
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP  2005 
Summary of the week’s news and wildlife observations from Brook Meadow 

Web Site . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 2-3: Jan 9-22, 2006 
Membership 
The membership figures for 2005-2006 are now up to 366 and fast approaching our target of 450.  We are 
still seeking 65 members from last year who have not yet renewed!  If you are unsure then please contact 
Frances at brettellf@ntlworld.com   
 
Environment news 
The unauthorised woodcutter was at it again in the Lumley area when the group arrived for the workday on 
Sunday January 15th.  This time he was cutting brambles around the Lumley Stream, which he described 
as "an eyesore".   When confronted he was dismissive of our concerns about the need for proper 
management and conservation of wildlife and vowed to continue.  Clearly, this is a problem we shall have 
to leave to Havant Borough Council to tackle.  A Council Environment Ranger has already spoken to the 
man, but with no apparent effect.  Please report any further damage in the area to a member of the group.   
The rest of the workday passed off peacefully enough.  Graham and Richard yanked an old armchair out of 
the river, cut it up and removed the pieces, while Frances, Pat and Pam did some litter picking.   
We were all puzzled by what looks like a deeply worn dog run down the river bank opposite the new fence.  
Any ideas what caused it?   
For photos of workday go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
Forthcoming Workdays:  Thursday 2nd February, Sunday 19th February.  
 
Council Work 
Wally, Frances and Brian had a good meeting with the Open Spaces Development Team at their depot at 
Penner Road on Tuesday January 10th during which Frances handed over the Brook Meadow 
Management Plan for the next 10 years.  This will support the application for Local Nature Reserve status 
for Brook Meadow which the Council are now processing.   Many thanks to Frances for a very impressive 
piece of work.   
Nick Hammond of the Council has agreed to treat the Japanese Knotweed invasion behind the industrial 
estate with a herbicide in the spring and then again in October.  He will also instruct his strimmers to cut the 
edges of the main paths probably in early March and do some pruning of ageing Crack Willow trees later in 
the year.   
As promised, the Council have laid some top soil along the edge of the new pathway from Palmer's Road 
Car Park to the bridge. This improves the appearance of the path and will encourage growth of plants.   
 
Idelwood threatened 
Idelwood is a small woodland in Cowplain which is seriously threatened with housing development.  The 
Friends of Idelwood have mounted a campaign to try to save this piece of ancient woodland, originally part 
of the old Forest of Bere.  Idelwood is about 3 ½ acres situated in Longwood Avenue, Cowplain - Grid Ref: 
SU689115.  See their web site for more information at http://www.idelwood.co.uk 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Cattle Egret  
The big local bird news of the past couple of weeks was the arrival of a Cattle Egret at Warblington Farm on 
January 9.  Records show that this was only the 6th Cattle Egret ever to be recorded in Hampshire, so it is 
a rare bird, though most experts think it is likely to become more common as global warming continues, 
doing a Little Egret as it were.   
The arrival of 8 Cattle Egrets at Piddinghoe on the Sussex Ouse on January 2nd made national headlines 
and a further 2 later turned up in Pagham Harbour.   
The Warblington bird was still there last week, along with a dozen or so Little Egrets and, appropriately, a 
herd of grazing cattle.  It is usually in the field on the corner of Church Lane and Pook Lane at Grid Ref 
SU727056, though it also moves onto neighbouring fields, so you may have to look around a bit.  It roosts 
with the Little Egrets at Wade Court at night.   
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As for other locally rare birds, the long-staying Snow Bunting is still showing well on Hayling beach by the 
pitch-and-putt golf course.  Look near the blue bin in the parking area behind the beach huts.  There is also 
a long-staying Hoopoe at Gosport, but I have not been over to see that one.  
 
Black-tailed Godwits 
The flock of Black-tailed Godwits, which feed on the mudflats at low tide near Nore Barn Woods, are 
continuing to provide a wealth of ringing information, since a number of the birds have colour rings on their 
legs.  The purpose of this scheme is to learn more about their movements during migration from Iceland 
where they breed.  If you are at all interested in birds then do not miss this excellent opportunity to examine 
these beautiful birds close-up.  They are on your doorstep!  I have devoted a page on my web site to the 
Godwits at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/black-tailed-godwits-cr.htm   
While you are at Nore Barn look out also for Greenshank, which are also colour-ringed as part of the 
Greenshank Project – see http://www.greenshank.info/ for more information.   
With the Greenshank you might find a couple of Spotted Redshank which have been with the Greenshank 
in the past week.   Unlike the Black-tailed Godwits, which are always busy feeding, the shanks tend to 
spend most of the time standing on one leg!  
 
Spring is in the air 
There was certainly more than a touch of spring in the air over the past couple of weeks, and several of our 
resident birds have been singing regularly, not only in Brook Meadow, but elsewhere around the town.  
They include Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Collared Dove and Song Thrush.   
Also, for the first time this year, I heard a Blackbird serenading the householders in Church Path, 
Emsworth, with its splendidly relaxed song at dusk on Sunday January 22.  Ralph Hollins (who else?) had 
earlier reported one singing in Havant on Dec 21, but not since, as far as I am aware.  However, we should 
be hearing more of them in the weeks to come.   
I have also heard a burst of Greenfinch churring from a garden in Lumley Road this week, though it is still 
early for its full song.  Chaffinch is usually one the last of the common town birds to get going, but they 
should also be heard singing fairly soon.  
 
Other observations 
Talking of spring, I had a Red Admiral butterfly basking in the sunshine on the Ivy in my back garden on 
Friday Jan 20.  But, I have still not managed to find my first Lesser Celandine flower, despite the fact that 
Ralph Hollins has now seen three Lesser Celandine plants in flower in Havant.  Let me know if you see any 
around Emsworth.   
On Sunday January 15 I had a brief and tantalising glimpse of the Water Rail on the Lumley Stream (first 
seen there on Jan 5).  It is best viewed from Lumley Road opposite Cambercroft.  
Also did a quick count of the molehills in the Centre Meadow (160) and the North Meadow (200), but there 
are not so many as last year.   
There is a good growth of Velvet Shank fungus growing on the dead Elms along the Lumley Path and 
during the workday Frances pointed out some Jew's Ear fungus growing on a log in Palmer's Road Copse.   
 
Millpond news 
Not much change on the Town Millpond, with plenty of Mute Swans and Mallard.  Tufted Duck numbers 
were up to 20 this past week, and John Mant, who house overlooks the millpond, told me he had seen 3 
Red-breasted Mergansers on the millpond, welcome news, but not unexpected.  What would be nice is for 
something like a Goosander to turn up (last seen on the millpond in Jan-Feb 2000), or even a Goldeneye 
(not seen here since 1997).  If the weather does turn cold then Smew or Scaup are quite possible on 
Slipper Millpond.  So it is worth keeping an eye out for rarities.   
I received a message from Mark Painter, who regularly counts Mute Swans on the River Itchen at Cobden 
Meadows in Southampton, to say he has also seen the two orange ringed Swans that recently appeared 
on Emsworth Millpond, with the lettering KLD and C5L.  Apparently, they were originally ringed in 
Christchurch Harbour.  Since Swans tend not to travel very far, Christchurch to Southampton and 
Southampton to Emsworth are fairly lengthy journeys for these two birds.  I have not seen them on 
Emsworth Millpond in the past couple of weeks, so maybe they have moved on even further.     
 
 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 52-01: Dec 26 2005 – Jan 8 2006 
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Membership 
Membership now stands at 358 with 50 new members and 308 renewals. This is the same membership 
level as February 2005 when we gave the framed picture to the 350th member. There are still 72 members 
who have not yet renewed!  If you are unsure whether or not you have renewed please contact Frances 
Jannaway at brettellf@ntlworld.com   
 
Aspen for Brook Meadow  
An Aspen tree donated by members of the Haskins family was planted on the eastern side of Brook 
Meadow on Dec 22.  Eleven members of the Haskins family filled in the hole already prepared by HBC 
contractors and then read a few poems in memory of their mother who used to live in Lumley Hall.   
Photos on the web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
Aspen (Populus tremula) is a member of the Poplar family and is native to Great Britain. It gets its Latin 
name “tremulus” from the constant trembling of its leaves even in the slightest breeze.  Male and female 
catkins occur on separate trees, males brown in March and females green, which shed white woolly seeds 
in May.  It will interesting to see what sex our tree is.  The wood is used for matches.   
 
Work session Thursday 5 January 2006 
The weather for the first work session of 2006 was rather cold and cloudy but this did not deter the nine 
volunteers who attended, including one new member, Pam Phillips.  The others were Wally, Brian, 
Richard, Frances, Jennifer, Graham, Tony Wootton and Jil Meesom.  Frances pruned the Ash saplings in 
the Central Meadow, while the rest of the group were engaged in building dead hedge barriers of branches 
at various access points to the Lumley Stream, hopefully to discourage the person who has been cutting 
down trees (mainly dead Elms) and removing them for firewood.  Notices were put up indicating that this 
was a conservation area and that unauthorised wood cutting was not permitted.   
For photos go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
Forthcoming Workdays:  Sunday 15th January, Thursday 2nd February, Sunday 19th February.  
 
Unauthorised tree cutting 
Sadly, all the work done by the group in building dead hedge barriers at the last workday was to no avail.  
On Saturday morning I received a phone call from a resident of Lumley Road to say that the person 
responsible for the tree cutting had been on the rampage again.  All 5 barriers had been removed along 
with the three notices warning about the unauthorised cutting of timber.  Oddly, the wood used to build the 
barriers had been neatly piled up with the notices placed on top.  We appear to have a more difficult 
problem than we anticipated.  Havant Borough Council have been informed.   
 
New path to Palmer's Road Car Park  
As mentioned in the last bulletin, the new path from Palmer's Road Car Park to the south bridge seemed a 
little rough and unfinished.  David Oliver of Havant Borough Council responded that he thought this was 
what local representatives wanted and suitable for the rustic nature of this area, ie wooden edgings, gravel 
surface.  He tried also to give it a little roll over camber to shed surface water.  Dave will check again when 
it has settled and regulate if required.  Dave subsequently added that he may put a thin layer of topsoil 
either side of path (on the banked stoned) where it has been raised to help it blend in with area better.   
 
Miscellaneous news 
All 3 signcases have been updated in the past week with newly designed display material which has text 
and photos on the same sheets.  I would appreciate any feedback on the new displays.  I spoke to various 
people while doing the signcases, including Penny Aylett who told me that Ted was going into Midhurst 
Hospital for his quadruple by-pass operation.  I also had a chat with Sid, our Council litter man, on his 
rounds, after the Xmas break.  Brook Meadow was not too bad, but Nore Barn was disgusting with doggy 
bags left in piles around the already full bins.  Why do people do that?   
 
Web site:  The group web site is regularly updated with news, information and photos about the 
Conservation Group, events in Brook Meadow and wildlife to be seen and heard - 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Rail 
The best bird of the week was the Water Rail discovered by Tony Wootton at the end of the work session 
on Thursday morning.  An excited Tony rushed over to report what he felt sure was a Water Rail on the 
Lumley Stream north of the Gooseberry Cottage drive.  We both went over to the Lumley Stream to look for 
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it, waited for about 10 minutes before the unmistakable form of a Water Rail emerged from the dense 
bankside vegetation on the west of the Stream.  I took a few quick photos before the bird  disappeared into 
the vegetation whence it came.  Water Rail is similar to Moorhen, but is smaller, has a long red bill and has 
black and white barring on its flanks.  The best place to look out for it is from Lumley Road.  Interestingly, 
this is the third sighting of a Water Rail at exactly this location, the previous ones being 25 Mar and 24 Dec 
2003 and 27 Jan 2004, suggesting that this could be the same bird returning to a known area.    
Photo at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-619-water-rail-lumley-stream-3x-bm-05.01.06.jpg 
 
Spring is in the air 
Despite the cold weather, there was a touch of spring in the air this past week, or at least the birds seemed 
to think so.  A Song Thrush was singing strongly in Brook Meadow, the first of the winter and Robin, Wren, 
Great Tit, Blue Tit and Collared Dove were regularly in song, while flocks of House Sparrows were 
chirruping and Starlings for ever chuckling and whistling.  Our resident pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers 
were active and noisy on the meadow this week.  Ralph Hollins also reports Woodpigeon and Dunnock to 
be singing regularly in Havant, but not in Emsworth as yet.  Ralph also noted early signs of nest building by 
the Mute Swan pair on the Budds Farm pools.  So watch this space for some possible early nesting news!   
 
Millpond news 
The town’s three millponds are currently bursting with birds with 77 Mute Swans, 182 Mallard (close to the 
all time record of 200 in Nov 2004), 7 Tufted Duck, one white duck, 14 Coot and 4 Moorhen.  There was 
also 78 Coot milling around beneath the quay on Tuesday, the most I have ever recorded in Emsworth.   
In the last bulletin I mentioned the colour-ringed Mute Swan (KLD) on the Town Millpond. Well, another 
one turned up a little later with an orange ring coded C5L on its left leg.   
The Mute Swan pair have been back on Peter Pond, their home territory for a little while.  On Tuesday I 
watched them vigorously drive off an intruding pair of Swans from Slipper Millpond.  Photos of the 
encounter on the web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Other bird news 
Godwits are still making news locally.  Up to 70 Black-tailed Godwits can still be seen feeding on the shore 
east of Emsworth, though numbers are falling.  However, these pale into insignificance beside a huge 
gathering of 1,100 Bar-tailed Godwits that I found resting on a muddy island off the Warblington shore on 
Wednesday.  The best way of distinguishing the two Godwits is by the white wing bars on the Black-tailed 
when they fly, absent in Bar-tailed.  
While I was updating the signcase near the south gate a Robin came and perched on the metal frame and 
sang a sweet song!  Was it courting me I wonder?  Or maybe warning other Robins in the area that they 
might have to contend with a human bodyguard.  This was probably the same Robin that was on the south 
bridge on 5 Dec 2005.  Photo at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-621-robin-signcase-a-03.01.06.jpg 
The easiest “twitch” ever can be had near the beach in the south west corner of Hayling Island.  Look for a 
blue bin in the parking area between the pitch and putt golf course and the beach huts and you should find 
a Snow Bunting lurking in the grass behind it.  It has been in this spot for the past 3 weeks - Grid ref:  
SZ70399.  Photo at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-622-snow-bunting-hli-02.01.06-x4.jpg 
 
Wild flowers 
Ralph Hollins has seen the first Lesser Celandine of the year in flower in Havant, while here on Brook 
Meadow the chunky buds of Butterbur are starting to push up by the sluice gate, though they will not be 
open for some weeks yet.  However, our Winter Heliotrope appears to have suffered badly from the hard 
frosts and very few flowers can be seen (or smelt).  The fresh leaves of Cow Parsley are showing well 
around the meadow, but no flowers as yet in flower, but there are several flowering plants elsewhere.  
Ralph Hollins continues to report Hazel catkins open, but none so far on Brook Meadow.  However, the 
white cottony catkins are just starting to show on the twigs of Grey Willow.   
Not a flower, but the striking orange fungus Velvet Shank was showing well on several of the dead 
branches by the Lumley Stream.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 50-51: Dec 12-25,  2005 

Membership 
Frances tells me membership numbers are slowly increasing after sending out final reminders with the 
December newsletter and annual report.  Membership now stands at 330 with 97 who have still not 
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renewed.  If you are one of these please let Frances Jannaway have your subs at 75 Bosmere Gardens, 
Emsworth PO10 7NR. Phone: 01243 430314  E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com   
Hint: How about a membership subscription as a Christmas/New Year present?   
 
New kissing gate 
As arranged, Havant Borough Council have installed the new kissing gate at the Seagull Lane entrance.  It 
has been sited to the left of the green swing gate so as to avoid damaging the large Ivy bush, to the right of 
the gate, which is a valuable wildlife habitat.   Wooden fencing has been put up on either side of the swing 
gate so as to direct all visitors through the kissing gate.  We hope to reinforce the fencing with some 
Hawthorn planting.  The superfluous stile and barrier on the bridge have been removed.  The contractors 
left a bit of a mess around the area, though the Council have agreed to remove it and generally tidy up.   
Link to photo of gate - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-629-kissing-gate-bm-19.12.05.jpg 
 
Tree management 
Frances has been round Brook Meadow with Andy Skeet, the ‘tree man’ at Havant Borough Council, to 
select the trees in need of pollarding.  Andy selected 6 Crack Willows in all and they are marked, 3 are in 
Palmers Road copse and 3 are on the Northern river path, including the one near the north bridge.  While 
he was there Andy also did a bit of formative pruning of the Ash saplings near the seat, the Black Poplars 
and the Oak and gave advice about pollarding/coppicing some of the other Willows, which either the 
conservation group or the Council will do. 
 
New tree planting 
An Aspen tree donated by members of the Haskins family was planted on the eastern side of Brook 
Meadow on Dec 22.   Eleven members of the Haskins family filled in the hole already prepared by HBC 
contractors and then read a few poems in memory of their mother who used to live in Lumley Hall.  They 
were all very appreciative and gave Frances an additional £30 donation.   
 
New path to Brook Meadow  
If you live in Emsworth, you will have noticed work taking place to resurface the main path from the south 
east corner of Palmer's Road Car Park to the south entrance to Brook Meadow.  There are also plans to 
put a non-slip surface on the wooden bridge over the River Ems, but apparently this job has to wait for the 
right weather.  Hopefully, this will not be too long, since the chicken wire which is currently on the bridge is 
beginning to break up  
 
Work session on Sunday 18 December 2005 
Seven volunteers (Frances, Wally, Richard, Penny, Jil, David and Lynn) turned up for the last work session 
of the year. The first task on a lovely crisp, sunny morning was to take thank you presents to Ted and 
Penny Aylett and Ruth and Fred Portwin for all their help with storing the group’s tools.   
The second task was to create a dead hedge behind the bottle bank in Palmers Road copse to restrict 
access to the western riverbank where a route was being developed.  A lot of dead and overhanging wood 
was cleared from nearby to create several, hopefully impenetrable, dead hedges.   
Wally and Richard also removed an old armchair which had been dumped at the back of one of the 
industrial units.  The work party finished off the session with coffee and homemade mince pies.   
Photos of the work session can be seen on the group’s website at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
Forthcoming Workdays: Thursday 5th January and Sunday 15th January.   
 
Ted Aylett is making a good recovery from his heart attack.   
 

Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
wishes Ted and everyone a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Local bird news 
There is not a great deal of bird song to be heard at present, though both Great Tit and Blue Tit are now 
very vocal around the area.  Wren appears to have gone silent, but Robin and Collared Dove are going 
strong.  This past week I also heard I heard a Stock Dove singing from the garden of Constant Springs and 
my first Song Thrush song from my back garden, though Ralph Hollins reported one on Dec 10 in Havant.   
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Tony Wootton had the good fortune to see, and get a nice photo of, a pair of Chiffchaff as he was looking 
north from the south bridge over the River Ems on Dec 21.  I had a look the following day without seeing 
them, but I did hear their distinctive sweet whistling calls.  These birds will be wintering here, so may well 
stay in the area for a while.  Keep a look out when you go over the bridge and let me know if you see any.     
Barry Collins, the conservation warden of Thorney Island, told me he had seen 3 Sandwich Terns in the 
harbour, plus Long-tailed Ducks and a Great Northern Diver around Thorney Island.   
Frances Sweeney, a reporter on the Portsmouth News e-mailed to say she liked my encounter with 'Mr 
Robin' and sent a piece on it to The News as it seemed topical for this time of the year.  She also briefly 
mentioned our Black-tailed Godwits.  Did anyone see anything about them in the paper?   
 
Millpond news 
A colour ringed Mute Swan has been on the edge of the Town Millpond on Bridgefoot Path for much of this 
week.  It has an orange ring with the letters KLD on its right leg and a metal ring with X194 on its left leg.  
Details have been passed onto Dave Stone, the ringer, who will send us details of its origin and history.   
 
Black-tailed Godwits in Emsworth  
Emsworth remains a great attraction to Black-tailed Godwits.  These birds with long bills and legs can still 
be seen on the mudflats west of Emsworth at low water.  I found 124 there on Dec 22, including 6 
colour-ringed birds.  I have now recorded 16 different colour-ringed Godwits here, all adding to knowledge 
of the movements of these elegant birds.  A few can also be found in the main harbour to the east of 
Emsworth where Greenshank are worth looking out for, many of them also colour-ringed.  For details of the 
Greenshank project go to http://www.greenshank.info/.    
 
Other wildlife 
Fresh molehills are now springing up around Brook Meadow, with a cluster of about 30 in the north-east 
corner, another 20 or so in the Rowan patch and another 20 in the Centre Meadow.  I shall have to do 
another count shortly.   
The pale coloured Hazel catkins are showing well on the bush in the plantation on the east side of Brook 
Meadow, though the catkins remain tight shut with no anthers showing as yet.   
During a visit to Bosham I saw a notice near the church about the Water Voles of Bosham with my Water 
Vole photo on it!  (Anne de Potier had asked permission to use it on their signs).  Bosham Millstream 
supports a good population of these delightful creatures and details given about the work taking place to 
repair the banks of the millstream.    
 
Web site news 
The group web site is regularly updated with news, information and photos about the Conservation Group, 
events in Brook Meadow and wildlife to be seen and heard - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
Two professional wildlife surveys commissioned by the Conservation Group are now on the web site as pdf 
files: an invertebrates survey by Martin Harvey of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust in July 2004 can be seen at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-survey-invertebrates-2004.pdf  and a survey of the River Ems 
by Andrew Powling and Chloe Delgery of the Univ of Portsmouth in July this year can be seen at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-ems-survey-2005.pdf.  
A recent addition to the web site is the December issue of the bimonthly printed group Newsletter which 
can be downloaded as a PDF file at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-newsletter-32-dec-05.pdf 
For a daily diary of  wildlife observations around Emsworth and the local area, with photographs go to . .  .  
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
The week’s wildlife photos can be seen at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
Martin Rand, the BSBI recorder for south Hampshire, has been going through the plant list on the new 
Slipper Millpond web site at http://www.smppa.org.uk/index.htm and has made a number of corrections.  
Good news is that Martin wants to come down to Emsworth again (I think he likes it here) to have a look 
around the millpond, although, being in West Sussex, it is strictly not on his patch.   
 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 48-49: Nov 28 – Dec 11,  2005 
Membership 
The current membership stands at 308 (44 new and 264 renewed).  132 have yet to renew from last year.   
Final reminders will be sent with the December printed newsletter in the next week.   
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Many thanks to all those who have renewed so far.  If you are not sure if you have renewed you can check 
with Frances on brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Workday - Thursday 8 December.   
Last Thursday’s work session had to be postponed because of bad weather. It was not much better this 
morning but we decided to go ahead anyway.   A small group of volunteers (Frances, Richard, Wally, Pat, 
Graham and Brian Picknett) managed to finish all the planned path maintenance tasks with the assistance 
of Brian’s dog, Zia.  
The completed tasks were as follows:  
1. laid path gravel and tamped it down on both sets of steps in North Meadow;  
2. laid path gravel and tamped it down on a small section of  the Causeway path and in front of the seat;  
3. laid path gravel and tamped it down on the section of path along the S bend in the river;  
4. fixed boarding to E side of N bridge and filled in with path gravel;  
5. laid path gravel on W side of N bridge.  
There is still a small pile of gravel remaining near the Seagull Lane entrance.  
Report by Frances Jannaway.   
Photos on web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
Forthcoming Workdays: Sun 18 Dec, Thur 5th Jan and Sun 15th Jan.   
 
New Emsworth web site - http://www.smppa.org.uk/index.htm 
The newest addition to the web sites based in Emsworth is that of the Slipper Millpond Preservation 
Society  This new web site is now up and running and it has information and photographs of birds, 
invertebrates and plants to be found in and around this lovely pond plus a little history and details of its 
infrastructure.   
The tidal-filled Slipper Mill Pond is a unique brackish wildlife habitat with over 25 species of birds, more 
than 60 different plants and trees on its banks, and breeding ground for many fish, especially grey mullet. 
It also has many different animals on its muddy bottom, including 2 protected species of mud invertebrates 
and an interesting tube worm.   
This historic pond dating from the 1760s has 34 owners who have charged the Slipper Mill Pond 
Preservation Association with its care and maintenance for the quiet enjoyment of the public.  
 
Web sites 
For all the news, information and photos about the Conservation Group, events and wildlife on Brook 
Meadow go to . . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
For a daily diary of  wildlife observations around Emsworth and the local area, with photographs go to . .  .  
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
For links to the many other local web sites go to 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-links-local.html 
 
Ted Aylett 
Ted has had a heart attack.  The Brook Meadow Conservation Group wish him all the very best for a good 
recovery.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Unusual Ladybirds 
On Saturday morning while examining the tiny flowers on a Butcher's-broom plant at Chidham, the Havant 
Wildlife Group discovered a cluster of tiny Ladybirds, which none of us had ever seen before.  They were 
basically cream coloured with numerous black spots.  Ladybirds hibernate in clusters like this.    
After quite a bit of research through Beetle Guides and internet sites my tentative conclusion is they were 
16-spot ladybirds (Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata).  I would be pleased to hear from any Ladybird expert on 
any other views.  
For photos of the Ladybirds (including a particularly nice one from Tony Wootton) go to . . 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-634-ladybirds-16-spot-chidham-a-xx-10.12.05.jpg 
 
 
 
Local bird news 
There is still not much birdsong to be heard around the town, though I was able to add Goldcrest to my list 
of winter bird songsters along Lumley Road.  Nothing special on the two Hermitage millponds this week, 
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apart from a handsome Lesser Black-backed Gull on Slipper Millpond.   I saw both our resident Moorhens 
in the past week, one by the gasholder and the other in the river in front of the new fence.   
There have been several reports recently that the Rook population is getting mobilised for Spring already.   
Many Rooks are already hanging around nest sites, some doing repair jobs and some actually sitting on 
nests, although probably only trying them out for size.  There is a sizable gathering of Rooks at the western 
end of Havant Road in Emsworth which needs keeping an eye on.   
Two Purple Sandpipers have been seen at their regular wintering spot on the rocks immediately in front of 
Southsea Castle.  Numbers should increase as winter progresses.   
Large numbers of Mediterranean Gulls will now have dispersed from their breeding grounds in Langstone 
Harbour, but whither?  Ralph Hollins reports that 36 were seen in Pagham Harbour on Dec 4.  We should 
soon see them on our local millponds.   
 
Encounter with Mr Robin  
I had a delightful encounter with a Robin this week as I was leaning over the south bridge peering down 
into the River Ems, when one flew onto the handrail right beside me.  I gingerly got out my camera, but the 
bird was not at all scared, but rather edged a little closer to me, curious almost as to  what I was doing.  He 
(or she) was a real star for when I pointed the camera, he posed this way then that so that I could get him 
from different angles.   
For a selection of the photos go to http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm and scroll 
down the list.   
Incidentally, according to the RSPB web site (and they should know), Robins first appeared on Christmas 
cards as a representation of Victorian postmen, who wore red tunics and were known as ‘redbreasts’ 
 
Black-tailed Godwits in Emsworth  
News update on the Black-tailed Godwits of Emsworth.  They are still here and Emsworth is currently the 
best site to see these elegant birds.  Walk from Emsworth Sailing Club to Nore Barn Woods with your 
binoculars and you are bound to spot them.  My best count so far is 176 on Dec 8 and I have recorded a 
total of 14 colour-ringed birds, all reported to Pete Potts the coordinator of the scheme which tracks their 
movements.  Many Greenshank have also been colour-ringed.  For full details of this project go to 
http://www.greenshank.info/.   
 
Brent Geese move inland 
It is not new for Brent Geese to fly inland to feed on fields a little distance from the coast, particularly as 
their food supply diminishes in the harbours.   On Friday Dec 9, I found a flock of 630 or so, feeding on the 
large field of what looked like winter wheat at the junction of Main Road and Delling Lane in Bosham.   
Recently, around 150 Brent were seen on fields north of Plant Farm near the Waterlooville Fire Station and 
ASDA store, around 5 km inland from the Broadmarsh shore of Langstone Harbour.   
Even further afield, a few years ago, Ralph Hollins found flocks of several hundred on fields north of 
Walderton in the Ems valley at least 6 kilometres north of Chichester Harbour.  Ralph wonders if in future 
years we will see Brent Geese  flying back here in the early autumn, not to the muddy harbours, but directly 
to areas of grass or crops fairly close to the sea with the geese roosting on the open sea by night as they 
originally did in the 1950s and 60s off Langstone Harbour.   
 
Wildlife Surveys on web site 
The two professional wildlife surveys that were commissioned by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
can now be seen on the group web site as pdf files:  
1. An invertebrates survey by Martin Harvey of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust in July 2004 at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-survey-invertebrates-2004.pdf 
2. A survey of the River Ems by Andrew Powling and Chloe Delgery of the University of Portsmouth in July 
2005 at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-ems-survey-2005.pdf 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 46-47: Nov 14-27,  2005 

 
Membership news 
Membership of the group currently stands at 302 (42 new members and 260 renewals) and about 137 who 
have yet to renew from last year.   For these final reminders will be sent with the December printed  
newsletter.  Many thanks to all those who have renewed so far.  If you are not sure if you have renewed you 
can check with Frances on brettellf@ntlworld.com 
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Plans for kissing gate 
Group members met representatives from the Council on Nov 18 to look at the site for the kissing gate at 
the Seagull Lane entrance.  The gate has already been purchased by the Conservation Group and will be 
installed by the Council in the next couple of weeks.  It will be sited to the left of the green swing gate to 
avoid damaging the large Ivy bush at the right of the gate, since this is such an important wildlife habitat.  
The superfluous stile will be removed from the bridge.   
 
Inspection of main paths/steps 
While they were here the Council representatives also inspected the main gravel paths and steps which 
the Conservation group had laid between 2003 and 2005.  In general, they were satisfied with the quality 
and condition of the paths and agreed to pass them provided we did some repair work in certain areas.  
Weather permitting, we should be able to start this repair work in the forthcoming work sessions.  
 
Work session - Sunday 20 November 
Six volunteers carried out a number of tasks in preparation for path and step repair work mentioned above,  
including the removal of wooden bar at North bridge, clearing steps of vegetation and strimming sections 
along the main path to widen access.  The location of 2 donated trees was also decided: an Aspen to be 
planted as a specimen tree at back of Lumley copse and a Horse Chestnut near Bramble hedge at the 
back of Gooseberry Cottage.   
Forthcoming Workdays: Thur 1st Dec, Sun 18 Dec, Thur 5th Jan and Sun 15th Jan.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Black-tailed Godwits 
It is worth walking along the seawall to the west of Emsworth towards Nore Barn Woods to see flocks of up 
to 150 Black-tailed Godwits feeding on the mudflats at low water.  These are elegant long-legged birds with 
long bills and distinctive white wing bars when they fly.   Some of the birds have colour rings on their legs, 
as part of a ringing scheme to learn more about their migration movements.  They nest in Iceland and 
winter in our harbours.  Over the past few weeks I have recorded 12 different colour-ringed birds from this 
area, which I have reported to the coordinator of the scheme, Pete Potts.  Pete told me that one of the 
Emsworth birds (left leg, green over lime and right leg, yellow over lime) has been coming here for over 20 
years and might even break the world age record of 23-24 years for a Black-tailed Godwit!  
 
Other local sightings 
Brent Geese have probably had their best breeding year since 1991.  Juvenile Brents (with white bars on 
wings) are everywhere. So far, I have aged over 1,500 Brent Geese of which 26% are juveniles.   
Avocets have been reported on the shore between Nutbourne and Prinstead.  Ralph Hollins saw 20 there 
on Nov 16 and the Havant Wildlife Group found 11 on Saturday Nov 26.   
The latter also saw about 100 Fieldfare in the tall Poplars overlooking the apple orchards at Nutbourne, but 
this could be their last time here as the orchards have been sold and the trees are currently being grubbed 
out.  With the present cold weather set to continue, it might be worth while throwing a few apples onto your 
lawn which could attract passing Fieldfares.   
This is a good time of the year to see Bearded Tits on the reeds of Thorney Little Deeps.  Walk down the 
track on the west side of Thorney from the stilt houses and listen for their distinctive pinging calls.  On Nov 
21, I found up to 20 of them feeding in the reeds close to the track, seemingly oblivious of my close 
proximity.  Males are particularly handsome with their brown bodies, grey heads and distinctive drooping 
moustaches.  Photographing them is tricky as they are not still for very long, but I managed to get a few 
shots which can be seen at ... http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Millpond News 
The Mute Swan pair are back on their home territory on Peter Pond, having seen off their remaining 4 
cygnets, which are probably now getting used to communal life with the 70 or so other Swans on the Town 
Millpond, where Tufted Duck numbers this week were up to 20.  The White Campbell duck is back on Peter 
Pond, though I fear for its long term safety once the Mute Swan pair gets seriously territorial.   
Virginia Wilson-Smith cleared up the mystery of the disappearance of the two dark ducks from the Town 
Millpond (see News for Week 43).  Both were taken by a fox.  Clearly, they were not street-wise enough to 
realise that sleeping on the road side was a dangerous practice.   
Another couple of unusual ducks have turned up on the Town Millpond, both slightly smaller than Mallards, 
one with a deep brown body and head and the other mottled and pale.  They have usually been seen 
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together near the road bridge.  The fact that they are fairly tame also suggests domestic escapees, which 
are likely to meet the same fate the two dark ducks.     
Gulls continue to dominate both the Hermitage ponds, with several hundred Black-headed Gulls often 
present, along with about 50 Herring Gulls, a few Common Gulls and the odd one or two Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls.   The Slipper Millpond sluice gate has been open this past week to allow the depth of 
silt on the bottom of the pond to be measured.  One measurement I was shown indicated a silt depth of 
over 2’ 6”. 
With winter setting in Little Egrets are being seen in increasing numbers on millponds, streams and inland 
fields.  On Nov 25 Tony Wootton sent me a photo of 11 Little Egrets and a Grey Heron that he found on 
Peter Pond, near the northern reedbeds.  Kingfishers will also be making their way down to the coast as 
rivers freeze up.   
 
Plants 
I found 17 plants flowering on Brook Meadow this week: Ivy, White Dead-nettle, Common Chickweed, 
Lesser Stitchwort, Yarrow, Hogweed, Pepper-saxifrage, Common Nettle, Nipplewort, Smooth Sow Thistle, 
Michaelmas Daisy, Common Gorse, and grasses, Annual Meadow-grass, False Oat-grass, Cocksfoot, 
Yorkshire Fog and Wall Barley.  However, this list pales into insignificance beside the 134 species that 
Ralph Hollins has found flowering during November; this just shows how much is out there if you have the 
skill and knowledge to find it.   
The Ivy growing on the Crack Willows on the north path continues to attract late wasps and flies, even 
though all the flowers appear to have finished.  Ivy berries are now forming well.  Hogweed plants some 
dead, some still flowering, stand stately around the meadow.   
 
Mammals 
Moles are becoming active on Brook Meadow, as evidenced by 50 or so fresh molehills.  They will probably 
continue to increase as the winter progresses.  In February this year, I counted an astonishing 1,110 
molehills on the meadow.   
Roe Deer have been seen from the seawall between Nutbourne and Prinstead.   
 
Insects 
It looks as if the recent frosty weather has put paid to butterflies.  However, Red Admirals continue to be 
seen and, as Ralph Hollins says, “one cannot but admire them both for their beauty and for their 
determination to keep going when the rest have stopped”.   Amazingly, 3 were seen over the sea on Nov 
15  two miles south of the Isle of Wight.   
Closer to home a late male Common Darter (red body) was basking in the sunshine on the small bridge to 
the north of Peter Pond.   
 
Fungi 
Lots of Straw Cup Fungus (Peziza vesiculosa) were on the cuttings near the centre Willows, but no others 
that I could find.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 44-45: Oct 31 – Nov 13,  2005 

Membership 
Current membership stands at 294 with 41 new members and 144 lapsed members.  Final reminders will 
be sent with the December newsletter and Annual Report.  Many thanks to all those who have renewed so 
far.  If you are not sure if you have renewed check with Frances on brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Wildlife Surveys 
The two professional wildlife surveys that were commissioned by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
can now be seen on the group web site as pdf files: an invertebrates survey by Martin Harvey of the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust in July 2004 and a survey of the River Ems by Andrew Powling and Chloe 
Delgery of the University of Portsmouth in July 2005.   Also new on the web site are the last two bi-monthly 
Newsletters which you, as members on e-mail, do not receive.   
 
Work Session - Thursday 3 November 2005 
Eight volunteers were engaged in cutting down a large Willow branch in the north meadow and trimming a 
branch which was overhanging the main riverbank path.  The Environment Agency has been asked to 
remove the large trees that have fallen across the river, since debris is fast piling up behind them.  
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Forthcoming Workdays: Sun 20th Nov, Thur 1st and Sun 18 Dec, Thur 5th and Sun 15th Jan.   
 
Visit from Watch Group – Saturday 12 November 
The local HWT Watch group made a regular conservation visit to Brook Meadow with 11 children and a 
similar number of parents/adults (plus Sally and Sue, the Watch coordinators).  BMCG provided tools and 
safety equipment, including hard hats and waders, plus three willing volunteers in Frances, Jennifer and 
David.   The older children and adults cleared some old branches to make a dead hedge on the west bank 
of the river to prevent access onto the sensitive river bank.  The children all seemed to enjoy the work, 
especially the sawing and taking the branches across the river. Photos are on the web site.  
 
Signcases 
All three signcases at the entrances to Brook Meadow have been up-dated in the past week with a 
summary of news from Brook Meadow plus photographs.  The window in the signcase at the north bridge 
has been replaced with a new one since the old one was badly marked.  We have not yet managed to 
locate the missing leaflet box torn from the signcase at the south gate.  
 
Power Scythe 
The cutter bar on the power scythe, which broke during a recent workday, has gone back to Tracmaster.  
We have three options: to have the bar repaired, though this may not last, to have a new cutter bar, though 
this will depend of the state of the engine, or to have a completely new machine, if the engine is in a poor 
condition.  The committee will make a decision next week.   
 
Path and bridge work 
Work will shortly begin on resurfacing the footpath from Palmer's Road Car Park to Peter Pond, including a 
non-slip surface for the wooden bridge over the River Ems.  This is very important in view of the recent 
incident when a lady tripped on broken chicken wire on the bridge and fell heavily.  The path and bridge will 
be closed during the work and signs will be set up at the entrances to the footpath.   
 
Environment Agency 
On Monday Oct 31 four members of the Environment Agency (Ann Tanner, Chris Smith, Matthew Eaves 
and Jonathan Hunter) came to an ERA meeting to talk about their work on River Ems and related 
watercourses.  It was reassuring to hear that the water quality in the River Ems is officially rated as “good” 
and the biological quality Class A, ie, very good.   
 
Floods 
The high tides combined with strong winds in early November led to the Hermitage Millponds flooding the 
local roads.  Brook Meadow was also flooded as the tide backed up the Lumley Stream.  Photos of the 
flooding are on the web site at . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-views.html 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Brook Meadow  
Apart from Robin and Wren most birds are fairly quiet at the moment, though Great Spotted Woodpecker 
and Jay can often be heard calling from the trees.  Grey Wagtails are often on the river, where one also 
occasionally sees a Kingfisher flying and a Little Egret feeding.  Our solitary Moorhen is still on the river 
bank beneath the gasholder.  There is not much in the way of wild flowers on Brook Meadow, but there are 
several late flowering Hogweed plants, which are looking very fine indeed.  Also, take a look at the Alder 
tree in the plantation on the west of the meadow, on which can be seen three generations of fruit, last 
year’s brown cones, this year’s green cones and the tiny red buds which will form next year’s cones.    
 
Red Admirals 
There are quite a few Red Admirals flying at the moment. I saw 3 in the East Marden area on Saturday 
morning and Frances found one on Brook Meadow.   They have certainly enjoyed the nectar provided by 
Ivy flowers.  The Red Admiral is a migratory butterfly and rarely manages to survive the British winter.  
However, each spring adults teem northwards from the Mediterranean, spreading throughout Europe to 
lay their eggs on young Nettle leaves, on which the emerging caterpillars feed before pupating.   
 
Millpond news 
On Sunday morning there were 74 Mute Swans on the Town Millpond, including 15 youngsters, which 
presumably means that the local families have broken up.  Ducks have also moved onto the pond in force, 
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with 134 Mallard and 17 Tufted Duck.  The white duck from Peter Pond was also on the Town Millpond on 
Sunday; it could be a White Campbell duck?  There has been no sign of the mystery dark duck for a couple 
of weeks; dead, flown or removed.  Who knows? 
Wintering Coots have returned to Slipper Millpond (about 40) along with the usual Little Grebes and 
Cormorants.  The magnificent Strawberry tree on the east side of Slipper Millpond is covered with tiny 
white flowers with many yellow and red fruits.  There is another fine Strawberry Tree in the garden of 
Teneriffe Cottage on Bath Road. There is a huge Eucalyptus tree in full flower in the garden of 27 Beach 
Road.  
 
Management work on Peter Pond  
On Sunday morning I met David Gattrell doing his regular stint on Peter Pond, clearing some of the dead 
Elms from the copse and burning them (on instruction from DEFRA).   This should open up the copse area 
and encourage new growth.  He is also clearing some of the reeds on the eastern side of the main channel 
as part of the bi-annual cycle.   While we were chatting on the small bridge to the north of the pond, David 
pointed out the reflection of a Kingfisher in the stream beneath the brick bridge with the ‘No Fishing’ sign.   
 
Geese and waders 
Brent Geese are now here in their hundreds and soon there will be thousands.  This year is exceptional for 
the large number of young birds – distinguished by white bars on their wings.  The percentage of juveniles 
to adults currently is about 25%, which is the best since 1991.  Wader numbers are also building up, 
particularly Dunlin.   To the west of Emsworth look out for the Black-tailed Godwits feeding on the mudflats.   
 
English names for Fungi 
The British Mycological Society has published a complete list of recommended English names for fungi.  
This is a good move, but it is a pity that many of the currently accepted English names have been replaced 
with new ones.  To make matters worse many fungi have more than one scientific name.  All makes 
identifying fungi just that bit harder than needed.  The list can be downloaded from the BMS web site.   
http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/news/shownews.asp?NewsID=59 
 
Botanist error  
My apologies to Eric Clement, who visited Brook Meadow on October 30, for inadvertently referring to him 
in Week 43 report as Eric Hammond.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 43: Oct 24-30,  2005 

Membership renewals 
Frances has had a lot of renewals and membership numbers are rising daily and currently stand at 265 
with 39 new members and 226 renewals.  Subscriptions remain at £3 per person.  Please send your 
subscription (and/or donation) with your name and address and any changes to your phone or e-mail 
address to Frances Jannaway, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR.  A renewal form can be 
downloaded and printed off from the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html     
 
Autumn Art Workshops 
Autumn Art Workshops were organised for the 3rd year running by Frances Jannaway for children aged 
6-11.  The workshop leader, Jo Tester, was helped by Frances, Jennifer, Elisabeth, Jil, Rosemary, Wally 
and Natalie Lomas one of the mums.  Both workshops were fully booked with 23 children on the morning 
and 26 in the afternoon. The morning workshop involved going over to Brook Meadow to collect leaves, 
which the children used to make leaf prints to cover the front of a large notebook. In the afternoon 
workshop children made “dream catchers” to catch bad dreams by weaving a spider’s web with wool which 
was then decorated with beads and leaves.  Frances sums it up with the words “It was jolly tiring but very 
enjoyable”.    A selection of photos taken during the day can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Meeting with Havant Borough Council 
On Tuesday 18th October, Frances, Wally and Brian had a very useful meeting with Freda Devonshire and 
Rob Hill of the Open Spaces Development Team at the HBC Southmoor Depot.  Issues discussed 
included,  
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1. Application for Local Nature Reserve status.  Frances is working on the management plan which we 
hope will be submitted for approval by Councillors by January 2006 to support the application  
2. Proposed kissing gate.  The new kissing gate at the end of Seagull Lane will be installed to the left of the 
green swing gate, to avoid damaging the large Ivy bush.  The Group will pay for the gate and HBC will 
install it.  The gate will be the same model as the gates on the footpath from Havant Road to Nore Barn.    
3. The annual cut.  The two stage cut by the council went well.  However, leaving the arisings on site is a 
hazard - they almost caught fire!  Rob will contact Manor Farm on Hayling to see if they could cut bail and 
remove the grass as they did for us a couple of years ago.  
4. Tree Management.  Andy Skeet has plans for the progressive pollarding of the ailing Crack Willows 
along the river.  The Environment Agency will clear the Willows that have come down on the river. The 
Black Poplar that had been suffering badly from flooding near the Lumley Stream was transplanted.   
5. BMCG Safety plan  A copy of the Group’s plan written by Graham Walsgrove was submitted to the 
Council.  Rob Hardy will take a look at it regarding the risk assessment.   
6. Disabled access to south gate.  Paul Hurst will be drawing up a scheme for this access. There maybe 
some money left over from the other Liveability schemes that could be used.  
7. Dog Fouling   Following the complaint about children’s clothing being fouled HBC agreed to provide 
proper signing about dog fouling. Frances will look into asking schools to design a poster ‘scoop your 
poop’.  The Dog Warden and the Environmental Rangers have been informed and will check on the area.  
Three smart new doggy bins have been installed at the entrances to Brook Meadow this week. We hope 
they will encourage dog owners to use them.   
 
Forthcoming Workdays 
Thursday 3rd and Sunday 20th Nov, Thursday 1st and Sunday 18 Dec, Thursday 5th and Sunday 15th 
Jan.   
 
Minimotos 
There is some concern that the new minimotos are becoming a nuisance in Emsworth.  WPC Lisa Jones, 
the new Emsworth beat officer, visited Brook Meadow on Friday afternoon, but there is no sign of any use 
on the meadow.  But we need to be vigilant.  Lisa said she would include the area in her evening patrol. 
 
Water Water Everywhere – ERA Meeting 
Monday 31st October 2005 at Emsworth Community Centre, Mountford Room 7.30.  Come and find out 
about water management in our area.  A team of four speakers from the Environment Agency will be there.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS  
Mystery Duck on the millpond 
The mystery duck on the Town Millpond has been attracting a good deal of attention from local people this 
week.  It was usually to be found lounging on the grass verge on the east side of the pond, or splashing 
around in company with the Mallards.  The bird looks fit and healthy, though its very short wings, bare in 
parts, suggests to me they may have been clipped.  If this is the case the bird (along with the other one that 
was seen on the millpond, but is no longer there) was probably dumped here.   
I have had several suggestions at identification, including Khaki Campbell, Indian Runner and Muscovy 
Duck, though none match the mystery bird exactly.  I have been through all the ducks on the web site of the 
Domestic Wildfowl Club of Great Britain (http://www.domestic-waterfowl.co.uk/) without finding a good 
match.  So the bird remains a mystery.  I would welcome other opinions.  Photos of the mystery bird are on 
the web site at . . .  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Fungi on Brook Meadow  
This is a good year for fungi and a good selection can be found on Brook Meadow.  There is an excellent 
crop of Brook Meadow’s speciality fungus, Agrocybe cylindracea growing on a Willow stump – good smell 
and tasty cooked with bacon!   The piles of cuttings on the east side of the meadow provide an excellent 
habitat for a range of fungi and a good selection can currently be seen growing there.  One tiny fungus that 
stands out has the delightful name of Egg Yolk Fungus (aka Cow Pat Toadstool) (Bolbitius vitellinus).  This 
fungus has conical caps which are egg-yolk coloured and shiny.  There is also a large number of Straw 
Cup Fungi (Peziza vesiculosa).   There are several handsome grey-capped toadstools on the Lumley area 
called  Volvariella speciosa.   
 
Botanists visit Brook Meadow  
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On Sunday Oct 30, nettle enthusiast, Gillian Edom and I met ace botanists Martin Rand and his colleague 
Eric Clement  on Brook Meadow, mainly to look for the unusual non-stinging nettle Urtica galeopsifolia that 
Martin had found there this summer.  We were not able to find any examples of this nettle, though Gillian 
and I had a thoroughly instructive and enjoyable 2 hours in the meadow in the company of these two 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable botanists.  We both learned a lot.  At the end of the visit Gillian showed 
Martin and Eric pressed examples of Urtica galeopsifolia that she had collected from Wicken Fen.  They 
were most impressed and Gillian was persuaded to bring examples of her nettle collection to a meeting of 
the Hampshire Flora Group on 19th November at Testwood Lakes.  We shall probably go together.   
During the visit we identified several grasses on the meadow, including False Oat-grass, Cocksfoot, Tall 
(or Reed) Fescue (F. arundinacea), Sea Couch, Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera), Yorkshire Fog, 
Rough Meadow-grass, Annual Meadow-grass, Reed Canary-grass and Plicate Sweet-grass.  We looked 
in vain for Whorl Grass (Catabrosa aquatica) which Gwynne Johnson found here on July 24 2002.  Both 
Martin and Eric considered this to be a most unlikely habitat for this grass.  We also failed to find many 
sedges, though summer is the best time to see them.   
 
Miscellaneous news 
I was delighted to find a Hedgehog on Brook Meadow, the first I have ever seen on the meadow.  Nothing 
new on the bird front, but Great Spotted Woodpeckers are ever-presents on Brook Meadow.  Just one Red 
Admiral was spotted this week.  A gentleman in a wheelchair told me he had recently seen a white squirrel 
in a tree in Warblington Road.   
 
Nutbourne observations 
Nutbourne Bay is worth a visit to see a good range of birds.  This week I found 86 Black-tailed Godwits 
feeding on the mudflats, including one colour-ringed bird.  15 Pintail and 180 Wigeon were on the water.  I 
also found 124 Brent Geese with 46 juveniles – very good numbers of young Brents this year.  Cow 
Parsley was flowering on the edge of the field to the west of Nutbourne orchard.  Plenty of apples in the 
Nutbourne orchard, but no sign of Fieldfare or Redwing.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 42: Oct 17-23,  2005 
South bridge problem 
On Thursday Mrs Gillian Twiss phoned to say, while walking over the wooden bridge towards Palmer's 
Road Car Park, she had caught her foot on some chicken wire and had fallen heavily, bruising her leg and 
arm.   We met on the bridge to look at the offending wire, which was badly broken and clearly dangerous.  
We both immediately informed Havant Borough Council of the problem and, to their credit, the wire was 
patched up within an hour.  However, this can only be a temporary measure since the wire is thin and is 
bound to break again.  Tony Cailes of HBC told us that further work on the south bridge is included in the 
liveability scheme, which should be starting in November.  Importantly, this work will need to replace the 
chicken wire with a permanent non-slip surface.   
 
Forthcoming Workdays 
Dates for your diary: Thursday 3 November, Sunday 20 November, Thursday 1 December, Sunday 18 
December, Thursday 5 January, Sunday 15 January.   
 
Renewal time 
Membership renewals are now due.  £3 per person.  Please send your subscription with your name and 
address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, 75 Bosmere Gardens, 
Emsworth PO10 7NR.  If you prefer, a renewal form can be downloaded and printed off from the group web 
site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html     
 

WILDLIFE NEWS  
Brook Meadow  
There were plenty of Long-tailed Tits flying in and out of the trees on Brook Meadow this week.  I also saw 
a Jay fly across the meadow, an unusual bird for this site.  Meanwhile, the resident pair of Carrion Crows 
continue to forage for insects in the cut grassland.   
The wonderful array of Michaelmas Daisy flowers on the Lumley side of the meadow were attracting some 
lovely butterflies on several sunny days this week, including Painted Lady, Comma and Small Tortoiseshell 
(the first I have seen on Brook Meadow since the beginning of July).   
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A little way north of the Michaelmas Daisies, three Pepper-saxifrage plants stand tall over the surrounding 
grasses. Their fruits are tiny, egg-shaped and ridged.  There are also several late flowering Hogweed 
plants around the meadow, which are looking very fine.   
Clearing the vegetation from around the Hawthorn hedge during the last workday has opened up the lovely 
Alder tree in the plantation on the west of the meadow, on which can be seen three generations of fruit, last 
year’s brown cones, this year’s green cones and next year’s brown catkins.   
While doing some research on Ivy (Hedera helix) I discovered that it has two types of leaf.  The young, 
non-reproductive, form has 3-5 lobed leaves, dark glossy green with whitish veins, and grow on the ground 
or climb up trunks of trees.  Leaves of the adult phase, found only on mature flowering bushes, are not 
lobed and only develop where the light conditions allow.    
 
Brent Geese arrive  
On Saturday morning I was delighted to see the first Brent Geese of the year in Emsworth.  Of the 58 Brent 
Geese in the harbour an amazing 23 were juveniles.  The presence of so many juveniles in Emsworth may 
not be a correct reflection of the proportion in the area as a whole, since families with young do tend to 
congregate in the harbour.  However, other areas around the Solent also report good numbers of Brent 
juveniles, so things look very promising.  Certainly, no sign of the infamous ‘bird flu’ in this population.   
 
Millponds 
This week there were 9 Tufted Duck on the Town Millpond and a Mallard with 3 ducklings.  The resident 
Mute Swan family of 2 adults and 4 cygnets was still intact on Peter Pond,  though I expect the cygnets to 
be leaving soon, either under their own steam, or driven off by their parents.  On Sunday afternoon, 2 
Kingfishers flew over Slipper Millpond in tandem, heading north towards Peter Pond.   
The large Strawberry tree on the east side of Slipper Millpond is a magnificent sight, with masses of  flower 
buds, some of which are opening, and many yellow fruits.  For photos of this lovely tree and all the other 
wildlife of the week go to http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
Mystery bird 
On Saturday afternoon, Jean Trimble, whose house overlooks the millpond, left a message for me to say 
there were two unusual dark grey ducks on the millpond, which had been there for 3 days.  On Sunday 
morning I could only find one of them, feeding with the Mallard on the east side of the pond.  The bird was 
mainly dark, but for a whitish patch on the side of its head and had a distinctive long and bulky tail.  It was 
smaller than a Mallard, though larger than a Tufted Duck.   
My first impression was a Common Scoter, though I had never before seen a Scoter this close and it would 
have been a very unusual bird to find on the millpond as it spends most of the time far out at sea.  I took 
some photos, posted a couple on the web site and e-mailed the Hampshire Ornithological Society 
discussion group (hoslist) asking for views.  John Clark, the County Bird Recorder for Hampshire replied 
that it definitely was not any type of Scoter, though he was not sure of identity, but thought it could be some 
sort of exotic bird or a hybrid.   Photos of the mystery bird are on the web site at I would welcome any other 
opinions.  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Sweet Chestnuts galore 
I shall certainly have to revise my verdict about this being a poor year for Sweet Chestnuts, since there 
were certainly plenty about in Hollybank Woods on Friday morning.  Most of the nuts were quite small, 
though a few were as big as conkers.  I made a nice collection and munched a few as I walked.  The large 
Yew trees on the Holly Lodge clearing were also loaded with red berries; I did not try these, though I am 
told that it is the seeds that are poisonous, not the pulp.  
 
Other news 
While I was delivering the Newsletters on Wednesday morning, I met Ralph Hollins on Warblington Road 
where he pointed out some Small-flowered Crane’s-bill flowering on the grass verge.  The distinctive 
feature of this plant is the closely downy (not hairy) flower stems.   
Ralph also showed me a Brown Roll-rim toadstool (poisonous) found in Beacon Square.  I went looking for 
it but did not find it.  However, in Seafields I did find several chunky toadstools on the grass verge which 
might be Bitter Boletus.  For photos go to the web site.  
 
Other Bird News 
Locally, the big bird news of the week was the arrival of Ring Ouzels in the Solent area.  These birds breed 
in the hilly areas of Scotland and the North of England and we only see them on their migration south to 
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North Africa.  I went looking for them in the area around Fort Widley on Portsdown Hill, but all I saw was a 
Wheatear, a Fieldfare and a flock (charm) of around 100 Goldfinches.  But quite a sight.  
Nationally, BTO Birdtrack scheme reported the arrival of Redwings from the continent, along with good 
numbers of Song Thrush and Blackbird.  So far, Fieldfares have been a bit slow to arrive, but as soon as 
the weather changes across Scandinavia they are bound to arrive.  There are still a few Swallows and 
House Martins around, and these could well linger into early November given the mild weather.   
There has also been an amazing arrival of Yellow-browed Warblers, with most records coming from the 
east coast but also some filtering to the west and south.  Yellow-browed Warbler originate from the 
Siberian taiga and are annual visitors to Britain and Ireland, but numbers this autumn are particularly high. 
 
Three Harbours Beef Scheme 
On Sunday morning I went on a walk around Tournerbury Farm on Hayling Island organised by Graham 
Phillips (of Tournerbury Farm) and Colin Hedley (of South Moor Farm Langstone).  The idea behind the 
walk was to give publicity to the Three Harbours Beef Scheme, which is a conservation oriented scheme, 
involving farmers from Langstone, Chichester and Pagham Harbours, to produce good quality English 
beef from cattle grazed on marshland pastures.  The walk was followed by an opportunity to sample 
barbecued sausages and burgers made from the beef.  The RSPB and the Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy were also present along with an astonishing 200+ visitors.   This is a great scheme, not only 
for the farmers involved, but also for the land which is being grazed in a sensitive manner for the benefits of 
wildlife.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 41: Oct 10-16,  2005 

Annual General Meeting 
The 5th Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group took place on Tuesday 11 
October.  The committee was in the centre at 4pm setting up the room and the display boards.  A selection 
of flowers from Brook Meadow were on display.  Chairman and Treasurer delivered their annual reports.   
All current committee members were re-elected as follows: Chairman Brian Fellows, Secretary Wally 
Osborne, Treasurer Frances Jannaway, Ordinary members Elisabeth Kinloch, Pat and Graham 
Walsgrove, David Search, Jennifer Rye.  Tony Wilkinson resigned and was thanked for his many 
contributions.  The business meeting was followed by a break for refreshments.   
Chairman’s Report is on web site at . . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-2005.html 
After the break Dr Andy Powling of the University of Portsmouth gave a fascinating talk about his 
conservation work in an Indonesian rainforest, focusing on Rattan, his special interest and illustrated by 
slides showing the incredible variety of animals and plants in the rainforest.  Finally, Andy was presented 
with a selection of ‘local’ gifts; David Rudkin’s book on the River Ems, a framed copy of Marian Forster’s 
painting for the interpretation board and a bottle of Fair Trade Chilean red wine from the Co-op!   
 
Newsletters 
The October issue of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group Newsletter will be printed next week and 
distributed to all members not on e-mail.  For visitors to Brook Meadow the three signcases were updated 
this week with news and photographs.   
 
Workday – Sunday 16 October 
7 volunteers attended this morning's work session (Jil, Brian, Wally, Richard, Frances, Lynn and Debi) in  
fine and sunny weather.  The following tasks were carried out: a) removed ailing Black Poplar for replanting 
at end of October,  b) cut, cleared and removed vegetation from round Hawthorns in North meadow;  c) 
strimmed about 1 metre round remaining Black Poplars, Oak and Yew trees; d) put a layer of mulch around 
the remaining 2 Black Poplars; e) cut vegetation round Rowans; f) cut off dead branches from ailing Osier 
near south entrance; g) strimmed the sides of Causeway path; h) removed vegetation from around seat, 
steps, litter/doggy bins; i) cut down overhanging Brambles along paths and entrances.  The power scythe 
broke down at the end of the session.  We hope to get it fixed shortly.  Photos of work session are on the 
web site . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html  
 
Forthcoming Workdays 
Dates for your diary: Thursday 6 October, Sunday 16 October, Thursday 3 November, Sunday 20 
November, Thursday 1 December, Sunday 18 December, Thursday 5 January, Sunday 15 January.   
 
Autumn Art Workshops 
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There is still time to book for the Autumn Art Workshops, an annual event designed specifically for young 
children aged 6-11 years of age, to be held on Monday 24th October in the Emsworth Community Centre.  
There are two workshops, 9.30 to12.30 and 1.30 to 4.30.  There is a £3 charge to non-members 
(effectively giving membership).  For more information and to make booking contact Frances Jannaway on 
01243 430314 e-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Renewal time 
Membership renewals are now due.  £3 per person.  Please send your subscription with your name and 
address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, 75 Bosmere Gardens, 
Emsworth PO10 7NR.  If you prefer, a renewal form can be downloaded and printed off from the group web 
site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html     
 
Nore Barn Woods 
On Thursday evening, I met Bruce Darby from the Friends of Nore Barn Woods and Nicki from the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy admiring their new interpretation board in Nore Barn Woods, jointly 
funded by Havant Borough Council and Chichester Harbour Conservancy.  The board was designed by 
Designline Graphics with photos and maps and wildlife illustrations by Marian Forster.   Photo of new board 
at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-666-nore-barn-inter-board-x-14.10.05.jpg 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles  
Our Water Voles continue to delight locals and visitors alike.  Although we have not conducted a formal 
survey this year, I logged a total of 50 sightings reported to me from the beginning of March to the end of 
June.  As in previous years, the sightings were from 4 main areas along the river, suggesting the presence 
of at least 4 pairs of Water Voles.   
 
Birds on Brook Meadow  
Robin and Wren and occasionally Chiffchaff and Great Tit were the only birds singing on Brook Meadow 
this week, though other birds could be heard calling from the trees.  Also, prominent were the explosive 
“tchik” calls of the Great Spotted Woodpecker which can be heard daily.  On Sunday morning, I spotted a 
Kingfisher perched on a branch over the Lumley Stream, but it flew off upstream before I could get a photo.  
 
Millpond and harbour news 
On the Town Millpond this week were 65 Mute Swans, including 7 cygnets.  I think 2 of these cygnets are 
from the family of 4 cygnets that were in the harbour by the quay.  Also, on the millpond were 2 female 
Tufted Duck and 3 young Mallard ducklings.  4 Little Grebe and 3 young Moorhen were on Slipper Millpond 
and Kingfisher in Slipper Mill basin.  
Waders are returning to our local harbour in increasing numbers.  This week I counted 142 Redshank, but 
Dunlin have yet to arrive.  Others present in smaller numbers include Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, 
Lapwing, Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Greenshank (with colour-ringed birds) and Turnstone.  On Saturday 
evening I found 9 Little Egrets and 2 Greenshank feeding in the channel to the east of Emsworth.     
 
Gulls and geese 
Walking along the Warblington shore on Thursday evening, I was astonished to see over 200 Great 
Black-backed Gulls on the islands offshore, the most I have ever seen all together.  Jason Crook tells me 
that this area has been good for large numbers of Great Black-backed Gulls in the last few years and they 
gather in the largest numbers during the afternoons, before they mostly move further south into Chichester 
Harbour to roost on saltings off Tournerbury and Verner Common.   
Brent Geese have definitely arrived.  I counted 275 off Hayling Island during the Wetlands Bird Survey on  
Saturday morning, but none as far as I know have been seen in Emsworth.   
 
Tawny Owl  
Debbie Robinson left me a note on Wednesday morning to say that she and her dog, Erin, had found a 
dead Tawny Owl in Christopher Way and had left it on the doorstep for me!   It certainly was a Tawny Owl 
and very fresh and in good condition.  In fact, it still had a worm in its beak.  I suspect it may have been hit 
by a car on Horndean road.  I took some photos and made some measurements.  Tawny Owls are 
certainly not unusual in this area, though sadly there is now one less.   
 
Insects 
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The Michaelmas Daisies were attracting butterflies this week, including Red Admiral and Comma.  Then, 
during the work session on Sunday morning we had a Painted Lady on Brook Meadow for the first time this 
year.  They have been very scare this year, generally.  Richard Jannaway was the first to spot it on the 
Michaelmas Daisies above the causeway.  I gave chase with my camera and found it about 30 minutes 
later back on exactly the same flower.  It provided me with some very nice close-up photos.  See one here 
. . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-664-painted-lady-cu1-bm-x-16.10.05.jpg 
 
Plants 
If you walk from Emsworth to Warblington along Church path look out for the unusual rayed form of 
Groundsel in the field with the large bales of straw.  This plant has open flowers rather like a miniature 
Ragwort; the regular Groundsel has disk florets only and flowers that look like shaving brushes.  

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 40: Oct 3-9,  2005 

 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street, Emsworth on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  You can park without charge in the 
adjacent pay and display car park.  There will be photographic displays both of the group’s activities over 
the past year and the wildlife to be found on Brook Meadow.  The business meeting will be followed by a 
break for refreshments.  Then Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological 
Sciences will tell us about his work in Indonesia in a talk entitled "Biology and Conservation of an 
Indonesian Rainforest".  Please come along if you can to give us support.   
 
Autumn Art Workshops 
The Autumn Art Workshops led by Jo Tester is an annual event designed specifically for young children 
aged 6-11 years of age.  This year’s workshops will be held on Monday 24th October in the Emsworth 
Community Centre.  As in previous years there are two workshops: Printing from 9.30 to 12.30 and Dream 
Catcher from 1.30 to 4.30.  Children may go to both workshops, but must be collected for lunch.  They are 
free to Brook Meadow Conservation Group members.  There is a £3 charge to non-members (effectively 
giving membership).  For more information and to make booking contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 
430314 e-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Membership Renewal 
A reminder that membership renewals are now due.  £3 per person.  Please send your subscription with 
your name and address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, 
Membership Secretary, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR.  If you prefer, a renewal form can be 
downloaded and printed off from the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html    Please note you can pay 
your annual subscription by standing order.   
 
Workday – Thursday October 6 
Six volunteers attended the work session: Frances, Jill, Jennifer, Pat and Graham Walsgrove and Brian.  
The weather was cloudy with occasional drizzle.  The main task was to cut and clear the south east corner 
of the South Meadow.  Brian cut the area using the power scythe while the others raked and removed the 
cuttings.  The Bramble path and the other paths in the South Meadow were also mowed.  The area around 
the Alder Buckthorns was cleared.  The old Alder Buckthorns are now looking healthy with their red berries 
showing well.   
 
Visitor Survey 
This year’s visitor survey, organised as usual by Wally Osborne, took place on Saturday 13th August from 
8am to 8pm.  The results show a continuing increase in the number of people using the meadow, despite 
the wet weather in the afternoon.  A total of 134 visitors were recorded, which is a large increase on last 
year’s total of 100. I am sure the figure would have reached 150 with better weather.   
 
Survey of the River Ems  
We have just received the report of the survey conducted by Andy Powling and Chloe Delgery from the 
University of Portsmouth on the plants and invertebrates in the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  The report  
runs to 30 pages and gives details of a multitude of plants and invertebrates discovered at 7 sites along the 
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river.  They used the findings to compute a biological index of water quality, which was relatively good 
considering the river has run through farmland and gardens where it would pick up organic pollution.    
More details to follow.  When I can fathom out how to put a PDF document onto the web site I will put it up.  
Can anyone help?     
 
Emsworth Beat Bobby 
We now have a new Community Police Officer for Emsworth.  Nick Humphreys has moved on and has 
been replaced by WPC Lisa Jones, whom you can meet at the regular Beat Surgeries on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11am at the Pastoral Centre.   
 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Wild flowers 
There are still many wild flowers to delight the senses as one walks around the countryside.   I had a stroll 
around Brook Meadow on Sunday afternoon and found a total of 42 plants still in flower.  They included Ivy 
(now smelling powerfully at the end of Seagull Lane), Common Mallow, Autumn Hawkbit, Knotgrass, 
Lesser Stitchwort, Large Bindweed, Hedge Bindweed, Field Bindweed, Common Ragwort, Hoary 
Ragwort, Hogweed, Bristly Ox-tongue (big yellow flowers), Common Comfrey (huge fleshy leaves), Red 
Clover, Michaelmas Daisies (a great display),  Pepper-saxifrage (newly flowering near the Lumley 
Stream), Honeysuckle,  Smooth Sow Thistle, Creeping Buttercup, Annual Mercury, Hedge Mustard, 
Redshank and Thyme-leaved Speedwell (on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park), plus several grasses.   
 
Birds 
A handsome male Pheasant was strolling around the Lumley area on Sunday afternoon.   
On Saturday, I could have sworn I heard a Rose-ringed Parakeet calling in Washington Road.  These are 
now a common sight in Surrey near London, but rarely come down this far.   
On Friday John Vickers saw three young Moorhens foraging above and below the South Bridge.   
During the workday on  Thursday morning Robin, Wren and Chiffchaff were singing and Long-tailed Tits 
were seen in the trees.  Great Spotted Woodpeckers can be heard daily on Brook Meadow giving their 
explosive “tchik” calls from the tops of trees.   
On Monday, I was chatting to Robin Pottinger at the end of Seagull Lane, when Robin suddenly pointed to 
the sky with the cry “Buzzards”.  And there were 3 Buzzards soaring over the town, moving in a southerly 
direction.  I have seen a Buzzard over the town on several occasions, but never three together.   
I had 12 Goldfinches in my back garden this week, feeding on the feeders and on the ground, along with a 
similar number of Greenfinches.   
I found 2 Green Sandpipers on the River Ems near Westbourne.  These birds regularly spend the winter on 
this stretch of the Ems.  I had two sightings of Kingfishers during this week. 
 
Millpond news 
I counted 66 Mute Swans, including 5 cygnets on the Town Millpond this week.  Two of these cygnets were 
probably from the family with 4 cygnets that usually reside in the harbour near the quay; the other 3 
cygnets were the regular family that has been on the millpond for some months.   The first pair of Tufted 
Duck of the winter were on the millpond this week; numbers should build up as the winter sets in.  
John Vickers told me that on Thursday afternoon there was a flock of 12 Canada Geese on the town 
millpond - the first he had seen there for several years, apart from occasional ones or pairs.  My records 
indicate that Canada Geese were fairly regular on the Town Millpond from 1992 until 2001 with a maximum 
count of 49 in September 1998.  However, since 2001 they have not been seen very often and this week’s 
visit of 12 was the highest I have heard of since 15 in March 2001.  Incidentally, the lone Canada Goose 
that has been on the millpond for some months seems to have left.  Maybe it went with John’s flock?     
The large Strawberry Tree on the east side of the Slipper Millpond has yellow berries turning to red.   
 
What happened to the “Polish” cygnet 
Tony Wilkinson has told me the story of what happened to the white (“Polish”) cygnet from the local Mute 
Swan family which went missing a few weeks ago.  The cygnet was rescued from Slipper Millpond with a 
fish hook and line well embedded in its throat.  After being taken to the Downland Surgery, where the 
hooks were taken out, it was taken to a bird sanctuary.  They decided not to return the cygnet to Slipper 
Millpond as its parents would probably  not accept it after such a long absence, particularly in view of its 
white colour.    
 



Interbridges Site rears its head again 
Frances tells me that another application has been submitted for development of the Interbridges Site this 
time for 10 industrial units for which the applicant does not have outline permission.  Go to the ERA web 
site for full details at http://www.emsworth-residents.co.uk/  Go to Latest News.  
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 39: Sept 26 – Oct 2,  2005 
 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre South Street 
on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  Nominations for the new Committee need to be 
formally proposed and seconded.  A nominations form can be found on the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-nominations.html   
Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological Sciences will be our guest 
speaker.  and will speak about his work in Indonesia - "Biology and Conservation of an Indonesian 
Rainforest". 
 
Membership Renewal 
Membership renewals are due.  £3 per person.  Please send your subscription/donation with your name 
and address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, Membership 
Secretary, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR.  If you prefer, a renewal form can be downloaded 
and printed off from the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html    Please note you can pay 
your annual subscription by standing order.   
 
School visit 
On Thursday Sept 29 Bob Collins, science teacher at the City of Portsmouth Boys School, paid a second 
visit to Brook Meadow with a group of his students to conduct a survey of the River Ems.  As well as 
fulfilling part of the course Bob sees the work as 'an experience' for the lads.  He promised to send me 
details of anything interesting, though Water Vole signs were much less easy to find at this time of the year 
than they were in April when Bob sent me a very interesting chart showing the distribution of burrows along 
the river.  While I was there, the boys found a Bullhead fish, aka 'Miller's thumb' from its wedge like shape. 
The lads also caught some Whirligig Beetles which apparently have divided eyes, the upper part adapted 
for vision in air and the lower half for vision in water.  Amazing!  Some snaps from the school visit are on the 
web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Annual cut 
The annual cut of the grassland on Brook Meadow involves cutting and removing the vegetation to reduce 
the nutrients in the soil and to encourage the more delicate wild plants.  For the first time, this year’s cut 
was done by Havant Borough Council.  The first stage of the cutting was done in August and the second 
stage, which involved giving some areas of the meadow a second cut, was completed last week.  The 
cuttings could not be removed from the site and had to be piled up on the eastern side of the meadow.   
All went smoothly apart from a scare at the end when I noticed the piles of cuttings were smoking, caused, 
I think, by the vegetation being collected while it was still wet.  In view of our experience a couple of years 
ago, when the cuttings actually caught fire and we had to call out the fire brigade, I had to act quickly.  
Unable to raise any of the regular group volunteers at such short notice, I enlisted the help of my wife and 
we spend a good 4 hours spreading and turning the cuttings to disperse the heat.  Ideally, the cuttings 
should be removed from the site, and in view of this year’s experience we shall need to raise this issue 
again with the Council.     
 
Tree management 
Andy Skeet of HBC came over look at the two Crack Willow branches that have come down across the 
river.  He said he would deal with them in time, but they were not top priority, but the Willow near the 
gasholder looked in a dangerous condition and may need felling.  Andy said he has set aside some funds 
for the coming year for the pollarding of  some of the Crack Willows and it looks as if the trees are now 
self-selecting themselves for pollarding.   
 
Vandalism 
Sadly the doggie bin at the south gate has been fired which means its plastic lid has disappeared and the 
bags are open to the elements.  I have informed Havant Borough Council and asked them to replace the 
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bin asp.  Sid, the litter man, tells me that the litter bin with the rotted base at the north bridge is on the list for 
replacement.   Some large wooden pallets, a plastic tray and a large sheet of cloth have been dumped on 
the path through Palmer's Road Copse.  These will have to be removed on the next workday.   
 
Dog mess  
Dog mess is not a big problem on Brook Meadow and over the 5 years of our management I think we have 
seen less of it.  However, it remains a serious issue as highlighted this week by a very distressing e-mail 
from a lady who told us that the clothes of many young children on a school trip to Brook Meadow had been 
soiled with dog’s excrement.  As a volunteer conservation group we are doing what we can, but ultimately 
responsibility for the enforcement of the law lies with the local council.  At our suggestion the lady 
concerned passed her complaint onto Havant Borough Council who said they would alert the Council's 
Dog Wardens and the Environmental Quality Rangers to the problem.  Let us hope something comes of 
this.  Meanwhile the fired doggie bin at the south gate of Brook Meadow needs replacing.  
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Chiffchaff are now singing well throughout the local area; I heard two cheerily chiff-chaffing on Brook 
Meadow this week, while there were at least 10 of them around Chichester Gravel Pits on Saturday 
morning.  Dunnock was another new singer this week, Ralph Hollins heard one in the Havant area.   
Other than that there are just the usual Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Woodpigeon and Collared Dove.  Other 
birds seen and heard on Brook Meadow include Grey Wagtail, Moorhen (with one youngster) and the 
ever-present Great Spotted Woodpecker.   
 
Brents have arrived 
The Brent Geese have returned to Langstone Harbour from their Arctic breeding grounds, a little later than 
usual.  18 Brents arrived on 24th Sept, increasing to 35 on the 30th.  The first to arrive back are failed 
breeders and non-breeders, followed later by the families.  Numbers should swell into the thousands over 
the next few weeks, so keep looking out for them in Emsworth Harbour – let me know when you see any.   
 
Mammals 
Lots of Molehills have appeared in the cut areas of the meadow, indicating another burst of tunnelling 
activity from these busy animals.  We have no rabbits on Brook Meadow, but Fred Portwin told me that a 
local vet had dealt with several cases of rabbits suffering with myxomatosis just recently.  In fact I saw one 
badly affected animal along Thornham Lane.   
 
Insects 
Locally, there are plenty of Red Admirals about, mainly feeding on Ivy flowers.  There are also plenty of 
Dragonflies, mainly Common Darters and Southern Hawkers.  The verdict from Andrew Brookes of 
Butterfly Conservation is that the unusually dark “Small Heath” that I reported on Sept 19, was nothing 
more than an under-sized Speckled Wood.   
 
Plants 
Ralph Hollins found what he thought could be Zigzag Clover, a first for Brook Meadow if confirmed.  There 
is a new growth of Common Comfrey on Brook Meadow, with white flowers and huge fleshy leaves.   
 
Millpond news 
To see a Great Crested Grebe on a pond is not really surprising, but in fact the one on Slipper Millpond on 
Tuesday morning was the first I have ever seen there.  Tony Wilkinson e-mailed me to say that he had also 
seen the Great Crested Grebe from his house overlooking the pond and recalled having seen them 
occasionally in previous years.  Other birds on Slipper Millpond this week included the Mute Swan pair with 
their 4 cygnets, up to 6 Cormorants and 3 Little Egrets on the main raft, 44 Coot and a Little Grebe.  I saw 
a  Kingfisher fly across the pond on Sunday morning. The large Strawberry Tree on the east side of the 
Slipper Millpond has many yellow berries turning to red.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEKS 37-38: Sept 12-25, 2005 
Membership Renewal 
Membership renewals are due.  £3 per person.  Send your subscription/donation with your name and 
address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, Membership Secretary, 
75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR.  If you prefer a renewal form can be downloaded and printed 



off from the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html    Please note you can pay 
your annual subscription by standing order.   
 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre South Street 
on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  Nominations for the new Committee need to be 
formally proposed and seconded.  A nominations form can be found on the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-nominations.html   
Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological Sciences will be our guest 
speaker.  and will speak about his work in Indonesia - "Biology and Conservation of an Indonesian 
Rainforest". 
 
Visit of Glenwood School 
On Monday 12 Sept for the second year running Julie Kirk brought 20 children from Glenwood School for a 
morning’s educational visit to Brook Meadow.   A number of activities were arranged for the children 
including collection of seeds and fruits, identification of trees and hunting for mini-beasts.  Five members of 
the Group were on hand to assist with the activities, Pat, Jil, Graham, Wally and Frances.   There is a group 
photo on the web site at . . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Beachwatch in Emsworth 
For the first year ever, Emsworth was involved in the national Beachwatch event which involved clearing 
and recording litter along the coastline of Britain.  The Emsworth event was organised by Frances and 
Richard Jannaway and involved a total of 14 volunteers who collected an astonishing 1,413 items over the 
weekend of 17 and 18 September, weighing 69 kilos.   
 
Other Environment news 
The upper reaches of the River Ems where it emerges from the tunnel under the railway is virtually dry.   
The Elder bush on the east bank of the River Ems opposite the Bulrushes looks as if it is dying.   
The Rowans planted on the east side of the North Meadow are now poking out of the tops of the tubes.   
Two large Crack Willow branches have come down in the past week across the River Ems.  These are 
chain-saw jobs and Andy Skeet of HBC has been informed.   
 
Dog mess on Brook Meadow 
We have received a distressing e-mail from a lady reporting that the clothes of many young children had 
been soiled with dog’s excrement during a school trip to Brook Meadow.  As a volunteer conservation 
group we are doing what we can to control the problem of dog fouling, through education and involvement 
of the local community in caring for the meadow.  Three doggie bins have been provided and they are well 
used, though clearly there are some persistent offenders.   But ultimately responsibility for the enforcement 
of the law lies with the local council and we have written to them, suggesting better information about 
clearing up and patrols from their dog wardens.   
 
Visit of Gillian Edom 
On Thursday afternoon I met Gillian Edom from Chichester Harbour Conservancy to look for the 
non-stinging Nettle, Urtica Galeopsifolia, which Martin Rand had previously identified on Brook Meadow 
during his visit on July 3.  Gillian is conducting a research project on Nettles at De Montefort University and 
was keen to see this nettle usually only associated with Wicken Fen.  We looked hard for the plant but did 
not find it.  I have e-mailed Martin to see if he has a GPS reading for the plant or even if he might be 
prepared to meet us in Brook Meadow to look for it.  
As some compensation Gillian and I had an excellent view of a Water Vole feeding on the river bank 
beneath the south bridge, Gillian’s first ever sighting.    There is a photo of the Water Vole on my local 
wildlife web site at . . .  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Birds 
A Chiffchaff has been singing in Lumley Road copse for the first time this autumn.  A pair of Grey Wagtails 
have been regularly feeding in the shallow stream below the north bridge.  There are at least 2 resident 
Moorhens on the river, one near the gasholder and the other in Palmer's Road Copse with a youngster.  
While standing on the small bridge to the north of Peter Pond 2 Kingfishers flew down the channel between 
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the reedbeds.  Two Great Spotted Woodpeckers have been particularly noisy around the meadow this 
week.  Long-tailed Tits and Goldfinches have been in the trees.   
On the millponds, Mallard have fresh plumages, which means the males are looking like males again.  And 
they are still breeding - there was a Mallard mum with 3 tiny ducklings on the Town Millpond on Sunday 
afternoon.  Two Little Grebes were on Slipper Millpond this week, the first of the winter.  Winter birds are 
returning to the local harbours and the famous Brent Geese should be with us any time now.  
Further afield the Wryneck is still showing well on Farlington Marshes.  Just follow the crowds, but take 
care of your car since there have been break ins there during the last week.  Nearer home, with no chance 
of break-ins, there are now 3 Ospreys to be seen at Thornham Point on the north east of Thorney Island.  
They sit on fences for hours eating fish, but you might be lucky to see them fishing.   
 
Insects 
The warm weather and the highly aromatic Ivy flowers encouraged butterflies into my garden where I saw 
at least 4 Red Admirals and a Comma, as well as a Hornet.   
One unusual butterfly on Brook Meadow was a very dark Small Heath.  I took several photos as it settled 
on the river path, with wings closed and showing a single-pupiled eyespot on the forewing.  Ralph Hollins 
thought this could be an interesting aberration so he has sent a photo to Andrew Brookes of SE Hants 
Butterfly Conservation for his comments.   
I also photographed a lovely male Migrant Hawker dragonfly on the reeds to the west of Peter Pond.  It had 
a bright blue abdomen with dark stripes and a prominent yellow triangle on segment 2.  The antihumeral 
stripes on the Migrant Hawker are much smaller than on the similar Southern Hawker and are yellow rather 
than green.   
Another interesting insect on Brook Meadow was a possible Long-winged Conehead.  This is a brown and 
green grasshopper-like insect, but with very long antennae indicating a Bush-cricket rather than a 
Grasshopper, which has short antennae.  The long and fairly straight blade-like ovipositor of the insect 
suggested a female Long-winged Conehead, the ovipositor of the Short-winged Conehead being shorter 
and more curved.  I await confirmation of this identification.   
There are photos of all three insects described above on my local wildlife web site at  . . . 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Plants in flower 
There are still plenty of wild flowers to be seen on Brook Meadow.  This week I recorded a total of 42 plants 
in flower.  They were Large Bindweed, Hedge Bindweed, Field Bindweed, Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea, 
Common Ragwort, Hoary Ragwort, Lesser Stitchwort, Yarrow, Dandelion, Knotgrass, Common Nettle, 
Bristly Ox-tongue, Common Fleabane, Bramble, Hogweed, Great Willowherb, Creeping Thistle, Red 
Clover, White Clover, Hemp Agrimony, Common Comfrey, Water Mint, Wild Angelica, Common 
Mouse-ear, Michaelmas Daisies, Germander Speedwell, Creeping Cinquefoil, Nipplewort, Fat Hen, 
Redshank, Hedge Mustard, Common Chickweed, Smooth Sow Thistle, Wild Carrot, Daisy, Honeysuckle, 
Bulrush.  Grasses in flower included False Oat-grass, Wall Barley, Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot and 
Tall Fescue.  Ivy is not yet in flower on Brook Meadow.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 36: Sept 5-11, 2005 
School Visits 
While I was in Brook Meadow on Friday morning I met a school party of about 30 young children from St 
Johns Primary School, Rowlands Castle.  I introduced myself to the teachers who said the children were all 
first year infants and were looking for seeds and insects for a project on life cycles.  I gave them some 
leaflets and showed them the Giant Puffball which they found fascinating.   
I have also heard from Bob Collins the Science Teacher at the City of Portsmouth Boys School at Hilsea 
who said he was hoping to arrange another visit to Brook Meadow on Thursday 29th September from 
09.45 to 14.30.  Bob added that all of the last group passed their exam and thanked us all on their behalf. 
On Monday 12th September Julie Kirk and children from Glenwood School will be paying a return visit to 
Brook Meadow.   
 
Environment News 
The main paths on Brook Meadow have all been given a fairly light trim by Council workers, removing 
grass and nettles, but avoiding wild flowers and seeds.   
John Vickers removed a good crop of bottles and cans from the river around the South Bridge.  John was 
rewarded by an excellent sighting of a Water Vole swimming across from one bank to the other just above 
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the bridge and, a few moments later, a Kingfisher flew under the bridge and away to the north. Now, if the 
kids hadn't thrown the cans in the river John would not have that good experience.  Funny old world.   
 
Volunteers needed for beach clean-up 
Volunteers are needed to take part in a Marine Conservation Society Beachwatch 2005 litter survey and 
clean up on Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 September from 3pm onwards.  Along the coastline between the 
foreshore and Nore Barn Woods.  Please contact Frances Jannaway 01243 430314 or Roy Ewing 01243 
370705 if you can help. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Fungi on Brook Meadow  
Following a message from Frances Jannaway, on Friday morning I had a look at the Giant Puffball on the 
North Meadow.  It was a rather irregularly shaped medium sized specimen, the ones I have seen in the 
past have always been round, like a football.  Giant Puffball is an edible fungus when fresh and is nice 
when sliced and fried with bacon or something tasty.  I did not move it as there was only one and it is 
interesting for others to see.  This was the first Giant Puffball recorded on Brook Meadow.  I also found a 
small Shaggy Inkcap on the steps near the seat.   
 
Mute Swans in Emsworth  
On Monday of this week I did a count of all the Mute Swans in Emsworth with the following results. Town 
Millpond: 93 plus 3 cygnets.  Emsworth Harbour: 5 plus 4 cygnets.  Nore Barn: 4.  Peter Pond: 2 plus 4 
cygnets.  Total = 115, including 11 cygnets.  This is my biggest count so far this year for Emsworth.  (111 
on April 11 was the nearest).  This was also my best ever count for September since records began in 
1992.  The record count for the Town Millpond was 135 in July 2001.   
 
Greenshank Project 
Look out for Greenshank in Emsworth Harbour at low water; they particularly like feeding in the channel 
along the east shore and can be easily seen with binoculars.   Pale birds with long bill and long legs.  On 
Thursday I counted 14 of them in the harbour, four of which had colour rings.  I passed this information onto 
Pete Potts who runs the Farlington Ringing Group.   
This group is working with Chichester Harbour Conservancy on a Heritage Lottery Funded project called 
"Greenshank: The Migration Story".  It is a three year project (started in mid-January 2004) based on 
ringing and radio tracking Greenshanks on Thorney Island and to a lesser degree at near by Farlington 
Marshes.   
For the project Pete wants as many colour-ring sightings from the Solent's harbours each season so he 
can establish how long individual birds stay here each season.  Every record will be greatly appreciated 
and acknowledged.  
For all the information about the project go to their web site at http://www.greenshank.info/   
 
Hollybank Woods 
On Tuesday I had a walk round Hollybank Woods including Longcopse Hill.  The woods were quiet with 
very little in the way of bird song.  The best bird was a Buzzard which I disturbed on the top of Longcopse 
Hill.  I think it was perched fairly low down in the Birch scrub.  When it spotted me (before I spotted him) it 
rose quickly into the sky where it stayed for some while soaring, before making off in a northerly direction.  
Its underparts were very pale with the dark patches on the forewings showing clearly.  Possibly a juvenile.   
I found a Willowherb flowering on the edge of the eastern bridleway.  I took a sample to look up at home.  
This is a tricky group, I know, but the plant fitted all the characteristics of Marsh Willowherb as detailed in 
F.Rose (p.224): slender, cylindrical stem without ridges with crisp hairs, leaves stalkless, strap-shaped and 
narrowed to apex and base, small flowers with club-shaped stigmas.  Said to be frequent to locally 
common in acid marshes, bogs and ditches.  It was found in a wet area where rushes and sedges also 
grow.  If confirmed, Marsh Willowherb is a new plant to my Hollybank Woods list. 
For other news from Hollybank Woods go to the web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ 
 
Membership Renewal 
Membership renewals are now due.  It is most important that you continue to give us your support.  
Membership subscription remains at just £3 per person (children free), as it has since the group was 
formed in the year 2000, though extra donations are always very welcome.   Just send your 
subscription/donation with your name and address and any changes to your phone or e-mail address to 
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Frances Jannaway, Membership Secretary, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR.  Phone: 01243 
430314; E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com    
If you prefer a renewal form can be downloaded and printed off from the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html   
Please note you can pay your annual subscription by standing order.  This is easier for you and easier for 
us!  There is a form to take to your bank on the web site too.   
 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre South Street 
on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  Nominations for the new Committee need to be 
formally proposed and seconded.  A nominations form can be found on the group web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-nominations.html   
Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological Sciences will be our guest 
speaker.  He will probably talk about his work in helping to conserve a rainforest in Indonesia.    
 
Web sites 
For all the news, information and photos about the Conservation Group, events and wildlife on Brook 
Meadow go to . . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
For a daily diary of local wildlife observations around Emsworth with photographs go to . .  .  
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 35: Aug 29 – Sept 4, 2005 

 
Membership Renewal 
Membership renewals are now due.  Thank you for your support over the past year.  We hope you agree 
that the Brook Meadow Conservation Group are doing a good job in helping to protect and conserve this 
lovely site in Emsworth.  Brook Meadow is looking better year by year and its wildlife is flourishing.  
However, it is most important that you continue to give us your support.  Membership subscription remains 
at just £3 per person (children free), as it has since the group was formed in the year 2000, though extra 
donations are always very welcome.    
Just send your subscription/donation with your name and address and any changes to your phone or 
e-mail address to Frances Jannaway, Membership Secretary, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 
7NR.  Phone: 01243 430314; E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com   
If you prefer, a renewal form can be downloaded and printed off from the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-membership-renewal-form.html   
Please note you can pay your annual subscription by standing order.  This is easier for you and easier for 
us!  There is a form to take to your bank on the web site too.   
The membership total for the current year has shot up to a staggering 414.  If everyone renewed their 
subscriptions a target of 500 should not be beyond us for the coming year!   
 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre South Street 
on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  
The constitution requires that the elected Executive Committee members be appointed annually to serve a 
term of one year.  All of the current committee will therefore stand down at the AGM.   
The Executive Committee is made up as follows: Chairman - Brian Fellows, Secretary - Wally Osborne, 
Treasurer - Frances Jannaway, Committee Members - Elisabeth Kinloch; Pat Walsgrove; Graham 
Walsgrove, David Search; Jennifer Rye (co-opted to replace Tony Wilkinson).    
Nominations for the new Committee need to be formally proposed and seconded.  A nominations form can 
be found on the group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-nominations.html  
Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological Sciences will be our guest 
speaker.  He will probably talk about his work in helping to conserve a rainforest in Indonesia.    
 
Emsworth Show 
For the 5th year running the Brook Meadow Conservation Group had a stall at the annual Emsworth Show 
on the Recreation Ground Horndean Road on Bank Holiday Monday August 29. We had an exceptionally 
good position this year at the end of a line of stalls which meant we had three access points for visitors. The 
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weather was glorious and sunny, though there was a gusty wind which brought down the displays at one 
point and we had to tie them up with string.  
Frances, Graham, Pat, David and Debbie were first on site to erect the gazebo and generally to set up the 
stall.  Debi and Jil were also on hand. Brian arrived later with the main photographic displays.  We also put 
up some of the historical displays prepared for the 'Brook Meadow Through the Ages' exhibition at 
Emsworth Museum.  We had a steady flow of visitors to the stall throughout the day, many of whom 
showed a keen interest in the work of the group and the wildlife of Brook Meadow. Visitors also included 2 
press reporters from The News and the Chichester Observer.  
Five people joined as new members, making the grand total of 414 for the year 2004/2005. In addition, 19 
members took the opportunity of renewing their membership for the coming year.  The Field Studies 
Council laminated ID cards were very popular as usual as were the prints of Marian Forster's painting. 
Frances was particularly pleased to have several very interesting conversations with local residents about 
the history of Brook Meadow. These memories will be invaluable for the booklet the group is planning to 
publish (possibly by the end of the year to celebrate our 5th anniversary?). 
There are a few snaps of the day on the web site at . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
 
 
Report of work session Thursday 1 September 
It was a rather muggy morning for the 8 volunteers (Pat, Graham, Wally, Brian, Frances, Sally, Jil and 
Jennifer) who turned up for the work party last Thursday.  The tasks we completed were: cutting the 
vegetation around the Alder Buckthorns; cutting the path along the Bramble hedge and the main path in 
the south meadow; raking up the cut vegetation from the previous work session and cutting this area again; 
removing vegetation from around the ‘false blackthorn’ whips planted in the NE corner of the meadow as 
well as around the hawthorns; cutting overhanging nettles, etc from along the main paths and steps; 
cutting down a fallen Crack Willow near the first Black Poplar tree; tidying up around the seat and main set 
of steps. We also discussed the possibilities of putting in a new entrance/kissing gate at the North bridge. 
This matter needs to be discussed further with HBC at a site meeting.  Report by Frances Jannaway  
 
Seagull Lane gate 
At the end of the workday, we discussed the various options for a gate to replace the unsatisfactory stile 
and barrier at the bridge at the Seagull Lane entrance.  One option would be have a gate at the bridge, 
though there is not a lot of room for this and it could adversely affect access to the bridge and its 
appearance.  Another option  would be to have a kissing gate next to the green swing gate at the end of 
Seagull Lane, since this would make a clear entrance point to the Brook Meadow site.   Alternatively, the 
gate could be positioned near the interpretation board.  It was agreed that an on-site meeting with the 
Open Spaces Team of HBC would be the best way of taking this project further.   
 
River clearance 
Also, on Thursday Sept 1, at our request, the Environment Agency arrived to finish clearing vegetation 
from the River Ems.  Too much of the rampant Branched Bur-reed had been left from the first cut which 
would clog up the stream in the winter when the plants had died down.  The workers did a good job and the 
river now looks fine.   
 
Survey of River Ems  
On Friday I met a young chap on the footpath west of Slipper Millpond with GPS surveying equipment.  He 
said they were doing a survey of the River Ems on behalf of the Environment Agency.  The aim was to 
provide accurate data on the topography of the river system with specific reference to problems with the 
Lumley sluice gate.  No doubt we shall hear more of this in the future.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Not much change in bird song this week, with Robin, Wren, Woodpigeon and Collared Dove going strong;  
Great Tit is getting more regular and Greenfinch has been chortling away in my back garden.  One new 
songster this week was Chiffchaff which Ralph Hollins heard singing in Havant on Aug 29.   
On Brook Meadow a female Great Spotted Woodpecker was calling from the top of one of the dead Elms 
near the Lumley Stream, Frances saw a Kingfisher flying upstream of N bridge and a Grey Wagtail was in 
the stream near the north bridge.   
At least 2 Toads have been squashed on Lumley Road, probably making their way across to Peter Pond.    

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html


Butterflies are becoming scarce on the meadow.  Whites are still fairly common.  Speckled Wood can be 
seen regularly in the shady areas, Comma on the bramble path, Meadow Brown on the main meadow and 
a Common Blue on the Common Fleabane on the North Meadow.  Holly Blues are still flying around the Ivy 
in my garden.  Common Darters can usually be seen around the river.     
 
Plants 
The white trumpets of Large Bindweed stand out prominently around the meadow, and particularly on the 
Bramble on the Seagull Lane patch.  Just in front of the Bramble the rogue Lesser Stitchwort is flowering 
yet again; this plant flowers at odd times throughout the year.  Nearby, the flowers of Broad-leaved 
Everlasting-pea are still making a fine splash of colour and a number of seed pods are already formed.  
There are many more Lesser Burdock plants on the Seagull Lane patch than in previous years.  Smooth 
Sow Thistle is flowering in several areas along with Nipplewort.  Creeping Buttercup, Common Mouse-ear 
and Common Chickweed have also started flowering again.  Grasses newly flowering on Brook Meadow 
were False Oat-grass, Cocksfoot, Barren Brome, Wall Barley, Perennial Ryegrass and Yorkshire Fog.   
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 34: Aug 22-28, 2005 
Emsworth Show 
We have a stall booked for the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday 29th August at the Recreation 
Ground in Horndean Rd.   We will have the usual displays of photographs of the group’s work and 
activities, as well as information about the wildlife of the meadow and its history.  See you there.  
 
Annual General Meeting 2005 
The fifth AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held at the Emsworth Centre South Street 
on Tuesday 11th October, commencing at 7.00 p.m.  
The constitution requires that the elected Executive Committee members be appointed annually to serve a 
term of one year.  All of the current committee will therefore stand down at the AGM.   
The Executive Committee is made up as follows: Chairman - Brian Fellows, Secretary - Wally Osborne, 
Treasurer - Frances Jannaway, Committee Members - Elisabeth Kinloch; Pat Walsgrove; Graham 
Walsgrove, David Search; Jennifer Rye (co-opted to replace Tony Wilkinson).   
Nominations for the new Committee need to be formally proposed and seconded.  A nominations form can 
be found on the group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-agm-nominations.html 
Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School of Biological Sciences will be our guest 
speaker.  He will probably talk about his work in helping to conserve a rainforest in Indonesia.    
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The first stage of the annual cut of Brook Meadow is complete.  The second stage will take place in 
mid-September.  The cuttings have been stacked on the eastern side of the meadow.  We shall need to 
keep an eye on them to prevent any spontaneous combustion, which happened a couple of years ago.  
The cut areas are already showing a fresh new growth of grasses.   
Litter is a regular problem in summer.  The river beneath the bridge is currently littered with cans and 
cartons which will need removing.  On Monday along with the usual empty beer cans and crisp packets 
around the seat I found a pair of trousers and an old rucksack.  Strange goings on?   
The dog bin near the Seagull Lane entrance has been damaged by vandals and needs replacing.   
The pile of mud and leaves at the Seagull Lane gate were dumped there by the persons clearing a blocked 
the drain.  Brendan Gibb-Gray has written to Havant Borough Council asking them to remove it.   
On Sunday afternoon I found the ‘wishing tree’ adorned with several freshly painted silver stars, 
presumably from a recent children’s party.   
The Crack Willows are living up to their scientific name of ‘Salix fragilis’ as further large branches have 
come off in Palmer's Road Copse, one behind the interpretation board and the other almost on top of  the 
bottle bank.  Both have been cut up and removed by the council.  The new Rowans planted earlier in the 
year on the eastern side of the North Meadow are growing very well and most of them are shooting out of 
the tubes.   
Frances Jannaway has spoken to Mike Ford of the Environment Agency about the in-stream vegetation in 
the Ems, and he has promised to get the men to come back and cut it again.   
Frances has also asked the Council strim the paths through the meadow, which are getting overgrown.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds of Brook Meadow 
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Birds are generally quiet at this time of the year, as they have their annual break from defending territories 
and looking for mates, while they renew their feathers.  Songsters heard on Brook Meadow this week were 
Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Stock Dove, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon.  A Grey Wagtail was active near the 
river in the north-east corner of the meadow.   
 
Birds on the millponds 
The pair of Moorhen on Slipper Millpond has 4 chicks and they have a good chance of hanging on to them 
now the predatory Herring Gulls have left the area.  The local Coot were not so lucky and had zero 
breeding success this year.   I checked on the three Emsworth Mute Swan families on Saturday and all 
were intact and together.  The resident Mute Swan family with 4 cygnets was on Peter Pond, the immigrant 
family with 4 cygnets was in the harbour near the quay and the other immigrant family with 3 cygnets was 
on the Town Millpond.   
Insects 
Not many butterflies have been seen this week, but for a few Whites and Speckled Woods.  Common 
Darter Dragonflies are around the river.   
Generally, it has not been a good year for butterflies on Brook Meadow with only 16 species reported, as 
compared with 20 last year and 22 the year before.  Meadow Brown and Gatekeeper seem to have done 
well, but Small Tortoiseshells have been very scarce and there have been no sightings at all of Ringlet, 
Small Copper or Painted Lady on the meadow.   
 
Plants on Brook Meadow  
It is near the end of the season for wild flowers, but there are still many to be seen on Brook Meadow.  I 
noted the following flowering plants during a stroll round the meadow on Sunday afternoon: Common 
Fleabane, Hogweed, Wild Angelica, all three Bindweeds, Knotgrass, Water-cress in the river, Great 
Willowherb, Marsh and Hedge Woundwort, Bristly Ox-tongue, Spear and Creeping Thistle, Broad-leaved 
Everlasting-pea, Hemp Agrimony, Mugwort, Ribwort Plantain, Dandelion, Water Mint, Hoary Ragwort, 
Common Comfrey, Teazel, Bramble, Yarrow, Stone Parsley, Mallow, White Dead-nettle, Redshank, 
Amphibious Bistort, Nipplewort, Prickly Sow-thistle and Common Nettle.   
The large Ivy bush at the end of Seagull Lane has clusters of white flower buds.  The highly aromatic 
flowers should be opening shortly, providing a late but rich source of nectar for bees and other insects.  
Last year Ralph Hollins found the first Ivy flowers open in Havant on Sept 5.   
The first Michaelmas Daisies of the year were flowering on the A259 embankment overlooking Peter Pond, 
but none as yet on Brook Meadow.    
 
Wilson’s Phalarope 
Hoardes of birdwatchers have been descending on Farlington Marshes this week to see a rare vagrant bird 
from North America called Wilson’s Phalarope.  When I went on Tuesday the bird was busily feeding on the 
main lake, closely watched by around 20 other birders from the seawall.  It has a distinctive shape with a 
long neck, long needle-fine bill and long legs.  The bird was very sprightly, considering it had flown across 
the Atlantic and was highly active all the time I was watching it, constantly moving in the shallow water, 
looking for insects.    
As with most other birders this was my first ever sighting of a Wilson’s Phalarope in this country – I had 
previously seen some in Canada where they are fairly common.  This was only the 6th Wilson’s Phalarope 
ever to be recorded in Hampshire.  Wilson’s Phalarope nests on the grassy borders of shallow waters, 
marshes and reservoirs mainly in the western Canada and USA and winters in S America.  There are a few 
records annually in Britain Aug-Oct at coastal pools and marshes.  Vagrants are mostly 1st winter birds, 
crossing the North Atlantic on the prevailing westerly winds.   
 
News from Langstone Harbour 
While I was at Farlington Marshes I met Chris Cockburn, the RSPB Warden, who gave me some 
information about the breeding birds on the Langstone Harbour Islands.  Mediterranean Gulls have done 
well, with 110 pairs producing 165 fledged young.  But Terns have done poorly, with only 67 young 
Sandwich Tern from 271 nests and only 30 young Common Tern from 145 nests.  Little Terns produced 
just 13 young birds.  Chris thought the terns may have had a food shortage at a critical time in the 
development of the young birds.  Another problem was the proximity of the Tern nests to those of the 
Black-headed Gulls with the result that many young tern chicks could have been pecked to death by 
protective gull parents.   



There was virtually no successful breeding on the the ‘Tern island’ at Hayling Oysterbeds this year, 
ironically, the first year there has been a warden scheme.  Ringed Plover were the only ones to produce 
young.  Little Terns probably tried without any success.  Chris thought there was a rat problem there.   
Chris told me that Bob Chapman is no longer the warden of Farlington Marshes and has been promoted in 
the Hampshire Wildlife Trust to the position of Solent Reserves Officer, which is mainly an office job.  There 
is in fact no official warden at Farlington Marshes, though Mark Kilby has taken over most of the warden’s 
work on the reserve.   
 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 33: Aug 15-21, 2005 

Membership 
3 new members this week takes the total to 408. 
 
Emsworth Show 
As usual we have a stall booked for the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday 29th August at the 
Recreation Ground in Horndean Rd.   We will have the usual displays of photographs of the group’s work 
and activities, as well as lots about the wildlife of the meadow and its history.  See you there.  
 
Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group  will take place on Tuesday 11 
October at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.  Dr Andrew Powling of the University of Portsmouth School 
of Biological Sciences will be our guest speaker.  He will probably talk about his exciting work in helping to 
conserve a rainforest in Indonesia.   See you there.   
 
Annual Cut 
The annual cut is a key part of the management of Brook Meadow. It is important to cut the vegetation 
annually and to remove the arisings to reduce the nutrients in the soil and thereby encourage the more 
delicate wild flowers.  This year Havant Borough Council agreed to do the cutting themselves, rather than 
hire contractors, as we have had to do in the past.  The first stage of the cut was completed this week in 
which most of the North Meadow and the Lumley area were cut.  It looks a bit dramatic, but rest assured it 
will all grow again (it is already!).   The rest of the meadow will be cut in mid September.  Unfortunately, 
HBC were not able to remove the arisings from the site, so as in previous years, we are having to dump 
them in cleared areas on the eastern side of the meadow.   
 
Workday – Sunday 21 August 
Six volunteers (Frances, Lesley, Lyn, Jil, David and Brian) had a very productive work session in the 
meadow on a warm and sunny morning.  The main jobs were: 1) Selective cutting and clearing of 
Michaelmas Daisies and Common Nettles from the area above the causeway (as recommended by Martin 
Rand), 2) clearing vegetation from in and around the new tree plantations, ie the Rowans, the Hawthorn 
hedge, the Alder Buckthorns and the Black Poplars, 3) cutting and clearing the Bramble path and the cross 
path in the South Meadow and 4) trim off  the fallen Willow branch on the North Meadow.   
The selective clearance above the causeway should have a beneficial effect on the late flowering plants, 
as well as generally improving the appearance of the area.  Frances noted that the Black Poplar nearest 
the Lumley Stream was not looking too healthy.  This could be due to the unusual soil it was planted in or 
the saline influence from the stream.  Andy Skeet will be asked for advice.   
 
Environment News 
A fallen branch is blocking the casual path down to the west bank from behind the bottle bank in Palmer's 
Road Car Park.  We should leave this and possibly reinforce it.  A Willow branch has been brought down 
on the east side of the North Meadow.  As agreed, HBC have cleaned both the wooden bridges and have 
painted the ‘white gate’ at the end of Seagull Lane green – a big improvement.   
 
Improvements south of Brook Meadow  
Councillor David Gillett told us that the Liveability Strategic Board had agreed the programme for 
improvements to the area south of Brook Meadow.  The south bridge will be ‘re-treated’ and the footway 
between the bridge and the car park improved.  Other smaller items have been approved, such as 
improving the lighting between the car park and under-pass to the east and the subway to the west. 



 
Havant district wide local plan 
HBC's responses to all the objections to the Local Plan are now on view in Emsworth Library and also on 
the ERA website at http://www.emsworth-residents.co.uk/  Although HBC have made hardly any changes 
to the Local Plan as a result of this consultation, they do give their response to every single objection. If any 
of our members sent in objections to Hampshire Farm development, Oak Tree Drive development or 
Interbridges site, they will have received a letter from HBC giving this information.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
This week two new songsters added their voices to the growing bird song.  I heard the relaxed sub-song of 
a Blackbird from my back garden and a Great Tit sang briefly on Brook Meadow.  Ralph Hollins has also 
heard Great Tit singing in Havant and expects to continue to hear it occasionally for the rest of the year.  
There has been a sharp increase in Collared Dove song over the past week.  The Stock Dove one can hear 
on the meadow is, in fact, located in the tall trees in the garden of Constant Springs.  Have you noticed how 
the Woodpigeon often ends it 5 note song with a single end note?   
Two Carrion Crows have been hunting for insects on the cut North Meadow.  On Thursday while looking at 
Grey Mullett in the stream to the north of Peter Pond a Kingfisher flew towards me, veering off through the 
trees as it spotted me on the bridge.   A Moorhen is still active in the river near the gasholder, probably the 
one with a nest with 4 eggs found by the Environment Agency during their river clearance.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies continue to be fairly scarce around Brook Meadow, but for Whites and Meadow Browns.  Even 
Gatekeepers seem to have disappeared.  The only others I have seen this week were Red Admiral, 
Comma, Speckled Wood and a Common Blue.  Holly Blues are regular in my garden, where they flutter 
around the Ivy, the larval food of the summer brood (the spring brood eat Holly).  Correction to my 
observation of Large White butterflies mating in last week’s notes – the female was not on her back!  
Of the dragonflies Common Darters are numerous at present around the River Ems.  These are small 
dragonflies, the male has a dull red body and the female a dull brown.  They often perch with wings 
outstretched on the handrail of the south bridge sunning themselves.  Look out also for the larger Southern 
Hawker with a bright blue-green body.     
 
Plants 
Although the North Meadow and the Lumley area have been cut quite closely, there is already a green 
sheen showing as new grass starts to sprout and it will not be long before the whole area is alive again with 
grass and, hopefully, a late bloom of wild flowers.  The other areas of the meadow are inevitably looking a 
little shabby in comparison, with everything having a tired, end-of-summer look.  However, there are plenty 
of splashes of colour around, with the bright yellow of Common Fleabane and Hoary Ragwort, the towering 
white umbels of Hogweed and Wild Angelica, and the delicate pink flowers of Hemp Agrimony.   
Following last week’s discussion of the identification of Bistorts, I was pleased to find Amphibious Bistort 
flowering on the Seagull Lane patch and a patch of Redshank in flower on the edge of Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  Also, I found the Marsh Arrowgrass on the North Meadow, where Martin Rand first saw it.   
Ominously, Japanese Knotweed is flowering on the west bank near the gasholder.  I thought the 
Environment Agency were due to treat this invasive plant?  
While clearing the area around the Alder Buckthorns during the workday on Sunday morning we found two 
Marsh Woundwort plants in flower – they can easily be seen from the causeway path near the Gorse bush.   
Fool's Parsley is flowering at the southern entrance to Bridge Road car park, where Pale Persicaria and 
Redshank are also flowering.  Fool's Parsley is similar to Cow Parsley but flowers later (Jul-Aug) and has 
tiny bracteoles hanging down from each of the small umbels. It is called Fool's Parsley because only a fool 
would eat it.  Although it looks like genuine parsley it has a nasty taste and is extremely poisonous.   
Slender Hare's-ear is flowering on the west side of Thorney Island just past the Little Deeps.   
 
Millponds 
A count of the birds on the millponds this week produced the following figures.  Mute Swan 74 (most on the 
Town Millpond).  Mallard 180 (split between the Town Millpond and the 2 Hermitage ponds), Coot 37 
(mostly on Slipper Millpond).  The Mute Swan pair with their 4 cygnets were ‘at home’ on Peter Pond.  
However, there was no sign of the Moorhen and 2 chicks which I saw earlier in the week on the raft on 
Slipper Millpond.  The large black tarpaulin in the reeds on Peter Pond has been put there by David Gattrell 
to kill off some reeds as part of the management of the pond.  It will be there for about 3 months.   
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Group Web site  -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ -  with all the news and information about the 
Conservation Group and the wildlife on Brook Meadow.  New pages include Martin Harvey’s report of the 
invertebrates survey in July 2004 and reports of the two moth surveys carried out in 2004 and 2005.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 32: Aug 8-14, 2005 

Annual cut 
The annual cutting of Brook Meadow, which this year is being carried out by Havant Borough Council, 
began last week (Aug 10-12).  In accordance with our management plan, this year’s cut will take place in 
two sessions.  In the first session, the wet Lumley area and the northern section of the North Meadow are 
being cut and the arisings removed and dumped in a cleared area behind the line of willows on the eastern 
side of the North Meadow.  The Council man doing the work, Nik, has done a good job over the 3 days, but 
it is slow work with a machine which was not designed for such heavy cutting.   He was having to go over 
the ground 2 or 3 times.   After 3 days work some of the North Meadow has yet to be cut.  We are hoping 
this will be done early next week.  Nik thinks the cutting might be easier and more efficient with a flail 
machine; his machine could be used to pick up the arisings from the ground and dump them.  This is 
something to be discussed with the Open Spaces Development Team for future cuts.   
 
River clearance 
On Tuesday of this week, the Environment Agency completed their annual clearance of the River Ems.  As 
agreed, they strimmed the east bank, leaving a strip of vegetation along the edge of the river as cover and 
food for the Water Voles.  The west bank was not cut.  They also cleared some of the in-channel 
vegetation, but left most of the attractive Bullrushes, which have made a fine showing this year.  However, 
they did not clear as much of the Water-cress and Branched Bur-reed as we might have wished, which 
means there will be a lot of dead vegetation in the river for the winter.  The gang reported seeing 2 Water 
Voles near the new fence and found a Moorhen nest with 4 eggs in the river near the gasholder, which they 
did not disturb.   
 
Ems Valley Walks 
Two walks organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group as part of the Hampshire Water Festival 
on the theme of 'The Ems Valley - a green chain connecting land and sea' took place on Sunday August 
14.   
I was joined for the morning walk by 12 people and a dog.  From the wooden bridge near Palmer's Road 
Car Park we looked north up the River Ems where there used to be a millpond supplying power to what is 
now the Old Flour Mill.  After a brief look at Brook Meadow we looked at the Lumley Stream and watched 
several Grey Mullett swimming beneath the small bridge on the Lumley Path.  On the A259 we looked at 
the front of the Old Flour Mill and at the dual exits of the River Ems into the harbour at Dolphin Lake.  At the 
sluice gates of Slipper Millpond we examined the site of the old Slipper Mill which was demolished in 1969.  
From there we made our way into the boatyard and along the ‘dead-end’ footpath to see the site of the 
ill-fated New Slipper Mill which burned down in 1886, just 20 years after it was built without ever being fully 
operational.  Finally we walked through the main boatyard to the marina seawall where everyone enjoyed 
fine views across Emsworth Harbour to Hayling Island.   
The weather stayed warm and sunny for the 13 people who went on the afternoon walk led by Frances 
Jannaway along the northern part of the Ems valley.  The route followed a figure of eight starting at the 
southern section of the River Ems in Brook Meadow, going along Seagull Lane to Lumley Mill and then 
along Mill Lane beside the millrace to Westbourne.  They returned across fields in the Ems valley, to the 
Lumley sluice again and then down Lumley Road and the Lumley Path to Peter Pond. They stopped at 
intervals to point out historical features or interesting wildlife.  They saw plenty of Meadow Brown 
butterflies and Whites and Whirligig Beetles and Pond Skaters in the Millrace near Westbourne.  The walk 
was very well appreciated and as a result of 2 people joining the Brook Meadow Conservation Group we 
now have 405 members.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Sparrowhawk in House 
Following the Sparrowhawk in my back garden last week, I had the astonishing news this week from group 
member, Ann Davies, that she had actually had a Sparrowhawk in her house!   The Hawk was sitting 
quietly on the arm of the sofa until it caught sight of Ann and her husband when it tried to get out through a 
shut window.  Finally, the bird allowed Ann to come up behind him so she could reach the window catch 
and release him.  Ann thinks it must have got in through the patio door on the seaward side of the house 
and then flown through to the back room.  It obviously had hit one of the windows, as there was a shadow 
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on it and was probably stunned.  Ann’s regret is that she did not have the wit to photograph the bird.  A few 
days prior to this she had found a heap of feathers on the patio but did not see the hawk.  
Bird song 
In addition to Robin and Wren, a Greenfinch has been singing in my back garden this week, but I doubt if 
this heralds a new songster to the late summer chorus, for Greenfinch is one of the birds that do not 
resume their song after their moult and are usually quiet from mid-August until the end of February.  
 
Plants 
Wild Angelica plants are huge in Brook Meadow, some over 7 ft tall.  Hoary Ragwort is now in full flower in 
the area above the causeway.  Golden Samphire is now in full flower on the wall of the road bridge 
overlooking Slipper Millpond.  Hawthorn berries are on the bushes along the footpath behind Lillywhite's 
garage.   
 
Butterflies mating 
While walking through the newly refurbished Dutch Garden in the grounds of Stansted House, I had the 
good fortune to witness two Large White butterflies courting and mating, something I had not seen before.  
I did not expect to see the female (with large spots on the underwings) roll onto her back on the ground and 
present her lower abdomen to the male who hovered above, before dropping down onto the female to 
mate.  This happened several times before both butterflies flew off.  For a photo of the act go to . .  .  
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Black-tailed Godwits  
On Tuesday morning I counted 96 Black-tailed Godwits feeding or resting on the mudflats on the east side 
of Emsworth Harbour, near the marina seawall.  They included 5 colour-ringed birds, all with orange rings 
on their left tibia, meaning they were part of the recent ringing session by Pete Potts on Thorney Island on 
25.06.05.  There were also 2 colour-ringed Greenshank, but I did not manage to read the combinations 
fully.  Barry Collins, the Thorney Island Conservation warden told me there are currently around 300 
Black-tailed Godwits in the Thorney Island area.  There are also plenty of Redshank on the Deeps.     
On Thorney Island the Mute Swan pair on the Little Deeps have only 2 cygnets with them, the third one 
was lost a few weeks ago.  I saw 3 Clouded Yellow butterflies on the track down to the Great Deeps.   
 
Identification of Bistorts 
I have had some helpful guidance from Ralph Hollins about the identification of the three common Bistorts 
(Persicaria).  Ralph thought those on Brook Meadow were probably all Amphibious Bistort.  This is a sturdy 
plant, single-stemmed and standing fairly erect, sometimes with reddish stems and dark blotches on its 
leaves, but it rarely flowers.  Redshank, also has red stems and dark blotches on its leaves, but is a smaller 
plant, less erect, with thinner leaves and more bushy than Amphibious Bistort and its sheaths are always 
fringed.  It often grows on waste ground and on roadsides.  I came across some Redshank flowering on the 
eastern edge of Bridge Road car park.  Also, flowering in the flower bed at the southern end of the car park 
I found the third Bistort, Pale Persicaria.  This is a much larger plant with pale greenish flowers, the 
pedicles of which are covered in tiny white glands. 
 
Web sites 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ -  Web site of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group, containing  
news and information about the Conservation Group and the wildlife on Brook Meadow.  New pages 
include Martin Harvey’s report of the invertebrates survey carried out on Brook Meadow in July 2004 and 
reports of the two moth surveys carried out in 2004 and 2005.   
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html - This is my own personal web site, containing a local wildlife 
diary, updated on a daily basis with wildlife photos.   
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ - All the news from the Friends of Hollybank Woods, including a 
woodland diary.   
http://www.havnn.net - The definitive web site for local wildlife news by Ralph Hollins.   
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 31: Aug 1-7, 2005 
Workday 
Only three people turned out for the scheduled Workday on Thursday Aug 4, Jennifer Rye, Pat Walsgrove 
and Graham Walsgrove.  Graham got the power scythe out.  The areas around the base of the Alder 
Buckthorn, the Rowans, the Weeping Willow (in South Meadow), and the Yew were cleared of vegetation. 
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The litter was collected and some of the paths cut and cleared of obstructions. It was a glorious morning 
and very enjoyable working in the warm sunshine. Report by Graham Walsgrove. Snaps on the web site.  
 
River clearance 
Two men from the Environment Agency started clearing the River Ems on Thursday and Friday of this 
week.  They have got as far as the gasholder and presumably will finish the job on Monday.  As agreed with 
the group they strimmed the east bank, leaving a strip of vegetation along the edge of the river as cover 
and food for the Water Voles.  They have also cleared some of the in-channel vegetation, including 
Water-cress and Branched Bur-reed which have been rampant this year.  However, the attractive 
Bullrushes have been left.   
 
Ems Valley Walks 
Two walks have been organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group as part of the Hampshire 
Water Festival around the theme of 'The Ems Valley - a green chain connecting land and sea'.  The walks 
will take place on next Sunday 14th August, meeting in Palmers Road car park and take about 2 hours 
each.  The morning walk starting at 10am, led by Brian Fellows, will go through Brook Meadow, then 
around Peter Pond, Slipper Millpond and the Marina.  The afternoon walk starting at 2pm, led by Frances 
Jannaway, will also go through Brook Meadow and then continue northwards to Lumley Mill, up Mill Lane 
following the millrace to Westbourne, then back to Brook Meadow through the fields to the west of the 
River Ems.   
 
Interbridges Site  
I had a walk around this site for the first time since it was “invaded” by travellers and their horses.  From a 
wildlife point of view, the site probably has improved as a result of the scrub clearance and grazing.  
Grasses and other plants are growing well and there is a plethora of wild flowers, with a lot more Black 
Knapweed and Meadow Barley, for example, than we have on Brook Meadow.  There is a lesson here for 
the management of Brook Meadow.  There is a ‘Site For Sale’ notice by Austin Adams on New Brighton 
Road.  
 
Web sites 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ -  Web site of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group, containing  
news and information about the Conservation Group and the wildlife on Brook Meadow.  New pages 
include Martin Harvey’s report of the invertebrates survey carried out on Brook Meadow in July 2004 and 
reports of the two moth surveys carried out in 2004 and 2005.   
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html - This is my own personal web site, containing a local wildlife 
diary, updated on a daily basis with wildlife photos.   
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ - All the news from the Friends of Hollybank Woods, including a 
woodland diary.   
http://www.havnn.net - The definitive web site for local wildlife news by Ralph Hollins.   
 
Judy Carrington 
Judy Carrington died peacefully at St Wilfred’s Hospice in Chichester on Wednesday August 3rd of cancer.  
Judy was a good friend and keen member of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  She told me how 
much she loved walking through Brook Meadow and was appreciative of the improvements the group had 
made.  Most recently, despite her illness, Judy did a stint at our ‘Brook Meadow Through the Ages’ 
exhibition in Emsworth Museum.  Judy was a botanist and a keen gardener and many local people will no 
doubt have her plants growing in their gardens, probably purchased from her plant stall outside the 
Emsworth Community Centre on Craft Mornings.  For a while, Judy and her husband Martin ran the local 
table tennis club and I have had many fond and enjoyable memories of this period, particularly their 
‘Christmas Special’.  I am sure many local people will have their own memories of a very nice lady and she 
will be sadly missed.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birdsong 
There is an eerie silence on Brook Meadow at present as birds have their annual break from defending 
territories and looking for mates while they renew their feathers.  The slightly raunchy 5-note song of the 
Woodpigeon is about the only natural sound to be heard, but for an occasional vigorous outburst from a 
Wren.  Even Collared Doves have gone quiet.  However, the wistful, and rather aimless, autumn song of 
the Robin can now be heard around the town.  As for our summer migrants, Swifts are always among the 
last to arrive and the first to leave.  Sadly, these wonderful aerial acrobats are with us for such a short time 
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before they make their long and arduous journey to their wintering quarters in southern Africa.  In place of 
Swifts, Gulls have been wheeling in the sky above Emsworth feasting on flying ants.   
 
Mute Swan families 
On Saturday afternoon our ‘resident’ Mute Swan pair were back ‘home’ on Peter Pond with 4 grey cygnets, 
but sadly no sign of the missing white “Polish” cygnet.  The mystery of where the other two Emsworth Mute 
Swan families come from rumbles on.  Ralph Hollins thinks the second Mute Swan family with 4 cygnets 
that are usually in the harbour near the quay, could be part of a family of 6 cygnets that hatched on the IBM 
Lake and made their way over to Emsworth losing 2 cygnets on the way. What a journey!   Concerning the 
third Mute Swan family with 3 small cygnets on the Town Millpond, Ralph thinks they could have come 
from a nest on the 'Stilt House ponds' south of Emsworth marina where a pair nested in 2004 and brought 
their young into Emsworth Harbour.  Alternatively, the pair that nested on a pile of litter in the corner of the 
Town Millpond in 2003 may have found a new and better hidden site for a nest this year.   
 
Sparrowhawk in garden 
On Monday Aug 1, a juvenile Sparrowhawk swooped into my back garden in Bridge Road Emsworth, took 
a House Sparrow from the bird table and spent the next 40 minutes or so on the ground tearing the poor 
fellow to pieces and consuming it.  At the end the Sparrowhawk used some of the feathers as a napkin, to 
clean off its beak.  Nothing was left on the ground but for the Sparrow’s beak and a pile of feathers.  All very 
smart and efficient.  See my web site for photos http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-photos.htm 
 
Plants on Brook Meadow  
Late on Sunday afternoon, I was pleased to find Red Bartsia on Brook Meadow for the first time this year in 
two areas of relatively short grasses on the North Meadow.  I had almost given up finding it in all the 
rampant vegetation on the meadow.  No sign of it at all in area above the causeway.   
Common Sorrel is showing up very well around the meadow with its red flowers turning brown.  Hemp 
Agrimony is flowering well in the centre of the North Meadow, attracting Bumblebees to its pink flowers.  
Wild Angelica is also flowering well in many areas, its pink and white umbrella-like flower heads being a 
magnet for red Soldier Beetles.  Other prominent flowers on Brook Meadow include Square-stalked St 
John's-wort, Fleabane, Great Willowherb, Hogweed and Bindweed trumpets.  Hoary Ragwort is flowering 
in the area above the causeway with more to come.  Some of the more mature Alder Buckthorn saplings 
have red berries.  The red-brown flower spikes of Jointed Rush are showing well in the wetter areas of the 
meadow.   
I continue to be puzzled by the Bistorts.  Martin Rand told me most of the Bistorts on Brook Meadow were 
Amphibious Bistort, though many of them are now developing dark spots on their leaves, which (following 
F.Rose) I usually associate with Redshank.  None of them are flowering.   
 
Fen Nettle - Urtica Galeopsifolia 
Martin Rand (BSBI Recorder for South Hampshire) has e-mailed me more information about this sting-less 
form of Nettle, which is commonly thought to be restricted to Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire, but which 
Martin found on Brook Meadow during his survey on July 3.  Martin says there have been records of U. 
galeopsifolia widely across southern Britain, but experts say it is not a completely 'good' species.  
Transitional forms to U. dioica may be found, such as forms without stinging hairs but with scattered simple 
ones, and there may be hybrids.  However, despite all these complexities, Martin is convinced that 
Hampshire has Urtica populations no different from the plants described from Wicken Fen and these are 
always found in carr, eutrophic tall herb fen and river bank vegetation – the habitat described for U. 
galeopsis.  He is equally convinced that there is quite a wide range of intermediates, and that many of the 
odd looking nettles belong here.  Martin concludes that riverside Urtica in Hants needs a proper study done 
on it.  Any volunteers to get stung? 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 29 and 30: July 18-31, 2005 
Visitor Survey 
Wally Osborne was obliged to postpone the annual visitor survey to Brook Meadow which was planned for 
Saturday July 23 due to lack of volunteer observers.  The new date is Saturday August 13.  If you can help 
out for an hour or so during that day, please contact Wally at wjn@wosborne.fsbusiness.co.uk 
 
Environment news 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove cleared the rubbish from the River Ems on Tuesday July 26.  Not too bad.  Pat 
saw a Water Vole swim across the river almost under south bridge.  They also found that some of 
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Hawthorns  by new fence had been decapitated, but most were untouched.  The leaflets box has once 
again been torn off the signcase near the south gate; I had a look around but could not find it.   
Weather permitting our friends at Havant Borough Council should be carrying out part of the annual cutting 
of the meadow next week.   
 
Ems Valley Walks 
Two walks have been organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group as part of the Hampshire 
Water Festival around the theme of 'The Ems Valley - a green chain connecting land and sea'.  The walks 
will take place on Sunday 14th August, meeting in Palmers Road car park and take about 2 hours each.  
The morning walk starting at 10am, led by Brian Fellows, will go through Brook Meadow, then around Peter 
Pond, Slipper Millpond and the Marina, looking at where the River Ems enters the harbour.  The afternoon 
walk starting at 2pm, led by Frances Jannaway, will also go through Brook Meadow and then will continue 
northwards to Lumley Mill and then north up Mill Lane following the millrace to Westbourne, then back to 
Brook Meadow through the fields to the west of the River Ems.   
 
Emsworth Hospital Closure 
A public meeting will be held on Friday 5th August at 7.30 pm in the Emsworth Community Centre.  The 
meeting organised by the Emsworth Residents Association is to gauge feelings about the threatened 
closure of Emsworth's hospital. The next few weeks will be crucial if we are to keep the Victoria Cottage 
Hospital in Emsworth. Please try and attend. 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds and butterflies  
This is probably the quietist time of the year for bird song, with only occasional songs from Woodpigeon, 
Collared Dove, Stock Dove, Wren, Dunnock, Blackcap, House Sparrow and Goldfinch.  However, one 
welcome addition to the chorus is the Robin which has just started its wistful autumn song.    
As for butterflies Meadow Browns and Gatekeepers are everywhere.  Ralph Hollins reports that 
Gatekeepers are having a magnificent summer and he has another report of them being seen in hundreds.  
Other butterflies seen recently on Brook Meadow include Comma (also having a good year), Red Admiral 
and Speckled Wood.  However, Whites seem less numerous this year and Small Tortoiseshell have been 
very scarce.  I have not seen Ringlet or Small Copper at all on the meadow, but the summer brood of Holly 
Blues is about.   
 
Plants on Brook Meadow  
Brook Meadow is currently dominated by the tall and stately plants of Hogweed, its white umbellifer flowers 
being covered with red soldier beetles.  The bright yellow flowers of Common Fleabane are now showing 
up well around the meadow.  Also, newly flowering on Brook Meadow are Mugwort, Field Bindweed, 
Lesser Burdock, Prickly Lettuce, Water Mint, Hoary Ragwort, Wild Angelica and Teasel.   Strawberry 
Clover is now fruiting in the area above the causeway.  There is a nice patch of Stone Parsley (one of our 
old meadow indicators) in flower on the path north of the north bridge.  
I had my first picking of Blackberries from the bushes in the south eastern corner of the South Meadow, but 
they are not so prolific as last year, which was a bumper year for all berries and fruits.  Elderberry berries 
are forming on the bush on the main river path.   
I have finally assembled a new plant list for Brook Meadow following Martin Rand’s visit on July 3 which I 
shall shortly be putting on the web site.  The grand total of plants on Brook Meadow now stands at a 
magnificent 309, which includes 184 herbs, 48 trees and shrubs, 33 grasses, 13 sedges, 5 rushes, 2 
horsetails, 1 fern and 23 bryophytes.  
Tree news 
According to Martin Rand the new “Blackthorns” we planted in the north-east corner are not actually 
Blackthorns, but another unidentified Prunus.  The 20 newly planted Rowans are doing very well, most are 
now nearly at the top of the tubes and some peeping out of the top.  The Hawthorns planted by the Watch 
group are now up to 6ft tall and we need to consider pruning them to form a hedge.  The new Alder 
Buckthorns are also growing well with one over the top of the tube already.  The 3 Black Poplars are up to 
10 ft tall and look fine.  The Weeping Willow in the South Meadow was blown over and needs stronger 
support.  One of the new Oaks on east side of North Meadow is dead and the others are looking unhealthy.  
The Yew in the North Meadow looks OK, but needs constant clearing.    The new green cones on the 
Alders are now completely developed, and contrast strongly with last year’s brown and wrinkled cones.   
 
Willows of Brook Meadow 



Martin Rand, the BSBI Botanical Recorder for South Hampshire has identified the Willows on Brook 
Meadow.  Our Crack Willows are Salix fragilis var. russelliana, also known as the Bedford Willow.  This is 
named after the 4th Duke of Bedford who apparently introduced it into this country at the end of the 18th 
Century.  It is only known as a female plant and is the commonest form of Salix fragilis in Britain.   
The “Golden” Willows in the plantations are Salix x rubens forma basfordiana, also known as Basford 
Willows, from Basford in Notts where the hybrid had its origin.  It is a hybrid between the Golden Willow 
(Salix alba var. vitellina) and Crack Willow and is characterised by its very conspicuous orange-yellow 
twigs which glow in the winter sunshine and its very long pendulous yellow catkins.   
 
Mute Swan families 
On a walk round the millponds on Sunday afternoon, I discovered three Mute Swan families.  The pair that 
nested on Peter Pond were, as usual, on Dolphin Lake, but with only 4 of their original 5 cygnets.  The 
white “Polish” cygnet was missing.  I checked the harbour and the Town Millpond with no success.   
One possibility is that, being white, the parents could have driven it off, though this seems unlikely at this 
stage.   It could have been taken by a predator, but most likely, it had an accident or died of natural causes.  
A second Mute Swan family with 4 small cygnets were in the harbour near the quay, where they have been 
frequently seen over the past few weeks.  The third, and new, Mute Swan family were on the Town 
Millpond with 3 young cygnets.  I have no idea where these could have come from, though not far I 
suspect.      
 
Other millpond news 
On Sunday afternoon, two Mallard families were on Dolphin Lake, one with 4 small yellow ducklings and 
the other with 5 older ducklings, 4 brown and one yellow.  About 60 Mallard are currently on Peter Pond, all 
in so-called eclipse plumage when they all look like females; this happens each summer when they moult 
their flight feathers.   The local Coot have had a poor summer with few chicks surviving the attentions of the 
local Herring Gulls.   While I was away, Linda Horne e-mailed me to say she saw 2 Coot chicks on Peter 
Pond, but there was only one left when I checked on  Sunday July 31.  The local Moorhen have also 
suffered with no chicks appearing to survive.  Better news on the plant front is that Golden Samphire is 
flowering  on the wall of the A259 bridge overlooking Slipper Millpond.   
 
Hollybank Woods 
If you go down to the woods today you might have a nice surprise!   Last Friday (July 29) I was delighted to 
see some lovely butterflies, including the expected White Admiral and an unexpected, but very welcome, 
Silver-washed Fritillary.  This was the first Silver-washed Fritillary I have seen in Hollybank for several 
years.  Neither will be around for much longer, so an early visit is recommended.  Also, make sure you go 
on a warm, sunny day, since when I led a walk there on a chilly Saturday morning, we hardly saw a thing.  
Also, in the woods I saw the first Brimstone of the summer and 5 Peacocks feeding on a Buddleja bush.  I 
also saw two very fine Southern Hawker dragonflies and a Common Darter.  The large meadow to the west 
of the woods, adjoining Horndean Road, is worth a visit to see the Cinnabar caterpillars devouring the 
Ragwort plants and the beautiful Golden Orb Spiders (Argiope bruennichi) on their webs.  See my wildlife 
diary for full details and photos at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 27 and 28 : July 4-17, 2005 

 
School Visit – Friday July 8 
The weather was excellent for the third annual visit from Northern Parade Junior School to Brook Meadow.  
Wally and Rosemary Osborne had organised an interesting programme of events, including a nature trail, 
tree and grass identification sessions, a small creatures hunt and the ever-popular wishing stars.   As last 
year, one child managed to find the rare Meadow Barley in the grasses session.  And Wally was 
particularly pleased at how well the mini-beast hunt went, with lots of insects being collected (and returned 
to the wild) by sharp-eyed youngsters.  23 children with teachers and parents had a great day with 
everyone having a thoroughly enjoyable and educational experience.  I think they have already asked to 
come back next year!  A selection of the 100 or so photos I took during the day can be seen on the group 
web site at . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Moth Night – Saturday July 9 
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To celebrate National Moth Night on July 9, three moth experts came to Brook Meadow to carry out a moth 
survey; they were John Langmaid and Ian Thirlwell from Portsmouth and Mark Young from Aberdeen 
(Wildlife Trust).  Frances and Richard Jannaway, Pat and Graham Walsgrove and David Search were also 
present.  The moth men arrived at 9pm and set up their mercury vapour light powered by a generator. The 
sky was clear which meant that the temperature would fall.  It would have been better for the moth survey 
if there had been more cloud because low lying water meadows get quite cool at night.  
Even so, more than 60 species of both micro moths and the larger moths were recorded. The micro moths 
were the first to appear with the larger moths appearing a bit later.  Especially interesting were the very 
colourful Elephant Hawk moths which for some reason rested on the white sheet upside down with their 
legs in the air.  Other common moths recorded included Rosy Footman, Small Fanfoot, Buff Ermine, 
Common Emerald, Mottled Beauty.  The rarest moth was seen by Mark just as we were packing up at 
11.30pm: this was the nationally notable Festoon.  If it had been a warmer night, it was expected that at 
least 100 species would have been recorded.  We would like to thank John, Ian and Mark for such an 
interesting evening.  A valuable addition to our growing information about the wildlife supported in Brook 
Meadow. A list of the moths recorded will shortly be put onto the website. Report by Frances Jannaway. 
 
Out of the Meadow: Storytelling afternoon - Saturday July 16 
It was a lovely sunny afternoon for Steve Taylor, the local herbalist from The Medicine Garden in Queen 
Street, to tell stories, myths and legends inspired by the wilder side of nature as found in Brook Meadow.  
Nine people (including 4 new members and 2 children) listened enthralled under the ‘Wishing Tree’ in the 
centre of the meadow as Steve told stories from the Americas, from Wales and Cambridge. He also 
explained the symbolism of these myths and legends and what we can learn from them. The audience was 
able to sample a selection of cooled floral waters, such as Rose, Orange Blossom and Peppermint.   
Report by Frances Jannaway.  
 
400th Member! 
We had 4 new members joining at the storytelling afternoon, taking the total past our target of 400 for the 
current year.  Alex Smith from Cheshire had the honour of being our 400th group member and Alex was 
presented with a framed copy of Marian Forster’s painting for the interpretation board by Frances 
Jannaway.  So, it is now fare forward to 450!   
Photos of the storytelling afternoon and of Alex being presented with the picture can be found on the group 
web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html    
 
Workday – Sunday July 17 
Jil Meesom and Debi Saunders joined me for this morning’s work session.  Since the weather was very hot 
and sunny we took things fairly easily.  I used the power scythe to trim the casual paths through the 
meadow, while Jil and Debi cleared the rapidly growing vegetation from around the newly planted trees.   
Debi indicated we shall soon need to decide what to do about the Hawthorns, which are now up to 5 feet 
high, ie., whether to trim them back to form a hedge or let them grow tall into trees.  Debi also noticed that 
one of the Oaks on the east side of the North Meadow looked as if it had a disease.  We also trimmed off 
the lethal Bramble spurs overhanging the paths.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Butterflies  
This is the season for butterflies and there are plenty flying around in Brook Meadow and elsewhere.  On 
one day on Brook Meadow I had a record count of 48 Meadow Browns, plus 8 Skippers, 12 Whites, 7 
Commas, 5 Gatekeepers, 2 Speckled Woods and a Red Admiral.  Small Tortoiseshells continue to be very 
scarce.  White Admirals finally put in an appearance in Hollybank Woods, Jane Brook being the first to see 
them on Sunday July 10.  I had several more sightings on subsequent days.  White Admirals have a weak 
fluttery flight, often flying high in the tree canopy, and can be quite elusive.  A good spot in Hollybank 
Woods is near the carved log seat on the eastern bridleway.   
 
Bats 
This is also a good time of the year to see bats which come out to feed at dusk.  On Wednesday July 13 
Nick Knight led a Bat walk in Hollybank Woods which was not a great success, with only one or two 
Pipistrelles being detected.  However, on Saturday evening I had better luck when I took the bat detector 
box to Brook Meadow.  Several bats, probably Pipistrelles, were flying above the River Ems as it passes 
through Palmer's Road Copse.  Finally, Andrew Brook reported the very exciting news that Bechstein's 
Bat, one of Britain's rarest bats, has been discovered in Hollybank Woods, the exact location being kept 
secret.   
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Black-tailed Godwits  
Upwards of 70 Black-tailed Godwits (long-legged birds with long bills) were feeding in Emsworth Harbour 
at low water this week.   They included a number of birds with colour rings on their legs; they are part of a 
ringing scheme, organised by Pete Potts, to track the movements of these important birds.  The flock 
included both first summer birds which did not migrate to Iceland, and early returning migrants, probably 
failed breeders.  Black-tailed Godwit numbers will build up in the harbour over the next month or so.    
 
Swifts 
Living in Emsworth we are always entertained at this time of the year by hordes of Swifts flying overhead.  
I like to sit outside my back door and watch them scything through the sky.  They tend to feed high in the 
sky, sweeping and twisting to catch insects, then groups of up to 40 birds come together and scream 
around the houses in tight formations.  Make the most of it for they will be gone in a couple of weeks.  
 
Injured Mute Swan  
Tony Wilkinson called out the RSPCA to look at the female Mute Swan that can usually be seen in Dolphin 
Lake with her 5 cygnets.  She appears to have injured her left leg.  Rachael Bell from the RSPCA thought 
it best to leave the Swan to recover naturally, particularly since she had charge of 5 cygnets, but to keep an 
eye on her.   Rachael can be contacted by the national call line which is 0870 5555999.  Meanwhile the 
other local Mute Swan family with 4 cygnets has been on the Town Millpond.    
 
Wolf spider 
I found a Wolf Spider (Pisaura mirabilis) on guard beside its nursery tent attached to long grasses on Brook 
Meadow.  Females produce large egg sacs, which they carry around beneath their body.  When the time 
for the spiderlings to emerge approaches, the female deposits the egg sac on a leaf and spins a protective 
silk ‘nursery web’ around it.  She stands guard until the spiderlings emerge.  This species of Wolf Spider is 
also called Nursery-web Spider and Tent Spider and is found mainly in the south of England.  
 
Blue Water Speedwell  
I got into the river to have a close look at the possible pure form of  Blue Water Speedwell (Veronica 
anagallis-aquatica) noticed by Martin Rand during his plant survey on July 1.  Counting the flowers on the 
longest raceme, each one had about 50 flowers, which suggests the hybrid form Veronica x lackschewitzii.  
Also supporting the hybrid identification was the absence of capsules, the hybrid form being infertile. The 
size of the corolla also supports the hybrid with some flowers up to 5 mm across. Martin agrees all this is  
pretty conclusive and sadly we have to put it down as the common the hybrid Veronica x lackschewitzii.   
 
New web site - http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/index.html 
My local wildlife diary, which is updated on a daily basis with photos, has moved to the above address.   
Wildlife photos, which used to be on the group web site, have also moved to this new site.  To go direct to 
the photos use the following link . . . http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 26: June 27 – July 3, 2005 

 
St James Primary School  
On Thursday June 30, Belinda Waldron and a group of about 30 children and parents from St James 
Primary School in Emsworth visited Brook Meadow. I met them as arranged and, since they were mainly 
interested in the river systems, I took them on a route taking in both the River Ems and the Lumley Stream.  
We also visited Lumley Mill and examined the notorious Lumley sluice gate which controls the water going 
down the Lumley Stream.  Some of the children had a good view of a Water Vole on the river bank and we 
also listened to a variety of bird songs.  They were very appreciative of my help and I said I hoped they 
would all come back.  I gave Belinda a bundle of the Brook Meadow wildlife leaflets and membership 
forms.  
 
Glenwood School  
On Friday July 1, by chance I met Julie Kirk leading a small group of children from Glenwood School 
around the meadow.  Julie invited me to have a look at their new wildlife garden which I did in the 
afternoon, and very impressive it was too with a mixture of sown and naturally wild flowers. Afterwards we 
went inside the school to examine some of the plants and grasses in more detail with their digital 
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microscope.  Julie asked about the possibility of another educational visit for the Glenwood children as we 
did last year. This might be possible.  
 
Research project 
On Monday June 27 I met Amanda Clarke who is a second year degree student at the Open University.  
Amanda is required to do a research project on an environmental issue, devising her own question to be 
explored on a local issue.  The question she has set herself is, "Why does the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group feel it is important to protect their local habitat of water voles".  Amanda knows the 
area well since she spent her childhood in Emsworth.   We spent an hour and a half walking round Brook 
Meadow, discussing the work of the Conservation Group and, in particular, our efforts to monitor and 
protect the Water Vole habitat.  Amanda was delighted to see her very first Water Vole.  We look forward 
with interest to hearing more about Amanda’s work.   
 
Environment News 
Local resident and group member Roger Mills told me he dislikes the ‘barrier gate’ leading onto the north 
bridge.  I agreed with him and said that there were plans to install a kissing gate, which he thought would 
be a good idea.  Roger also thought the ugly white gate at the end of Seagull Lane should be replaced with 
a nice 5-barred wooden gate, like the one at the Lumley entrance.  A good idea which we shall need to 
consider in conjunction with Havant Borough Council.   
A big Crack Willow came down in Palmer's Road Copse, which Andy Skeet of HBC dealt with promptly.  I 
trimmed off some small Willow branches that were hanging low over the main path near the S-bend.   
 
Vandalism 
Graffiti was painted on the window of the Water Vole information board in Palmer's Road Copse. 
Surprisingly, this is only the second time graffiti has appeared on any of the signcases.  I rang Metrosigns 
who make the signcases and they suggested using Brasso, something I would never have considered.  
Anyway, it worked a treat and the graffiti came off easily.  This is something to remember for the future.   
On Sunday, Graham Walsgrove replaced the vandalised leaflets box on the board at the north bridge,  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Turtle Dove in garden 
On Thursday I was astonished to find a Turtle Dove feeding with the regular half dozen or so Collared 
Doves on the lawn in my back garden in Bridge Road, Emsworth.  Turtle Doves are very unusual visitors to 
gardens, particularly in the centre of towns, and this was a lifetime garden first for me.  The bird returned 
several times on the following days, enabling me to get some nice photos.  So, if you live in Emsworth, 
keep a lookout for this bird and let me know if you see it.   
 
Mute Swan families 
I have now established that there are 2 Mute Swan families in the Emsworth area.  The resident pair that 
nested on Peter Pond can usually be seen in Dolphin Lake, on the west side of Slipper Millpond, along with 
their 5 well-grown cygnets, one of which is white (“Polish”).  The other family with 4 smaller, all grey, 
cygnets can usually be found in the harbour to the east of the quay.  I have no idea where this latter family 
nested, though they are not the family from Little Deeps, since they are still on Thorney Island with their 3 
cygnets.  Incidentally, Tony Wilkinson rang me to say he thought one of the Peter Pond Mute Swans was 
lame.  It looked OK when I saw it, but it would not be wise to interfere while they have young.  
 
Young birds 
There are plenty of young birds about, though sadly no Coots, which have had a disastrous season, due to 
the proximity of the omnivorous Herring Gulls.  I found a juvenile Cormorant in the Lumley Stream in front 
of the cottages in Lumley Road.  Clearly, it had wandered upstream, but appeared to be having difficulty in 
negotiating the in channel vegetation to get back to the pond.  The Moorhens on the river also have chicks.  
Rosemary Osborne saw 5 at one stage, though I suspect that number has fallen.  There are also some 
Mallard families with delightful ducklings.  The most interesting young birds locally were the juvenile 
Black-headed Gulls, which do not look anything like Gulls, with their gingery plumage and timid behaviour.   
 
Black-tailed Godwits 
There are currently over 100 summering Black-tailed Godwits in the local area and this week Pete Potts of 
the Farlington Ringing Group has colour-ringed 24 of them at Thorney Island.  These are the first ever first 
summer Godwits ringed as far as they are aware.  I think I may have seen one in the harbour on Saturday. 



 
White Stork correction 
Correction from Phil Dickinson regarding his White Stork sighting reported in last week’s bulletin, he 
actually saw it at Langstone, not Emsworth, on the foreshore east of the Royal Oak. OS ref SU721052, 
Time 16.00.   
 
Butterflies  
Meadow Browns were abundant everywhere this week.  The summer broods of many others are also 
starting to show up on Brook Meadow, including some superb Commas and Small Tortoiseshell.  Ringlet 
are also out but not on Brook Meadow as yet.  Ralph Hollins also reports White Admirals are now 
widespread if not numerous, but none so far in Hollybank Woods despite a lot of searching.   
 
Plant survey 
On Sunday July 3, I had the company of Martin Rand (the BSBI Plant Recorder for South Hampshire) for 
about 5 hours in Brook Meadow to carry out a plant survey.  I was looking forward to this visit and it turned 
out to be an exhilarating day.  We toured the whole of the Brook Meadow site, looking in all the little nooks 
and crannies and Martin found a number of new plants for the Brook Meadow list, as well as some 
mis-identifications.  Interestingly, he was pretty sure the Blue Water Speedwell in the river near the north 
bend was the pure variety and not, as previously thought, the more common hybrid, but I shall need to get 
a sample to count the flowers on the racemes.  Martin’s final total for the day came to 168 species.  Martin 
also gave me lots of advice with the identification of tricky plants.  We should get his report and list in about 
3-4 weeks.  More details of changes to the Brook Meadow plant list will be given in future bulletins when I 
have had the time to go through my voluminous notes for the day.  
Regarding management, Martin thought many areas were very badly overgrown with rank vegetation, 
seriously threatening the more delicate plants, including the sedges, which we do need to prtoect.  The 
Lumley area, previously very good for sedges, is now covered by a mass of Bindweed.  The area above 
the causeway is also badly overgrown.  This could well account for the poor showing of Ragged Robin this 
year.  Martin thought this and other areas, need at least two cuts a year, one in late July and the other late 
September.  This cutting schedule would also benefit the North Meadow by controlling the coarse grasses.  
Martin also thought the Michaelmas Daisies in the area above the causeway should be controlled.   
 
Other plant news 
Newly flowering on Brook Meadow this week were Black Knapweed, Enchanter's Nightshade, Bristly 
Ox-tongue, Great Willowherb, Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea and the first spikelets of Timothy grass.  On 
Thorney seawall, Golden Samphire and Lesser Burdock are flowering for the first time this year.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 25: June 20-26, 2005 

Group News 
Membership is creeping slowly towards our target of 400.  One new member this week brought the total to 
398.   
We are delighted that Andy Powling has agreed to be our guest speaker at this year’s AGM on October 11.  
We are not yet sure of the topic, but Andy might talk about the his exciting work to conserve a rainforest in 
Indonesia.  
 
Environment news 
On Friday June 24 Havant Borough Council workers came onto Brook Meadow to carry out the strimming 
of the main river path, which they did precisely as instructed from the Seagull Lane bridge down to the seat, 
missing the Butterbur.   
 
Research project 
David Search has been on Brook Meadow again this week setting and examining his insect traps.  They 
are all well hidden in the tall grasses, so you are not likely to come across any, but if you do please do not 
touch.  David is conducting research on the relationship between plants and insects for his degree project.  
David was upset to find 5 dead Shrews in his traps in the South Meadow, so he will use a mesh to prevent 
this happening again.  
 
Ems Valley Walks 



Two walks have been organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group as part of the Hampshire 
Water Festival around the theme of 'The Ems Valley - a green chain connecting land and sea'.  The walks 
will take place on Sunday 14 August, meeting in Palmers Road car park and take about 2 hours each.  The 
morning walk starting at 10am, led by Brian Fellows, will go through Brook Meadow, then around Peter 
Pond, Slipper Millpond and Emsworth Marina, looking at where the River Ems enters the harbour.  The 
afternoon walk starting at 2pm, led by Frances Jannaway, will also go through Brook Meadow and then will 
continue northwards to Lumley Mill and then north up Mill Lane following the millrace to Westbourne, then 
back to Brook Meadow through the fields to the west of the River Ems.   
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Bird news 
Emsworth’s Coots continue to have a frustrating year with just 2 chicks surviving on Slipper Millpond and 
both “tower nests” on Slipper and Peter Pond being washed away by the spring tides this week.  However, 
a Coot is back in the nest box on Slipper Millpond for another try, surrounded as usual by Black-headed 
Gulls.  Ominously for the Coot chicks there were also up to 70 Herring Gulls on the pond.   Coot are starting 
to return to Slipper Millpond after the breeding season, with up to 12 on the pond this week.  Mallards are 
faring better than the Coots, with a family of 8 ducklings on Dolphin Lake and another one of 3 ducklings on 
the Lumley Stream.   Rosemary Osborne saw 5 Moorhen chicks with their parents on the River Ems on 
Brook Meadow.   
On Saturday June 24 I saw my first “ginger” juvenile Black-headed Gull on Dolphin Lake.  There should be 
more appearing in the next few weeks, from the large breeding colony in Langstone Harbour.  
Brendan Gibb-Gray told me about a superb display of diving from 2 terns, probably Sandwich Terns, over 
Slipper Millpond on Saturday morning.  On Sunday I saw a Grey Heron lurking in the reeds on Peter Pond.  
A Mediterranean Gull was on the water with a few Black-headed Gulls.   
 
White Stork over Emsworth  
The most interesting bird news of the week was of a White Stork seen flying over Emsworth by Phil 
Dickinson on Friday June 24. Phil watched it with binoculars and noted its black and white plumage with 
neck extended, ruling out Grey Heron.  White Storks are certainly not unknown in Britain, though they are 
generally confined to Eastern Europe.  Another one (possibly the same one) was seen on meadows close 
to Titchfield village on Saturday June 26.   
 
 
 
Insects 
The butterfly of the week is certainly the Meadow Brown.  On Wednesday I counted 35 of them in the large 
field to the west of Hollybank Woods, plus 3 Large Skippers.  The following day Andy Brook counted 9 
Marbled Whites.  There were also at least 13 Meadow Browns on Brook Meadow on Sunday morning.  
Other butterflies seen this week included Speckled Wood, Comma, Red Admiral, Common Blue and two 
Small Tortoiseshells, the first I have seen anywhere since April 19.  White Admiral is the next target 
species to see in Hollybank Woods.   
Andy Brook also reports that Six-spot Burnet moths are emerging from their distinctive cocoons attached 
to grass stems. He has a super photo on the Hollybank Woods web site of one just broken out of its cocoon 
Banded Demoiselles are fairly common on Brook Meadow. I saw a male and two females on the east of the 
meadow.    
 
Wolf Spiders 
Also, in the large field west of Hollybank Woods I found several silken tents attached to vegetation in which 
I could see a white ball, usually with a spider basking nearby.  These tents were created by Wolf Spiders 
(Pisaura mirabilis).  Females produce large egg sacs, which they carry around beneath their body.  When 
the time for the spiderlings to emerge approaches, the female deposits the egg sac on a leaf and spins a 
protective silk ‘nursery web’ around it.  She then opens the egg sac slightly, and stands guard until the 
spiderlings emerge.  The Wolf Spider is also called Nursery-web Spider and Tent Spider and is found 
mainly in England south of a line from Hull to Liverpool.  
 
Plant news 
On Brook Meadow, Honeysuckle is rampant in the hedge by the Lumley gate and its flowers are emitting a 
wonderful aroma.  Also, flowering on Brook Meadow are Black Medick by the Lumley gate, Broad-leaved 
Dock by the Seagull Lane gate, Wild Privet on Lumley Road and Ground-elder outside the south gate.  



Most welcome are the fluffy white flowers of Meadowsweet which can now be seen adorning many areas 
of Brook Meadow.   Less welcome to some, Common Ragwort is now flowering well around the town.  
There is a particularly good show of this handsome plant on the A259 embankment overlooking Peter 
Pond.  The plant that killed Socrates, Hemlock, is standing tall on the east side of Slipper Millpond.  
Andy Powling found some Plicate Sweet-grass (Glyceria plicata) in the north river during his survey on 
June 13.  This grass is branched and spreading, in contrast to the whip-like form of Floating Sweet-grass 
(Glyceria fluitans).  It was also found by Pete Selby in 2001.   
New green cones are developing well alongside last year’s brown cones on the Alders in the plantations. .  
 
Hybrid Blue x Pink Water Speedwell (Veronica x lackschewitzii) 
This plant has gone from where it has been for the past few years, in the river at the north bend.  This area 
is now covered by rampant Water-cress which has probably smothered it.   However, I did find another 
couple of plants in the Lumley Stream, one particularly nice example north of Constant Springs where the 
stream bends round from the sluice gate.  Checking the inflorescence of these plants there are certainly 
more than 20 flowers in the longest raceme.  This rules out the pure form of Blue Water Speedwell and 
confirms the plants as the hybrid with Pink Water Speedwell.  
  
Salsify 
I had a phone call from a lady about a possible Corncockle on Redlands Lane to the north of Emsworth.  I 
had a look and the flower heads and seed head looked like Goat's Beard, but the flowers were purple not 
yellow.  In fact, the plant was Salsify, native to the Mediterranean region and its white fleshy roots and 
spring shoots can be cooked and eaten.  Mrs Beeton also has several recipes for Salsify.  
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 24: June 13-19, 2005 

River Survey 
On Monday June 13, Andy Powling and Chloe Delgery from the University of Portsmouth arrived in Brook 
Meadow to carry out a survey of the vegetation and invertebrates in the River Ems, commissioned by the 
Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  They took a total of 7 invertebrate samples from along the course of 
the Ems in Brook Meadow for identification.  They had found lots of invertebrates, including Caddis Fly 
larvae, May Fly larvae, leaches and a rare snail.  It will also be interesting to see if any new plants were 
found to add to the plant list of Brook Meadow.  Floating Sweet-grass is one new plant identified by Andy, 
though I have not as yet managed to locate it.  We should get their report in 2-3 weeks.   
 
Workday  
On Sunday June 19, seven volunteers (Wally, Brian, Frances, Lynn, Jil, David and Debi) turned up for what 
was a very busy work session on a very hot and sunny morning.  I got the power scythe out with the new 
cutting bar installed by Fred Portwin and very efficient it was too.  I spent most of the time cutting and 
clearing the occasional paths through the meadow and clearing the advancing vegetation from around the 
newly planted Rowans and Alder Buckthorns.  Meanwhile other volunteers cleared around the new Black 
Poplars, Hawthorns, Blackthorns and Oak.  All the new saplings seem to be doing well, though watering is 
a problem with the water in the river so low.  A rota for watering the Rowans and Alder Buckthorns has 
been set up.  The signcases and interpretation boards were given a wash and brush-up and the vegetation 
around them was trimmed back.   The vegetation round the seat, steps and all the bins was trimmed.  Dead 
branches were removed from the ailing White Willow in the south meadow.  Overall, the meadow was 
given a good tidy-up and now looks quite splendid.    
 
Herb Walk/Talk 
There will be an “Out of the Meadow- story-telling afternoon” in Brook Meadow on Saturday 16 July, from 
2pm to 4pm.  Come along and hear the myths and legends inspired by the wilder side of nature as found in 
Brook Meadow.  Stories will be told by Steve Taylor, local herbalist at the Medicine Garden. The walk/talk 
is to members of BMCG. £3 to non members.  Iced herb teas will be available for a small charge. 
 
Ems Valley Walks 
Two walks have been organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group as part of the Hampshire 
Water Festival around the theme of 'The Ems Valley - a green chain connecting land and sea'.  The walks 
will take place on Sunday 14 August, meeting in Palmers Road car park and take about 2 hours each.  The 
morning walk starting at 10am, led by Brian Fellows, will go through Brook Meadow, then around Peter 
Pond, Slipper Millpond and Emsworth Marina, looking at where the River Ems enters the harbour.  The 



afternoon walk starting at 2pm, led by Frances Jannaway, will also go through Brook Meadow and then will 
continue northwards to Lumley Mill and then north up Mill Lane following the millrace to Westbourne, then 
back to Brook Meadow through the fields to the west of the River Ems.   
 
Research project on Brook Meadow  
If you see a tall chap crouching down in the long grasses on Brook Meadow it is very likely to be David 
Search inspecting his insect traps.  David (a long-standing member of the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group) is carrying out a research project as part of his undergraduate degree work.   He is investigating the 
relationship between plant type and invertebrates on Brook Meadow, using quadrats and insect traps, and 
Frances Jannaway and I have been giving David a bit of help with plant identification.  The group have 
agreed to fund David for some of his equipment in return for a report of his findings, the results of which 
should be a valuable addition to our knowledge of the ecology of Brook Meadow.   
 
Emsworth Liveability project exhibition. 
All the information with relevant photos from the Liveability exhibition can be found on the ERA website 
under “Latest News” link at http://www.emsworth-residents.co.uk/.   £200,000 has been allocated for 
projects in Emsworth, mainly with the aim of making improvements to crossing the A259 and reducing the 
divisive effect that the road has on the community.  Some of the proposals relate directly to Brook Meadow.  
If you were unable to get to the exhibition at the Pastoral Centre you can still give your views by filling in the 
questionnaire on the web site and sending it off to Havant Borough Council.  

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
A pair of Moorhen were on the River Ems on Brook Meadow this week with 2 tiny chicks.  The Grey Wagtail 
pair have also been on the river, but no sign of any young.  The Mute Swan pair still have their 5 cygnets on 
Dolphin Lake.  There have not been many Mallard ducklings around this year, but On Sunday I spotted a 
Mallard with 7 tiny ducklings on the eastern edge of Slipper Millpond.  And the best of luck to them!   
On Slipper Millpond I saw a pair of Coot with a couple of tiny chicks at the start of the week, but by the 
weekend they had gone, probably victims of the ever-present Herring Gulls.  However, Coot rarely give up 
and one is still sitting on its nest near the V-shaped posts on Slipper Millpond while another is persevering 
on its tower nest in the centre of Peter Pond.  A Sandwich Tern was fishing in Slipper Millpond and on 
Emsworth Millpond this week, probably the same bird.    
I counted only 13 House Martin nests on Stansted House – not bad, but not nearly so good as it used to be.  
There are none at all in Emsworth.   
 
Black-tailed Godwits  
There is currently a flock of over 100 Black-tailed Godwits in the Emsworth area.  Pete Potts tells me these 
will most likely be first summer birds, ie born last year, they don't return to Iceland until their second 
summer.  Failed breeders will be back in the harbour from the last week of June onwards with increasing 
numbers through to mid-July onwards, which will be the best time to see them.  Pete says there has been 
an early summer drought in Iceland meaning the breeding season has been delayed as there has been 
little grass growth and few pools.    
 
Insects 
There are still not many butterflies on Brook Meadow despite the warm weather.  This week I recorded only 
Meadow Brown, Red Admiral, Speckled Wood, Green-veined White, Common Blue and an unidentified 
Skipper (probably Large).  At least 10 Meadow Browns were seen on South Moor during the orchid count 
on Saturday, plus two moths, Burnet and Mother Shipton.  During the workday on Sunday we had two 
sightings of a pretty white moth with thin wings, which later I identified as White Plume Moth (a first for 
Brook Meadow).   
 
Plants on Brook Meadow  
So far this year I have managed to find 5 of our 7 old meadow indicators on Brook Meadow, namely, Stone 
Parsley, Hoary Ragwort, Festulolium Hybrids, Meadow Barley, Distant Sedge.  Still missing are Marsh 
Arrowgrass and Pepper-saxifrage.  I am fairly confident about finding Pepper-saxifrage, but Marsh 
Arrowgrass usually defeats me.   
The great spectacle on Brook Meadow at present are the grasses, which are all flowering magnificently.  
Brook Meadow is well known among botanists for its sedges and most are flowering, but you need to 
search closely to find them!  Divided Sedge is the easiest to find, there is an abundance of it this year, 

http://www.emsworth-residents.co.uk/


mainly in the area immediately above the causeway and on the east of the meadow near the Lumley 
Stream.   
Sea Couch is unusual on Brook Meadow, but it dominates the saline-influenced south eastern corner of 
the South Meadow, quite different from previous years, when there was more variety in this area.  The area 
also seems to have lost its sedges.     
 
Other local plant news 
On Saturday morning, along with 4 other members of the Havant Wildlife Group, I helped with the annual 
count of Southern Marsh Orchid flower spikes on South Moor, Langstone.  It has been another good year 
for the orchids with a total of 5,190 counted.  I also noticed plenty of Ragged Robin on the Moor, in contrast 
to its relatively poor showing of this flower on Brook Meadow this year.   
Purplish bulbils of Crow Garlic are showing for the first time on the eastern bank of Peter Pond.   Ladies' 
Bedstraw is flowering on the edge of millpond on Bath Road.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 23: June 6-12, 2005 

 
AGM – We have provisionally fixed the 2005 AGM for Tuesday October 4th at the Emsworth Centre. We 
also need to arrange a speaker. Any suggestions?  
Survey of the River Ems – This survey will start on Monday 13 June and will take a few days to complete.  
It will be undertaken by Dr Andrew Powling from the University of Portsmouth and Chloe Delgery (PhD 
student). They will take a number of samples from about 6-10 points to identify the invertebrates and write 
a report which will include a pollution index. They will also list the in-stream and bank vegetation.  
Rhino post gone - HBC contractors have removed the Rhino pole from the Seagull Lane entrance. Frances 
says it was rather a hard job. They used some of the pile of path gravel to make good. 
David Search project - David has begun preliminary work for his degree project this week. Both Frances 
and I have been in the meadow with David giving him a bit of help with plant identification.  He aims to 
investigate the relationship between plant type and invertebrates.  David needs some equipment, such as, 
a ph and temperature meter and a magnifying glass, which BMCG has agreed to fund.  The results of 
David’s research should be a useful addition to our knowledge of the ecology of Brook Meadow.   
Management Plan – Frances is trying to finish off the management plan for Brook Meadow using  
plant lists to make a data file of plants in the various areas for each year so we can see which plants are 
found in each area and how this changes year by year.  This might also have an effect on management. 
Brandy Hole Copse – Graham Ault (recently of this group) has been elected Chairman of the Brandy Hole 
Copse Conservation Group at Chichester (which is a designated Local Nature Reserve) and is working to 
try to increase the size of the group along the lines of our group.  Good luck to him.   
Vandalism - Graffiti was scrawled on the window of the signcase near the south gate - the first time we 
have had graffiti on any of the signcases.  I managed to get it off.  
 
Wildlife News from Brook Meadow  
Water Voles – They are getting more difficult to see with bankside vegetation growing taller by the day.  
However, Graham Ault took a friend vole spotting last Sunday (June 5) and saw three though he admits 
they could have included the same one more than once!  One particularly good sighting was north of the 
sluice gate, a large vole swimming slowly for some distance down stream.  “It's always a relief when you 
take someone to the Meadow to see voles, to actually find at least one!”   
Birdsong - 3 Whitethroat, 3 Blackcap and 2 Chiffchaff still going strong along with most of the residents. 
Mallard ducklings – Two families were found this week.  Lin Powell found a mum with 5 ducklings in the 
River Ems south of the north bridge on Friday, but they were down to 4 when I looked on Sunday morning.  
Another Mallard with 4 ducklings was on the Lumley Stream early on in the week.   
Azure Damselflies – First sighting of 2 males in the SE corner of the South Meadow.  They can be 
distinguished from the Common Blue Damselfly by the narrower blue stripes on the thorax and by the black 
U-shaped mark isolated from the black ring at the posterior end of the abdominal segment 2.  My photos of 
the insects showed this distinctive marking well – go to 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-730-azure-damselfly-bm-xx-10.06.05.jpg 
Wild flowers – Newly flowering on Brook Meadow this week were Scarlet Pimpernel , Rough Hawkbit, 
Nipplewort, Hedge Woundwort, Common Mallow, Bittersweet,  
Grasses, etc –  Perennial Ryegrass is now flowering generally around the meadow, but no Italian 
Ryegrass (with awns) as yet.  Sea Couch has inflorescence for the first time this year in the saline 
influenced area of the South Meadow.  I hope to have found Festulolium Hybrids (one of our 7 meadow 
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indicators) in the same place as before, along the west side of the path through the South Meadow, but I 
need confirmation.  David Search found some Jointed Rush showing spikelets for first time.  It looked a bit 
like a sedge, but the “knobbly” leaves gave it away.   
Snow in June! - There are “snow drifts” of cottony white seeds from the Crack Willows lining the edges of 
many paths and particularly around Palmer's Road Car Park.    
 
Other local wildlife news  
I counted 54 Mute Swans on the Town Millpond this week.  Their feathers are building up on the pond, 
indicating that their annual moult is underway.  Maidenhair Spleenwort is flourishing as usual on the wall of 
the Waterside Church on Bath Road.   
I found some Canary-grass on the edge of the millpond in Bath Road.  Described by Francis Rose as “a 
casual weed of waste ground and rubbish dumps, often introduced through cage-bird mixtures – hence the 
name Canary-grass (native by the Mediterranean).”  
The bright yellow flowers of  Biting Stonecrop show up well on the wall on the east side of the millpond.  
Ralph Hollins had the first flowering of Biting Stonecrop on Eastoke beach Hayling Island, on June 3.   
The local Mute Swan family with 5 cygnets can usually be found on Dolphin Lake to the west of Slipper 
Millpond.     
There has been no sign of the Cetti's Warbler that was singing on the reedbeds on Peter Pond last week. 
It has almost certainly left the site, having been here for just 3 days.   
On Friday I could see at least 3 Coot chicks on the raft on Slipper Millpond nearest the bridge.  The Coot is 
sitting on a nest again next to the V-shaped posts in the NW corner of the pond and the Coot is trying yet 
again on its tower nest in the centre of Peter Pond.    
Fred Portwin saw a Roe Deer on Lumley Road on Tuesday.  Grey Mullet can be seen in shoals in Slipper 
Millpond, also in the Lumley Stream at high tide.   
Sea Plantain is flowering alongside the path to the west of Dolphin Lake.  Pellitory-of-the-wall is in flower at 
the end of King Street opposite Tony Wilkinson’s house.  This is a new location.  Other plants in the local 
area are on the wall of Belchers Solicitors in West Street and on the Hermitage bridge wall facing Slipper 
Millpond.   
The embankment adjacent to the A259 overlooking Peter Pond is always good for wild flowers and this 
week I found Yarrow, Hairy Tare,  Perforate St John's-wort, Black Medick, Creeping Thistle, Mugwort and 
several globular seeds heads of Goat's Beard.   
The marina seawall overlooking the harbour is currently a blaze of colour, with masses of yellow flowers of 
what I assume is Black Mustard emitting a powerful aroma, along with tall plants of Hemlock and pretty 
pink flowers of Hedgerow Crane's-bill.   
Plants to look out for on the beach to the east of Emsworth include Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex 
prostrata) not yet flowering, but growing lushly on shingle, Grass-leaved Orache (Atriplex littoralis) with thin 
leaves, towards the east end of the beach and Sea Mayweed.  
There is also plenty to see along the shore path to the west of Emsworth such as Sea-purslane with 
greyish leaves, Sea Aster with fleshy green leaves and Sea Beet with long petal less green flower spikes.  
Hoary Cress now has a mixture of white flowers and light green fruits, heart-shaped and tapering into a 
long style.   
Down on Thorney Island, Cuckoo, 2 Cetti's Warbler and a Turtle Dove can usually be heard singing along 
the old NRA track across the NW of the island.  Creeping Cinquefoil was flowering well.    
The shingle beach at Eastney is full of wild flowers, including Wild Radish, Oxford Ragwort, Yellow-horned 
Poppy, Sea Kale, Red Valerian and Viper's-bugloss - plus Med Gulls.   
The annual moult invasion of Canada Geese onto Baffins Pond Portsmouth is underway, with about 100 
there already.  No sign of any of the "Baffins Gang" – presumably still at Titchfield Haven.     
 
For all the week’s wildlife photos, go to the group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Selection from Ralph Hollins Notes for Week 23 
Mediterranean Gull - A recent count of the gullery on South Binness island in Langstone Harbour found 
around 110 nesting pairs of Med Gull this year compared to 57 last year. In 2003 a similar May count of 
nests came up with only 20 pairs out on the islands though a post breeding count of individual birds made 
on July 12 of that year resulted in a count of 145 birds. 
Ring Ouzel - A late bird was at Dungeness in Kent on June 3, slightly increasing the chances that the 
mystery bird heard near West Marden by Brian Fellows on May 26 was a Ring Ouzel. 
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Common Ragwort: This was just starting to open its flowers in the Havant area on June 7, joining the 
Oxford Ragwort that has been flowering since mid-April. 
Slender Thistle: Although I first noted this as flowering by Southmoor Lane in Havant on May 22 it is worth 
reminding anyone not familiar with this seaside speciality that it can now be seen in profusion on a visit to 
the Hayling Oysterbeds where a mass of it some 20 metres long lines the path around the shore of Stoke 
Bay about halfway from the car park to the lagoon. It can also be seen along the side of Southmoor Lane 
between the entrance to the new Council depot and the entrance to the South Moors area. 
Southern Marsh Orchid: Although there have been reports of a 'poor showing' at several sites I was 
pleased to count 465 in flower in the Warblington SSSI on June 5 (many years ago I had a peak count of 
around 800 there but in recent years I have been lucky to find 20). 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 22: May 30 – June 5, 2005 
Workday 
Thursday 2 June.  Seven people (Pat, Graham, Lyle, Jennifer, Richard, Frances and a new member, 
Lisbo) turned up for the work session on a rather grey, muggy morning.  The tasks achieved were:  
weeding/clearing the 3 sets of steps, clearing round the young trees: Alder Buckthorns, Rowans, Black 
Poplars, Blackthorns and the 2 groups of Hawthorns, litter picking in Palmers Road copse, cutting back 
overhanging branches on the entrance to the North bridge, putting a dead hedge on the riverbank side of 
the new fence to protect the Hawthorn saplings from dogs making a path down to the riverbank, mowing all 
the occasional paths, watering the new Alder Buckthorns.  The Rowans are looking quite healthy, one of 
the new Alder Buckthorns and one of the Blackthorns have died. Some of the Hawthorns north of the line of 
Willows have been affected by mildew. Report by Frances Jannaway  
 
Lumley sluice gate problem 
There appears to be a problem with the sluice gate near Lumley Mill, which controls the flow of water down 
the Lumley Stream.  One of the panels has been vandalised with the result that more water than usual is 
escaping down the Lumley Stream, which may also be the reason for the very low level of water in the 
River Ems through Brook Meadow.   Frances has spoken to Tony Davidson, the flood prevention officer at 
the Environment Agency who said that the EA do not have any powers concerning sluices on private land. 
They only have an advisory role, especially when it is to do with water shortage and then it has to be sorted 
out at local level between the various land owners.  Clearly, this is not good enough; the Environment 
Agency have a clear responsibility where flooding and environmental damage are at issue.  The answer is 
a new sluice with electronically operated gates to ensure that both Lumley Stream and River Ems are 
provided with sufficient water in the summer and that flooding of Lumley cottages is prevented in the 
winter. 
 
Travellers on the Interbridges Site 
Frances has discovered that the horses being grazed on the Interbridges Site belong to travellers and they 
do not have the permission of Viv Williams the owner of the site.  Apparently, the travellers also put their 
horses on the land to the north of Constant Springs, which is owned by the Mansells without their 
permission, but they have now gone from that site.  However, the horses are still on the Interbridges Site, 
which has been grazed bare.   
 
Emsworth Liveability project exhibition. 
This exhibition will be held at the Pastoral Centre on Thursday 16th June 2-6pm and Friday 17th June 
10am-2pm.  After a public workshop held in May, a number of proposals have been identified for improving 
the underpass and for reducing the effects that the A259 has on the people of Emsworth.  This exhibition 
presents the proposals and gives the public the opportunity to let HBC know their views by filling in a 
questionnaire.  The budget for these improvements is £200,000.  The exhibition will also include details of 
proposals for a memorial stone (one of the Emsworth Community Board projects).  Please go along if you 
can. It is important that as many people as possible let HBC know what their views are.  All inquiries about 
the exhibition to Frances Jannaway -  brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles 
The only Water Vole report of the week came from John Vickers who saw his first one of the year on 
Sunday afternoon, south of the North Bridge.  He says, “They seem to be evading me, even when I'm 
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quietly clearing out bottles and cans for them at 7.30 am.”   Water Voles are still about, but are getting 
much harder to see due to the vegetation now growing tall on the river banks.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies remain rather scarce, even on nice warm days.  All I saw this week on Brook Meadow were 2 
Green-veined Whites and a Speckled Wood.  However, I did find a fine "Thigh Beetle" (Oedemera nobilis) 
with wonderfully swollen green thighs, languishing on a Goat's Beard flower head.   
Graham Walsgrove told me about a yellow dragonfly that he saw on Brook Meadow during the workday on 
May 12.  Looking it up in his guide he thought it could have been a Scarce Chaser.  This is a rare dragonfly 
and although the habitat seems right, their flight season does not start until the end of May.    
Birds 
On Brook Meadow 3 Whitethroat are still singing.  I wonder if this means they have still to find mates?  
Also, singing were 2 Blackcap and 2 Chiffchaff, plus many of the usual meadow birds.  But the most 
exciting bird of the week was a Cetti's Warbler – a first for Brook Meadow.  I first heard its explosive “cetti, 
cetti, cetti” song in the reedbeds to the north of Peter Pond on Thursday June 2.  Then on Friday I heard it 
singing from the bushes in the corner of the Lumley area by the Lumley Stream.  It was back on Peter Pond 
on Saturday.  This could be the same bird that I heard singing from the bushes behind the Sussex Brewery 
pub on May 19.  The nearest Cetti's Warblers to Emsworth are usually on Thorney Island.  
A pair of Grey Wagtails have been active in the river near the tunnel under the railway; they probably have 
youngsters, but I did not see them.  On Friday, as I was leaning on the new fence looking for Water Voles, 
a Kingfisher flew past going down river.  
John Vickers e-mailed on Friday me to say he had seen at least 50 Swifts over the Emsworth waterfront. 
This is not the first sighting of large flocks of Swifts feeding over the east beach area, but they come and go 
depending on the abundance of insects.  Up to 12 Swifts have been screaming around the houses in 
Bridge Road, but I am not sure if any are nesting in the area.  Incidentally, if anyone knows of House 
Martins nesting anywhere in Emsworth, please let me know.   
Fred and Ruth Portwin have had 2 families of Blue Tits fledged from nest boxes in their garden.  They also 
saw a Little Owl on overhead wires in Cot Lane Chidham.   
On the millponds, the Mute Swan pair still have their family of 5 cygnets intact.  However, our poor Coots 
are having a rough time this year, with no chicks surviving, though they are determined creatures and are 
having another go at nesting.    
I am afraid I got no further with the possible Ring Ouzel at West Marden that I mentioned in last week’s 
report.  I have not heard it again.  Ralph Hollins though it could be a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, but that 
call is much faster and sharper than that of the West Marden bird.   
 
Plants 
Brook Meadow is presently burgeoning with wild flowers and grasses and there are more to come.  The 
Buttercups are looking particularly fine this year, with more Bulbous and Meadow Buttercups than usual.  
However, Ragged Robin has done less well than in previous years, with only 35 plants in flower at the last 
count, in contrast to about 250 in the last 2 years.  There is a good selection of wild flowers on the patch at 
the end of Seagull Lane, including Goat's Beard (only open in the morning), Shepherd's Purse, Common 
Chickweed, Lesser Stitchwort, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Hoary Cress and Common Vetch.   
The grasses are also looking fine with Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Meadow Foxtail, Smooth and Rough 
Meadow-grass, Barren and Soft Brome and Yorkshire Fog particularly prominent.  Brook Meadow is well 
known among botanists for its sedges and most of them are flowering, but you need to search closely to 
find them!  There is a particularly fine show of Divided Sedge in the wetter areas.   
Sea Club-rush  has started to flower on the west side of Slipper Millpond.   
 
Nettles 
Nettles are very common on Brook Meadow, but they are very under-rated plants, which when looked at 
closely have remarkably attractive flowers.  As its name implies (Urticara dioica) male and female flowers 
grow on separate Nettle plants, ie they are dioecious.  The male flowers are tiny but form a fine spectacle 
as they hang down from the plants in white and pink masses, rather like candelabras.  The flowers have a 
unique method of explosion to release the pollen and looked at closely one can see developing, exploded 
and unexploded flowers on the same plant.  There is a photo of male flowers at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-732-musk-thistle-racton-x-05.06.05.jpg 
 
Puzzling Wood-rushes identified 
I passed on samples of the two puzzling Wood-rushes from Hollybank Woods mentioned in last week’s 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-732-musk-thistle-racton-x-05.06.05.jpg


report to Martin Rand the BSBI Recorder for South Hampshire.  Martin confirmed the identification of the 
Dense-headed Heath Wood-rush (Luzula multiflora ssp congesta), but said the other Wood-rush, growing 
in abundance on the old Holly Lodge site, was in fact Field Wood-rush (Luzula campestris) and not, as I 
thought, Heath Wood-rush (Luzula multiflora ssp. multiflora).    
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 21: May 23-29, 2005 

Membership 
We have had another 6 people joining in the past week, taking the total to an amazing 396.  So, there is just 
4 more to go to reach our target of 400.  So, one final push.  And the 400th member gets a special prize!   
 
New Fence 
I forgot to mention in last week’s notes that Steve Hartley filled in “the gap” in the new fence overlooking the 
River Ems in Palmer's Road Copse.  So the fence is now complete.  The main purpose of this fence is to 
provide protection to the delicate Water Vole habitat, by deterring people from using the low west bank as 
a pathway.   
 
Vandalism at Emsworth Primary School 
We have heard from Brendan Gibb-Gray (school governor) the distressing news that the wildlife pond at 
Emsworth Primary school was vandalised on the weekend of 14/15 May.  Drawers and logs were thrown 
into the pond, which lost all its water and the Common Newt population was destroyed.   
 
Herb Walk 
The weather calmed down considerably for the evening herb walk led by Steve Taylor, local herbalist at the 
Medicine Garden, on Tuesday 24 May.  Ten people (including 3 new members and a visitor from South 
Africa) had a very interesting walk round Brook Meadow as part of national Herbal Awareness week.  
Steve described the herbal uses of a number of plants growing in the meadow. He is part of the 
Ethnomedica research project which is an archive of traditional British plant lore and which aims to collect 
and preserve the medicinal plant traditions in Britain.  Steve said that common wildflowers have a lot of 
medicinal uses.   Report by Frances Jannaway   Please contact Steve if you wish to know more about this 
subject 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
A Grey Wagtail was seen on the river in the north-east corner of Brook Meadow.  A Little Egret was another 
visitor to the river.  On Tuesday, after the rain, I had a phone call from Mary Colbourne to say Swifts were 
flying around their house over-looking Emsworth Harbour.  I shot down there and found about 60 Swifts 
scything through the air, feeding on a glut of insects.  Quite an impressive sight.   
As expected, the Coot tower nest in the centre of Peter Pond has been washed away.   The Coots on 
Slipper Millpond are faring no better, with no sign of any chicks.  The Mute Swan family with 5 cygnets was 
on Dolphin Lake.   
Further afield, Ian Julian, a volunteer warden on Hayling Oysterbeds, told me the Ringed Plover is now a 
proud mother of triplets.  Sadly, the Little Terns do not seem to be nesting on the island again.  Ian also 
watched a Water Vole on the river on Brook Meadow and got some nice photos – on the web site.   
On Sunday, while doing my regular early morning BBS count at Fishbourne I found 2 Grey Partridges, a 
rare sight these days.  I have not seen one for 6 years!   
 
Wild flowers 
Brook Meadow is burgeoning with wild flowers and there are more to come.  Newly flowering this week 
were Lesser Stitchwort, Bramble, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Prickly Sow-thistle, Common Nettle and Yellow 
Iris.  There is a good crop of Bulbous Buttercup on the “Bramble” path in the South Meadow and the display 
of Meadow Buttercups on the North Meadow is as good as I have seen on Brook Meadow.  Also, more 
Ragged Robin is flowering in the North Meadow and the Lumley area.  Look out for the Goat's Beard on the 
Seagull Lane patch, but only open in the morning (“Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon”).   Greater Plantain leaves are 
now very prominent inside the south gate and Meadowsweet is in bud in the North Meadow.   
Further afield, the Southern Marsh Orchids are starting to emerge on Fishbourne Meadows.  Maybe one 
day we shall have some on Brook Meadow.  The Red Hot Pokers are flowering again on Thorney Island, 
north of the Little Deeps.   



 
 
 
 
Insects 
Butterflies continue to be scarce on Brook Meadow with only the resident Peacock in the Lumley area and 
a few Whites being reported this week.  However, the first Banded Demoiselles of the year were seen on 
Thursday 26 May, a little earlier than in previous years.  The male has bright blue body and a dark blue 
band across its wings, the female has green body with greenish wings.   
 
Grasses and sedges 
The grasses and sedges are also flourishing wildly on Brook Meadow!  Newly flowering this week were 
Yorkshire Fog, False Oat-grass, Marsh Foxtail (in the Lumley puddle), Smooth and Rough 
Meadow-grasses.   Two more sedges were out, taking the total found so far this year on Brook Meadow to 
11; these were Spiked Sedge on the eastern path through the North Meadow near the new Rowans and 
Common Spike-rush in the southern area of the North Meadow.  One sedge yet to emerge is Sea 
Club-rush which I found flowering on Thorney Island on Sunday.   
 
Puzzling Wood-rushes 
On Friday I joined Andy Brook, and his dog Bo, in Hollybank Woods to take some photos of the puzzling 
Wood-rushes.   I collected a few samples of each which I gave to Martin Rand, the new BSBI Botanical 
Recorder for South Hampshire, for his opinion.  I went on a very informative walk on Beacon Hill NNR, led 
by Martin on Saturday morning.   
 
Slow-worm 
On Thursday Debbie Robinson saw a lovely slow worm, sunning itself on the path between the end of 
Seagull Lane and the north bridge.  At first, Debbie thought it was dead because it did not respond to Erin, 
her dog, romping towards it.  However, it finally slithered off into the grass.   
 
Possible Ring Ouzel? 
On Thursday while walking along Locksash Road towards West Marden in West Sussex I heard a 
repeated "pee, pee, pee" call, coming from a copse about 200 yards away.  The copse is called 
Hatchgates at SU782130.  The notes were delivered in groups of 3 or 4 and were clear and loud, louder 
than a Song Thrush which was also singing at the time.  The last time I heard a call like this was in the 
Findhorn Valley in Scotland, and that was a Ring Ouzel.  
I went back the following day to try to see the bird and to get some recordings.  I did not see the bird, but it 
was still calling.  Comparing sonograms of the recorded calls with that of Ring Ouzel song showed them to 
be very similar, with 3/4 notes in a steady rhythm in the space of about 1 second, at a frequency just below 
4 kHz.  A recording of the song plus sonogram is on my personal web site at . . . 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  Scroll down to Friday. 
Birds of Sussex describes Ring Ouzel as a passage migrant, scarce in spring, often fairly common but 
local in autumn.  Spring passage is mainly March and April, tailing off into May.  May sightings do occur.  
Anyone got any ideas about what else this bird might be?  It’s not a Nuthatch or Song Thrush.  
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 20: May 16-22, 2005 

Membership and donations 
We have had 10 new members, taking the total to a dizzy 390. It's getting very close now!   
Linda Randall has made a donation of  £40 to pay for the new Alder Buckthorn trees in memory of her 
mother who used to live in Lumley Road.  The Havant Wildlife Group have made extra donations to cover 
the complete cost of both the original and new Rowans, plus tubes and stakes, which have been planted 
on the east side of Brook Meadow in memory of Gwynne Johnson.   
 
Herb Walk  
Local herbalist Steve Taylor will be leading one of his popular herb walks in Brook Meadow entitled 
“Meadow Medicine” on Tuesday 24th May, meeting in Palmers Road car park at 7pm.  The walk is free to 
members.  For non members the suggested donation is £3 per person, which effectively gives membership 
of Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  
 

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


Report on Wildlife Funday on Sunday 15 May 
With a team of 22 very willing and hard working volunteers, 5 dedicated and very enthusiastic workshop 
leaders and glorious weather, the 4th annual Wildlife Funday was set to be a great success. And with at 
least 460 visitors - it most certainly was! This year’s Wildlife Funday was part of Havant Borough’s ‘Making 
Waves’ Arts Festival 2005 and was funded by the Peoples Places Award Scheme  
The day started at 8am with a small group of volunteers getting all the equipment needed for the Funday 
onto the meadow. By 11am, when the Funday was due to start, we had put up a large marquee, 2 tents 
and 2 gazebos, decorated the entrances and the various footpaths to Brook Meadow with coloured 
balloons, put up signs on the surrounding roads to direct visitors to the car park and entrances, put up 
nature trail boards and direction arrows to mark the route and the 5 workshop leaders were ready to start.   
Willow Weaving workshops were given by Ganesh Kings with a choice of making bird feeders, stars, 
vases, snails or wreaths. Animal Sculpture workshops were taken by Jo Tester with a choice of making a 
Water Vole or a Stickleback fish.  Music and Song workshops given enthusiastically by Christina and 
Rachel and included making simple musical instruments mostly from natural and/or recycled products and 
singing songs to celebrate the earth.  It was lovely to hear music and song in the meadow.  Meanwhile, 
Johnathan Huet held an audience of adults and children enthralled with his colourful and enchanting “Tales 
of the Wildwood”.   Other traditional funday events included the ever-popular Wishing Stars decorated with 
glitter and hung with a wish on our wishing tree, the Nature Hunt and the Nature Trail.  All proved very 
popular, particularly with families with young children.  I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped to 
make this a fantastic Funday, especially Richard, Wally, Pat, Graham, Brian, Jil, Penny, Jean, Jim, Mary 
and Tony.  Report by Frances Jannaway.  (PS Thanks also to Frances) 
For a selection of the many photos I took on this lovely day in the meadow go to the web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Disabled access to Brook Meadow 
On Wednesday 18 May Brian, Frances, Pat and Graham met Rob Hill and Richard Sturgess (Access 
Officer at Havant Borough Council) to discuss provision for disabled access.  The following was agreed:  
1) Richard and Rob to design and arrange for the installation of a ramp and kissing gate at the south 
entrance to replace the present gate.  The final design to be discussed with the group before installation.   
2) Rob to arrange for the construction of a ramp behind the seat to enable wheelchair access up onto the 
causeway.  Richard thought the present paths were perfectly adequate for wheelchair navigation.  
3)  Some thought will be given to the provision of disabled access at the Lumley entrance.   
4)  A kissing gate at the north bridge would be a suitable replacement for the present unsatisfactory stile 
and barrier.  Just how this gate would be financed is yet to be decided.    
5)  Rob to arrange for the removal of the redundant “rhino post” at the end of Seagull Lane.   
 
Other news 
Sadly the leaflets box has been torn down from the signcase at the north bridge, though the box itself is not 
damaged.  Exactly the same thing happened to the other two leaflet boxes earlier in the year.  Looks like 
the same individual was responsible for all.  Another job for Graham Walsgrove.     
The travellers who have been in Palmer's Road Car Park for the past few weeks appear to have finally left.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Vole survey 
Bob Collins has sent me the results of the survey of Water Vole burrows carried out by the City of 
Portsmouth Boys School during their visit to Brook Meadow on 18 April 2005.  The survey covered the area 
from the north bridge to the south bridge and the graph plotted the number of burrows observed against the 
number of metres from the north bridge.  The burrows are well distributed along the whole stretch of the 
river, but they tend to cluster in the areas where Water Voles have been seen most frequently, ie around 
the gasholder and by the new fence.  The graph showing the results can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-740-water-vole-survey-city-boys-18.04.05.jpg 
 
Respect for wildlife 
On Wednesday morning I had the very good company of Rob Foord for my regular mooch around Brook 
Meadow.  We spent a very pleasant couple of hours walking around, listening to bird song and  looking at 
wild flowers, grasses, sedges, etc. following which we had coffee in the Pastoral Centre.  Rob works for 
Compassion in World Farming, which does good work in helping to change the awful practices of industrial 
farming. Let’s hope that Tony Blair’s new emphasis on respect extends to respect for animals, and to the 
whole natural world, if it comes to that.   
 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html
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Birds 
Song Thrush was singing on Brook Meadow for the first time after several weeks silence during the nesting 
season.  Rob Foord and I watched one eating a snail on the north path near the north bridge.  Walking back 
through Brook Meadow one evening, Jean and I saw a the blue flash of a Kingfisher flying down the river.  
Many young birds have left the nest and can be seen begging for food from harassed parents.  Angela 
Wilsher of Lumley Road told me that a pair of Blue Tits were feeding young in her 'sparrow' nesting box.   
On the millponds, a Mute Swan pair have been on Slipper Millpond, while the Peter Pond pair was on 
Dolphin Lake with their family of 5 cygnets still intact.  This pair were the first to hatch cygnets in the local 
area, followed by the Langstone Mill pair.   
Two Reed Warblers are still singing from the reeds on Peter Pond.  The Coot seemed OK on its ‘tower’ 
nest in the centre of the pond.  A single very young Coot chick was with its parent on the edge of Slipper 
Millpond on Monday, but not since.   
The track across the north of Thorney Island is currently a good place to hear and see both Cuckoo and 
Turtle Dove.  You should also find Sedge Warbler, Whitethroat and Cetti's Warbler there.  I was surprised 
to hear a Cetti's Warbler singing from the field behind the Sussex Brewery pub, where I have not heard one 
before.    
On Sunday I led a “Bird song walk” in Hollybank Woods for the Friends of HBW and a very enjoyable 
morning it was in these wonderful woods, so full of birds and other wildlife.  
 
Insects 
Still not many butterflies are on the wing, just Orange Tip, Brimstone and Peacock.  Rob Foord spotted the 
first Damselfly of the year beneath the south bridge, probably a Large Red.   
 
Wild flowers 
Newly flowering this week on Brook Meadow were Germander Speedwell, Ragged Robin, Cleavers, Wood 
Avens, Winter-cress, Beaked Hawk's-beard, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Smooth Sow-thistle.  
The fields behind Westbourne Avenue are covered with Bulbous Buttercups, the like of which I do not 
recall having seen here before.  Grey Sedge was flowering on Mill Lane near Westbourne and a densely 
tufted sedge, with sharply 3-angled stems and a panicle of spikelets, is flowering on the north side of the 
railway arch in Lumley Road; probably Spiked Sedge.  Ralph Hollins found Pellitory of the Wall in flower on 
the bridge wall of the Slipper Millpond.   There is some lovely Tamarisk in flower along our coast.    
 
Scarlet Malachite beetle 
Frances sent me details of a survey of a rare beetle called the Scarlet Malachite beetle, which lives in old 
meadows on Cow Parsley, which we must keep a look out for.  The web site www.buglife.org.uk  gives all 
information about the survey plus photos and ID clues about this beetle.    
 
For all the week’s wildlife photos, including one of Scarlet Malachite beetle, go to the group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 19: May 9-15, 2005 
Fantastic Funday 
The weather was absolutely perfect for the Wildlife Funday in Brook Meadow on Sunday and the crowds 
flocked in.  Everyone had a sticker as they came in to keep tabs on numbers.  Last year 255 attended, 
which we thought was good.  Well, this year we had an astonishing 460 people on the meadow and more 
may well have slipped in without a sticker.  All 50 nature hunt and trail question forms ran out by 
mid-afternoon.  It was hectic.  Everyone I spoke to thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  All the activities were 
immensely popular with “Full” notices quickly going up for willow weaving and animal sculptures.  New 
events were storytelling and singing which the children just loved.  Frances will write a full report of the 
Funday, but I must say a big “thank you” to all those volunteers who helped and, particularly, to Frances for 
organising the whole event (and the volunteers!).   And to end the afternoon with a radio to my ears,  a loyal 
Pomey fan, listening to Southampton being relegated with Harry and Jim.  What joy!  
 
Work session on Thursday 12 May 
Nine volunteers (Frances, Richard, Brian, Wally, Graham, Pat, Jennifer, Lyle and Penny) turned up for the 
extra work session on a lovely sunny morning.  The main job was to cut two small areas in the central 
meadow for tents for the Funday.  The steps were also given a trim.  We also tidied up after the rather 
drastic strimming work which HBC had carried out along the main paths earlier this week.  We cleared 

http://www.buglife.org.uk/
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recently planted trees of encroaching vegetation and watered and mulched the Blackthorns, Alder 
Buckthorns and Rowan trees which were planted last week. Taking care of newly planted trees is a very 
important task and we intend to make this part of every work session.  
 
Paths strimmed 
We were disappointed to find the paths through Brook Meadow had been strimmed by council workers on 
Monday, despite our agreement with HBC that no strimming would take place until requested by the Brook 
Meadow Conservation Group.  However, in the end this unrequested strimming was not such a bad thing 
with all those people attending the Funday on Sunday.   
 
Travellers return 
I did report last week that the travellers (the Murphys) had left Palmer's Road Car Park, but they have 
returned and are very noisy with their loud car radios blazing out.  On Sunday I was also told that two other 
groups had joined them, but had left.  Clearly the situation is in flux.   
 
Motor cycle on Brook Meadow.  
During an evening walk through Brook Meadow I found 6 teenagers congregated around the seat with a 
motor cycle parked on the grass in front of the seat.  I warned them that motor cycling was not allowed on 
the site to which they replied that they had pushed the vehicle onto the meadow to avoid it being stolen by 
the travellers.  This might have been the case since shortly afterwards I saw them leaving by the south 
path, pushing the motor cycle, and exiting via the south gate.   
 
A ticking off 
Last week I mentioned that we had found an unused bird’s nest during the clearance work below the 
causeway.  Well, quite rightly, we got a ticking off from Charlotte Murray of the Environment Agency who 
pointed out that we need to be really careful about cutting areas of dense vegetation at this time of year.  
This is because all wild breeding birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended by CROW 2000.  Thanks for the timely warning Charlie.  It won’t happen again.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Mute Swan hatching 
The big local bird news of the past week was the arrival of 5 Mute Swan cygnets on Peter Pond.   The eggs 
began hatching on Tuesday 10 May and the cygnets remained in the nest until Friday 13 May when I found 
mother and 5 cygnets on Slipper Millpond.  Since there were 8 eggs, and with nothing now visible in the 
empty nest, 3 cygnets were lost, probably taken by foxes.  One of the cygnets is a pale “Polish” variety; you 
may recall the pair produced 2 all white “Polish” cygnets in a brood of 5 last year.  Photo on web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-741-mute-swan-cygnets-1-slipper-mp-xx-13.05.05.jpg 
Other bird news 
House Sparrows and Starlings have been particularly prominent on Brook Meadow this week, no doubt 
hunting for insects for their hungry nestlings.  Several people have commented on the unusual behaviour 
of the Sparrows, which have been seen hovering over the tall grasses, before dropping down in a lark-like 
fashion.  I watched a Carrion Crow chasing, but failing to catch, a House Sparrow, in the manner of a 
Sparrowhawk.  Young Starlings have been in my back garden this week, begging for food from their 
parents.   On Brook Meadow, Whitethroat, Blackcap and Chiffchaff have made their presence felt with their 
repetitive songs.  Swifts and Swallows have been seen hunting for insects overhead.  John Vickers saw a 
Goldcrest in the trees near the north bridge.  I watched a Carrion Crow chasing, but failing to catch, a 
House Sparrow.  Penny Aylett heard and saw a Cuckoo in the trees behind her house in The Rookery.  
(Fred Portwin has been away, so it must be real)   
 
Other millpond news 
Sadly, the local Coots are not doing nearly so well on the breeding front.  Although, Coot chicks were seen 
on Slipper Millpond a couple of weeks ago, they have all disappeared, probably down the throats of the 
Herring Gulls which have been lurking around the area.  However, there is new nesting activity on the raft 
nearest the bridge, so they are having another go.  The Coot pair on Peter Pond are doing no better.  They 
lost their nest in the reedbeds and are now resorting to the forlorn strategy of building a nest in the centre 
of the pond, where it always gets washed away.  The first Mallard ducklings (3 of them) were on Dolphin 
Lake with their mother on Monday, but I have not seen them since.   
 
Plants 
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Several wild flowers were showing for the first time on Brook Meadow this week.  Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, 
Common Vetch and Goat's Beard are flowering in the Seagull Lane patch and Three-cornered Leek in 
Palmer's Road Copse.  There now plenty of Red Clover on Brook Meadow, but no Ragged Robin as yet.   
Spotted Medick is flowering on the Gooseberry Cottage drive and Germander Speedwell, Bulbous 
Buttercup and Thyme-leaved Speedwell by the Lumley gate.   
Off Brook Meadow, Beaked Hawk's-beard, with orangey-red stripes on the outside of the petals, is 
flowering on the A259 edge of Peter Pond and Wood Avens on the footpath behind Lillywhite's Garage 
where the dreaded Japanese Knotweed is strengthening its grip again.  Pineappleweed and Wall Barley 
are flowering for the first time this year on the edge of the Town Millpond in Bath Road.   
 
Orchids galore 
This has been a bumper year for the Early-purple Orchids in Hollybank Woods.  I did my annual orchid 
count this week and came up with a total of 498 flower spikes.  This is a big increase on my counts of 
previous years which were 255 in 2004, 270 in 2003 and 250 in 2002.   It has also been a very good year 
for Bluebells in Hollybank Woods.  There are two large areas well worth a visit, both in the eastern section 
of the woodland, one along the northerly path and the other more impressive area on the southerly path.  
 
Fungus 
Several caps of St George's Mushroom were on the Centre Meadow.  This is a soft white mushroom, 
traditionally found on April 23rd, St George’s Day, though more frequently maturing a week or so later.   
 
Insects 
Still surprisingly few butterflies are on the wing.  Orange Tips are most numerous with a the occasional 
Speckled Wood and Small Tortoiseshell.  Wally saw a couple of Holly Blues on Sunday and the regular 
Peacock is still patrolling the Lumley area.  I found a light brown Shield Bug on Common Nettles with a 
distinctive diamond-shaped mark on its rear end.  I have tentatively identified it as a Squash Bug (Coreus 
marginatus), so called because they are pests of squashes in N America.  Photo at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-742-squash-bug-bm-xx-09.05.05.jpg 
 
Peregrines at Chichester 
The Peregrines at Chichester Cathedral now have four small young which hatched around 4th and 5th 
May.    Graham Roberts sent some photos, one of which, showing a parent tending to the young, can be 
seen on the web site at . .  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-741-peregrine-nest-chichester-06.05.05.jpg 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 18: May 2-8, 2005 
Membership 
Emsworth Primary school joined this week, taking the total membership 379. 
 
Wildlife Funday 2005 
This year's Wildlife Funday is part of the 'Breaking Waves 2005'  Havant Arts Festival and will take place in 
Brook Meadow on Sunday 15th May from 11am to 5pm.   We look forward to having a great turnout.  Let’s 
see if we can beat last year’s record attendance of 255.  Looking forward to seeing you there.  Families are 
especially welcome.  Frances is still looking for volunteers to help with various tasks so contact her if you 
can help. Phone 01243 430314, or email  brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Workday – Thursday 5th May 
Nine volunteers (Brian, Frances, Pat, Graham, Jil, Jennifer, Lyle, Tony Wootton and Tony Wilkinson) 
worked very hard on a lovely sunny morning.  Two main tasks were achieved: 1) the new Rowans and 
Alder Buckthorns were planted (see below for details) and 2) the area in front of the seat was mown in 
preparation for the Wildlife Funday.  The clearance work will be completed during the next special workday 
on Thursday 12th May.  Please come along and help if you can, meeting at 10am at the Lumley gate. 
 
New tree plantings 
During the workday on 5th May, another 15 Rowan saplings were planted on the east side of the North 
Meadow to replace the ones that had been nibbled by deer, making 20 in all, all protected with tubes and 
stakes.  These trees were donated by the Havant Wildlife Group in memory of Gwynne Johnson, a 
well-known and widely respected local naturalist and a very good friend to the Brook Meadow 
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Conservation Group.  The Rowans should provide excellent berries for birds and may (hopefully) in years 
to come attract Waxwings to Brook Meadow.  Another 15 Alder Buckthorn saplings were also planted in 
the area below the causeway to replace the ones from an earlier planting that had died.   
 
Access to Brook Meadow 
We have received a complaint about the barrier across the entrance to the north bridge at the end of 
Seagull Lane.  A block of wood was positioned there many years ago by the Council, presumably to 
prevent motor cycles getting onto the meadow.  However, it would also appear to prevent disabled access.  
We shall be meeting with Richard Sturgess, the Access Officer at Havant Borough Council, on 18 May to 
discuss with whole issue concerning access to Brook Meadow.   
 
Other news 
The recently renewed commemorative plaque on the north bridge has warped and is lifting up which 
makes it vulnerable to vandalism.  It could do with being refitted, probably with an extra screw.  Thankfully, 
the travellers have left Palmer's Road Car Park.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS  
Water Voles  
Visitors to Brook Meadow continue to be entertained by our resident Water Voles. Roger Mills had a 
particularly good view of one Thursday 5th May on the river bank at rear of the AD Williams Compound.  
“We watched for about ten minutes while it swam a couple of times, first of all disturbed by the two 
moorhens that seem to be living at that spot, and then went back to hole for a bit of grooming and grub. 
Excellent.”  A less pleasant sighting for Roger was a Brown Rat on the causeway between the seat and 
large gorse bush.  Roger added, “Cow Parsley brilliant this year” and I could not agree more.   
The Water Voles can be seen at any point along the River Ems as far north as the railway and at any time 
during the day.   This is a particularly good time of the year to see them; they will become less easy to see, 
as vegetation grows tall on the river banks.  I am keeping a log of sightings, so please let me know if you 
see any with location, date and time.  You can keep up to date with vole sightings by visiting the dedicated 
Water Vole page on the group web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html   
 
Butterflies 
There has been a glut of Orange Tip butterflies on Brook Meadow, with females much in dominance.  Only 
male Orange Tips have orange wing tips, females are mainly white with mottled green underwings.    
Local bird news 
On the Town Millpond we still have the resident flock of 50 or so non-breeding Mute Swans plus a few 
Mallard and Coot and the lone Canada Goose.  On Peter Pond, the Mute Swan has been brooding 8 eggs 
for the last month and hatching time is very very close.  A Coot has a nest nearby and 2 Reed Warblers 
were singing from the reedbeds.   On Slipper Millpond, a Coot with young is on the raft near the bridge and 
another Coot with young is on the raft at the southern end of the pond.    
On Brook Meadow,  breeding birds are singing well, including our three summer visitors, Whitethroat, 
Blackcap and Chiffchaff.  I watched Starlings behaving unusually, catching insects in flight, in the manner 
of Swallows.  Tony Wootton saw 8 Swifts over Brook Meadow during the workday.  The first Swift report for 
this year was dated Apr 11 and they have been widely reported since Apr 15 (courtesy Ralph Hollins).  
Fred Portwin heard the first local Cuckoo behind his house on Lumley Road on April 29.   
On Thorney Island I heard the soft purring of a Turtle Dove perched on overhead electric cables.  A 
Whimbrel was feeding on the shore near the marina and I heard a Greenshank calling.  About 20 
Black-tailed Godwits were on the flooded field north of Little Deeps where a pair of Lapwing was 
displaying.    
 
Mystery bird’s nest 
What looked like an unused bird’s nest was uncovered during the cutting of  dense vegetation in the area 
below the causeway.  The nest had a cup-like structure, woven mainly from pieces of dried grass, and was 
decorated with small bits of white down.  The nest measured 10cm diameter and the nest cavity was 5cm.   
Looking at various possibilities in my only book on bird’s nests (‘Nesting Birds’ by Reade and Hoskins), the 
best fit I could find was Whitethroat, the nest of which is described as . .  “Hidden in dense cover, usually 
1-2 ft above the ground; male builds trial nests, female may accept one or they may both build another.  A 
deepish cup, often lined with black hair and decorated with white down.”  I would appreciate any other 
ideas.  A photo of nest can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-744-whitehroat-nest-bm-x-05.05.05.jpg 
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Plant news 
Walking through Brook Meadow is a great joy and the next few weeks should see an explosion of wild 
flowers.  At present, there is a fine display of Cow Parsley along the main river path and there is a carpet of 
Buttercups across the North Meadow.  Meadow Buttercups tend to stand taller than Creeping Buttercups.  
In the wetter areas, look out for the delicate lilac flowers of Cuckooflower.  There are some very handsome 
Common Comfrey plants, some with white flowers and others with purple flowers.  Red Clover has just 
started to flower and Ragged Robin should be out very shortly.  The pretty white flowers in the river are 
Stream Water-crowfoot.  Other recently flowering plants include Hedge Mustard, Daisies, Herb-Robert, 
Winter-cress and Ribwort Plantain.  Off the meadow, Greater Celandine  is in flower at the east end of the 
footpath from Seagull Lane to Lumley Mill and Tree Mallow on the east side of Slipper Millpond.  
 
Grasses and Sedges 
Grasses are growing rapidly on Brook Meadow.  Meadow Foxtail is the most prominent of the grasses with 
its cylindrical flower spikes.  Many of the other grasses also have flower spikes, including Tall Fescue, 
Barren Brome, Soft Brome, Cocksfoot and False Oat-grass.   
Many of our valuable sedges are flowering in the area above the causeway, including an abundance of the 
highly prized Divided Sedge.  Less prominent are False Fox Sedge, Hairy Sedge and Distant Sedge, while 
Lesser and Greater Pond Sedges are out on the banks of the River Ems and the Lumley Stream.  
Pendulous Sedge is flowering in Palmer's Road Copse and Grey Sedge and Wood Sedge can be seen 
outside the entrance to Rookery Cottage on Lumley Road.   
The sterile green stems of Field Horsetail are coming up in the North Meadow, replacing the earlier cones.  
A Male Fern is growing beneath the concrete support on the edge of the Lumley Stream.   
 
Tree news 
The Crack Willows have their fresh green leaves and dull green female catkins. The extra long yellow 
catkins are showing well on the Golden Willows in the plantations, while the female Goat Willows are now 
shedding their fluffy seeds.  New green cones are forming on the Alders alongside last year’s dark brown 
cones.  The Elder is also flowering on the main river path.   
Some trees are in poor condition, including our one and only White Willow inside south gate which has few 
leaves and several dead branches.  The Blackthorn whips in the north-east corner are also ailing and one 
of the planted Oaks on the North Meadow looks dead.  
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 17: April 25 - May 1, 2005 

Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group continues to move steadily towards our new target 
of 400.  Four new members this week brought the total to 378, so there is not far to go.  If you know anyone 
who uses Brook Meadow and who is concerned to protect these lovely semi-wild places, then urge them to 
join.  They might even be lucky enough to get a prize for being the 400th member.  Emsworth Primary 
School, following their visit Brook Meadow, are also planning to join the Conservation Group.  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
The Brook Meadow exhibition which ran from 26 March to 24 April in Emsworth Museum was widely 
appreciated and acknowledged as a resounding success.  Over the 5 weekends the museum was open 
the exhibition had a total of 320 visitors.  If you went we hope you enjoyed the experience.  A special 
appreciation to Frances Jannaway for organising the event and to all the volunteers who helped set up and 
dismantle the exhibition and to all those who manned the room.   
 
Travellers in Palmer's Road Car Park  
We were alerted by HBC to the presence of travellers in Palmer's Road Car Park with the information that 
they were taking the usual steps to evict them.  It was with some relief that I found there was only one 
caravan and a truck in the south east corner of the car park on Sunday morning.  The truck announced 
Murphys Drives.  Very loud music was blaring out, no doubt disturbing the elderly residents of Meadow 
Court.  I had a cheery good morning from a very Irish Mr Murphy as I walked past.  Want your drive done?    
 
Wildlife Funday 2005 
This year's Wildlife Funday is part of the 'Making Waves 2005'  Havant Arts Festival and will take place in 
Brook Meadow on Sunday 15 May from 11am to 5pm.  Frances is seeking volunteers to help with various 



tasks, such as, putting up posters, erecting the marquee, gazebos and tents, decorating the entrances with 
balloons, manning the entrance gate, giving out and collecting nature hunt sheets, manning the BMCG 
stall, taking bookings for the workshops, looking after the refreshments table, helping with the wishing 
stars, taking bookings for the storytelling and singing sessions.  Please contact her if you can help. Even a 
couple of hours will be very useful.  Phone 01243 430314, or email  brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Workdays 
Two main jobs will need to be done on the next workdays.  Cutting and clearing the area in the Centre 
Meadow in preparation for the Wildlife Funday and planting new Rowan and Alder Buckthorn trees.  The 
Rowans will replace those nibbled away by deer.  The next workday will be Thursday 5th May (election 
day).  The scheduled workday on Sunday 15th clashes with the Funday and has been moved forward to 
Thursday 12th May to enable us to complete these jobs.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles 
We continue to have many Water Vole sightings from the River Ems.  They can be seen at any point along 
the River Ems as far north as the railway and at any time during the day.  I am keeping a log of sightings, so 
please let me know if you see any with location, date and time.   
You can keep up to date with vole sightings by visiting the dedicated Water Vole page on the group web 
site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html   
 
Mystery animal 
I had a query from Bob Collins of the City of Portsmouth Boys School about a mystery animal 
photographed by one of his students with his mobile phone during their visit to Brook Meadow on Monday 
18 April.  Bob said it was on dark ground, presumably enjoying the radiated heat.  He thought it too damp  
for lizards. They also found three spined sticklebacks, which is their breeding season.  The photo was not 
good quality, but showed a long thin creature which looked a bit like an Eel.  There are certainly Eels in the 
River Ems and they do occasionally come out of the water and move over land.   
If anyone can throw any light on this mystery the photo can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-747-mystery-animal-bobcollins-bm-18.04.05.jpg 
White-faced Whistling Duck  
After returning from holiday, I had a quick walk round Brook Meadow at about 8pm on Saturday evening 
(30 April) and I noticed a strange duck with a pair of Mallard on the river bank near the new fence.  It had a 
very distinctive white face with dark rear of head which reminded me of the whistling ducks at Arundel 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust.   I looked it up when I got home and confirmed it as a White-faced Whistling 
Duck, native of tropical Africa and America.    
It was certainly a first for Brook Meadow, though equally certainly not a wild bird.  It must have come from 
a collection somewhere.  I took some photos, but it was much too dark.  However, Mary Colbourne also 
saw the bird a little earlier that evening at 6pm and sent me a better photo, which can be seen on the web 
site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-747-white-faced-wh-duck-mary-30.04.05.jpg   
I have kept an eye out for the bird, but have not seen it again since Saturday.  I would appreciate any other 
sightings of this bird.   
 
Other bird news  
Three Whitethroat and at least 3 Blackcap were singing on Sunday and Monday, but Chiffchaff were silent.  
At least 2 recently fledged young Mistle Thrushes were on the path through Palmer's Road Copse with 
their parents.  A pair of Long-tailed Tits appear to be nesting near the north path.  The pair of Moorhen are 
still on the river in Palmer's Road Copse and the solitary Moorhen is in front of the gasholder.   
Dave Lee told me he had heard a Cuckoo to the east of Slipper Millpond, the first in the local area.   Ralph 
Hollins reports Turtle Dove has been heard on Thorney Island.  
 
Birds on the millponds 
On Peter Pond, the Mute Swan is still sitting on the nest, but hatching time must be very close.  The Coot 
is on nest nearby and a Reed Warbler was singing in northern reed beds.   
On Slipper Millpond, a Coot with young is on the raft near the bridge and another Coot with young is on the 
southern raft.  A third Coot is sitting on a nest next to a post near Chequers Quay.  Brendan Gibb-Gray 
reported that the pair of Tufted Ducks was back on Slipper Mill pond on Monday 25 April and looked in fine 
fettle.  But there was no sign of them on Sunday 1 May.    
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Butterflies  
There were plenty of butterflies on the wing over the holiday weekend.  At least 6 Orange Tips were flying.   
Males have orange wing tips, females have white upper wings and both sexes have mottled green 
underwings.   They tend to be smaller than the other three white butterflies.  Other butterflies seen included 
Speckled Wood, Holly Blue, Large White and Green-veined White.  The metallic blue Flea Beetles can be 
found on the vegetation in various parts of the meadow.   
 
Plants 
Many wild flowers are now widespread on Brook Meadow, including, Cow Parsley (wonderful displays 
along the main river path), Cuckooflower, White Dead-nettle, Garlic Mustard, Creeping Buttercup, Lesser 
Celandine, Meadow Foxtail (many with anthers).  Other recently flowering plants include Hoary Cress, 
Barren Brome, Common Comfrey, Stream Water-crowfoot, Fescue grass, Lesser Pond Sedge on river 
banks, Pendulous Sedge in Palmer's Road Copse and Himalayan Balsam on the edge of Palmer's Road 
Car Park.  The new Alder cones are now forming on trees.   The sterile green stems of Field Horsetail can 
now be seen on the North Meadow, replacing the earlier cones.   
 
News from Ralph Hollins  
The Tree Mallows and Spurge beside Slipper Road are now in flower.  The Hedgerow Cranesbill has 
started flowering on the outer seawall of the marina (among a great mass of Black Mustard not yet in 
flower), and if you want to see the Small-flowered Cranesbill there is a good show of it on the north side of 
Warblington Road outside the gate of number 35 (just before you reach Clovelly Road).  As there is a lot of 
Dove's Foot along there you can compare the two - I don't think you will have difficulty in seeing that it is 
'small flowered' even before you check the hairs on the flower pedicels. 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 16:  Apr 18-24, 2005 

Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group continues to move steadily towards our new target 
of 400.  The current total stands at 374, so there is not far to go.  If you know anyone who is uses Brook 
Meadow and who is concerned to protect these lovely semi-wild places, then urge them to join.  They might 
even be lucky enough to get a prize for being the 400th member.   
 
City of Portsmouth Boys School visit 
This week we had two visits from local schools to Brook Meadow.  On Monday April 18, approximately 25 
boys and 3 staff from the City of Portsmouth Boys School visited Brook Meadow all day for educational 
projects.  Their science teacher, Bob Collins, had organised several projects for the boys, including river 
depth/width profiles at several places, invertebrate survey, distribution of water vole burrows along the 
bank, quadrat work at several places, lichen distribution on trees, soil pH, mole hill survey and rates of flow 
in stream.  I was there for the morning session to help out as best I could and took some photos.  Pam 
Charles also came to help out with plant identification and David Search was present for the afternoon 
session.  Bob said he would communicate anything of interest that was found, though he stressed that the 
main purpose of the exercise was to introduce the boys to methods of study in a conservation environment, 
rather than producing results.  From what I could see the boys had a great time on the various projects, 
including those who waded down the river with measuring instruments and notebooks.  They were 
remarkably well organised and very polite!   
 
Emsworth Primary School visit 
The weather was fine and sunny when volunteers showed two groups of 45 children (8-9 years old) round 
Brook Meadow on the afternoons of 20 and 21 April. This visit was part of the school curriculum topic 
‘Rivers’.  Frances had met Sue Todd (teacher at Emsworth Primary) the previous Friday for a site visit to 
discuss the route and other arrangements for the school visit. The children were split into 3 groups of 15 
each accompanied by at least two adults (teacher, teaching assistant, school governor). BMCG provided 3 
guides: Frances, Jennifer and Wally to take the groups round the meadow. 
The children followed the course of the River Ems through Brook Meadow and then across to Lumley 
Stream and Peter Pond. They were told anecdotes about the history of the River Ems and the surrounding 
area. Most of the children were fortunate to get very good sightings of Water Vole, Brown Trout, Mallard, 
Moorhen, Coot, Swan sitting on its nest and Mistle Thrush. Sue Todd was given notes, maps and photos of 
the River Ems as background information. This is the first guided visit that Emsworth Primary School has 



made to Brook Meadow and we hope it will be the first of many more in the future. Thanks to Brendan 
Gibb-Gray (school governor) for arranging this visit.  Report by Frances Jannaway  
 
Wildlife Funday 2005 
This year's wildlife funday event will be part of the 'Breaking Waves 2005'  Havant Arts Festival and will 
take place on Sunday 15 May from 11am to 5pm.  Frances is seeking volunteers to help with various tasks, 
such as, putting up posters, erecting the marquee, gazebos and tents, decorating the entrances with 
balloons, manning the entrance gate, giving out and collecting nature hunt sheets, manning the BMCG 
stall, taking bookings for the workshops, looking after the refreshments table, helping with the wishing 
stars, taking bookings for the storytelling and singing sessions.  Please let Frances know if you can help 
and for how long.  Even a couple of hours will be very useful.  Phone 01243 430314, or email  
brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
This weekend is your last chance to see the much acclaimed “Brook Meadow Through the Ages” exhibition 
in Emsworth Museum.  The museum will be open on Saturday 23 April from 10:30 to 4:30 and on Sunday 
from 2:30 to 4:30  If you have not yet been, why not pay a visit.  You will be impressed. 
 
Workdays 
Two main jobs will need to be done on the next workdays.  Cutting and clearing the area in the Centre 
Meadow in preparation for the Wildlife Funday and planting the new Rowan and Alder Buckthorn trees.  
The next workday will be Thursday 5th May (election day).  The scheduled workday on Sunday 15th has 
been moved forward to Thursday 12th May to enable us to complete these jobs.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles 
We continue to have many Water Vole sightings from the River Ems.  They can be seen at any point along 
the River Ems as far north as the railway and at any time during the day.  One evening this week while 
looking for Water Voles I saw my first bats of the year, probably Pipistrelles,  flying over the River Ems.  
You can keep up to date with vole sightings by visiting the dedicated Water Vole page on the group web 
site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html   
 
Birds 
All three of our summer visitors were going great guns on the meadow in the past week, as they establish 
their territories and try to attract mates.  This week I heard 3 Whitethroat, 3 Chiffchaff and an astonishing 6 
Blackcaps.  Blackcaps are particularly numerous this year.   A pair of Mistle Thrushes are nesting in one of 
the Crack Willows north of the south bridge.  They are particularly noisy birds, listen for their rattle calls.   I 
watched a Grey Wagtail bobbing away on the weed in the river near the north bend.  A very fine male 
Kestrel flew low over the meadow, showing well its chestnut brown back, grey head and grey tail and a 
black subterminal band across the tail.  I saw a Blue Tit entering one of the nest boxes (No. 2) in Palmer's 
Road Copse.  Further afield Nightingales are singing in Marlpit Lane at Woodmancote.   
 
Birds on the millponds 
On Slipper Millpond, the first red-headed Coot chick of the year was clearly visible on the raft nearest the 
Hermitage Bridge.  The Coot on the south raft is still sitting tight.  I found a splendid pair of Mediterranean 
Gulls on the pond on Monday.  Brendan Gibb-Gray tells me the Tufted Duck pair are on Slipper Millpond.   
On Peter Pond, the Mute Swan is still sitting tight on her nest in the reedbeds, much watched by passers 
by.  Robin Pottinger told me he saw at least 7 eggs in the nest which is good news.  A Reed Warbler has 
been singing from the reedbeds to the north of the pond, but the Reed Bunting that was there appears to 
have gone.  Look out for Common Terns fishing in the harbour.   
 
Insects 
I saw the first Speckled Woods of the year on the Nettles near the south bridge - almost exactly the same 
time as in previous years.  That makes 8 butterflies seen so far this year on Brook Meadow: Speckled 
Wood, Brimstone, Small White, Holly Blue, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Red Admiral and Peacock.  
Orange Tip should be the next one to show on the meadow.  The best areas for butterflies are around the 
nettles in the north-east corner of the meadow and along the path round the wet Lumley area.   
There are hundreds of Ladybirds on the Nettle leaves, both 7-spot and 2-spot.   
 
Plants 
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Wild flowers are springing up daily.  Cuckooflowers are now showing particularly well on the Lumley side of 
the meadow and there is a nice plant of Garlic Mustard flowering on the river bank beneath the north 
bridge.   Creeping Buttercups are becoming more prominent on the North Meadow, but are still vastly 
outnumbered by Lesser Celandines.  I found a Three-cornered Leek (Alium triquetrum) hiding away behind 
the large Ivy bush at the Seagull Lane gate.   The sapling Cherry near the doggie bin on the Seagull Lane 
patch has pretty white flowers.  Common Field Speedwell is flowering well in the north-east corner of the 
meadow opposite the tunnel under the railway.  Lords and Ladies spadix was showing in Palmer's Road 
Copse.  There is a very nice show of Ivy-leaved Toadflax on the wall of the new Belcher Frost Solicitors in 
West Street.   All the trees are now sprouting leaves, including the three Black Poplars and all the Willows.   
Flower spikes of Meadow Foxtail are now showing well in many parts of the meadow, but none with yellow 
anthers as yet.  However, the upper male spikelets on the Greater Pond Sedge near the Lumley Stream 
are showing anthers.  The Field Horsetail cones in the North Meadow have disappeared as fast as they 
came.   
 
New Rowan trees browsed by deer 
Last week I reported with pride that 15 young Rowan saplings had been planted on the east side of Brook 
Meadow.  Well, imagine my dismay when I went to have a look at them on Tuesday morning, to find the 
tops of all but 2 of them had been nibbled off, presumably by visiting deer.  I consulted with Nigel Johnson 
who thought it might be best to start again with fresh plants, but this time we must protect them from the 
ravages of the deer.  Plants, plus tubes and stakes have been ordered from Alba Trees.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 15:  Apr 11-17, 2005 

New fence 
On Wednesday 13 April a second fence was erected in Palmer's Road Copse, overlooking the river bank, 
by Steve Hartley and his brother-in-law Chris of Mayland Garden Services.  As with the first fence, this one 
is designed to prevent people from using the low river bank as a path, thereby damaging the Water Vole 
burrows.    
Interestingly, Chris told me they had planted Golden Willows (Salix alba 'vitellina') on the south side of the 
Seagull Lane patch several years ago, mainly to screen the factory buildings.   These are the Willows 
whose shoots glow orange in the winter sunshine.   
 
Workday – Sunday April 17 
Six people attended the work session on a sunny, but chilly Sunday morning:  Pat, Graham, Linda, Lesley, 
Wally and Brian.  Three main jobs were completed.   
(1) 15 Rowan trees were planted in memory of Gwynne Johnson.  The trees, about 1 ft tall, were planted in 
a zigzag pattern about 10 feet apart in an open area on the east side of the North Meadow, where they 
should grow well and provide a fine display of foliage and berries in the future.  They may even attract 
Waxwings!   The area around the plants was cleared using the power scythe and grass cuttings placed 
around the bases of the trees as mulch and to keep the weeds down.  We shall need to make sure we look 
after these saplings better than the poor Alder Buckthorns we planted a few years ago below the 
causeway.  
(2) A barrier using tree cuttings was created along the low west bank of the river through Palmer's Road 
Copse.  The aim of this is to keep people off this river bank where Water Voles burrows can be damaged.   
(3) The steps behind the seat were weeded and filled with gravel.   
 
Rowans for Brook Meadow 
The 15 native Rowans (mountain ash) (Sorbus aucuparia) were donated by the Havant Wildlife Group to 
be planted on Brook Meadow in memory of Gwynne Johnson.  They were purchased from the Native Tree 
web site of the Woodland Trust.   
To quote the web site: “The plants have been raised from British seed collections, providing plants better 
suited to UK conditions. All plants have been raised in the unique Rootrainer system which encourages 
healthy, well-directed roots without any of the spiralling and subsequent instability often found in traditional 
pot-grown plants.  Although the plants will generally be smaller than traditional garden centre stock they 
have an excellent fibrous, well formed root system. This will enable them to establish quickly and catch up 
with taller more expensive plants - making them an extremely cost effective alternative.”  
http://www.internova.co.uk/nativetreeshop/default.asp 
 
Wildlife Funday 2005 
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This year's wildlife funday event will be part of the 'Breaking Waves 2005'  Havant Arts Festival and will 
take place on Sunday 15 May from 11am to 5pm.  Frances is desperate for volunteers to help with various 
tasks, such as, putting up posters, erecting the marquee, gazebos and tents, decorating the entrances with 
balloons, manning the entrance gate, giving out and collecting nature hunt sheets, manning the BMCG 
stall, taking bookings for the workshops, looking after the refreshments table, helping with the wishing 
stars, taking bookings for the storytelling and singing sessions.  Please let Frances know if you can help 
and for how long.  Even a couple of hours will be very useful.   
Frances Jannaway: phone 01243 430314, or email  brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
School visits 
We shall be having two school visits to Brook Meadow in the next week.  On Monday 18 April Bob Collins 
will be bringing 25 boys plus 3 staff from Hilsea Boys School in Portsmouth from 0945 to 1430.  They will 
be carrying out a number of projects, including, river depth/width profiles at several places, invertebrate 
survey, distribution of water vole burrows along the bank, quadrat work, lichen distribution on trees, soil 
pH,  mole hill survey and rates of flow in stream.  Phew, that sounds like a good day’s work!   
Then on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons two groups of 45 children from Emsworth Primary School 
will visit Brook Meadow.  Frances, Jennifer, Graham and Wally will be there to act as guides while I shall be 
on hand for wildlife identification if required.     
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
We continue to receive very favourable comments from visitors to the “Brook Meadow Through the Ages” 
exhibition in Emsworth Museum.  If you have not yet visited the exhibition, then hurry because it runs only 
for one more week.  The museum will be open on Saturday 23 April from 10:30 to 4:30 and on Sunday from 
2:30 to 4:30  If you have not yet been, why not pay a visit.  You will be impressed.  

 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Birds 
The big bird news of the week was the arrival of the Whitethroat on Brook Meadow, bang on time.  There 
were at least 2 birds singing their short scratchy song on the meadow during the workday on Sunday 
morning.  There were also at least 4 Blackcaps and 3 Chiffchaff singing.  A Mistle Thrush is a regular on the 
meadow, showing its white under-wings as it flies.  A Stock Dove was calling from Lumley Road copse.   
On Sunday a flock of about 30 mainly juvenile Herring Gulls flew over the meadow towards the millponds.   
Fred Portwin reported young Collared Dove fledglings in a nest in a neighbour’s garden tree.  
 
Birds on the millponds 
I heard and saw both Reed Warbler and Reed Bunting on several occasions this week in the reedbeds to 
the north of Peter Pond.   A Coot pair has made a nest on the edge of the reeds in the SW corner of Peter 
Pond, just north of the Mute Swan nest.  It looks high enough to avoid the tides and a Coot has been sitting 
tight.   
On Tuesday, a pair of Tufted Duck was back on Slipper Millpond, where we last saw them in February.  I 
wonder if they will stay?  Down on Thorney Island, Sedge and Cetti's Warblers can be heard and 
sometimes spotted!    
 
Water Voles 
We continue to have Water Vole sightings from Brook Meadow.  During the Workday on Sunday, two 
ladies walking through the meadow told us with great excitement about their first ever sighting of a Water 
Vole swimming in the river near the new fence.  I wonder how many people have had this magical 
experience this year?   You can keep up to date with all local sightings by visiting the dedicated Water Vole 
page on the group web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html   
 
Insects 
Butterflies remain pretty scarce.  I have been away for a few days, but the only ones I saw on Brook 
Meadow this week were 2 Small Whites and 2 Small Tortoiseshells.  After the workday on Sunday, Pat and 
Graham Walsgrove noticed a lovely blue butterfly flying near the south bridge on edge of copse by river.  It 
had pale blue underwings with tiny spots and was almost certainly the first Holly Blue of the year for Brook 
Meadow.  They are certainly out and I had one flying in my back garden this afternoon.  
There is an abundance of 7-spot Ladybirds on Nettle leaves.   
 
Wild flowers 
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The first Cuckooflowers of the year have appeared on Brook Meadow, on the river bank near the north 
bend, and in the centre of the North Meadow.   Ground Ivy is flowering in the Seagull Lane patch, where  
Hoary Cress is in bud, but not quite in flower.  Cow Parsley is now opening generally on the meadow; there 
are some very handsome plants along the raised river path.  Garlic Mustard and Grape Hyacinth are now 
in flower in Palmer's Road Copse where you can also see a very nice clump of Marsh-marigolds on the 
river bank.  Common Field Speedwell is flowering well in several places.   
Leaves of Hogweed, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Common Comfrey and Bristly Ox-tongue are now 
prominent in various parts of the meadow.  There is a good patch of Reed Canary-grass coming up in the 
centre of the North Meadow.  The first Hairy Sedge of the year has flower spikes in the North Meadow, 
south west of the patch of Reed Canary-grass.  
 
Trees 
The Willows on the southern edge of Palmer's Road Car Park are again developing their long yellow 
catkins.  This also applies to the willows in the north east plantation.  The Blackthorn is in glorious flower in 
the north-east corner of the meadow where we planted some new Blackthorns.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 14:  Apr 4-10, 2005 
Museum Exhibition 
The Brook Meadow Through the Ages exhibition continues to attract a good flow of visitors in Emsworth 
Museum.  New members have taken the total to 373, so 400 is not so far away.  The Exhibition will be on 
until Sunday 24 April and the Museum is open on Saturdays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on Sundays 
from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  If you have not yet been, why not pay a visit.  You will be impressed.  
 
Wildlife Funday 2005 
This year's wildlife funday event will be part of the 'Breaking Waves 2005'  Havant Arts Festival and will 
take place on Sunday 15 May from 11am to 5pm.  The activities we are providing are: a) nature hunt, b) 
wishing tree, c) willow weaving workshops different workshop leader from last year, d) animal sculpture 
workshops, d) storytelling (new), e) singing (new).  The last four activities will be led by experienced 
workshop leaders.  The event is funded by the Peoples Places New Opportunities Fund.  Entrance is free 
but a small charge will be made for the workshops as we did last year.  We hope to use the same 
arrangement as last year using the large marquee, 2 gazebos and 2 frame tents.  
Frances is desperate for volunteers to help with various tasks, such as, putting up posters, erecting the 
marquee, gazebos and tents, decorating the entrances with balloons, manning the entrance gate, giving 
out and collecting nature hunt sheets, manning the BMCG stall, taking bookings for the workshops, looking 
after the refreshments table, helping with the wishing stars, taking bookings for the storytelling and singing 
sessions.  Please let Frances know if you can help and for how long.  Even a couple of hours 
will be very useful.  Frances Jannaway: phone 01243 430314, or email  brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Workday - Thursday 7 April 2005 
Seven volunteers (Brian, Frances, Richard, Pat, Graham, David and Tony) turned up on a rather cloudy 
and showery morning. Richard and David finished off putting up boarding along the path north of the North 
bridge and then filled it in with path gravel.  Brian, Pat, Graham and Frances planted 15 Blackthorn whips 
in the north-eastern corner of the meadow and then mulched them with rotted down arisings.  Tony cleared 
encroaching vegetation from the steps near the seat which were then filled in with path gravel.  Graham 
and Richard removed a roll of rusty barbed wire buried in the ground near the Lumley Puddle which was 
causing a safety hazard.  We then took it to the skip at Artec Engineering.  
Brian and Frances looked to see what could be done about restricting access to the riverbank south of the 
new fence and water vole signcase.  A path is being worn along the edge of the riverbank. It was decided 
to bend an already dead tree over to create a sort of dead hedge to restrict access – a job for the next 
workday.  An extension to the existing fence is also planned.  Report by Frances Jannaway 
 
Guided Walks 
There were two special guided walks on Sunday 10 April as part of the “Brook Meadow Through the Ages” 
exhibition.  Frances did one in the morning and Brian one in the afternoon.  Frances had 9 people on her 
walk, including 4 sisters who are members of the Haskins family and who have been helping Frances with 
memories of Brook Meadow for the museum exhibition. Their father was the owner of Haskins coal and 
haulage company who had a coalyard off Lumley Road and offices in Queen Street.  The walk and the 
exhibition brought forward all sorts of childhood memories for the 4 sisters and also provided additional 
historical information for Frances.  Brian had 10 people on his afternoon walk, during which they heard a 
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number of birds songs, saw lots of lovely wild flowers, saw several butterflies and watched a Water Vole 
swim a real marathon 20 yards or so towards the south bridge, before it disappeared into the river bank.   
 
Brook Meadow - a Local Nature Reserve? 
This week, we received a very interesting and exciting document from Rob Hill of Havant Borough Council 
detailing the conditions required for establishing a site as a Local Nature Reserve.  Rob says if  the group 
is interested in pursuing designation, then the Open Spaces Development Team at HBC would be happy 
to work alongside us towards achieving this aim.  The only other LNR Havant has is West Hayling (the 
Oysterbeds).  My immediate response is that Brook Meadow would be a good candidate for LNR status, 
but there would be a lot of work.  We will discuss it at the next committee meeting.  Is this a great 
opportunity or a millstone?   If you have any views, comments, or helpful advice, please get in touch.    
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles 
We have had several more Water Vole sightings on Brook Meadow this week, including some in two new 
areas, ie, near the gasholder and upstream from the north bridge.  If you see any please let me know, since 
I keep a log of sightings.  For full details of all the sightings this year, plus some photos go to the Water Vole 
web page on the web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html.    
The ‘Brook Meadow Through The Ages’  exhibition has a Water Vole display, including a stuffed Water 
Vole and a Mink, right next to each other!  Comparing the size of these two animals, you can appreciate 
why the Mink has had such a devastating impact on the Water Vole population in this country.    
Graham Roberts of Hampshire Wildlife Trust, e-mailed thanking us for keeping him informed through the 
weekly bulletins of all the successes at Brook Meadow. Graham says he will be doing a talk at Warblington 
School on November 23rd at 7.30pm on "Otters and Water Voles Update".  A date for your diary.   
 
Birds on millponds 
The Mute Swan has been snug on her nest on Peter Pond all the week and, no doubt, is well into laying.  
Swans lay an egg a day and incubate for 36 days.  On Monday I was surprised to find 4 Mute Swans on 
Slipper Millpond, but they were quickly seen off by the resident male with some aggressive wing raising.   
No sign of any Coot nest on Peter Pond, though they are trying on Slipper Millpond.   
On Emsworth Millpond I counted an astonishing 111 Mute Swans; this was my highest count since the 114 
in Aug 2002.  Also, on the pond were a few Mallard and Coot and the long staying Canada Goose.    On 
Friday I found the pair of Red-breasted Mergansers back on the Town Millpond along with another male 
Red-breasted Merganser.   
On Sunday morning I heard the gentle monotonous song of a Reed Warbler in the reedbeds on Peter 
Pond.  This was despite the presence of David Gattrell who was busily clearing a channel through the 
reeds.  Although we always get Reed Warbler on Peter Pond this one was especially early.  Checking the 
arrival dates of summer visitors, the earliest ever Reed Warbler in Hampshire was 1/04/94, the average 
date is 16/04 and the earliest in 2002 was 10/04.  I have not heard of any others in the local area.   
But that was not all.  Despite (or maybe because of) David’s presence a Reed Bunting was also singing 
strongly from the bushes on Peter Pond - the first Reed Bunting I have ever heard on Peter Pond.   
 
Other local bird news 
During the workday on Thursday, 8 Swallows flew over Brook Meadow, going north low through the gap in 
the Willows and probably taking insects as they went.   Whilst cleaning river, Pat Walsgrove saw a 
Kingfisher fly up river and round top bend by the culvert under the railway.  
Sitting outside the Royal Oak at Langstone on Saturday morning, I counted an amazing 32 Mediterranean 
Gulls off shore.  About 250 Black-tailed Godwits were feeding frantically as the tide covered the mudflats, 
plus a few Knot and Dunlin.  I found a solitary juvenile Brent Goose on the Warblington shore, left behind 
as his mates flew north.  A Mallard with 5 ducklings is on Langstone Millpond.    
 
Plant news 
This week saw the first Creeping Buttercup and the first Meadow Foxtail grass.  There is also a nice patch 
of white Primroses on the north path.  Cow Parsley is flowering on the main river path and Dandelions are 
looking very fresh and splendid.  There is a nice patch of Water Forget-me-not on west bank of the river, 
above the north bridge.  Pond Sedges are showing their dark flower spikes on both the Lumley Stream and 
the River Ems.  There are thousands of Field Horsetail cones in the North Meadow, but no sign of 
Cuckooflower as yet, despite much searching.   
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The White Willow near the south gate has catkins, but is not very healthy, with some branches dead.  Since 
this is our only White Willow it may be an idea to take some cuttings.  The tall Western Balsam Poplars in 
Palmer's Road Copse have catkins and leaves.   
 
Insects 
During the guided walk on Sunday afternoon, we saw 3 Peacock butterflies, 4 Small Tortoiseshells, 
(including two side by side, of which Lesley Harris took a photo), 1 Small White and 1 Brimstone.  
More Flea Beetles (Altica oleracea), 7-spot Ladybirds and Bumblebees were seen.  One distinctive 
Bumblebee that I call “Ginger nut” (Bombus pascuorum?) has a ginger thorax.   
 
Wildlife Photos - on web site at . . .  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 13:  Mar 28 – Apr 3, 2005 
 
Museum Exhibition 
Judging from the appreciative comments in the Visitor’s Book, there has been a steady flow of visitors to 
the Brook Meadow Conservation Group Exhibition during its first week in Emsworth Museum.  We have 
also had a couple of new members taking the total to 366.   
The Exhibition will be on until Sunday 24 April and the Museum is open on Saturdays from 10.30am to 
4.30pm and on Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  The Museum is situated above the fire station in North 
Street, Emsworth, opposite the new Tesco store.  So, if you have not yet been, why not pay a visit.  You will 
be impressed.  

 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Water Voles 
On Wednesday, I watched what looked like a pair of Water Voles, frolicking in the river near the new fence.  
Somewhat worryingly, pretty well all the sightings so far have been in the area around the new fence and 
are probably all of the same two animals.  I recall having similar worries at this time last year, when 
sightings were also very scarce, but all came good in the end.  I am encouraged by what look like fresh 
burrow holes further north up the river, so maybe so maybe we should not get unduly alarmed at this stage.   
 
Summer migrants arrive 
I reported last week that Chiffchaffs had arrived on Brook Meadow, well this week saw the arrival of the 
second of our summer visitors, the Blackcap.  Three Blackcaps were singing well on Brook Meadow in 
various locations; listen for their short, but intensely rich, flutelike song.  The third, and final one, of our 
summer visitors that breeds on the meadow, the Whitethroat, will not be here for a couple of weeks, at 
least.  Meanwhile, all our resident birds are noisy and active as their breeding season gets underway.   
Another very common summer migrant, though not to Brook Meadow, is the Willow Warbler and they were 
reported by several people locally on Friday.  And summer has arrived with the first Swallows of the year 
being seen on Saturday in the Fishbourne and Itchenor areas.   
 
Birds on the millponds and harbours 
The Mute Swan seems to be well established on her nest in the reedbeds on Peter Pond, and has probably 
begun laying.  Meanwhile, while her mate patrols Slipper Millpond on the look out for any unwelcome 
intruders.  The three Coot pairs are making an attempt to nest on Slipper Millpond, two on the rafts where 
they are fairly secure and one beside a post, which looks very insecure.   
In the local harbours, the Brent Geese have all gone, but you can still find good numbers of Teal, Wigeon, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank and Curlew, mostly passing through.   
 
Butterflies 
Butterfly sightings were a bit scarce until Sunday afternoon when Tony Wilkinson saw 4 Peacocks on 
Brook Meadow and I saw 4 Small Tortoiseshells and a Comma.   
 
Spring flowers 
Brook Meadow is covered with Lesser Celandines, come and see them at their best.  The first proper 
flowering of Cow Parsley has started along the river path and there is a good deal more of this to come.  
There is a nice patch of Marsh-marigolds on the river bank in Palmer's Road Copse, where Spanish 
Bluebells and Summer Snowflake are also showing well.  However, there is no sign of the Pond Sedges 
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which I usually notice about now.  Most of the plants near the Lumley Stream have been covered in grass 
cuttings which will no doubt hinder their growth.   
Further afield, Hoary Cress (aka the Portsmouth weed) is flowering along the sea front in Western Avenue, 
while Herb-Robert is showing nicely at the junction of Thornham Lane and Thorney Road.  There is a very 
good display of Alexanders in flower in front of the Sewage Works further along Thornham Lane.  It has 
been a good year for Red Dead-nettle with some wonderful displays of this attractive flower.   
On Wednesday I found the first Cuckooflower of the year in Stansted Arboretum, but none so far have 
appeared on Brook Meadow.   Several plants of White Comfrey are in flower along New Brighton Road 
between the Catholic Church and Westbourne Avenue. 
Butterbur count 
With the Butterbur flowers now at their peak and progressively being covered by the surrounding 
vegetation, I carried out the annual count this week.  I counted a total of 325 flower spikes, mainly on the 
river bank near the sluice gate and at the eastern end of the causeway.  This is lower than most of the 
counts in previous years, though those were generally done about a week or so later, so I will try to do 
another one if I can.  Previous Butterbur counts: 1999: 298 (Apr 2),  2000: 412 (Mar 30),  2001: 458  (Apr 
4),  2002: 240  (Mar 27), 2003: 451 (Apr 10), 2004: 434 (Apr 11).    
 
Wildlife Photos 
Photos of the some of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be seen on the group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 

RETURN OF THE HOUSE SPARROW? 
As we all know, House Sparrows have suffered a dramatic decline in numbers over the past 25 years.  I 
have also noted a decline in House Sparrows visiting my garden over the years, but the signs are 
promising that numbers are recovering.  At present, 10-14 House Sparrows are almost continually present 
throughout the day, which is a considerable increase on the past 3 years.  It is early days yet, but I would 
be interested to hear of anyone else who has noticed this trend.  The Sparrows usually come in with about 
5 Chaffinch and feed mainly on the seed scattered on the ground.    
 

INAPPROPRIATE HEDGE CUTTING 
One of our regular volunteers, Dave Lee, rang in the week to say he had seen the hedges being cut in the 
fields behind Westbourne Avenue and wondered if this was legal at this time of the year.    
I had a look at the RSPB web site which said “Whilst the Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended by 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000) does not give protection to a hedgerow as such, it does give 
legal protection to all wild birds in Britain.  Under Section 1 of the Act it is an offence to take, damage or 
destroy the nest of any wild bird intentionally while it is in use or being built. It would be an intentional act, 
for example, if contractors continue to cut or remove a hedge after they have been told that birds are 
nesting there. There is no offence, however, if it can be shown that the act was the incidental result of a 
lawful operation and could not be reasonably avoided, or if the person was genuinely unaware of the 
presence of the nest.”  Best practice guidelines for the trimming of hedges is that they should never be cut 
during the nesting season, March to August.   
I checked with Geoff Culbertson, the Wildlife Police Officer for Hampshire, who confirmed it would be 
difficult to prove any intention to damage nests and said the best way with all these sorts of offences is to 
give advice before any potential offence has taken place, giving advice for the following year.  Geoff said 
he would ask the local Wildlife Crime Officer to visit the land owner and give him some advice about when 
to carry out hedge trimming.  
 

WATER VOLES FOUND IN THE MOUNTAINS 
Graham Walsgrove passed on the very surprising information that Water Voles appear to be seeking 
refuge underground, and thriving, high in the Cairngorms of Scotland.  Graham added that the information 
was not dated April 1st!   
Abernethy Forest Reserve Ecologist, Andy Amphlett, reported on their web site that although Water Voles 
have been rapidly disappearing from lowland Scotland in the last five to ten years, in the Cairngorms the 
species still occurs in considerable numbers, where they have been found on hillsides at altitudes as high 
as 900 metres.   Water Voles have been found in watercourses at the head of burns, which are often very 
narrow and flowing underground, or covered by vegetation. These communities are basically 
subterranean.  The creatures had not been sighted in Abernethy for more than 12 years and the discovery 
of established water vole communities at higher altitudes means an important and valuable addition to this 
already species-rich reserve.    
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For more information see web site . . . http://www.rspb.org.uk/scotland/biodiversityscotland/watervole.asp 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 12:  Mar 21-27, 2005 

Museum Exhibition 
There was a good turn out for the opening of the Emsworth Museum on 26 March at 10.30am.  Members 
and visitors were welcomed by Cdr Williams, the Chairman of the Museum following which the Museum 
itself was formally opened by David Willetts MP.  I was asked to open the David Rudkin room where the 
“Brook Meadow Through the Ages” exhibition was housed and to show David round.  I also formally 
presented Marian Forster’s painting of Brook Meadow to Emsworth Museum.   David was certainly 
impressed with the exhibition, both with photographs on the walls and the historical information on the 
display boards.  There is also a real (but dead) Water Vole on show!   I personally had not seen much of the 
historical side of the exhibition before it is very good.  Why not come along.  It is only 25p to get in.    
The museum and exhibition will be open from Saturday 26 March to Sunday 24 April, on Saturdays and 
Bank holidays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  The Museum is situated 
above the fire station in North Street, Emsworth, opposite the new Tesco store.  There will be a guided 
nature walk through Brook Meadow starting at the Museum on Sunday 10th April at 3pm.   
 
Invertebrates survey 
We have just received the report from Martin Harvey of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust of the invertebrate 
survey he carried out in July of last year on Brook Meadow.  A very impressive document it is too, with 83 
species recorded on a single day’s visit, including 2 Nationally Scarce species.  Martin also provides lots of 
good advice on habitat management, such as the need to cut the site on a rotational basis, to leave dead 
wood, and to maintain a mixture of shaded and unshaded margins on the river bank.  Martin concluded 
with the following very encouraging words:  “Overall, Brook Meadow fulfils a valuable role in supporting 
biodiversity in the heart of Emsworth.  As management develops the site has great potential to increase in 
interest and to support a more distinctive community of wetland, grassland and woodland invertebrates”.  
We shall make the report available for inspection shortly, probably on the web site.  
 
Signcases updated 
All four signcases on Brook Meadow, including the new Water Vole one near the fence, were up-dated.  

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Water Voles 
There have been several more sightings of Water Voles this week.  Two Water Voles were seen swimming 
together for the first time this year by Rosemary Jupp’s husband.  All sightings so far have been in two 
areas; (1) upstream from the south bridge and (2) near the new fence.   
 
Roe Deer 
On Friday afternoon at about 4pm I was astonished to see 3 Roe Deer  bounding down the raised river 
footpath, over the causeway and down onto the South Meadow.  It all happened so quickly that I hardly had 
time to get my camera out and to switch it on before they were disappearing over the causeway.  About 15 
minutes later I saw them bounding northwards up the Lumley Stream.   
 
Summer visitors arrive 
Three Chiffchaffs were singing to establish territories on Brook Meadow this week, one on the north path, 
one in Lumley Road copse and one in Palmer's Road Copse.  They are almost certainly summer visitors, a 
fact confirmed by their presence in some numbers in both Hollybank Woods and Stansted Forest this 
week. There was also a Blackcap singing in Hollybank Woods, which could well have been a summer 
visitor (as opposed to a wintering bird).   Ralph Hollins reported another Blackcap singing on the Langstone 
South Moors on the same day.   
As with Chiffchaff one can never be too sure if a Blackcap song is from a wintering bird or from a newly 
arrived spring migrant.  I usually go for location.  If I hear a Blackcap or Chiffchaff singing where migrant 
birds are to be expected at this time of the year, then I plump for a migrant.  Thus, the Blackcap and 
Chiffchaffs in Hollybank Woods, along with the Chiffchaffs, in Brook Meadow, are almost certainly 
migrants.   
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Web site:  Photos of the Water Voles and various other wildlife can be found on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
Other local bird news 
The long-staying pair of Red-breasted Mergansers continue to give pleasure to birdwatchers, on one or 
other of the millponds this week.  I was surprised to see a pair of Tufted Duck on the Town Millpond on 
Wednesday; I thought they had all gone for the winter.   The Mute Swan has been on the nest on Peter 
Pond.  A Coot was in the nest box on Slipper Millpond behind a barricade of twigs.  There appear to be two 
pairs of Moorhen on Peter Pond and one pair of Coot.   
Emsworth Harbour is now fairly empty of birds, but on Sunday morning I found a good collection feeding on 
the mudflats on a rising tide; most would be birds passing through on their way to their breeding grounds 
further north.  They included 22 Brent Geese, 18 Teal, 86 Redshank 32 Black-tailed Godwit and 3 
Greenshank of which 2 were birds colour-ringed several years ago on Thorney Island.  Best sighting of the 
morning was undoubtedly the 4 Mediterranean Gulls, all in superb summer plumage, that flew in giving 
their characteristic mewing calls.   
Rosemary Jupp watched a Kingfisher fly up the River Ems from the south bridge.   
 
Butterflies 
Warm weather means more butterflies.  On Wednesday, I found the Peacock and Comma butterflies were 
again chasing each other on the Lumley area, just as they were last Saturday.  Have they really been doing 
this all the time?  They were hardly still for more than a few seconds.  Maybe they were two males lying in 
wait for passing females, but were constantly distracted by each other's presence?   At one point the 
Peacock chased after an intruding Bumblebee.  Two more Commas were on the dead grass cuttings on 
the east side.   Later in the week I saw both Small White and two Small Tortoiseshells.  Small 
Tortoiseshells are particularly easy to photograph as they allow you to creep up on them.  One of them was 
surprisingly tatty for a newly emerged adult.   
 
Other insects 
I had my first sighting of the year of a shining blue metallic Flea Beetle (Altica oleracea).   
 
Lesser Celandines 
This is an excellent time of the year to admire and maybe look closely at the bright yellow flowers of the 
Lesser Celandine that are spread liberally across the whole of Brook Meadow.  I have not been tempted to 
count them, but I have been counting their petals, which range between 7 and 12.  There are lots of 8s, 9s, 
10s and 11s, but finding one with 12 petals was quite a challenge.  If you want to see a 12 petalled 
Celandine look at the group of flowers immediately to the right of the signcase inside the south gate.  
Photos of the range can be seen on the web site.  I examined Lesser Celandine plants growing in shady 
areas for bulbils at the base of the leaf stalks, indicating the subspecies bulbilifer,  but did not find any.   
 
Other flower news 
Butterbur flower spikes are now fully grown and are standing tall on the river bank near the sluice gate and 
at the eastern end of the causeway.  I will need to do a count fairly soon, before they become covered with 
growing vegetation.   
There is a patch of Bittercress flowering on the edge of the Lumley area.  The wet habitat suggested Wavy 
Bitter-cress, however, on checking the tiny white flowers under the microscope I found all had 4 stamens, 
indicative of Hairy Bittercress.  If this is confirmed it would be first for Brook Meadow.  
Lungwort (garden escape?) is again flowering near the entrance to Gooseberry Cottage drive.   
Sweet Violets are still in flower by the new wall along the footpath behind Lillywhite's Garage.   
 
Goat and Grey Willows 
I had a close look at the Goat/Grey Willows on Brook Meadow.  Since they are all decked out in “pussy” 
catkins they are very easy to locate and to sex.  Male trees have silvery catkins, most have yellow anthers 
showing, and female trees have green catkins.  I found 6 male and 6 female trees.  One reliable way to 
distinguish between Goat and Grey Willow is by peeling back a little of the bark on a twig; the wood 
beneath the bark is smooth in Goat Willow and ridged in Grey Willow.  Somewhat surprisingly, the 6 female 
trees were all Goat Willows and the 6 male trees were all Grey Willows.   
 
Other tree news 
The sticky buds of the Horse Chestnut in the drive of Gooseberry Cottage are now sprouting.   
The small red cones on the Alders are now prominent.  
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GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 11:  Mar 14-20, 2005 
 
Re-laying the paths in Brook Meadow 
YES, we did it again on Saturday 19th March!   We moved 30 tonnes of path gravel in one day and have 
now completed all the main paths through the meadow. And we even have a bit of path gravel left over!   
The day began with a rather misty morning which soon cleared to be replaced by glorious sunshine. 
A total of 16 volunteers plus Ben Spraggon and Peter Johnn (Hampshire Paths Partnership) worked from 
9 am to 5 pm. As in previous years, Ben Spraggon brought along his trusty mini-digger and a wacker plate 
and Peter Johnn provided a mechanical wheelbarrow, wacker plate and other tools. After a risk 
assessment and tools talk, the group set to work and had already laid the south path by about 12 noon.   
After a very short break, the group went on to complete the northern riverside path by just after 5 pm.  
The work went very smoothly apart from a short interlude when a wheelbarrow duet was played out on the 
northern bend, in which both wheelbarrows lost their loads and one ended up in the river! I had not 
included this eventuality in my risk assessment!   
Many thanks to all who took part and made this day a very special community effort. Especially of course to 
Ben Spraggon and Peter Johnn but also to Leslie Harris, our ‘wacker’ lady; Debi Saunders for taming the 
mechanical wheelbarrow; David Search for shifting the most path gravel, Brendan Gibb-Gray for his 
wheelbarrow technique, Dave Lee for doing a splendid job on raking, Ann and Trevor Davis for quality 
control as well as shifting a lot of gravel and Jim Colbourne for coming back again for another stint. I don’t 
know about the rest of you, but I’m going to take it easy today!   We will use the rest of the path gravel to 
repair the steps and fill in any places we missed.       
Report by Frances Jannaway 
 
There is a selection of photos taken during the morning session on the web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Exhibition in Emsworth Museum  
The 'Brook Meadow Through the Ages' exhibition will be held in the Rudkin Room of Emsworth Museum 
from Saturday 26 March to Sunday 24 April.  The Museum is situated above the fire station in North Street, 
Emsworth, opposite the new Tesco store.   
The exhibition will be formally opened at 10:30am on Saturday 26th March by David Willetts MP, when  
Marian Forster’s original painting for the interpretation board will be presented to the Museum.  The 
museum and exhibition will be open on Saturdays and Bank holidays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on 
Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.   
A rota for members to be present as stewards during the exhibition has been organised.  Stewards badges 
will be available to the Museum for the volunteers.   
There will be a guided nature walk led by Brian Fellows through Brook Meadow starting at the Museum on 
Sunday 10th April at 3pm.   
 
Invertebrates survey 
Frances has at last heard from Martin Harvey of Hampshire Wildlife Trust to say he has finished the report 
on the Invertebrates survey he conducted in Brook Meadow in July.  He has sent a draft copy for Frances 
to correct and the final copy will follow later.  It should make interesting reading, since I believe he found 
some rarities!   

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
On Wednesday 16 March Mike Jones and a colleague from Havant Borough Council came over to Brook 
Meadow to carry out the tree management work agreed with the Open Spaces Development Team at last 
week’s meeting.  They removed a number of  Willow branches, both on the meadow and in Palmer's Road 
Copse.  The cuttings might be useful to reinforce our dead wood barriers on the west bank.   
As agreed, Mike and his colleague also removed the badly misused and vandalised seat in Palmer's Road 
Copse.  Many local residents will not be sorry to see this seat go, as it acts as a magnet to crowds of rowdy, 
drinking and probably drug-taking youths on summer evenings.  They throw bottles, cans, etc in the river 
and generally leave a nasty mess for others to clear up.    
Mike had a few Blackthorn whips left over from a planting on another site and asked if we could make use 
of them.  I snapped them up.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
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Water Voles  
There have been more sightings of Water Voles this week on the river in Palmer's Road Copse.  On 
Saturday during the path re-laying session, David Search saw one swimming in the river near the new 
fence and on the same morning I had a good view of one swimming in the river beneath the south bridge.    
Photos of the Water Voles and various other wildlife can be found on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Butterflies  
The warm weather this week helped to bring out the first butterflies of the year.  On a walk through 
Hollybank Woods on Friday morning I saw 10 Brimstones and a Comma.   Then, on Sunday in Brook 
Meadow John Vickers and I had fine views of a stunning Peacock and a Comma, as they constantly vied 
with each other for the sunniest spot on the path around the wet Lumley area.  They are a little earlier on 
Brook Meadow than in previous years, but I have yet to see a Small Tortoiseshell, which is usually the first 
butterfly of the spring on the meadow.   
 
Speckled Wood’s lifestyle uncovered 
Speckled Wood is a very common butterfly, but I don’t usually expect to see them until April.  Hence, my 
surprise when Andy Brook reported 9 on the Hollybank Woods web site.  However, Andy who is a 
'connoisseur' of the Speckled Wood, provided the following explanation.  “It may seem odd to find 9 
Speckled Wood in the same clearing all in flight at the same moment over the same log covered with 
bracken, but to understand this occurrence it is important to be aware of the Speckled Wood's strategy for 
survival. Although territorial in the extreme of their chosen patch of clearing or glade, caterpillars laid at the 
same time will err on the side of caution and remain in the area they were laid - also caterpillars will not 
move very far, so the surviving clutch will emerge and circulate whilst they get their bearings before 
dispersing in search of territory. As subsequent Speckled Wood will inherit the same 'perfect glade or 
clearing' this event will be duplicated over many months the following year.” 
 
Birds 
In addition to all the regular bird song on Brook Meadow, I heard a Chiffchaff singing from Lumley Road 
copse which I suspect may be the first of the summer migrants to arrive.  One can never be absolutely sure 
about Chiffchaffs since some over-winter here and could be early songsters.  I also heard a brief Goldcrest 
song near the Lumley Stream.  The song of a Mistle Thrush could be heard wafting over Brook Meadow 
from the Lumley direction during the week.     
 
Other wildlife 
There is not nearly so much mole activity as a few weeks ago when I did the molehills survey.  There are a 
few fresh molehills, but not many.   A large Brown Trout was in the river under the south bridge.  Patches of 
Jointed Rush with dark green leaves can be seen on the North Meadow.  
 
On the millponds  
The Coots have started building one of their tower nests in the centre of Peter Pond, though these nests 
invariably get swamped by the high spring tides.  Coots have also begun assembling twigs, etc in the nest 
box on the raft nearest the bridge on Slipper Millpond, a far safer place to nest.  The Mute Swan is still snug 
on her nest in the reeds on Peter Pond.   
 
Sea Trout and Brown Trout  
I had an interesting conversation with a man fishing for Sea Trout on Slipper Millpond.  He told me Slipper 
Millpond is an ideal habitat for them, since it is shallow and warm and has a good growth of weed.  The 
trout come in from the sea and travel up the River Ems to spawn in the spring.   In contrast, Brown Trout 
are basically river fish which occasionally venture to sea where the food is in greater supply.  The ponds 
are also ideal for Grey Mullet which arrive towards the end of the month.   
 
Wheatears 
Wheatears are usually the first of the migrants to arrive along the south coast and many have been 
reported this week, mainly along the beach of Hayling Island.  Ian Julian reported 16 on the beach at 
Eastoke on Friday.  The seawall between Nutbourne and Prinsted is another good place to find them.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 10:  Mar 7-13, 2005 
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Group Membership  
Two more new members this week takes the total to 364.  400 here we come!   
 
Meeting with Havant Borough Council 
On Thursday 10th March, Frances, Wally and Brian had a very positive and encouraging meeting in Brook 
Meadow with three officials from the new Environmental Services team at Havant Borough Council, Freda 
Devonshire (Open Spaces Development Officer), Nick Hammond (Operations manager) and Rob Hill 
(Open Spaces Technical Officer).   We had previously met up with them in their new council offices in 
Penner Road on March 1st.   Let’s hope this is the start of a new and fruitful working relationship.   
They were impressed with what the conservation group had achieved since taking over the management 
of Brook Meadow in the year 2000.  We toured Brook Meadow and discussed a variety of things the 
Council could help us with, including the erection of another fence in Palmer's Road Copse to prevent 
access to the river bank, the removal of the vandalised seat in Palmer's Road Copse, the lopping of 
dangerous Crack Willows, the laying of a non-slip surface on the approaches to the south bridge, 
strimming the main paths regularly and the annual cutting of the meadow, which this year will be 
undertaken by the Council.    
 
Improved lighting around Palmer's Road Car Park 
David Oliver of Havant Borough Council tells me they are looking at improving the lighting from Palmer's 
Road Car Park towards the west subway and maybe include a ramp for the disabled. Any ramp would 
remove a little of the hedge screen but they would try and keep that to a minimum.  David thinks our new 
interpretation board might also benefit from improved lighting and perhaps the east subway.  Let me know 
if you have any thoughts about this idea for improving the southern walkway between car park and the east 
subway, where the lights have been vandalised/removed.  
 
Possible School Visit to Brook Meadow  
On Thursday evening Frances and Brian met Bob Collins, a science teacher at City of Portsmouth Boys’ 
School at Hilsea, to discuss a possible conservation project for his year 11 pupils based on Brook Meadow.  
We went through the various options and supplied Bob with plant and bird lists along with photos showing 
how Brook Meadow had changed as a result of the conservation work.  One possible project Bob was 
interested in was a survey of the invertebrates in the River Ems.  This would be a useful contribution, since 
we do not have any information on this aspect of the meadow’s wildlife.   
 
Re-laying of paths on Brook Meadow – this Saturday! 
The re-laying of the raised paths on Brook Meadow will take place this coming Saturday (19 March) from 
9.30am to 5pm, meeting at the Lumley gate entrance.  If you are fit and willing to help, please come along, 
even if only for an hour or so.  Further details from Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 or email at 
brettellf@ntlworld.com.  All equipment, plus tea and coffee, will be provided.  The workday scheduled for 
Sunday 20 March, is cancelled.   On Thursday 10 March, several volunteers completed the fixing of boards 
around the edges of the north path in preparation for the re-surfacing.   
 
Exhibition in Emsworth Museum  
The 'Brook Meadow Through the Ages' exhibition organized by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
will be held in the Emsworth Museum from Saturday 26 March to Sunday 24 April.   
The exhibition will be opened on Saturday 26th March by David Willetts MP, when Marian Forster’s original 
painting will be formally presented to the Emsworth Museum.  The museum is open on Saturdays and 
Bank holidays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  There will also be a guided 
nature walk in Brook Meadow on Sunday 10th April at 3pm.   
 
Hollybank Woods is a SINC – official! 
Julie Boschi replied to last week’s note about the failure of HBC to mark Hollybank Woods as a Site of 
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) on their new Local Plan.  Julie says . . . “ The Local Plan 
Modifications map only shows modifications, ie new SINCs (e.g. west of Emsworth Recreation Ground).  
Hollybank Woods is not shown because it was already a SINC and was shown as such on the first and 
revised deposit maps. So please hold off the objections!”  Well, at least, that clears it up.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The vandalised plaque on the north bridge, commemorating the 2 airmen who died over Brook Meadow in 
1944, has been replaced by Graham Alderson.   
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On Thursday I met Mike Ford and a colleague from the Environment Agency.  They were looking at the 
sluice gate, from which one of the wooden boards had been removed.  They replaced the missing board 
and will return to secure all the boards with pins in the next couple of weeks.   
On Wednesday morning there was a Tesco shopping trolley in the river behind the industrial units.  But  
when I returned a little later it had gone. Thanks to the person who removed it.   
The phantom wood cutter has been busy again on the east bank of the Lumley Stream where 7 of the dead 
Elms have been cut down and the logs removed.  I think we should try to deter this fellow by building a 
barrier with dead branches on the small path from Lumley Road down to the Lumley Stream. 
The small dead tree below the causeway, which is used as a perch by Whitethroats, has been pushed 
over.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Birds 
Blackbirds are now singing their wonderfully relaxed songs around the town and a Blackcap can also be 
heard from the bushes east of Bridge Road car park.  The Blackcap is a wintering bird that will soon be 
returning to its breeding grounds on the continent.  Our regular summer Blackcaps from the south should 
be arriving at the beginning of April.  Still not much from Song Thrush, but a Mistle Thrush was singing from 
the direction of Constant Springs.  A Stock Dove was calling from the Lumley area.   A Little Egret is a 
regular visitor to my back garden in Bridge Road where it is interested in the Westbrook Stream.   
 
An ode in praise of Goldfinches 
Some months ago member John Briggs took up my suggestion to use niger seed to attract Goldfinches 
into his back garden.  He was getting a little despondent when none arrived to take these tasty morsels.  
Well,  the Goldfinches arrived at last and John was so overjoyed to see them that he penned the following 
ode.  
Goldfinches have discovered,  
Niger seeds at my abode; 
Now they’re queuing like the traffic,  
Along the Havant Road.  
Various tits and other finches  
Take nuts from other feeders;  
Why is it that gold finches  
Are such selective eaters? 
 
Water Voles  
Water Voles are now becoming active after their winter below ground.  I have had two good sightings of 
one this week, feeding on the east bank of the river downstream from the new fence.  From the new fence 
you can also see many fresh Water Vole burrow holes in the low river bank.  Looking at all the molehills on 
Brook Meadow, makes me wonder what happens to the soil excavated by Water Voles when they create 
their burrows.   Photos of the Water Voles and various other wildlife can be found on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Mute Swan nest 
On Friday,  Fred Portwin rang to say the Mute Swans had started nest building on Peter Pond in the same 
place as last year, in the reeds on the western side of the pond.  Last year 5 cygnets were raised, including 
2 all white "Polish" ones and it will be interesting to see what they produce this year.  On Sunday, I noticed 
the female bird was ensconced on the nest, well hidden in the reeds.     
 
Birds of the millponds 
The Mute Swan flock remains about 100 strong on the Town Millpond.  There are also about 100 Mallard, 
though many of these have already moved off to find nesting sites.  The white Aylesbury Duck is still on the 
millpond, probably safer here than on Peter Pond where the Mute Swans would attack it.  The pair of 
Red-breasted Mergansers can still be found on the Town Millpond and 3 Little Grebes have been busily 
fishing on Slipper Millpond.  It would be nice to think that one pair may stay to nest there.   
The main harbour is now beginning to empty as migrant birds make their way back to their breeding 
grounds in the Arctic.  However, there are still thousands of gulls including at least 4 Mediterranean Gulls.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 9:  Feb 28 – Mar 6, 2005 
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Re-laying of the paths in Brook Meadow 
The re-laying of the raised paths on Brook Meadow, which began last year, will be completed, weather 
permitting, on Saturday 19 March from 9.30am to 5pm, meeting at the Lumley gate entrance.   Please 
contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 or email her at brettellf@ntlworld.com  if you can help.  We 
had a magnificent turn out last year and we need your help again, even if it is only for a couple of hours.   
The number willing to help currently stands at 17 with a further 5 or 6 possibles.  Frances is also trying to 
arrange for some young army personnel from Thorney Island to give a hand.  All equipment, plus tea and 
coffee, will be provided.  The workday scheduled for Sunday 20 March, is cancelled.   
 
Exhibition in Emsworth Museum  
The 'Brook Meadow Through the Ages' exhibition organized by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
will be held in the Emsworth Museum from Saturday 26 March to Sunday 24 April.   
The exhibition records the history of the meadow and includes old maps, recollections by local people as 
well as photos of Brook Meadow and the surrounding area. This account tries to show how the arrival of 
the railway, the decline of the watermill and the construction of the “short by-pass” (A259) south of the 
meadow changed the way in which the meadow has been used by local people. 
There will also be displays showing the work of the conservation group since it was set up in the year 2000 
along with photographs and sounds of the wildlife of Brook Meadow.   
The exhibition will be opened on Saturday 26th March by David Willetts MP, when Marian Forster’s original 
painting will be formally presented to the Emsworth Museum.  The museum is only open on Saturdays and 
Bank holidays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  There will also be a guided 
nature walk in Brook Meadow on Sunday 10th April at 3pm.   
Committee members will be present at the exhibition from time to time to talk to visitors and answer any 
questions, but we can’t be there all the time.  So, if you would like to help out please get in touch with 
Frances Jannaway.  Phone: 01243 430314  E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Brook Meadow Wildlife Funday 
For the 4th year running, the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will again be organising the annual 
Wildlife Funday in Brook Meadow - Art and Wildlife activities for all the family. This year’s Funday will be on 
Sunday 15 May as part of the Havant Borough Council’s ‘Making Waves 2005’ Arts Festival. The event will 
be held in Brook Meadow from11am to 5pm.  Free parking in Palmers Road car park (behind Tesco). 
Activities suitable for both children and adults include: Nature Hunt; Wishing Tree; Willow Weaving 
workshops; Wildlife Art workshops; Storytelling; Singing; Finger Painting and Animal Colouring sheets. 
More details later.   
 
Report of work session on Thursday 3 March 
Five people (Brian, Frances, Wally, Richard and Jennifer) turned up on a rather cold and windy morning 
last Thursday. The main task for the work session was to put some boards in place in preparation for the 
path laying workout on Saturday 19 March. Wally and Richard managed to put up 5 boards along the 
northern bend of the raised riverbank path until they ran out of boards.  Hopefully, this will be finished next 
Thursday.   
Meanwhile, Jennifer and Frances took several wheelbarrow loads of wood chippings to the very muddy bit 
of ground in front of the new signcase in Palmers Road copse, where Brian was arranging Water Vole 
photos and information.  This new signcase is dedicated to conveying information about the Water Voles of 
Emsworth.  It is also positioned in a good place near the new fence to watch for Water Voles in the river.  
The signcase, fence and row of newly planted Hawthorns are a real improvement to this until now rather 
uncared for area.  Hopefully they will also act as a barrier to people getting down onto the river bank where 
the Voles have their burrows.   
 
Hollybank Woods is a SINC 
Frances has found out from The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre that Hollybank Woods was in 
fact designated as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), even though it is not marked as 
such on the new Havant Borough Council Local Plan.  Objections to this omission should go to HBC, on 
forms which can be downloaded and filled in on the HBC website.  

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Water Voles are here 
The first Water Vole of the spring was seen by Rosemary Jupp from the wooden bridge near Palmers Road 
Car Park at about 12 noon on Wednesday 3 March.  Rosemary watched it playing on the east bank of the 
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river for about 30 seconds before it disappeared down a hole.  There was no sign of it when I passed about 
30 minutes later.  I looked a number of other times in the week without seeing any.  This is the time when 
the voles become more active as they leave their burrows and go in search of fresh food and mates.  A pair 
of Moorhen has also been very active in this area all the week and may well be nesting there.    If you see 
a Water Vole please let me know.   
 
Other observations 
Lots of Dunnock were singing on Brook Meadow this week, plus Robin, Wren, Greenfinch, Great Tit, Blue 
Tit and Chaffinch.  A pair of Mallard were on the river.  There are more fresh molehills.   
Sticky buds are on the Horse Chestnut tree near the Lumley pool.  Common Field Speedwells flowering by 
north bridge.  Daffodils are in flower on the river bank in Palmer’s Road Copse.   
On Friday, my favourite songster, a Blackbird, was singing in my back garden as the snow fell and I heard 
another singing along Western Avenue on Sunday afternoon.  A Little Egret has been a regular early 
afternoon visitor to my garden in Bridge Road.  It actually perches on the back fence and drops down into 
the Westbrook Stream for small fish.   
 
Birds on the millponds 
The pair of Red-breasted Merganser were on the Town Millpond several days this week.  On Peter Pond 
Mute Swan pair were on Peter Pond, but there is no sign of nest building that I could see.  The Mallard 
hybrid is still present on Peter Pond.  Charlock is flowering on the A259 embankment.  On Slipper Millpond 
that Coot nest has been washed away as expected.  A Lesser Black-backed Gull was amongst the 
hundreds of gulls.   
 
Birds in the harbour 
On Wednesday we had two very unusual visitors in Emsworth, namely, 2 Barnacle Geese.  They  were 
feeding with the regular Brent Geese on the mudflats in Emsworth Harbour.  Neither I or Barry Collins 
(conservation warden of Thorney Island), who was with me at the time, had seen these birds before.  
Although it is tempting to consider them as wild birds, most Barnacles that we see in this area are actually 
feral birds.  I did not see them again.   
Barry and I also found 3 Mediterranean Gulls among the thousands of gulls in Emsworth Harbour, two of 
which were ringed.  One had a red ring on its left leg and other had a white ring, both with lettering on the 
rings.  We have both seen these birds on several occasions in Emsworth Harbour without being able to 
read the lettering, though Barry believes the red-ringed bird is from Hungary.  The white-ringed one may be 
local?   
Other birds in the harbour included several hundred Dunlin, 500+ Brent Geese, 30 Shelduck and about 
100 Golden Plover on the mudflats off Great Deeps.   
On Sunday I walked to Nore Barn to see the regular flock of 60 or so Black-tailed Godwits that regularly 
feed on the mudflats near the woods at low water.  Alongside the Godwits were three Pintail, getting their 
beautiful plumage very muddy indeed.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 8:  Feb 21-27, 2005 

 
Help needed with path laying 
The new path laying takes place in Brook Meadow on Saturday 19 March 9.30am to 5pm, meeting at the 
Seagull Lane entrance.   Please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 or email her at 
brettellf@ntlworld.com  if you can help.  We had a magnificent turn out last year and we need your help 
again, even if it is only for a couple of hours.   All equipment, plus tea and coffee, will be provided.   
 
Exhibition in Emsworth Museum  
We are now getting things organised for the Brook Meadow Exhibition for the Rudkin Room at Emsworth 
Museum which runs from 26 March to 24 April 2005.  The exhibition will be called “Brook Meadow through 
the ages”.   There will be displays showing the work of the conservation group since it was set up in the 
year 2000 along with photographs and sounds of the wildlife of Brook Meadow.   
The exhibition will be opened on Saturday 26th March by David Willetts MP, when Marian Forster’s original 
painting will be formally presented to the Emsworth Museum.  The museum is only open on Saturdays and 
Bank holidays from 10.30am to 4.30pm and on Sundays from 2.30 to 4.30pm.  There will also be a guided 
nature walk in Brook Meadow on Sunday 10th April at 3pm.   
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Committee members will be present at the exhibition from time to time to talk to visitors and answer any 
questions, but we can’t be there all the time.  So, if you would like to help out please get in touch with 
Frances Jannaway.  Phone: 01243 430314  E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Official status of Brook Meadow 
The following information was provided by Andrew Case, Estates Manager, Havant Borough Council 
about the official status of the site.  Brook meadow was purchased by the Council from Reed Packaging 
Limited in 1990 as an open space. The planning position is as follows:-  
Current position on Local Plan 
The Council is preparing the new Havant Borough District-Wide Local Plan (HBDWLP) to replace the 
adopted Local Plan. The Public Local Inquiry into the emerging HBDWLP finished on 23rd June 2003 and 
the Inspector's Report was received in May 2004. The Inspector recommended some changes to the Plan 
and therefore the Plan is now entering the modifications stage. These modifications were agreed by Full 
Council on 15th December 2004 and are now subject to public consultation (consultation period from 31st 
Jan 2005 to 14th March 2005).  
Policies affecting Brook Meadow 
In the Havant Borough District-Wide Local Plan (Proposed Modifications Stage), Brook Meadow is 
designated under:  
Policy R16: Environmental Qualities of Open Space 
Policy NC4: Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation and Local Nature Reserves 
Policy UF1: Strategic Gaps 
With regard to Brook Meadow, there has only been one policy change from the Revised Deposit - relating 
to the Gap designation. At the Revised Deposit Stage of the Local Plan, Brook Meadow was designated as 
a Local Gap (Policy UF2). However, following the Inquiry the Inspector recommended that the Local Gap 
policy was deleted, but in the case of the land to east of Emsworth (including Brook Meadow) he 
recommended that this be modified to Strategic Gap to reflect the Chichester/Emsworth Strategic Gap 
identified over the county boundary in West Sussex. 
Also, the Plan identifies Brook Meadow as open space under policy R16. 
Brook Meadow has not been identified as a development site in the Havant Borough District-Wide Local 
Plan and this runs until 2011. I can confirm that there is currently no intention on the part of the Council to 
develop the land for housing or industrial purposes and it is unlikely to come forward for development in the 
future due to the type of current policies which protect it. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds on the millponds 
The Emsworth Mute Swan flock topped 100 for the first time this winter.  I counted 87 on the millpond, plus 
more in the harbour and at Nore Barn making a grand total of 107.  The record stands at 135 in July 2001.  
Tufted Duck appear to have left the Town Millpond, but the lone Canada Goose remains.   
No reports of Red-breasted Mergansers on Slipper Millpond this week, but a pair have been seen on the 
Town Millpond and in the main channel in the harbour.  Among all the gulls on Slipper Millpond I found a 
magnificent adult Mediterranean Gull in full breeding plumage.  Photo is on web site.    
On Tuesday, Brendan Gibb-Gray saw a "pair" of Kingfishers flying through the falling snow, across Slipper 
Mill pond and then a third. Three kingfishers in less than a minute!  Is that a record, Brendan asks?  Could 
well be, though multiple Kingfisher sightings are not unusual at this time of the year.   
 
Plants 
Sweet Violets were in flower in Nore Barn Woods, both the deep blue and the pink variety. Lots of very lush 
Arum leaves everywhere, but no spathes that I could find.   
 
Wildlife Photos  
Photos of most of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be found on the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Havant Wildlife Group 
On Saturday 26 Feb 13 members of the Havant Wildlife Group had their weekly nature walk up the Ems 
valley from Emsworth to Westbourne.  Main observations.  Blackcap singing in Bridge Road car park, 
probably the same bird I heard in my back garden.  Grey Wagtail also in the car park.  Frogspawn in the 
Westbrook Stream.  7 Redwing in trees on the Interbridges Site.  No Green Sandpipers in the River Ems, 
probably due to disturbance now the river is open to walkers.   
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In Westbourne, Goldcrest and Coal Tit active in the Yew trees in the Churchyard.  The male Yews have 
shed most of their pollen and the female Yews have fruits developing.  Sticky buds are forming on the large 
Horse Chestnuts to the west of the church.  A fine growth of Maidenhair Spleenwort is on a flint wall in New 
Road, Westbourne.  The fern growing high on the brick wall at the end of New Road with brown round 
spore cases is Polypody and not Rustyback, as I  first thought.  Thanks to Ralph Hollins for the correction.    
The group were puzzled by some very strange wood carvings above a garage in Church Road in 
Westbourne.  I will make inquiries about them.  The group suggested making a donation for some Rowan 
trees to be planted in Brook Meadow in memory of Gwynne Johnson.  Sounds like a good idea.   
 

FURTHER THREATS TO GREEN FIELD SITES IN EMSWORTH 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group are concerned about three proposed housing/industrial 
developments in Emsworth on green field sites.  These are:  
1. Hampshire Farm – 250 houses to the east of Redlands Lane.  Objections: destruction of landscape 
character area, urbanisation of the fringe, reduction of space between Westbourne and Emsworth, 
destruction of valuable wildlife habitats, proper ecological survey needs to be carried out. 
2. Oak Tree Drive – 55 houses at the top of Hollybank Lane.  Objections: incursion into strategic gap and 
Hollybank Woods, unjustified grounds for urbanisation, lack of sufficient infrastructure, destruction of 
valuable wildlife habitats. 
3. Interbridges west – Industrial development west of New Brighton Road.  Objections: unsatisfactory 
access, employment not needed in Emsworth on this site, environmental issues.   
We urge you to send individual objections to these proposals.  You have to respond on special forms 
obtained either from the library, Havant Borough Council offices or from their website at 
http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-4171   Objections must be in by 14 March.   
For recent news visit the Emsworth Residents Association website at 
http://www.emsworth-residents.co.uk/ 
 
Hampshire Farm  
Following a phone call from Pene Salter I had a walk round the Hampshire Farm site.  There is access 
through a gap in the hedge near the mini roundabout on Westbourne Road and another on Redlands Lane.  
The whole field has been set aside for 4 years and has a lush growth of vegetation, including a number of 
tall Pampas grass plants.  I did not try to identify the plants, though I did notice a lot of Soft Rush.  There is 
a row of mature Oaks along the eastern edge of the site along with some recent tree planting.  I walked 
along deer tracks and actually disturbed a couple of Roe Deer.  Pene says the deer are around all the time 
and actually leave poo in her garden.  I found a dead Red Fox near the northern edge, very badly affected 
by mange, which Pene tells me has been a source of some concern among local residents.  Pene also 
says she has heard Tawny Owl over the site and seen bats flying.  There clearly should be a proper 
ecological evaluation of the site prior to any development.  
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 7:  Feb 14-20, 2005 

Renewal of paths 
Jane Noble used to be the paths officer with Hampshire County Council and helped out with the path 
re-laying exercise in Brook Meadow last year.  She has now moved to West Sussex County Council, so we 
are just outside her remit (though there is a bit of Brook Meadow in West Sussex).  Jane wrote to say how 
pleased she was that Hampshire County Council continued to support the renewal of paths on Brook 
Meadow.  “It will be great to get the path completed, enabling people to access 'countryside on the 
doorstep', such as Brook Meadow, really does help people value such 'wild' areas, as well as reducing 
their need to drive to spots further afield.  Well done and keep up the good work.” 
Help is needed with the path laying on Saturday 19 March from 9.30am to 5pm, meeting at the Seagull 
Lane entrance.   Please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 or e-mail her at 
brettellf@ntlworld.com for further details, if you can help. 
 
Visit of Watch Group 
We were delighted to receive another visit from children and parents of the local Watch Group led by Sally 
Church to Brook Meadow on Saturday 19 February.   Watch is the junior section of the Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust.  Having no suitable conservation tasks for the group to perform, we agreed that a survey of the 
meadow area for early signs of spring would be an interesting exercise for the 3 children and 4 adults 
attending the morning session.  Bright sunshine was the order of the morning, though we all had to wrap up 
well against a very cold northerly wind.   
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Among the wild flowers noted were Gorse, Lesser Celandine, Winter Heliotrope, Snowdrops, Daffodils and 
White and Red Dead-nettle, while one pair of sharp eyes detected the blue flowers of Common Field 
Speedwell.  We examined the recently planted Black Poplars and noted the tiny silver catkin buds on the 
Goat (“Pussy”) Willows nearby.  The Hawthorn hedge, which the group planted last year, was carefully 
examined and the children noted that some of the plants were beginning to sprout leaves.    
We heard lots of bird song, including a lusty Dunnock, singing its heart out.  We discussed the reasons why 
birds sing.  The group was amazed at the large number of molehills on Brook Meadow and even more so, 
when I said I had counted over 1,000 earlier in the week.  This set the children doing a count for 
themselves.  Over 100 molehills were counted in one area.   
A Brown Trout was seen swimming in the river under the south bridge.   The only insect of the morning was 
a Bumblebee, seen by one of the parents.  The children had great fun looking for Water Vole burrows along 
the river bank, and turning over stones in the river looking for small creatures.   
Everyone agreed the survey was an interesting and educational exercise for both children and adults.  One 
young lady kept a complete list of all the wildlife we found during the morning, truly, a budding naturalist!  
Photos from the day can be seen on the web site at  . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Workday – Sunday 20 February 
Four hardy souls turned up for the workday on a sunny but very cold morning.  Lesley, Penny and Wally 
were joined by a new prospective member Linda Powell.  They decided to continue with the low level 
pruning and removal of dead wood from the 6 or 7 Crack Willow Trees dotted around the North Meadow, 
the cuttings being spread in 2 or 3 piles around the edges of the meadow.  The lively session of work was 
completed by midday, interrupted only by a congenial coffee/biscuit break in the sunshine. Ted Aylett 
delivered the coffee and joined in with the chat.  Linda had seen the workday details in 'The EMS' and will 
be sending her subscription to Frances.  She also has a friend who wants to join, which will move our 
membership onwards towards the 400 mark.   
 
River clearance 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove did their regular river cleaning session on Monday.  They were pleasantly 
surprised how little litter there was compared to normal.  Pat says they found a salmon, weighing about a 
pound; the only downside, it was still in the packet! 
 
Wildlife Photos 
Photos of most of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be found on the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
One of the great pleasures of a walk through Brook Meadow, as spring approaches, is to listen to the 
variety of bird song.  Most of our common resident birds are now using their songs to establish territories 
and to attract mates, including Robin, Dunnock, Wren,  Song Thrush, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, 
Greenfinch, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon and Chaffinch.  Actually, Song Thrushes have been quiet for the 
past 2 weeks.  I have also had a Blackcap singing in my back garden in the past week, so things are 
certainly on the move.  Pairs of Mallard have been on the river together with 2 Moorhen, looking for 
possible nesting sites on the river banks.   
 
Plants 
Unfortunately, our early flowering Cow Parsley on the main river path has been inadvertently chopped 
down along with some Brambles.  The pink buds of Butterbur are showing on the river bank near the sluice 
gate.  Rosettes of large crinkly leaves in Palmer's Road Copse, look like Wild Primrose, but I suspect are a 
garden escape e.g. Japanese Cowslip.   
Cherry blossom adorns many trees around the town, but Blackthorn is yet to flower.  Elder and Hawthorn 
leaves are sprouting and the Alders are festooned with long red catkins and used brown cones from last 
year.  Goat Willows have shed the brown outer casing of their flower buds to reveal bright silver buds, but 
none have opened their golden anthers as yet.   
 
Insects 
There is not much movement on the insect front as yet, though a Bumblebee was seen on Brook Meadow 
on Saturday and I had a Red Admiral butterfly in my garden over the weekend.  Ralph Hollins reports the 
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first Brimstone butterfly was seen in Ropley on Feb 12, though this is not a record.  In 2001 one was out on 
Jan 1, in 2002 on Jan 14, and in 2003 on Jan 25.   
 
The millponds 
Brendan Gibb-Gray told me the pair of Tufted Ducks were still on Slipper Mill pond.  He wondered if there 
was any possibility that they might be looking for somewhere local to breed.  As far as I am aware, Tufted 
Ducks have never nested on the local millponds, though they do nest on Thorney Island, so there is always 
a chance, though I doubt it will happen.   No Red-breasted Mergansers were seen this week.  Brendan also 
said the Kingfisher was very much in evidence, flying into Slipper Mill pond and Dolphin Quay from Peter 
Pond and the Ems.  A Coot was snug on its ‘tower’ nest beside a post in the NW corner of Slipper Millpond, 
but the nest is vulnerable to flooding at high tide.   
 
Buzzards Fighting 
Tony Wootton sent me some dramatic photos of 2 Buzzards that he saw fighting on the ground near 
Winchester.  He said the two birds engaged in bursts of fighting for about 7 minutes, after which they both 
flew away with no signs of obvious injury.  Personally, I have never seen anything like that, but I found the 
answer in the birdwatcher’s bible, ‘Birds of the Western Palearctic’.  What Tony was witnessing was most 
likely a dispute over food.  You can see one of Tony’s photos on the group web site at . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Other news 
The 3 White-fronted Geese are still on the flooded field, viewable from the junction of Thornham Lane and 
Thorney Road.    
A Barn Owl has been seen hunting over fields at Nutbourne, late afternoon.   
This has been the best winter ever for Waxwings, not only in Britain, but also across Europe.  The birds are 
considered to have arrived from populations much further east than normal.  The reason for the 
invasion/displacement westwards was a crop failure in Siberia.  
The annual wildlife review for 2003-04 for Chichester Harbour has been published on the Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy web site: http://www.conservancy.co.uk/environment/wildlife.htm  It was a good 
year for Little Egrets and Brent Geese, but Shelduck numbers continue to slide.  It was an exceptionally 
good year for Southern Marsh Orchids which continue to flourish and expand on Fishbourne Meadows, but 
worryingly, there is a continuing decline in Spartina (Cord-grass) in the harbour, and of the mud humps on 
which it previously grew. 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 6:  Feb 7-13, 2005 

Group news 
Three new members this week took the total membership to a 358.  Is 400 really out of reach this year?   
The Brook Meadow sign that was torn from the post on the corner of Peter Pond by vandals has been 
replaced by WSCC.  In fact this is a new sign, the original one could not be replaced due to damage.   
 
Help needed with path laying  
We started re-laying the main paths through Brook Meadow last year but did not complete the project 
because we ran out of both money and energy!   However, we now have the money and all we need is the 
labour.  Ben Spraggon is coming again with his mini digger and Peter Johnn of HCC Paths Partnership will 
be supervising the work as well as helping out and bringing a mechanical wheelbarrow, wacker plate and 
other equipment.  Their help proved invaluable last year and the year before.  
We had a magnificent turn out last year.  Even our local MP gave a hand.  Now we urgently need your help 
again.  Can you help out with this important community project, even if it is only for a couple of hours?   
All equipment, plus tea and coffee, will be provided.  But, if you have a strong wheelbarrow, please bring it 
along.  No skills are required other than being reasonably fit and healthy with the determination to help shift 
30 tonnes of path gravel in a day!   
The path laying will take place in Brook Meadow, Emsworth on Saturday 19 March 9.30am to 5pm, 
meeting at the Seagull Lane entrance.   Please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 or email her 
at brettellf@ntlworld.com for further details, if you can help. 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Bird news 
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There is currently plenty of bird song in Brook Meadow and around the town.  Several Wrens and Robins 
were going strong in Brook Meadow and Blue and Great Tits are also very active.  A Little Egret is a regular 
visitor on the river and there appear to be 2 pairs of Carrion Crows on the North Meadow.  I hope they get 
on.  A Chiffchaff was feeding in the trees on the west bank of the River Ems near the gasholder.   
On Tuesday evening I was surprised to hear a loud “kee-ak, kee-ak” call in the sky above Bridge Road and 
looking up I saw a long-tailed parrot flying overhead.  This was most likely a Ring-necked Parakeet, which 
have now established themselves in the London area, but are uncommon in our area, as yet.   
On Friday, I noticed about 30 Rooks in the trees behind Jubilee House at the northern end of Victoria 
Road.  These could be the birds that have traditionally nested in the Rookery on the main Havant Road 
near Emsworth House, but I could see no signs of any Rookery.  Is there another Rookery in Emsworth?     
 
New web page on bird song 
For anyone interested in learning more about bird song I have started an experimental page on the group 
web site where I hope to develop as a source of information about the identification, recording and analysis 
of bird songs and calls.  There is not much on it at present, but if you are interested go to . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-bird-songs.htm 
 
News from the millponds 
The very windy conditions on Thursday brought 5 Red-breasted Mergansers onto the Town Millpond.  
Brendan Gibb-Gray saw the pair of Red Breasted Mergansers back on Slipper Millpond on Thursday and 
said virtually the whole surface of pond was covered with gulls at about midday on Thursday.   
Gulls provide an astonishing spectacle in Emsworth at present.  They are mainly Black-headed Gulls, with 
a good few Common and Herring Gulls  with a few Lesser Black-backed Gulls.   Many of the Black-headed 
Gulls are now developing their dark hoods.  One of the immature Herring Gulls has a red ring on its left leg, 
but I was unable to read any lettering on it.   
On Slipper Millpond the 3 pairs of Coot were driving off neighbours to mark off their territories.  There have 
already been one or two nest building attempts.  One day I found 2 Little Egrets resting on the southern 
raft, one with resplendent plumes blowing in the wind.   
The “funny duck” on Peter Pond referred to last week is almost certainly a Mallard hybrid, but with what we 
are not sure.    
 
The best millpond news of the week was probably the appearance of first one then two Tufted Duck on 
Slipper Millpond at the weekend.  They were seen by our regular Slipper Millpond correspondent, Brendan 
Gibb-Gray.  Tufted Duck are very common on the Town Millpond, but are unusual on Slipper Millpond.  
This is puzzling, since Slipper Millpond seems a very suitable pond for them, but they do seem to prefer the 
town millpond, probably because they get better fed there.  My own last sighting of Tufted Ducks on Slipper 
Millpond was in March 2002.   
 
More Rowans on the way? 
Responding to the piece on Waxwings eating Rowan berries in last week’s notes, Debbie Robinson wrote 
to say she lived in Austria for a few years and Rowans were very highly prized over there for the delicious 
schnapps that is distilled from the berries.  The Rowan is called 'Vogelbeer' in German, which literally 
translates as 'bird berry' – a good name considering its attraction for Waxwings.  Naturally enough Debbie 
is all in favour of planting Rowans in Brook Meadow.  What a nice idea (hic).   
Dave Oliver of Havant Borough Council also responded positively to the Waxwings piece and has asked 
the Council Parks man, Rob Hill, to see if further Rowan trees can be planted in the borough for the 
Waxwings.  Go for it Rob.   
Debbie also passed on the sad news that a deer was killed just outside Brook Meadow last week, she 
thinks along the footpath at the end of Seagull Lane, just underneath the railway bridge.  Apparently the 
deer was scared by dogs and ran into something breaking its neck.   
 

MOLEHILLS ON BROOK MEADOW 
Molehills are springing up everywhere in Brook Meadow.  Gardeners would be dismayed if this happened 
on their lawns, but Brook Meadow is no lawn and Moles are welcome here.  I actually watched a molehill 
being formed near the signcase at the south gate; I waited for a mole to emerge, but nothing came.  Moles  
are, in fact, rarely seen on the surface of the ground, where they are easy prey for predators.  Moles are 
specially active at this time of the year, when tunnel systems are being enlarged in preparation for the 
breeding season.  The tunnel system, which is the permanent habitation of the mole, acts as a food trap, 
collecting invertebrate prey such as earthworms and insect larvae.   
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Molehills survey 
On Thursday 10 Feb I decided to do another survey of the molehills on Brook Meadow.  I not only counted 
the molehills, but also plotted the main clusters of molehills on a map.  I counted a total of 1,110 molehills 
in 21 clusters.  This clearly shows a big increase in Mole activity over the past month; I counted 528 in 
January.  Some clusters were large, containing up to 130 molehills, while others were small with only 10.  
Does this mean some moles are more active than others?   There were also some extra large molehills, 
which might be “fortresses” , which moles build over a nest site.  One on the east side of the Centre 
Meadow measured 120cm across.  The full results of the survey can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-moles.html 
 
How many moles are there on Brook Meadow?  
There appears to be no simple formula for calculating the mole population from the number of molehills.  I 
have looked in books by David Stone and searched the internet in vain.  The problem is that moles vary in 
their activity and in the number of hills they produce.  However, let us assume each cluster of molehills in 
the present survey represents one mole’s activity then we could have 19 active moles on the Brook 
Meadow site.  In fact, this figure could be higher, since mole territories overlap and there could be more 
than one mole per cluster of molehills.   
This calculation fits reasonably well with the density figures provided by R David Stone in “The Mole” (Shire 
Natural History).  He gives 3,000 square metres for males (rising to 7,000 square metres in the breeding 
season) and about 2,000 square metres for females.  The Brook Meadow site covers roughly 45,000 
square metres which would, in theory, give 20 moles 2,250 square metres each.  Since territories overlap, 
this figure should probably be higher.    
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 5:  Jan 31 – Feb 6, 2005 
Work session  
Four people (Tony Wootton, Wally, Barbara and Frances) turned up at the workday on Thursday 3 
February.  It was a rather grey misty morning so we decided to take it easy and pruned the trees along the 
path in the South Meadow. We started with the 2 Silver Birches at the South entrance and worked our way 
northwards. We only removed some of the lower branches plus any branches which were clearly dead or 
diseased. There was quite a lot of litter in the bin at the southern entrance but Sid came along and emptied 
as usual.  Report by Frances Jannaway. 
 
Presentation to 350th member 
On Wednesday 2nd February Frances Jannaway and Brian Fellows presented a framed print of Marian 
Forster’s painting for the interpretation board to Mrs Diane Baber of 5 Beacon Sq for being the 350th 
member of Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  The current membership stands at 355, so onwards 
towards 400.  A photo of the presentation can be seen on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Bird Song 
Blackbird and Chaffinch are usually the last of our common birds to start singing and both were in good 
voice for the first time in Emsworth this week.   At dusk on Tuesday I heard the wonderfully rich notes of a 
Blackbird in West Street, Emsworth and later in the week others were singing in Brook Meadow and in 
Bridge Road car park.   On Friday I listened to two Chaffinches singing in competition from the trees on 
either side of the bridge leading onto Brook Meadow at the end of Seagull Lane. 
 
Birds on the millponds 
A pair of Little Grebes have been fishing regularly in Slipper Millpond, near the sluice gate.  You can hear 
them "whinnying”, so maybe will try to nest beside the pond, which would be for the first time in my 
memory.   
You may have noticed a lot of small white feathers collecting in the north west corner of Slipper Millpond.  
These are probably the result of a winter gull moult.  Black-headed Gulls moult twice a year; a moult of 
body feathers takes place from the end of December to the end of April and again from the end of May to 
the beginning of October.  Flight feathers moult once from the end of May to the beginning of November.   
I thought we had lost our pair of Red-breasted Mergansers, so I was delighted to find them back on Slipper 
Millpond, snoozing on the southern most raft.   
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Mute Swans continue to dominate the Town Millpond.  On Monday I counted 92.  There were also 1 
Canada Goose, 74 Mallard, 20 Tufted Duck and 12 Coot.  More Coot collect in the harbour beneath the 
Quay.   Only the regular 3 pairs of resident Coot remain on Slipper Millpond.   
 
Funny duck on Peter Pond  
On Sunday morning I found another unusual duck on Peter Pond, swimming with the resident Mallard.  It 
was probably a hybrid of some sort though it reminded me of the Chiloe Wigeon that was here on 19-20 
January.  It was a much browner bird overall than the Chiloe Wigeon, far less bright and colourful.  On its 
head it had a distinctive green crescent.  I would appreciate another opinion.  Photos of the bird can be 
seen on the group web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Other bird news 
The Waxwings have returned to Denvilles.  Ralph Hollins had excellent views of 8 in Rowan Road on 
Thursday of this week.  I have been over twice without seeing them, though the Rowan trees are still 
loaded with red berries, so they may well return.  Ralph suggests we might try planting Rowans in Brook 
Meadow to attract Waxwings.  Now that’s an idea!   
Three White-fronted Geese can still be seen on the flooded field north of the Little Deeps on Thorney 
Island.   A flock of 70 Black-tailed Godwits, including two with colour rings, were on the mudflats near Nore 
Barn Woods.   
Paul Jackman had an unusual visitor to his bird table in Mill End, Emsworth this week – a Kestrel.  Kestrel 
is unusual in gardens, according to the BTO It has been recorded in about 4% of gardens.  Sparrowhawk is 
a far more common visitor.   
 
Plant news 
On Brook Meadow the first pink flower buds of Butterbur are now pushing their way through the soil on the 
river bank near the sluice gate.  We can expect the first flowers to show themselves in a couple of weeks 
time.   The plum tree on the causeway is starting to flower.   
The two local Cow Parsley plants that have been in full flower for several weeks are still looking very fine 
indeed; one is alongside the main river path on Brook Meadow and the other on the side of Thorney Road 
opposite the entrance to Emsworth Marina.  You can’t miss them.   
 
News from Ralph Hollins  
Ralph found a clump of Frogspawn in a tiny puddle of water beside the old Hayling Billy line just north of the 
East Street bridge.  If anyone wants to collect it for their pond they will be saving it from certain death as the 
water dries out. 
More signs of global warming?  A Turtle Dove has been in the Townhill Park area of Southampton and a 
Swallow in Gosport.   
Up to 200 Pied Wagtails were seen on the roof of the Havant Tesco store, very likely they have been 
roosting there all winter.   
A newly fledged Blackbird was out of the nest in Southampton on Feb 3 and House Sparrows were seen  
taking nest material into a South Hayling roof where they nested last year. 
There seem to be fewer Chiffchaff  than usual in the Havant area this winter.  Since the changes to the 
Budds Farm sewage works these birds have totally deserted that site where up to 20 used to winter.   
 
Wildlife Photos 
Photos of most of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be found on the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 

GREEN LAND THREATENED WITH DEVELOPMENT 
I have received the following letter from Roy Murrell, 14 Kings Terrace, Emsworth, drawing our attention to 
yet another piece of green “wild” land that is under threat of development in Emsworth.  One can see the 
land in question from the side of the A259 near the Co-op.  It is overgrown, but ideal for bird nesting.  
Mr Murrell writes:  
“I am a resident of Kings Terrace, Emsworth and write to you regarding a planning application currently 
before Havant Borough Council to develop a small parcel of land between No.4 and No.5 Kings Terrace. 
There are a number of concerns that residents have regarding this proposal but in this note I will 
concentrate on the environmental issues that might interest you and members of The Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group.  
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The current planning application is to build a pair of semi detached houses with parking space in the front, 
close to a flint wall that I understand is 180 years old. We fear that this wall might not survive the building 
and construction if the application is allowed. 
However my main point in writing to you concerns the wildlife that this small but significant piece of land 
supports. Currently Crack Willow, brambles and bushes  provide nesting sites and habitat for a number of 
birds. I regularly see blackbirds, Dunnock, robins and wrens in the area.  I am not an expert by any means, 
and I am sure an ornithologist might see many more! 
If allowed, the proposed development will be detrimental to this part of Emsworth, but more importantly a 
small but important corner providing a refuge for birds, small animals and insects, will be lost for ever. 
We owe it to future generations to do all in our power to protect wildlife and their habitat.” 
 

WHAT IS THE EMSWORTH DESIGN STATEMENT (EDS)? 
The Emsworth Design Statement looks at the character of Emsworth, its buildings and their setting, its 
trees, open spaces and views. Together these things make Emsworth distinctive and it is important that we 
protect it. Village Design Statements are taken into account by the Council when it considers planning 
applications.  It is important that as many people as possible come and see the exhibition and make their 
comments.  
The Emsworth Design Statement (EDS) exhibition is in International House (on the Square) on Friday 11 
February 2-5pm and Saturday 12 February 9am - 5pm.  Information from Frances Jannaway.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 4:  Jan 24-30, 2005 

Target achieved! 
This week, at last, we reached our target of 350 members for the current year - a great testament to the 
support the project is receiving from the local community.  Would anyone even dare to think about building 
on this lovely area with so many people prepared to lie down in front of the bulldozers! 
Mrs Baber of Beacon Square was our 350th member, using a membership form that was included in a 
recent issue of The Ems.  She will be presented with her framed print of Marian Forster’s painting for the 
interpretation board next Wednesday.  We have had another two people joining since Mrs Baber, so the 
total is now 352.  Fare forward, as they say, to the next milestone of 400 members, though that will be a tall 
order for the current year.   
 
Praise from our local MP 
David Willetts, our local MP, has always been very supportive of the conservation project and has also 
helped out on some workdays.  David was the speaker at the AGM of the Emsworth Residents Association 
this week and Frances told me more or less the first thing he mentioned in his speech was how much he 
looked forward to the weekly e-mail with all the news from Brook Meadow.  It was the first thing he read 
when he sat down at his desk on a Monday morning in the House of Commons.  Good morning David!  
 
New signcase 
A new Metroguard signcase was delivered this week.  This will be erected next to the new fence at the top 
of the river bank in Palmer's Road Copse and will contain mainly information about our Water Voles.  We 
also order three new signcase windows to replace ones that have been damaged.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Chiloe Wigeon departs 
Sadly, our exotic visitor from the Falkland Islands, appears to have left Emsworth.  Surely, not on its way 
back to the Falkland?  Seriously, it was almost certainly an escape from a wildfowl collection somewhere.  
The last time I saw the Chiloe Wigeon was on Slipper Millpond on Thursday 20th Jan.  I had a good look 
around on Monday 24th Jan but it was nowhere to be seen.  However, I had an e-mail from Barry Collins to 
say he saw a male Chiloe Wigeon chatting up a female Mallard on Fishbourne Millpond on Tuesday 25 Jan 
which was almost certainly the same bird.  Barry was at Fishbourne again on Friday 28 Jan, but there was 
no sign of the famous Chiloe Wigeon.   I also checked Fishbourne on Saturday, but it was not there.  If 
anyone sees this interesting bird then please let me know.  It stands out clearly from Mallard, with its white 
face and rufous flanks.  Barry tells me he last saw a Chiloe Wigeon on Thorney Little Deeps nearly 10 
years ago on 3 August 1995.  Probably, not the same bird.   
 
Avocets at Nutbourne  



No one had seen any Avocets for a couple of weeks and we feared they had left Chichester Harbour, but 
on Monday morning I had an e-mail from Mary and Jim Colbourne to say they spotted 7 Avocets in the bay 
at Nutbourne on Sunday 23 Jan.  They were just above the shoreline with their heads tucked firmly into 
their backs.  They later woke up and started feeding.  Mary sent me a couple of nice snaps, one of the birds 
snoozing and one of them feeding.  They can be seen on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Great Northern Diver? 
Whilst waiting for the Avocets to wake up, Mary and Jim spotted, through the binoculars, an interesting bird 
a short way off shore. It did not look like a grebe but had similar characteristics. It glided through the water 
for some way and then dived. It had a grey back and head and white neck. When they returned home to 
check their bird guide they realised the bird they had seen was probably a Great Northern Diver.  Divers 
are unusual in the local area, but they do occasionally turn up at this time of the year.  A Great Northern 
Diver was spotted in Emsworth Channel on successive days in January this year.  But take care, since it 
can be confused with Cormorant at distance, the diver has a distinctively thicker neck.   
 
 
 
Waxwings in Denvilles?  
As you will have heard, Waxwings are sweeping the country, in one of their occasional irruptions.  Reports 
continue to come in of flocks in Fleet, Farnborough, Farnham, Crawley, Crowborough, Horsham and 
Southampton.  These beautiful birds were showing well at Hedge End, but I believe all the berries have 
now been stripped from the trees in that location.  On Thursday 27 Jan I had a phone call from Ralph 
Hollins to say that the first truly local Waxwings had been seen in Denvilles.  I hot-footed over there on the 
following morning and  searched around the area, including Rowan Road, Nutwick Road and Swallow 
Close without seeing any sign of Waxwings.  Several Rowan trees loaded with red berries, so I suppose 
they could return.   
 
Hollybank Woods 
I can highly recommend Hollybank Woods for a winter’s walk, though it is a bit muddy in parts.  I had a 
good walk on Tuesday morning during which I heard most of the common woodland birds.  You might also 
spot a Buzzard soaring overhead.  Listen for its mewing calls.  Dog's Mercury is now in flower and as was  
Butcher's-broom with its bright red berries.  Andy Brook tells me the spotted leaves of the Early-purple 
Orchids are already showing well and he thinks it could be a good year for them.  Hazel trees were 
abundantly adorned with yellow hanging catkins and, after inspecting many trees, I found one with tiny red 
female flowers.  As always the mosses were wonderful, lining the edges of the pathways, carpeting 
embankments and climbing some way up the trunks of trees.  But they are a devil to identify.   
 
Mute Swan record 
Mute Swans usually build up in numbers during the winter, but currently there are an exceptional number in 
Emsworth.  On Monday 24 Jan I counted a total of 92 on the Town Millpond.  Looking through my records 
this is to be a record count for December since my records began in 1992, though not an overall record for 
the millpond which still stands at an astonishing 135 in July 2001.  On Friday the flock had expanded to 100 
birds, though 52 were in the bay near Nore Barn Woods and 48 on the millpond.  I suspect some have 
migrated from Canoe Lake, which has been abandoned by Mute Swans following a contamination of the 
water in the summer.  There are usual 70-80 on the lake at this time of the year.   
 
Harbour birds galore 
As well as having a glut of Mute Swans, Emsworth also boasts a wonderful display of harbour birds.  The 
birds are particularly good on the mudflats to the west of the town as far as Nore Barn Woods and best 
seen as the tide rises.  I was there on Sunday morning 30 Jan and the spectacle was truly astonishing.   
Birdwatching does not get much better than this.  There were hundreds of Brent Geese, Wigeon and Teal, 
along with about 30 Pintail, that most elegant of ducks.   Ralph Hollins reports a new influx of ducks from 
the continent with 1430 Wigeon with a few Pintail and Shoveler recorded passing over Dungeness. On the 
mudflats west of Emsworth were also thousands of Dunlin, plus good numbers of all the other common 
waders.  Of special interest was a flock of 52 Black-tailed Godwits feeding in the bay near Nore Barn 
Woods to the west of Emsworth, two of which had colour rings on their legs from the Farlington Ringing 
Scheme.   
 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html


Chaffinch singing 
Ralph Hollins walked down the Hayling Billy trail on Sunday and heard four different Chaffinches starting to 
sing, plus a Goldcrest.  Taking into account the birds heard from his garden and a single Skylark over the 
South Moors Ralph heard twelve different species singing on this morning (and that did not include Great 
Tit).  Other bird highlights were a Chiffchaff calling in trees above the Homewell stream and a male 
Bullfinch in trees beside Southmoor Lane.  I too heard my first Chaffinch song of the year on Sunday 
afternoon in Bosham.  
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 3:  Jan 17-23, 2005 
 
Vandalised Brook Meadow sign 
Andy Brookwell from West Sussex came to pick up the vandalised Brook Meadow sign from Frances.  This 
sign was torn off the post on the corner of Peter Pond and was found half way to Southbourne.   
Unfortunately, Andy was unable to use the sign because the fixing brackets were damaged and it was all 
riveted together.  So Frances gave him the spare one that we had made for such an emergency and 
retained the damaged one. He will get the spare one put back on the footpath post. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birdsong on Brook Meadow  
Two Song Thrushes were belting out their strident, repetitive songs on Brook Meadow this week, 
establishing their separate territories, one from the Crack Willows near the north bridge and the other from 
Palmer's Road Copse.  Other regular songsters were Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Great Tit, Blue Tit, 
Woodpigeon and Collared Dove, while a Great Spotted Woodpecker could be heard calling from Palmer's 
Road Copse.  Have you heard one drumming yet?    
 
Chiloe Wigeon on Peter Pond  
On Tuesday 18 Jan I went down to Portsmouth to see an unusual bird on Baffins Pond called a Chiloe 
Wigeon. This bird is a long way from home, since it lives in southern South America and the Falklands 
Islands, so it is obviously an escape from a collection somewhere.  Well, walking round the local millponds 
on Wednesday, I was amazed to see another Chiloe Wigeon, swimming around happily with the Mallard 
on Peter Pond in Emsworth.  I am fairly sure they are different birds, since the Emsworth bird has a much 
brighter plumage than the Portsmouth bird.   The bird is easy to find among the Mallard, it has a high crown 
and small bill, typical of Wigeon, with a distinctive white face which stands out in contrast to its dark head.  
It has rusty-orange flanks and whitish ventral region.  The sexes are similar, so I am not sure if the birds are 
male or female.  Barry Collins says there was one on Thorney Little Deeps about 4 years ago, but the only 
other Chiloe Wigeon I have heard about was on the River Itchen between Woodmill and Mansbridge last 
December.  I have seen them at Arundel Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, but I think they have moved them to 
another site during the reconstruction work that is taking currently underway on the reserve.    
 
Red-breasted Mergansers  
The pair of Red-breasted Mergansers are providing a wonderful spectacle on Slipper Millpond at present.  
These are slim elegant birds with distinctive ragged looking haircuts.  The male looks black and white and 
the female is gingery.  They are often seen swimming and diving for small fish, or resting on one of the 
rafts, preening themselves.   Brendan Gibb-Gray, luck chap, has been watching them from his sitting room 
window overlooking the pond.  Brendan writes “. . . the female is occasionally mobbed by the gulls but the 
male is left alone.  They really are grand looking birds and it is so wonderful to be able to view them without  
binoculars” .  I have also seen the Red-breasted Mergansers on the Town Millpond on several occasions, 
so they clearly move between the two ponds.  There are some nice photos of the Red-breasted 
Mergansers on the web site at . . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Other birds on the millponds 
Brendan also reports watching Little Grebes fishing on Slipper Millpond and in the nearby Dolphin Lake.  
He has also seen the Kingfisher on most days this week and comments that “ . . . he (or she?) looks in very 
good condition for this time of year.”  If you are ever lucky enough to see one perching, the male has an all 
dark bill, whereas the female has a red lower mandible.  I am sure Brendan will also have seen Little 
Egrets, which are regular visitors to the Hermitage Millponds, and Mallard pairs getting increasingly frisky.     
On the Town Millpond this week I counted 56 Mute Swans, 1 Canada Goose, 98 Mallard, 23 Tufted Duck 
and 4 Coot.  A Little Egret and a Grey Wagtail were feeding in the Westbrook Stream.  This is a mucky little 
waterway that runs behind Bridge Road, under the A259 and into the Town Millpond.      

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html


 
Wildlife Photos 
Photos of most of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be found on the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group web site at . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
Birds of the River Ems  
I had a very disappointing walk up the River Ems to Westbourne during the week.  Over the years, I have 
always found this  a reliable spot for wintering Green Sandpipers and Snipe, but all I saw this week were 2 
Grey Wagtails and a Little Egret.  The problem could be disturbance caused by increased use of the area 
by walkers.  The area is now easily accessible through gaps in the hedge and paths are forming along the 
edge of the river, whereas previously one had quite a scramble to get access to the river.      
 
Other bird news 
A little further afield, Judy Carrington has twice seen a  Black Swan on the pond at West Ashling.  I believe 
there was a pair there a couple of years ago which bred, producing a small brood of cygnets.  While 
walking near Walderton on Saturday, I saw a huge flock of over 1,000 Woodpigeons in the fields near 
Adsdean.  I believe these will be winter immigrants from the continent.   
 
Signs of spring  
Another couple of Lesser Celandines were flowering on the edge of Palmer's Road Copse this week and 
Pat Walsgrove reports the Daffodils were in bud on the river banks.  During a walk around Walderton on 
Saturday I found Dog's Mercury, Spurge-laurel, Butcher's-broom and Primroses all flowering.  Pollen buds 
were prominent on the Yew trees, but not releasing their pollen as yet.  The tiny red female flowers were 
out on the Hazel bushes.   
During this walk at Walderton I also saw at least 10 Ladybirds (7-spot), many clinging to Old Man's Beard 
which is abundant in the hedgerows this year and a Bumblebee flying.    
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 2:  Jan 10-16, 2005 

Tree management report  
Frances Jannaway has prepared a comprehensive report on the management of the trees on Brook 
Meadow for the next decade.  It has been approved by Andy Skeet, chief tree officer at Havant Borough 
Council.  Frances has also been working on an annual work schedule for Brook Meadow as well as a 6 
year plan of work (as part of the management plan for Brook Meadow).   A very busy lady!   
 
Workday: Sunday 16 January 2005 
Five volunteers, Pat, Graham, Wally, Frances and Debi Saunders, turned up on a rather cloudy morning, 
although the sun did come through a bit later.  It was decided to start the planned coppicing work on the 
Crack Willows in the centre of the meadow. We were, however, only able to remove the smaller branches 
and will have to use a chain saw for the larger ones. The plan is to coppice about 5 or six groups of willows 
each year. This means the work will take about 6 or 7 years to complete. This coppicing work can only be 
done during the late autumn/winter.  The branches we cut off were then taken to create the dead hedge on 
the other side of the river next to the industrial estate to prevent people using this route as a short cut and 
destroying the riverbank habitat of the water voles.    
For report and photos by Frances Jannaway go to ... 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds on Brook Meadow  
This week, Robins were singing all round the meadow, plus the occasional Wren, Dunnock, Blue Tit, Great 
Tit and 2 Song Thrushes.  Greenfinches are churring and whistling around the town, but we will have a wait 
a little longer for their full song.   On Tuesday a Stock Dove was singing in Palmer's Road Copse, unusual, 
but not the first time I have heard one here.   
On Wednesday, I disturbed 2 Little Egrets feeding in the river near the sluice gate. As they flew north over 
the meadow, one of the birds was chased for a short distance by a raptor.  From its size, relative to the 
Egret, I would guess it was a female Sparrowhawk.  I have never before seen a Little Egret being chased. 
Incidentally, up to 9 Little Egrets were feeding on the wet, pony field to the west of Thorney Road, 
immediately behind the Sussex Brewery pub.   
 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html


Wild flowers 
Spring is definitely on the way with the first yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine showing themselves on the 
river bank beneath the gasholder, in much the same place where Pat and Graham Walsgrove found them 
for the first time last year.  The flowers are a good 2 weeks earlier than last year, when they were unusually 
late.  The dates for the first Lesser Celandine flowers on Brook Meadow are 12 Jan in 2001, 16 Jan in 
2002, 14 Jan in 2003 and 27 Jan in 2004.   The first local Lesser Celandine flowers this year were seen by 
Ralph Hollins on the banks of the Lymbourne Stream in Havant on 22 Dec (last year!).   
There was no real change elsewhere in the flowering plants on Brook Meadow with 14 counted, plus 2 
grasses.  The Cow Parsley is still flowering very well on the main raised path beneath the gasholder, 
despite having been bent over.   There is another good looking Cow Parsley in full flower on Thorney Road, 
opposite the entrance to the marina.    
Winter Heliotrope is also doing well on the river banks and the yellow flowers of the Common Gorse bush 
stand out brilliantly against the blue sky.  There are fresh flowers of Hogweed just off the main raised path 
near the Willow line.   All the Ivy flowers seem to have gone, to be replaced by berries in various stages of 
ripeness.   Daffodil leaves are now showing well on the river bank in Palmer's Road Copse.  Not seen any 
Snowdrops, but they should not be long.  
 
Trees 
There appear to be very few Hazel catkins on the bushes in the east side plantation this year, and I could 
only find one that was fully open.  In contrast, there are several bushes festooned with fully open yellow 
catkins near Compton in West Sussex and they have been open on the bush behind the bus stop at the 
end of Mill Lane, Langstone for 3-4 weeks.  The next thing to look out for are the tiny red female Hazel 
flowers.  
As always at this time of the year, the Alders on Brook Meadow are decked out with hundreds of dark 
brown cones and pendulous purple male catkins.  The cones are the remains of last year’s fruiting female 
catkins and they remain on the tree throughout the winter long after the winged seeds have been 
dispersed.  The purple male catkins, when examined with a microscope, show numerous overlapping red 
and green scales.  They open a dull yellow-brown from February to April.   This year’s cones are now 
forming on the trees, as tiny red catkins, which go green then brown when ripe.   
 
Fungi 
As at this time last year, fungi are growing on an old log on the west bank of the River Ems behind the 
Bedrock Engineering building.  This week, I found fresh growths of both King Alfred's Cakes and 
Many-zoned Polypore (Coriolus versicolor).  You need to wade across the river to see them.  
 

OTHER BIRD NEWS 
Red-breasted Mergansers  
On Monday I was astonished to find no less than 7 Red-breasted Mergansers, 3 males and 4 females, on 
the Town Millpond, the most I recall ever having seen on the millpond.  It was a very windy morning and I 
suspect they came onto the millpond to shelter from the strong winds.  This was confirmed by their 
absence for the remainder of the week.   The male birds were displaying with their characteristic neck 
stretching.  The regular male-female pair of Red-breasted Merganser continue to be present either on the 
Town Millpond or on Slipper Millpond, usually on the southern most raft.   
 
Gulls galore 
Sorry, if I keep going on about the gulls in Emsworth, but they really are quite amazing.  On Monday 
morning, I did a rough count and got 2,000 in the harbour to the west of the town and another 2,000 on the 
east side.  Add to this another 1,000 or so on Slipper Millpond and we have a grand total of around 5,000 
gulls – by far the most I have ever seen in Emsworth.  My theory is that many of these are refugees from 
the Paulsgrove tip which closed last September and they have discovered the Emsworth tip.   
 
Ringed Mediterranean Gull  
Mediterranean Gulls are not an uncommon sight in Emsworth, though they are incredibly difficult to find 
among the thousands of Black-headed Gulls.  However, on Monday one presented itself on a plate to me 
by perching on one of the boats near the quay.  This bird had rings on its legs, a metal ring on its left leg 
and an red coloured ring on its right leg with some letters/numbers which I was not able to read with my 
binoculars.  Barry Collins, the conservation warden of Thorney Island, has also seen this bird and thinks it 
could have been ringed in Hungary.  If you manage to see the lettering, please let me know.   
 



White-fronted Geese  
Interesting birds in the local area at present are the 3 White-fronted Geese on the flooded field north of the 
Little Deeps on Thorney Island.   They differ from the more familiar Greylag Geese in having black belly 
bands and a white ‘front’ above the bill.  They are best viewed from Thorney Road, just below the junction 
with Thornham Lane.  There are two distinct races of White-fronted Geese, Siberian and Greenland.  The 
Thorney birds are Siberian (Anser albifrons), they breed in Siberia and winter mainly in Norfolk, Slimbridge 
and the Swale Estuary.  They are scarce winter visitors to our area and are more common in Sussex 
(which is where these birds were - just), than in Hampshire.   
 
Waxwings 
The big bird news of the week, which even featured on local radio and TV, was the presence of Waxwings 
at Hedge End.   To see them go the Retail Park at Hedge End (not a pleasant experience in itself) and look 
for the Jessops store.   On Friday I saw up to 30 Waxwings feeding on the red and yellow Rowan berries on 
the trees outside the store.  They have been there for a week and will probably stay until the berries are 
exhausted.  Waxwings are winter visitors to this country from the remote taiga forests of north Eurasia, 
occasionally turning up in their thousands, though in most years there are none.  This is clearly a bumper 
year.  Just why, is not clear, though it probably has something to do with the balance of population 
numbers and availability of their food, ie berries.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 1: Jan 3-9, 2005 

Membership rises 
Membership continues to creep up towards our target of 350.  The total is now a tantalising 346, with only 
29 lapsed members from last year.  Come on.  Who will be the lucky 350th member to be presented with a 
special gift?   This week Frances received a cheque for £50 from Ruth Gregg, now living in Australia, who 
used to live in Gooseberry Cottage. We shall be sending Ruth an A4 print of  Marian Foster's painting for 
the interpretation board for being our most distant member.  
 
Brook Meadow signpost found 
Robin Pottinger e-mailed me to say he had found our missing green 'Brook Meadow' road sign lying in the 
road near the Sussex Brewery.  The sign had been forcibly removed from the post by Peter Pond and quite 
a bit of effort was needed to wrench it off.  Then to take it up the A259 to discard it was quite senseless.  
Fortunately, the sign itself is only slightly damaged, but the fixings holding it to the post have been snapped 
off.   The sign could be replaced, but it will need specialist equipment to get the broken fixings off and put 
new ones on.  Frances will ask WSCC to do it. 
 
New Hawthorn hedge 
Six volunteers attended the work session on Thursday 6 January on a bright and mild day: Frances, 
Jennifer, Pat, Graham, John and Brian.  Brian and John put a mulch round the recently planted hawthorn 
hedge using the arisings from the autumn cut.  Meanwhile, Frances, Jennifer, Pat and Graham planted a  
new hawthorn hedge behind to the new fence in Palmer's Road Copse.  The idea behind this is to create a 
barrier to prevent people going down onto the riverbank, which is an important Water Vole nesting area.   
The volunteers used earth from mole hills on the meadow to fill in the saplings and wood chippings from 
the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park were used as a mulch.  A signcase has been ordered to go alongside 
the fence providing information about Water Voles.  The next Group Workday is on Sunday January 23rd, 
meeting at the Lumley gate at 10am.  
For photos of the workday go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html 
 
Environment news 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove reported filling 2 black bags full of rubbish, mostly with beer cans and bottles, 
during their regular river clearance.  A lot of bottles and cans were also found around the seats.   
The vandalised commemorative plaque on the Seagull Lane bridge, in memory of the two airmen who lost 
their lives over Brook Meadow during the 2nd World War, has now been removed by Graham Alderson, 
who will be replacing it with a new vandal proof one.  The original plaque was donated by Graham.   
A regular user of the meadow and a member of the group asked me if it was OK for her husband to take a 
couple of the logs that are stacked on the east side of the meadow for his wood turning.  I said of course, 
though I am not sure if Crack Willow is suitable for wood turning.    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-work-events.html


Water Vole sighting 
During the workday on Thursday 6 January, John Vickers and I were very surprised to see a Water Vole 
swim across the river near where the Hawthorn hedge was being planted.   Water Voles are rarely seen in 
the winter.  Though they do not hibernate, they do spend most of the time in their burrows beneath the 
ground, feeding on stores of food collected during the summer.   
 
Molehills galore 
I have commented several times on the molehills that have been springing up all around the meadow, so 
on Friday, for the first time, I decided to make a count.  Counting only the fairly fresh molehills I got the 
following figures: South Meadow 38, Centre Meadow 274, North Meadow 216, making a grand total of 528.  
There were a number of fairly large clusters of hills, such as, on the east side of the Centre Meadow and 
the east side of the North Meadow, presumably indicating the activity of one or more moles in that area.  
However, many hills were scattered around the meadow, indicating either a fairly large number of moles 
dotted around the meadow, or a small number of very active and mobile moles.   
 
 
 
 
Birds on Brook Meadow  
John and I also had the company of a very friendly Robin as we removed the grass cuttings to mulch the 
Hawthorns.  The Robin posed for some nice photos as it searched for insects in the disturbed ground.  
Pat Walsgrove noticed a pair of Carrion Crows carrying nesting material to a nest at the top of one of the 
Western Balsam Poplar trees in Palmer's Road Copse.  This is probably the resident pair of Crows that are 
frequently seen scavenging on the meadow.   
On the other side of Brook Meadow, a pair of Magpies were observed in the vicinity of what looks like a 
nest at the top of one of the dead Elms adjacent to the Lumley path.   
A Little Egret has been regularly seen on the river and occasionally perching in trees.  A Grey Wagtail was 
seen beneath the south bridge and a pair of Moorhens were on the river as usual.  
Birds heard singing this morning were Robin, Dunnock, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Song Thrush and 
Woodpigeon.  A Green Woodpecker was heard “yaffling” from the direction of the North Meadow.   
 
Plants 
The leaves of Lesser Celandine are now showing in all parts of the meadow, but no sign of any flowers.  
The first of the new season were found on 31 Dec by Ralph Hollins who found two flowers fully open by the 
Lymbourne stream in Havant.  The mottled leaves of Arum plants are also showing well.  
A mass of Rough-stalked Feather-moss (Brachythecium rutabulum) is growing on the bank of the raised 
footpath, just south of the west side plantation.  This common, but very attractive, moss has pale shiny 
green leaves which are sharply pointed and very finely toothed (you need a microscope to see this).   
 
Birds on the millponds 
Not much change on the local millponds, though Tufted Duck numbers were up to 26 on Friday and the 3 
Red-breasted Mergansers (one male and two females) have been moving between the Town Millpond and 
Slipper Millpond.  Red-breasted Mergansers are sleek, elegant, fish eaters, with wispy crests on their 
heads, and constantly diving.  The male looks mainly black and white and the female gingery.  Little 
Grebes have also been seen fishing on all three millponds this week.  The lone Canada Goose remains on 
the Town Millpond along with 50 or so Mute Swans and up to 100 Mallard.  As usual there have been gulls 
galore on Slipper Millpond and Peter Pond, mainly Black-headed, with some Herring and Common Gulls 
and one or two Lesser Black-backed.   Most of the Coot from Slipper Millpond have moved into the 
harbour, where over 50 of them can usually be found milling around the area of the quay.   
 
Emsworth Harbour 
The harbour has been brimming with birds this week.  Gulls were by far the most numerous.  I did not count 
them, but I would estimate about 3,000.  There were several Lesser Black-backed Gulls and I managed to 
find one Mediterranean Gull.  There were well over 1,000 Dunlin plus small numbers of most of the other 
common waders.  About 200 Brent Geese collect in the main channel with another 500 or so on the 
mudflats to the west of Emsworth at low water.  There were also around 40 Shelduck.  I found a pair of 
Gadwall in the main channel, the first I have ever seen in the harbour, though they have been on Slipper 
Millpond.   
 



For wildlife photos of the week go to . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html
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