
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 51-52, 15 to 28 December 2008 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Session - Sunday 21st December - report by Jennifer Rye 
It was unseasonably warm for the last practical session of the year. 12 volunteers turned out, which gave 
us a splendid work force, enabling us to complete a variety of tasks. The first priority was to clear the heap 
of garden chippings left by two tree surgeons near the Seagull Lane gate.  We covered the muddy areas 
on both sides of the path to the north bridge and round the entrance gate area, and started to lay some on 
the occasional paths nearest to the north bridge. We finished by spreading a layer around the seat by the 
Rowan plantation.  A note was made that in future, any chippings left for our use must not contain 
evergreen leaves – it smelled very Christmassy, but was not right for purpose. 
Meanwhile two volunteers cleared several piles of brushwood next to the path in the South Meadow, 
moving them to the edges of the meadow. There is still plenty of wood clearance work to do in 
forthcoming sessions. And finally, Caroline donned her thigh waders, supported from the bank by David 
Search, and cleared a lot of litter, mainly beer cans, from the northern section of the river. 
We knocked off a bit early to gather at Penny and Ted Aylett’s house in The Rookery, where we much 
enjoyed mulled wine and home-made mince pies, for which we all thanked them warmly.  
Note for future sessions of this sort: When using the big spoil bags to collect chippings and drag them to 
the area where they are needed, it is best to start at the furthest end of the path, and work backwards or 
the dragging spreads out the laid chippings very effectively. 
Photos of the workday are on the group web site: 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html 
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions 

• Clearing brushwood and logs as a result of tree work;  
• Cutting, raking and removing arisings from part of sedgey area in Central Meadow;  
• Preparing ground at Seagull Lane entrance and replanting with native hedgerow plants;  
• Cutting the occasional paths in the South Meadow.  

Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 8 and Sunday 18 January 2009. 
 
HBC maintenance work 
The following work was completed in the week before Christmas: 
1) south bridge swept clean of fallen leaves 
2) path gravel laid on small section of south path near the south entrance 
3) rubble at Seagull Lane entrance cleared away 
4) new fence put up filling gap between green gate and wall 
5) large pile of wood chippings provided for the paths at the Seagull Lane entrance. 
Many thanks to Rob Hill for getting this work done so quickly. I will be contacting him in the New Year 
about any further work required.  
 
Tree work 
As mentioned in the last Conservation News, several Crack Willows on the main part of the meadow 
needed attention. Coppicing also serves to rejuvenate these trees. The following work has been 
completed by Mike Jones, HBC’s chainsaw operative: 

• coppiced one of the groups of Crack Willows in the central line of Willows; 
• removed several heavy branches which have either fallen over already or are likely to do so in the 

near future.  
The logs and brushwood have been left for BMCG to dispose of. When weather conditions improve, the 
brushwood can be chipped for use on the paths if required. 
In addition, I met Andrew Skeet, arborist at HBC, just before Christmas to see what major tree work 
should be done. We identified a large willow near the bottle bank in Palmers Road copse which needs 
pollarding and possibly a couple of smaller willows along the riverbank. This work will be done by a HBC 
approved tree surgeon in the New Year.  
 
Peter Pond  
We should give a mention to the dedicated conservation work of David Gattrell who manages Peter Pond 
on behalf of the owner Elisabeth Kinloch.  David has a regular Sunday morning work session (often with 
Elizabeth in attendance), during which he clears the reedbeds in rotation and removes dead Elms, 
replacing them with other native trees.  There is a photo of David at work with Elisabeth on the group web 
site . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
We have had another four Water Vole sightings over the past two weeks, all in the area immediately 
above the north bridge at the Seagull Lane entrance to the meadow.  It is worth standing on the bridge for 
a few minutes to see this highly active vole. In addition, Pam Phillips reported a Water Vole swimming in 
the River Ems in front of the gasholder on Dec 11, so that area is also worth looking at.  Do they think it’s 
spring?  The total number of Water Vole sightings on the River Ems in Brook Meadow is now up to 161 for 
this year.  Only a few more days to go, so keep them coming!  Who will have the final sighting, I wonder.  
Deails of the Water Vole sightings can be found on the group web site at 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Millpond news 
Tufted Duck numbers were up to 10 on the town millpond today, the best so far this winter, though 
numbers are well down on previous years when we usually had between 20 and 30.  Also, on the millpond 
this morning were several hundred Black-headed Gulls, many standing on the thin ice.  Why do they do 
this?  A single Great Black-backed Gull was towering over them.   
The Mute Swan pair were  back on their nesting territory on Peter Pond, without the cygnets.   
One Little Grebe was fishing on Slipper Millpond this morning, the first I have seen there this winter.  But 
still no sign of Red-breasted Merganser on the millponds.   
 
Harbour news 
The regular Spotted Redshank can still be seen feeding and wading in the stream at Nore Barn, close to 
high water.  It is an amazingly brave little bird.  On one occasion, I saw a large dog run into the stream 
chasing a couple of Mute Swans, but the Spotted Redshank did not flinch.   
On Dec 18, I watched the rising tide push a good mix of birds into the Nore Barn Woods creek, with 182 
Wigeon, 42 Teal and 100 Brent Geese, while 40 Lapwing, 29 Black-tailed Godwits and 6 Greenshank 
were feeding and roosting on the edge of the saltmarshes.  Among the Godwits was the one with three 
colour-rings on each leg (RYL+RLY), that regularly commutes between Emsworth and Kent.   
Huge numbers of birds regularly gather in Nutbourne Bay at high water, including over 20 Avocets.   
 
Garden birds 
There have not been many birds in my Bridge Road garden over the past two weeks, which is surprising 
in view of the cold weather.  However, I was pleased to get a Mistle Thrush for the first time ever and a 
Great Spotted Woodpecker for only the second time, both within two minutes of each other. How many 
other goodies do I miss I wonder?    
Caroline French had a Goldcrest on the fat block in her north Emsworth garden this week and only today 
a male Blackcap was there.  The Blackcap will be a winter visitor from the continent and will be 
particularly partial to home made sponge cake!  There is a very confiding Goldcrest in the vicinity of the 
south gate to Brook Meadow, almost photographable!   
 
Other bird news 
Bird song is starting to pick up.   Robins are by far the most vocal; their wistful autumn song can be heard 
everywhere around the town.  Also, singing in the past week were Dunnock, Great Tit, Blue Tit and 
Collared Dove.  Flocks of House Sparrows can be heard chattering in thick hedges while Magpies and 
Carrion Crows have been very noisy.   
 
Wild flowers 
I was surprised to find a fresh growth of Fool's Parsley with several umbels of white flowers in the small 
roadside shrubbery near the south entrance to Bridge Road car park.  This plant comes in two distinct 
subspecies; I think this is the commoner one Arethusa cynapium cynapium with most of the pedicles 
equal to or longer than the bracteoles.  The plant is very poisonous!  See a photo of the umbel of this plant 
on my web site for Dec 23 – address below.   
Daffodil buds are opening on the side of the track going up Mill Lane from Lumley Mill and Greater 
Periwinkle is still flowering on Lumley Road.   
Ralph Hollins has found plenty of  wild flowers in the Havant area, including Blue Fleabane, Hedge 
Bedstraw, Early Dog Violet, Sweet Violet, Lesser Celandine, Cow Parsley, Corn Cockle, Corn Marigold, 
Cornflower, Autumn Ox-eye Daisy, Small Nettle,  and Meadow Buttercup (with a fresh single flower).  
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 49-50: Dec 1-14, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Session 
Thursday 4th December - report by Wally Osborne 
Heavy overnight rain gave way to a dry cold day, braved by 8 plucky volunteers. The chosen tasks were 
dictated by the ground conditions and were the clearance of brambles around the Alder Buckthorn 
plantation on the south side of the causeway, clearance of dead Ivy from the Seagull Lane entrance and 
a litter pick in Palmers Road copse and riverbanks. 
Jennifer & Gaynor took on the litter pick starting in Palmers Road copse, which resulted in a full mauve 
bag of rubbish, whilst the meadow riverbanks yielded only a small amount.  
Jennie, Pam, Frances, Mike & Tony set to with shears, slashers, rakes and carry bags to open up a metre 
wide strip between the Alder Buckthorns and the South Meadow rough overgrowth. Despite the handling 
difficulties, the prickly arisings were ‘bagged’ and removed to the nearby sacrificial area. This difficult task 
took us through to tea / coffee break, well deserved by all. 
Everyone joined in the after-break task, to clear the dead Ivy and nettles and brambles from the Seagull 
Lane entrance, adjacent to Artec Engineering. The result of this work was to uncover a pile of mixed 
rubble and garden debris, probably from nearby houses. We also noted that some of the Ivy is beginning 
to regenerate on the brick wall. After a group discussion, we decided to leave the site ‘as is’, whilst we try 
to persuade HBC OSD Team to clear away the debris and close a gap in the fence. Once this has been 
achieved, we will plant Hazel and other hedgerow plants, such as Hawthorn. 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions 
· Clearing brushwood, logs and wood chippings as a result of tree work;  
· Cutting, raking and removing arisings from part of sedgey area in Central Meadow;  
· Preparing ground at Seagull Lane entrance and replanting with native hedgerow plants;  
· Cutting the occasional paths in the South Meadow.;  
 
Forthcoming work sessions: *Sunday 21 December - with mulled wine and mince pies*. 
Please note the first work session in 2009 will be on Thursday 8 January. 
 
Membership now stands at 322. Many thanks to all who have renewed, your support is very much 
appreciated. 
 
HBC maintenance work 
Wally and I met Rob Hill last week about several maintenance tasks. Rob has agreed to get the following 
done: 
1) clean the south bridge of fallen leaves, if possible with a jet wash 
2) put down more path gravel along the south path, especially at the southern and northern ends 
3) clear away the rubble at the Seagull Lane entrance so that we can start to plant a native hedgerow 
4) fix another section of fence at the end next to Artec Engineering's wall 
5) provide wood chippings for the paths at the Seagull Lane entrance 
 
Tree work 
Several Crack Willows on the main part of the meadow are getting a bit top heavy and splaying out or 
falling over. To prevent these fallen branches from taking root, which is what Willows do, the branches 
need to be removed. Rob Hill and I met Mike Jones, chain saw operative from HBC, last week to discuss 
coppicing one of the groups of Crack Willows in the central line of Willows and to remove several heavy 
branches which have either fallen over already or are likely to do so in the near future. Mike may start the 
work on Monday and will leave the logs and brushwood for us to dispose of. When weather conditions 
improve he may be able to come back and chip the brushwood for use on the paths. 
I am also meeting Andrew Skeet next week to see what major tree work needs doing. It may be 
necessary to get one of the large Crack Willows on the riverbank pollarded. 
 
Crayfish trap in River Ems 
Two weeks ago, one of our members, Maurice Lillie, alerted me to an illegal crayfish trap in the River Ems 
upstream from the south bridge. Many thanks Maurice. The Environment Agency and landowners, HBC, 
were informed and the trap removed after first emptying out several stones to weight it down and a large 
fish head as bait. A seizure order was made and attached to a nearby tree. If you see anything similar in 
the rivers in and around Emsworth, please contact the Environment Agency on free phone number 
0800807060 and they will come and remove it. For more information and photos, see the Group Website 
at  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/0-01-current-news.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/0-01-current-news.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles still active 
Despite it being the middle of winter we are still getting Water Vole sightings on the River Ems, from the 
north bridge and from the south bridge.  This means they have been seen in every month of the year 
except for January.  The total number of sightings is now up to 155 which is amazing, particularly in 
comparison with the last two years which were very poor.  Previous years sightings for which I have 
records were 27 in 2007, 17 in 2006 and 50 in 2005. We are clearly having a bumper year, certainly in 
comparison with the last two years which were very poor. However, it is necessary to acknowledge the 
increased observer effort this year from Caroline and Ray French, who between them have accounted for 
90 of the 155 sightings.  All the Water Vole news and sightings can be found on the group web site at 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Birds pairing up 
Robins are usually solitary and aggressive birds outside of their breeding season, but on 1st Dec I came 
across a pair in Nore Barn Woods.  This seemed very early until I consulted David Lack’s “The Life of the 
Robin” whose observations showed (also to his surprise) the first pairings by the middle of December, 
over 3 months before the birds actually nest.  Lack adds that most other song birds do not pair up until the 
spring, with the exception of Blackbird and some Starlings which pair in late autumn.   
Dunnocks are also showing interest in each other; I recently saw a pair of them displaying on Brook 
Meadow with typical wing fluttering.  Bird song generally is starting to pick up.  In addition to Robin and 
Dunnock, I have also heard Great Tit, Goldfinch and Song Thrush over the past couple of weeks, though 
Wren has gone quiet.  Ralph Hollins reports a Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming.   
 
Spring flowers opening 
Primroses are flowering on the path from Palmer's Road Car Park to the south bridge.  However, these 
were planted by the Council and may be winter flowering cultivars.  Meanwhile, The tall Hogweed plants 
on Brook Meadow are still in full flower and standing firm.   
Ralph Hollins’s December flower list now stands at 84, and includes a very early Lesser Celandine 
Common Dog-violet and Sweet Violet.  Also, as always, the Hazel tree by the bus stop on the main road 
from Hayling just north of Langstone High Street has catkins fully open.    
 
Birds in the harbour 
Brent Geese numbers were up to 600 in Emsworth Harbour last week, but there are very few youngsters 
this year, due to a failure in breeding in Siberia.  We are not sure what happened.   
Migrant ducks are also increasing, with 94 Wigeon, 22 Teal and 12 Pintail in the Nore Barn area to the 
west of Emsworth and 26 Shelduck in the east channel on Dec 8.  As for the waders, hundreds of Dunlin 
line the edges of the channels busily feeding with their “sewing machine” action.  Far more sedate were 
the 11 Knot on the western harbour on Dec 8; an uncommon bird in Emsworth.   
Black-tailed Godwits have been scarce in Emsworth Harbour this winter, though 36 were here on Dec 8, 
including the bird with 3 colour rings on each leg (RYL+RLY) which regularly commutes between Kent 
and Emsworth.  There are a lot more Godwits in Nutbourne Bay, where you can usually see some 
Avocets and the regular colour-ringed Greenshank (GY+GY).  Meanwhile, the ever-faithful Spotted 
Redshank turns up on cue in the stream at Nore Barn.   
Up to 50 Coot were in Emsworth Harbour this week as they move to the coast to escape the frost on 
inland waters.  Red-breasted Mergansers are in the area and soon should be back on the millponds.    
 
Other local news 
Kingfishers are prominent at this time of the year.  On Dec 9, one perched on the seawall at Nutbourne for 
a good 10 minutes.  Tony Wootton is determined to emulate that Japanese photographer in the link I gave 
in my last news with some cracking photos of a Kingfisher which are on my web site.   
Fieldfares are migrant thrushes from the Continent.  I found 27 of them in the tall trees overlooking the 
apple orchards at Nutbourne on Dec 9.   
According to the BTO Waxwings are flooding in from the Continent.  The first ever Waxwing arrived on 
Hayling Island on Dec 1, providing great viewing for many local birdwatchers.  Three more turned up in 
Petersfield on Dec 11 and on Dec 12 six were in Botley village.  So keep a look out for them wherever 
there are trees with red berries.  Talking about berries, I was interested to watch a remarkably agile 
juvenile Woodpigeon plucking hips from a rose bush near the seat at the far end of Nore Barn Woods.   
Regarding rabbits on Brook Meadow, Pam Phillips has seen two on the Bramble path, but none since.    
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 47-48: Nov 17-30, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Tasks for the next work sessions 
• Cutting, raking and removing arisings from part of sedgey area in Central Meadow;  
• Clearing a strip just south of Alder Buckthorns in South Meadow;  
• Clearing dead ivy from entrance at Seagull Lane and replanting with native hedgerow plants;  
• Cutting the occasional paths in the South Meadow;  
• Cutting and removing a large branch of a Crack Willow which has fallen over in the North 

Meadow.  
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 4 and *Sunday 21 December - with mulled wine and mince 
pies*. Please note the first work session in 2009 will be on Thursday 8 January. 
 
Training sessions 
Several of the BMCG committee are going on training courses, such as First Aid refresher course on 
Monday 1 December, Risk Assessment course on 17 January and Leading Practical Conservation Tasks 
on 27 March. It is essential that we have sufficient volunteers who are suitably qualified to lead our twice 
monthly work sessions. The three courses mentioned above are the minimum required by BTCV (British 
Trust for Conservation Volunteers) to allow all conservation groups to operate and take out the obligatory 
public liability insurance. Please contact me, if you are interested in finding out about these and other 
conservation related courses run by BTCV.  
  
Membership renewals 
Membership now stands at 319, which is more than we had this time last year (305). Many thanks to all of 
you who have renewed or joined for the first time. Your continued support is very much appreciated.  
 
Seagull Lane entrance 
The tree felling work on the Seagull Lane patch next to Artec Engineering I mentioned in the last email 
notes was carried out on 17 November. The work was kept to a minimum with only a few Willows 
immediately next to the wall being cut down. In fact most of the work was carried out from the Artec 
Engineering side to avoid any unnecessary damage to Brook Meadow. Many thanks to Andrew Skeet, 
arborist at HBC, for ensuring minimum intervention.  
The broken fence rail to the right of the entrance has been replaced and the surface of the North bridge 
has been cleaned. Thanks to Rob Hill of HBC for ensuring that this maintenance work has been carried 
out. At a forthcoming work session, we will tidy up the area to the south of the entrance gate and replant 
with native hedgerow plants, such as Hazel and Hawthorn.  
 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Spotted Redshanks 
Spotted Redshank nest on the Arctic tundra and mostly winter in tropical Africa.  They are usually only 
seen on passage in the UK, though a few do spend the winter along the south coast; this year we are 
lucky to have at least four Spotted Redshanks in the local area.  The easiest to see is the one that 
regularly feeds in the small stream at Nore Barn to the west of Emsworth, best seen 2-3 hours either side 
of high water.  Tony Wootton took his U3A group to see it on Nov 25, when it arrived on cue with a typical 
“chu-wit” call (here I am).  Tony’s group also got good views of a Kingfisher and a male Bullfinch.  As in 
previous years, a second Spotted Redshank has recently been seen at Nore Barn, so keep a look out for 
it.  Barry Collins found another Spotted Redshank in the small stream at Nutbourne Bay (this one being 
colour-ringed: W+GY), while a fourth was in the Fishbourne Channel at Apuldram.   
 
Black-tailed Godwits 
I mentioned in my last bulletin the flighty nature of Black-tailed Godwits, well, some of them are now 
moving inland to feed on wet grassland, as they often do as winter starts to take a grip.  The wet fields 
north of Pagham Harbour are a favourite spot and I found about 250 there on Nov 18-19, including a 
number with colour-rings.  One of the colour-ringed birds (G//L+R) was marked as a chick in Iceland, 
which Pete Potts tells me usually winters on Hamble or its sibling does!   Some of the other colour-ringed 
Godwits have been seen at Fishbourne and Bosham, indicating movement between these sites.  
Pulborough Brooks is another favoured feeding area where up to 37 have been seen in the past week or 
so.  And some are already turning up on the flooded fields bordering the Avon Valley.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Other harbour news 
Juvenile Brent Geese remain in short supply this year.  I found a good flock of 640 Brent Geese feeding 
on a farmer’s winter wheat crop at Nutbourne on Nov 26.  They included 12 juveniles in broods of 5, 3, 2 
and 2, five being the largest brood I have seen so far this winter.  These take my proportion of juveniles so 
far this winter to 1.1%.   
The Havant Wildlife Group braved the cold wind and rain on their Saturday morning round Nutbourne 
where they had good views of 13 Avocets in the bay.  They also saw a Buzzard and what was almost 
certainly a Merlin perched in tall trees.  There have been regular sightings of Merlin around Langstone 
and Chichester Harbours this winter.  There was no sign of any Redwing or Fieldfare in the orchards as 
yet.   
 
General bird news 
Bird song usually starts to pick up at this time of the year.  Over the past two weeks both Song Thrush and 
Dunnock have added their voices to those of Robin, Wren, Goldfinch and Starling which have been 
singing around the town for some weeks.  There also have been occasional bursts of the ‘teacher’ song 
from Great Tit, plus a snippet from Blue Tit, but they are not likely to be regular until the New Year.  
Blackbird, Chaffinch and Greenfinch are also some way off.   
A Grey Wagtail was back on the Westbrook Stream behind Bridge Road car park on Nov 17.  A Little 
Egret is a regular visitor to this stream, probably the same one that has been feeding in the empty 
millpond for the past week.   
This could be another special year for Waxwings which are already arriving from the Continent in their 
hundreds, mainly in the north and east of the country, though there has been a flock of around a dozen in 
the Southampton area in the past week.  They like the berries on Rowan trees around the car parks of 
out-of-town supermarkets.  So keep a look out for them.   
 
Garden birds 
I am happy to say that my garden birds are almost back to normal, with the notable exception of 
Greenfinches which continue to be scarce.  I even had a Goldcrest in the past week, actively working its 
way through my cherry tree in search of food.   
However, the star birds of the past week was a pair of White Doves which came down onto the back lawn 
for 10 minutes before being chased off by a cat.  They are not wild birds, but the first I have ever seen in 
the garden.  Has anyone else had them?   
Talking about cats, I recently invested in a Catwatch (recommended by the RSPB) to keep cats away, but 
this clearly is not working in my garden.  Has anyone else had any experience with this device?   
Hilary Gilson contacted me with a sad story of how all but three of a family of seven Greenfinches (2 
adults and 5 youngsters), that she had been watching for most of the summer in her Prinsted garden, 
came to grief by crashing into her greenhouse windows.   
 
Wild flowers 
Although most wild flowers are struggling at this time of the year, some are still showing very well.  Winter 
Heliotrope is flowering generally and smelling good and there are some fine examples of Hogweed in full 
flower on Brook Meadow.  Cow Parsley leaves are growing fresh and I would not be surprised to find a 
flowering plant sometime this winter.  Ralph Hollins’s November flowering plant list stands at a staggering 
157, not including at least 6 grasses.   
 
Why no rabbits? 
My query about the absence of rabbits on Brook Meadow prompted replies from Dave Lee, who said the 
only one he has ever seen on the meadow was a dead one, and from Debbie Robinson, who thought they 
would have all died from heart attacks from being chased by dogs.  Interestingly, I do not recall seeing 
any rabbits on Brook Meadow even in the days before it was over run by dogs.   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 
 
PS  For some amazing Kingfisher photos go to . . . http://tinyurl.com/565nem 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html
http://tinyurl.com/565nem


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 45-46: Nov 3 - 16, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session Sunday 16 November – report by Pat Walsgrove  
The day started with the weather on a dreary note, but brightened up as the morning progressed and the 
sun made an appearance towards the end of the work session. Ten keen volunteers turned out to help 
(Pat, Graham, Pam, Dave, Barbara, Mike, David, Jenny, Patrick and a warm welcome to a new face John 
Green)    
Apart from the trimming of the Hawthorn hedge by Mike, all the work was carried out on the Seagull Lane 
Patch, with our resident wildlife photographer Brian taking snaps for the website.  
The brambles and grass were cut back using shears and the power scythe, to permit access, with 
‘islands’ of Burdock and Mugwort and the cuttings left in a sacrificial pile. 
All in all a good morning’s activity and thanks to all the volunteers for there sterling efforts and 
cheerfulness, and to Pam for providing tea, coffee and a nice choice of biscuits. 
Tasks for next work sessions - Cutting, raking and removing arisings from part of sedgey area in Central 
Meadow; Cutting back Bramble and other vegetation south of Alder Buckthorns in South Meadow; 
Clearing dead ivy from entrance at Seagull Lane and replanting with native hedgerow plants; Cutting and 
removing a large branch of a Crack Willow which has fallen over in the North Meadow.   
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 4 and Sunday 21 December (with mulled wine and mince pies). 
Please note the first work session in 2009 will be on Thursday 8 January. 
 
Membership renewals 
After sending out final renewal notices to all lapsed members at the beginning of November, membership 
now stands at 314. Many thanks to all of you who have renewed. Your support is very important to us. If 
you have not renewed yet, please send your subscriptions to Wally Osborne before the end of November 
and you will continue to receive these fortnightly notes. 
 
Annual Riverbank Cut by Environment Agency (EA)  
Ross and his gang completed the EA’s annual maintenance work to the River Ems in Brook Meadow on 
12 November. They cut a wide channel and removed Watercress from near the gasholder and also very 
lightly faced up the Bramble on the western riverbank in this area. All the arisings were removed to the 
sacrificial area on the eastern side of the meadow. 
 
Tree felling work on Seagull Lane patch 
Andrew Skeet (arborist at HBC) has authorised some tree felling work on the Seagull Lane patch next to 
Artec Engineering. Apparently, they have been broken into several times and want to put up a 10ft 
security fence along the southern edge of the wall between them and Brook Meadow (behind the 
interpretation board). The willows closest to the wall will therefore get in the way of the fence. The work 
will be done on Monday or Tuesday of the coming week. A number of willows closest to the wall will in 
effect be coppiced and some of the ivy removed from their side of the wall.  
I have requested that no ivy is removed from the Brook Meadow side of the wall, and that no more willows 
should be cut than absolutely necessary and any chippings from the brushwood should be left in a pile for 
us to use on the paths.  
This area is in need of some attention with a large amount of dead ivy, a broken bottom fence rail and a 
pile of grass cuttings dumped on the dead ivy. I have reported the broken fence rail to Rob Hill of HBC and 
hope that it will be repaired soon. Once the fence has been repaired, we will remove the dead ivy which 
we think was killed off with a herbicide by BT some time ago. It is proposed to replant the area with native 
hedgerow plants, such as Hawthorn.  
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Brent breeding failure 
There must be several thousand Brent Geese in Chichester Harbour by now, of which about 300 can 
usually be found in Emsworth Harbour – usually to the west of the town at low water.  However, there are 
very few juveniles to seen, which clearly confirms an almost total breeding failure.  I have only seen one 
family of 3 youngsters in Emsworth Harbour and even at Farlington Marshes I could only find 4 families 
(of 4,3,2 and 1) among nearly 1,000 on Friday Nov 15, giving a breeding productivity ratio so far of only 
0.91%.  This is a little worrying as it follows two lean years in 2006-07 and 2007-08, though 2005-06 was 
a bumper year with 25% of juveniles.  It will be interesting to hear just what happened in Siberia this 
summer.  Were the nests predated by Arctic Foxes or was poor weather to blame?   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Spotted Redshank returns 
Chris Berners-Price was the first to report the return of the famed Spotted Redshank for the fourth winter 
running  to the small stream at Nore Barn to the west of Emsworth on Nov 9.  It is best seen about 2 hours 
either side of high water, when it often feeds with Little Egret and Greenshank.  The  Spotted Redshank is 
well known to local birdwatchers and highly rated by wildlife photographers, like Richard Ford, whom I 
met at Nore Barn on Saturday afternoon, busy taking photos of the bird.  You will never get a better view 
of a Spotted Redshank.  Although the bird appears to be very tolerant of people walking by, could I make 
a plea to dog owners to keep their pets out of the stream when birds are feeding there.  See my web site 
for photos of this astonishing bird.   
 
Wandering Godwits 
Black-tailed Godwits are well-known for flighty behaviour, some moving between harbours on the south 
coast, while a few even fly to France and back.  All this is known through reported sightings of 
colour-ringed birds.  Godwit RYL+RLY (three rings on each leg) is a bird which thinks nothing of flying 
from Emsworth to Kent and back.  In fact, it has been back and forth twice already this winter.  I last saw 
it here on Nov 7 and it would not surprise me if it was not back in Kent by now.  Godwit ON+RL prefers to 
go the other way, commuting between here and the Exe Estuary in Devon, often spending September 
and October with us before moving to Devon, then returning here in March and April.   
 
Garden birds return 
At long last, birds are returning to my garden after a very barren couple of months.  In the past 2 weeks 
Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Great Tit, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, Dunnock, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, 
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, Magpie and Little Egret have all been in the garden.  
But the real star was a male Blackcap, the first I have seen in the garden since 2003.  Blackcaps migrate 
here from the Continent for the winter and frequently visit gardens, where they are particularly partial to 
fruit and home made sponge cake!   I am still concerned about Greenfinch which remain very scarce on 
the feeders (though this does save me some money!).   Robin Pottinger tells me that birds have also been 
scarce in his Southbourne garden over the past few months.    
 
Other bird news 
Sandwich Terns are summer visitors to this country, but a few do spend the winter on the south coast.   
Richard Ford saw three of them as he was watching the Spotted Redshank at Nore Barn on Nov 15, while 
Barry Collins saw 7 in Emsworth Harbour today (Nov 16).   
There is a resident population of over 100 Canada Geese on Thorney Island and a good proportion of 
them regularly fly into Emsworth for a change of scenery; 78 came into the east harbour on Nov 11.  
Tufted Duck are regular winter visitors to Emsworth Millpond; 6 females and 3 males were there on Nov 
15 and numbers should build up as winter kicks in.   
There is not much bird song at present apart from Robin and Wren, though Ralph Hollins heard a Song 
Thrush belting out its full song at dawn on Nov 13 near his home in Havant.   
Over at Farlington Marshes 22 Avocets were on the lake on Friday Nov 14. I wonder if we shall get some 
at Nutbourne this year?   
 
Fungi  
Fly Algaric fungi are still showing well on the grass verge outside house number 15 of Beacon Square.  
There is a group of fungi with dark brown centres by the Seagull Lane gate on Brook Meadow that Ralph 
Hollins thinks must be a Lepiota species.  As for the huge fungi on the path to the north of Nore Barn 
Woods, Ralph agrees that their sheer size suggests Leucopaxillus giganteus (Giant Funnel), though the 
big problem with that ID is the absence of a ‘funnel’ in the cap.  
 
Wild flowers 
Despite it being winter, wild flowers still abound. Ralph Hollins’s November list is already up to 130.   
Locally, Winter Heliotrope is newly flowering in the SW corner of Peter Pond and outside the Doctors’  
Surgery in Emsworth.  The Strawberry Tree on Slipper Millpond is currently a mass of white blossom with 
orange fruits also developing.   
 
Why no rabbits? 
Caroline French raised the question of why there are no rabbits on Brook Meadow.  I have never seen 
one, but I have no idea why.   Possibly because it is too wet.   Does anyone have an answer?   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 43-44: Oct 20 – Nov 2, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Extra work session  
An extra work session was held to prepare the ground and sow the Yellow Rattle seeds harvested in July. 
The reason for our haste is that Yellow Rattle seeds lose their viability very rapidly. A group of 7 
volunteers (Wally, Frances, Pam, Pat, Graham, Dave and Mike) met in the afternoon of Thursday 30 
October. The technique which worked very successfully last year was used again. This involved using the 
strimmer to cut 1-metre circles distributed along the eastern side of the North Meadow just north of the 
wildflower area. Wally had soon strimmed about 30 circles which he cut very low to expose the soil. After 
this, the rest of us ‘worried’ the soil with our boots or with a fork to further expose bare soil which enables 
the Yellow Rattle to germinate. Once all the circles had been ‘worried’, the Yellow Rattle seed was sown 
mixed with dry sand to aid even distribution of the seed.  
 
Tasks for the next work sessions - Cutting, raking and removing arisings from rest of Wildflower area in 
the North Meadow; Pruning or laying the Hawthorn hedge near the central line of willows in the North 
Meadow; Cutting, raking and removing arisings on the Seagull Lane patch.   
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 6 and Sunday 16 November. 
 
Membership renewals 
Membership for the current year now stands at 271 and the number of lapsed members has been 
reduced to 87. Many thanks to all of you who have renewed. Final reminder notices together with the 
October newsletter are being sent out to all lapsed members. If you have not yet managed to renew, 
please fill in the form and send it together with your subscription to Wally Osborne. Your continued 
support is very important to us especially now that Brook Meadow has been designated a Local Nature 
Reserve. If Wally does not receive your subscription before the end of November, you will be removed 
from our current membership and you will no longer be sent these fortnightly notes. 
 
Management Plan Review and Annual Cut 
A subgroup of the committee are in the process of reviewing the Management Plan. For example, to 
decide whether and where Yellow Rattle should be sown again this year, and on the cutting programme 
for the marginal areas especially in the North Meadow. These areas were not cut in July because this 
would have destroyed the habitat of nesting birds and other animals such as mice, voles, frogs and the 
many invertebrates. It has been decided not to get our usual contractor, Martin Cull, back again for a 
second cut this year because his machinery is not considered suitable to deal with the marginal areas in 
the way set down in the Management Plan and we are considering hiring smaller machinery which will do 
less harm to wildlife. We have also decided to alter our power scythe cutting technique so that islands of 
uncut vegetation are left to provide refuges for small mammals, amphibians and invertebrates. 
 
Annual Riverbank Cut by Environment Agency (EA)  
A site meeting was held on Thursday 23 October between Frances, Jennifer and Mike of BMCG and 
Julian, Matt and Ross of the EA to discuss work still to be completed and to agree in principle the cutting 
programme for future years. The joint aim is to reduce flood risk and to enhance the habitat of Water 
Voles - a Biodiversity Action Plan species. Ross and his gang will be returning to Brook Meadow, 
hopefully in the coming week, to remove more Watercress by creating a meandering channel as well as 
lightly face up Bramble overhanging the river, especially near the gasholder. 
 
Bat survey 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove have carried out bat surveys along the River Ems and Lumley Stream each 
month between April and October this year (apart from September). I joined Pat and Graham for their 
October survey on Thursday 30 October. Equipped with bat detector boxes, we met in Palmers Road car 
park at 5pm, just as it was getting dark. It was quite a cold evening with only a little cloud so we were not 
expecting to hear many bats. We followed the usual route across the south bridge through the south 
meadow and along the riverbank path to the north bridge. There was no sign of any bats at all. Our route 
went out of Brook Meadow and along the Seagull Lane footpath to Lumley sluice behind Constant Spring. 
While standing on the small footbridge, we were rewarded for our patience by the recognisable sound of 
a Common Pipistrelle flying along the watercourses round Lumley Mill. The bat was following a circular 
route, returning every 2 or 3 minutes. We returned to Peter Pond down Lumley Road without hearing 
another bat. A very enjoyable hour. 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Brent Geese arrive! 
The Brents have arrived at long last!  Observers along the south coast recorded thousands moving west 
or the winter.  I saw a big flock of 1,400 on the east side of Hayling Island on Oct 23, but we had to wait 
another week for any to turn up in Emsworth (a good 2 weeks later than usual).  Lesley Harris was the first 
to see about 100 Brent Geese from her sitting room window overlooking the harbour (lucky lady) on the 
morning of Oct 31.  I caught up with them later in the day when most of them had moved to the harbour 
west of Emsworth.  However, I could only find one juvenile, which strongly suggests that reports of a 
breeding failure in Siberia this year could be correct.    
 
Other harbour news  
Migrant ducks are also arriving in force.  There are already hundreds of Wigeon and Teal and a few Pintail 
in Nutbourne Bay, while here in Emsworth, 55 Wigeon were off Nore Barn this morning, but more should 
arrive as winter kicks in.   Shelduck are also returning after their moult migration.    
As for the waders, there is certainly no shortage of Redshank in the local harbours and Dunlin are also 
here in good numbers, but Black-tailed Godwits remain rather scarce outside of Fishbourne and 
Farlington.  But saying that, Ralph Hollins found 40 at Hayling Oysterbeds on Oct 29, the first he had seen 
there since the spring.  Greenshank (many with colour-rings on their legs) are well represented in 
Emsworth Harbour, but we are still waiting for our regular Spotted Redshank to turn up at Nore Barn.   If 
you see it please let me know.   
Meanwhile, 2 Spotted Redshanks, a Ruff and a wintering Whimbrel were at Fishbourne along with a 
one-legged Redshank, though it seems to be managing OK.   Bar-tailed Godwits are starting to collect at 
Langstone, where I saw 82 on Oct 21, though there should be several hundred later into winter.  
Strangely, I have never seen a Bar-tailed Godwit in Emsworth.  
 
Robin Migration 
Emsworth hit the ornithological headlines this week when Mark Grantham of the British Trust for 
Ornithology reported a Robin, ringed in Lithuania, had been discovered freshly dead in an Emsworth 
garden.  Lithuania is some 1,000 miles from Emsworth in the Baltic Sea and this was some journey, but 
until we know when the bird was ringed, we cannot be sure if it had flown here this year.  I just hope it was 
not caught by a cat.  (If it was you that found found the Robin please let me know)  
It is, in fact, well known that Robins, and other small birds, do migrate long distances in winter from the 
Continent to Britain and other western countries to escape the cold weather.  Mark said this was only the 
third Lithuanian-ringed Robin ever to be found in Britain and was probably ringed at the big migration site 
at Ventes Ragas.   
 
Garden birds 
At long last, things are starting to pick up in my garden after several barren months.  Over the past 
weekend I have seen 12 bird species, probably including migrants from Europe.  I was pleased to see 8 
Greenfinches which have been absent for weeks. BTO surveys confirm the decline in Greenfinch over 
the past 2 years probably due the disease trichomoniasis.  A more regular visitor has been a Little Egret 
which perches on the back fence for about 10 minutes at a time around lunch time to check out the 
Westbrook Stream which runs behind my garden.  You can sometimes see it in the stream behind Bridge 
Road car park.  To think I once went all the way to Spain, to see one of these!    
 
Fungi 
The area of Stansted Forest near Rowlands Castle, called The Sling, is always a good place for fungi.  I 
had a look around on Oct 31 and found several fresh specimens, of which Magpie Inkcap, Beech 
Barkspot and Leafy Brain, plus several others which I could not identify.  Another reliable place to look for 
fungi is Beacon Square in Emsworth where Fly Algaric are currently emerging on the grass verge outside 
house number 15, as they have done for the past few years.   
 
Wild flowers 
I was very surprised to find a plant of Goat's Beard flowering on Brook Meadow last week, along with 
Black Horehound.  Spear-leaved Orache was also in flower near Peter Pond.  Grasses are flourishing on 
Brook Meadow with lots of False Oat-grass and smaller amounts of Cocksfoot, Wall Barley, Annual 
Meadow-grass and Tall Fescue also showing fresh spikelets.  Ralph Hollins flowering plant list for 
October reached 211, though I think this was down on last year.    
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 41-42: Oct 6-19, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session Sunday 19 October – report by Wally Osborne 
A lovely sunny morning greeted the 10 volunteers (Frances, Wally, Pam, Dave, Barbara, Pat, Graham, 
Penny, Jenny, and Debi). The main task of the morning was to cut with the power scythe, rake and 
remove the arisings from the wildflower area in the southern part of the North Meadow. Graham and 
Dave took turns on the power scythe while the rest of us raked and removed the arisings to the sacrificial 
area. Other tasks completed included cutting branches of Willow overhanging the path through the South 
Meadow and from a Willow tree in the North Meadow. Thanks to everyone for a good morning’s work and 
to Pat for providing the much needed refreshments.  
During the work session, Pam pointed out a strange circle about 1 metre across in the North Meadow just 
north of the wildflower area which looked as if it had been strimmed or cut very short. There was no 
evidence of any digging by either humans or animals. Can anybody help us solve this mystery?  
Tasks for the next work sessions Cutting, raking and removing arisings from rest of Wildflower area in the 
North Meadow, preparing the ground and sowing patches of Yellow Rattle extending into the area to the 
north, pruning the Hawthorn hedge near the central line of willows in the North Meadow.   
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 6 and Sunday 16 November. 
 
Wildlife Observations - by Brian Fellows  
During the clearance of vegetation on the work session, a number of small animals were disturbed and at 
least one killed by the power scythe.  The casualty was probably a Field Vole from its very short tail, 
rounded snout and small ears.  Three nests were also revealed, probably of Field Voles.  Sadly, one of 
the nests contained 5 or 6 baby animals. We also saw a live Field Vole and a Common Shrew (with a very 
dark coat), both scuttling away. Also disturbed (but not killed) were a Common Frog and a Common 
Toad, the frog moving with springy leaps and the toad crawling away.   
 
Photos of the work session and the wildlife – These are on the group web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html 
 
Annual General Meeting – 8 October 2008 
This year’s AGM was once again a resounding success attracting 38 people including 2 new members. 
After the chairman and treasurer had given their reports, all of last year’s committee were re-elected but 
with the welcome addition of Mike Probert who has agreed to join the committee. The business of the 
AGM was followed by a most welcome refreshment break thanks to Rosemary, Jil, Penny and Barbara. 
After this, Judi Darley of Chichester Harbour Conservancy gave an enthralling talk about the ‘Wildlife and 
Plants of Chichester Harbour’. All in all a very interesting and enjoyable evening. If you were unable to 
attend the AGM, the reports of both Chairman and Treasurer will be put on the group’s website as soon 
as possible. 
 
Membership renewals 
Current membership for September 2008 to August 2009 stands at 228 (including 23 new members) and 
the number of lapsed members is 118. If you have not yet renewed, please send your subscription to 
Wally Osborne. And contact Wally if you are unsure whether you have renewed or not. Your membership 
is very important to us especially now that Brook Meadow has been designated a Local Nature Reserve. 
 
Main path strimming 
Les Foster of HBC strimmed the edges of the main paths through Brook Meadow last week. In addition, 
the edges of the path going from the Seagull Lane entrance up as far as the A27 underpass have been 
cut back. I am unsure who has done this work since the native hedge the group planted next to the kissing 
gate a couple of years ago has also been cut back on the Seagull Lane side. It looks as if a flail machine 
has been used rather than a strimmer. 
 
Annual Riverbank Cut by Environment Agency (EA)  
As mentioned in my last email notes, this year’s riverbank and in-stream vegetation cut was carried out by 
the Hampshire division of the EA at the beginning of October. However, it has proved necessary to have 
more in-stream vegetation removed as well as more vegetation removed from the riverbanks. A site 
meeting has been arranged for Thursday 23 October. Several members of the BMCG committee will be 
meeting Julian, Ross, and Steve of the EA to discuss the work still to be completed. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news  
A reported failure in the breeding of Brent Geese in Siberia should have meant their early return, but they 
still have not arrived in any numbers.  Personally, I have not seen any in Chichester Harbour as yet and 
there are only about 600 in Langstone Harbour, which is less than expected.  Let’s hope that breeding 
report is wrong and we get some families to enjoy.  We shall see.  
Although Black-tailed Godwits have largely deserted Emsworth this year there are hundreds of them on 
Farlington Marshes and in the Fishbourne Channel (best seen from the Apuldram side).  I have been 
busy logging those with colour rings on their legs and have found some ringed in Iceland, Kent and The 
Wash as well as local ones.  All have been to Iceland and back for the summer.    
There are still plenty of Greenshank in Emsworth Harbour, many of them colour-ringed.  There is one that 
regularly feeds in the low water channel beneath the quay at the bottom of South Street. They are all part 
of the Greenshank Migration Project run by the Chichester Harbour Conservancy – see the web site for 
all the details at  http://www.greenshank.info/ 
 
Other bird news 
Kingfishers move down to the coast at this time of the year where they can often be seen flying low across 
the millponds or up the streams.  I have seen them in the past week around the reeds on the north of 
Peter Pond.  If you are lucky enough to see one perched, males have all black bill and females have a red 
lower mandible.  Juveniles are less bright with dark feet and bill.    
Most birds will have now finished their breeding, but this does not apply to Pigeons and Doves which 
seem to carry on throughout the year.  Mike Probert told me about a Woodpigeon he saw feeding a young 
squab in a nest in a Hawthorn bush near Brook Meadow.  I was at Chichester Gravel Pits on Saturday 
where the lakes are filling up, with Coot (hundreds), Pochard, Tufted Duck and Gadwall.    
 
Spiders galore 
Autumn is the big time for spiders.  Garden Spiders are everywhere, sitting patiently in the centre of their 
perfectly woven orb webs, waiting for the next meal to arrive.  Another common colourful spider is the 
Four-spot Orb Weaver (Araneus quadratus), the female of which has 4 white spots on the back of her 
large round abdomen.  Big but harmless!  There are some alien spiders, such as, the False Black Widow 
spider, which are poisonous, but fortunately they are not common.  The Natural History Museum web site 
has more information (the truth!) about them . . . http://www.nhm.ac.uk/ 
 
Insects 
Although my garden is still devoid of birds, there have been plenty insects over the past few weeks, 
including Red Admiral, Comma, Peacock and bees, all attracted to the highly aromatic flowers of Ivy.  Ivy 
is such a valuable nectar source a this time of the year, so please do not cut it down.  Whites are more 
attracted to Verbena.  Speckled Wood can be seen basking in shafts of sunlight in Palmer's Road Copse.  
Of the dragonflies, Common Darters are around waterways; I saw three pairs in tandem on Peter Pond, 
with the back ones (females) constantly dipping their ovipositors onto the water.  
  
Fungi 
October is traditionally a good month for fungi, but Ralph Hollins was disappointed to find only a dozen or 
so during a walk in Hollybank Woods on Oct 17.  However, he did manage to see a few more on the 
Fungus Foray in Hollybank Woods this morning, led by Rosi Webb.  See Ralph’s web site for details.  One 
called White Fibrecap (Inocybe geophylla), was new to him.  On a more modest level, on Oct 17 my wife 
and I found a splendid tuft of Shaggy Pholiota (Pholiota squarrosa), now called Shaggy Scalycap, 
growing on the base of a live Crack Willow tree near the entrance to the Cobnor amenity car park at 
Chidham.  On the previous day I found a good growth of Common Puffball in Stansted Forest.    
 
Plants 
It is always surprising how many wild flowers one can find at this time of the year if you take the time to 
look for them.  Ralph Hollins regularly lists flowering plants from October to March and already his 
October list is approaching 200.  I had to call on Ralph’s help with an unusual Woundwort I found in 
Stansted Forest on Oct 16.  It looked like Hedge Woundwort with bright flowers, but was very soft and 
downy and did not have the typically harsh smell of that plant.  Ralph thought it might be the hybrid 
between Hedge Woundwort and Marsh Woundwort, called Stachys x ambigua.   While in Stansted I could 
not resist collecting a few chestnuts; there are plenty there, but it is not a bumper crop.   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.greenshank.info/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 39-40: Sep 22 – Oct 5, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session Thursday 2 October  
Despite forecasts for rainy weather, the Thursday work session in October turned out to be a glorious 
sunny morning for the 9 volunteers (Frances, Wally, Pam, Dave, Barbara, Penny, Lesley, Gaynor and 
Jennifer). The first main task was to move out of sight the arisings cut at the Sunday work session in 
September. The arisings were moved and spread out into the undergrowth because an attempt had been 
made to set them alight on the following Monday and the fire brigade had to be called out.  
The other main task was to cut with the power scythe, rake and remove the arisings from the rest of the 
Lumley wet area which was started on the previous work session. Wally and Lesley took turns on the 
power scythe while the rest of us raked and removed the arisings to the sacrificial area. Other tasks 
completed included cutting back nettles and brambles near the Lumley entrance, removing ribbons and 
old wishing stars from the Wishing Tree and doing a litter pick of Palmers Road copse. Thanks to 
everyone for a good morning’s work and to Pam for providing the much needed refreshments. 
Photos on the web site at: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html 
Tasks for the next work session: Cutting, turning and clearing the Yellow Rattle/Orchid area in the North 
Meadow and Seagull Lane patch.   
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 19 October and Thursday 6 November. 
 
Membership renewals 
In the 2007/2008 membership year, the group had 336 members. Current membership for September 
2008 to August 2009 stands at 211 which includes 50 members paying by standing order. Taking into 
account people who have moved out of the area, there are well over 100 members who have not yet 
renewed their membership this year. A membership renewal form is attached with the email notes. If you 
have not renewed yet, please send your subscription to Wally Osborne. Please contact Wally if you are 
unsure whether you have renewed or not. You can renew your membership at the AGM on 8 Oct. 
 
Main path strimming 
Les Foster of HBC will be strimming the edges of the main paths next week. The work has been delayed 
because of holidays and illness. This will be the last time this work will be done this year. 
 
Annual Riverbank Cut by Environment Agency (EA)  
This year’s riverbank and in-stream vegetation cut was carried out by the Hampshire division of the EA 
between Monday and Thursday of last week. The main task was to cut down several large Crack Willow 
branches overhanging the river to stop them obstructing the water flow and to reduce the amount of 
shade to encourage the Water Vole population. In addition, some very overgrown sections of the 
riverbank were cut with scythes and the channel kept clear by cutting and removing Branched bur-reed 
and Watercress. All the arisings were removed by the EA to the sacrificial area on the eastern side of the 
North Meadow. It may be necessary to have more in-stream vegetation removed after the river has 
settled down. So we may need to call the EA back over the next few weeks.  
 
River Ems report 
I have just received a copy of the ‘Environmental Quality Appraisal of the River Ems’ carried out by Dr 
Nigel Holmes for the Environment Agency, Sussex Area, June 2007. The report is 87 pages long with 
several Annexes and Appendices. If possible, a copy of the report will be put on the BMCG website.  
An abstract from the introduction:  
The Environment Agency (EA) identified the Ems in 2003 as being potentially over-licensed for 
groundwater abstraction and potentially at risk of ecological damage. Being a chalk stream bestows 
greater status regarding its ecological importance because such systems are Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) priority habitats. Continual development pressure also puts further strains on the environment and 
requires the EA to be able to protect the best, and enhance the rest, wherever possible. The prime driver 
for this investigative project was therefore to obtain as much information as possible to help the EA in this 
task. For each of the four reaches in the catchment, an assessment of the present-day ecological status 
was carried out alongside a review of contemporary and historic factors that could influence the 
ecological health of the river. This report presents the findings of the study. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 8 October: BMCG AGM, 7pm, Emsworth Centre, South Street. Come and hear the annual 
reports for 2007/8 and elect a new committee. After a short refreshment break, there will be a talk by Judi 
Darley of Chichester Harbour Conservancy on the ‘Wildlife and Plants of Chichester Harbour’.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2008.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Spotted Redshank  
The first Spotted Redshank of the autumn was in Emsworth on Friday 3 October.  I saw it in the low water 
channel below the quay at the bottom of South Street, easily seen from the millpond promenade.  Jason 
Crook tells me it was probably a juvenile, beginning its moult into first-winter plumage.  My photos show 
the barred underparts typical of a youngster. If it is a juvenile, then it cannot be the same bird that has 
been coming to Nore Barn over the past 3 winters.  See my web site for photos.  
 
Little Egret Roosts 
Little Egrets are now relatively common birds around our harbours, unlike 20 years ago, when their 
presence would have attracted twitchers.  At this time of the year they gather into huge communal roosts, 
of which there are two local ones.  Barry Collins counted 190 birds entering the one near the Little Deeps 
on Thorney Island on the evening of Sep 26 and, on he same evening, Ralph Hollins counted 139 to roost 
in the trees behind Langstone Millpond, making a grand total of around 330 birds.  
Another great evening spectacle is provided by the Starlings at Baffins Pond, Portsmouth.  Onlookers say 
they perform an ariel ballet before plummeting down to roost on the island.   
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan family with 6 cygnets are reunited on the town millpond, after a period when the parents 
were absent.  Cormorants are gathering in numbers on the main raft on Slipper Millpond, including 
juveniles with pale bellies.  I saw a Kingfisher skim across Slipper Millpond on Oct 1.   
Hazel who lives in The Rookery told me about a one-legged Moorhen on Peter Pond that she has been 
caring for.  Fortunately, it seems to be managing OK, despite its handicap.   
 
Other bird news 
On Thorney Island a Red-backed Shrike has been at at Longmere Point and Osprey, Short-eared Owl 
and Marsh Harrier over the Great Deeps.  Ros Norton and members of the Havant Wildlife Group had 
good views of Bearded Tits in the reedbeds at the Little Deeps on their regular Saturday morning walk.  
Meanwhile, on Brook Meadow, the sharp calls of Great Spotted Woodpeckers are prominent.  
I forgot to mention in my last report that Terry Piper, who used to own the photographic shop in Emsworth, 
had sent me an astonishing photo of a Nightjar that he had on his shed roof in Eastney, Portsmouth on 
Sep 14.  Nightjars are rare summer visitors to this country and even rarer visitors to gardens.  This one 
was clearly taking a rest on Terry’s shed roof before continuing its journey to Africa.   
 
Garden Bird Crisis 
OK, there might a global financial crisis, but there is also serious crisis in my back garden!   I have had 
hardly any birds for the past 2 months.  My records go back over 10 years; there have never been so few 
birds in the garden, and for so long.  Greenfinch, House Sparrow and Starling stand out as being major 
casualties, though all birds are affected.  I have not had to fill up my seed feeders for ages.  The only birds 
I see with any regularity are Collared Dove and Goldfinch; even, Woodpigeons have disappeared.   A 
small compensation has been visits from Chiffchaff, Coal Tit and Great Spotted Woodpecker.  How are 
your garden birds doing?  I would be interested to hear your news, particularly over the past 2 months.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies seen locally over the past two weeks include Large and Small White, Red Admiral, Comma 
and Speckled Wood.  Still no Painted Lady though I have heard they are about.   Dragonflies are on the 
wing with Common Darters taking up residence on the handrail of the south bridge.  
The most interesting butterfly news came from Graham Ault (ex Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
member and now Chairman of the Brandy Hole Copse Conservation Group) of a very rare Queen of 
Spain Fritillary at Brandy Hole Copse, identified by an expert from Chichester Natural History Society.  
This was only the second sighting in Sussex since 1969.   
 
Otter in Chichester Harbour  
Common Seals are not uncommon sightings in our local harbours, but an Otter is almost unheard of, that 
is until now!  Andy Johnson saw one in the entrance to Chichester Harbour on Sep 27 and Trevor 
Carpenter probably saw the same animal the next day in the Mill Rythe area of east Hayling; he said it 
was diving like a small Seal.  So, if you are in that area, keep a look out and let me know if you see it.  
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 37-38: Sep 8-21, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session Sunday 21 September 
A glorious sunny morning greeted the 11 volunteers (Pam, Jennifer, Wally, Dave, Barbara, Frances, 
Mike, Jenny, Patrick, Richard and new volunteer Alison) for the Sunday work session in September. 
There were two main tasks for the morning: one was to cut with the power scythe, rake and remove 
arisings from the SE corner of the South Meadow. This area was not cut at all last year and as a result is 
dominated by Sea Couch grass. 
The other main task was to remove all the wooden stakes from the young Rowan trees in the North 
Meadow and cut with shears rank vegetation from around the base of the young trees. Vegetation was 
also removed from around two young Oak trees in the same area.  
Another job that needed doing was to replace the vandalised Water Vole notices put up along the 
riverbank asking dog owners not to let their dogs go in the river between the two bridges. Willow branches 
were put in front of the notices to prevent dogs from going into the river here.  
After a well-earned tea/coffee break provided by Jennifer, the southern part of the Lumley wet area was 
cut with the power scythe, raked and arisings removed. In addition, vegetation was cut with shears from 
around the young Alder Buckthorns and Horse Chestnuts in the South Meadow. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who worked so very hard.    
Tasks for the next work sessions - Cutting and clearing Seagull Lane patch, Lumley and Orchid areas.   
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 2 and Sunday 19 October. 
 
Membership renewals 
If you have not renewed yet, please send your subscription to Wally Osborne. Contact Wally if you are 
unsure whether you have renewed or not. You can also renew your membership at the AGM on 8 Oct.  
 
Rubbish bin in Palmers Road car park  
The rubbish bin near the recycling units in Palmers Road car park has been moved to a slightly better 
position by HBC at BMCG’s request.  
 
Step repair and path strimming 
The steps at the south entrance and up onto the central causeway have been filled in with path gravel by 
HBC as they were becoming a trip hazard. The area in front of the central seat has been filled in. 
I will be asking Les Foster of HBC to strim the edges of the main paths next week. This will probably be 
the last time this will be necessary this year. 
 
Water levels in Ems  
The water level in the northern section of the River Ems is getting rather low again. Pam Phillips noticed 
that a large Willow trunk which had fallen into the river at the Lumley sluice has been recently removed. 
This may have altered the flow of water at this point so that more water is now going down the Lumley 
Stream. The only way to solve this perennial problem is to replace the old, dilapidated Lumley sluice gate 
with a new one!  
 
Horse Chestnut trees  
You may have noticed that autumn has come rather early this year to the Horse Chestnut tree near the 
Lumley gate. This premature aging of the leaves is caused by a leaf blotch fungus, Guignardia aesculi, 
and also a leaf-mining moth, Cameraria ohridella. Leaf blotch fungus is recognised by reddish or dull 
brown irregular blotches concentrated at the tips and margins of the leaflets often outlined by a 
conspicuous yellow band. Leaflets attacked by the fungus roll upwards longitudinally and may fall 
prematurely. The three recently planted Horse Chestnuts nearby also have this fungus. Damage caused 
by the leaf-mining moth is caused by the larvae burrowing between the upper and lower surfaces of the 
leaves, producing many mines. Severely damaged leaves shrivel and turn brown by late summer and fall 
early, well before the normal leaf fall in the autumn. Although unsightly, damage caused by the fungus 
and/or moth occurs after most of the growth has taken place and are no reason to fell an affected tree. 
Both are problems widespread in the south of England.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Wednesday 8 October: BMCG AGM, 7pm, Emsworth Centre, South Street. Come and hear the annual 
reports for 2007/8 and elect a new committee. After a short refreshment break, there will be a talk by Judi 
Darley of Chichester Harbour Conservancy on the ‘Wildlife of Chichester Harbour’.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
Caroline and Ray French are still seeing Water Voles on the River Ems, mostly from the north and south 
bridges.  The grand total of sightings this year stands at 144.  On Sunday morning, I met a lady on the 
south bridge who said she had seen a Water Vole on the bridge.  She was sure of its identity and, in view 
of the report of one climbing trees, this does not seem entirely surprising.   
 
Bird news 
Two Chiffchaffs have been singing in the past week along Lumley Road; these might be migrants passing 
through on their way south, though one can expect some to remain with us over the winter.  Another bird 
on the move is the Kingfisher, though they do not travel far. Pam Phillips saw two in the past week on the 
River Ems on Brook Meadow, probably youngsters dispersing towards the coast.   
A couple of Swallows were flying around the stables on the old Marina Farm on Saturday morning.  We 
should be seeing Swallows for another couple of weeks at least, particularly if the weather stays warm.   
Caroline and Ray French had the good fortune to see a flock of over 50 Yellow Wagtails in a field at 
Prinsted on Sept 11, no doubt resting on their way back to Africa.   

 
Brent Geese 
They are back!  The first Brents were seen in Chichester Harbour on Sep 14 and the following day Ralph 
Hollins had 53 in the south of Langstone Harbour and another 60 off Tournerbury on Hayling Island.   It 
seems that the Brents completely failed in their breeding this summer, so these early arrivals are not 
surprising.  We should be seeing some in Emsworth Harbour in the next week or so, but do not expect 
any youngsters.  Either the weather was bad in the Arctic or the Lemmings had a bad season, meaning 
the Arctic Foxes and Snowy Owls turned to the Geese chicks for food.   
 
Colour-ringed birds 
There are dozens of birdwatchers around the local area, eagerly looking for colour-ringed Black-tailed 
Godwits and Greenshank.  These are part of a local colour-ringing project to study their movements from 
their breeding grounds to wintering areas here and further south.  I am one of these people and it gave 
me a real buzz the other day to see a Godwit in Emsworth Harbour that I last saw on the Exe Estuary last 
February; since then it has been to Iceland and back.  Its history shows it commutes between Devon and 
Chichester Harbour, so guess where I shall be next February! 
 
Butterflies  
I have had more butterflies in my garden than birds over the past week.  Sitting in the sunshine this 
afternoon, I counted 4 Large White, 2 Small White (one caught by a spider), 4 Comma, 2 Red Admiral and 
1 Peacock.   Large Whites are particularly striking at this time of the year, with females having two very 
dark spots on their wings and males with pure white wings.  Common Blue appears to be  having a late 
adult brood; I saw two on Saturday morning, with one on Brook Meadow.  However, I have yet to see 
either Painted Lady or Clouded Yellow, though they could still turn up.  Small Tortoiseshell continues to 
have a bad time; I have seen only one, on July 3 at Stansted.   
 
Other insects 
Dragonflies are about, with Common Darters fairly numerous on Brook Meadow, males having the red 
abdomen.  This morning I was surprised to see one, seemingly carrying a small white feather.  Photo on 
web site.  On Sep 15 I saw a female Long-winged Conehead with long forewings and long slightly curved 
ovipositor, on a Dandelion flower beside Slipper Millpond.  Sharon Perrett, a local nature photographer, 
had a good couple of days on Brook Meadow last week snapping a variety of insects.  
 
Spiders 
This is the season for spiders.  Garden Spiders (Araneus diadematus) are the most obvious, sitting in the 
centre of their perfectly woven orb webs, waiting for the next meal to arrive.  Butterflies are large insects, 
but in the last week I have seen both Speckled Wood and Small White trapped in my back garden.  The 
colour of Garden Spiders varies greatly from rusty grey-brown to bright orange.   
Another colourful spider is Araneus quadratus, the female of which has 4 white spots on the back of the 
her large round abdomen.  One landed up on a volunteer’s trouser leg during the Sunday work session on 
Brook Meadow, they do seem to like clothing.   Sadly, it appeared to have lost 2 of its 8 legs.   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 33-34: Aug 11-24, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Sessions 
The Sunday work session on 17 August had to be cancelled because none of the leaders were available 
to supervise the work session. 
 
Tasks for the next work sessions include cutting down several branches of willows which have fallen over 
in the North Meadow, Bramble control in the Orchid area, cutting the occasional paths, cutting and 
clearing the SE corner of the South Meadow, removing vegetation from around young trees and 
removing branches overhanging the main paths.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday & Sunday 21 September. 
 
Yellow Rattle harvesting 
You may remember that some of the seeds of Yellow Rattle were harvested (as this is an annual) at one 
of the work sessions in July for sowing later on this year. Yellow Rattle is a good plant for recreating 
flower-rich hay meadows, as its roots fix to those of grasses, weakening the grasses and allowing other 
flowers to set seed. In late summer, the dry seedpods of this plant rattle loudly – hence the name, and this 
used to be taken as a sign that it was time to harvest the hay.  
About 50 grms of seeds were harvested. This was after first leaving the pods to dry out and allow a 
multitude of spiders, ladybirds (all pale yellow, 22-spot ladybirds) as well as beetles to find another home. 
The golden brown fruit capsules are arranged in pairs at right angles to each other up the square stem. 
There are about 8-12 pairs of capsules on a single stem. The dry fruit capsule contains a seed pod which 
has two sections. The capsule splits open at the top so that the seeds are released when ripe. Each seed 
pod contains an average of 12 seeds. Each of the very light seeds has a small extension on each side to 
aid dispersal. So a single flower stalk might disperse an average of about 200 seeds. So the 50 grms 
harvested contains an awful lot of seeds! 
 
Membership renewals 
Please note BMCG membership is due for renewal at the beginning of September unless you joined after 
June 2008. A renewal form is attached with these email notes. Please ignore this note if you pay your 
membership by Standing Order. You can renew your membership at the Emsworth Show on Monday or 
at the AGM in October. 
 
AGM  
A notice announcing BMCG’s AGM on Wednesday 8 October is attached with these email notes. Both 
the membership renewal form and the AGM notice will be placed on the website. 
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Monday 25 August: This will be the 7th year running that BMCG has had a stall at the Emsworth Show. 
We will be having displays of wildlife and the conservation work of the group as well as a comprehensive 
range of wildlife ID guides for sale. There will also be the ever-popular Wishing Tree with squash and 
biscuits as an added extra You can even renew your BMCG membership at the Show. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Wednesday 8 October: AGM, 7pm, Emsworth Centre, South Street. Talk by Judi Darley, ‘Wildlife of 
Chichester Harbour’.  
 
 
................................................................................................................................................................... 

 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles  
This has been a very good year for Water Voles on Brook Meadow.  We have had over 130 sightings 
along the River Ems and they are still coming in, mainly from those avid vole watchers, Caroline and Ray 
French.  Most people who regularly look for Water Voles have seen at least one, which is a big change 
from the last two years when very few were seen.  Most of the sightings have been of adults, but 
youngsters have also been reported, which is good news.  The two bridges are now the only reliable 
places to see any from.  All the local Water Vole news and photos are on a special page on the group web 
site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html


Do Water Voles climb trees? 
This was the question I was asked by a man who thought he had just seen one up a tree on the South 
Meadow.  I said I thought not, but it set me thinking.  So when I got home I got out Rob Strachan’s book 
and, to my great surprise, on p.26 found the following statement: “At some sites Water Voles were 
observed climbing into the branches of low growing trees and shrubs to a height of 2.5 metres . .  . “.  
Apparently, leaves, buds and fruit are an important part of their diet.  Have you ever seen one up a tree?  
Keep a look out and let me know if you see one.   
 
Bird news 
This is a quiet time of the year for our common birds as they recover from their breeding season and 
undergo their annual moult.  Very few birds are coming into gardens and there not much bird song either, 
apart from Robin, which is now singing widely, plus the everpresent cooing of Woodpigeon and Collared 
Dove.    
Swallows are still busy around the stables opposite the Thornham Lane junction with Thorney Road, but 
I have not seen a House Martin’s nest in Emsworth for years.  I used to see their nests under the eaves of 
the houses in Victoria Road, while walking the kids to school, but no more.  There was a late Swift flying 
over Emsworth on Aug 16, while Caroline French saw 8 feeding high in the sky over the Chichester Canal 
Basin.  These will probably be birds passing through on their way to Western Africa.  
Kingfishers are now moving back to the coast after their breeding season.  Look out for them over the 
millponds.  John Williams saw one this week from the small bridge at the top of Peter Pond.   
There has not been much change in the harbour over the past two weeks, with Black-tailed Godwits, 
Redshank and Greenshank regularly present in good numbers, along with a few Curlew and an 
occasional Whimbrel.   However, the first Grey Plover arrived in the last week, in their spendid black 
waistcoats.  We still await the big invasion of waders, ducks and geese from the north.  Meanwhile, 
Cormorants and Little Grebe are back on Slipper Millpond.   
 
Plants 
Wild Angelica is having a bumper year on Brook Meadow, where over 300 plants are currently on show.  
These handsome plants, which grow up to 10 feet tall, have purple stems and white to pink rounded 
flower heads.  Apparently, Angelica got its name from the ‘angelic’ healing properties attributed to it, but is 
best known today as a crystallised decoration on cakes.  Hogweed is almost as common and is equally 
tall, but is rough to the touch, while Angelica is almost smooth, and its flower heads tend to be flat not 
rounded.   
Late flowering plants are putting on a great show on Brook Meadow, with the yellows of Common 
Fleabane and Hoary Ragwort dominating the scene.  Red Bartsia and Water Mint ahev also done well, 
though are less obvious.  There are even one or two Amphibious Bistorts with flower spikes; there are lots 
on Brook Meadow, but very few flower.  There is a nice one on the cross path in the South Meadow, just 
past the White Willow tree.  Pepper-saxifrage is another late flowerer, but so far only two plants have 
appeared on Brook Meadow, where last year we had 20.     
Off Brook Meadow, the deep blue flowers of Skullcap can be seen on the wall of the Lumley Stream near 
the bridge that leads to numbers 2 and 3 Raglan Terrace on Lumley Road.  Golden Samphire is flowering 
well on the edge of Slipper Millpond and on the shore at Nore Barn, where Sea Aster is also out and the 
pale grey foliage of Sea Wormwood deserves a smell – highly aromatic!     
 
Insects 
Meadow Browns and Gatekeepers are still flying, but not in the numbers of a few weeks ago.  Comma, 
Peacock and Red Admirals are also about, but there has been no sign of any Small Tortoiseshells, which 
used to be such a common butterfly on the meadow.   
There are still plenty of Whites about - our garden cabbages are crawling with caterpillars.  Holly Blues 
are seeking out Ivy to lay their eggs, while Speckled Woods can be seen in the shady areas, sometimes 
basking in shafts of sunlight.   
Patrick Murphy got a nice photo of a male Southern Hawker dragonfly on Brook Meadow, where they are 
fairly common and often inquisitive, “buzzing” you if you stand still.  Others to look out for include  
Common Darter and Emperor Dragonfly.   
I went out looking for grasshoppers on Brook Meadow yesterday, but they are far less evident than a 
couple of weeks ago when the grassland was alive with them.  I saw just a handful of Meadow 
Grasshoppers.  Where do they all go?   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 31-32: July 28 – Aug 10, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Session – Thursday 7 August  
It was a rather muggy and cloudy start to the morning for the 11 volunteers but this soon changed to 
brilliant sunshine when the clouds cleared. There were two main tasks for the morning. The first was to 
remove several branches of two willow trees which had fallen over the river south of the s-bend. This was 
expertly achieved by Mike, Patrick (both in waders), Pam, Jenny and Gaynor. Most of the arisings were 
removed to the western riverbank and the remainder used to build new willow hurdles at the top of the 
riverbank to prevent dogs going into the river. The team worked extremely hard and got quite wet and 
muddy but they were rewarded with the sight of two water voles at very close proximity.  
The other main task was to cut the very overgrown Bramble path in the South Meadow. This task was 
carried out selectively using hand shears by only removing stinging nettles, brambles and thistles along 
the edges of the path. This was done so as not to destroy the many wildflowers in bloom along the edges 
of this path, such as Marsh Woundwort, St Johnswort, Stitchwort, Wild Angelica, Comfrey and Great 
Willowherb. These flowers provide an invaluable nectar source to many insects, including butterflies and 
moths. The arisings were raked up and removed to the sacrificial area. Many thanks to Jennifer, Jil, 
Barbara, Penny and Dave for completing this rather painstaking work. After the coffee break provided by 
Jennifer, the team finished off the raking work, cut and cleared the edges of the diagonal path, cut 
overhanging brambles from around the Lumley entrance. Jennifer planted a Pyramidal Orchid in the 
orchid area of the North Meadow.  
Photos at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
Tasks for the next work sessions include cutting down several branches of a willow which has fallen over 
at the back of the central line of willows, Bramble control in the Orchid area, cutting the occasional paths 
and cutting and clearing the SE corner of the South Meadow.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 17 August & Thursday 4 September. 
 
Visit by Colin Hedley 
During the course of the workday we were paid a visit by Colin Hedley who wanted to carry out a field 
survey of Brook Meadow.  Many people may know Colin from his connection with Three Harbours Beef 
on Hayling Island. This survey had been requested by Rob Hill of HBC’s Open Spaces Development 
team to help him put in an application for a Higher Level Scheme for all the conservation areas owned by 
HBC. This scheme is run by DEFRA and supervised by Natural England. Brian and I had a very 
interesting walk round Brook Meadow with Colin and his colleague to ascertain what sort of payment 
scheme they could apply for. I was informed that Brook Meadow would most certainly be eligible for one 
of these payments to help specifically with the restoration of flower-rich meadows (paid per hectare) and 
the pollarding of the trees along the River Ems, a chalk river (paid per tree). This would be an annual 
amount paid each year for a period of 10 years. I will keep you informed of developments. 
 
Riverbank cut by Environment Agency 
The annual riverbank cut will take place towards the end of the summer/beginning of the autumn. I will be 
meeting Steve Hale, Environment Agency Operations Delivery Team Leader East Solent and South 
Downs area, for a site visit at the end of August to discuss what we would like done. This will most 
probably include removing overhanging branches, selective cutting with scythes of the riverbanks and 
cutting some of the in-stream vegetation.  
 
Two Ems Valley Walks were held on Sunday 10 August as part of Hampshire Water Festival. The 
morning walk led by Brian Fellows was attended by 6 people (and baby Ernest) and looked at the 
complex waterways and millponds of the lower Ems Valley, including the River Ems in Brook Meadow, 
the Lumley Stream, Peter Pond, Slipper Millpond and Emsworth Marina.  Birds seen included Coot, 
Cormorant, Common Gull and Black-tailed Godwit.  The afternoon walk led by Jennifer Rye was enjoyed 
by an amazing 26 people. This walk went round the northern section of the Ems valley including Brook 
Meadow, Lumley sluice and mill, mill race up to Westbourne and back down the Ems valley to Peter 
Pond.  
Dates for your diaries: 
Monday 25 August: This will be the 7th year running that BMCG has had a stall at the Emsworth Show. 
We will be having displays of wildlife and the conservation work of the group as well as a comprehensive 
range of wildlife ID guides for sale. There will also be the ever-popular Wishing Tree with squash and 
biscuits as an added extra, and you can even renew your BMCG membership at the Show. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Bird news 
A pair of smart and very tame Barnacle Geese caused a stir when they turned up on Slipper Millpond on 
Aug 2.  They lingered around for a few days and then departed for Thorney Island in the company of a 
flock of Canada Geese, not to be seen again in Emsworth, as far as I am aware.  These are not wild birds, 
though saying that there are quite a few free flying birds in the area.   
A juvenile Cormorant with a pure white chest has been occupying the old Coot nest in the centre of Peter 
Pond for the past few days.  Three others are regularly on the raft on Slipper Millpond.  
Six mature young Coot are on Slipper Millpond, so they have had a reasonably good season.   
There is currently a Moorhen sitting on a late nest in the reeds in the River Ems on Brook Meadow about 
50 metres south of the north bridge.  I believe this pair has already produced at least one brood and could 
well be on their third.   
Black-tailed Godwit numbers are building up in Emsworth Harbour, with 66 present on Aug 4.  These will 
be failed breeders from Iceland.  There are many more on Farlington Marshes.  Other birds to be seen in 
the harbour include Greenshank, Redshank, Curlew, Oystercatcher and Turnstone.  More waders should 
arrive in the next few weeks and then in September . . . the Brent Geese.  
 
Turtle Dove  
The Turtle Dove which has been heard and seen in the Gooseberry Cottage area for the past 6 weeks 
was the subject of an article by Frances Sweeney in The News (Wednesday 6 August).  As Frances 
pointed out, a substantial population decline has put the Turtle Dove on the RSPB Red Data list of 
endangered birds.  Let’s hope it returns next year, possibly to breed, if it survives its hazardous journey to 
Africa and back.  I have not heard it for the past week and it may already have left our area.   
 
Robin song 
This is a relatively quiet time of the year for birds after the end of the breeding season.   So, it is always 
good to hear the autumn song of the Robin.  I heard my first in Palmer's Road Copse on Aug 7, though 
Ralph Hollins heard one in the Havant area as early as July 24.  The rather sad and wistful autumn song 
of the Robin is quite different from the bright and confident spring song.  The autumn song is produced by 
both sexes, which is a rare occurrence in British birds.  I was recently fooled into thinking I was listening to 
the sweet call of a Chiffchaff last week, until I looked up and found a Greenfinch whistling away from the 
top of a tree; not a call I associate with a Greenfinch.    
 
Beautiful Demoiselle  
Banded Demoiselle damselflies are very common around the waterways of Brook Meadow, but on Aug 2, 
Caroline French had the good fortune to see and to photograph the much rarer Beautiful Demoiselle 
(Calopteryx virgo), the male of which has totally blue wings.  This was a first for Brook Meadow.  Many 
thanks to Ralph Hollins for the identification.  Caroline’s photos are on my web site (address below).  
Common Darter and Southern Hawker have also been seen near the streams around Brook Meadow.   
Speckled Wood are numerous in the shaded areas of Brook Meadow.  The summer brood of Holly Blue is 
out.  Holly Blue is particularly attracted to Ivy where they lay their eggs.  So, don’t cut your Ivy down!   
 
Wild flowers  
Marsh Woundwort (as fine as an orchid) flowers well on Brook Meadow, but it’s at its best on the east 
bank of Peter Pond where 100 flower spikes are out.  Michaelmas Daisies are also opening on Peter 
Pond and will soon give a good splash of autumn colour on Brook Meadow.  Hoary Ragwort is another 
late flowering plant which can be now seen in all its glory above the causeway on Brook Meadow.   
Water-cress grows in abundance on the River Ems, probably from old Water-cress beds further 
upstream.  Fool's Water-cress (not edible) is much less common, but a nice patch is growing on the river 
bank near the railway tunnel.  Strawberry Clover is another uncommon plant on Brook Meadow, the 
“berries” of which are currently prominent on the path round the Lumley area, where Wild Angelica is 
going wild!  There are more than 200 in flower on the Lumley area, a big increase on previous years.  
I was pleased to add Tufted Hair-grass to the Brook Meadow grasses list, which now has 35 species. 
Thanks to Martin Rand for the identification.  The complete list of all plants recorded on Brook Meadow is 
on the group web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-list-plants.html 
Narrow-leaved Water-plantain is a rare plant in Hampshire, but there are at least five currently flowering 
in the Westbrook Stream, behind Bridge Road car park, best seen where the stream passes beneath 
Victoria Road.   
 
Local wildlife web site 
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-list-plants.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 29-30: July 14-27, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Session – Sunday 20 July – report by Pat Walsgrove 
On a lovely Sunday workday morning, the weather very pleasant with sunny intervals, ten volunteers set 
to on the Meadow. The central and north meadows were made ready in preparation for the annual cut. 
This involved trimming back branches and foliage around the Lumley entrance in order to allow access by 
the tractor, and the power scythe was used to cut a path marking the limits of the area to be cut, with 
canes being inserted with red and white tape attached to define where not to cut. 
Other work comprised harvesting some of the seeds of Yellow Rattle (as this is an annual) for use next 
year and pulling the bramble shoots, which are starting to invade this area. The willows in the north 
meadow were also cut back and a path cut through the Seagull Lane patch to provide access. 
Photos at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
Tasks for the next work session include clearing large branches of a willow tree which have fallen over the 
river near the s-bend, cutting down a branch of a willow which has fallen over at the back of the central 
line of willows and keeping the occasional paths clear of brambles and nettles.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 7 & Sunday 17 August. 
 
Leaning Black Poplar 
A few weeks ago, I noticed that one of the native Black Poplars was leaning over rather severely (about 
35 degrees) to the east. BMCG volunteers planted 3 Black Poplars on the eastern side of the central 
meadow at the end of 2004, one of which has since died probably because of too saline soil conditions. 
Black Poplars are very fast growing trees and have a natural tendency to lean but if left would result in the 
tree falling over. I consulted Andrew Skeet, the arborist at HBC, who advised reducing the height of the 
tree by about a half to one third to reduce the weight of the branches. He suggested we would then be 
able to pull the tree upright. Andrew kindly offered to help us do this work   
About 7 BMCG volunteers met Andrew in the afternoon of 22 July equipped with a ladder, ropes and 
padding to protect the tree. Andrew quickly climbed the ladder held in position by Graham and Mike and 
climbed into the tree. He used a bow saw and easily cut off about half of the height of the tree in one fell 
swoop. Andrew then proceeded to reduce all the lateral branches by about half. Then we decided to have 
a go at pulling the tree upright.  It took only seconds for the team of six to pull the tree upright. Many 
thanks to Andrew Skeet for helping us with this very delicate operation. He will help with future pruning to 
ensure that a single stemmed tree develops.  Photos on the website at 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
 
Annual cut 
The first part of this year’s annual cut was carried out by Martin Cull and his colleague Gavin on 
Wednesday 23 July. Martin used his cut and collect machine to cut the northern part of the north meadow 
as well as the western side of the central meadow. As in previous years, the arisings were dumped on the 
eastern side of the central line of willows. Gavin used his tractor to push the arisings into low mounds 
which would rot down quickly. The reason for cutting and removing the arisings from these areas is to 
reduce the fertility of the soil and ultimately the vigour of the coarse grasses.  
Areas such as the ‘Orchid and Yellow Rattle’ area, ‘Sedgey’ area and ‘Lumley Wet’ area will be cut by 
BMCG volunteers later in the year when the various late flowering plants have seeded. The committee 
will be reviewing the group’s management plan to decide on the cutting programme for the marginal 
areas. These areas were not cut in July because this would have destroyed the habitat of nesting birds 
and other animals such as mice, voles, frogs and the many invertebrates that have a safe haven in these 
areas. Photos at  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
 
Path strimming 
The edges of the main paths will be strimmed by HBC (Les Foster and his mate) next Tuesday. 
Overhanging stinging nettles and brambles will be cut back to improve access especially for children. 
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks: the morning walk 
led by Brian Fellows will take in the southern section of the Ems valley including the millponds and 
Dolphin Quay. The afternoon walk led by Jennifer Rye will take in the northern section of the Ems valley 
including Brook Meadow, Lumley sluice and mill, mill race up to Westbourne and back down the Ems 
valley to Peter Pond. Both walks will take about 2 hours. Meet at 10am and 2pm in Palmers Road car park 
next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Bird news 
I was summoned to Nore Barn Woods by local residents on July 23 to see what they said was a Kestrel 
nest with young in it.  In fact, it turned out to be the nest of a Sparrowhawk.  The dense barring on the 
breast of the remaining young bird standing on the edge of the nest in my photo clearly indicated a 
Sparrowhawk, as did the nature of the nest, which was basically a pile of twigs in the fork of a tree.  The 
photo is on my web site – address below.  Ralph Hollins says Sparrowhawks have nested in these woods 
in previous years and it was good to see them back.   
I was pleased to see a second Whitethroat family on Brook Meadow on July 18 with at least one 
youngster calling for food.  Caroline French also saw what was probably a second Chiffchaff family on 
July 21, so our summer visitors appear to have done well.   
I have been out hunting for Black-tailed Godwits, with many still in their chestnut orange summer 
plumage.  The most I have found in Emsworth Harbour is 22, but there were 110 at Farlington Marshes on 
July 25, including some colour-ringed birds.  Pete Potts, who coordinates the local ringing scheme, has 
just returned from his regular trip to Iceland where he and others were busy ringing Godwits young and 
old.  You can read Pete’s account of the trip on my web site . . . go the Black-tailed Godwit page.  
 
Millpond news 
A strange duck with a distinctive bright red face appeared on Emsworth Millpond about a week ago and 
has created a lot of local interest.  I have had numerous inquiries about it and it even attracted a reporter 
from The News, no doubt hoping to get a scoop. Sadly for everyone, the bird was just a Muscovy Duck (a 
common domesticated breed), which has either made a bid for freedom or has been dumped by a 
disgruntled owner.  Also, on the millpond is a Mallard with a late brood of 4 tiny ducklings, one of which is 
white, suggesting a white father.  Three Cormorants are back on their favourite raft on Slipper Millpond 
and more will undoubtedly follow as their breeding season comes to a close.  The resident Mute Swan 
family with 3 cygnets are still together, while the larger family of 6 cygnets now seems to be a fixture in the 
harbour.  Young ginger-plumaged Black-headed Gulls are everywhere.    
 
Butterflies  
It has been a good couple of weeks for butterflies with Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and Small Skipper 
abundant on Brook Meadow along with a few Comma and Speckled Wood with the occasional Peacock 
and Red Admiral.  Thanks to Graham Walsgrove, I finally managed to track down a Ringlet on Brook 
Meadow, though I have not seen it since.  Common Blue is another uncommon butterfly on Brook 
Meadow, but one has been feeding on the Fleabane over the past week.   Large Whites are absolutely 
everywhere, and especially on our garden brassicas, which have taken an awful battering.  This 
afternoon on Brook Meadow, I saw a newly emerged male Brimstone; these should become more 
common as they prepare themselves for winter hibernation by gorging themselves on nectar.   
 
Grasshoppers 
This is a good time of the year to see and hear grasshoppers, the grassland of Brook Meadow is alive with 
them.  Just walk slowly through the grasses and they hop around in front of you, though binoculars that 
focus closely or a digital camera will help in identification.  The shape of the keel of the pronotum (saddle 
behind the head) is critical.   Meadow Grasshopper, with parallel but slightly incurved keels, is  the 
dominant species on Brook Meadow, but beware they all look very different due to the fact that they go 
through a number of nymphal stages before reaching maturity.   Lesser Marsh Grasshopper, with straight 
keels, is more likely to be seen around the shores.  We also have bush-crickets on Brook Meadow, 
including Short-winged Conehead and Dark Bush-cricket.   
 
Wild flowers 
The first ever Pyramidal Orchid on Brook Meadow was found by the work group in the same area of the 
North Meadow as the other orchids.  This was the fourth orchid species flowering on Brook Meadow this 
year, in addition to Common Spotted, Southern Marsh and Bee.  Both Common Fleabane and Red 
Bartsia are looking very good on the North Meadow.  Newly flowering plants on Brook Meadow include 
Stone Parsley, Water Mint, Teasel, Pepper-saxifrage and Hoary Ragwort.  Timothy grasses are looking 
very attractive with their purple anthers showing well.  Some Hogweed are towering over head height.   
Narrow-leaved Water-plantain is a rare plant, but we have several growing and flowering in the 
Westbrook Stream which flows to the east of Bridge Road and into the town millpond.   
Golden Samphire is now in full flower on the bridge by Slipper Millpond and along the shore at Nore Barn.  
Finally, Blackberries are ripening well and tasting good on Brook Meadow!   
  
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report plus other local wildlife news 
please go to my web site at  -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 27-28: June 30 – July 13, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work Sessions – Thursday 10 July 
The regular work session on the first Thursday in July was postponed until the following Thursday to 
make final preparations for the Open Day. Nine volunteers worked very hard to ensure that all the paths 
were kept clear of stinging nettles, brambles and overhanging branches. In addition, a thorough litter pick 
was carried out, and the signcases were cleaned and updated.  
Several large branches of a willow tree have fallen over the river and will need to be dealt with at a 
forthcoming work session. A second more urgent job will be to reduce the height of the northern most 
Black Poplar tree on the eastern side of the central meadow which is leaning over rather precariously.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 20 July & Thursday 7 August. 
 
Northern Parade Junior School visits – taken from a report by Wally Osborne 
This was the fifth successive year that the BMCG committee has organised a field studies day for children 
at Northern Parade Junior School in Portsmouth. However, this time we planned two visits, instead of 
one, to compensate for the very disappointing last minute cancellation of the 2007 event due to wet 
weather. 
The first one was arranged for Monday 30th June and thankfully the weather was near perfect. Twenty 
children from years 5 and 6, each with their parent or guardian, plus 2 staff members, arrived by coach at 
10.15am. After a few words of introduction to the meadow and the facilities, the children dived into the 
arranged programme of activities with enthusiasm.  
The first was a nature trail taking them to all the corners of the meadow. Then in 2 groups of 10 pupils, the 
children were either asked to find as many different types of grasses as possible or had fun on the North 
bridge in a modified version of ‘Pooh Sticks’.  The groups swapped over after lunch. The ever-popular 
‘wishing tree’ and the ‘mini bug hunt’ finished off the programme. The coach collected the children at 
2.15pm, all too soon for many and the whole party joined to thank the BMCG volunteers. 
The second visit scheduled for Monday 7th July, unfortunately had to be cancelled due to bad weather, a 
huge disappointment to the school. We intend to make wet weather contingency plans for 2009.  
The full report with photos . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
 
Brook Meadow Nature Reserve Open Day 
It’s now official - Brook Meadow is a Local Nature Reserve – the first one in Emsworth. On 13 July, the 
mayor of Havant, Councillor John Smith cut the ribbon over the main entrance into Brook Meadow in 
Palmers Road car park and made a short speech on the meadow. A group of about 20 volunteers started 
work at about 7.30am, putting up road signs, decorating entrances with balloons and streamers, putting 
up a marquee and 3 gazebos, putting out nature trail boards, moving in tables and chairs, putting up 
displays and generally getting ready for the 11am opening. And the weather was perfect too – warm and 
dry. Our tried and tested method of counting visitors was used yet again – the BMCG logo printed on a 
sticker with the addition of the words Local Nature Reserve. We ‘stickered’ about 300 visitors. I can’t be 
more accurate than this because we ran out of stickers at about 3pm and Richard had to dash back home 
to get some more!  So we might have missed a few.  
All the activities were popular, especially ‘Making Bird and Bat Boxes’ for which there was always a 
queue. Many thanks to Pete Hodges (chair of Friends of Park Woods, Waterlooville) for organising this. 
One of the bat boxes was kindly donated to Brook Meadow by Sarah Flamson, HBC’s Open Spaces 
Development team, whose daughter made the bat box.  
About 40 families took part in the nature trail, nature hunt and grasses discovery. The four guided 
butterfly spotting walks were also popular, the number of butterflies seen varying between 22 and 9, 
mainly Meadow Browns. Hannah Charman, medical herbalist from Southsea, had nine people on her 
very successful Herb Walk. The displays provided by Steve Taylor of the Medicine Garden attracted a lot 
of interest as did the displays of photographs on the work the group and the wildlife of Brook Meadow. 
There was a continuous stream of children decorating butterflies and stars and hanging their wish for the 
world on our Wishing Tree. Some of wishes included: “More animals on Brook Meadow”, “No pollution”, 
“Water Voles”, a “Unicorn”, “Happiness and peace for all animals”. And last but by no means least, the 
Cakes!! Thank you so much to all who made such a good selection of delicious cakes and cookies.  A 
most successful day. My heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers who helped make this such a special event.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Breeding bird news 
This afternoon, I was lucky to see, and get some good photos of, an adult Whitethroat and two young 
Whitethroats in a tree on Brook Meadow.  This confirms that all three of our summer visitors, ie Blackcap, 
Chiffchaff and Whitethroat have bred successfully on Brook Meadow this year.   Meanwhile, on the river 
near the sluice gate a pair of Moorhen has four tiny chicks, probably their second brood.   
The local Mute Swan family from Peter Pond now seem settled with three of their original five children.  I 
saw another Mute Swan family with 4 small cygnets in Emsworth Marina on July 2, but a few days later 
there were none!  The other local Mute Swan family with 6 cygnets which usually hangs around the 
harbour by the quay are probably from Thorney Little Deeps (and not Langstone as first thought).     
 
Harbour news 
This is the time of year when the first of the “winter” migrants start to arrive.  Black-tailed Godwits are 
usually among the first to arrive from their breeding grounds in Iceland.  There were 22 in Emsworth 
Harbour on July 11 plus another two on the flooded fields of North Thorney, though numbers are bound to 
build up.  Godwits have also been seen at Pulborough Brooks.  Other birds of interest in the Emsworth 
Harbour include Redshank, Greenshank, Curlew, Common Tern and Mediterranean Gull.     
Sadly, for the second year running the Little Tern colony on Hayling Oysterbeds has failed to produce any 
youngsters due to predation by Black-headed Gulls and Kestrel.  A big problem.  Maybe cages would be 
an answer?   Common Terns have done well and  young Black-headed Gulls are everywhere.   
 
Other bird news  
The local Turtle Dove is still with us, listen for its soft purring in the Lumley area and look for it in the tall 
bare Willows in the garden of Gooseberry Cottage.  Listen also for the repeated “hoo hoo hoo” call of a 
Stock Dove.  A handsome male Bullfinch was a very welcome visitor to my garden on July 10.  It stayed 
long enough for me to get a few snaps of it through the window before it disappeared, not to return.  This 
was only the second Bullfinch I have had in my garden, the last one being almost 10 years ago.  There 
have been fewer Swifts than usual over Emsworth.  There were only three flying around the houses in 
Bridge Road today and eight is the most I have seen all summer.  Do they have a problem?   
 
Butterflies  
It has been a long wait, but butterflies are coming out at last.  I spent an hour or so on Brook Meadow this 
afternoon, during which I counted over 50 butterflies.  Meadow Browns were by far the most numerous, 
followed by Small Skipper, Gatekeeper, Large and Small Whites and one each of Comma, Peacock and 
Red Admiral.  I also had a Holly Blue in my back garden.  Despite a lot of searching, I could not find the 
Ringlet that Graham Walsgrove saw in the Lumley area during his butterfly walk on the Brook Meadow 
Open Day on Sunday.  Ringlet is a very scarce butterfly on Brook Meadow, I saw the last one on 12 July 
2005.   However, my best butterfly of the past two weeks was a Small Tortoiseshell, which Caroline 
French and I saw in front of Stansted House on July 3.  I had almost given up hope of seeing again this 
once common, but now increasingly rare butterfly.   
 
Other insects 
Brook Meadow is currently dominated by huge Hogweed plants and their white flower heads are 
especially attractive to red Soldier Beetles which bask and mate in the warm sun.  A lady visitor at the 
Open Day on Brook Meadow showed me a photo of another beetle with a distinctive yellow and black 
pattern on its body, which maybe the Longhorn Beetle - Strangalia maculata aka Rutpela maculata.    
I have seen three Harlequin Ladybirds in the past week, two on Brook Meadow alone.  These two were 
very dark and glossy with large red spots and white “cheeks”.  Apparently, they are a serious threat to our 
native Ladybirds and are spreading rapidly throughout the country.  For more information and help with ID 
go to the web site at . . . http://www.harlequin-survey.org/default.htm 
 
Plants 
Wild Angelica is now growing well on the Lumley area of Brook Meadow, and will soon be rivalling 
Hogweed in height.  Great Willowherb is another tall plant with bright pink flowers.  It used to dominate 
Brook Meadow before the conservation group took over, but is now in manageable proportions.  The 
white fluffy flowers of Meadowsweet can be seen and smelt in many areas of the meadow.  The brown 
sausage-shaped flower spikes of the Bulrushes are now showing well on the river.   
Finally, there is a rare plant in flower on the pavement outside number 18A Victoria Road.  This is only the 
second site in the area, as far a Ralph Hollins is aware, for Least Yellow Sorrel Oxalis exilis.   
  
For more information and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report and lots of other local wildlife 
news please go to my web site -  http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html 

http://www.harlequin-survey.org/default.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 25-26: June 16-29, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Report on Work Session – Sunday 15 June – by Pat Walsgrove 
On a lovely sunny morning, 8 volunteers turned out (Pat Walsgrove, Frances Jannaway, Jennifer Rye, 
Pam Phillips, Barbara Wrigley, Dave Lee, Tony Wilkinson and Graham Walsgrove), and they carried out 
the following tasks (some in preparation for the visit from Northern Parade School).  
Clearing the South Meadow bramble path of overhanging nettles and then cutting with the power scythe, 
also cutting the diagonal path and the area around the wishing tree using the power scythe. 
Planting the rest of the Ox-eye daisies, and the repair of a gap in the hurdle fencing along the riverbank. 
Weeding of the areas around the Alder Buckthorn, and carrying out a litter pick of the area around 
Palmers Road car park. 
All in all this was a very successful and enjoyable morning of work and thanks go to the willing volunteers 
for all their hard work and enthusiasm. The highlight of the morning was when Pam heard a Red Kite and 
several of us watched it ‘floating’ over the Meadow with its tail twisting. Wonderful! 
 
Report on Work Sessions - Friday 20 and Thursday 26 June 2008  
These two extra work sessions were organised to complete the preparation for the two school visits on 
Monday 30 June and 7 July. Tasks completed included strimming round the seats, steps, signcases and 
bins. Cutting the Community Area and occasional paths with the power scythe. Cutting back all the main 
paths and occasional paths with shears to remove overhanging Brambles and Nettles. Removing 
overhanging branches along the south path and several branches across entrances in Palmers Road 
copse. Some of the smaller branches were used to reinforce the hurdle fences along the riverbank. 
Cleaning all the signcases and information boards. Extending and tidying up the area around the Wishing 
Tree. Clearing a patch of Nettles from the western side of the North bridge. Putting up two new Water 
Vole notices. Watering the recently planted Ox-eye daisies. Trimming back Butterbur leaves overhanging 
the path. Clearing vegetation from around the young Osier saplings. Litter picking in Palmers Road 
copse.  
Forthcoming work sessions:  
Please note that the regular work session on Thursday 3 July has been cancelled but there will be an 
extra one on Thursday 10 July to prepare for the Brook Meadow Open Day. This work session will be 
followed by a short meeting at Pam Phillip’s house, 2 The Rookery, to finalise arrangements for the Open 
Day. Please come along if you can help out on the day. 
 
Dumping of garden rubbish 
A small amount of garden rubbish consisting of grass cuttings and variegated ivy has again been dumped 
onto the hedge next to the Seagull Lane kissing gate. This happened several times last year. And 
although the type and amount of rubbish dumped is not serious, Brook Meadow should not be used as a 
dumping ground for rubbish of any kind. If you see the culprit, please ask them to take their rubbish to the 
amenity tip.   
 
Vandalism to Wildflower notices 
The two Wildflower Area notices put up in the southern part of the North Meadow to protect the Orchids 
and Yellow Rattle were vandalised on Saturday evening. Replacement notices were put up this morning. 
 
Brook Meadow Open Day 
Brook Meadow Open Day is on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities planned for the day include: 
Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Lumley Trail, Herb Walk (starting at 2pm), Guided Walks, Butterfly transect, 
Grasses ID, Bat and Bird Box workshops and other wildlife activities. There will be lots of photographs of 
wildlife as well as the conservation work carried out in Brook Meadow. Homemade cakes and soft drinks 
will also be provided for a small charge. The event will be opened with ceremonial ribbon cutting by the 
Mayor of Havant at 11am next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. We 
hope you will join us to celebrate the Brook Meadow Local Nature Reserve.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day, 11am to 5pm.  
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
This has been a bumper year for Water Vole sightings on Brook Meadow, with the three seen yesterday 
by Caroline and Ray French taking us over the 100 mark for the first time ever.  Of course, this does not 
mean there are this number of Water Voles on the river, since many sightings will have been of the same 
animal.  Nevertheless, they certainly appear to be having a very good year.  Interestingly, the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust have just launched an appeal to save the Water Vole, but Emsworth does not get a mention 
in their literature!!  All the local Water Vole news and sightings are on the Group’s web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html     
 
Little Terns 
Sadly, news from Hayling Oysterbeds is not good.  For the second year running the Little Tern chicks 
have been predated, this time by Black-headed Gulls and Kestrel.  Just two chicks were on the islands 
when I was there for my wardening session last Tuesday and I expect those to have vanished when I 
return this week.  Clearly, something has to be done about the Black-headed Gulls which nest on the 
islands if the Little Tern colony is to survive, but what?  Removing the vegetation last winter clearly did not 
work.  Solutions (legal) to the Black-headed Gull problem are very welcome.  Meanwhile, young 
Black-headed Gulls are on the move, so look out for them on the millponds.  
 
Other bird news 
A Red Kite was spotted over Brook Meadow by a work party on June 15, a first for the meadow, but an 
increasingly common bird over our area.  Caroline French even had one over her garden.  Just shows the 
value of looking up!   That Turtle Dove is still purring from the garden of Gooseberry Cottage.  The local 
Mute Swan family on Slipper Millpond has lost another two cygnets over the past fortnight, now down to 
three.  I saw the latest casualty half-buried in mud in front of the Slipper Mill. I wonder what happened to 
it.   Another Swan family with 6 cygnets in the harbour are probably from Langstone.   
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies are starting to emerge at long last.  Meadow Browns, in particular, are out in force on Brook 
Meadow and elsewhere and Gatekeeper should follow soon.  Also, on Brook Meadow there are some 
very bright Commas, possibly of the ‘hutchinsoni’ variety and on June 28 I saw a Marbled White, which is 
a rare, though not unknown, visitor to Brook Meadow.  In general, White butterflies seem scarce, though 
a Large White was sniffing around the cabbages in our back garden at the weekend.    
The main local news was the emergence of White Admirals in Hollybank Woods.  I saw four on June 23 
and a couple of days later Tony Wootton got a great photo of two together, the first I have ever seen.  
Tony’s photo is on my web site.  Pauline Bond has also seen Silver-washed Fritillary in Hollybank Woods 
and Tony Wootton probably had a Dark Green Fritillary on Hayling Oysterbeds.   
 
Other insects 
A very distinctive metallic green flower beetle with swollen hind legs, known as "Thigh Beetle" (Oedemera 
nobilis), is now fairly common on Brook Meadow, usually seen inhabiting the large white trumpet flowers 
of Bindweed.  Unlike the carnivorous Soldier Beetle this one feeds on pollen.   
Wading through the grasses on Brook Meadow, I came across nine silk webs of the "Nursery-web 
spider", usually with the parent spider in close attendance.  They must be having a bumper year!   
 
Plant news 
Harebell is a new and unexpected addition to the Brook Meadow flora.  Frances found some next to the 
Southern Marsh Orchids, which suggests they came from the same source, ie Nigel Johnson’s garden.  
Frances also spotted a single flower spike of Marsh Woundwort pushing up through the jungle at the 
northern end of the Bramble path.  The Hedge Woundwort is abundant north of the causeway.   Great 
Willowherb, Spear Thistle and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea are also newly flowering.  
On Saturday afternoon, I ploughed my way through the dense vegetation on the Seagull Lane patch for 
the first time this year.  I found Black Horehound in flower and Stone Parsley was also present, though not 
in flower.  From the river bank I could just make out the Blue Water Speedwell (hybrid form) near the 
outfall and Branched Bur-reed with burrs.    As for the grasses, there is a very good crop of the hybrid 
Fescue (x Festulolium loliaceum) along the west side of the main path through the South Meadow and 
Marsh Foxtail is growing well on the (now dry) "Lumley puddle".  
Southern Marsh Orchid counts at Fishbourne Meadows and South Moor, Langstone are down for the 
third year running.  Climate change or bad management?  But the expansion of orchids at Fishbourne 
from zero to nearly 800 in 13 years must auger well for those on Brook Meadow.   
 
For all the news and photos of local wildlife go to: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 23-24: June 2-9, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Report on Work Session – Thursday 5th June 2008 by Wally Osborne 
The very welcome dry, sunny weather encouraged a good turnout of 12 volunteers on the meadow, 
which was looking especially lush with spring growth.   
The morning’s tasks were again aimed at preparation for our planned summer events and keeping 
control of vegetation encroaching on the occasional paths. Firstly, Tony Wootton set about cutting and 
extending the community area with the Power Scythe with Jil Meeson, Barbara Wrigley, Pat Walsgrove 
and Graham Walsgrove, raking and removing the arisings. Tony discovered some deep ‘pot holes’ during 
the cutting process, later filled in by Dave Lee. 
Meanwhile, Pam Phillips, Gaynor Wells, Patrick Murphy, Frances Jannaway and Dave Lee attacked the 
south meadow ‘bramble path’ nettles with hand tools, removing the arisings along this popular route. This 
proved to be quite a difficult task so that later, Jennifer Rye donned the protective gear and used our 
power strimmer to complete a very good overall job. 
After a well earned refreshment break, work on the ‘bramble path’ continued, whilst Frances led a small 
group in carefully cutting down with hand shears and removing, some of the many Hemlock Water 
Dropwort plants trying to take over the Lumley wet area. Later, this group moved on to carefully weed out, 
around the new hedgerow plants next to the Seagull Lane ‘kissing gate’. Graham and Tony traversed the 
whole network of occasional paths of the north and central meadows, cutting a single pathway and 
removing the arisings. This work is aimed at gently persuading visitors not to walk on the fine meadow 
vegetation.  There were many visitors and dogs during the morning and some appreciative comments 
were made, in recognition of the volunteers’ unstinting efforts.  
Photos of the work session are on the group web site:  
Go to . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 15 and Thursday 26 June (an extra one for school visits).   
 
Plant Survey 
A plant survey is being carried out in June to record the distribution of the variety of wildflowers including 
herbs, grasses, sedges and rushes on the various areas of the meadow. A metre square is thrown at 
random into the specified area and the plants within the square are identified and the frequency of each 
plant is recorded ranging from Rare to Dominant. This will provide useful information when deciding on 
the cutting programme for each of the areas.   
 
Wildflower Conservation Area 
Two notices have been put up in the southern part of the North Meadow asking walkers and their dogs to 
keep to the paths at all times. This is to protect the more delicate native wildflowers such as Orchids, 
Yellow Rattle and Ox-eye Daisy growing in this area.  
 
School Visits 
The annual visit by Northern Parade school (junior school in North End, Portsmouth) will take place on 
Monday 30 June & Monday 7 July, with a bad weather day on Friday 4 July. The activities provided 
include: Nature Trail, Grasses ID, Pooh Sticks, Bug Hunt and Wishing Tree. The children arrive at about 
10.15am and leave at about 2.30pm  
 
Brook Meadow Open Day 
Brook Meadow Open Day is on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities planned for the day include: 
Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Herb Walk (starting at 2pm), Guided Walks, Butterfly transect, Grasses ID and 
other wildlife activities. In addition, there will be lots of photographs of wildlife as well as the conservation 
work carried out in Brook Meadow. The event will be opened with ceremonial ribbon cutting by the Mayor 
of Havant at 11am next to the information board in Palmers Road car park.   
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Emsworth Trees mounted by Emsworth Tree Wardens, Emsworth Museum, North Street. Saturdays 
(10.30am to 4.30pm) and Sundays (2.30 to 4.30pm) in June. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day, 11am to 5pm.  
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
Water Vole sightings on the River Ems continue to pour in, including some from people who have never 
seen them before, surely a sign that they are having a good year.   
For all the Water Vole news and recent photos, go to the dedicated web page at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html    As always, I would appreciate 
hearing from you if you see a Water Vole. Phone: 01243375548 or e-mail to  brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Bird news 
On June 9th, I finally managed to track down the Turtle Dove that has been heard purring in the vicinity of 
the garden of Gooseberry Cottage for the past couple of weeks (see web site for photo).   
The long-standing 12 Mallard ducklings, now quite mature and without Mum, are still on Emsworth 
Millpond.  This week they were joined by another Mallard family with 10 young ducklings.   
I am pleased to say, the Blackbirds and Blue Tits have successfully fledged from nests in my garden, 
though the latter went without saying goodbye!   A range of young birds are now coming into the gardens, 
so it is important to keep putting food out for them.   
It was good to see Swifts screaming around the houses in the past week, though the UK breeding 
population is in big trouble due mainly to human interference in their traditional nesting habitat, ie. in our 
homes and other buildings.  So, do not block up holes in your roofs and under the eaves.   
 
Little Tern news 
There is great excitement on Hayling Oysterbeds at the moment, where nine broods of Little Tern chicks 
have recently hatched out of 27 or so pairs on nests.  But, it is too soon to celebrate, as it was this time 
last year when rats got onto the tern islands with such devastating effect.   Another threat to the terns 
comes from the 150 or so Black-headed Gulls nesting on the islands and there has already been some 
conflict between them.  Also nesting on the tern islands are Common Terns and Ringed Plover.  As for the 
Oystercatchers that we thought may be sitting on Ringed Plover eggs, well, they have produced 4 healthy 
chicks, all pure Oystercatcher!    
 
Insects 
In general, butterflies continue to be scarce, though Peacock, Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Comma and 
Small Heath have been seen locally and the first Meadow Brown of the year was on Brook Meadow on 
June 7th.  Gatekeepers and Skippers should be out very soon, but I have given up hope of ever seeing a 
Small Tortoiseshell again.   
The very attractive Banded Demoiselle damselflies are now fluttering around the streams like large 
butterflies; the males are blue with a dark band across their wings.  Other interesting sightings on Brook 
Meadow include a 14-spot Ladybird,  "Thigh Beetles" (Oedemera nobilis), Peacock caterpillars and two 
sightings of a “Nursery-web Spider” (Pisaura mirabilis) which carries its young in a large white cocoon.  
 
Orchids 
This looks like a good year for orchids.   On Brook Meadow we have made a small but hopefully 
significant start with Common Spotted, Southern Marsh and Bee Orchids showing well for the second 
year running.  But you must go to Fishbourne Meadows or Portsdown Hill for larger numbers.   
 
Grasses and sedges 
With the grasses on Brook Meadow already at head height, the time must be close when we shall need a 
search and rescue service for lost walkers!  Seriously, the star grass is False Oat-grass which makes a 
great spectacle as it sways in the wind, but for sheer pleasure you must feel the silky shafts of Yorkshire 
Fog.  Overall, we have 35 different species of grass on Brook Meadow of which 22 have been found so far 
this year.  Sedges and rushes are also doing very well with Divided Sedge, Distant Sedge and False Fox 
Sedge abundant and Saltmarsh Rush around the "Lumley puddle".    
 
Slipper Millpond  
On Friday morning Gavin Miller and I had our annual mooch around the shores of Slipper Millpond.  Red 
Fescue is flourishing on the west bank and a host of wild, and not so wild flowers, are on the east bank.  
Newly flower were Bristly Ox-tongue, Wild Carrot and Mugwort with Perennial Sow-thistle and Stone 
Parsley not quite out.   We spent some time poring over the docks, finding three species.  We also found 
Russian Comfrey but, there was no sign of the Common Calamint which Gavin found near the Strawberry 
Tree last year.  A puzzling grass growing in a pot outside Gavin’s front door turned out to be Creeping 
Bent-grass and there is a lot more of it on the path to the west of Dolphin Quay.   
 
For all news and photos of local wildlife go to: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 21-22: May 19 – June 1, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work sessions in June 
Tasks for future work sessions include: Cutting and raking ‘community’ area in central meadow; Cutting 
occasional paths; Weeding native hedge at Seagull Lane entrance; Weeding round young trees such as 
Horse Chestnut; Planting rest of Ox-eye daisy seedlings;  Building willow hurdle fences to fill in several 
‘gaps’ along the riverbank path; Litter picking and removing rubbish from River Ems. 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 5 and Sunday 15 June.   
 
Path cutting 
Strimming the edges of the main paths in Brook Meadow is carried out by HBC on a regular basis during 
the summer. I usually contact Les the strimmer operative when I think the paths need doing which 
depends on what events we have planned, such as guided walks and school visits. This year, the work 
started a bit later than usual because Les was on holiday. This work has now been completed and will 
continue on a regular basis. 
 
Guided Spring Walk on Sunday 25 May 
It was a cloudy but warm Sunday morning for the 4 ladies who accompanied Brian Fellows on a Guided 
Spring Walk through Brook Meadow. The Crack Willows were just starting to produce their fluffy seeds 
which fill the car park with ‘snow’.   From the south bridge the group had a good sighting of a Water Vole 
swimming north.  Chiffchaff and Blackcap were heard singing along with many common birds.  This is an 
exciting time in Brook Meadow with many wildflowers blooming, such as Ragged Robin, Cut-leaved 
Cranesbill, Hedge Mustard, Winter Cress and Common Sorrel.  Brian also showed Common Spotted and 
Southern Marsh Orchids and the masses of Yellow Rattle which the Conservation Group sowed last year.  
Other plants included Divided Sedge and grasses like Meadow Foxtail and Timothy.  Many thanks to 
Brian for a very pleasant and instructive amble through Brook Meadow.   
 
Evening Herb Walk - Report by Jennifer Rye  
On 29 May, a miraculously dry Thursday evening, eight people gathered in Palmers Road Copse to learn 
about Herbal First Aid from Steve Taylor, our local Emsworth herbalist. With a wealth of personal 
experience, and a deep knowledge of his subject, he introduced us to the many medicinal uses of 
common plants that grow literally on our doorstep. 
Without dismissing the usefulness of modern ‘scientific’ medicines, he demonstrated that common folk 
remedies, which our ancestors relied upon, are frequently shown to contain those very elements, which 
are synthesised by pharmaceutical companies. Often the folk name for a plant can suggest its use – 
‘eyebright’, ‘woundwort’, plantain also known as ‘ploughman’s woundwort’, and comfrey which is also 
known as ‘knit bone’. 
Probably, many of us know that dock leaves are good for nettle stings, but did you realise that the most 
effective way to use them is to squeeze the juice out and mix it with saliva for application? It’s good for 
other skin conditions, too, like burns. A concoction of boiled dock roots was traditionally used for boils and 
abscesses and a hot poultice made from the seeds of the plant for tumours. 
Willow leaves and new bramble tops contain salicylic acid – he proved this to us by making us taste the 
leaves. Pain relief from the plants around us – what’s new about that? Old and yet ever new, as fresh 
generations learn to hark back to earlier wisdom. 
Your help is needed for the Brook Meadow Open Day 
Brook Meadow Open Day is on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities planned for the day include: 
Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Guided Walks, Butterfly transect, Grasses ID and other wildlife activities. In 
addition, there will be lots of photographs of wildlife as well as the conservation work carried out in Brook 
Meadow. The event will be opened with ceremonial ribbon cutting by the Mayor of Havant at about 11am.  
Help is needed setting up and taking down the gazebos, etc and manning the various activities during the 
day. If you would like to help out, even if only for a few hours, please contact me, Frances, or any of the 
BMCG committee.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Saturdays (10.30am to 4.30pm and Sundays (2.30 to 4.30pm) in June: Emsworth Trees, mounted by 
Emsworth Tree Wardens, Emsworth Museum, North Street. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
Water Voles seem to be flourishing on the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  So far this year, I have logged an 
astonishing 84 sightings, which far exceeds that of previous years.  This, of course, does not mean there 
are this number of Voles on the river, since most of these sightings will have been of the same animal.   
But we think there are at least 4 females holding territories along the river, along with two or more males.  
This year's sightings have undoubtedly been enhanced by increased observer coverage and, in 
particular, the dedicated efforts of Caroline and Ray French who have accounted for almost half of all the 
sightings.  Especially exciting is the sighting of young Water Voles, ie smaller than the full grown adults.  
Last Thursday Pam Phillips watched a couple of young voles playing and “wrestling” near the sluice gate.  
For all the details along with photos go to the dedicated web page at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html    As always, I would appreciate 
hearing from you if you see a Water Vole. Phone: 01243375548 or e-mail to  brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan pair still have their 5 healthy cygnets on Slipper Millpond.  There is another Mute Swan 
pair with 7 small cygnets ensconced beneath the quay in Emsworth Harbour; I’m not sure where they 
came from, possibly from Thorney Little Deeps.  The Coot pair nesting on the raft nearest the bridge on 
Slipper Millpond have raised a second brood of chicks and there is another Coot family with 5 small 
chicks on the pond.  Coots are trying yet again to build a nest in the centre of Peter Pond, but like all 
others before, it is doomed to failure.  But better news concerns the amazing Mallard family of 12 
ducklings on the town millpond; they are still present and growing rapidly.  That must be a record!    
 
Young birds 
Young Starlings appeared about a week ago and are now gathered in noisy flocks around the town.  
House Sparrows have also fledged.  Caroline French spotted a brood of three young Blackcaps just out 
of the nest, in Palmer's Road Copse on Saturday.  Caroline’s lovely photo of them perched on a branch is 
on my web site.   I suspect young Chiffchaffs are also on the meadow, but I have not heard or seen 
anything of the Whitethroats for some time and I fear they may not have nested.  I am still waiting for the 
Blue Tits and Blackbirds to fledge from nests in my back garden.   
Good news is that the Little Terns are prospering at Hayling Oysterbeds, where about 26 were sitting on 
nests when I was there last Tuesday.  Great birds and well worth a visit.  Also nesting on “Tern Islands” 
are Common Terns, Ringed Plovers, Oystercatchers and (sadly, too many) Black-headed Gulls.  
Meanwhile, Ralph Hollins has seen Little Egrets nesting for the first time ever in the trees behind 
Langstone Mill Pond.   
 
Other bird news 
Swifts are generally regular birds in Emsworth, screaming around the houses, but they have not been 
nearly so evident this year.  Ralph Hollins says the same applies to Havant.  So I was particularly pleased 
to find about 30 of them actively feeding over the lakes on Milton Common last Wednesday.   
Jean and I were looking for Water Voles in Brook Meadow this evening, when we heard the distinct 
purring of a Turtle Dove in the South Meadow near the Bramble bushes by the garden of Gooseberry 
Cottage.  This was a first for Brook Meadow and it will be interesting to see if the bird stays around.   
 
Wild flowers 
The orchids in Brook Meadow are coming along nicely with three Southern Marsh Orchids showing well 
(only two were planted last year) and three Common Spotted Orchids (only two last year, but no sign of 
any Bee Orchids as yet.  If you spot one let me know.  Ralph Hollins reports 70 Southern Marsh Orchids 
are flowering on the South Moor at Langstone.  Could be a good year.  Grasses on Brook Meadow are 
also doing well, with False Oat-grass looking particularly fine around the meadow.  An unusual grass to 
look out for is Festulolium loliaceum (a hybrid between Meadow Fescue and Perennial Ryegrass) which 
is currently showing well on the north east path in the same area as last year.  Other recently flowering 
plants on the meadow include Hedge Woundwort, Nipplewort, Hairy Buttercup, White Clover, 
Silverweed, Saltmarsh Rush and Jointed Rush. There are at least three plants of the rare Narrow-leaved 
Water-plantain in the Westbrook Stream, though they are not yet in flower.   
 
Other wildlife news 
Amazingly, a White Admiral was seen in Hollybank Woods on May 11 by Jane Brook, the first ever 
recorded in Britain before June 1.  During a Bird Atlas Survey in the Up Marden area, Caroline French and 
I came across a group of 8 Fallow Deer, including two pure white animals – photo on my web site.   
 
For all news and photos of local wildlife go to: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 19-20: May 5-18, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Report on Work Session Sunday 21st May 2008 - Report by Wally Osborne  
The very welcome dry, sunny weather encouraged a good turnout of 11 volunteers onto the meadow, 
which was looking especially lush with spring growth. 
The morning’s tasks were mainly aimed at preparation for our planned summer events and keeping 
control of some encroaching vegetation. 
Firstly, Graham Walsgrove set about cutting the community area with the Power Scythe with Barbara 
Wrigley, Dave Lee and Wally, raking and removing the arisings. Meanwhile, Pam Phillips, Patrick Murphy 
and Frances Jannaway were in the Lumley Stream wet area, carefully cutting down with hand shears, the 
many Hemlock Water Dropwort plants which always try to take over this botanically diverse area.  For 
safety’s sake, all of the arisings were bagged and removed.  Meanwhile, Pat Walsgrove and Penny Aylett 
worked with hand shears to cut back excess growth along the main meadow gravel paths, because HBC 
have been unable to do their usual job to date due to holiday absences. These works took us through to 
our tea / coffee / biscuit break, provided by Pat. 
Afterwards, Graham and Patrick took the Power Scythe to trim back the occasional paths around the 
south meadow, with Patrick getting some tuition in ‘driving the machine’ and thereby giving us a greater 
spread of skills.  Jenny Thomas then arrived in time for tea, joining Frances and Barbara in the task of 
planting some Oxeye Daisy plants in the north meadow, adjacent but not close to our Orchids and Yellow 
Rattle growths.  These plants were believed to have been on the meadow some time ago and we have 
decided to re-introduce them, using seed obtained from Sticky Wicket Meadow in Dorset.  
The areas around the steps, seats, bins and notice boards were strimmed by Dave and a good job he 
made of it too. Jennifer Rye also arrived for tea break and then joined Pam in Palmers Road Copse, 
armed with shears and litter pickers, to clear the way around the Water Vole notice board / fence and tidy 
this litter prone area yet again. Lastly, Jennifer gave Dave some training in Butterfly Transect activities. 
Some worked on way past midday to complete their tasks and everyone deserves our sincere thanks for 
their unstinting efforts, especially Patrick, who suffered a cut lip when he slipped over on the damp grass. 
Thanks again to everyone.   
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 25 May: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am in Palmers 
Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to 
non members. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
Water Vole sightings continue to come in thick and fast.  However, with the increased growth of bankside 
vegetation, they will get harder to see.  I have heard from Graham Roberts (Water Vole man of 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust) who was pleased to hear about our Water Vole sightings.  He said it looked as 
if there were four female and two male territories on the river.  However, as the first brood disperses 
territories will be reduced, though this normally balances back again at the end of the season.  Graham 
said, at some marginal sites some Voles only to have one or two young first in the spring, so our sightings 
of several youngsters are very encouraging.  Graham also confirmed Patrick Murphy’s photo as a Water 
Shrew and encouraged us to keep a look out for them.   
Please report all sightings to me by e-mail or phone (375548).   You can keep up with all the Water Vole 
news on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Little Terns 
There was plenty of activity from the Little Terns on Hayling Oysterbeds last week with lots of comings 
and goings with small fish.  Warden, Jason Crook has found one very early nest with eggs, though this is 
early days.  Jason thinks there are about 100 Little Terns in Langstone Harbour as a whole, with about 70 
on the RSPB Islands and the rest on the Oysterbeds.  Jason has also located an Oystercatcher 
apparently sitting on a nest containing the eggs of a Ringed Plover.  Maybe, the chicks will think they are 
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Oystercatchers, which should be interesting!   Despite concerted efforts last winter to discourage 
Black-headed Gulls by removing the vegetation from the islands, they are back in force with around 50 
sitting on nests already, which cannot be good news for nesting Terns.  Incidentally if you haven’t yet 
heard a Cuckoo then one is singing at the Oysterbeds.   
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan family with six cygnets that hatched from Peter Pond a couple of weeks ago appear to be 
doing well under the constant care of their parents.  There was a bit of a skirmish with the other Mute 
Swan pair that attempted to nest on Slipper Millpond, but they have now gone from the scene.  There is 
no further news of any other local Mute Swan families which is surprising considering the number we had 
last year.  The Coots that nested on the first raft on Slipper Millpond still have their two, now quite mature, 
chicks and should have a few more tiny ones from a second brood fairly soon.   Another Coot family with 
5 tiny chicks have appeared on Peter Pond, probably from the nest in the reedbeds.  A Mallard was on the 
Lumley Stream this afternoon with her 11 newly hatched ducklings.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies are not exactly abundant this spring so far.  There are a few Whites on the wing, including 
some Green-veined Whites which are typically weaker fliers than the other whites.  Peacocks and 
Speckled Wood are also about.  This afternoon, I saw my first Comma since the beginning of April on 
Brook Meadow along with the first Soldier Beetle on the flower head of Cow Parsley.  If you have Lily 
plants in your garden check them for Lily Beetles Lilioceris lilii .  I found a cluster of this red-bodied, 
black-legged beetle in my garden last week.  Apparently, the larvae of the beetle can strip a plant bare, 
but I did not remove them from mine; somewhat perversely I prefer the beetles to the plant!   
 
Orchids galore 
It looks like a great year for orchids with thousands of Green-winged Orchids at Gunner Point on Hayling 
Beach - look for them near the pill box in front of the golf course.  There is also a record number of 
Early-purple Orchids in Hollybank Woods – I counted 745 last week, including one pure white flowered 
spike.  They are well worth a visit if you know how to get to them.   
The orchids are also coming up on Brook Meadow with three Common Spotted Orchids now flowering on 
the North Meadow.  The Bee Orchids which we had on the meadow last year should also be out later this 
month.  The two Southern Marsh Orchids planted last year on Brook Meadow are opening their flowers, 
but Ralph Hollins fears the plants at the Langstone South Moors site may have been adversely affected 
by flooding of the area with sea water in mid-March.   
 
Other wild flowers 
Goat's Beard is now flowering on Brook Meadow and around Peter Pond.  This is a distinctive yellow 
daisy with sharp pointed bracts radiating outwards.  The flowers close at midday, hence its old name 
“Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon”.  Other plants recently flowering on Brook Meadow include Cut-leaved 
Crane's-bill, Bittersweet, Hemlock Water-dropwort and Yellow Flag, the latter a bit earlier than usual.   
Ragged Robin is looking good on the Lumley area of Brook Meadow, though there are far fewer flowering 
plants than in previous years.  Common Sorrel is also showing up well on the Lumley area of Brook 
Meadow with its red flower spikes prominent.   
 
Grasses, sedges and rushes  
Grasses, sedges and rushes are not everyone’s favourite plants, but since the late Gwynne Johnson 
introduced me to them several years ago, I have been hooked.  Brook Meadow is an excellent place to 
study and appreciate them and they are showing up particularly well at the present time.   
Grasses have gone mad over the past two weeks and are up to waist height on the meadow and set to 
get taller.  All the common varieties are well represented, including, Meadow Foxtail, Cocksfoot, Barren 
Brome, Soft Brome, Tall Fescue and Rough Meadow-grass with Timothy, False Oat-grass, Perennial 
Ryegrass and Yorkshire Fog (my favourite) just starting to show.  There are 35 different grasses on the 
Brook Meadow list so there are a lot more to come.  To distinguish them you need to look at the “flowers” 
or spikelets at the top of the stems (not the leaves).  Of the less common grasses, Plicate Sweet-grass 
can be found in the River Ems and on the Westbrook Stream behind Bridge Road car park and Yellow 
Oat-grass grows well on the grass verge by the town millpond.  I will discuss sedges and rushes another 
time, but to whet your appetite there are some fine examples of False Fox Sedge in large tufts behind the 
signcase on the South Meadow.   
 
For all news and photos of local wildlife go to: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 17-18: April 21 – May 4, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session Thursday 1 May – report by Jennifer Rye 
After many days of rain and wind, it was a relief when May Day dawned sunny and slightly warmer. Nine 
volunteers turned up, including Patrick, a new member. Two of the men donned waders and cleared 
debris and litter from the lower stretches of the Ems which was running high after all the recent rain. An 
alarming number of bottles found their way to the appropriate bottle bank. They then cleared some car 
parts from the northern stretch of the river behind the industrial estate. Two different Water Voles were 
seen during the morning, evidently collecting nesting material – perhaps rebuilding after the recent rains 
had flooded their burrows. It was good to see them out in the spring sunshine. 
Meanwhile, the rest tackled the job of selectively clearing rapidly growing vegetation  
(mainly stinging nettles and grasses) from around the Alder Buckthorns, young Horse Chestnuts and the 
Hawthorn hedge between the central and north meadows. After the coffee break, we all turned to clearing 
several heaps of wood chippings from the north meadow, using them to mulch around the young trees.  
After the main work session, Jennifer and Barbara carried out the weekly butterfly transect; orange tips 
and small whites were around during the morning. 
Many thanks to all the regulars, and a warm welcome to our 2 newest active recruits, David Minns and 
Patrick Murphy. 
Tasks for future work sessions include: cutting and raking ‘community’ area in central meadow; planting 
Knapweed and Ox-eye daisy seedlings; cutting occasional paths as necessary; building hurdle fences in 
several ‘gaps’ along the riverbank path; finishing building the hurdle fence in Palmers Road copse.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 18 May; Thursday 5 June.   
 
Guided Spring Walk postponed  
The walk led by Brian Fellows planned for Sunday 27 April was cancelled due to bad weather and has 
been rearranged for Sunday 25 May. 
 
Your help is needed for the following Brook Meadow events: 
The annual visit by Northern Parade school (primary school in Cosham) will take place on Monday 30 
June and Monday 7 July – (they are coming twice this year!) with a bad weather day on Friday 4 July. 
The activities provided include:  Nature Trail, Grasses ID, Pooh Sticks, Bug Hunt and Wishing Tree. The 
children arrive at about 10.15am and leave at about 2.30pm but we have to start getting ready for the day 
at about 8.30am. If you can help with setting up or taking down the gazebos, etc. or with any of the 
activities, please get in touch with Wally Osborne -  wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
A week later, we are having a Brook Meadow Open Day on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities 
planned for the day include: Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Guided Walks, Butterfly transect, Grasses ID and 
other wildlife activities. In addition, there will be lots of photographs of wildlife as well as the conservation 
work carried out in Brook Meadow. The event will be opened with ceremonial ribbon cutting by the Mayor 
of Havant at about 11am. 
Help is needed setting up and taking down the gazebos, etc and manning the various activities during the 
day. If you would like to help out, even if only for a few hours, please contact me, Frances, or any of the 
BMCG committee.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 25 May: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am in Palmers 
Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to 
non members. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
mailto:wjn545@homecall.co.uk


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
Water Vole sightings have been coming in thick and fast over the past couple of weeks.  They are from 
four main areas of the river, evenly spaced out about 100 metres apart: A – above the north bridge to the 
bend, B – south of the gasholder in front of the grey metal fence, C – opposite the observation fence near 
the sluice gate and D – above the south bridge.  There is a map on the web site marking out these areas 
of activity – address below.   My tentative guess is that these could be the territories of four females which 
are being served by two or more males, whose territories overlap the females.  Females have only one 
mate, but males are polygamous and may have more than one mate.   
To complicate matters slightly Patrick Murphy sent me a photo of what looks like a Water Shrew which he 
took on Brook Meadow this week.  These are smaller than Water Voles with a pointed snout.   
Please report all sightings to me by e-mail or phone (375548).   You can keep up with all the Water Vole 
news on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Summer visitors 
Most of our summer visitors will now have arrived on our shores, many of them having had to negotiate 
not only the rigours of crossing the Sahara Desert, but also the guns and snares of hunters around the 
Mediterranean.  It’s amazing they get here at all.   
All three of our summer visitors are back on Brook Meadow.  Whitethroat was the last to arrive about a 
week ago and three can now be heard singing their short scratchy songs.  There are also three Blackcaps 
and three Chiffchaffs on the meadow, mainly located in the wooded areas.   
Sid Davies heard the first Cuckoo on Thorney Island, but not yet heard in Emsworth.  Two Nightingales 
are singing magnificently in Marlpit Lane in Woodmancote, surely the finest songsters in the whole of the 
bird world.   Caroline French and I were amazed to hear two Garden Warblers in Stansted Forest on our 
Bird Atlas Survey last Friday.   
Swifts are always the last of the migrants to arrive and just this afternoon (May 4) I saw six of them circling 
in the sky over Emsworth; soon they will be creaming around the houses.   
Meanwhile, over on Hayling Oysterbeds everything ready for the arrival of the Little Terns.  Measures to 
control rats and deter Black-headed Gulls are in operation and the wardening scheme starts next week.    
Anyone interested in helping with wardening please get contact Jason Crook at jasonc@hwt.org.uk 
 
Millpond news 
Breaking news today is that the Mute Swan nesting in the reedbeds on Peter Pond has hatched six 
cygnets!  Thanks to Barbara Shepherd for the news.  However, they were not the first to appear in the 
local area this year, beaten by a few days by those on Langstone Mill Pond.   
As for the second pair of Swans, which have been ensconced on Slipper Millpond for the past few weeks, 
today’s high tide made short work of their flimsy nest on the west bank.  They are clearly a young and 
inexperienced pair, and not the same pair that nested here last year.  One of them has pink legs, which 
means it is “Polish” Swan.  Shoals of Grey Mullett glide below the surface of the pond.   
The Coot is back on her nest on Slipper Millpond, with the two remaining chicks from her first brood being 
looked after by her mate.  One of the other pairs of Coot appear to be attempting nest building on the 
large central raft, but there is no protection there from the ever present gulls.   
Three Reed Warblers are chuntering away, two on Peter Pond and one on Slipper Millpond.   
 
Wild Flowers 
On Brook Meadow Creeping and Meadow Buttercups showing well and there is a fine display of Bulbous 
Buttercups in the fields on the way to Westbourne.  Cow Parsley is looking good along the main river path 
and the white flowered Garlic Mustard is out everywhere.  Common Comfrey has some plants with white 
flowers and others with purple flowers.  I was pleased to find a good growth of Common Sorrel on the 
Lumley area, with red flower spikes not quite open and distinctive arrow-shaped leaves with basal lobes 
pointing backwards, a plant I had great difficulty in finding last year.   
The first bright pink flowers are now out on Tree Mallow around Slipper Millpond and the large Buddleja is 
also flowering at the start of Slipper Road.    
Of the sedges, both Divided Sedge and Distant Sedge are abundant on Brook Meadow.  Distant Sedge 
shows up particularly well in tight clumps with numerous yellow spikelets.   Sea Club-rush and Red 
Fescue are coming out on the banks of Slipper Millpond.   
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies seem a bit slow to emerge. Those on the wing at present include Orange Tip, Small White, 
Speckled Wood, Holly Blue and Peacock.  Robin Pottinger and I thought we saw a Harlequin Ladybird.    
 
For all news and photos of local wildlife go to: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
mailto:jasonc@hwt.org.uk
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 15-16: April 7-20, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session Sunday 20 April 
It was a remarkably warm, sunny morning especially as the weather had been so cold and windy on the 
Saturday and the days before.  With an amazing turnout of 13 people (Frances, Wally, Pam, Jennifer, 
Dave, Pat, Graham, Richard, Jil, Penny, Jenny, Leslie and a new volunteer Jeni), we managed to 
complete a number of varied tasks. The first was to carry out a litter pick of Palmers Road copse and the 
main part of the meadow. The other task in Palmers Road copse was to cut down nettles which had 
grown up against the Water Vole fence, prune the Hawthorn hedge, cut back Brambles and repair the 
Water Vole fence. On the main meadow, the strimmer was used to cut back vegetation from around 
signcases, bins, steps and seat. In addition, nettles which were starting to invade the Seagull Lane 
entrance area were cut back as were areas around the young Oak tree. The third task was to reinstall the 
Water Vole notice near the North bridge which was leaning over. In addition, a gap at the end of the 
wooden fence at the Seagull Lane entrance was repaired to prevent people and dogs using it as a short 
cut. The fourth task concerned various tree aftercare jobs. The first of which was to remove the stakes 
from the Black Poplars as they were rubbing against the tree which was causing damage. The nettles 
were cut down from around the bases of these two trees on the eastern edge of the central meadow, and 
then mulched with a layer of wood chippings. The same treatment was given to the Aspen in the north 
meadow. The wood chippings which had been put round the Rowans on the eastern side of the north 
meadow were cleared from around the bases of the trees to avoid rotting. After a well earned break 
provided by Pat and Graham, we prepared the ground and planted 4 Osier cuttings in the area where we 
have already planted 4 other Osiers. The area round all the Osiers was cleared of excess vegetation and 
mulched with chippings. Finally, several of the lower branches from one of the Crack Willows on the 
western side of the north meadow were removed. During the work session, we heard Chiffchaff singing 
and saw several butterflies including Speckled Wood, Peacock, Brimstone, Orange Tip and Small White.  
Tasks for future work sessions include: finishing the hurdle fence in Palmers Road copse, removing 
excess vegetation from around Alder Buckthorns, Horse Chestnuts, etc. and mulching with chippings. 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 1 May, Sunday 18 May.   
 
Northern Parade Primary School visits 
The annual visit by Northern Parade school (primary school in Cosham) had to be cancelled last year 
because of bad weather. The children who could not come last year were very disappointed, so we have 
agreed to organise two field trip days this year. The dates for these visits are Monday 30 June and 
Monday 7 July, with a bad weather day on Friday 4 July. The activities provided will be the same as in 
previous years and include:  Nature Trail, Grasses ID, Pooh Sticks, Bug Hunt and Wishing Tree. The 
children arrive at about 10.15am and leave at about 2.30pm but we have to start getting ready for the day 
at about 8.30am. If you can help with setting up or taking down the gazebos, etc. or with any of the 
activities, please get in touch with Wally Osborne -  wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
Brook Meadow Open Day – Sunday 13 July 
To mark the designation of Brook Meadow as a Local Nature Reserve – the first one in Emsworth – the 
BMCG committee are holding an Open Day on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities planned for the 
day include: Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Guided Walks, Butterfly transect, Grasses ID and other wildlife 
activities. In addition, there will be lots of photographs of wildlife as well as the conservation work carried 
out in Brook Meadow.  Help is needed setting up and taking down the gazebos, etc and manning the 
various activities during the day. If you would like to help out, even if only for a few hours, please contact 
me, Frances, or any of the BMCG committee.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 27 April: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am in Palmers 
Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to 
non members. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
mailto:wjn545@homecall.co.uk


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
With so many people looking out for Water Voles on the river, we are getting a good number of sightings, 
but all but a few have been from the same area, near or just below the sluice gate.  But, on April 16, Kate 
Kerridge, a regular walker in Brook Meadow, saw a pair of Water Voles, apparently mating, just north of 
the Seagull Lane bridge.  This was the first sighting we have had from this area of the river this year and 
probably indicates the presence of another pair of Voles.  Please keep a look out and let me know if you 
see one by e-mail or on 375548.  You can keep up with all the Water Vole news on the group web site at 
. . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Bird News 
Most birds are now nesting, with Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, Dunnock, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, 
Greenfinch and Chaffinch particularly busy around Brook Meadow.  Blue Tits have been seen entering 
two of the nest boxes provided for them several years ago by the conservation group in Palmer's Road 
Copse.   Three pairs of Moorhen are probably nesting on the River Ems.   
As for the summer migrants Chiffchaff and Blackcap have arrived in force, particularly in Hollybank 
Woods where I also heard a Willow Warbler last week.  A Reed Warbler has been singing again from the 
reedbeds on Peter Pond, but we are still waiting for Whitethroat.  Cuckoos have been heard in the New 
Forest, but not locally as yet.  Has anyone seen a Swallow?   
A lady phoned me last week to say there was a Mallard with 8 ducklings marching up Westbourne 
Avenue.  Sadly, there is nothing really one can do to help them apart from shooing them off the road.  
Mallard often nest in daft places and most of the offspring do not survive the attentions of Mr Fox.    
Jason Crook is once again organising the volunteer wardens to monitor the Little Tern colony on Hayling 
Oysterbeds.  Measures are now in force to tackle problems with rats and Black-headed Gulls which had a 
serious impact on the tern colony over the past two years.   
 
Millpond news 
Our local Mute Swan has been sitting tight on her nest in the reedbeds on Peter Pond for the last 4 weeks, 
but still has some time to go before the eggs hatch – probably the first week in May.  Meanwhile, her mate 
is usually on the water nearby.  Ominously, another pair of Mute Swans has turned up on Slipper 
Millpond, probably the same birds that nested here last year and caused such mayhem.  This afternoon, 
I found this second pair busy nest building on the edge of the west bank of the pond.  It will be interesting 
to see how this situation develops.  Meanwhile, there is no sign of any nest building on the town millpond 
from the pair that built the "litter nest" there last year.   
The Coot pair that nested on the raft nearest the bridge on Slipper Millpond produced four chicks, but I 
could only see one chick being fed by its parents when I checked this afternoon.  The others may well 
have gone down the throats of the local Herring Gulls.  The other Coot nest on the southern-most raft on 
the pond appears to have been abandoned.  There is no sign of any Coot nest on Peter Pond.   
 
Wild Flowers 
Bluebells are looking good in the usual areas in Hollybank Woods with a few Wood Anemones mixed in 
among them.  The Early-purple Orchids are also starting to flower, with more to come.  Cow Parsley is out 
generally around the local area and it looks like a good year.  On Brook Meadow, Robin Pottinger was the 
first to spot Cuckooflower on the river bank on April 8.  Others wild flowers now out locally include Ground 
Ivy, Garlic Mustard, Herb-Robert, Water Forget-me-not and Red Clover.     
I was pleased to find Wood Speedwell flowering in Hollybank Woods on April 14, then a couple of days 
later an eagle-eyed Ralph Hollins spotted some Wall Speedwell beneath the hedge at the northern 
entrance to Bridge Road car park - within a few yards of my front door!   I am not surprised I did not see it, 
since it is so low and its tiny blue flowers are almost hidden by its leaves.   
As for grasses, there is plenty of Meadow Foxtail on Brook Meadow, but little movement of other grasses, 
but for a bit of Cocksfoot on Peter Pond and Tall Fescue near the Baptist Church.  However, Greater 
Pond Sedge and Divided Sedge are now both showing well on Brook Meadow.    
 
Willow catkins  
“Pussy” Willow catkins came out some weeks ago on Brook Meadow.  They were followed by the long 
yellow catkins on the tall “Basford” Willows on the south side of Palmer's Road Car Park, many of which 
are falling to the ground.  Now the standard Crack Willows on the river banks are sprouting catkins.  
These willows are actually a variation called Salix fragilis var. russelliana or Bedford Willow and are all 
females, probably having been planted at the same time from a common stock.   
 
For more news and photos of local wildlife: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 13-14: 24 March – 6 April 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session  
Thursday 3 April - report by Jennifer Rye.  Warm but not sunny weather on the workday morning dictated 
the tasks that we undertook.  We had planned to do a training session for the butterfly transect, but 
without any sun, there were no butterflies about. Instead, we concentrated on removing Brambles from 
the western edge of the North Meadow, where they were really beginning to take over to the detriment of 
other plant species.  Another group of volunteers tackled the fallen willow which was partially blocking the 
flow of the River Ems between the sluice and the S bend, which was finally achieved with the help of the 
new crosscut saw and a new volunteer, David Minns. Graham and Dave Lee got to grips with the new 
saw, and reckoned they were improving their technique with it all the time!  
After a coffee break (thanks to Pam for that), the group split into 2 again; one group continued with the 
Bramble battle, while the other group made a start on building a hurdle fence behind the bottle bank area 
in Palmers Road car park, to prevent blown refuse from disfiguring the nearby area of the Palmers Road 
copse.  We were very grateful to Pete Hodges of the Havant Conservation Forum and chair of the Friends 
of Park Wood for coming over to help us with his expertise, his tools, and a supply of suitable hazel rods 
for the work. A small but sturdy section of fence has been built, and it is planned to add to this and 
increase its length on future work sessions, as and when more building material becomes available.  
The butterfly transect training will be actioned on a suitably sunny day, and volunteers who wish to be 
trained should contact Wally Osborne who is leading this activity (01243 375433).  
Tasks for future work sessions: planting 4 Osier cuttings in North  Meadow; continuing building hurdle 
fence in Palmers Road copse at back of bottle bank; Hemlock Water-dropwort control in Lumley area.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 20 April and Thursday 1 May. 
 
Water levels in River Ems 
I am pleased to report that water levels in the River Ems have returned to ‘normal’ as a result of the ‘gates’ 
at the Lumley sluice being lowered. Many thanks to Mr Mansell for taking action so promptly. 
 
Brook Meadow Open Day – Sunday 13 July 
To mark the designation of Brook Meadow as a Local Nature Reserve – the first one in Emsworth – the 
BMCG committee are holding an Open Day on Sunday 13 July, 11am to 5pm. Activities planned for the 
day include: Nature Hunt, Nature Trail, Guided Walks and other wildlife activities. In addition, there will be 
lots of photographs of wildlife as well as the conservation work carried out in Brook Meadow. And we 
might even have a first draft of the ‘Brook Meadow Through the Ages’ booklet on sale!!  
Help is needed setting up and taking down the gazebos, etc and manning the various activities during the 
day. If you would like to help out, even if only for a few hours, please contact me, Frances, or any of the 
BMCG committee.  
 
Fly tipping of mystery substance  
A large amount of a white substance was dumped at the bottom of Seagull Lane near the entrance to 
Brook Meadow earlier this week. What it is we are not sure. At first I thought it was a fertiliser or some 
other chemical substance but on closer investigation, it is grainy and gritty in appearance with some sand 
mixed in with it, no recognisable smell and does not seem to dissolve in water. There were several 
seashells, plastic takeaway trays and the remains of a dustpan all mixed up with it. Could it have been 
somebody cleaning out an aquarium or something similar? The mind boggles. Anyway, two large and 
very heavy bucket fulls have been removed from the site. Even if this substance is not a chemical, leaving 
it there would only serve to encourage others to use this area as a dumping ground even more than it is at 
present.    
 
 

Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 27 April: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am 
in Palmers Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to 
non members. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
We have had some very good sightings and photos of Water Voles on the River Ems on Brook Meadow 
over the past two weeks, mostly from the area around the sluice gate, where there is an active pair - they 
have actually been seen mating!.  They are best viewed from the wooden observation fence in Palmer's 
Road Copse.  However, there had been no sightings from the riverbank area beneath the gasholder, that 
is, until I spotted one fellow peeping from its burrow hole on April 4.   That means we could have two pairs 
on the river, but there have had no sightings from any other areas where Voles have been seen in 
previous years.  So, please keep a look out when you pass through and let me know if you see one.  
Meanwhile, you can keep up with all the Water Vole news with recent photos on the group web site at . . 
. http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Summer migrants 
No sooner have our winter birds left for their northern breeding grounds, than our summer visitors start to 
arrive from the south.  That’s the great thing about birdwatching, there is always something happening.  
As usual, Chiffchaffs were the first to arrive in early March and you can now hear their cheery “chiff-chaff” 
songs around Brook Meadow and other local areas.  Blackcaps kept us waiting until the beginning of 
April, but they have arrived and males are singing their short rich song on Brook Meadow and Hollybank 
Woods and other places.   
The biggest surprise was a very early Reed Warbler in the reedbeds on Peter Pond opposite Gooseberry 
Cottage on 4th April.  This was far earlier than I have ever had before and, in fact, equals the earliest 
recorded date for this species in Sussex, which puts Emsworth firmly on the bird map!   
We are still waiting for the main arrival of Swallows but you can keep up to date by checking the BTO 
Birdtrack web site at . . . http://blx1.bto.org/bt-dailyresults/results/s322-20-08.html 
 
Other bird news 
The local Mute Swan pair have their nest in the reedbeds in the south west corner of Peter Pond, 
hopefully well above the level of the spring tides.  The female (pen) will be sitting for the next 3 weeks or 
so, while her mate patrols the area driving off any intruding Swans.  Fortunately, there has been no sign 
of the second nesting pair that caused such havoc last year, though I did witness a mini confrontation 
between the resident male and an invader, which made a determined, but unsuccessful attempt to gain 
access to Slipper Millpond over the large sluice gate.  *Photo on my web site.  
The only other local Mute Swan nest I am aware of is on the embankment at the entrance to Emsworth 
Marina.  This nest was flooded last year, though this one looks to be a higher up the bank.    
Two pairs of Coot have nests on the rafts on Slipper Millpond, the one nearest the Hermitage Bridge 
already has 4 chicks, which will soon be on the water.  Coot are excellent parents, though big Gulls are a 
constant threat.  A female Red-breasted Merganser was on Slipper Millpond.    
 
Butterflies  
Several butterflies have been seen locally over the past week, including Brimstone, Peacock, Comma 
and Red Admiral.  The best butterfly was a very early male Orange Tip spotted flying over the River Ems 
on Brook Meadow by Caroline French and Tony Wootton on 4th April.  Ralph Hollins also reports Holly 
Blue, Speckled Wood, Small, Large and Green-veined White and Small Tortoiseshell.   
 
Wild flowers 
The first of the spring Bluebells were a very welcome sight in Hollybank Woods, with many more to come 
and on Saturday morning members of the Havant Wildlife Group also discovered the first Early-purple 
Orchid flower spikes.   Wild Primroses are still showing well in Stansted Forest where there is a massive 
show of Lesser Periwinkle in Pits Copse, which Ralph Hollins says is the best he has ever seen there.   
Hoary Cress (aka the Portsmouth weed) is starting to open along Western Parade, Emsworth and in Nore 
Barn Woods the green spathes of Lords and Ladies are opening to reveal the brown spadix within.  On 
Brook Meadow Cow Parsley is flowering on river path.  Ralph Hollins found the first Cuckooflower in 
Havant, so look out for them on Brook Meadow.  
 
Snowfall 
Snow fell quite heavily in Emsworth for an hour or so this morning, so I took the opportunity of  this unique 
event to take a few snaps on Brook Meadow (lots of others had the same idea!).   The last snowfall of this 
magnitude was on 29th January 2004.   Some of my photos are on the group web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/0-01-current-news.html 
 
For more news and photos of local wildlife: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 11-12: 10 - 23 March 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session – Sunday 16 March - report by Jennifer Rye 
The weather was very unpromising on Sunday morning, but in the hopes of improvement as promised on 
the forecast, we made a start. Graham and Debi put on waders, and with help from Lesley, Pat and 
Jennifer, cleared the fallen tree from the river Ems near the south bridge, cut it up, and concealed the logs 
in the undergrowth. Meanwhile Pam and Frances did some litter collection in the copse. We also moved 
a fallen tree from the car park (southern edge) into the undergrowth. After a welcome coffee break, for 
which thanks to Pat and Graham, we tackled the fallen willow in the central meadow, and with bow saws 
and pruning saws, reduced it enough to be safe in further high winds. The remaining stumps will have to 
be felled once we have the cross-cut saw which has been ordered. The felled limbs were left ready for the 
forthcoming visit from Glenwood School to make into a woodpile.  
Glenwood school visit – report by Jennifer Rye 
In the afternoon of Thursday 20th March just ahead of the rain and foul weather promised for the Easter 
weekend, we welcomed a small group of 5 pupils and two teachers from Glenwood Special Needs 
School for a work session on the meadow. With their enthusiastic help, we finished clearing the fallen 
willow from the line of crack willows in the central meadow, and made a log pile habitat along the eastern 
edge of the sacrificial dump. We also cleared two more piles of wood chippings left from the tree 
clearance work in the North Meadow, and used them to mulch round the young rowan trees. The kids 
worked splendidly, and enjoyed their visit so much that they wanted to book another one immediately! It 
was good to have help from youngsters with such a positive outlook. Thanks go to Julie Kirk from 
Glenwood School for requesting the work, and to "Sir" (Mr Johnson, head teacher at Glenwood) who 
helped supervise, and to Pam and Barbara from the BMCG committee. 
Tasks for future work sessions: formative pruning of Black Poplars; planting 4 Osier cuttings in North  
Meadow; building hurdle fence in Palmers Road copse at back of bottle bank; Bramble control in North 
Meadow; Hemlock Water-dropwort control in Lumley wet area.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 3 April and Sunday 20 April. 
Brook Meadow Local Nature Reserve (LNR) at last 
Brook Meadow has now been declared a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) by HBC and Natural England. The 
declaration has been announced in the Portsmouth News. Statutory undertakers such as the 
Environment Agency have been informed as well as the owners and tenants of the adjacent industrial 
estate. The Notice of Declaration of the Brook Meadow Local Nature Reserve has now been put in the 3 
signcases on Brook Meadow as well as in the ERA noticeboard outside the Co-Op. The declaration can 
be viewed at the Civic Offices in Havant and in Emsworth Library.   
Water levels in River Ems 
You may have noticed that water levels in the River Ems are quite low for this time of year, especially along the 
northern section next to the railway embankment. While levels in the Lumley Stream are very high. This is due to 
the fact that the ‘gates’ of the Lumely sluice, which incidentally have been very poorly repaired, have been raised 
for some time now. As a consequence, most of the water flowing downstream is being diverted into the Lumley 
Stream. I have spoken to the owners of Constant Spring, who are responsible for maintaining this sluice, requesting 
that the gates are lowered. This will ensure that reasonable water levels are maintained in the River Ems. I will 
review the situation in about a week’s time.   
Clearance work on land next to Gooseberry Cottage 
You may also have noticed that the patch of land just south of Gooseberry Cottage has been cleared. The 
large old apple tree has been felled, Brambles cleared and new fence posts and wire put up along Lumley 
Path. This clearance work took place last weekend and I have been reliably informed that this work was 
done by members of the Lillywhite family who I am told own the land. The reason given for the clearance 
work was just to tidy it up because the Brambles were making access along the footpath difficult but why 
cut down the old Apple tree? I am afraid I still remain suspicious. 
 

Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 27 April: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am 
in Palmers Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
at the information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to non-members. 
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Vole news 
The only Water Vole sighting I have had reported to me over the past two weeks was from Pam Phillips 
who saw one on the River Ems at 7.30am on 21 March.  Pam first saw the vole sitting on the Water-cress 
near the Bulrushes; then it dived below the surface, presumably into an underwater burrow.   
 
Local bird news 
Our local Water Rail has been showing well over the past couple of weeks on the river bank immediately 
beneath the gasholder on Brook Meadow, providing Patrick Murphy and me with some good photo 
opportunities, the results of which can be seen on my web site – address below.   
Our other star bird, the Spotted Redshank, is still at Nore Barn, though it is unlikely to be around for much 
longer.  Meanwhile, the mudflats in the harbour are virtually deserted with only a sprinkling of Brent 
Geese and a few ducks and waders remaining.   
Buzzard sightings are almost too common to mention, but I have recently seen two soaring together over 
Emsworth.  These are probably from the Stansted population, but Ralph Hollins has observed a pair in 
the Warblington area that is probably nest building, which would be a first for that area.   
A handsome male Pheasant was a very surprising visitor to my garden in the centre of town last week.  
 
Summer migrants 
Summer migrants are starting to arrive.  Chiffchaffs are already here; I have had three in my back garden 
and two have been singing on Brook Meadow.   I have not heard or seen Blackcap as yet, but they should 
be here soon.  Wheatear is another early migrant and no less than nine were on the small field to the west 
of Nore Barn Woods on16 March.  Meanwhile, Sand Martins, Swallows and House Martins have been 
seen and there has even been a sighting of a very early Swift, but don’t hold your breath on this one, since 
most will not be here until early May.    
 
Millpond news 
The local Mute Swan pair has been on Peter Pond - Slipper Millpond for some weeks, but there is no sign 
of nest building as yet.   A Coot is now well established behind a barricade of twigs in the nest box on the 
raft nearest the Hermitage Bridge and we should soon be seeing their ugly, but delightful, chicks bobbing 
around on the water.  Two Mediterranean Gulls have been regular visitors to Slipper Millpond along with 
two adult Herring Gulls, which sit on the large raft, waiting with menace.  
 
Nesting activity 
Local birds are currently very busy nesting, rushing around with beakfuls of grasses and leaves to line 
their nests.  In my own garden Blackbird and Robin are nesting in Ivy on the walls and Blue Tits are 
investigating a nest box.  Two of the nest boxes in Palmer's Road Copse are also being used by Blue Tits.  
The box on the Sycamore near the Water Vole signcase was also used last year, when Tony Wootton got 
a nice photo of a Blue Tit squeezing out of the hole on 9 March.  The nest box on the tree by the south 
bridge is also being visited by Blue Tits.   More interesting was the sighting by Caroline and Ray French of 
a pair of Long Tailed Tits disappearing into the thick Brambles near the railway line with feathers in their 
beaks; their nest is a remarkable domed structure made out of cobwebs, moss, lichen and feathers.   A 
Great Spotted Woodpecker has been drumming from the Lumley area.    
 
Wild flowers 
There is a good flowering of Summer Snowflake in Palmer's Road Copse, with hanging white bell-shaped 
flowers, misnamed as it flowers in the spring.  These plants are probably garden escapes, characterised 
by smooth stalks; the wild version has minutely toothed stalks.   Meanwhile, Bulbous Buttercups are 
flowering on the grass verge in Westbourne Avenue, White Comfrey in the hedge of No 26 New Brighton 
Road and Lungwort on the Lumley Path.  There are lots of fresh sweet-smelling Sweet Violets flowering 
on the path behind Lillywhite's Garage with some white ones.  Hairy Garlic is a rare (though 
unspectacular) plant which regularly comes up on the main path to the north of Nore Barn Woods.  Look 
for a grass-like growth beside a Hawthorn bush.   
 
Trees 
The first Ash tree flowers were out in the area behind the Old Flour Mill as early as Feb 3, but the buds on 
most trees have remained closed until the past week or so when several trees have burst into flower.  It 
was good to see yellow male catkins on the three Osier saplings planted by the conservation group on the 
North Meadow.  Ralph Hollins reports Oak, Hornbeam, Black Poplar and Hawthorn are now starting to 
open their flowers.  
 
Local wildlife web site: http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html    

http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 9-10:  Feb 25 – Mar 9, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session – Thursday 6th March - report by Wally Osborne 
The weather was dry, dull and fairly mild with ground conditions firm to soft. The list of jobs to be done 
was quite expansive and the turnout of volunteers was a very good 9, mainly the ‘regulars’. 
We started off in Palmers Road copse where Barbara Wrigley and Jill Meesom completed a 
comprehensive litter pick whilst Frances Jannaway, Tony Wootton, Graham Walsgrove and Jennie 
Lloyd-Edwards moved some Ash and Hazel (lathes and rods) donated by Pete Hodges of Park Wood to 
make some rustic hurdles behind the bottle bank on our next Sunday workday. 
Meanwhile Pam Phillips, Dave Lee and Wally attempted to repair the ‘tyre rut’ damage to the central and 
north meadows, caused by tree surgeon vehicles during the major tree work on the Crack Willows along 
the northern riverbank path. 
The next job was to remove a large Crack Willow branch, which had fallen across the river just south of 
the S bend. Graham and Tony found that our bow saws were not really up to the job but a partial success 
was achieved with Jennie doing a great job wading the river shifting the arisings to a safe place on the 
western riverbank. During this work, a dead Pigeon was removed from the river. 
After a well deserved tea break, the volunteers split into two groups, with Frances, Graham, Tony, Jill and Barbara 
in the North Meadow tidying up arisings from previous workdays, clearing Bramble from around a Crack Willow in 
the North Meadow to enable an efficient annual cut later in the year and then using some of the wood chippings 
from the tree work to begin mulching the young Oak and several Rowans. 
The second group of Pam Jennie, Dave and Wally ‘attacked’ the large Bramble patch near the central 
seat, which has been attempting a takeover of the meadow for the last few years. Dave earned his ‘spurs’ 
by driving the brushcutter with its new attachment with Pam and Jennie using rakes and arms to remove 
the prickly arisings. The result was quite impressive and the effort kept us all warm. 
This was a very productive session and my sincere thanks to all volunteers for their unstinting efforts.   
 
Workday photos by Brian Fellows  are on the group web site 
go to . . .  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html 
 
Tasks for future work sessions: formative pruning of Black Poplars; planting several Osier cuttings in N 
Meadow; moving wood chippings as mulch round Rowans; building hurdle fence in Palmers Road copse 
at back of bottle bank.  Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 16 March and Thursday 3 April. 
 
Local Nature Reserve (LNR) status 
Still no news. I had hoped that my squeaky hinge would have been oiled by now! I will have to pursue the 
matter next week. 
 
Emsworth Town Centre Tree Trail booklet 
This Tree Trail booklet published by the Emsworth Tree Warden (ETW) Group will soon to be on sale in 
Emsworth (museum, bookshops, hotels, other outlets). Priced at a very reasonable £1, all the proceeds 
will go to the ETW group to help promote and care for the Trees of Emsworth. Part of the Trail goes 
through Palmers Road copse and the southern edge of Brook Meadow.   
 
 

Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 27 April: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am 
in Palmers Road car park, next to the Brook Meadow information board.  
Thursday 29 May: Herbal First Aid - a walk round Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor. Meet 7pm 
next to the Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park. Free to BMCG members; £3 to 
non members. 
Saturday 31 May to Sunday 29 June: Emsworth Trees an exhibition by the Emsworth Tree Warden 
Group in Emsworth Museum. Museum opening times: Saturdays 10.30am to 4.30pm, Sundays 
2.30-4.30pm.  
Sunday 13 July: Brook Meadow Open Day. To include Nature Trail and Hunt, Displays of Photographs, 
Guided Walks, etc. Details of activities to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Sunday 10 August: Ems Valley Walks as part of Hampshire Water Festival. Two walks starting at 10am 
and 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park next to the Brook Meadow information board. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2007.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Vole News 
On March 2 Tony Mills and his wife saw a Water Vole swimming across the river just above the sluice 
gate, the first sighting this year so far from this area of the river.  Then on March 4 Tony Wootton saw one 
in the Lumley Stream.  This means the Voles have survived the winter and are becoming active again.  So 
please keep your eyes skinned and let me know if you spot one. 
Water Voles will gain welcome extra protection under the law from 6 April 2008.  From then it will be illegal 
to kill or injure one and offenders face a fine of £5,000 or 6 month’s imprisonment.  Previously it was only 
an offence to disturb their habitat.  Brian Fellows  
Ralph Hollins drew my attention to a recent entry on the Rye Bay website (Mar 6) describing how a Water 
Vole has taken up residence in a floating raft designed to carry a trap for catching Mink.  Ralph wonder if 
it would be worth creating a few floating homes in the reeds around Peter Pond for our expanding 
population of Voles.  For details go to - http://rxwildlife.org.uk/?cat=21 
 
Bird News 
Kingfisher has been a regular sighting along the northern section of the River Ems near the railway 
embankment and a pair of Grey Wagtails were flitting around there this afternoon (Mar 9).  Maybe both 
will be nesting locally.  While looking for Water Voles near the gasholder I got a good sighting of what 
must be the same Water Rail that I saw there on Feb 12.  I doubt it will here for much longer as it will soon 
be returning to it breeding grounds, probably on the continent.   
Most of the migrant birds which spend the winter in our local harbour will soon be making their way back 
to breeding grounds in the far north.  Now we have the summer to look forward to with migrants starting to 
arrive.  Swallows, Sand and House Martins, Sandwich Terns and Little Ringed Plover have already been 
seen with lots more to come!     
In the current Newsletter of the Friends of Stansted, Head Forester Michael Prior describes enjoying the 
sight of a Barn Owl hunting along the rough margins of the new hedges in the East Park on Christmas 
Eve.  He says it has been seen several times since and he hopes, with more rough grass harbouring 
voles, he can persuade this iconic bird to breed on the estate.  So keep a look out.   
 
Millpond news 
On Mar 6 I witnessed a mini confrontation between two male Mute Swans on Slipper Millpond.  The 
resident bird swam towards the intruder with wings raised, forcing it to retreat to the far end of pond.  
There was no actual aggression while I was there, but menace was in the air.  I have been expecting such 
a confrontation between the resident pair and the other pair that nested here last year.  Brendan 
Gibb-Gray who house overlooks the Slipper Millpond will keep a look out for any signs of activity.    
Meanwhile, keep a look out for Mediterranean Gulls which are now returning to their breeding colony in 
Langstone Harbour.  I have seen 5 in the harbour and 2 on Slipper Millpond in the past week.   
 
Garden drama 
On Mar 8 Jean and I were having lunch overlooking the garden when, whoosh, down streaked a 
Sparrowhawk and hit a Collared Dove on the ground sending up an explosion of white feathers.  There 
was a brief struggle and then, to our great surprise, the dove flew off with the hawk in pursuit.  A little later 
in the day I watched Starling picking up the Collared Dove’s feathers, no doubt to line their nests.   
 
Wild flowers and trees 
The flower spikes of the male Butterbur plants are now showing very well on Brook Meadow.  They seem 
to be much earlier than usual and I shall probably need to do my annual count a bit earlier than usual, 
before they get swamped by other vegetation.   Incidentally, the unusual female Butterburs,  which 
generally only grow in the north of England, are now starting to show at the usual place in Langstone (see 
my web site for details), though the Giant Butterbur nearby has been affected by frost.   
The first pussy Willow catkins are now bursting out on Brook Meadow; yellow male catkins in the Lumley 
area and green female catkins on the east side of the North Meadow.  Strangely, all the Grey Willows on 
Brook Meadow are females and all the Goat Willows are males.   
 
Tony’s news 
While looking for Water Voles, Tony Wootton spotted a Weasel and a Wood Mouse on the banks of the 
river on Brook Meadow.  He got a nice photo of a rather bedraggled mouse, possibly having escaped 
from the Weasel?   Finally, Tony capped off a memorable week with some great photos of Adders 
basking in the warm sunshine at Pulborough Brooks.  Details and all Tony’s photos are on my web site.   
 
** New Address for Web Site:    Please note I have changed the address of my local wildlife web site.  
It is now - http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html   Same site different address.   

http://rxwildlife.org.uk/?cat=21
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 7-8 Feb 11 - 24, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session Sunday 17 February  
A glorious, sunny, frosty morning greeted the nine (Frances, Jennifer, Pam, Dave, Richard, Barbara, 
Jennie, Debi and Leslie) Brook Meadow volunteers today. There were two main tasks, the first was to 
deal with the products of the pollarding work along the northern riverbank path. This included several 
large piles of logs and an even larger number of piles of woodchips.  
A team of 7 volunteers managed to move three of the large log piles into the brambles, which were then 
camouflaged with twigs and small branches. A man called John from Woodmancote came and took a 
load of logs, which he had arranged with me beforehand. This was very useful since we were running out 
of both space and energy to put yet more logs.  
Other tasks which were also completed, was to spread lots of wheelbarrow loads of chippings over the 
muddy path at the Seagull Lane entrance.  
Thanks to Jennifer, Jenny, Pam and Dave, several logs and a large number of branches were fished out 
of the river from the northern section as well as downstream near the South bridge.  
While all this wood clearance work was happening in the North Meadow, the other main task was going 
on. This was to cut, rake and remove rank vegetation from the sedge area just north of the central path. 
Richard used the power scythe, while Jennifer raked off the cuttings into heaps which were later put into 
bags and removed to the sacrificial area.  
We all worked extremely hard this morning and achieved an incredible amount. My sincere thanks to all 
those who helped.   
 
Tasks for future work sessions:  
Repair ruts caused by tree surgeon’s vehicles in Central and North Meadow; Bramble control in central 
area of N Meadow; planting several Osier cuttings in N Meadow.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 6 March and Sunday 16 March. 
 
Practical Training courses 
Pete Hodges coordinator of Havant Conservation Action Project organised several free courses for 
members of the Havant Conservation Forum. BMCG is a member of the Forum and several of the 
committee have taken part in Risk Assessment, First Aid, Brushcutter and Using and Maintaining Hand 
Tools courses. Two more courses took place in January and February and were attended by members of 
BMCG.  
Sunday 20th January – Hedge laying at the East Gate of Fort Widley, Portsdown Hill. This was attended 
by Jenny Thomas, one of our regular Sunday work session volunteers. Jenny told me she had a really 
good day, and must have worked really hard because when she was out having a meal that evening she 
had difficulty lifting her glass of wine!! 
Saturday 9th February – Introduction to coppice crafts and green woodworking at Havant Day Services 
Community Horticulture site, Petersfield Road, Leigh Park.  
Attended by about 12 people from conservation groups all over Havant Borough. Three of us from BMCG 
(Frances, Wally and Jenny) had a very enjoyable and instructive day. Chris our instructor had set up 
several pole lathes, shaving horses and chopping blocks before we arrived and then gave us instructions 
on how to split an Oak tree trunk into fencing stakes, split Ash logs using a froe, how to use a draw knife 
on green wood using a shaving horse and how to use a pole lathe. It all looked very easy when Chris did 
it and because he was such a good instructor, we were very surprised when we could do it too with a bit 
of practice. Wally made an axe handle using the shaving horse and draw knife and then the pole lathe, 
Jenny made two candle sticks on the pole lathe and I made a handle for a tool used to earth up potatoes 
which I inherited from my father.    
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 27 April: Guided Spring Walk round Brook Meadow with Brian Fellows, meet at 10am in Palmers 
Road car park.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Spring is in the air! 
At least, the birds think it is.   Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Great Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Song Thrush, 
Collared Dove and Woodpigeon are all banging out their territorial songs, with great gusto.  Blackbirds, as 
usual, have kept  us waiting for their relaxed and mellifluous song, but are now singing well.  I heard no 
fewer than nine in full voice on a walk around Emsworth late this afternoon.  Dusk is certainly the best 
time to hear them.   
Many birds will now be looking for nesting sites.  Blue Tits have been exploring the nest box in my back 
garden and I read a report today of a Robin’s nest with 2 eggs in it.  If you look very closely at the newly 
pollarded Willows to the north of Brook Meadow you may see a large Woodpecker hole in one of the tall 
bare trunks.  It was deliberately avoided by the tree surgeons and might be used again this year, though 
not necessarily by a Woodpecker.  It was occupied by a Starling when I last looked.   
 
Other bird news 
Caroline French and I had a nice surprise on our Bird Atlas Survey when we heard the sweet fluty song of 
a Woodlark to the north of Walderton.  This bird was probably part of a small but expanding breeding 
population of Woodlarks on the Sussex/Hants border.  On another survey we saw a flock of 200 Siskins 
feeding high in tall Larches in Stansted Forest.   
On Feb 18, I had the company of my 9-year-old grandson, Freddy, in Brook Meadow, where we saw not 
only a Kingfisher on the river, but two Buzzards soaring overhead.   
I was surprised to see a Water Rail pop out of the dense bankside vegetation on the River Ems in Brook 
Meadow when I was looking for Water Voles on 12 February.  This is a rare bird for Brook Meadow, but 
was probably only  'just visiting' on its way back to its breeding area further north.   
 
Millpond News 
The Black Swan, which arrived out of the blue on the town millpond on January 26, has not been seen for 
a couple of weeks and I suspect it has moved on.  Pairs of Mute Swans have been displaying on the 
millpond, though most of these will be young birds in the first stages of courtship, rather than serious 
breeding attempts.  However, it will be interesting to see if the Swan pair that built their nest entirely out of 
litter in the far south west corner of the millpond last year will try again this year.   
The resident Mute Swan pair are now well-established on their nesting territory on the Peter Pond Slipper 
Millpond complex, where no other Swan will be allowed to venture.  It will be interesting to see what 
happens if the other pair of Swans that also nested there last year turn up again.  Fireworks!   
 
Harbour news 
In the harbour there are still plenty of Brent Geese around and they will probably be with us for a few 
weeks before they begin their long journey to their breeding grounds in the high Arctic.  I believe the 
Spotted Redshank is still showing off in the stream to the west of Emsworth at Nore Barn (best seen 2 
hours before high water) where it continues to attract bird photographers from all around.   
Black-tailed Godwits are still on the move, spurred by the need to find the best feeding places where they 
can fatten up in advance of their approaching flight to Iceland.   Most of the large flock at Pagham Harbour 
appear to have left, some returning to Chichester Harbour, the rest who knows?   They are great 
travellers.  I have just returned from a short holiday in the Exe Valley in Devon where I found over 350 
Godwits, including one colour-ringed bird that regularly commutes to and from Chichester Harbour.   
 
Wild flowers 
Despite it being February, there are plenty of wild flowers shooting up in the unseasonably warm weather.  
Most of the regular spring flowers are now showing well, such as, Primroses, Snowdrops, Daffodils, 
Sweet Violets and Lesser Celandine.  Today, while visiting my daughter in Kingston near Lewes, I found 
my first flowering Cowslips.  Ralph Hollins has recently found the first flowering Ground Ivy and 
Marsh-marigold of the year.  Ralph’s February flower list now stands at 84!   
 
Water Voles  
Water Voles are now active on the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  The most recent sighting came from 
Jennifer Rye who spotted one on Friday 21 February poking its nose out of a hole on the river bank 
immediately beneath the gasholder.  Please keep a look out whenever you are walking through Brook 
Meadow and let me know if you spot any.   
The emergence of butterflies is another good sign of the approach of spring.  I had a Red Admiral perch  
in front of me on Brook Meadow proving a nice photo opportunity.  Ralph Hollins also reports local 
sightings of Small White, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Comma.   
 
For all local wildlife news and photos go to . . http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 5-6 Jan 28 – Feb 10, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

Work session Thursday 7 February - report by Frances Jannaway 
With 10 volunteers, it was another good turnout for the work session on a rather cloudy but mild Thursday 
morning. We had a surprise visit from Nick Rowe (Hampshire & IOW Wildlife Trust (HWT) assistant 
project officer) this morning. Nick gives advice to conservation groups in Hampshire about funding, 
training and wildlife surveying and he was especially helpful with this morning’s practical tasks. It was 
certainly a happy coincidence that Sally Church (HWT Watch leader) also came to the work session and 
the two of them had interesting discussions about the organisation of the Watch group.   
The tasks completed included: litterpicking along the western riverbank especially behind the industrial 
estate. Several bags of assorted rubbish (including several large polystyrene blocks and an oil drum) 
were collected and put in the car park for the council to collect. The logs cut down by the tree surgeons 
working in Palmers Road cops were moved into the undergrowth as was a similar pile of logs in the N 
Meadow as a result of the Environment Agency’s work last autumn. These logs were moved to create a 
log pile on the eastern side of the meadow. Several branches of a Crack Willow in the S Meadow were 
removed as they had been blown over and if not removed would have started to put down roots and 
created another willow tree. In addition, some overhanging branches of a Crack Willow in the central line 
of Willows were removed to allow more light to get to the Black Poplar tree which was starting to lean 
over. These branches were left for the Watch group to deal with on Saturday morning.   
Tasks for future work sessions: Moving branches and logs as a result of major tree work at beginning of 
February; Cutting, raking and removing rank vegetation on the sedge area of Central Meadow; Bramble 
control in central area of N Meadow and planting several Osier cuttings in N Meadow.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 17 February and Thursday 6 March. 
 
Major tree work 
The view of the northern riverbank looks very different now but the Willow branches will soon start to 
shoot. Pollarding revitalises old trees and prevents them from being splitting and blowing over which then 
requires even more drastic tree work. Tree surgeons Southwick Arboculture started work on 5 February 
and finished on 8 February. The gang of 2 or 3 tree surgeons pollarded 7 Crack Willows. One just north of 
the South Bridge which was showing signs of splitting and a group of six large willows along the northern 
riverbank path. The supervisor, Nick, said the work was a bit of a challenge because the willows had not 
been managed for some years. Before the work started, a hole was noticed in one of the taller trees and 
as a consequence the pollard line was cut quite high. While the men were working a pair of Blue Tits were 
seen flying to and fro probably making a nest in the hole. Most of the brushwood was chipped and the 
large branches cut into logs. The arisings have been left on site for the group to use as path material, tree 
mulch and to create wood piles for invertebrates. A large bracket fungus was noted on one of the logs.  
Many thanks to the tree surgeons for doing such a good job.  
 
Local Nature Reserve status 
It’s now official Brook Meadow has been declared a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) by HBC and English 
Nature. All that is required is for the declaration to be announced in The Portsmouth News and 
Chichester Observer, inform statutory undertakers such as the Environment Agency and put up notices in 
the surrounding area. There will be a period of time in which you can send in comments. Brian will be 
putting up notices in the signcases on Brook Meadow. The site visit with Bob Lord of Natural England on 
4 February was very informative, and we have some ideas for improving the site even more. The BMCG 
committee is considering having an ‘opening ceremony’ at our planned Open Day in July!  
 
HWT Watch Group visit on Saturday 9 February – report by Pat Walsgrove 
On a beautiful, bright, sunny Saturday morning, although a little on the cold side, Brook Meadow had a 
visit from some very young conservationists. It was mostly new young members (with one older member) 
of the HWT Watch Group plus parents and grand parent, together with leader Sally Church and helper, 
who turned up at Palmers Road car park to help with conservation tasks on Brook Meadow. BMCG 
volunteers Jennifer, Pam, Barbara, Pat and Graham were on hand to offer any advice. The first task was 
to cover the muddy path near the South Bridge utilising the chippings from the recent tree work. The 
children turned to with vigour and enthusiasm and soon the mountain was levelled to the ground, and the 
job done. Next, more muddy patches were filled in the North Meadow, with some more mountains 
reduced in size. The children also prepared and built another woodpile, which will be appreciated by the 
many invertebrates of Brook Meadow. It was a thoroughly enjoyable morning and our thanks go to the 
leaders, family and especially the members of the Watch Group for all their hard and valuable work, which 
they obviously enjoyed. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Local bird news 
All our resident birds are now singing, but for Blackbird, which is always the last to start.  Robins remain 
the dominant voice in town and country, though Song Thrushes are certainly the loudest.  Chaffinch and 
Greenfinch are also now singing widely in the local area.     
I had not seen the Black Swan on the millpond for the past week and wondered if it had moved on, but 
Virginia Wilson-Smith e-mailed me today to say she had seen it in the harbour near the quay with the 
other Swans yesterday (Sat 9 Feb).         
Much as they did last year, Black-tailed Godwits have largely left our local harbours in favour of the wet 
meadows and marshes of Pagham Harbour, Pulborough Brooks and the Avon Valley, where they have 
turned up in their thousands.   One interesting Godwit I saw at Pulborough was one colour-ringed by Pete 
Potts (and his mother!) in Iceland in April 2003.  Pete sent me its life history and it is certainly a traveller.  
In addition to its annual sorties to Iceland for breeding, it has been seen in Ireland, France and Kent, as 
well as locally in Langstone Harbour, Fareham Creek and Thorney Island.   
The first reports of spring passage of Brent Geese are now coming in from the Isle of Wight and 
Dungeness.  However, these may not be local geese on the move, but ones coming up from France.   
The Spotted Redshank is still showing well in the stream at Nore Barn and last week Chris Berners-Price 
told me he had seen a second one in the channel to the south of Nore Barn Woods.   
 
Wild flowers 
Herb-Robert is flowering on the footpath to the east of Roundhouse Meadow, where there is fresh growth 
on the Stone Parsley, but no flowers that I could find.  The first Coltsfoot was flowering this week in 
Pagham and Chichester.  Coltsfoot looks a bit like a small Dandelion, but has both disc and ray florets 
and has overlapping fleshy scale up its stem.   
On Jan 29 the wild Wallflowers (Erysimum cheirion) on the outside east wall of Portchester Castle were 
showing yellow flowers.  This is one of the few sites listed in “The Flora of Hampshire” for this rare 
naturalised plant of old walls.  It differs from the garden Siberian Wallflower (Erysimum x marshallii) which 
often escapes into the wild in (a) having yellow flowers only and (b) in being considerably smaller than the 
garden variety, not more than 2.5 cm across the whole flower.  
So far this month Ralph Hollins has logged 55 flowering plant species.   
 
Local tree news 
Frances Jannaway noticed several Ash trees in flower in rear car park area of the Old Flour Mill.  They 
can be seen from the footpath behind Lillywhite's garage.  I assume these are male flowers but one can 
never be quite sure with Ash, since there is “total sexual confusion” with some trees being all male, some 
all female and others a mixture with male and female on different branches, and some even changing sex 
yearly!   
The Cherry Plum tree in front of Cambercroft on Lumley Road has been in full blossom for the past couple 
of weeks  
On Jan 30 while walking round the Heath Pond at Petersfield I found a male Yew tree which emitted 
clouds of yellow pollen when its branches were knocked.  First of the year.   
There is a large Monterey Pine tree just inside the Deckhouses Estate where you come up from the 
Marina Farm stables, which has both large old cones and freshly forming new cones on its branches.  I 
was interested to read that pines, like Monterey, which have their needles in groups of three, retain their 
cones for many years and do not open and release their seeds until stimulated by fire!   
 
Other local wildlife news 
Frances Jannaway was lucky enough to see two Water Voles in the River Ems on Brook Meadow today 
(Sunday 10 Feb) just below the gasholder.  Interestingly, Pam Phillips told me saw a man with a large 
camera on the river bank last Thursday looking for Water Voles.  Probably, the best place to see Water 
Voles locally is Arundel where Ian Julian saw several in the stream by Swanbourne Lake.  
Pam Phillips also told me that a neighbour of hers in The Rookery had frogspawn in her garden pond on 
Feb 6, early but not the first.  Ralph Hollins had reports of frogspawn on Jan 22 and Jan 30.   
There is a crop of Velvet Shank fungus on dead roots alongside the path from Palmer's Road Car Park to 
the south bridge.    
There have been several reports of Brimstones flying over the past few days, and this morning I had a 
yellow male flying in the bright sunshine in the back garden.  Brimstones hibernate over winter usually in 
woods, deep among evergreens such as Ivy and Holly, and re-emerge on the first warm days of spring.  
Another good reason not to clear Ivy from trees!   
 
** For all local wildlife news and photos go to . . http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 3-4 Jan 14-27, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
Work session – Sunday 20th January 2008- report by Wally Osborne 
The weather was dry, dull and fairly mild but the very wet ground conditions prevented the use of any of 
our powered machinery. The turnout of volunteers was excellent, totalling 13, with both regulars and 2 
new volunteers. The winter weather has exposed / spread a great deal of litter and so Debi Saunders, 
Barbara Wrigley and new volunteer Jennie Lloyd-Edwards spent a busy first hour clearing up the main 
meadow site, east of the river. After coffee break, Dave Lee and new volunteer Mary joined them to clear 
up a very littered Palmers Road copse. 
The re-growth of Bramble suckers on the main area of the north meadow has concerned us for some time 
and so Dave Lee, Pam Phillips, Frances Jannaway, Penny Aylett and new volunteer Mary Grundy, ‘set to’ 
with garden forks to carefully remove many large roots. Some more Bramble plants in adjacent long 
grass were cut off to ground level. This work will continue at subsequent work sessions. After the coffee 
break, Debi and Frances began the pruning of the Ash trees adjacent to the main meadow seat, as 
recommended by Andrew Skeet of HBC. 
Following the successful recent Tool Maintenance course, we decided to get all of our tools in good 
shape, ready for the 2008 season and so Jennifer Rye, Pat and Graham Walsgrove set up Pam Phillips 
garage as their workshop and did a fantastic job on our rakes, shears, loppers, bow saws, hand scythe, 
spades, forks, pitch forks and anything else they could find in Penny & Ted’s tool-store. Many thanks to 
all. Overall, this was a very productive session and an excellent start to 2008. 
Tasks for future work sessions: Finishing off cutting, raking and removing rank vegetation on the sedge 
area of the Central Meadow and SE corner of the South Meadow (weather and ground conditions 
permitting), Bramble control in the central area of the North Meadow, planting several Osier cuttings in 
North Meadow, laying wood chippings on muddy sections of paths and moving branches and logs as a 
result of major tree work taking place at the beginning of February.  
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 7 February, Saturday 9 February (HWT Watch group visit) and 
Sunday 17 February. 
 
Major tree work 
It is hoped that the pollarding work to be carried out on 7 Crack Willows (1 near south bridge and 6 along 
northern riverbank path) by tree surgeons Southwick Arboculture will start on Tuesday 5 February. The 
work is expected to take about 3 to 4 days to complete. The northern riverbank footpath will be closed 
while the work is being carried out. 
 
Fixed-point photos 
In January and June of each year I take what are called fixed-point photos of Brook Meadow. The photos 
are taken from specific points (fixed points) around the meadow and provide us with a visual record of 
how the meadow has changed over the years. I have been taking these photos since June 2003. 
 
Local Nature Reserve status 
I am hoping that Brook Meadow will soon be declared a Local Nature Reserve. It doesn’t seem possible 
that we have been seeking LNR status for about 4 years now. Since part of Brook Meadow falls within 
Chichester District Council, HBC have had to get authorisation from CDC to include the land (to the east) 
in the declaration even though HBC owns the bit in West Sussex. The formal declaration document has 
been drawn up and then has to be agreed by CDC and HBC. Following this a public notice announcing 
the declaration will be put in the local paper and copies made available for the public to inspect. Bob Lord 
of Natural England will be carrying out a full site assessment on 4 February at which I will be present. 
HBC is required to formally notify the Natural England regional team of the LNR declaration. And once all 
the formalities have been completed we can have an official ‘opening’ ceremony!  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Saturday 2 February: Leadership skills for practical work sessions, Staunton Country Park, Leigh Park, 
conference room of farm, 9.30am to 4.30pm. 
Monday 4 February: Jon Stokes of the Tree Council is giving a talk on ‘Trees for the Future’, Brookfield 
Hotel, 7.30pm. Contact Frances Jannaway Tel. 01243 430314, brettellf@ntlworld.com for details. 
Saturday 9 February: HWT Watch group carrying out conservation work in Brook Meadow.  
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Black Swan 
The big local news of the past week was the return of a Black Swan to Emsworth Millpond.  This was the 
first Black Swan on the millpond since August 2004.  That particular bird did not stay long, but before that 
we did have a couple of long-staying Black Swans.  One was on the millpond for about 3 years from 
February 1999 to March 2002.  The current bird may be from West Ashling Pond, where there is a small 
resident group of Black Swans, though others are often seen in the local area.  Two turned up at 
Pulborough RSPB reserve on Jan 16.   It will be interesting to see if this one stays.  
 
Harbour news 
The Spotted Redshank is still showing well in the stream at Nore Barn, best 2 hours before high water.  
Three colour-ringed Greenshank regularly feed in the low water channel to the east of the town.  
Ten Gadwall were in the main Emsworth channel on Saturday, unusually on sea water.    
Golden Plover can be seen flying in flocks or roosting on the saltmarshes off west Thorney.   
Black-tailed Godwits are now gathering in some numbers, as they did last year, in Pagham Harbour.   
 
Bird Song 
Bird song usually steps up a gear at this time of the year as many birds set out their territories.  Most of the 
common resident birds are now singing well.  Song Thrushes are particularly vocal at present and Mistle 
Thrush has been heard at Pulborough Brooks.  Blue Tits are singing everywhere and on Saturday 
morning a Coal Tit burst into song in a garden behind Bridge Road car park.  There is no regular song 
from Blackbird as yet, though Ralph Hollins did hear one singing in St Faith's churchyard in central 
Havant at dusk, so they will not be long.  Chaffinch should not be far behind.   
 
Other bird news 
Conservation volunteers watched a dramatic chase in which a Sparrowhawk was pursued by a Carrion 
Crow over Brook Meadow, before it disappeared over Lumley.    
A Buzzard was soaring high over Emsworth on Saturday 26 January. So keep looking skywards.  
We have had no further sighting of the Water Rail on Lumley Stream.  I suspect the bird has moved on 
due to the high level of water currently in the stream.   
I have seen a Kingfisher several times this week in Emsworth Harbour, sometimes perching on boats.    
15 Little Egrets were on the wet fields between Emsworth and Westbourne this Sunday morning.    
Caroline French and Robin Pottinger are getting Blackcaps in their Emsworth gardens, but not me!   
Ralph Hollins found a flock of around 300 Fieldfare on the grassland west of Stansted House on Jan 19 
Up to three Red Kites are being seen regularly near the Chichester West Dean woods.  
 
Signs of spring 
Spring is certainly on the way with bright yellow Lesser Celandine flowers springing up all over the place.  
The first male Butterbur flower spikes of the year are showing by the sluice gate on Brook Meadow.  
There is a good patch of Sweet Violets flowering at the northern end of Slipper Road.  Ralph Hollins found 
Cherry Plum trees covered in fresh white blossom in Havant.   
The Common Gorse bush on Brook Meadow was attracting at least 3 Bumblebees on Saturday 26 
January and, the following day, a Red Admiral was flying in the sunshine in front of Lumley Mill.   
 
Shallow Mole tunnel 
A raised ridge of soil about 10 metres long was discovered on Brook Meadow during conservation work 
on Sunday 20 January.  Removing a little of the ridge revealed a shallow tunnel 2-3 inches below the 
surface which was clearly the work of a Common Mole.  Such shallow tunnels do not require the physical 
removal of the earth from the tunnels, nor the formation of molehills. To dig a shallow tunnel, the mole 
braces one of its forelimbs beneath its body on the floor of the run, while it digs and pushes the soil 
upward with the other. The upward thrust of the forelimbs presses the body against the opposite wall of 
the run, thereby compacting the soil of the tunnel wall. After three or four strokes with one paw, the mole 
rotates its body through 180 degrees and digs with the other. This alternation serves to rest the muscles 
of each limb, while at the same time ensuring the correct width of the tunnel.  
 
Flooding on Brook Meadow  
The River Ems flooded its banks on Tuesday 15th January.  Palmer's Road copse was awash and the 
water was topping over the sluice gate onto the South Meadow, the first time I had seen this happen since 
the floods of 2000. Quite dramatic.  Almost as surprisingly, the water level was back to “normal” a couple 
of days later and it has not flooded again.  Photos of the flood are on the group’s website.   
 
** For all local wildlife news and photos go to . . http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 1-2 Dec 31- Jan 13, 2008 
Group Web Site: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS – by Frances Jannaway 

 
After a break of a few weeks, I would first like to wish you all a Happy New Year.   
Membership for the 2007/2008 year currently stands at 318.  
 
Work session – Thursday 3 January 2008 - report by Pat Walsgrove  
The first Work Day of 2008 turned out to be bitterly cold with an easterly wind and a very few snow flakes. 
Seven volunteers braved this weather (Pat Walsgrove, Jennifer Rye, Pam Philips, Wally Osborne, Jill 
Meesom, Lesley Harris and Graham Walsgrove). They all worked really hard cutting the grass in the 
Lumley wet area and transferring it to the pile of cuttings. It was not made easy as it was so wet and our 
thanks go to all of them. We were entertained at coffee break by a blackbird and robin who appreciated 
the disturbed grass.  
 
Tasks for future work sessions: Finishing off cutting, raking and removing rank vegetation on the sedge 
area of the Central Meadow, Seagull Lane patch and SE corner of the South Meadow (weather and 
ground conditions permitting), Bramble control in the central area of the North Meadow, cutting back 
overhanging Willow branches in Palmers Road copse and formative pruning of young trees.  
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 20 January and Thursday 7 February. 
 
Tools Use course - Saturday 5 January 2008          
A group of 8 conservation volunteers (5 from BMCG and 3 from Woodesedge Waders, Horndean) 
gathered in Pam Phillips’ garage for a course on Safe Tools Use and Maintenance, run by Pete Hodges 
of the Friends of Park Wood, under the auspices of the Havant Conservation Forum.  
Pete ran through some basic safety procedures, and then demonstrated the use, care and maintenance 
of various hand tools: spades and shovels, picks and mattocks, forks, rakes and grappling hooks, cutting 
tools such as slashers, saws, and billhooks. He also demonstrated long reach multipurpose cutters and 
recommended certain types and suppliers. 
We all had a go at sharpening tools under his supervision, using carborunda of different shapes and 
densities. Then a small group of Brook Meadow volunteers went over to the meadow for a demonstration 
of effective use of scythes and slashers, tackling part of the Lumley sedge area which needed cutting 
down. Many thanks to Pam for the venue and the very welcome hot drinks she provided. 
 
Trees 
During the site visit with Andrew Skeet (HBC arborist) and tree surgeons Southwick Arboculture on 8 
January, we identified 7 Crack Willows (1 near the south bridge and 6 on the Northern riverbank) which 
require pollarding.  Pollarding reduces the height of the main branches and so reduces damage caused 
by storm damage.  This management method would have been used on a regular basis when the River 
Ems was used as the motive power for the flour mill on Queen Street.  It also has the effect of 
rejuvenating the trees and extending their life.  It is hoped that this work will be done before the end of 
February. The brushwood will be turned into chippings and used as path material or left in piles and used 
as a mulch around young trees when it has rotted down a bit.  Large branches and logs will be left on site 
for Brook Meadow volunteers to build wood piles to provide a habitat for invertebrates and fungi. Leaving 
the arisings on site saves money and provides useful material which the group can put to a variety of 
uses.  
 
Dates for your diaries: 
Sunday 20 January: Training course on Hedgelaying at Portsdown Hill, 9.30am to 4.30pm. 
Saturday 2 February: Leadership skills for practical work sessions, Staunton Country Park, Leigh Park, 
conference room of farm, 9.30am to 4.30pm. 
Monday 4 February: Jon Stokes of the Tree Council is giving a talk on ‘Trees for the Future’, Brookfield 
Hotel, 7.30pm. Contact Frances Jannaway Tel. 01243 430314, brettellf@ntlworld.com for details. 
Saturday 9 February: HWT Watch group carrying out conservation work in Brook Meadow  
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Water Rail  
A Water Rail has turned up on the Lumley Stream in Emsworth in all but one of the last 5 winters (it was 
not seen last year).  It is back again this year, but, as always, is very elusive.  I have only seen it once, on 
Jan 3rd, despite a lot of looking.  Look for it downstream from the open area on Lumley Road opposite “El 
Rancho”.  If you do happen to spot it please let me know.  Most probably, this Water Rail, in common with 
many of its species, migrates regularly from Europe to Emsworth, arriving here in late December and 
remaining until late March, when it returns to its breeding grounds on the continent.   
 
Spotted Redshank  
The other star bird of Emsworth at the moment is the Spotted Redshank at Nore Barn which is much 
easier to see than the Water Rail.  This elegant bird with very long bill and long red legs (but not spotted!) 
usually feeds close to the shore near the small stream at the end of Warblington Road and is a 
photographer’s dream.  The best time to see it is about 2 hours before high water, though today it was 
there at low water feeding with some Black-tailed Godwits.  Sadly, there are not nearly so many Godwits 
to enjoy in Emsworth this year, though there are still quite a few Greenshank around.   
 
Other harbour birds  
Brent Geese are certainly the noisiest birds in the harbour and there are lots of them this year, honking 
away to keep in touch with each other.  They have a healthy number of juveniles with them this year, to 
make up for the almost complete absence of youngsters last year.  It is also a good year for Wigeon which 
you can often hear whistling; I counted 130 of them on the water at Nore Barn today (13-Jan-08).  
Lapwing is one of my favourite birds and one or two can often be seen quite close up in the low water 
channel immediately beneath Emsworth Quay;  up to 100 roost on the rocks at low water.  
 
Millpond news 
Our millponds usually attract wintering birds and this year we already have Tufted Duck and 
Red-breasted Mergansers on the town millpond, with the possibility of Great Crested Grebe and even 
Goldeneye to come.  Little Grebe and Cormorant occasionally are more likely to be found on Slipper 
Millpond.   Coot are here all the year, but in winter we have an influx of about 50 some of which go onto 
Slipper Millpond, but most of them gather in the harbour beneath the quay (where they get well fed).   
Pied Wagtails are a familiar feature around the town millpond at dusk; they probably spend the night 
tucked up in a local building.  Kingfishers come down to the coast in winter and can often be seen 
skimming across the millponds, or flying swiftly up the local streams.  I even have one on my back wall, 
which overlooks the Westbrook Stream.  The resident pair of Mute Swans is back on its nesting territory 
on Peter Pond, where no other Swans will be tolerated.  
 
Garden birds 
Winter is an important time when birds need supplementary food, so please keep your garden feeders 
well-stocked.  Goldfinches have discovered gardens in a big way over the past 5 years and are daily in my 
own garden.  If you don’t have them yet, try niger seed.  Greenfinches are making a come-back after a 
bad summer, but House Sparrows remain very scarce.  The glut of Blackbirds and Chaffinches in our 
gardens at present are probably winter migrants from the continent.   
Flocks of Starlings continually fly around the sky, but only occasionally descend into gardens, where they 
feed voraciously for a few seconds and then are gone with a whirr of wings.   I am entertained each 
morning by a pair of Starlings chortling and whistling on next door’s roof, probably courtship behaviour.  I 
have also found Blue Tits investigating nest boxes.   
Peter O’Hea contacted me to say he was severely distracted from his work last Friday by having a 
Sparrowhawk bring down and eat a Collared Dove right in front of him in his Lumley Road garden.  Oh, for 
more distractions like that!   
 
Wild flowers 
Although it is the middle of winter, there are still plenty of wild flowers to be seen.  Ralph Hollins already 
has 39 species on his January flower list with more no doubt to come.  On Brook Meadow, Winter 
Heliotrope is showing well on the river banks and our solitary Gorse bush provides a welcome golden 
glow on drab winter days.  There are also some early signs of spring with Primroses (courtesy of Havant 
Council) flowering in Palmer's Road Copse.  A walk along Lumley Road reveals Greater Periwinkle, 
Snowdrops and even Lesser Celandine and there is a fine show of Daffodils in Riverside Terrace, south 
of the A259.   Yellow-flowered Strawberry and Winter Aconite are flowering in Chichester and there is a 
Goat Willow with “pussy” catkins at Arundel WWT reserve.    
 
** For all local wildlife news and photos go to . . http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html 
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