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Summary of the week’s news and wildlife observations from Brook Meadow 
Web Site . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 

 
WEEK 53: Dec 27 2004 – Jan 2, 2005 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Spring is coming! 
Christmas is over and bird activity is starting to pick up as spring approaches.  I saw a pair of 
Mallard copulating on Peter Pond this week.  Meanwhile, I and my neighbours are woken up 
every morning by the strident singing of a Song Thrush, “Wake up, wake up wake up” it sings.  
This loud song contrasts with the bitter sweet song of the Robin and the pleasant chortling of 
Starlings, which are also common sounds around the town.  Gatherings of House Sparrows 
chatter merrily amongst themselves in  bushes and hedgerows.   
Wrens are not so vocal as they have been, but Blue and Great Tits are now singing regularly.  
Occasional bursts of song can be heard from Dunnock, Goldfinch, Collared Dove and 
Woodpigeon.  Blackbirds alert us to their presence with their constant “chinking” at dusk, but I 
have not heard their sub song for a couple of weeks.  Chaffinch and Greenfinch are not likely to be 
heard for a few weeks yet.   
The list of birds seen on and around Brook Meadow now stands at 63, with 48 of them recorded in 
2004, which is slightly up on 2003 and 2002.    
 
Birds on the millponds 
On the millponds of Emsworth, Tufted Duck numbers were up to 23 on the Town Millpond, while 
both the Town Millpond and Slipper Millpond had visits from a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers 
this week, the male is handsome black and white, the female is brown and both have crests on 
their heads.  
I have mentioned the Little Deeps on the western side of Thorney Island before, but they are well 
worth a visit for excellent close views of Bearded Tits on the reeds near the path.  Mary and Jim 
Colbourne got some nice photos a couple of weeks ago and this week I watched the acrobatics of 
two of them clinging tenaciously to the reed stems as the strong wind swirled them around.    
 
Plants of the week 
At the end of the year, flowering plants are very hard to find, with the exception of Winter 
Heliotrope and Gorse which are still going strong.  The Winter Heliotrope is best on the south west 
corner of Peter Pond.  The only other plants I could find with any sign of flowers on Brook Meadow 
this week were Common Nettle, Common Ragwort, Cow Parsley, Feverfew, Groundsel, 
Guernsey Fleabane, Lesser Stitchwort, Petty Spurge, Wavy Bitter-cress, White Dead-nettle, 
Winter Heliotrope, Yarrow, Common Gorse and Ivy, plus 4 grasses, Annual Meadow-grass, 
Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass and Wall Barley, giving a grand total of 18.    
Off the site Shepherd's Purse is flowering well on many local road verges.   
 
More Cow Parsley in flower 
On New Year's Day, Roger Mills sent me photos he had taken of a Cow Parsley plant in full flower 
on the raised path alongside the Ems about 100 yards south of the north bridge.  This is very 
early, but not a record since there has been one in flower since mid-November on the Lumley 
Path just off Lumley Road and Ralph Hollins has also seen several in flower in Havant.  Another 
sign of global warming?  Roger also saw a House Sparrow having a wonderful bath in the river at 
the same time.   
A photo I took of the Cow Parsley the following day can be seen on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos-wildlife.html 
 
Hazel catkins  
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Ralph Hollins found the first Hazel Catkins open for business on Christmas Day, on the bush that 
hangs over the bus stop at the end of Mill Lane at Langstone.  On Brook Meadow, the pale 
lemon-yellow male catkins are certainly in bud on the Hazel bushes in the north east plantation, 
but are not open as yet.  I expect them to start opening in the next week or so, to be followed by 
the bright red styles of the tiny female flowers, both before the leaves come.  
 
Annual Review of Plants of Brook Meadow  
I have been compiling a list of plants on Brook Meadow since 2000 with the help of several local 
naturalists, notably, Ralph Hollins, Gwynne Johnson and Pete Selby (the latter two persons sadly 
deceased).  Two earlier botanical surveys were conducted by the Hampshire Wildlife Trust in 
1991 and 1998.   
The total number of different plants (excluding bryophytes) recorded on Brook Meadow now 
stands at 264 species, comprising 172 herbs, 42 trees and shrubs, 30 grasses, 13 sedges, 5 
rushes and 1 horsetail.   In addition, 23 mosses and liverworts were found by Rod Stern.  The 
complete list can be seen on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-list-plants.html 
 
The figures for the past 4 years are as follows:  
2000 - 132,  2001 - 190,  2002 - 208,  2003 - 230 and  2004 - 227.   
In the two earlier surveys carried out by Hampshire Wildlife Trust, in 1991 16 plants were 
recorded and in 1998 56 were recorded.   
There were 6 new additions to the plant list in 2004, Black Nightshade on the edge of Palmer's 
Road Car Park, Holm Oak tree beside the south gate, Wild Cherry in Seagull Lane patch, Wild 
Privet along Lumley Road and three planted trees, a Yew, a Weeping Willow and 3 Black Poplars.   
I am still awaiting our first Southern Marsh Orchid.  You live in hope.   
Not all plants on the list are found each year.  Some, such as, Bush Vetch, Great Yellow-cress, 
Fennel, Reed Sweet-grass, Sea Arrowgrass and Saltmarsh Rush have not been seen since the 
HWT surveys in the 1990s and probably don’t exist on the site anymore.  Others have not been 
seen since 2000, such as, Canadian Goldenrod (plentiful on the Interbridges Site), Black Bryony, 
Green Alkanet, Hollyhock, Indian Balsam and Mare’s Tail.  These are also likely to be extinct.   
Others, which are probably still here, but which were not found in 2004, include several found by 
Ralph Hollins and Gwynne Johnson, such as, Marsh Arrowgrass, Meadow Vetchling, Rough 
Hawkbit, Water Starwort, Black Bent-grass, Creeping Bent-grass, Plicate Sweet-grass, Sweet 
Vernal Grass, Whorl-grass and Toad Rush.   
 
Workdays 
The next Group Workday is Thursday January 6th, meeting at the Lumley gate at 10am.  

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 52: Dec 20-26, 2004 

Membership 
Membership is still increasing and is now at 341 which is only 9 short of our target of 350. And 
there are still 32 lapsed members!! 
 
Our fame is getting around the world! 
Frances had a telephone call from Gaynor Wells, one of our members, with a donation for £50 
from her aunt in Australia.  Gaynor has been sending her aunt information and photos of Brook 
Meadow because her aunt used to live in Gooseberry Cottage about 50-60 years ago.   The aunt, 
Mrs Gregg, now lives in Sydney and misses Brook Meadow. Gaynor's father was Mr Haskins, 
who lived in Lumley Hall and owned the coal yard off Lumley Road.  Frances is keen to collect 
historical information about Brook Meadow and has asked Gaynor for any recollections of Brook 
Meadow, either her own or her family's, and particularly her aunt's.  Gaynor would also like to 
make her aunt a member of BMCG and asked if her aunt could be mentioned in the next 
newsletter.  Perhaps the Mrs Gregg will be our 350th member!! 
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Gwynne Johnson  
The funeral of Gwynne Johnson took place at Soberton Parish Church at 11am on Wednesday 
22nd December.  It was a nasty wet morning, but the church was packed with Gwynne’s relations, 
friends and colleagues to wish her a very fond farewell.  Appreciations were given from 
colleagues outlining Gwynne’s work at Portsmouth University, where she taught Physics for over 
30 years, and latterly her work as a naturalist for the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  Gwynne was a 
good friend of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group and we have made a donation of £50 to the 
Hampshire and IOW Wildlife Trust in her memory.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Plants 
I could only find 17 plants in flower this week, plus the usual 3 grasses, and most of those were 
looking pretty sad.  The notable exceptions were the yellow flowers of Gorse and the highly 
aromatic flowers of Winter Heliotrope, which are looking resplendent.   Lesser Stitchwort, 
Common Ragwort, Groundsel, Smooth Sow Thistle, Guernsey Fleabane and Red Dead-nettle 
are just about hanging on, but Hogweed and Wild Angelica appear to have given up the fight.   
 
Birds 
I counted 42 Shelduck in Emsworth Harbour at low water this week. 
 
Garden Bird Survey 
On Tuesday 21st December I took part in the BTO Garden BirdWatch Shortest Day Survey, being 
run in conjunction with the Today Programme on BBC Radio 4.  The aim of this survey was to 
discover more about the arrival patterns of birds at garden feeding stations during the period after 
dawn.  They suspect that different birds may arrive at different times, depending upon their 
roosting behaviour, energy requirements and just where they are in the country.  Observers were 
asked to record the first 10 bird species arriving for food in their gardens, starting at dawn.   
More than 6,000 people across Britain and Ireland took part in the survey and sent in their results 
on line. Results showed that on average Blackbird was the earliest arrival, closely followed by 
Robin, Blue Tit and Song Thrush.  They were followed by Dunnock, Wren, Magpie, Great Tit, 
House Sparrow and (very surprisingly) Pheasant.   Many other common garden visitors, such as, 
Goldfinch, Greenfinch and Starling  tended to arrive much later.  Preliminary results and initial 
interpretation of what they mean can be found on the BTO web site at 
http://www.bto.org/gbw/shortest-day/index.htm 
In my own garden in Bridge Road, Song Thrush was the first to arrive, a bird that had already 
been singing for at least an hour before daybreak.   The next bird to arrive was a Robin, closely 
followed by a second Robin, both feeding on the ground and occasionally on the bird table.  Quite 
early for a pair of Robins?  They were followed by Dunnock, Magpie, Blackbird, House Sparrow 
and Chaffinch, which were all mainly ground feeders.  Birds taking food from the hanging feeders 
came later, including Goldfinch, Greenfinch and Blue Tit.  Collared Dove and Woodpigeon did not 
arrive for at least another 30 minutes, clearly, not early risers.   
 
White scum on the river 
Frances reports quite a lot of white scum on the surface of water in the river, which was collecting 
on the water plants.  She noted it was coming from the north under the railway arch.  Does anyone 
know what it could be?  Residues?  Chemicals from flooded fields further north?   There was also 
a lot of debris/litter on the river banks and especially Palmers Road copse, presumably from the 
recent flooding.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 51: Dec 13-19, 2004 
Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group is now up to 337 with 86 new members 
and 251 renewed.  Only 39 have not yet renewed.  Frances is sending final renewal notices and 
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anyone who has not renewed by the end of the year will be removed from the list.  If you are 
unsure whether or not you have renewed you can check with Frances at brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Workday 
Sunday 19 December. After heavy rain during Saturday night, the River Ems had burst its banks 
south of the sluice and there was a small stream running down the footpath into the south 
meadow.  The water level was so high that the river was going over the sluice gate which has 2 
missing wooden blocks, not yet replaced by the Environment Agency.  The footpath was also 
flooded in Palmers Road copse right up to the seat!   
Six people (Frances, Pat and Graham, Penny, Lesley and David) turned up for the workday on a 
bright if slightly chilly Sunday morning but we were unable to do the planned task of planting some 
Hawthorn whips behind the new fence because the water level in the river was too high and 
planting would have been rather difficult. Instead we mulched the recently planted trees (oaks, 
alder buckthorns, etc.) using the shredded vegetation from the annual cut.  Afterwards, Penny 
Aylett invited the group back for mulled wine and hot mince pies!  Report by Frances Jannaway.   
 
Exhibition in Emsworth Museum  
Frances has been busy getting things organised for the Brook Meadow Exhibition in the Rudkin 
Room at Emsworth Museum from 26 March to 24 April.  The exhibition will be called “Brook 
Meadow through the ages”.  There will be displays showing the work of the conservation group 
since it was set up in the year 2000 along with photographs and sounds of the wildlife of Brook 
Meadow. The exhibition will have an emphasis on the history of Brook Meadow, and Frances 
Jannaway would like to hear from anyone who has memories of the meadow and/or photographs.   
 
Interpretation board 
I spoke to Paul Wilkinson at Metrosigns about getting a thicker perspex window for the 
interpretation board at the Seagull Lane entrance that has been slashed with a knife.  Paul told me 
the windows they supply for the Metroguard cases are 4mm thick, which is sufficient to deter most 
acts of vandalism.  A thicker window would not allow the case to be properly closed, so they do 
not recommend them.  We have ordered a replacement window for the board and a spare, just in 
case.  With the People’s Places grant mentioned last week, we have ordered another signcase to 
be erected near the new fence.  This will contain information and photos about Water Voles.   
 
Tree Management 
With the expert assistance of Andy Skeet of Havant Borough Council, Frances has written an 
excellent report on the tree management in Brook Meadow which should form the basis of the 
group’s work in this area for the next 10 years at last.   
As promised, Andy Skeet arranged for the logs to be removed from the areas around the river.  
They have been put in a pile on the eastern edge of the North Meadow, well away from the river.   
 
Interbridges Site  
Richard Hackwell the Tree Officer with Havant Borough Council has visited the Interbridges Site 
to inspect the trees.  He says some of the trees are in good condition, but for a TPO to be legally 
possible, a threat of damage or removal must be identified.  Under the current proposal there is no 
threat to the trees, since they are to be retained within a landscaping strip alongside the railway 
embankment.  Richard has requested that the planned footpath beneath the trees and a number 
of the parking bays near to the trees are constructed using a no dig design which will prevent 
damage to the trees root system.  A number of the trees, Limes and Horse chestnuts, are in poor 
condition and will require regular remedial works to maintain them in a safe condition this makes 
them unsuitable for a TPO.  Trees close to rail lines require regular safety works and TPOs can 
hinder this essential work, therefore TPOs are only made on rail side trees in extreme 
circumstances.  So sadly, there is no current case to make a TPO on this site.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Plants 

mailto:brettellf@ntlworld.com


This week I found 21 plants in flower on Brook Meadow, plus 3 grasses.  This  was an 
improvement on Week 51 last year when 8 plus 3 was the meadow’s total.  Maybe things are 
warming up, or am I just getting better at find them?  Probably a bit of both.   
 
Birds 
On Brook Meadow a Woodpigeon was singing for the first time this winter.  A charm of about 8 
Goldfinches were feeding on the tall Alders around the Lumley pool.  I spoke to Fred Portwin who 
said he had seen the Kingfisher on two occasions recently perching on the reeds overlooking 
Peter Pond.   
This week’s count of birds on the local millponds produced 53 Mute Swans, 1 Canada Goose, 98 
Mallard, 19 Tufted Duck and 11 Coot on the Town Millpond plus a further 5 Mute Swans and 33 
Coot in the harbour near The Quay.  On Slipper Millpond were 1 Little Grebe, 1 Cormorant, 1 
Red-breasted Merganser, 32 Mallard, 34 Coot and 2 Moorhen and on Peter Pond 2 Mute Swans, 
46 Mallard, 1 white duck, 2 Coot and 2 Moorhen.   
On Tuesday morning there was an astonishing mass of gulls on both the Hermitage Millponds.  I 
counted 1,430 on Slipper Millpond with a further 300 on Peter Pond.  Most were Black-headed 
Gulls with a few Common Gulls and about 50 juvenile Herring Gulls on Slipper Millpond.  I also 
noticed one Great Black-backed Gull, which is unusual for Slipper Millpond.  There were about a 
further 1,500 gulls in the harbour, making a grand total of around 3,500 for the town.   
Tony Wilkinson told me that Brendan Gibb-Gray had to rescue a young Mute Swan which was 
being attacked by the resident Mute Swan pair on Slipper Millpond.   
I had a walk down the west side of Thorney Island to the Great Deeps, hoping for the Bearded Tits 
that Mary and Jim Colbourne found in the reeds at Little Deeps last week, but no luck.  However, 
I did see a nice Stonechat on the fence and there was a high water roost of 130 Lapwing and 
about 100 Shelduck at the Great Deeps along with 9 Greenshank.   
 
Web site changes  
Hopefully, the changes to the group web site are finished and the new site can settle down.  My 
apologies to those who have complained about missing links.  The best plan is to use the index 
page as your bookmark, since this remains unchanged when all around it changes.  The URL for 
the index page is  . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 
Gwynne Johnson  
We had the very sad news this week that Gwynne Johnson died on Sunday 12th December.  Poor 
Gwynne had been ill for a long time with cancer.  You may recall she gave a talk at our AGM a 
couple of years ago on conservation in grasslands.  Gwynne was well known as an expert and 
very enthusiastic amateur naturalist.  With her husband, Nigel, she was very active in the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust and carried out various botanical surveys.  She and Nigel also devoted a 
great deal of love and attention to creating a wonderful garden at their home in Soberton.  But 
Gwynne was much more than a naturalist, she was also a warm and generous human being and 
a great friend to many.   
I knew Gwynne mainly through the Havant Wildlife Group, when we met on Monday evenings for 
talks and discussions and on Saturday mornings for walks in the local countryside.  We shall all 
miss her greatly, for her immense kindness and her ever willingness to help on all things to do with 
nature.  But plants were her love and speciality, and not just pretty wild flowers, for Gwynne was 
also keen for us all to appreciate the less glamorous aspects of the botanical world, namely, 
grasses, sedges, rushes and even mosses.  We all loved her so much.  Personally, I have learned 
more about plants from Gwynne than any other person.  Gwynne was a joy to walk with and, I 
must admit, I frequently hogged her attention when out on walks, though I am sure I am not the 
only one to do this.   
Gwynne was a good friend of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group and came over to Brook 
Meadow on several occasions to help find and identify difficult plants.  She made a number of 
contributions to our plant list including Whorl-grass, Green-ribbed Sedge and Marsh and Sea 
Arrowgrass, which continue to escape me on Brook Meadow.  But I know they are there because 
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Gwynne found them.  Goodbye, Gwynne.  I shall miss you.  We shall all miss you.  Thank you for 
everything.  A lovely lady. 
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 50: Dec 6-12, 2004 

 
Membership 
This week we received a membership application and a generous donation of £100 from 
TackTick, the electronics firm in North Street.  This brought our membership to a dizzy 332, 
including 83 new members and 249 renewed, leaving only 42 lapsed members. Our  target of 350 
for 2004-2005 is already well within our sights.  Frances is sending final renewal notices to all 
those people who have not renewed their membership.  Those who have not renewed by the end 
of the year will be removed from the list.  If you are unsure whether or not you have renewed 
please check with Frances at brettellf@ntlworld.com.   
 
Legacy for the Conservation Group  
As I reported last week, the group received a legacy of £5,000 from the will of Mrs Anne Conway 
of Slipper Road.   Now, we must put on our thinking caps for an appropriate way to spend the 
money.  One interesting suggestion I have received is that we create a bursary in her name, which 
would be available to an environmental science student.  If you have any other ideas, please let 
me know.  
 
Appreciation of Anne Conway from Brendan Gibb-Gray  
“I was delighted to learn that Brook Meadow was so generously remembered by Anne Conway in 
her will. She was a fine lady who took a great interest in local wildlife and particularly birds on and 
around our ponds. On several occasions during the past eight or nine years I have helped her 
rescue badly battered swans that were under attack from our pair of resident adults. Anne was 
always first into the water (and mud!) and with a great deal of skill and strength grabbed hold of 
the victim of the assaults and removed 
it to a place of safety-sometimes to the swan sanctuary or when the bird was less badly hurt to 
another pond or the sea in Emsworth. On one occasion we dealt with two victims on one day, but 
she never complained when I called her to help this vital work. I understand other villages in the 
area called on her expert services and she told me that is why she always kept a "swan cage" in 
the back of her car! 
Anne was a real treasure and she will be missed in a quiet but significant way - it would be 
wonderful if Brook Meadow can find some way in which her name and work might live on for the 
benefit of future generations of Emsworth people.” 
 
Tree surgery 
Some pruning of Crack Willows has taken place along the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park, 
presumably to prevent branches falling onto cars parked there.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Winter is a good time to watch flocks of tits working their way through trees and bushes in their 
relentless search for insects.  These flocks usually include a fair number of Long-tailed, Blue and 
Great Tits and occasionally other species tag along, such as, Chiffchaff and Chaffinch.  Robin, 
Wren and Great Tit are singing well and Song Thrush has just started.  Our resident pair of 
Carrion Crows are relishing the cut North Meadow and spend many hours scavenging among the 
stubble, hoping, no doubt, to find a juicy mouse or vole.  A Little Egret was regularly in the river 
near the S-bend. 
 
Birds on the Millponds 
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The first Red-breasted Merganser of the winter (a female) was on the raft on Slipper Millpond.  
Tufted Duck numbers were up to 20 on the Town Millpond.  Coot numbers down on Slipper 
Millpond.  Otherwise little change.   The lone Canada Goose remains on the Town Millpond.  
Large flocks of gulls were bathing and loafing on the two Hermitage millponds, mainly 
Black-headed Gulls with a few Common Gulls and the usual 30 or so juvenile Herring Gulls on 
Slipper Millpond.   
I have been watching Emsworth for some years and I have never seen so many gulls over the 
town. Standing in Brook Meadow you can watch hundreds flying overhead at almost any time of 
day.  This was certainly not the case before the Paulsgrove tip closed.  I can even see them from 
my garden in Bridge Road  - a constant stream going to and from the harbour.  The Hermitage 
Millponds are also benefiting since the gulls regularly stop off there for a mass bathing session.  
The harbour itself is crammed with gulls.  I had a walk in Hollybank Woods where hundreds of 
gulls were swirling around overhead. Amazing sight. 
 
Birds on Thorney Island 
Thorney Island is worth a visit for some good birds.  On Thursday, I had a late afternoon walk 
around Thornham Point (at the end of Thornham Lane), where I had an excellent view of a 
Short-eared Owl for about 5 minutes, flying leisurely and low.  A superb bird.  Barry Collins tells 
me there are two Short-eared Owls in the area.  Then on a sunny Saturday morning Mary and Jim 
Colbourne walked down the west side of Thorney Island to the Little Deeps where they had a 
wonderful time watching the Bearded Tits in the reeds just north of  the Little Deeps. “The sun was 
shining on the reeds and we could see the birds flitting around amongst the reeds feeding on the 
seeds. They would land on top of the reed and then the reed would slowly bend down under their 
weight and then rise up again. They seemed to be enjoying it like a child on a swing.”  They got 
some nice photos.  I have put one on the web site.  It can be seen at . . .    
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/0-01-bm-wildlife-diary.html 
 
Birds in Southsea 
Purple Sandpipers can be seen on the rocks in front of the Castle, at almost any state of tide, 
except very high.   The Mute Swans have still not returned to Canoe Lake following the 
contamination in the summer.  There used to be 70-80 at this time of the year.  I found just one 
pair with 3 cygnets there this week.  Canoe Lake is also a good place to find Mediterranean Gulls.  
I found one perched on the boats this week.     
 
Garden birds 
Robin Pottinger, who lives in Southbourne, wrote to say he often gets a Green Woodpecker on his 
lawn which supports about four ant hills. They certainly do love ants.  “Other interesting birds 
included a visit to our bird bath by a Grey Wagtail in October. During November we spotted 
Goldcrests on four occasions, on one occasion a group of at least three 'hoovering' through a 
conifer. Perhaps the most amazing sight was of a Grey Heron perched on top of our tall 
Cryptomeria.  No doubt he was surveying the surrounding gardens in search of ponds.  And just 
this morning I have observed a female pheasant on our lawn, which is a first for us.”   
Robin also asked where to buy niger seed.  I have often extolled the value of this seed to attract 
Goldfinches to the garden; they are regulars on my feeder.  You need a special niger seed holder 
with small holes.  You can get the seed and the holder mail order from CJ Wildbird Foods.  
Freephone 0800 731 2820.  Ask them to send you a catalogue.  I get all my supplies from them.  
The feeders start at £9 and a seed tray is a good idea since the seeds tend to fall onto the ground 
where you get a mass of seedlings coming up.  You will need to be patient.  I had mine up for 6 
months before I saw a Goldfinch.  The other birds don’t go for niger seed.   
 
Molehills 
Extract from Ralph Hollins’s web site: “Brian Fellows comments on the recent appearance of 
many fresh Molehills in the Emsworth Brook Meadow area and I too have noticed them in other 
places.  Maybe some Moles are already thinking of breeding and are making tunnels which 
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intersect with others in the hopes of meeting a partner (Moles spend all their lives alone in their 
own tunnels and can only tolerate the briefest of meetings for essential purposes) but I have not 
heard yet of the appearance of the large 'castle' molehills under which the breeding chamber is 
constructed.  More likely the new tunnels are the result of a combination of circumstances - the 
need to escape from waterlogged ground - easy digging conditions - and perhaps a shortage of 
active worms in the cold weather (do worms go further down in the soil and hibernate as they do in 
hot summers) when the ground becomes too hard to tunnel through and the worms go deep 
underground into cool damp crevices where they 'aestivate' (the summer equivalent of 
hibernating).” 

 
Web site changes  
The modified web site layout includes several new and revised pages: a Local Wildlife Diary, a 
Brook Meadow Work and Events Diary (both with photos), the Visitors Survey report with charts, 
plus three new pages of Photo Archives.   Go to . . . http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 49: Nov 29 – Dec 5, 2004 

 
Legacy for the Conservation Group  
This week I received a cheque for £5,000 from Biscoes Solicitors which was left to the group by 
Mrs Anne Georgina Conway of Slipper Road, Emsworth.  We are naturally overjoyed to receive 
such a legacy, the first we have ever had.   If you have any ideas for the good use of the money 
then please let me know.   
 
Group Workday 
On Thursday 2nd December 7 members attended the work session in the meadow, Frances, 
Jennifer, Pat, Lyle (our Australian visitor), Wally, Graham and Brian.   One job was to cut and rake 
the area above the causeway where most of the sedges grow.  We always leave this to the last 
since it has many late flowering plants.  We left patches of the attractive Reed Canary-grass and 
avoided cutting the Teasels that were standing up proudly near the seat.  Frances laid some of the 
cuttings around the Alder Buckthorn saplings to cut down on weed growth, as suggested by Andy 
Skeet.  Another job was to prune the leaning Crack Willows on the east side of the meadow and to 
move the resulting branches across the river onto the west bank to build a barrier behind the car 
park of the Palmer's Road Industrial Units, which we hope will prevent access from the car park 
onto the west bank of the river.   
During the work session two chaps from Tack Tick, the electronics shop in North Street, were 
testing a piece of equipment, as they were last week.  They promised to join the group and make 
a donation.   
 
Interbridges Site 
I had a phone call from Frances on Saturday 4th Dec to say some clearance activity had taken 
place on the Interbridges Site.  Fearing this could herald the owner/developer preparing the site 
for development I decided to have a quick look on Sunday morning.  My worst fears were not 
realised.  There certainly had been some rather crude clearance of Brambles, Hawthorns and 
other scrub, but the work was clearly to prepare for horses grazing (of which there were two on the 
site) and not for development.   
 
Vandalism 
Dave, one of our unsung heroes, who regularly clears rubbish from the meadow told me this week 
that he had had to retrieve a large log from the river in the north-east corner.  This is a warning that 
unless the logs, which were cut up by Council contractors some months ago, are removed 
promptly many others will follow.  Andy Skeet has told us that the work is in hand.   
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Dave also drew my attention to some damage to the perspex on the front of the interpretation 
board at the Seagull Lane entrance.  Some vandal has slashed the window several times with a 
sharp knife, but fortunately the cuts have not gone through to damage the print.  The damage is 
not very obvious unless you get close to the board so the window will not need replacing 
immediately.   
On Wednesday, I met Pat and Graham Walsgrove doing their regular river clearance.  Graham 
was in the water pulling out rubbish while Pat moved along the banks collecting it in bags.  
Amazingly, she had filled two bags full of cans and bottles.   
One bit of good news, the vandalised seat, which I reported to Havant Borough Council at the 
beginning of November was replaced on Friday 3 Dec.  Thank you HBC.    
 
Environment Agency 
On Wednesday I met Chris Smith and Mike Ford from the Environment Agency who were in the 
area to do what they called ‘an asset survey’, examining sluices, weirs, etc.   I told them about the 
sluice gate in Brook Meadow from which the boards are regularly removed by the local lads.   I 
also mentioned the Japanese Knotweed.  Mike said they would need to apply for a licence to 
spray the plant since it was close to a waterway, but would wait until the plant and the surrounding 
environment was relatively dry in the spring.  I told them we were very pleased with the work done 
by Mark and Damian in clearing the River Ems (they deserve a rise) and with the talk given by 
Charlotte Murray on Dragonflies at the AGM.  I asked Chris if he would do next year’s talk, but he 
did not commit himself!   
 
Web site changes - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
Sorry, I am still tinkering with the web site, but I promise it will settle down shortly. Try it out and tell 
me what you think  

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Gulls flock to Emsworth 
Walking round Emsworth one cannot help but notice the constant flow of gulls overhead.  We 
have always had a good number of gulls roosting in the harbour at night after their daily feeding on 
the fields, but in the past few months numbers have increased amazingly.  This has coincided with 
the closure of the Paulsgrove tip and I am sure we have acquired some of those gulls, attracted by 
our own ‘wonderful’ tip on Emsworth Common Road.  The Hermitage Millponds are also 
benefiting since the gulls regularly stop off there for a mass bathing session.  There is also a 
regular gathering of over 50 juvenile Herring Gulls on Slipper Millpond, along with a couple of 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls.   
 
Canada Geese in Emsworth  
On Tuesday I cycled down to the lookout at the end of The Fisherman’s (off King Street) with my 
telescope to see what was in the harbour.  Right in front of me, floating serenely on the calm 
water, was a flock of 76 Canada Geese.  I also looked through the 50+ gulls on the old jetty where 
I saw a Mediterranean Gull last week, but they were all Black-headed Gulls, but for one Common 
Gull.  There were plenty of other gulls on the water, including Common and juvenile Herring Gulls 
and 1 Lesser Black-backed Gull.   
 
Green Woodpecker on Jim and Mary’s lawn 
On Sunday, I had a message from Jim and Mary Colbourne to say a Green Woodpecker had 
spent much of the last two days digging holes in their lawn.  They also sent me two splendid 
photos of the bird, one of which shows the bird with its head deep into a hole in the lawn.  The 
photos can be seen on the new Wildlife Diary page on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-wildlife-diary.html 
The bird was almost certainly taking ants, in fact Green Woodpeckers seem to eat little else.  They 
have extremely long tongues, the tip, of which is extremely mobile and capable of independent 
movement.  They prefer to feed on the ground and they may lift grass or moss cover and dig a 
funnel-shaped hole up to 8 cm deep to get at the ants from exposed passages.  
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Song Thrush singing 
On several mornings this week I woke to Song Thrush singing in the garden.  Maybe one is 
singing in your garden too.  I have not heard one in Brook Meadow as yet, but maybe that is 
because I have not been up early enough.  The song is loud and strident with repeated phrases.  
In fact, in the spring, the song becomes a bit of a nuisance waking one at an unearthly hour in the 
morning.   
 
Berries galore 
Have you noticed all the berries on the trees this year?  I had a couple of walks round Chidham in 
the week and the Hawthorn bushes were loaded with red haws and the Wild Privet had masses of 
jet black berries on show.  It seems to have been a fantastic year for most fruits, such as, 
Elderberries, Blackberries, Crab Apples, Rowan, Holly berries and Beech mast, Sweet Chestnut 
and Acorns.  With all this natural fruit around I would expect fewer birds in the garden this winter.  
This has certainly been the case with Starlings, which have virtually disappeared from my garden.   
 
Plants 
I counted a total of 29 plants flowering this week, including 22 herbs, 3 trees and shrubs and 4 
grasses.  Newly flowering this week were Winter Heliotrope on the river bank near the south 
bridge and Petty Spurge on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park.  There is a fine display of Winter 
Heliotrope in the SW corner of Peter Pond and smelling wonderfully.  The tiny white star shaped 
flowers of Lesser Stitchwort are still showing very well to the left of the path in Seagull Lane patch.  
According to the books they should have finished in August and it is now December.  The 
Pepper-saxifrage that I rescued from the cutting machine still has a few flowers.   
 
Fungus 
At the end of the work session on Thursday I found a very nice growth of the bright orange caps of 
Velvet Shank fungus on one of the dead Elms near the small bridge on the Lumley Path.  Looking 
at the velvety covering on stems of the fungus one can readily understand how it got its name.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 48: Nov 22-28, 2004 

Membership 
Membership numbers continue to creep up.  They now stand at a dizzy 331, with 82 new 
members and 249 renewed, and only 42 lapsed members to go!   This is quite an amazing 
response and the target of 350 is well within our sights.  Just a few more to go then onwards to 
400.  Many thanks to everyone.  If you are unsure whether or not you have renewed you can 
check with Frances on brettellf@ntlworld.com  Your continued support is vital if we are to protect 
and conserve this lovely meadow.  
 
Grant awarded to group 
Wow!  Fantastic news.  Frances has just heard from the Peoples Places grant scheme that we 
have been awarded all the money we asked for - £6,000, making the total award just over £7,000 
with about £1,000 going to BTCV.  This means we will be able to get the Water Vole information 
board and get the materials to complete the path laying.  This funding will also pay for public 
liability insurance 2005, wildlife funday 2005, autumn workshops 2005, 200 visitors leaflets, 
various tools and equipment, 2 HWT wildlife surveys, 4 training courses, travel to training, etc, etc.  
The whole grant has to be spent within a year and is paid in 3 instalments.   
 
Tesco’s Trolleys 
On to more mundane matters, I had a reply from Shona Curson of Tesco Customer Service to my 
e-mail complaining about the security of trolleys at the new Tesco Express store in North Street.   
Shona says, “I am sorry that some of our trolleys have been abandoned in your area and I 
sincerely apologise for the annoyance caused.  I have contacted the Management Team at our 

mailto:brettellf@ntlworld.com


Emsworth store and asked that they be more vigilant in future.  I would like to assure you that all of 
our stores employ staff to patrol the surrounding areas and recover abandoned trolleys.  We also 
send details of any complaints we receive to our Store Trolley Action Group. They analyse the 
operations at the store concerned and instigate the most effective method of trolley retention, 
which is believed to be suitable for the local community.  I hope I have reassured you that we take 
such matters very seriously and I appreciate your bringing this to our attention. If you have any 
further queries do not hesitate to contact us at customer.service@tesco.co.uk quoting 
TES77502X.”  So, if you see any wandering trolleys just let me know.    
 
Those piles of white powder 
Jim Berry, my colleague at the Havant Wildlife Group, solved the mystery of the piles of white 
powder scattered around the meadow last week.   Jim tells they were laid by the Hash House 
Harriers, a group which was started many years ago by ex-pats in Malaya, though there are many 
groups in Britain.  Jim himself played the game while he was in Saudi Arabia.   Apparently, a ‘hare’ 
goes round laying a trail with of piles of flour (sawdust was used in the old days) which others 
follow, as a sort of ‘paper chase’.  This particular chase was probably organised by the Chichester 
branch of Hash House harriers.  The crosses, which Frances noticed last week, mark check 
points where trails diverge and the letters ‘ONIN’, which were written by the Lumley gate, mark the 
end of the trail.  So, there you are.  What some people get up to.   
 
Electronic testing on Brook Meadow  
On Friday Tony Wilkinson bumped into two young men from Tack Tick, the electronics shop in 
North Street, who were testing a piece of equipment.  They said Brook Meadow was an ideal 
place to do it because of the large stretch of open space.  Apparently, they come quite often.  Nice 
to think the meadow is being used in this way by members of the community.  Potent ional 
sponsors, maybe?   
 
History of Brook Meadow 
Frances Jannaway is researching the history of Brook Meadow in preparation for the museum 
exhibition next spring and would like to hear from anyone who has memories of the meadow 
and/or photographs.   
 
Group Web  
I am finally getting the web site into shape after all the tinkering over the past few weeks.  The 
Wildlife Picture Gallery is up and running at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-wildlife-photos.html   
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Grey and Pied Wagtails 
Both species of wagtail can be regularly seen in Emsworth, both have long tails which they 
constantly wag.  Pied Wagtails are particularly common around the Town Millpond at dusk; they 
are black and white and fly with a distinctive “chis-ick” call.  Grey Wagtails are usually found 
feeding in the shallow water of the River Ems, but can also be seen in the town, sometimes 
perching on roofs.  Grey Wagtails have yellow underparts and a grey back and fly with a more 
metallic “tiz-zit” call than that of the Pied Wagtail.     
 
Gulls galore 
Emsworth is currently a very good place to watch gulls, with a steady stream all day long flying 
between the harbour and the Southleigh Landfill site to the north of Emsworth.  I counted 2,500 in 
the harbour one day this week, mainly Black-headed Gulls, with some Common and Herring Gulls 
and a few Black-backs.  I think we must be getting some from Portsmouth, following the closure of 
the large Paulsgove tip in September.  The gulls tend to have a mass bathing session to get rid of 
all the Southleigh muck, in Peter Pond and Slipper Millpond on their way back to the harbour.   
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Look out also for Mediterranean Gulls in the harbour and on the millponds.  They are slightly 
larger than Black-headed Gulls and have pure white wings (Black-headed Gulls have black wing 
tips) and large red bills.  They are now fairly common in the area, following a record breeding year 
on the RSPB Islands in Langstone Harbour.  I found one this week perched on the old jetty on the 
beach to the east of the Quay at Emsworth.   
 
Other wildlife news 
Lots of Molehills are springing up around the meadow, some in wavy lines.  Ralph Hollins has 
already heard strong Song Thrush song from his garden and he saw several more on a walk 
through Havant suggesting a recent invasion of Thrushes from the continent.  Avocets are also 
invading the area, Barry Collins tells me there are now 22 in the Nutbourne-Prinsted area.   
The Cow Parsley is still flowering on the Lumley Path.  Wood Avens is in flower on the path 
outside the south gate.  Martin Rand, the botanical recorder for South Hampshire, is having 
doubts about the White Ramping Fumitory on Hart's Farm Way and is pressing a specimen to 
send to an 'expert' for identification.  More fresh soil had been put at the base of the new wall 
behind the Old Flour Mill.  The work of Fred Portwin?   
 
A magic moment 
Magic moments in birdwatching are totally unpredictable, but they come along occasionally.  I had 
one this week while standing on Lumley Road, where the stream passes two old concrete bridge 
supports, when suddenly I was surrounded by birds.  Robin, Wren and Great Tit were singing 
while the trees were full of  birds searching for insects.  A Blackbird shot across the stream, then a 
female Great Spotted Woodpecker crept up the trunk of a tree in front of me, no doubt also looking 
for insects.  A little way downstream there is a favourite bathing place for birds, where I watched 
two Blue Tits, a Chaffinch and a tiny Goldcrest splashing around in the shallow water at the side of 
the stream.  All it needed was a Kingfisher to finish it off, and true to form, one flew past, showing 
off its stark blue plumage.  I hoped I might see it perching somewhere in the Peter Pond reedbeds, 
but there was no sign of it.   
 
A walk in the woods 
On Friday morning, after the rain had stopped, I enjoyed a lovely walk through Hollybank Woods. 
Highly recommended.  Everywhere I went drops of rain water pitter-pattered down from the trees 
and small twigs sparkled like the glitter on Christmas decorations.  Multi-coloured leaves, of Oak, 
Sweet Chestnut, Beech and Hazel, carpeted the ground and warmth of shafts of low sunlight 
came streaming through the trees.  I disturbed a couple of what I think were Roe Deer, flashing 
their white bottoms as they raced away from me through the trees and I heard a sharp barking at 
the southern end of Longcopse Hill, which I assume was a Fallow Deer, though no doubt Andy 
Brook will correct me if I am wrong.   
Not much in the way of birds, but I was pleased to hear a distant Song Thrush trying out its song.  
The raucous cries of Gulls as they flew overhead to the land fill site were constant companions.  
Harsh cries from the sky made me look up, to find a Carrion Crow relentlessly harrying a Buzzard, 
fully twice its size, until the larger bird finally flew off in despair at its annoying tormentor.  Why do 
they never fight back?   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 47: Nov 15-21, 2004 
 

Membership 
More renewals and new members this week brings the membership total to 321, including 79 new 
members since July 2004, 242 renewals and 49 lapsed members.  Many thanks to everyone for 
taking the trouble to renew.  If you are unsure whether or not you have renewed your subscription, 
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then check with Frances on brettellf@ntlworld.com  Your continued support is vital if we are to 
protect and conserve this lovely meadow.  
 
Planting of 3 Black Poplars  
On Thursday 18 November, under the supervision of Andy Skeet of Havant Borough Council, 
Frances and Richard Jannaway and Pat and Graham Walsgrove planted 3 Black Poplar trees on 
Brook Meadow in memory of Frances’s mother.  Following discussion, it was decided to space the 
trees out on the east side of the Centre Meadow, which will give them all room to grow naturally.  
Andy demonstrated the various steps in planting, including digging an good sized hole, putting in 
two stakes to support the trees, putting down mulching matting and a layer of stones, tying the 
trees to the stakes and cutting off the stakes at the level of the ties.  We noticed that the soil varied 
considerably between the three locations, with flinty stones on the western site, good loam in the 
middle one and black mud in the one nearest the Lumley Stream.  Photos of the event are on the 
web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events.html 
 
Work session 
It was a very damp morning with a slight drizzle for the work session on Sunday 21 November.  
On this dismal morning Frances was joined by Debi Saunders and Leslie Harris.  As there were 
only 3 of them, they decided to trim the groups of Ash saplings which had self-seeded near the 
central causeway, as suggested by Andrew Skeet of HBC.  The idea was to select the best 
sapling in the group and prune the rest down to head height. These ‘pruned’ saplings then serve 
as protection for the selected tree rather than competing with it.  They completed the task quite 
quickly and there are now about four or five sturdy Ash saplings which can grow into larger trees.   
While Debi was clearing up the cut off branches she noticed several mysterious piles of white 
powder along certain of the paths and the letters CNIN in the same white powder just inside the 
Lumley gate.  Frances later found out from David Gattrell that it was a game played by adults 
instead of a fox hunt.  The ‘fox’ puts down the piles of white powder (flour) as scent and the letters 
by the gate were a coded message.  Frances says she expects the ‘fox’ went to ground in a pub!   
Report by Frances Jannaway.   
 
Other news 
The Tesco trolley that got thrown into the river last week had gone by Monday morning.  Fast 
work.  
There is an HBC Proposed Development Poster on telegraph pole outside Lumley Mill Farm 
announcing a proposed new phone mast height 25.9m to replace the existing one height 20.9m.   
 
History of Brook Meadow 
Frances Jannaway is researching the history of Brook Meadow in preparation for the museum 
exhibition next spring and would like to hear from anyone who has memories of the meadow 
and/or photographs.   
 
Group Web - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
There are a few changes to the web site.  All the group events and photos are now in an Events 
Diary and I am developing a Wildlife Picture Gallery – not yet complete.  Take a look and let me 
know what you think.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Avocets  
Avocets are regular visitors to Chichester Harbour, but they have rarely been so easy to see as 
they have been this week in the bay at Nutbourne.  Park at the end of Farm Lane and take the 
footpath to the shore.  Best at low water.  On Friday I watched 18 of them from the seawall for 30 
minutes or so, as they fed, often in lines, constantly bobbing their heads below the surface of the 
water.  Smashing birds.  Barry Collins (bronzed from 4 weeks in Australia) popped in with his 
membership renewal on Sunday afternoon, with the news that Avocets at Nutbourne had gone up 
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to an astonishing 21.  This was close to Barry’s  highest ever count of Avocets in Chichester 
Harbour which was 24 on 11-12 Dec 2001.  However, we are far behind Poole Harbour, where 
several hundred gather.   
 
 
Birds of Brook Meadow  
November is a good time to see and hear flocks of tits working their way through trees and bushes 
in their relentless search for insects.  These flocks usually include a fair number of Long-tailed 
Tits, along with Blue Tits and Great Tits; other species often tag along, such as, Chiffchaff and 
Chaffinch.   
Our resident pair of Carrion Crows continue to scavenge among the stubble on the North Meadow 
- hoping to find a nice juicy Harvest Mouse maybe?   On one morning I found 4 Carrion Crows in 
the tall trees near the gasholder, cawing and generally playing around.  Maybe a family group?   
 
Birds on the Millponds 
Birds on our local millponds appear to be settling down for the winter.  This week about 50 Mute 
Swans were on the Town Millpond, along with 110 Mallard, 6 Coot and the lone Canada Goose.  
John Vickers e-mailed to say Tufted Duck numbers were on the increase, as they do at this time 
of the year, with 11 on the Town Millpond on Friday.  Look out also for Little Grebe and Cormorant 
fishing.   These are more regular on Slipper Millpond where 40 Mallard, 50 Coot and a couple of 
Moorhen also reside.  A further 50 or so Mallard prefer Peter Pond.  Immature Herring Gulls were 
a special feature on Slipper Millpond this week, with over 50 of these large gulls with brown-grey 
plumage resting on the rafts or on the water.   
 
Invasion of Collared Doves  
On Thursday there was an invasion of 46 Collared Doves into my back garden.  This is by far the 
highest number for this garden, though I do recall having up to 50 at a time in my old Westbourne 
Avenue garden.   
In sharp contrast, is the almost total absence of Starlings in the garden, despite bread on the bird 
table.  Starlings often are fairly scarce in the garden at this time of the year, but this is exceptional.  
What is more strange is that I often see large flocks of them swirling around the town, so they are 
about, but for some reason not coming into my garden.  This might indicate they are feeding on a 
surplus of natural foodstuffs in the countryside.  There has been a good crop of berries in the 
woodlands and countryside this year. 
 
Other bird news 
This week up to 20 Shelduck were feeding in Emsworth Harbour,  plus several of Brent Geese 
families.  I heard a Blackbird singing its subsong from the bushes by the track that runs east-west 
from the shore to Thorney Road.   
 
Plants 
Plants in flower are getting harder to find on the meadow, I could find only 26 this week, plus 7 
grasses.  Some, such as, Ivy, Yarrow, Nipplewort, White Dead-nettle, Dandelion, Lesser 
Stitchwort and Groundsel are showing quite well, but others, like Pepper-saxifrage, Wild Angelica, 
Common Comfrey, Redshank, Bramble, Feverfew, Water Forget-me-not and Common Mallow 
are just about hanging on.  Others like Common Fleabane, Creeping Thistle, Hedge Mustard and 
Large Bindweed appear to have given up the struggle for this year, at least.    
But, we still have the wonderfully aromatic Winter Heliotrope to look forward to  which is already 
flowering and smelling strongly on the south west corner of Peter Pond.   One pleasant surprise 
this week was to find Cow Parsley in flower on the Lumley path.  Also, along this path you can find 
the bright orange seeds of Stinking Iris peeping out of their pods.   
Herb-Robert is flowering well on the path from the end of Seagull Lane to Lumley Mill and more 
Winter Heliotrope outside Constant Springs.   



Martin Rand, the Botanical Recorder for South Hampshire, has been to see the White 
Ramping-fumitory on  Harts Farm Way and agrees with its identification.  He says this is only the 
third record of the species 'in the wild' for south Hampshire in the past 25 years. So, it is rare.  
 
Large orange fungus 
There is a large orange fungus growing on the side of an Oak stump on the footpath behind the 
Yacht Harbour Deckhouses Estate that leads down towards Marina Farm.   My tentative ID for this 
fungus is Gymnopilus junonius (Phillips p.144, Jordan p.279, Collins Gem p.130).  It is not edible 
and apparently was wrongly recorded as hallucinogenic.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 46: Nov 8-14, 2004 
Membership 
More renewals and new members this week brings the membership total to 319, including 79 new 
members since July 2004, 240 renewals and 51 lapsed members.  Many thanks to all those 
people who have renewed their membership.  As fo the others, it is not too late.  There is a 
membership renewal form on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-membership-renewal-form.html  Your continued 
support is vital if we are to protect and conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.   
 
Annual Cutting 
On Thursday 11th November, Martin Cull came over to Brook Meadow to complete the cutting of 
the North Meadow.  He also managed to cut most of the wet eastern section where all the Great 
Willowherb and Bindweed proliferate, without getting bogged down.  The cuttings were piled 
around the edges of the meadow, but not in large piles.  They will rot down over time.  
Unfortunately, while I was away from the meadow, Martin inadvertently chopped 10 of the 
Hawthorn saplings that the Watch group planted, but I think they will grown again.   Martin did a 
good job and I asked him about doing an earlier cut next year. He thought a July or August cut 
might be tricky to fit in, but we should give him a ring sometime in the spring.   
 
Watch group work session 
It was a lovely sunny autumn morning on Saturday 13 November for the visit of the local HWT 
Watch group to carry out some conservation work in the meadow.  The work planned for them 
was to rake and remove the arisings from the Lumley wet area which we were unable to cut some 
months ago because bindweed got tangled up around the machine.  
An amazing 12 children, 6 parents and 2 HWT Watch leaders, Sally and Sue, arrived just before 
10.30 am, ready and willing to do a lot of work. Most of the children were over 8 but one little boy 
was 7. It is a HWT rule that children under 8 must be accompanied by one of their parents.  This 
work session was the first time that one family, consisting of both parents and 4 children, had 
been to a HWT Watch group activity because they were new members. 
Richard cut the meadow using the power scythe, while one group of children and adults raked and 
removed the arisings and another group piled them up on the eastern edges near the Lumley 
Stream. We left several tussocks of Tall Fescue grass to provide cover for invertebrates to over 
winter in. The children soon finished this task, so Richard made a start at cutting the eastern edge 
of the sedgey area north of the causeway. It was a very enjoyable work session and the children 
achieved a lot in a short space of time.  
Report by Frances Jannaway.   
Photos from the session are on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-diary.html 
 
Group Web - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
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I have made a few further changes to the group web site which I hope will make it easier for 
visitors to find their way around and make it easier for me to keep it up to date.  The changes are 
in the Current News and Events section where I have split the Brook Meadow Diary into two.  The 
Diary itself now covers only events and observations from the past week or so.  Earlier events and 
photographs are now included in a new Brook Meadow Archives page.  
 
Vandalism 
I had a quick walk round Brook Meadow late on Sunday afternoon and met Jon Vickers who told 
me that  another Tesco trolley was in the river beneath the south bridge.  This is the second Tesco 
trolley we have found in the river since the new Express shop opened.  I spoke to the manager 
again, asking him to remove the trolley.  I reminded him that this was a conservation area and that 
he had a duty to see that his trolleys were secure and did not get into the river.  I decided to 
reinforce my complaint by sending a message to Tesco on their web site, asking them to do 
something about the security of their trolleys.   
While walking up the Havant Road I noticed that the seat at the end of Record Road had been torn 
out of the ground and badly damaged.   This is a popular seat with locals and I have informed 
Havant Borough Council and asked them to replace it.  
 
History of Brook Meadow 
Frances Jannaway is researching the history of Brook Meadow in preparation for the museum 
exhibition next spring and would like to hear from anyone who has memories of the meadow 
and/or photographs.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Mammals 
During the cutting of the North Meadow on Friday, I watched a pair of Carrion Crows constantly 
scavenging for insects and small mammals.  At one point they pursued a Brown Rat but it was too 
big and agile for them to catch.   
Later I found the corpse of a small Shrew which, from its small size (head-body 60mm and tail 
35mm), could be a Pygmy Shrew (Sorex minutus).  It did not have any visible signs of damage, so 
I presume it was not killed by the cutting machine or the Crows.   
Lots of Molehills have sprung up in the cut areas of the North Meadow.   
 
Birds 
On Tuesday, I did my regular count of the water fowl on the three millponds.  On Peter Pond there 
were 62 Mallard, 1 white duck, 2 Coot and 2 Moorhen and on Slipper Millpond (where Brendan 
Gibb-Gray provided me with a welcome cup of tea) there were 2 Little Grebes, 2 Mute Swans, 40 
Mallard, 64 Coot and 2 Moorhen.  On the Town Millpond I counted 50 Mute Swans, 98 Mallard, 3 
Tufted Duck and 2 Coot.   So the grand totals for Emsworth were 2 Little Grebes, 52 Mute Swans, 
200 Mallard, 3 Tufted Duck, 68 Coot and 4 Moorhen.   
While looking for wild flowers on the seawall of Emsworth Marina I heard the sharp whistle of a 
Kingfisher, but I did not see it.   
In the harbour I found four families of Brent Geese with 5, 3, 2 and 2 young respectively.  I have 
noticed in previous years that Brent Geese families tend to come into the harbour area, where 
they are more secure.  Young Brent Geese can be distinguished by the white lines on the side of 
their wings when resting.  Also, in the harbour this week were about 1,000 Dunlin, they are small 
grey waders that feed on the mudflats, rather like frenetic sewing machines.    
 
Insects 
No sign of any butterflies or dragonflies this week, but the highly aromatic Ivy flowers  on the old 
Crack Willows on the north path were attracting a variety of bees, wasps and flies.  What a 
valuable plant is Ivy.    
There have been quite a few wasps about this week and while taking photographs of the lovely 
Strawberry Tree on Slipper Millpond, I noticed 2 white-tailed Bumblebees feeding on the white 
flowers.  



 
Plants 
The number of plants in flower on Brook Meadow was down to 44 this week.  Nothing new in the 
way of wild flowers, but I did find a second Guernsey Fleabane alongside the path through 
Palmer's Road Copse, this is in addition to the one in the north-east corner of the car park.    
I was also pleased to see the first flower spikes of Winter Heliotrope on the roadside 
embankment, west of the roundabout in the centre of town.  I counted 20 fully open flower spikes 
of this unique winter flowering plant which sends out a strong aroma.  Ralph Hollins also saw 
some out in Havant this week, but none are open as yet on Brook Meadow.   
Further afield, Scentless Mayweed flowering well on the dead-end seawall path west of Emsworth 
Marina, where I also found Wild Carrot and Hedgerow Crane's-bill in flower.  Honeysuckle was in 
flower along the “rope path” east of the marina.   
 
White Ramping-fumitory  
Ralph Hollins told me about an unusual wild flower that he had found in Havant this week, so I 
went over to look at it and take some photos.  The plant is called White Ramping-fumitory 
(Fumaria capreolata) and is fairly easy to find.  It is growing on an earth mound on the side of the 
road in Hart’s Farm Way, to the east of the amenity tip.  It is a more robust plant than Common 
Fumitory, with larger and denser inflorescences of more and larger flowers.  Its flowers are 
creamy white with distinctive deep red/purple tips.  Essentially, it is a South European species at 
the northern limit of its range in the British Isles.  Hants specimens have not been determined at 
subspecific level, but it is probably only a casual (not really rare) in the county.   
Martin Rand, the plant recorder for south Hampshire, has now seen the plants flowering on Harts 
Farm Way in Havant and is satisfied they are White Ramping-fumitory.  Apparently, this is only the 
third find of the species in south Hampshire in the past 25 years. 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 45: Nov 1-7, 2004 
Membership 
Membership numbers continue to creep upwards and we are well on the way to our target of 350 
members for the year 2004-05.   We have now reached 315, leaving only 52 people who have not 
renewed.   If you are one of these, it is not too late to renew your membership.   Please use the 
renewal form that you received in your letter box a couple of weeks ago, or just send your subs to 
Frances.   Your continued support is essential if we are to protect and conserve this lovely 
meadow in Emsworth.   

 
Group Web site re-vamped - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
I have made a few further changes to the group web site to make it easier for visitors to navigate 
and to find things and easier for me to keep it up to date.  In particular, I have scrapped the 
separate group events and management pages and incorporated them into a new “Meadow 
Diary” - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-diary.html.   We are also rapidly 
approaching the 20mb allowance for the site, though Andy Brooks has promised to investigate 
this, with a view to having it put up to a more reasonable 50mb.   
 
Workday 
The work session on Thursday 4th November was attended by 8 volunteers on what turned out to 
be a very pleasant, warm and sunny morning.  We were particularly pleased to welcome Lyle, a 
visitor from Australia for his first ever Brook Meadow workday, and Jennifer, a newcomer to 
Emsworth, for her second workday.  The others were regulars, Frances, Lesley,  Wally, David, 
Tony Wilkinson and Brian.  The main task was to carry on with the cutting and clearing of 
vegetation from the Centre Meadow.  There is still a little more to clear which we felt might be left 
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for the visit of the Watch Group on November 13th.  Wally had a go at strimming the wet Lumley 
area, which we were not able to cut with the power scythe, but it was too tough.  I used the power 
scythe to cut the bramble path and the cross path in the South Meadow.   
 
Cutting of the North Meadow  
As arranged, Martin Cull (son of Brian Cull) arrived promptly at the Lumley gate at 10am on Friday 
5th November with his tractor and cutting machine to cut the North Meadow for us.  The grass was 
quite wet from a heavy overnight dew, but it dried out fairly quickly and Martin was able to carry 
out the cut relatively easily.  I remained on the meadow with Martin for most of the day, chatting 
with him about how best to carry out the cut and where to leave the cuttings.  The cuttings were 
piled mainly along the western edge of the meadow, immediately below the raised path, with 
some also on the east side.  Martin worked all day until about 4.15pm, by which time it was getting 
dark.  Both he and I were surprised at how much he had managed to get done in the time.  Martin 
said he would be quite happy to come back on another day to complete the job, next week, 
weather permitting.   
 
Commemorative Plaque 
As in previous years, Mr and Mrs Alderson have placed a small cross with a poppy on the north 
bridge next to the plaque in memory of the two airmen who lost their lives over Brook Meadow in 
1944.  A few years ago the plaque, which was provided by Graham Alderson, was badly dented 
by vandals.  It would be nice to have it repaired or replaced with a new one.  Maybe, this is 
something the group could arrange?   

 
Interbridges Site 
Good news for all the protestors to this unwanted industrial development in Emsworth was the 
letter from Havant Borough Council this week informing everyone . . . “the application has been 
withdrawn by the applicant”.   Whether this represents an abandonment of the whole idea of 
development on the land by the owner, or merely a review of proposal remains to be seen.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Harvest Mouse?  
During the workday on Thursday 4 Nov we found a small mouse with a very long tail by the seat, 
sadly squashed flat, probably by someone’s boot.  It might have been a Harvest Mouse.  It looked 
about the same size as the live mouse that we found on the last workday, during which we also 
found a probable Harvest Mouse nest.  The measurements of this mouse were, head-body length 
70mm, tail length 70mm.  This is well within the range for the Harvest Mouse - head-body 
50-80mm and tail 50-70mm.  House Mice and Wood Mice are larger than this.    
On Friday I kept a look out for any small mice during the cutting of the North Meadow.  I only saw 
one which was quickly taken by a pair of Carrion Crows before I could get to it.   
During the workday we also found the corpse of what was certainly a Brown Rat.   Steve, a daily 
user of Brook Meadow, told me he had seen 4 Roe Deer on the meadow at dusk near the Willow 
line.   
 
Birds in Emsworth 
On Friday during the cutting of the North Meadow, I spent a good time watching the unceasing 
flight of gulls overhead, going to and from the harbour, mainly Black-headed Gulls with a few 
Common Gulls and Herring Gulls and at least one Lesser Black-backed Gull.    
Dunlin have arrived in Emsworth Harbour – I counted about 700 in the harbour at low water on 
Sunday morning.  Dunlin are small grey waders, which are seen either feeding on the mudflats, 
rather like a crowd of frenetic sewing machines, or flying around in large swirling flocks prior to 
roosting.   
 
Brent Goose breeding productivity 



Also, in the harbour on Sunday was a small group of 58 Brent Geese, including several families.  I 
counted 15 juveniles, which can  be recognised from the white bars across the wings.  Each year 
the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust organise a survey of the breeding success of Brent Geese, in 
which birdwatchers around the country count the number of adults and juveniles in each flock of 
Brent Geese.  The results are published as a proportion of juveniles to adults.  Last year the 
overall proportion of juvenile birds was 10%, which was slightly up on the previous 3 years, but 
well below the bumper year in 1999 when the proportion was nearly 25%.  The breeding success 
of Brent Geese is influenced by weather at nesting time and pressure of predators, such as Arctic 
Foxes.  When lemming abundance is high there is usually less predation from foxes.  
 
Other bird news 
Further afield, the small Canada Goose, called a Cackling Goose (minima), remains with the large 
flock of regular sized Canada Geese on Chichester Gravel Pits  The first Purple Sandpiper of the 
winter has been seen on the rocks in front of Southsea Castle this week.  Also, in Portsmouth 
there is an interesting all brown duck on Baffins Pond, which might be a female Rosybill or even a 
female Ferruginous Duck.   
 
Plants 
The plant of the week was certainly a very late flowering Pepper-saxifrage (one of our 7 old 
meadow indicators), which I found on Friday, just before Martin cut it down!  It is in the centre of 
the North Meadow, in much the same place as I found it on 16 September last year.  I have put 
some sticks around it so you can easily find it.  There is also a very handsome Wild Angelica 
flowering in the wet Lumley area.  For a full list of plants flowering on Brook Meadow this week go 
to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-flora-list-week.html 
Further afield, the Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo) on the east side of Slipper Millpond is looking 
very fine, covered in creamy white bell-shaped flowers, hanging in clusters, with a few round red 
fruits.  This tree is native only to Ireland, but is also planted in this country.   

 
SEABIRD BREEDING IN LANGSTONE HARBOUR 

Chris Cockburn the RSPB Warden reports a record year for most seabird colonies on the RSPB 
Reserve in Langstone Harbour, but record productivity was not achieved because of the summer 
storms.  Mediterranean Gulls did well with 57 pairs and 80 young fledged, which represents over 
50% of the total population in the UK.   Black-headed Gulls also did well with 4,590 pairs, with 
anywhere between 3,000 and 8,000 fledged young. Chris thinks that the closure of nearby landfill 
sites should limit the growth of the colony.   
Sandwich Terns and Common Terns also did well, but, oh dear, what can be done to save our 
Little Terns?  Initially refugees from Chichester Harbour, Little Terns have been trying hard to 
breed Langstone Harbour since 1979, where they were often the second largest flock in Britain.  
However, they have been continually predated by foxes, crows and Kestrel, forced out of nesting 
areas by Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns and been flooded out by high tides.  In 1997 
they spent a few blissful years  on the artificial island at Hayling Oysterbeds where they were 
carefully watched and tended to.  But inevitably Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns 
discovered the site which meant Little Terns had less room to nest.  In 2003 only one chick was 
fledged and in 2004 the late June storm killed off all the chicks.  We can only wait and wonder 
what will happen next year. 

 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 44: Oct 25-31, 2004 
Membership 
With several new members joining at the Autumnal Art Workshops plus a spate of recent 
renewals, membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group has risen to a magnificent total 
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of 307 (including 77 new members and 230 renewals).  We are now well on the way to our target 
of 350 members for the year 2004-05.    
Thanks to everyone for their renewals, but there are 62 people who have still not renewed.  If you 
are one of these, and wish to renew, it is not too late – please use the renewal form that you 
received in your letter box last week, or just send your subs to Frances.   Your continued support 
is essential if we are to protect and conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.   
 
Autumn Art Workshops 
These workshops for children 6-11 years old took place in the Emsworth Community Centre on 
Monday 25 October 2004.  Both morning and afternoon workshops were already fully booked well 
before the half term holiday with 25 children on each.  As well as being enjoyable for the children, 
the workshops also boosted the group membership numbers, as 18 parents joined up.   
The workshops were expertly and enthusiastically led by Jo Tester, with the assistance of 
Frances Jannaway, Pat and Graham Walsgrove, Rosemary and Wally Osborne and Georgie 
Emery.  The weather was mild and dry, so both workshops began with a walk over to Brook 
Meadow where the children collected leaves, seeds and flowers to decorate their artwork.  After 
returning from the meadow, the children had squash and biscuits.   
In the morning session, the children created a wonderful variety of bird masks decorated with 
leaves, flowers and seeds.  In the afternoon session an amazing array of delicately coloured moth 
sculptures made of leaves was created.  The masks could be worn at Halloween and the moth 
sculptures hung up in front of a window to let the light shine through.  Jo finished each workshop 
with a series of  amusing games for the children.   
Thank you to all those who made these workshops such a resounding success. I think everybody 
enjoyed themselves. I certainly did.  Report by Frances Jannaway.   
I took lots of photos, mainly during the morning session, a selection can be seen on the website at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-photos.html 
 
Doggy bin saga 
Graham Walsgrove rang me on Tuesday with the excellent news that a spanking new metal 
doggy bin had been installed at the south gate to replace the one that was vandalised many 
months ago.  It has been a long wait, with many phone calls and e-mails from us and many 
promises from them, but it has finally arrived, so thanks to Havant Borough Council for getting the 
job done at long last.  I just hope the chap who empties the bins has it on his list!    
I met Sid the Council man emptying the litter bins during the week and he told me the new doggy 
bin at the south gate was a new design with a baffle under the lid and that he would be clearing the 
bin for the time being.   
 
Group Web site re-vamped - http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
I have spent some time this week reorganising the group web site.  The index page now has three 
main sections, Current News and Events, Brook Meadow Conservation Group and Wildlife of 
Brook Meadow, with each section having a number of links to specific pages.   
One of the new pages on the site is the Brook Meadow photo gallery which contains a selection of 
recent photos taken in and around Brook Meadow, including this week’s Autumn Art Workshops.  
Other new pages include an introduction to the wildlife of Brook Meadow, a page on Water Voles, 
with photos, facts, surveys and news about our favourite animal and a list of the plants currently in 
flower on Brook Meadow.    
I have also included a link to my personal homepage, which contains a local wildlife dairy plus 
more photographs of local wildlife and links to other local wildlife sites.  Have a look at the revised 
site and let me know what you think.  Comments are always welcome. 
 

 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Deer on Brook Meadow  
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Debbie Robinson saw three Roe Deer and a Grey Heron in Brook Meadow last Friday evening 
(22 Oct) at dusk.   She and her dog Erin were walking on the meadow on the side nearest Lumley 
Road when the deer galloped away, white bottoms flashing, and went over the stream onto 
Lumley Road.  The Heron flew up and away towards the gasometer at the same moment.  A 
lovely moment for them both.  
 
Harvest Mouse  
No more signs of Harvest Mice this week, but regarding the idea of using tennis balls as nest 
sites, Debbie Robinson warns us we might have to protect the balls from dogs.  Debbie says  
Erin's collection of tennis balls were all ferreted out from hedges, between rocks, etc. so she'd 
probably re-collect any we put out with a Harvest Mouse inside! 
 
Birds 
Wren and Robin were the only birds singing on Brook Meadow this week.  The squeaky whistles 
of Dunnocks are everywhere, but no regular song from them as yet.   The sharper calls of our local 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers can also be heard regularly from the tree tops.  Blue, Great and 
Long-tailed Tits were working their way through the bushes.  Grey Wagtail was in the north river.   
The sluice gate was open on Slipper Millpond on Sunday morning meaning the water was very 
low on both the Hermitage Millponds.  This situation was conducive to gulls, of which there were 
about 600 on Slipper Millpond, mainly Black-headed, with a few Common and Herring Gulls, but 
no Mediterranean that I could find.  I met Mark Wilson, who had been doing a recce down the west 
side of Thorney Island for a Hampshire Wildlife Trust walk he is leading starting from the end of 
Queen Street at 2pm next Saturday.    
 
Insects 
The warm weather during the week brought out 2 Red Admirals and a Speckled Wood on the 
meadow.  On Sunday morning I also watched a very handsome Southern Hawker dragonfly flying 
to and fro over the river beneath the south bridge.  Their flight season is said to last from July to 
October, so this was a fairly late, though the morning was very warm for late October.  Common 
Darters were also living up to their name, darting about, often flying in tandem (red male and 
brown female).   
The Ivy on the old Crack Willows along the north path remains very aromatic and highly attractive 
to insects, such as bees and flies, despite its flowers being largely over.  The insects are clearly 
being attracted by the newly forming berries that are dark brown, glossy and very moist.   
 
Plants 
The number of flowering plants on Brook Meadow continues to fall as winter creeps in.  This week 
I could only find 45 in flower, plus 8 grasses.  Scentless Mayweed is newly flowering in North 
Meadow; I checked on the flower receptacle which was solid.  I found some Guernsey Fleabane 
(Conyza sumatrensis) for the first time this year, flowering on the edge of Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  This is the plant we first found on the Centre Meadow north of the seat last year and which 
grows in abundance on the banks of the Brockhampton Stream at Havant.  Its leaves have 
hooked hairs along the edges of the leaves (Blamey, Fitter and Fitter p.280).   

HOLLYBANK WOODS 
I can highly recommend Hollybank Woods for an autumn stroll on a warm morning, as I did this 
week.  The trees and leaves make a wonderful kaleidoscope of muted colours along the 
woodland paths.  What I noticed most was the huge number of Sweet Chestnut cases, they were 
everywhere I went.  The nuts themselves are small and a bit disappointing to eat, but I am sure 
the animals appreciate them, for there must have been a bumper crop this year.  There are plenty 
in Stansted Forest too.  There also seem to be a fair number of Yew and Holly berries.   As I 
approached “the finger” of Longcopse Hill I caught sight of a small herd of about 6-8 female Fallow 
Deer.  One stood for a moment in a clearing in the trees, giving me a brief opportunity to get my 
camera out for a single long range snap.  There were a lot a fungi growing in the woods, most of 
which I did not even attempt to identify.   



 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 43: Oct 18-24, 2004 
Membership 
With renewals flowing in nicely, the total membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
is now up to 265, which includes 61 new members.  However, this still leaves 88 members who 
have not as yet renewed their subscriptions for this year.  If you are one of these you will have 
received a renewal form in your letter box this week.  Please use the form without delay.  Your 
continued support is essential if we are to protect and conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.   
 
AGM Reports 
Copies of the Chairman’s Report and the Treasure’s Report given to the Annual General Meting 
on 5th October can be seen on the web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
 
Autumnal Art Workshops for children 
These annual workshops organised by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group for 6 to 11 year 
olds take place on Monday 25th October at Emsworth Community Centre.  Both morning and 
afternoon workshops are now fully booked with 26 children for each.    
 
Cutting of the meadow 
On Friday 22 Oct I met Martin Cull (Brian Cull’s son) in the meadow to discuss the cutting of the 
North Meadow.  Martin confirmed that he would bring his machine over for a day at least, provided 
we had a dry spell of weather.  However, he emphasised that his machine was smaller and slower 
than the one used by his Dad and he would probably not manage to cut more than a quarter of the 
area in one day.  We would get in touch in the next week or two if the weather looked promising, 
though Martin said there was no immediate hurry since the meadow could be cut up to the end of 
the year.   
 
Doggy bin saga 
Brendan Gibb-Gray has once again spoken to the depot supervisors at Havant Borough Council 
to attempt to establish when the replacement doggy bin will arrive.  Apparently, Andy Paffett gave 
the "order" last Monday and would have expected the work to have been undertaken by now.  
Brendan impressed upon them that it is these kind of unexplained delays that give the Council 
such a bad name with people (like us) who go to so much trouble to play a constructive part in 
keeping the Borough "green, clean and tidy".  Andy promised to chase matters up.  But there is 
still no doggy bin!! 
 
Interbridges Site 
There has been an interesting development on the environmental impact of the Interbridges Site 
development.  Alison Pinkney of Planning and Development of Havant Borough Council told me 
she would be asking the applicant to arrange for an independent survey of the site to be carried 
out.  Alison said she had received the report from the Hampshire County Council Biodiversity 
Group, but she would still require a further survey to be carried out.  This is very good news, but I 
am not optimistic that the new survey will find anything significant.   
 
Car Park Charges in Bridge Road  
There is promising news on this local issue, too.  Objectors have received letters from the Council 
this week, to say that the debate on the proposed parking charges planned for 26 October will no 
longer take place.  The Executive deferred consideration of the entire matter, possibly for more 
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than 12 months.  Hopefully, they have seen sense over this crazy proposal which would do 
absolutely nothing for Emsworth.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Harvest Mouse  
I have had two interesting responses to last week’s report about our finding a Harvest Mouse 
nest, and possibly a mouse as well, on Brook Meadow during the clearing of vegetation.  Anne de 
Potier from the Chichester Harbour Conservancy wrote to say the description of the nest sounded 
“very plausible”, adding that she has found Harvest Mouse nests around the harbour in 
established long grass, but has never actually seen a mouse!  
 
 
Ralph Hollins reported the Harvest Mouse on his web site as ‘a Five Star find’, adding that the only 
other place where he had heard of them locally was Titchfield Haven, where they nest in reeds 
and will readily swim across patches of open water.  Should we wish to make amends for evicting 
this little creature from its winter home, Ralph refers us to the ‘Reader’s Digest Field Guide to 
Animals’ which suggests we put a stake into the ground among tall rough grass and fix to it, about 
45 cm off the ground, an old tennis ball after cutting a small round hole into the ball to act as an 
entrance for the mice.  One advantage of this is that the stake would act as a reminder of where a 
potential nest is when it next comes to tidying up the grass!   Ralph concludes, “I personally think 
Harvest Mouse is a better find than Water Vole, and if you do find that they can be seen in Brook 
Meadow I would love to see one - that would be a Lifer for me!” 
 
Birds 
On Brook Meadow this week a Grey Wagtail was on Lumley Stream, Long-tailed Tits were busy in 
the trees and a male Pheasant was on the west bank.   
On Friday 22 Oct Frances told me that 2 swan cygnets had been ‘rescued’ by the RSPCA from 
the wrong side of the grill on the Westbrook Stream at the corner of Bridge Road and St James 
Road and had been put back onto the millpond.  I have seen these cygnets on the Westbrook 
Stream on several occasions and I would not be at all surprised to see them back there, since 
there is clearly more natural foodstuffs for them on the banks of the stream than they could 
possibly find on the barren millpond.  I recall Mark Wilson (then of Havant Borough Council) telling 
me some years ago of Council plans to introduce reeds and other vegetation onto the millpond, 
but sadly nothing came of this idea.  On the other side of the town, the Mute Swan pair that nested 
on Peter Pond appear to have seen off their 5 cygnets.  The pair have been alone on the 
Hermitage Millponds all week with no sign of any cygnets.  
On Monday 18 Oct I cycled down to Emsworth Marina seawall where I found the first Brent Geese 
of the winter in the harbour.  There were, 56 of them with one juvenile (which has white lines on its 
wings).  Also, in the harbour were the first Shelduck  of the autumn and plenty of waders, 
including, 26 Black-tailed Godwits, 66 Redshank and 8 Greenshank (including 4 colour-ringed 
birds). Later I had an excited e-mail from Lesley Harris to say she too seen the Brent Geese from 
the marina seawall;  we must have just missed each other.  
 
Insects 
There are two sorts of galls on the undersides of Oak leaves growing in the hedge outside the 
Lumley gate.  In addition to common spangle galls, there are some smaller silk button spangle 
galls, which are caused by the Gall Wasp Neuroterus numismalis (Chinery p.226).  There are also 
clusters of tiny yellow galls on Bramble leaves along Lumley Road, but I have no idea what they 
are.  
Some sort of wood-boring insects have been very active in the old Willow stump next to the south 
bridge.  What looks like sawdust on the leaves is actually frass, or excrement, which is produced 
by the insects as they bore into the wood.  The difference can be seen clearly under the 
microscope, where the frass lacks the fibrous nature of real sawdust and is held together by a 
web-type material.   



The only butterflies of the week were two Clouded Yellows on the track down to the Great Deeps 
on the west side of Thorney Island.    
 
Plants 
I believe the Honeysuckle in the hedge outside the Lumley gate, which has black rather than red 
berries, is Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica).  This is a semi-evergreen twining shrub, 
infrequently occurring in woodland, scrub, hedgerows and on waste ground, but sometimes 
forming extensive thickets in Southern England.  It was introduced into Britain in 1806 and some 
populations are long-established, including that at Bere Ferrers in South Devon where it has been 
known since 1937.  Its distribution seems to be increasing.  It is a native of E. Asia and naturalised 
in N. America, where it can be a pernicious weed. It is described as "Very Local" in the Hants 
Flora, but "becoming rampant in a few untrimmed hedges and places where garden rubbish is 
discarded, mostly near the coast", a description  that certainly fits Brook Meadow!   
There is a young Prunus (Cherry) sapling which I had not noticed before growing next to the 
doggy bin in the Seagull Lane patch.  Not sure what variety it is.   
 
Fungus 
There is a clump of bright orange fungi, possibly Velvet Shank, growing on an old tree stump 
beneath the eastern side of the south bridge.   
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GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 42: Oct 11-17, 2004 
Membership 
Current membership is 242 (54 new members and 188 renewed members).  This means that 
about 100 members have not yet renewed.  All these lapsed members will receive a printed 
reminder notice next week, including those on email.  If all these members renewed, we would be 
very close to reaching our target of 350 for this year.  Just think of that!   
 
AGM Reports 
Copies of the Chairman’s Report and the Treasure’s Report given to the Annual General Meting 
on 5th October can be seen on the web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
 
Autumnal Art Workshops for children 
These workshops for 6 to 11 year olds will take place on Monday 25th October at Emsworth 
Community Centre, Church Path.  There are two sessions from 9.30 to 12.30 and 1.30 to 4.30. 
Fruits and seeds collected in Brook Meadow will be used to make masks and animal sculptures.  
Places are limited, so please book to avoid disappointment.  Children may go to both sessions, 
but must be collected for the lunch break.  Workshops are free to members of the group, or £3 to 
non-members (which gives membership). For more information and to make a booking, contact 
Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314. 
 
Workday 
The weather was fine for the work session on Sunday 17 Oct at which 8 volunteers attended: 
Frances, Penny, Lesley, Pat, Graham, Wally, Paul and Brian.  The main task was to continue 
cutting and raking the Centre Meadow.  A large proportion of the west side was cut using the 
power scythe; the cuttings were piled along the western edge of the meadow.  The remainder will 
be done on the next workday.  
Graham and Wally also moved some of the logs from near the river where they were liable to be 
thrown in.   Graham Walsgrove (our group carpenter) has made two excellent leaflet boxes which 
he has attached to the signcases at the Lumley and the south entrances.   
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Hampshire Mammal Group Members Day 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove attended this event at Bramley Frith Environmental Education Centre 
near Basingstoke on 11 October 2004.   A talk on Dormouse conservation and ecology by the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust was followed by a short walk in a coppiced wood to view the release of a 
Yellow-necked Mouse and to look at a Dormouse from its nest box.  Volunteers are needed to 
carry out surveys of dormice  in Hampshire.  There was a talk about Otter conservation, with a 
little on Water Voles followed by a talk from New Forest Forestry Commission manager on 
mustelids (weasels, stoats, polecats, pine martens and badgers). The final item of the day was a 
bat detecting workshop (very technical) followed by a demonstration of the use of bat detector 
boxes in the woods, where some Pipistrelles were located.   
 
The dog bin saga 
Both of our local councillors have been following up the dog bin saga with the council, but there 
has been no action as yet.  Brendan Gibb-Gray also spent some time cleaning up the path on the 
south side of the underpass that leads to the bottom of Queen Street.  He was surprised at the 
number of people who use it to get to the meadow from Queen St and he was wondering about 
putting some pressure on Lillywhite’s to do something about their perimeter fence which is in a 
very bad condition.  Go for it, Brendan.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Harvest Mouse?  
While cutting and raking the Centre Meadow during the workday on Sunday we disturbed a small 
mouse-like creature which scuttled away rapidly to hide in the long grass. A subsequent discovery 
by Pat Walsgrove may help to identify this creature.  As she raked-up the cuttings Pat found a 
small bundle of woven pieces of dead grass, clearly a nest of some sort.  I took a photo of it in 
Pat’s hand, where it fitted quite neatly.  It was round and slightly flattened and measured about 
10cm across.  Looking it up in various mammal field guides and on the internet, the nest most 
closely resembles that of a Harvest Mouse.  I don’t know anything about Harvest Mice apart from 
what I have read, so if there is anyone who has more knowledge and expertise I would appreciate 
their comments on this identification. 
Birds 
Birds heard singing on Brook Meadow this week included Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Great Tit,  Blue 
Tit and Chiffchaff.   I also heard 3 Great Spotted Woodpeckers calling from different parts of the 
meadow and saw one female (without red patch on head) on a dead Elm near the Lumley Path.  A 
pair of Grey Wagtails were bobbing in the river near the north bend; they flew off in the direction of 
the north-east corner.  I found a young Moorhen dead on the banks of the Lumley Stream, 
probably from natural causes.   
 
Brent Geese have arrived 
A little later than usual, but the Brent Geese have arrived in our local harbours from their breeding 
grounds in the Arctic, though I have not seen any in Emsworth Harbour as yet.  On Saturday I 
found two large flocks of 216 and 560 during a bird survey on Hayling Island, including a number 
of young birds.   

 
PLANT NEWS 

Total number of plants in flower on Brook Meadow this week was 63, including 51 herbs, 7 trees 
and shrubs and 5 grasses.  For the full list go to 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-flora-list-week.html 
Newly flowering this week along the edge of the path through Palmer's Road Copse was Wavy 
Bitter-cress.  The wavy stems help to distinguish it from Hairy Bittercress, though the best 
distinction is that Wavy Bitter-cress flowers have 6 stamens, whereas those of Hairy Bittercress 
have only four.  The Ivy bush at the end of Seagull Lane is now fully in flower and giving off a 
powerful aroma which you cannot miss as you walk past it.  Michaelmas Daisies are still looking 
good.  Flowers have appeared on an apparently “dead” Spear Thistle in the South Meadow.   
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Black Horehound is prominent on the meadow, but none is in flower. It looks very much like a 
small nettle, but its leaves are rough and do not sting.  I am fairly confident of the identification of 
Meadow Fescue, as the Fescue which is now “flowering” (ie showing flower spikelets) in several 
parts of the meadow.  F.Rose says it can be distinguished from the similar Tall Fescue by being 
shorter (40-80cm) and slenderer and forming only small tufts.  The panicle branches mostly arise 
singly, or, if paired, only have one spikelet on the shorter branch of each pair.   
The Alders on the west side plantation now have three generations visible on its branches, last 
year’s dry black cones, this year’s fresh cones, yet to open and next year’s male and female 
catkins forming.  The large Ash tree on the east bank of the river in the South Meadow is covered 
with ‘keys’ containing seeds.                                                                       
 

OTHER EMSWORTH BIRD NEWS 
The sluice gates were open this week on Slipper Millpond, which meant the ponds were empty of 
water for a time, but for a central channel.  Mallard and Coot were clustered in the remaining 
water, but two Little Egrets and a Grey Heron took advantage of the low water to look for small fish 
in the channel.  The Mute Swan pair was on Slipper Millpond with just 2 brown cygnets.  I have not 
seen the other 3 cygnets (including the 2 “Polish” swans) for a while, though Fred Portwin tells me 
they are about.  At this time of the year, cygnets move away (or are driven off) to join the winter 
flocks on the Town Millpond or elsewhere.  Also on Slipper Millpond were Cormorants, Little 
Grebes and a Lesser Black-backed Gull.   
The Town Millpond has also been empty for part of the past week for the monthly flushing.  I 
counted 44 Mute Swans, including the 5 cygnets.  On one occasion I found two of the cygnets 
feeding on the vegetation trapped in the grill at the corner of St James Road.  Mallard numbers 
continue to build up on the millponds, with 120 on the town millpond and another 80 or so on the 
hermitage ponds.   
Canada Geese often visit Emsworth Harbour from Thorney Island and this week Jim and Mary 
Colbourne saw a flock of around 50 from their dining room window, which overlooks the harbour.  
Along with the Canadas was a group of four Greylag Geese.   

GARDEN BIRDS 
The most common birds visiting my bird feeders at present are Greenfinch and Goldfinch, the 
former prefer black sunflowers, whereas the latter prefer niger seed.  The success of the niger 
seeds in attracting Goldfinches is quite astonishing.  Before I started putting out this tiny black 
seed Goldfinches were rare visitors to my garden, but now they are regulars.  For the first 6 
months that I had the feeder up there were none and I thought I had wasted my money, then one 
or two started to appear.  The word got around and now I am getting up to 15 of them queuing up 
for get onto the feeder.  In sharp contrast, the number of House Sparrows has dropped steadily 
over the years in my garden, from a mean weekly maximum of 10.3 in 1998 to 6.3 currently.  
Starling numbers appear to holding up pretty well.  However, they always seem to disappear for a 
few weeks at this time of the year.  Where do they go I wonder? 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 41, Oct 4-10, 2004 
 

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM on Tuesday 5th October went very well with 35 attending.  We passed the motion to 
amend the Constitution for the charity submission and David Search agreed to join us on the 
committee, replacing Helen Hitchens.  Charlotte Murray’s talk on Dragonflies was excellent and 
the audience was enthralled with her knowledge and enthusiasm.  So long as people like 
Charlotte are in the Environment Agency then we are in good hands.  Charlotte was given three 
presents, a framed copy of Marian Forster’s painting for the interpretation board, a copy of David 
Rudkin’s book on the River Ems and a bottle of Fair Trade South African red wine from the Co-op.  
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A full report on the meeting with the Chairman’s and Treasurer’s Reports will shortly be posted on 
the web site.   
 
Membership 
Membership is now 234, including 53 new members.  108 members from last year have still not 
renewed their membership.  If you are one of these, please do not delay!  Your continued support 
is essential if we are to protect and conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.   
 
Coppicing course 
Pat, Graham and Frances went on a BTCV coppicing course at Titchfield Haven on Sunday 3rd 
October.   It was well attended with 15 other people on the course. So, we now know how to do 
coppicing.  It gave Graham and Frances  the idea of making a dead hedge, using the cuttings at 
the back of the industrial estate.  We could certainly use that area to put long branches so why not 
make them into a hedge. 
They use them at Titchfield to keep out deer so why shouldn't we use this technique to keep out 
people!  
 
Workday 
Seven people turned up for the workday on Thursday 7th October, Pat and Graham, Wally, 
Frances, David, Jennifer and Karen (the last two had never been on a workday before). It was a 
lovely sunny day.  We cleared all the vegetation that had been cut during the previous workday to 
the eastern side.  Wally used the brushcutter to clear round the alder buckthorns and seat, etc.  
Pat and Jennifer cleared round the other young trees.  (Report by Frances Jannaway) 
 
Vandalised dog bin – still no action from HBC  
Havant Borough Council’s reply to my stern message asking for some action on the vandalised 
dog bin at the south gate to Brook Meadow was as follows:  “I have checked our records and can 
confirm that we will be reviewing the number and locations of dog bins shortly.  At the moment we 
install only on sport and playground areas.  Dog excrement is deemed as litter hence it can be 
placed in litter bins if bagged.”   Well, what do you make of that?  The first sentence is totally 
unhelpful  - they are just stalling.  The second one is irrelevant since we are asking for a 
replacement for a vandalised bin.  And frankly, the third statement is disgraceful.  Litter bins, like 
the one at the south gate to Brook Meadow, are open to the elements, without lids and the dog 
bags that are deposited there reek to high heaven when the weather is warm.  They must be a 
health hazard, surely?  Local Councillor, Brendan Gibb-Gray, has also e-mailed the Council about 
the replacement bin and has spoken to George Davis at the Depot and asked for some swift 
action.  But there has been none, as yet.  How long will this saga continue I wonder?  
 
Tree management 
On Tuesday 5th October the Bud Tree Surgeons removed the fallen and unstable Willows on 
Brook Meadow.  The small stuff was chipped and the logs were stacked in heaps.  Andy Skeet 
assures me that his depot staff will be in with a tractor/trailer to move the logs well away from the 
stream and hide them on the eastern side of the meadow.  Hopefully, the local lads will not get 
there first.  
I asked Andy whether pollarding be a suitable way of treating some of the other old Willows along 
the river.   Andy said he would like to pollard a couple of the old willows every year, but he has no 
more money available until April 2005.  A couple could be done this winter if the group were willing 
to finance it.  It would cost around £250 per tree for the largest old riverside specimens. 
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Birds 
While she was having a rest on the seat at the end of the workday on Thursday morning Pat 
Walsgrove had a most exciting sighting of 2 Buzzards soaring over the meadow.  Buzzards nest 



locally in Stansted Forest and certainly have been seen on occasions in this area, but Pat was 
very lucky.   
More prosaically I saw two Grey Wagtails on the same morning, one on the east Emsworth beach 
feeding in the seaweed and the other perched on my neighbour’s roof.   
On the millponds, Mallard numbers continue to build up with 60 on Peter Pond, 28 on Slipper 
Millpond and 98 on the Town Millpond making a grand total of 186.  Coot are also very numerous 
with 64 on Slipper Millpond, 2 on Peter Pond and 4 on the Town Millpond making a total of 70.  
Mute Swan numbers appear to be steady with 55 on the Town Millpond (including the 5 cygnets) 
and the regular  pair on Slipper Millpond with their 5 cygnets (including two “Polish”) still in tow.  4 
Cormorants were on the main raft on Slipper Millpond.  The first Tufted Duck of the winter (3 
females) were on the Town Millpond.  The lone Canada Goose is still present on the millpond, 
probably a young one detached from the main flock which wander around the Thorney Island 
area.  
 
Insects 
The undersides of the leaves of the Oak sapling on the east side of the meadow are covered with 
tiny brown scales.  These are common spangle galls produced by the wasp Neuroterus 
quercusbaccarum in the autumn.  The galls are produced when the tissues of the leaf swell up 
around the grub of the wasp.  The galls eventually fall to the ground.  The insects always pupate in 
the galls and spend the winter in the pupal stage.  Most gall wasps have very complex life cycles, 
involving the alternation of bisexual and parthenogentic generations and each generation causes 
its own type of gall.   Parthenogentic females (which are able to reproduce without fertilization) 
emerge from the galls that have fallen to the ground in early spring.  They then to lay their eggs in 
the leaf and flower buds of Oaks.  The new generation of grubs from these eggs induces the 
formation of currant galls on the young leaves and catkins in May and June.  Male and female gall 
wasps emerge from these galls and, after mating, the females lay eggs on the undersides of the 
Oak leaves, leading to the common spangle galls, and so the cycle continues.  
Common Darters are very common at present and on Thursday during the workday, Graham 
Walsgrove saw 9 pairs in tandem near the river.   
 
Plants 
The yellow daisies now widely in flower on Brook Meadow are Bristly Ox-tongue.  Michaelmas 
Daisies are also flowering well.  Plants found newly flowering this week were Lesser Stitchwort, 
Smooth Hawk's-beard, Common Chickweed, Water Figwort and Black Nightshade (a first for 
Brook Meadow).  There is also a new patch of Redshank flowering in the far north-east corner of 
the meadow.  The buttercup currently in flower on the meadow is Creeping Buttercup.  Its stalks 
are furrowed, whereas Meadow Buttercup has unfurrowed stalks.  Grasses “in flower” include 
Yorkshire Fog, Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Meadow Fescue, Wall Barley, Annual Meadow-grass 
and Rough Meadow-grass.  59 plants were found in flower on Brook Meadow this week.  The list 
can be seen on the web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-flora-list.week-41-04.html  This year’s total plant list 
for Brook Meadow now stands at 222 and the grand total 261 (excluding masses and liverworts).   
 
Black Poplars 
In response to last week’s news about the group ordering 3 Black Poplars for Brook Meadow, 
Anne de Potier informed me that there are also two native Black Poplars on Fishbourne 
Meadows.  Native Black poplars raised from local trees can be obtained via Fran Southgate  - 
fsouthgate@southeastwater.co.uk 
 

INTERBRIDGES SITE 
We have heard from Nicky Court of the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre that their 
recent survey of the Interbridges Site in Emsworth does not justify awarding it a SINC status.  
Nicky writes ... “Although the meadows support 3 indicators (our notional threshold for SINC 
meadows) I would not propose them as SINC as they are too borderline. One of the indicators, 
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Stone Parsley, in particular, occasionally turns up on disturbed ground as well as old pasture and 
I think on the basis of all the data we have collected over the past 20 years it may be time to 
review the indicator list.”   That is not the end of the case against the proposed industrial 
development of this site by any means, but it does seriously weaken the wildlife argument for 
preserving it.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 40, Sept 27 – Oct 3, 2004 
 

Annual General Meeting 
The fourth Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held in the 
Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth  on Tuesday 5th October 2004, commencing at 7.00 
pm.  The AGM meeting will be followed by a short refreshment break and then a talk by Charlotte 
Murray of the Environment Agency (Fisheries, Recreation and Biodiversity team) about Rivers 
and Conservation.   
An attendance of 30 members is needed to get the amendments to the Constitution approved 
(needed for application for Charitable Status).  The Emsworth Centre is next to the south entrance 
to South Street Car Park opposite the Blue Bell pub – no evening charges in the car park.  * * * 
Please try to come along * * * 
 
Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group continues to grow steadily and currently 
stands at 221, including 51 new members.  If you have not yet renewed your subscription, do not 
delay!  You can renew at the AGM if you wish.  If your friends and neighbours are not yet 
members then encourage them to join.  Your continued support is essential if we are to protect 
and conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.  With renewals and new members flowing in I am 
sure we can reach 350 in the coming year.  The real importance of these numbers is that they 
demonstrate, unequivocally, the growing support in the local community for the conservation 
project.  Thank you everyone.  
 
Visitor Survey 
Seven volunteers carried out a visitor survey in Brook Meadow from 8am to 6pm on Saturday 25th 
of September.  Despite poor weather on the day of the survey, Wally’s preliminary analysis of the 
data indicates that 100 visitors walked or cycled through the meadow over the 10 hours, 
compared to 109 over 12 hours on a fine day in July 2002.  This supports casual impressions that 
more people than ever are using the meadow.  Full details will follow shortly.  

 
Black Poplars for Brook Meadow  
Frances’s mother, who died earlier this year, kindly left some money to the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group and it was decided to plant a native tree on Brook Meadow in her memory.  
After consulting Andy Skeet, chief arborist with Havant Borough Council, it was decided to 
purchase 3 Black Poplar trees (Populus nigra).  This is a beautiful tree, which gets its name from 
its dark bark and flourishes well on damp ground.  It featured in many of the paintings of East 
Anglia by John Constable.  The tree is also highly resistant to smoke pollution and was 
extensively planted in industrialised areas in the north of England, where it is called the 
“Manchester poplar”.  However, I read that a fungal disease called Poplar scab (Venturia 
populina) is killing thousands of these Manchester Poplars.  This disease causes defoliation 
leading them to weaken and die over 2-3 years.  Sadly, there is no known cure and diseased trees 
have to be felled as soon as symptoms occur.  Let’s hope the disease does not spread down here.   
 
HBC shirking their duty 
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I am fast running out of patience with Havant Borough Council over their failure to replace the 
doggy bin, at  the south entrance to Brook Meadow, which was vandalised several months ago.  
When I passed by on  Sunday morning, the nearby litter bin was full of doggy bags - quite 
disgusting and a health hazard since the bin has no lid.  I am angry because the conservation 
group put a great deal of effort into keeping this open space clean and tidy on behalf of the council 
and the least the Council could do is help by maintaining these bins which are now so well used.  I 
have phoned and e-mailed the Customer Services several times in the past with absolutely no 
result.  In desperation, I have just sent a stern e-mail insisting that the doggy bin is replaced 
without delay otherwise I shall have no hesitation in contacting the managing director.  If any local 
councillors read this missive maybe they could pull some strings.    
 
Environment Agency complete river clearance 
The Environment Agency workers finished their clearance of the River Ems in Brook Meadow on 
Monday 27th September.  Mark and Damian have done a good job, cutting only one bank and 
leaving a fringe of vegetation near the river, and leaving some in-channel vegetation for the Water 
Voles.  They also cut up and removed the large log which had been hauled into the river in the 
north-east corner by the local youth.     

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Great Spotted Woodpecker has been prominent on the meadow this week, listen for its sharp 
“click” calls from the tops of trees.  The first winter song of the Dunnock has been heard by Ralph 
Hollins in Havant and by myself in Chichester and we should soon be hearing its pleasant jingly 
warble on Brook Meadow.    
On Friday I met Meet Fred Portwin in the meadow.  He had just seen a Kingfisher on the Lumley 
Stream and had found a dead Brown Trout.   
While walking round the Town Millpond on Wednesday I noticed what looked like a juvenile 
Canada Goose in a garden on Bridgefoot Path.  I believe it had left by the following day.    
News for keen birdwatchers, I was at Chichester Gravel Pits on Saturday 2nd October and 
watched 2 Black Terns for several minutes swooping down to pick insects off the surface of Ivy 
Lake.  These are small terns with grey upper wings, lighter below and distinctive black and white 
heads.  Black Terns breed by fresh water lakes and marshes in continental Europe and winter at 
sea off African coasts.  They only occur as a passage migrant in small numbers in this country, 
mainly in the south and east of England. 
Also of interest to local birdwatchers, as I sat on the marina seawall at high water on Thursday, a 
first winter Guillemot sailed past me drifting towards the town.  The last Guillemot reported in 
Emsworth Harbour was seen swimming near the Quay on 3rd Nov 2001.   
 

INTERBRIDGES SITE 
Public meeting 
On Thursday 30th September public meeting took place in Community Centre to discuss the 
proposed industrial development on the Interbridges Site in Emsworth.  The meeting was 
organised and chaired by  David Jones of the Emsworth Residents Association.  There was an 
excellent turnout of over 100 showing the strength of  local feeling against this development.  
Much of the discussion centred on the effects of the development on traffic, noise and general 
nuisance, with particularly strong views opposing the idea of traffic lights on the New Brighton 
Road.  I made a statement about the wildlife value of the site and the need to conserve all such 
green spaces in the face of global warming.  I confirmed the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
would in principle be prepared to look after the site if the development did not go ahead.  Viv 
Williams, of Hollybank House, the owner of the site, defended his position by arguing that his main 
objective was to create jobs for the area, but he did not once mention the wildlife that would be 
destroyed.   
 
Hampshire County Council survey 
On the morning of the meeting, I happened to meet Joel Miller from the Hampshire County 
Council Biodiversity Centre as he was hopping over the fence to carry out a plant survey on the 



Interbridges Site.  He already had a copy of my preliminary plant list and was most interested to 
see the three old meadow indicators, Hoary Ragwort, Meadow Barley and Stone Parsley, the 
latter of which Joel classified as “locally abundant”.  In addition to plants on my list, Joel also found 
Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis) and looked for the Fescue Hybrid (Festulolium loliaceum), 
another old meadow indicator, but unfortunately did not find it.  Joel’s overall view of the site was 
that it was a relatively poor semi-improved grassland with scrub.  However, the presence of three 
old meadow indicators made the site interesting and potentially of SINC status.  He thought 
management would improve the site, by containing the invasive scrub and reducing the 
dominance of escaped species, such as Michaelmas Daisies and Canadian Goldenrod.   
 
Web site 
There is a page on the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site with news about the 
proposed industrial development on the Interbridges Site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ibs-diary-notes-comments.html   
 
Finally, that wall 
Fred Portwin told me he had put some spare soil at the base of the wall behind the Old Flour Mill 
in response to last week’s request from Brendan Gibb-Gray.  Brendan says “Thanks.  It is a big 
improvement and let’s see if we can get sufficient to complete the length of the wall. 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 39, Sept 20-26, 2004 
Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group continues to grow steadily and currently 
stands at 206.  We have had 152 renewals and 49 new members.  If you have not yet renewed 
your subscription, do not delay!  Your continued support is essential if we are to protect and 
conserve this lovely meadow in Emsworth.  Let me know by reply if you need another renewal 
form.  I will send you one.   
 
Visitor Survey 
Volunteers from the Conservation Group carried out a Visitor Survey in Brook Meadow from 8am 
to 6pm on Saturday 25 Sept.  The survey was organised by Wally Osborne who will be writing a 
full report on its results in due course.  It was not an ideal day for the survey since it was raining 
steadily for much of the afternoon.  However, the rain stopped for my stint from 4pm to 6pm during 
which there was a steady flow of visitors.  In all I counted 32 people , 10 dogs and 4 bikes.  19 
people entered by the North gate, 7 by the Lumley gate and 6 by the south gate.  I spoke to 
several of the visitors, most of whom were regular users of the meadow and all were very 
appreciative of the work achieved by the group and were pleased with the way the meadow was 
looking.  One family with 2 children told me how they loved looking for Water Voles and another 
person told me how he liked watching the Little Egret on the river.    
 
Litter and Vandalism  
On Friday I found a Tesco shopping trolley in the river beneath the south bridge.  I asked the 
Environment Agency chaps to get it out and put it on the river bank for collection.  I then tackled 
the Manager of the new Tesco Express store in North Street.  I told him that this was a 
conservation area and asked him why the trolleys were outside the store and why they were not 
locked.  He said it was not the firm’s policy to lock trolleys in Express stores, but he promised to 
collect the trolley.  Frankly, I don’t think there is any good reason for having the trolleys outside the 
store where they can be so easily taken away.  If there is any repetition of this trolley dumping I 
shall not hesitate to contact Tesco Head Office.  The trolley had been removed from the river bank 
when I checked later in the day.   
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On Sunday I met another unsung litter collector at work in Palmer's Road Copse, where there is 
always a lot of litter.  I thanked him for his work and mentioned that we had written to Havant 
Borough Council suggesting that the badly vandalised seat in the copse be removed.  This seat is 
a magnet to crowds of unruly youths in the evening who cause most of the problems.  
One of the tall Crack Willow trees alongside the path through Palmer's Road Copse has had some 
branches lopped.  Presumably, this is work sanctioned by Andy Skeet.   
 
Environment Agency river clearance 
On Wednesday I was surprised to find the Environment Agency on the meadow, cutting the river 
bank in Palmer's Road Copse without telling us beforehand, as had been previously agreed.  It 
was just as well I turned up since the two men on the job had not been told about leaving a narrow 
strip at the bottom of the river bank as food and cover for the Water Voles.   Their boss, Chris 
Smith, was very apologetic when I told him and promised in future to give “precise and clear 
written instructions”.  The Environment Agency also brought a large tractor onto the meadow to 
help with the cutting of the river banks.  The two EA men on site, Mark and Damian, were very 
friendly and helpful and basically did a good job.  They will be back in the meadow on Monday to 
finish the work.  Regarding the Japanese Knotweed that is growing on the west bank of the river, 
Chris Smith said he would be getting a licence to carry out the correct spraying to get rid of it 
before it spreads any further.   
 
Guided Walk 
I had the very good company of four people for the guided nature walk through Brook Meadow on 
Sunday 26 Sept.  The weather was cloudy and warm with no rain, but the ground was very wet.  
We watched Brown Trout taking scraps of wholemeal bread in the river below the south bridge 
where we also saw a long Eel. .  The only butterfly we saw was a Speckled Wood.  The most 
interesting sighting of the morning was a Weasel scuttling around on the branch of the Crack 
Willow that lies across the north path.  We had a quick look at the Interbridges Site where the 
industrial development is planned.  We all agreed that the development definitely should not go 
ahead.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
This is a good time to look for Water Voles, with the river banks having been cut, they are much 
easier to see.  Pat Walsgrove saw two this week and I saw one near the south bridge.   
The most interesting mammal sighting of the week was a Weasel on the north path during the 
guided walk on Sunday. This was a first sighting of a Weasel for Brook Meadow.   
On Wednesday 22 Sept my daughter-in-law saw 2 deer crossing Peter Pond in front of the 
reedbeds, heading towards Brook Meadow.  Could this explain the apparently ‘chewed’ branch on 
the ‘Wishing tree’ I wonder?    
Not much bird activity as yet, though Robin and Wren are singing well and the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker regularly calls from the trees.  Flocks of Tits are roaming through the trees and 3 
Moorhen were on the river.  On Slipper Millpond I counted 72 Coot plus a further 6 on Peter Pond 
making a grand total of 78; this is a new record for the ponds.    
Butterflies are fairly scarce on the meadow at present.  There are still a few Whites about, along 
with Speckled Woods and an occasional bright Red Admiral.  However, the best butterfly of the 
week was a Small Copper butterfly that I found feeding on a Dandelion flower in the North 
Meadow – possibly a third brood.   Dragonflies are common around the river.  Common Darters 
can usually be found along the main path and on Saturday I was ‘buzzed’ by a blue-bodied 
Dragonfly, which was probably a Southern Hawker.   
Water Forget-me-not is flowering again by the Lumley Stream and in the River Ems beneath the 
south bridge.   

INTERBRIDGES SITE 
Web Site - I have created a new section of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site for 
ongoing news about the proposed industrial development on the Interbridges Site.  If you have 



any news or views please let me know and I will include them.  Go to . . . 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
 
Public meeting - There will be a public meeting chaired by David Jones about the Interbridges 
site development on Thursday 30 September at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre, Church Path, 
Emsworth.  The primary purpose of the meeting is to gauge the level of public interest and 
opposition/disquiet and also to note any new ideas or aspects that may be relevant).   Come along 
if you care about the future of green field sites in Emsworth.   
 
Recent news - This week saw two articles on the Interbridges Site in The Portsmouth News.  The 
first on Tuesday 21 Sept under the headline "Residents battling to save village from the concrete 
jungle", highlighted the proposed set of traffic lights in New Brighton Road.  David Jones, John 
Tweddle and Vicky Kimm were quoted being strongly against the scheme, but Council Leader 
David Gilletts was reported to be giving his support to the development "... we have to think about 
the application's plus points because they already have permission to build there".  The fact that 
developers Chalklane Land have already got outline planning permission for the site is worrying, 
but how much publicity did that first proposal get?  And how many objections there were to it?  I 
certainly did not know about it did you?    
The second News article appeared on Thursday 23 Sept under the headline "How eco experts 
may wreck plan for village warehouses".  It quoted my preliminary plant survey finding 46 herbs, 
15 trees and shrubs and 6 grasses on the site and mentions the fact that the Hampshire 
Biodiversity Information Centre would be carrying out a survey on the site.  Let's hope they find 
something rare or protected.   The article indicated, correctly, that the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group has offered to look after the site.  It also noted that a new footpath from New 
Brighton Road to Seagull Lane is proposed, presumably for people to go from the station down to 
Lumley.  This aspect of the proposal has not received much publicity.  
Frances Jannaway tells me that the Interbridges Site application has been red carded which 
means it has to go before the Development Control Committee and that David Jones has been 
given the opportunity to make a 5 minute presentation to this committee.  As a last resort, the ERA 
might have to pay for a traffic survey to show that this area is not suitable for increased traffic.  
Frances also indicates that development could also take place on Interbridges Site on the other 
side of New Brighton Road.   
 
Finally, a plea from Brendan Gibb-Gray, if you have any soil to spare then please take it to the 
footpath behind Lillywhite's Garage and put it at the base of the new wall at the back of the Old 
Flour Mill where there is bare ground.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 38, Sept 13-19, 2004 
Membership 
Frances tells me that membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group currently stands at 
170.  We have had 123 renewals and 47 new members.  As good as this seems, it still means that 
about 140 members from last year have still not renewed.  If you are one of these please do so, 
since your continued support is absolutely vital if we are to protect and conserve this lovely 
meadow in Emsworth.  Let me know by reply if you need another renewal form.  I will send you 
one.   
 
Autumnal Art Workshops  
These workshops for 6 to 11 year olds will take place on Monday 25 October at Emsworth 
Community Centre, Church Path.  Leaves, fruits and seeds collected in Brook Meadow will be 
used for the following activities: Mask Workshops: 9.30 am - 12.30 pm, Animal Sculpture 
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Workshops: 1.30 pm – 4.30 pm.   Places are limited, so please book to avoid disappointment.  
Children may go on both workshops but must be collected for lunch.  Workshops are £3 (which 
gives membership of Brook Meadow Conservation Group) and are free to members of the group. 
For more information and to make a booking, contact Frances Jannaway on  01243 430314.  
 
River Clearance 
Chris Smith of the Environment Agency e-mailed me to say that they would be cutting the River 
Ems in Brook Meadow this week, but they have not turned up as yet!   Chris did say their 
workforce is smaller this year and some of our higher priority flood risk areas have to be done first.  
That’s OK, but it certainly needs doing as the channel is very clogged up with vegetation.   
Regarding the Japanese Knotweed on the west bank of the river near the gasholder Chris said 
they would deal with it.  I hope this does not simply mean strimming it, since the cuttings are likely 
to go everywhere, including the river, and could well spread as a result to other areas.   
 
Meadow cutting 
As I explained last week, we have not been able to get a contractor to cut the meadow this year, 
so we shall have to do what we can ourselves.  We continued cutting the Centre Meadow during 
the workday on Sunday 19 Sept at which 7 volunteers attended (6 regulars - Frances, Wally, Pat, 
Graham, David, Brian and a first timer - Paul Jackman), plus Ben Spraggon who responded to our 
SOS call for help by bringing his own power scythe.  Ben you will recall helped with the path 
laying.  With Ben’s help we managed to cut and rake the eastern section of the Centre Meadow 
and move most of the cuttings over to the side.  The rest will have to wait until the next workday.  
Using our own power scythe I cut the casual paths in the South Meadow which were becoming 
overgrown.  After 3 hours hard labour we were whacked.  We have kept the piles of cuttings low to 
avoid spontaneous combustion (which brought the fire brigade onto the meadow a couple of 
years ago), though we shall need to keep a watchful eye on them.  The next workdays are 
Thursday 7th October and Sunday 17th October.  We need your help.  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Visitor’s Survey - A survey of all people visiting Brook Meadow will be carried out next Saturday 
25th September from 8am to 6pm.  It will be interesting to compare the results with the survey 2 
years ago.   
 
Guided Walk - I shall be leading a leisurely walk through Brook Meadow looking for all things 
natural next Sunday 26th September at 10am meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.   
 
Annual General Meeting – Tuesday 5th October at 7pm in the Emsworth Centre, South Street. 
Please come along for we need 34 people for a quorum!  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
A memorable experience 
Jill Meesom rang me to say she and family visitors had a memorable (and unique) experience 
while walking through Brook Meadow on Wednesday evening.  Not only did they get a good view 
of 2 Water Voles swimming in the river, near the factory with aluminium stacked outside, but while 
they were watching the voles two Kingfishers flew past going upstream.   
Other Birds 
On Tuesday a Chiffchaff was singing in Palmer's Road Copse for the first time after their break 
and unusually a Stock Dove for the second day running.  Robins are singing everywhere.  
If you want to attract Goldfinches to your garden, then get some niger seeds.  These delightful and 
colourful birds are addicted to these tiny black seeds.  This week 10 of them were trying to get 
onto the holder.   
 
Insects on Brook Meadow  



Walking along the main raised path by the river this week, you could not help but disturb dozens of 
Common Darter dragonflies settling on the gravel path.  I also found some near the south bridge 
and took photos of a pair sunning themselves on the handrail of the bridge. 
I watched a medium-sized Dragonfly with blue abdominal segments patrolling to and fro across 
the River Ems which I had previously identified as a Southern Hawker.  However, when this one 
perched on a reed its colours and features matched perfectly that of a Migrant Hawker illustrated 
in my Field Guide.   
During the cutting of the meadow on Sunday we disturbed a number of spiders including Wasp 
Spiders (Argiope bruennichi) and what I call fat-bellied spiders with 4-spot on their backs 
(Araneus quadratus).    
At the end of the work session I found a rather tatty Painted Lady butterfly fluttering around the 
causeway, surprisingly the first of the year on Brook Meadow.  Apart from Speckled Woods which 
are now fairly common around the meadow, this was the only non-white butterfly I saw on Brook 
Meadow this week.   
 
Mayhem on Slipper Millpond  
Brendan Gibb-Gray, whose home overlooks Slipper Millpond, wrote to say that on Friday 17 Sept 
a spaniel type dog ran amok at low water in Dolphin Quay, killing at least three Coot and one 
Mallard.  Brendan managed to establish the name and address of the owner of the spaniel who 
readily admitted his dog was responsible, saying that someone let him out of his premises.  To 
prevent a repeat of this irresponsible behaviour, Brendan promised to keep the dog owner’s name 
and address confidential on this occasion, but left him in no doubt that a repeat of this action 
would not be tolerated and enforcement action taken.  This unfortunate incident should help bring 
home to residents of Emsworth their responsibility and, as Slipper Pond is a nature reserve, "dogs 
on leads" is the order of the day.   
 

PROPOSED INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN EMSWORTH 
Following the information on the proposed development of the Interbridges Site in Emsworth in 
last week’s bulletin, several people told me they had written to the Council objecting to this crazy 
proposal which would lead to increased traffic in New Brighton Road and would destroy a 
perfectly good area of wildlife habitat near the centre of Emsworth.  With global warming 
threatening the world, we should be protecting green spaces not getting rid of them.      
I also heard from Council Leader David Gillett who is equally concerned about the development.  
Although the development is a departure from the Local Development Plan, David points out that 
the outline permission granted a few years ago for a similar development may override the 
inspector’s report on it in the local plan.  He promised to check this out.  The earlier proposal, 
which was granted permission in April 2002, but for some reason never went ahead, can be seen 
on the HBC web site at http://www.havant.gov.uk/orion1/minutes/comms/svwp/20020418.pdf   
I wonder if any wildlife survey was conducted before that plan was approved?  I have been in 
touch with Louise Wilkinson the planning officer of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  She knew of the 
present proposal and will be looking into it, hopefully with a proper wildlife survey of the site.  
I also gather that a petition has been organised in North Street against the development with 
about 200 signatures.  Another person actively campaigning against the development is Vicky 
Kimm, who like two of my own children, was born in Northlands Nursing Home, where the 
Interbridges Site is now.  Vicky is most angry over the total failure of the Council to provide 
publicity for the proposal, sneaking it through almost with no public involvement.  She has 
prompted The News to do a story on the fiasco.  I hope David Willetts our local MP who, as a 
member, receives these weekly bulletins will also take an interest in this case.   
 

TERRY PIPER RETIRES 
Terry Piper has retired from Emsworth Photographics after 30 years service and sadly the 
business has closed.  Terry has been an institution in Emsworth and will be missed by all, 
particularly for his efficient developing of photos and his photocopying machine, but most of all for 
just being so very friendly.  Terry has been a good supporter of the Brook Meadow Conservation 
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Group, not only by joining the group, but also by giving us concessions on photocopying and 
prints.  We wish him a happy retirement. 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 37, Sept 6 - 12, 2004 
The Annual Cut 
The news about the annual cutting of the meadow is not good.  Simon Walter from Hayling Island, 
who did such a good job for us last year,  was to have come over to Brook Meadow this week to do 
a cut for us, but had to call off at the last moment owing to the pressure of other harvest work.   We 
have also drawn a blank with Woodmancote Agricultural Contractors who had given us some 
hope a few weeks ago.  Brian Cull, who did the first two cuts for us, is also much too busy to come 
over, so we are running out of options.  If anyone has any good ideas please get in touch.  
Otherwise, we shall just have to do what we can ourselves, cutting and clearing bits here and 
there.  That might not be such as bad idea, since it will leave us with a mosaic of habitats, some 
cut and others uncut.  At least the invertebrates will appreciate it.  The big problem, is not so much 
the cutting, but raking and removing the cuttings.  As you may have seen, we have already made 
a start cutting the area near the Lumley Stream on the last workday, but most of the cuttings still 
have to be removed.  So, we could do with some good turn outs (and good weather) in future 
workdays.   
 
The River Ems  
We are very surprised that the Environment Agency have not made a start in cutting and clearing 
the River Ems through Brook Meadow.  Chris Smith, the local flood defence officer, told us some 
time ago that it would be done in the middle of August, but there is no sign of anyone as yet.  
Maybe, they have got held up somewhere?  The water level is currently quite low and it remains 
very congested with rampant vegetation.    
 
Litter and Vandalism 
Judging from the brimming litter bins, we clearly have a team of unsung volunteers who regularly 
clear litter on Brook Meadow and we are very grateful for their help for litter generates litter and we 
have to keep on top of it, as unpleasant as it is.  The river is also a regular dumping area for cans 
and bottles and thanks go to Pat and Graham Walsgrove and John Vickers for donning their 
wellies to fish them out.    
On Sunday afternoon, the bin at the North Bridge also contained the “NO THROUGH ROAD” sign 
which had been torn down from Seagull Lane.  I placed it behind the Seagull Lane street sign.  
Havant Borough Council have been informed.  I have also asked them why the vandalised dog bin 
at the south gate has still not been replaced.   
 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
There is still not much activity on the bird front,  though Robin, Wren and Great Tit were singing 
and Long-tailed Tits were active in the trees.  A Grey Wagtail was on the river in the north-east 
corner of the Meadow.   
There was a new Mute Swan family with 4 cygnets on Dolphin Lake one day this week, in addition 
to the two regular local Mute Swan families with 5 cygnets each.  The new family is probably from 
Little Deeps on Thorney Island.   On Wednesday I had a phone call saying that the Mute Swan 
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cygnets on the Town Millpond were wandering along Bridgefoot Path.  I went down and found 
local resident Doreen shooing them back into the pond.  She thinks they are coming out to graze 
on the grass, with not enough natural food in pond.  There are now about 60 Mute Swans, 80 
Mallard and 50 Coot on the three Emsworth millponds.   
 
Plants 
On Friday, after looking at the Interbridges Site, Ralph Hollins and I walked back via Brook 
Meadow and Lumley.  I had only just mentioned to him that I had not found Pepper-saxifrage on 
Brook Meadow so far this year, when Ralph pointed to one just south of the Willow line.  I must 
have walked past it several times without noticing it.  Pepper-saxifrage is one of the 7 old meadow 
indicators on Brook Meadow.  Then, as so often happens, on the following day, I found another 2 
plants in the wet Lumley area.  On Lumley Road Ralph was pleased to see Skullcap flowering 
beside the stream in front of the cottages and pointed out an unusually pale flowered Redshank.  
Insects 
Ralph Hollins and I found 4 Wasp Spiders (Argiope bruennichi) on their webs in Brook Meadow 
this week.  They are brightly coloured insects with black and yellow bands across their bodies, like 
wasps, though Ralph prefers the name Golden Orb spiders.  He told me to look out for their egg 
cases which look like tiny Chinese lanterns.  I saw a yellow moth flying around the edge of 
Palmer's Road Car Park which I managed to photograph.  I have tentatively identified it as Yellow 
Shell moth from its colour and dark central band.   
 

PROPOSED INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN EMSWORTH  
This week I had two e-mail messages, and spoke to other locals, about the proposed industrial 
development on the small area of land to the east of New Brighton Road between the A27 and the 
railway line - Grid Ref SU750064.  They told me the proposal had received no publicity and 
objections had to be in by 15 Sept, which is next Wednesday.  Since this was yet another green 
field site to go under concrete this was urgent business!   
I shot over to the Council Offices to look at the plans for what they call the “Interbridges Site”.  The 
applicant is Chalklane Land in Somerset and the owner is Viv Williams of Hollybank House, 
Emsworth.  The site is 1 hectare in size and roughly triangular in shape with New Brighton Road 
marking the western boundary, the A27 the northern boundary, the railway the southern boundary 
and the public footpath from the end of Seagull Lane towards Westbourne the eastern boundary.  
The proposal did not include the land to the east of this footpath, currently part of the Constant 
Springs estate, as I was originally led to believe, nor is the footpath itself affected.  Though, the 
fears are that this proposal could be the thin end of the wedge which could take development right 
across to Lumley.   
The proposal is to erect 14 two-story industrial units for small scale businesses plus 70 car 
parking spaces, 46 for the proposed development and 24 for customers of Emsworth Railway 
Station and covered space for 20 bicycles.  Access to the site would be from an entrance in New 
Brighton Road and controlled by traffic signals - a nightmare on this very busy road.     
I had a quick look around the site for its wildlife value and was very impressed.  It was full of wild 
flowers and had a dense undergrowth of Brambles and Hawthorn around the edges, which would 
support a lot of bird life.  The A27 was terribly noisy, but wildlife is not bothered by that.  In a rather 
quick survey I recorded a total of 64 plants, including 10 different trees.  Of special interest was  
Common (or Black) Knapweed, and three old meadow indicators in Hoary Ragwort, Stone 
Parsley and Meadow Barley.  Other wildlife included Chiffchaff singing and Green-veined White, 
Common Blue and Red Admiral butterflies.   
 
I asked local naturalist Ralph Hollins to look at the site.  Here is an extract of his very suportive 
comments which can be seen in full on his web site at http://www.havnn.net/Diary.htm 
 “Scrub and brambles have taken hold on a good part of the land, aided by trees planted 
alongside the new road, and in the short time we were there four trains clanked past us on the 
south side while the noise from the A27 to the north was never ending.  Despite these factors I 
suspect the land in question has never been ploughed, and with good management it could no 
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doubt support a variety of plants and insects (which do not suffer from noise pollution!).  To 
achieve the same biodiversity on an equivalent sized plot of land which has been subject to 
modern agricultural or domestic gardening management with chemicals would be a much more 
difficult and lengthy process, so why throw away an amenity which cannot easily be replaced?  As 
I suspect there will be strong objections to new traffic lights on a busy and narrow road, the only 
one connecting old Emsworth to its northern extension and further afield to the north, and as I 
think there is a good case for preserving this unimproved habitat, I feel it is well worth making the 
case for saving it.” 
 
Could I urge everyone who cares about the preservation of urban green spaces and wildlife to 
object to this development either by writing to the Head of Planning and Development, Havant 
Borough Council, Civic Offices, Havant, Hants PO9 2AX or by e-mail to 
representations@havant.gov.uk .  But be quick for the closing date is Wednesday 15th 
September.  The proposal is a departure from the Local Development Plan, which means the land 
was not originally designated for industrial development.  So, this gives some hope of getting it 
stopped.    
 

PROPOSED CHARGING IN BRIDGE ROAD CAR PARK 
Although a little way from Brook Meadow, the proposal to charge for parking in Bridge Road car 
park is a concern for Emsworth residents and visitors alike.  This is the last free car park in the 
town and charging could have a serious impact on local residents and businesses.  To object to 
this proposal write to Democratic Services Officer at Havant Borough Council or e-mail 
representations@havant.gov.uk 
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 36, Aug 30 – Sept 5, 2004 
 

The Emsworth Show 
As usual, the Brook Meadow Conservation Group mounted a stall for the Emsworth Show on 
Bank Holiday Monday 30th August.  The weather was fine and we had a very enjoyable and 
successful day.  We had a steady flow of visitors, including a number of children who enjoyed the 
identification and colouring activities that had been arranged for them.  Seven new members were 
enrolled and another 24 existing members renewed their subscriptions.  In addition, four of the 
Field Council Guides and three prints of Marian Forster’s painting for the interpretation board 
were sold.   Many thanks, particularly, to Pat Walsgrove and Frances Jannaway for organising the 
event so efficiently and to the many volunteers who helped to man the stall during the day.  A few 
snaps taken during the day can be seen on the web site and will shortly be on the information 
boards at the entrances to Brook Meadow.  For web site go to . . .  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html   
 
Membership 
The final Brook Meadow Conservation Group membership total for 2003-2004 was a magnificent 
335.  45 of these members will also have membership for 2004-2005.  At the time of writing 
Frances has received 67 renewals for 2004-05 and the number is rising daily.  Just in case you 
mislaid your renewal form another one is attached to this e-mail (please ignore it if you have 
already renewed).   
 
Workday 
On Thursday 2 September 10 volunteers made hay while the sun shone.  Brian cut part of the 
Lumley wet area with the power scythe while Tony, Wally, David, John Vickers and later Jil, Ann, 
Victoria, Indie (her young daughter) and Frances raked the arisings into piles. Ann and Victoria 

mailto:representations@havant.gov.uk
mailto:representations@havant.gov.uk
mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html


had already cleared round the Hawthorn saplings. Tony Wootton cleared around the Weeping 
Willow, Alder Buckthorn, Oak and Yew saplings. Tony later helped Frances to remove some of 
the Knotgrass which was encroaching over the causeway path.  We only had time to put about a 
quarter of the arisings on the heap near the Lumley gate. 
This task will be completed on the next work session unless the contractor has been into the 
meadow and cut and removed the arisings before then.  Photos from the workday can be found 
on the web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html 
Council workers made a good job of strimming all the main paths through Brook Meadow this 
week.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds are quiet 
You will probably have noticed how quiet the countryside is with very little bird song.  This is a 
quiet period for most birds, after the end of their breeding season and during the period of their 
annual feather moult.  Some will resume their song for the autumn and winter, including Robin 
and Wren which can already be heard on Brook Meadow and elsewhere, along with Woodpigeon 
and Collared Dove which seem to go on without a break.  One new, and welcome, voice to the 
meadow chorus this week was the very distinctive “tea-cher” song of the Great Tit which has not 
been heard for the last couple of months.  I heard one in full flow on Sunday afternoon in Palmer's 
Road Copse next to the car park.  Others that should be resuming their songs shortly are 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Song Thrush and Chiffchaff, while Skylarks should be singing again the 
open countryside.   
I found two piles of feathers at different locations along the raised path by the River Ems, probably 
Woodpigeon or Collared Dove and possibly victims of the local Sparrowhawk.   
 
Wild flowers on the wane 
The number of flowering plants on Brook Meadow is on the wane, with just 56 counted this week, 
excluding grasses.  The most distinctive flowers currently are the yellow daisies of Common 
Fleabane which can be found in various areas around the meadow.  I also like the tall plants of 
Wild Angelica with their large rounded flower heads which can be seen to very good effect to the 
west of the main path through the South Meadow.  Autumn days on Brook Meadow will certainly 
be brightened by Michaelmas Daisies the first flowers of which I found open in the area above the 
causeway, and there are lots more to come.  I was also pleased to find Redshank flowering for the 
first time on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park.  More of a surprise was to find a late flowering of 
Lesser Stitchwort just below the large Gorse bush on the causeway.   
A new fungus 
A new fungus for the Brook Meadow list was a single Cep (Boletus edulis) which I found growing 
in the wooded area to the north of Peter Pond and adjacent to Lumley Path.  This is a chunky 
looking mushroom with a thick stem and dome-shaped cap and is good to eat.  The one I found 
had already been well chewed, probably by slugs.  I also found a new growth of Agrocybe 
cylindracea which grows on the stumps of old Willows on Brook Meadow.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Black Swan  
The Black Swan which appeared on Emsworth Millpond on August 24 only stayed for a couple of 
days and has not been seen there since.  Its origins are unknown though there are a few wild ones 
in the local area.  Ralph Hollins tells me that one was seen on the Adur at Shoreham on Aug 23 
and one was sheltering on the sea off Sandown (IoW) on the morning of Aug 27, so it could have 
been that one.  Others reported this year have been one on Fleet Pond (attempting to mate with a 
Mute) on Apr 18 (seen there in Jan and presumed to be resident there), one at Arne (Poole 
Harbour) on July 6, two regulars in the Lower Test area from July 4 to Aug 14.  Probably still 
present are the pair on West Ashling Pond which have bred successfully, and at least a pair on 
Benbow Pond east of Midhurst, plus a pair which have bred at Arundel and a female that has 
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been on the Test at Romsey for several years.  They tend to move around at this time of year as 
this is their antipodean springtime when they feel the need to mate. 

 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

NEWS FOR WEEK 35, Aug 23-29, 2004 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
The time has arrived for you to raid your piggy banks for the annual subscription to the Brook 
Meadow Conservation Group.   The subscription remains at £3 per person (children under 16 are 
free provided one of the parents is a member).  Next year’s subscription will run from September 
2004 to August 2005.  
Your continued support is absolutely vital for the group to continue to protect and conserve this 
lovely meadow of ours.  Please renew your membership.  Last year, your subscriptions and 
donations enabled us to publish bimonthly newsletters, subscribe to British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers and Hampshire Wildlife Trust, pay for tools, insurance and numerous other 
administrative costs.  You also helped to fund various events in Brook Meadow and, of course, a 
stall at the Emsworth Show.   
 
Renewal form 
If you are a member you will find a Renewal Form attached with this e-mail.  Please ignore it if you 
have already renewed your subscription.   Otherwise, please print off the form and send it with 
your payment to the Membership Secretary, Frances Jannaway.  Consider paying by standing 
order.  It would help us a lot, and save you the trouble of renewing each year.  Thank you.    
 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS  
The fourth Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held in the 
Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth  on Tuesday 5th October 2004, commencing at 7.00 
p.m.  The constitution requires that the elected Executive Committee members be appointed 
annually to serve a term of one year.   All of the current committee will therefore stand down at the 
AGM.  Nominations for the Executive Committee need to be formally proposed and seconded.  
The present Executive Committee is made up as follows: Chairman - Brian Fellows.  Secretary - 
Wally Osborne.  Treasurer - Frances Jannaway.  Committee Members - Helen Hitchings, 
Elisabeth Kinloch, Pat Walsgrove, Graham Walsgrove and Tony  Wilkinson.   
I believe all the present officers are willing to stand again.  The AGM will be followed by a short 
refreshment break and then a talk by Charlotte Murray of the Environment Agency (Fisheries, 
Recreation and Biodiversity team) about Rivers and Conservation. 
 
Nomination form 
You will find a Nomination Form attached with this e-mail.   You can either send the completed 
form as an attachment to the Secretary, Wally Osborne at wjn@wosborne.fsbusiness.co.uk or 
you can print off a copy of the form and send it to Wally.   Completed forms should be returned to 
the Secretary by no later than 28 September 2004 (1 week before the AGM). 
 

HELP WITH MEADOW CUTTING NEEDED 
As indicated in previous bulletins the annual cutting of Brook Meadow is likely to be delayed this 
year or, in the worst scenario, not done at all.  Our regular contractor is too busy with his harvest 
and others are not all that keen.  So, we have decided to make a start ourselves. There is no way 
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we can cut the whole meadow on our own, but in the next few workdays we shall make a start on 
cutting and removing the annual plant growth from certain areas.   
So, if you fancy a bit of old-fashioned haymaking you will be very welcome.  The next scheduled 
workdays are on Thursday 2nd September and Sunday 19th September, though we may slot a 
few others weather permitting.  Workdays begin at 10am, meeting by the Lumley gate.  You can 
stay as long as you like, but we usually finish around 12 noon.    
All tools will be provided, though you should bring tough shoes and gardening gloves.  We will 
also provide refreshments.  It would be helpful if you could e-mail Frances Jannaway at 
brettellf@ntlworld.com to let her know if you are coming, so she can get sufficient chocolate 
biscuits in!   
 

THE EMSWORTH SHOW 
We shall have a stall at the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday 30th August.  The annual 
show takes place on the Recreation Ground, Horndean Road, Emsworth from 11am to 5pm.  We 
shall have the usual photographic displays, framed prints of Marian Forster’s painting for sale, as 
well as special games for children.  You can even renew your membership.  Hope to see you 
there.  Come along and say “Hallo”.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Birds are very quiet at present with only Wren, Robin, Woodpigeon and Collared Dove likely to be 
heard singing.     
 
Insects 
Butterflies are also fairly scarce on Brook Meadow, with Whites being the only numerous fliers.  
There are a few Speckled Woods, Gatekeepers and Meadow Browns, but far fewer than in 
previous weeks.  This week I also found a rather bedraggled Small Copper feeding on Hoary 
Ragwort in the Seagull Lane patch and a Common Blue on the Common Fleabane in the North 
Meadow.    
We are approaching the spider season and Garden Spiders are already sitting proudly on their 
immaculate webs.  This week, I also found 2 Wasp Spiders (Argiope bruennichi) on their webs 
which have distinctive “steps”, called stabilimentum.  Wasp Spiders are easily recognised from 
the brightly coloured black and yellow stripes across their “backs”.  The equally distinctive 
Araneus quadratus spiders should also be seen shortly.  These have large rounded abdomens 
with 4 prominent pale spots.   
 
Plants 
Amphibious Bistort is still in flower in the Seagull Lane patch.  Following last week’s query about 
the apparent absence of Redshank on Brook Meadow, this week I discovered plenty of it with dark 
blotches on its leaves, but none was in flower.   Something I have not noticed before are the bright 
red capsules of Square-stalked St John's-wort, which are currently showing particularly well on 
the circular path near the Lumley Stream.  Each capsule contains a number of oval shaped seeds.  
The pink flowers of Hemp Agrimony are showing well in the centre of the North Meadow and are 
highly attractive to insects.  Another plant in the North Meadow that attracts insects, such as 
Common Blue butterflies, is Common Fleabane.   Wild Angelicas are also putting on a fine show 
this year, standing tall over most other plants with their rounded white flower heads.  Michaelmas 
Daisies are not yet flowering.   The Alders now have new cones as well as old ones from last year.    
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Black Swan returns 
I had three messages on my phone when I got home after a trip to Portsmouth on Tuesday from 
residents of houses overlooking the Town Millpond to say that there was a Black Swan on the 
Millpond.  I went down to have a look for myself and sure enough there it was feeding happily with 
the Mute Swan flock.  This is the first Black Swan on Emsworth Millpond for about two and a half 
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years, but there is no knowing whether this bird is the same as the previous one, though I suspect 
not.   
The previous Black Swan was resident on the millpond for about 3 years from 26 February 1999 
to 4 March 2002.   Prior to that one was resident on the millpond from September 1992 to 
February 1993.  Ralph Hollins tells me that the Black Swan of those years came from Brent Lodge 
Bird Hospital at Sidlesham.  When it was considered fit and well, a man who lived in Bridgefoot 
offered to look after it and took it to Emsworth.  During its six month stay on Emsworth Mill Pond it 
more than once flew from there to Gosport Cockle Pond and its guardian had to motor down there 
and persuade the Swan to get into his vintage Austin Seven for the drive home to Emsworth. On 
other occasions the Swan returned from its excursions on its own wings and it was more than 
once seen flying east over Farlington Marshes.  
Late news: The Black Swan was absent from the millpond when I walked round on Sunday 
afternoon.  Maybe it has returned to its previous home – West Ashling millpond?   
 
Grey Squirrel behaviour 
Grey Squirrels are often a bit of a nuisance in the garden, but they are clever and fascinating 
creatures.  I had one in my garden this week doing something I have never observed before - 
repeatedly climbing up an 8 foot high Sunflower plant to nibble on the seed head.  It totally ignored 
the bird feeders which were full of seeds and nuts.    
 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

NEWS FOR WEEK 34, Aug 16-22, 2004 
Membership climbing 
Membership numbers currently stand at 322.   Time to raid your piggy banks.  Membership 
renewals for 2004-2005 are imminent – you will be receiving a renewal notice next week.   
 
New fence to protect the west bank  
On Wednesday Steve Hartley and his son, Richard, of Mayland Landscapes erected a wooden 
fence beside the path through Palmer's Road Copse.  The aim is to prevent access down onto the 
low west bank of the river where Water Voles nest in some numbers.  A casual path has been 
developing along this bank from the car park behind the industrial units and we are very 
concerned that the Water Vole habitat will be damaged.  Hawthorn bushes will be planted behind 
the fence to make it more secure and we also plan to put a new signcase with information about 
Brook Meadow and the Water Voles in front of the fence.  Appropriately, during the work, Richard 
saw a Water Vole swimming near the west bank.  
 
Litter and the seat in Palmer's Road Copse.  
On Sunday morning I found a huge amount of litter (beer cans, vodka bottles, etc)  around the 
seat in Palmer's Road Copse, no doubt from a youngsters’ drinking party the previous evening.  
Judging from the plastic bags, much of the drink appeared to come from the Co-op, which, 
significantly, is the only off-licence in Emsworth not to join the voluntary scheme to restrict the sale 
of alcohol to youngsters at weekends.  I wonder whether there is any real point in keeping this 
seat.  It is a magnet to young drinkers and drug users.  It is a real eyesore, is always surrounded 
by rubbish and is so messy and damaged by fire that very people would want to sit down on it.    
An old bike has been dumped on the Seagull Lane patch near the Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea.   
 

NEWS AND INFORMATION IN . . .  
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Bimonthly Newsletters.  A printed Newsletter is published every two months and is sent to all 
those members who do not receive the weekly news update by e-mail.   
 
Weekly news up-dates by e-mail.  Over 100 members currently receive weekly news up-dates 
by e-mail.   
 
Web site.  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/  The group web site is updated weekly.  It 
contains lots of news and information from Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus photographs of 
group activities and the wildlife to be seen on Brook Meadow.     
 
Information Boards.  Information boards are sited at each of the three entrances to Brook 
Meadow.  They also contain current news and photographs of the group’s activities and wildlife 
and are regularly up-dated.  There are also two interpretation boards showing Marian Forster’s 
fine painting.  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Emsworth Show.   
As usual we shall have a stall at the show on Bank Holiday Monday 30th August at the Recreation 
Ground Horndean Road 11am to 5pm.  We shall have displays and things for sale.  Please come 
along and say “Hallo”.   Volunteers to man the stall are welcome – contact Frances on 01243 
430314. 
 
Visitors Survey 
We are hoping to arrange the survey for Saturday 25th September.  If you can help contact Wally 
Osborne on Phone: 01243 375433  E-mail wjn@wosborne.fsbusiness.co.uk 
 
Annual General Meeting 
This will be held on Tuesday 5th October at 7pm at the Emsworth Centre.  The guest speaker will 
be Charlotte Murray from the Environment Agency.   Details later.  
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WILDLIFE NEWS 
Wild Flowers 
Wild flowers on the meadow are now in decline, though I counted a total of 70 this week.  The 
most interesting new flower of the week was what I think is Amphibious Bistort.   There are several 
plants now showing with pretty pink flower spikes near the river bank on patch at the end of 
Seagull Lane.  There are also some in flower on the waste ground behind what used to be The 
One-Stop.   Despite its name, Amphibious Bistort does grow on dry land as well as in water.  I 
always have difficulty with this plant in distinguishing it from Redshank, since both plants have 
similar leaves and flowers.  However, the leaves of Redshank often have dark blotches on them, 
whereas those on Brook Meadow are plain.  There are a large number of non-flowering 
Bistort-type plants scattered around Brook Meadow all without blotches and I am wondering 
whether we have any Redshank at all on the site.   
Ivy buds are showing well on the Ivy bush inside the Seagull Lane gate.  The burs are now 
well-formed on the Lesser Burdock on the Seagull Lane patch and yet more Stone Parsley is 
showing in this area.    
There are some very good examples of Wild Angelica in flower around the meadow in close 
proximity with Hogweed for a good comparison.  Look at leaves, stems and flower heads.  Wild 
Angelica and Hogweed are definitely more abundant this year on Brook Meadow, whereas there 
appears to be less Hemlock Water-dropwort.  Plenty of berries are ripening on the bushes, 
including, Bramble, Elder, Hawthorn, Rose and Bittersweet.  And grasses are flowering for a 
second time, including Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Wall Barley, Annual Meadow-grass and 
Fescue, plus the usual Timothy.    
 
Insects 
Not so many butterflies on the meadow this week, though Whites are still numerous.  The 
Common Fleabane attracts what butterflies there are, such as, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown and 
Common Blue.   
There are a lot of Wasps beneath the south bridge indicating the proximity of a nest.  Banded 
Demoiselles and Common Darters can still be seen over the river.  One new Dragonfly this week 
was a Southern Hawker patrolling the channel between the reedbeds leading into Peter Pond.   
 

THAT GRAYLING WAS A SALMON! 
Martin Peacock wrote to say that the fish I identified as a Grayling in last week’s bulletin was not a 
Grayling, but probably was a Salmon.  This makes it even more surprising that such a potentially 
excellent meal was discarded in the river.   
Martin writes:  “Grayling can be distinguished by a particularly long 'sail like' dorsal fin. They would 
also very rarely reach the length of the fish that you found and have a smaller mouth than the fish 
shown.  You can see a lot of Grayling in the River Itchen, a good spot to see them being the side 
streams and main river in the 'Water Meadows' area immediately downstream of Winchester city 
centre. Historically, they were routinely culled from chalk stream fisheries as anglers don’t regard 
them as a true 'game' fish.  The fish in the photo (on the web site) looks to me like a salmon or 
sea-trout. The way to tell is whether the mouth extends back beyond the eye or not, but I’m afraid 
I can never remember which is which?  I’m going to guess it’s a salmon.”   
This was the second unusual fish to appear in the River Ems over the past couple of week and 
Ralph Hollins has come up with an imaginative answer to the mystery.   Ralph writes ... “I am 
beginning to get the sense of a drama being played out in which an ardent fisherman has fallen 
deeply in love with some lady living near the river in Emsworth - the suitor brings his best catches 
to her as tokens of his love but she cannot bear the sight of fish and dumps them in the river as 
soon as he is out of sight.” 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
I counted 62 Mute Swans on the Town Millpond this week.  The Mute Swan family with 5 cygnets 
are still doing well.  The other local Mute Swan family also with 5 cygnets can usually be seen on 
one of the Hermitage millponds where Mallard and Coot numbers are building up with over 50 



Mallard and 40 Coot. There was also a pair of Moorhen on Slipper Millpond with 4 young.  There 
is a very nice show of Golden Samphire flowers on the inside of the wall of the Hermitage Bridge 
overlooking Slipper Millpond.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

NEWS FOR WEEK 33, Aug 9-15, 2004 
Membership climbing 
Membership numbers continue to grow.  Another 2 new members this week brings the total to 
317, only 33 to go until our new target of 350 for 2004.   
 
Litter collection 
Thank goodness, Sid is back.  Our regular and very reliable Council litter man has been away on 
holiday for a week and while he has been away there has been little if any clearance of the bins on 
Brook Meadow, despite phone calls and e-mails to Havant Borough Council.  Sid told me that the 
situation was much the same over the rest of his patch which covers Hayling Island as well as 
Emsworth.  It is a sad reflection on the powers to be at HBC if they cannot organise a replacement 
for this very conscientious man.  I have written to HBC to this effect, adding words of praise for Sid 
on behalf of the group.  I received a reply to say my email has been forwarded to the Cleansing 
Operations Manager. 
A word of praise also for Dave, an unpaid volunteer, who keeps the North Meadow clear of litter 
and other rubbish on a daily basis.  I found him in his wellies in the river in the north-east corner 
this week clearing a makeshift dam made from rocks and other debris.  Dave also pointed out a 
huge log which somehow the kids had managed to haul into the river.  It is far too heavy to get out.  
This is the last of the logs from the trimming of the large Willow in that area.  Hopefully, the 
Environment Agency will remove it when they do their river clearance this month.  
 
Large gatherings of youngsters 
I had a phone call from Christine Fenton the Warden of Meadow Court, a sheltered housing 
development for the elderly, overlooking Palmer's Road Car Park.  Christine was very anxious 
about the disturbance to her residents from the large gatherings of youngsters in the car park 
area.  Last week she had to phone the Police who came and dispersed the youngsters, after 
taking some names and addresses.  We agreed to set up a meeting with PC 2276 PC Nick 
Humphreys, the Emsworth Beat Officer, to discuss how this growing problem could be tackled.  I 
left a message for Nick who says he has been keeping an eye on the area, but obviously not all 
the time!  Any incidents should be reported to him 0845 045 45 45.  This gets through to a central 
switchboard, but you can ask to be put through to Nick or to leave him a message.  Nick is off until 
the beginning of September when I shall contact him again.   
 
Fire near Gooseberry Cottage 
I was contacted by a resident of Lumley Road who told me about a fire in the Bramble hedge 
along the path to Gooseberry Cottage by Peter Pond.  The fire happened at about 1am on the 
morning of Friday 6 August and the lady clearly saw 3 youths near the fire.  She phoned the fire 
brigade who put the fire out, and also phoned the Chichester Police, though they were reluctant to 
act since the hedge was right on the border with Hampshire!   
 
Discharge in the Lumley Stream 
In response to the report of a white discharge in the Lumley Stream in last week’s newsletter, 
John Mansell the owner of Constant Springs wrote to say the source of the problem was probably 
the work undertaken to repair the walls of the Lumley Stream immediately outside his property.  
John said, “... the walls were in a terrible and neglected state and I thought it good for everyone 
and in the spirit of not complaining about something but giving something back that I just got on 
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and sorted out the rotten state of the walls before they disintegrated completely. I therefore 
instructed the gardeners (at a ridiculous cost!) to put in new retaining walls.  This also included 
some concreting, to replace the concrete that had also perished. I can only imagine that this work 
caused the discolouring.” 
 
Workday 
Only Wally and I turned up for the workday on Sunday 15 August and we missed each other in the 
crowd! I did a bit of litter picking in Palmer's Road Copse and cleaned the signcase windows 
before picking some nice juicy Blackberries for Sunday lunch.  There has been a bumper crop of 
Blackberries this year.   
 
 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Grayling in the river 
On Saturday 14th August Dave, the good chap who clears litter from the North Meadow, showed 
me a large fish he had found in the river beneath the North Bridge.  It had been gutted.  Dave 
removed the fish from the river and put it on the river bank where I took a photo of it.  This is the 
second large fish to have been dumped in the river at this point – the other one being a Lesser 
Spotted Dogfish on 28 July.  From the photo, which shows distinctive silver scales and black spots 
on the body, I identified it as a Grayling.  It measured 50cm (20 inches) in length which would 
make it a fully grown adult.  Although Grayling do live in clean streams in the south, it has a patchy 
distribution and this one probably was not caught in the River Ems.  My book says the fish is a 
delicacy on the continent, but in Britain is regarded chiefly as a good sporting fish.  Just why such 
a large fish was gutted and then thrown into the river is a mystery.  If anyone has any views please 
let me know.   
 
Plants 
Excluding grasses and sedges, the total number of plants currently in flower on Brook Meadow is 
81.   One new one for the list is Scented Mayweed which is flowering in the Seagull Lane patch.    
Scented Mayweed is a white petalled daisy with a yellow centre similar to Scentless Mayweed, 
but with a pleasant sweet smell.  Also, the receptacle of the flower head, when cut open, is hollow 
whereas in Scentless Mayweed it is solid.  Another addition to the Brook Meadow list were two 
Holm Oaks which Frances noticed growing to the left of the south gate as you enter.  Four new 
flower spikes of Marsh Woundwort have pushed up through the tangle of vegetation by the 
Bramble bank in the northern part of the South Meadow.  
 
Insects 
Butterflies were not so plentiful on Brook Meadow as last week, though there some lovely 
Dragonflies and Damselflies.  I found several Common Darters below the south bridge on one 
morning, sometimes flying in tandem with the red male at the front and the brown female behind.  
I did not realise that this behaviour is a precursor to mating, not mating itself.  The male grasps the 
female around the top of her head with his hook-like anal appendages and hangs on to prevent 
other males from taking over.  The “wheel” position is adopted during mating which brings 
together the pair’s genitalia.   
Banded Demoiselles are still very numerous around the meadow, with the males vying with each 
other for the best perching position.  They are mainly bright blue in colour, but some are a very 
bright emerald green (as in Tony’s photo of a female).   
 
Late Blackbird nest 
Penny and Ted Aylett have an active Blackbird nest with young in the Ivy on the front of their 
house.  This is pretty late in the season to raise a family.   
 



Peter Pond 
On Sunday morning I met David Gattrell doing his regular stint picking up litter around Peter Pond.  
He told me he was planning to start thinning out the dead Elm trees in the copse to the north of the 
pond and, hopefully, plant some new disease resistant Elms for the future.  I counted 48 Mallard, 
2 Coot and a white duck on the pond.   
 
Slipper Millpond 
On Sunday morning, the Mute Swan family were on Slipper Millpond with all 5 cygnets looking 
healthy.  On the main raft were 4 Cormorants, one Little Egret and one Lesser Black-backed Gull 
along with the usual Black-headed Gulls.  On the pond, I counted 38 Mallard, including one family 
of 6 ducklings, 36 Coot and a Moorhen.   

 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 32, Aug 2-8, 2004 
Membership 
Membership numbers continue to grow.  Another new member this week brings the total to 314, 
only 36 to go until our new target of 350 for 2004.   
 
Workday 
The work session on Thursday 5 August was attended by 6 volunteers: Frances, Wally, Brian, 
Tony, Lesley and her daughter, Linda.  The weather was warm and rather muggy.  We had a very 
productive session with the main tasks being cutting and clearing the casual paths through the 
meadow, clearing the steps of excess vegetation, generally tidying up around the information 
boards, litter bins and the new saplings and collecting litter and emptying the bins.  During 
litter-picking Lesley found 3 un-opened cans of cider which were allocated to the volunteers by the 
drawing of straws.   
 
Herb walk/talk 
Frances tells me that the 'Out of the Meadow' storytelling experience with Steve Taylor on 
Saturday 7 August was very enjoyable.  The weather was superb and she and Richard laid out 
groundsheets and blankets plus a few chairs near the wishing tree in the middle of the meadow 
for the 10 attendees.  Steve’s stories included a witch's tale from Long Compton in Somerset 
about Elder trees, a story from the south of England about apple trees, a Scottish story about an 
old oak tree and a story from Horsham in Sussex about the Laidley Worm and its connection with 
Lily-of-the-Valley. An iced herb tea (Lemon Balm) and a selection of floral waters were available 
during the break.  Photos are on the web site.  
 
Large gatherings of youngsters 
School holidays and warm weather have heralded (if that is the right term) large gatherings of 
youngsters on Brook Meadow.  During my bat survey on Tuesday evening at 10pm I found about 
20 noisy youngsters gathered around the seat, with yet more arriving via the south gate as I 
watched.  They seemed to be having a jolly time and were fairly well-behaved  so I left them to it.  
However, Brendan Gibb-Gray informed me that after leaving the meadow the same group went 
over to St James churchyard,  got drunk, and caused considerable annoyance to local residents. 
Brendan says the Police were called on three separate occasions and failed to attend.  Peace and 
quiet resumed when the revellers left the churchyard at about 12.20am, many of them only 14 or 
15 years old, so why were the police unable to help?  Brendan will remind the Police of their 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html
mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk


responsibilities.  I came across another large group around the seat in Palmer's Road Copse on 
Saturday evening and feared the worst, but there was not too much litter the following day.  
However, earlier in the week Pat and Graham Walsgrove had fished around 50 bottles and cans 
out of the river, so that’s where they probably finished up.   
 
Litter and Doggy bins 
Litter has been a general problem this week, not so much with people dropping it, as with the 
Council clearing it from the bins.  Fortunately, two of our members, who also happen to be local 
councillors, namely, Brendan Gibb-Gray and Virginia Wilson-Smith, have both made their 
influence felt in the right quarters of the Civic Offices in Havant to try to rectify the situation.  The 
bins certainly got cleared, even the “invisible” doggy bin at the Lumley gate, but the big question is 
will they continue to be cleared?  The saga, no doubt, will continue.  Watch this space.  
Meanwhile, we are missing Sid our regular litter man who is on holiday. Come back quickly, Sid.   
 
Discharge in the Lumley Stream? 
I had a phone call from a gentleman this evening (Sunday 8 Aug) to say that he had noticed a 
white discharge in the Lumley Stream where it widens out into a pool before passing under the 
bridge into Peter Pond.   He said he had noticed it on several occasions, but only in the evening, 
not during the day.  If anyone else has seen this discharge, or has any information as to what it 
might be, please let me know.  I shall pass all this information onto the Environment Agency.   
 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Robins are now well into their wistful autumn song; you can hear them on the meadow or in 
gardens around the town.  The only other birds singing locally at present are Wren, Collared 
Dove, Woodpigeon, Goldfinch and Greenfinch with House Sparrows, Starlings and Swallows 
twittering away in the background.  Dunnock is giving its squeaky call.  I saw a pair of Moorhen 
with 2 young chicks on the river near the Bullrushes, probably the same pair I have previously 
seen above the North Bridge.   
The 5 cygnets from the Mute Swan family on the Town Millpond have developed a sense of 
adventure (which could be dangerous).  On a couple of occasions this week I have noticed 3 of 
them on the small and rather mucky Westbrook Stream which runs behind Bridge Road car park, 
while the other 2 cygnets were with their parents on the millpond.  On Sunday I found all 5 cygnets 
on the Westbrook Stream without their parents, who would not be able to get through the grill, 
even if they had wanted to.  There is a Mallard with 9 new ducklings on Slipper Millpond.  
Over 130 Black-tailed Godwits have been feeding on the mudflats in Emsworth Harbour at low 
tide, some of them with coloured rings on their legs.  Pete Potts, who runs the ringing scheme for 
Black-tailed Godwits, tells me that two of the birds had been ringed as chicks in Iceland, where the 
Godwits nest, and the other one was ringed as an adult on Farlington Marshes.  Amazingly, Pete 
saw one of the Iceland birds in Lisbon last February, close to the hotel where he was staying.  The 
best viewpoint is from the marina seawall.  Black-tailed Godwits usually arrive back in Emsworth 
Harbour in July where they remain for a month or so before moving west towards Titchfield 
Haven.   
 
Bats 
I went onto the meadow on two evenings this week with our bat detector. I am no expert (far from 
it), but I certainly heard the “wet smacks” of Pipistrelles flying around the river area in Palmer's 
Road Copse with the detector set on 45kHz.  A good observation spot is the concrete outlook from 
where I heard and saw Pipistrelles coming quite close and, I think, a Daubenton’s with a harder 
dryer click.  Martin Love, who did a bat survey here last year, told me that these two bats often 
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feed together over the same water, with the Daubenton’s feeding close to the water and the 
Pipistrelles higher.  I heard nothing on the Lumley side – not using Helen’s loft as a roost, as they 
did last year?   I had another good view of Pipistrelles flying to and from the tunnel under the 
railway at the end of Seagull Lane.   I found others flying near Lumley Mill on Lumley Road near 
the railway tunnel.  More were flying on the drive past Gooseberry Cottage, but, surprisingly, there 
was no activity over Peter Pond.   
 
Insects 
Tony Wootton sent me a photo of a Damselfly that he had taken on Brook Meadow on Thursday 5 
August.  I am pretty sure the photo is of a female Banded Demoiselle.  They are quite common on 
Brook Meadow and pose very nicely for photos, I have a number of both males and females.  
What is striking about Tony's is how bright it is.  Must be a mature one.  The white mark on the 
wing is also distinctive - called a false pterostigma.  Banded Agrion is an alternative name for 
Banded Demoiselle. Photo on web site.  
A Longhorn Beetle Strangalia maculata (Chinnery (Collins Guide to Insects, p.279) was feeding 
on a Wild Angelica flower.  I previously recorded this beetle on Brook Meadow on 22.07.98.   
 
Wild Flowers 
Hedge Bedstraw is now flowering well in the Seagull Lane patch where there is also a large patch 
of Common Ragwort in flower.   Knotgrass is abundant along the causeway.  Wild Angelica is 
flowering well on the path round the Lumley area and attracts insects.   
Germander Speedwell is flowering in South Meadow.  An unusually late flowering lilac coloured 
Cuckooflower was on the North Meadow.   Frances reported a new Holm Oak sapling coming up 
in the south gate area. 
There is a profusion of wild flowers in the area above the causeway, which we always delay 
cutting until after the summer to maintain the nectar source for insects.  As you walk along the 
causeway look for Common Fleabane, Water Mint, Hoary Ragwort, Red Bartsia, Red Clover, 
Large Bindweed, Great Willowherb, Common Sorrel and Hogweed. At the Lumley end of this area 
is a patch of Strawberry Clover with many "strawberry" fruits and a very tall flowering Wild 
Angelica plant. 
 
Other wildlife 
On Thursday after the workday we saw a Common Lizard scuttle across the path near the Lumley 
gate.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 31, Jul 26 – Aug 1, 2004 
Environment News 
Same old story, I am afraid.  The doggy bin near the Lumley gate was not emptied this week and 
is almost full.   Will this problem never be solved?  If there is anyone from Havant Borough 
Council, with any influence, reading this will they please have a word and get this dreaded bin on 
their rota.   
I met Steve Hartley, who put up our signcases, in Palmer's Road Car Park on Monday to discuss 
the erection of a short wooden fence at the top of the route down onto the low west bank.  We 
have accepted his estimate for the job which will be done in the near future.  
The three signcases were up-dated with news and photographs.    
I found a group of about 15-20 young people gathered around the seat on a couple of evenings 
this week, but they appeared to be well-behaved with no serious drinking taking place.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to find relatively little litter the following mornings.   
 
Herb Walk 
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Steve Taylor of the Emsworth Medicine Garden will be hosting another of his popular herb walks 
in Brook Meadow next Saturday 7th August, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park at 2pm. During 
the walk Steve will be relating stories, myths and legends inspired by the wildlife to be found in 
Brook Meadow. Free to members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds silent 
Most of our birds are silent at present as they undertake their annual moult.  However, 2 Robins 
were singing in Palmer's Road Copse this week, after a few weeks of silence, trying out their 
autumn song which will soon be heard everywhere.  Ralph Hollins has also heard Robin singing in 
Nore Barn Woods and his Havant garden.  Wren, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Collared Dove and 
Woodpigeon are the only other songsters.  Even our Chiffchaffs are quiet, though they should 
start “chiff-chaffing” again towards the end of August.    
 
Butterflies galore 
This is a wonderful time of the year for butterflies and Brook Meadow, with its abundance of wild 
flowers, is probably the best place in Emsworth to see them.  White butterflies are everywhere at 
the present and  Ralph Hollins says there has been a mass invasion of them from the continent 
with 1,000 being seen on one site alone!   Whites tend not to settle long enough for clear 
identification, but all three common species were present on Brook Meadow, Large, Small and 
Green-veined White.  Gatekeepers are also abundant on Brook Meadow with Meadow Browns 
also plentiful.  
Special butterflies this week included 2 fresh Common Blues on the North Meadow - the first of 
the second brood to emerge.  The first brood of Common Blues was on Brook Meadow during the 
first 3 weeks in June, then there was a gap of 5 weeks before the second brood emerged.  There 
was a similar pattern last year, though the broods were a week or two earlier than this year.   I also 
found another Essex Skipper in the south eastern corner of the South Meadow (my photograph 
showing black tips on the antennae) and 2 Small Coppers in the North Meadow.  Other regular 
butterflies seen on Brook Meadow this week included Red Admiral, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell, 
Speckled Wood and Comma.    
Away from Brook Meadow, I had a fresh male Brimstone butterfly in my back garden – the first of 
the summer brood of adults to emerge and Clouded Yellows have been seen on Thorney Island, 
but not as yet on Brook Meadow.   Clouded Yellows are a much deeper yellow (almost mustard) 
than the lighter lemon colour of the male Brimstone.  Ralph Hollins notes that in some years 
Clouded Yellows invade southern England in thousands but this year, despite a high level of 
insect migrant arrivals, he only has 25 records of this lovely butterfly in England, and only two of 
these (on June 13 and 18) were on Thorney Island which usually attracts them.  A single Clouded 
Yellow was seen a mile or so east in Southbourne on June 29 and one was in my garden in 
Emsworth on June 8 (this last and one near Basingstoke are the only two recorded so far in 
Hampshire). 
 
 
 
 
Other insects 
Banded Demoiselles are fairly common on the meadow.  I saw an Emperor Dragonfly at Prinsted 
on Sunday, but not on Brook Meadow so far.   Other insects on Brook Meadow included 
Greenbottles, shining brightly in the sunshine, Marmalade Flies, feeding on Spear Thistles, a 
hover fly with very distinctive yellow and black markings which I easily identified as Helophilus 
pendulus in Chinnery (Collins Guide to Insects, p.206) and a white-tailed Bumble Bee (Bombus 
hortorum) feeding on a Water Mint flower.    
 
Swifts depart 



This week saw the departure of our locally nesting Swifts, which have been entertaining us by 
screaming around the houses on warm summer evenings.  I saw my last group of 10 Swifts flying 
over Emsworth on Thursday evening (29 July) and since then have seen just one straggler in the 
sky on Saturday and Sunday evenings.  Swifts are the last of our summer migrants to arrive and 
the first to depart.  They will now be on their long journey to their wintering quarters in South 
Africa.   
 
Shark in the River Ems! 
On Wednesday 28 July a lady with a young family drew my attention to a large dead fish in the 
River Ems immediately beneath the North Bridge.  It was at least 24 inches long and with a 
distinctive thin curved tail,  pale in colour with brown spots all over its body and fins.  I took a photo 
and checked in my ‘Readers Digest Field Guide to Water Life’ where I readily identified it as a 
Lesser Spotted Dogfish (Scyliorhinus canicula), which is a harmless member of the shark family.   
It is a common and widespread fish around the coasts of S Britain, where it occurs mainly in 
offshore waters, but never inland.  The egg-cases of this fish are the so-called 'mermaid's purses'  
which are often washed up on shores.  Since it is exclusively a sea fish one has to assume that 
this particular specimen got into the River Ems not under its own steam, but had been discarded 
by a fisherman.   
 
Wild Flowers abundant 
Excluding grasses and sedges, a total count of 91 plants were flowering on Brook Meadow this 
week.  The South Meadow is such a rich nectar source for insects that I decided to see just what 
was there.  Excluding grasses and sedges, I counted 34 flowering plants in this one area, with 
Spear Thistle and Large Bindweed particularly abundant.      
There is literally a forest of Hogweed flowering in the North Meadow, more abundant than last 
year, as I recall it, the flowers of which are covered with red soldier beetles.  The lovely yellow 
daisies of Common Fleabane are also opening around the meadow, attracting white butterflies 
and Gatekeepers.   
Newly flowering this week were Teasel, Hedge Bedstraw, Hoary Ragwort, Lesser Burdock and 
Scentless Mayweed.  The tiny flowers of the large Lesser Burdock plant beside the path leading to 
the North Bridge are highly attractive to  Bumblebees and other insects, in contrast to the large 
showy flowers of the Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea in the same area which seem to have no 
pulling power.  The yellow flowers of Hoary Ragwort are just starting to open  in the area above 
the causeway.   
The pretty daisies of Scentless Mayweed  can be seen on the steps leading down to the South 
Meadow.  It can be distinguished from Scented Mayweed (1) by its lack of smell, (2) by its 
brown-edged sepal-like flower bracts beneath the petals (Scented Mayweed has greenish-white 
bracts) and (3) by its solid flower receptacle (Scented Mayweed has a hollow receptacle) – you 
need to cut open a flower head to see this feature.   
The red berries of Lords and Ladies are showing up well along Lumley Road.   Strawberry Clover 
fruits are forming in the area above the causeway where Common Fleabane and Water Mint are 
showing well. Redshank leaves are prominent in the Lumley area and Amphibious Bistort in the 
area north of the Willow line, but no flowers as yet.  Bittersweet is flowering beside the main river 
path.   
 
Special fungus 
There has been a fresh growth of Agrocybe cylindracea - Brook Meadow’s special fungus - in one 
the old Willow stumps near the river, but it has largely gone over.  
 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
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Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 30, July 19-25, 2004 
 
Environment News 
The saga over the Lumley doggy bin continues.  On Monday morning I met a Council chap with a 
truck full of smelly bags at the Seagull Lane gate emptying the doggy bin near the North Bridge.  I 
asked him about the Lumley bin which had not been emptied for over a week.  He was very vague 
about its location and was not even sure if it was on his list.  So, I phoned Havant Borough Council 
yet again (for the 10th time at least) to ask them to empty it.  The bin was cleared the following 
morning, but will it be regularly cleaned out?  Who can tell.   
 
Herb Walk 
Steve Taylor of the Emsworth Medicine Garden will be hosting another of his popular herb walks 
in Brook Meadow on Saturday 7th August, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park at 2pm.  During the 
walk Steve will be relating stories, myths and legends inspired by the wildlife to be found in Brook 
Meadow.  Free to members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group.   
 
New Emsworth Cookbook 
“Emsworth Seasons: Cookbook and Pictorial Souvenir” is the title of the new edition of the famous 
Emsworth Cookbook.  It will be available at the end of August.  If you liked the last one then this 
one promises to be even better.  The new edition is far more than just a cookbook, it aims to be 
the definitive village book with 372 pages and 1130 photographs and over 40 chefs represented 
with 100 new recipes.  There are also history sections and walks.   Unlike the old cookbook this 
book is hard backed, thread sewn and individually boxed.  It will cost more at £20.  Brook Meadow 
is well represented with text and photographs.  Since the first cookbook sold out very quickly, 
editors, Elaine Connolly and John Tweddell, are requesting pre-orders for the new book.  If you 
wish you can order one through me.  Send a cheque for £20 made out to “Brian Fellows” to 11 
Bridge Road, Emsworth, PO10 7DT.  Orders must be received by Sunday 8th August.  You will 
have to collect the book from me.   
 
Group Web Site -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated on 
a weekly basis.  News and photos can also be seen in the signcases at the three entrances to 
Brook Meadow.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Insects 
This is the time of year when insects become a main focus of interest for the naturalist.  Butterflies 
are currently abundant in Brook Meadow, as they have been generally around the region.  The 
South Meadow, in particular, with its abundance of nectar sources, is a good place to see them.   
The main news this week was the appearance of the first summer brood of Peacock butterflies on 
Brook Meadow  – actually, the first to be reported anywhere on the mainland, according to Ralph 
Hollins (they had previously been reported on the Isle of Wight).  These wonderful butterflies will 
now be preoccupied with feeding for the rest of the summer to prepare for their winter hibernation 
as adult insects.  If there is a warm summer there is a possibility of a second emergence of 
Peacocks in the autumn.   
Two other freshly emerged butterflies on Brook Meadow this week were Speckled Wood from 
what must be their third brood of the year and Small Copper, probably the first of the August 
brood.  Speckled Woods can hibernate as either a caterpillar or chrysalis, thus leading to a 
complicated sequence of adult broods.  Gatekeepers are currently by far the most numerous of 
the butterflies on Brook Meadow with Meadow Browns not far behind.  Gatekeepers are smaller 
than Meadow Browns and have bright orange areas on their upper wings.  Other butterflies seen 

mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html


this week on the meadow were Large White, Small White, Green-veined White, Red Admiral, 
Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and Holly Blue.  I was pleased to find and photograph another Essex 
Skipper.   But I have had no further sighting of Ringlets.  While walking though the South Meadow 
I watched what looked like a huge Meadow Brown which, on closer inspection, turned out to be 
two butterflies locked together.   
There are not many Dragonflies on Brook Meadow as yet, but I did see (and photograph) the first 
Common Darter of the year.  Banded Demoiselles remain very common and hundreds of red 
Soldier Beetles can be seen feeding and mating on the large white flower heads of Hogweed.   
Birds 
Most birds are now entering their quietist period of the year, though this does not apply to our 
Chiffchaffs which are still happily “chiff-chaffing” away in various areas.  The only other regular 
singers are Wren, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon and Greenfinch.  Even Blackcap and Whitethroat 
have gone silent.  
 
Plants 
Excluding grasses, etc, I counted 86 flowering plants on Brook Meadow this week.  Newly 
flowering plants on Brook Meadow included Wild Angelica, Water Mint, Red Bartsia, Pale 
Persicaria, Marsh Woundwort and Wild Carrot.   
The patch at the end of Seagull Lane is always interesting for wild flowers.  Currently,  
Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea, Field Bindweed and Mugwort are the dominant flowers, but if you 
dig further into the undergrowth you will find Hedge Bedstraw and the bright pink Yarrow flower 
that appears here every year.  Pineappleweed lines the path through the South Meadow.  
Meadowsweet is flowering well and smelling good in the North Meadow where the dark red flower 
spikes of Common Sorrel stand out prominently.  One of my favourite paths at present is the 
“Bramble path” around the edge of the South Meadow which currently is carpeted with the tiny 
pink flowers of Cut-leaved Crane's-bill.  Along this path you can  also find Nipplewort, Scarlet 
Pimpernel, Groundsel, Broad-leaved Willowherb and all three Buttercups in flower.   In Palmer's 
Road Copse you can find Bittersweet, Viola ("Johnny Jump-up" ?), Pale Persicaria and Ribwort 
Plantain.  Hemp Agrimony is flowering on the river bank beneath the south bridge.  A nice patch of 
Strawberry Clover is in flower above the causeway.  The lovely yellow daisies of Common 
Fleabane are now opening generally around the local area.   Blackberries are ripening on the 
bushes in the far south eastern corner of the South Meadow.  I had my first picking of the year this 
week and very nice they were too.   

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Polish Swans 
Have you noticed that two of the 5 cygnets reared by the Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond this year 
have white plumage rather than the more usual brown?   These cygnets are called “Polish Swans” 
and there have been several others reported from around the Solent area this year via the 
internet.  The condition is unusual in this country, though is more common on the continent from 
where this particular strain is thought to have originated as far back as the 17th Century.   Having 
white plumage clearly puts young birds in some danger, since adult Swans typically drive off other 
adults from their territory, but fortunately the Emsworth family all seem to be happy, well and 
contented.  For a photo of the local Swan family go to  
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-881-mute-swan-family-slipper-mp-09.07.04.jpg 
 
Other Swan news 
With reference to the query last week about the Mute Swan family on the Town Millpond, I can 
confirm that all 5 cygnets have their full complement of legs.   
 
Swifts 
Small flocks of Swifts screaming around the houses are a common sight at this time of the year, 
as family groups get ready for their long journey to spend the winter in South Africa.  Swifts are 
usually the last of the summer visitors to arrive and the first to go.  They will probably be gone by 
this time next week.   

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-881-mute-swan-family-slipper-mp-09.07.04.jpg


 
Emsworth Harbour 
As some birds leave others arrive, that is the joy of bird watching.  Waders and gulls are now 
returning to the local harbours.  This week I counted 86 Black-tailed Godwit, 58 Redshank, 10 
Greenshank, 7 Oystercatcher, 4 Curlew and a Whimbrel in Emsworth Harbour from the Marina 
seawall.  Also, in the harbour were the first Common and Lesser Black-backed Gulls.   
 
Report prepared by  Brian Fellows Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 29, July 12-18, 2004 
Membership 
Brian Fellows and Frances Jannaway presented a framed copy of Marion Forster's painting for 
the interpretation board to Mrs Mollie Williamson, who was the lucky 300th person to join the 
Brook Meadow Conservation Group in 2004.  Another 6 new members this week, from The Ems 
publicity, takes the total to 306 – well on the way to 350.  Incidentally, we are selling framed prints 
of Marion’s picture for £5.   
 
Opening of the new Community Association building 
The official opening of the new Emsworth Community Association building took place as planned 
at 2pm on 17th July.  It was a lovely afternoon and local MP David Willets set the ball rolling with 
an opening speech in which he heaped praise on the enthusiasm of the various voluntary 
community groups in Emsworth, and giving special mention to the three conservation groups.  
Events during the afternoon included displays of ballet and tap dancing and Egyptian dancing.  
Many of the local groups and clubs using the Emsworth Community Association mounted 
displays of their work.  The Brook Meadow Conservation Group had a display of information and 
photographs.  The stall was manned by Frances Jannaway who said many leaflets were taken 
and there was plenty of interest in the display and some very appreciative comments about both 
the display and what the group is doing in Brook Meadow. Photos of the occasion will be 
appearing on the web site shortly.  
 
Visitor’s Survey Cancelled 
Due to the difficulty in getting volunteers to conduct the survey and to Wally’s last minute illness 
the Visitor’s Survey, planned for Saturday 17th July had to be cancelled.  It is hoped to rearrange 
it later in the summer.   
 
Report of work session on Sunday 18 July 
Five volunteers (Frances, Debi Saunders, Pat and Graham Walsgrove and David Search) met on 
a rather cloudy muggy morning. Pat and Graham cleared rubbish from the River Ems which 
mainly consisted of branches and several logs but not much litter. Frances, Debi and David 
cleared round the planted Alder Buckthorn trees (one has died, leaving only 8 out of the original 
30 planted about 2 years ago). The young trees now have red berries. They also cleared round 
the trees donated by Brian Boak, a weeping willow, 2 oaks and a yew. Finally, they cleared round 
the hawthorn hedge which was planted in March 2004 by the HWT Watch group. We counted a 
total of 51 plants most of which are healthy (about 3 plants have inadvertently been cut off at the 
base but are shooting again). Report from Frances Jannaway.  
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
I watched a pair of Whitethroat scolding me from a Willow in the North Meadow opposite the 
gasholder.  I did not see any young, but I suspect they were in the nest.  Chiffchaff  are still 
monotonously chiff-chaffing. A pair of Moorhen, possibly with young, were in the river upstream 
from the North Bridge.    
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About 20 Swifts were screaming around the houses at times this week.  One thing I always notice 
about their behaviour at this time of the year is the tendency for birds to enter holes beneath the 
eaves of houses, where I am sure no birds have nested, and to remain there for at least a few 
minutes.  I assume these are juvenile birds, nest prospecting.   
I received an e-mail from a local resident concerned that one of the 5 cygnets on the Town 
Millpond appeared to have only one leg.  When I looked, all 5 cygnets were on the water and 
seemed to be healthy and swimming without difficulty.  Any further news would be appreciated.  
Juvenile Black-headed Gulls are currently attracting a good deal of attention on the millponds and 
in the harbour.  They are delightful birds with gingery coloured plumage, but look nothing like the 
adults and are readily mistaken for another species entirely.  
Cormorants are back on the main raft on Slipper Millpond, so far, all juveniles with pale 
underparts.  I was surprised to see a Coot’s head poking out from behind the barricade of twigs in 
the box on the raft nearest the bridge.  A Mallard with 5 new ducklings was on Dolphin Lake.  The 
Peter Pond Mute Swan family was on the pond on Sunday, with only the female parent attending 
to her 5 cygnets.    
 
 
 
Insects 
The first Gatekeepers and Ringlet of the year were on Brook Meadow this week.  Meadow Browns 
are everywhere and on one occasion I found 6 Commas in the South Meadow.  Other butterflies 
on Brook Meadow were Green-veined White, Large White, Small Skipper (no Essex), Red 
Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell.  A Holly Blue was in my garden on Sunday, which is the first of 
the second brood.   
On Tuesday a dragonfly was flying around the grasses near the river; it had a short pale blue 
abdomen and dark head.  My tentative identification is a Pale-bodied Chaser which would be a 
first for Brook Meadow.   
 
Plants 
Mugwort is now showing its brown tinged flowers in the Seagull Lane patch.  Also, in this patch 
there is a lovely display of the small, pink striped, trumpet flowers of Field Bindweed.  Common 
Fleabane has just started flowering on Brook Meadow, but there is a lot more to come.  
Square-stalked St John's-wort is in flower on the east side of the North Meadow.  The lone Stag's 
Horn Sumac bush appears to be flowering; since it does not produce berries I assume it is a male 
plant.   
The white flowers of Hogweed make a virtual forest in the North Meadow.  There is also a good 
show of Meadowsweet dotted around Brook Meadow, with more to come.  Lesser Spearwort can 
be found in the South Meadow, to the east of the signcase; this low growing plant has tiny yellow 
flowers with 4 petals.    
On Wednesday morning I was told there were two people collecting Water-cress from the river.  
Although collecting Water-cress is not a problem in itself, it did involve the people going down 
onto the low west bank of the river where Water Vole burrows could be damaged.  We are hoping 
to deter access to the west bank with a fence at the top of the bank.  Incidentally, Water-cress can 
be confused with Fool's Water-cress.  Both grow on the River Ems and can be seen from the 
south bridge; Water-cress has large fleshy untoothed leaves and clusters of tiny white flowers at 
the top of the stems, Fool's Water-cress has smaller leaves and flowers in umbels in the leaf axils.  
I have been looking at the two Crack Willows with very pale leaves on the edge of Palmer's Road 
Car Park, wondering if they could be White Willow.  Comparing their leaves with those of the 
White Willow inside the south gate shows those of the latter are longer and narrower and much 
darker on the upper sides.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Litter 



Many thanks to the person who regularly cleans up the litter in the North Meadow.  A word of 
praise also for Sid, the Council litter man, who does a very good job of emptying our bins and 
clearing whatever litter he finds on his way through the meadow.    Sid is not responsible for doggy 
bins, but the Lumley doggy bin is once again in a bad state.  Council workers continually miss it off 
their cleaning schedule, so this presumably means another phone call – I shall need a hot line at 
this rate.   
 
Vandalism 
The large group of lads on the meadow last weekend made a nice mess of the large fallen Willow 
trunk in the north-east corner, breaking off branches, throwing them around and dropping bottles 
and other litter.  Frances reported the drinking party to the police.  She was at a committee 
meeting of the ERA at which the new councillor Brendan Gibbs-Grey said all such incidents 
should be reported both to the police and to him. 

 
Curbs on under-age drinking in Emsworth 
As the co-ordinator for my local Neighbourhood Watch, I received details of the measures being 
taken to curb the spate of drinking, nuisance and vandalism by young people in Emsworth.   Local 
beat bobby, PC Nick Humphreys, is taking this problem seriously and has been chasing the 
youngsters around the town and removing drinks from them.  More importantly, Nick has 
organised a scheme in which all the shops and off-licences in Emsworth (with the notable 
exception of the Co-op) have agreed not to sell alcohol to anyone under the age of 21, from Friday 
afternoon to the end of Sunday.   Nick is also pursuing the extension of the outdoor drinking ban, 
which currently covers parts of Emsworth, to the whole ward.  All these seem excellent ideas,  but 
we have to hope these initiatives do not drive the youngsters, with their bottles of booze, onto the 
relative security of Brook Meadow where they can hide away more easily from authority.   

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 28, July 5-11, 2004 

Membership target achieved! 
Publicity in The Ems finally pushed membership to our target of 300.  The lucky 300th member 
and winner of the special prize is Mrs Mollie Williamson.  Mrs Williamson’s late husband used to 
paint in the meadow so it seems very appropriate that she will be presented with a framed A4 
copy of the Marion Forster's artwork for the interpretation board.  A4 copies of Marion’s picture are 
on sale price £1 from Frances Jannaway.  Having reached 300, is no reason for us to rest on our 
laurels, but we must fare forward to the next milestone – 350.   And, there will be another prize for 
the 350th member.    
Opening of the new Community Association building 
The new Community Association building will be officially opened at 2pm on 17th July by local MP 
David Willets.  A variety of events and displays have been planned for the afternoon from 2pm to 
5pm and it promises be a jolly good  occasion.  The Brook Meadow Conservation Group will have 
a display of information and photographs.  It may be unrealistic to expect all 300 of our members 
to come, but try to get along if you can.  It would be nice to have a good turn out of group 
members.   
Visitor’s Survey 
This coming Saturday (weather permitting) we shall be carrying out a survey of people visiting 
Brook Meadow in the period 8am to 8pm.  This is a repeat of the survey done on 27th July 2002 
when a total of 109 people were counted.  As before we shall also attempt to obtain qualitative 
information on people views  about the meadow and what the group is doing.  If you are able, 
have a stroll through for a chat.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
News of the annual cut 
Frances met a representative of Woodmancote Agricultural Contractors this week to discuss the 
annual cutting of Brook Meadow.  They would be able to cut the meadow, but removing the 
cuttings might be a problem.  They will contact us later with a price.   



Damage to the Willows 
Andy Skeet from the Council came to Brook Meadow to take stock of the damage to the Willows 
from the recent storms.  Quite a lot to do.  Andy plans to pollard a couple of the Willows down to 3 
metres and clear the big limb in the North-east corner that the Environment Agency dumped on 
the meadow.  It will take quite some time to get all this done, but Andy will contact us when the 
work is imminent.   
The large Willow that Andy took down in the NE corner is sprouting nicely.  Maybe pollarding is a 
strategy that could be applied to some of the other over large Willows along the river banks?  Not 
all at once, but over time.   I have asked Andy for his views.  
Incidentally, late on Sunday evening I found a party of about 12 lads and girls sitting on and 
around the big trunk in the NE corner.  They did not appear to be drinking or causing damage.  But 
this will need watching.   
Lumley sluice gate 
On Sunday, I noticed that the sluice gate at Lumley Mill, which has been open for the past week or 
so, has been closed again, thus allowing more water to flow into into the River Ems through Brook 
Meadow.  The gate is controlled by the owners of Lumley Mill and Constant Springs.   
 

VISIT OF WILDLIFE WATCH GROUP 
On Friday evening 6 children and 5 adults of the local Wildlife Watch Group visited Brook 
Meadow.  They hoped to see a Water Vole, and though we did see some movement in the 
grasses on the river bank, the vegetation was too luxuriant to see the animal itself.  One of the 
adults did see one swimming across the river near the sluice gate.  The group were also 
interested to see the progress of the 50 Hawthorn saplings they planted on February 14th of this 
year and spent a little time clearing Bindweed from the saplings.   
The children enjoyed some tree climbing on the meadow, though one young lady got more than 
she had bargained for when she inadvertently disturbed a Wasp’s nest on a Willow branch over 
the river near the North Bridge.  She screamed and launched herself bodily into the river below to 
escape the insects.  Apart from a couple of stings, which we treated with Anthisan, and a good 
soaking the young lady came to no harm and was actually quite cheerful about the experience.   
We look forward to seeing them again for a conservation session on November 13th.   
Photos taken during this and other recent events on Brook Meadow can be found on the web site 
at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 28 
Invertebrates survey  
On Tuesday July 6 Martin Harvey from the Hampshire Wildlife Trust came to Brook Meadow to 
carry out a survey of invertebrates.  Martin collected a large number of invertebrates for further 
study and identification and we shall receive his report in due time.  Martin said Brook Meadow 
had a variety of habitats supporting a good selection of invertebrates, the overgrown South 
Meadow, in particular, being a rich nectar source.   
The most interesting insect Martin showed me was an Essex Skipper which he netted in the far 
south eastern corner of the South Meadow.  The black undersides of the antennae tips (as if 
dipped in black paint) distinguishes the Essex Skipper from the very similar Small Skipper.  Martin 
thought most of the Skippers in this small area were Essex Skippers.   The Essex Skipper gets its 
name from being first discovered as a separate species from the Small Skipper in Essex in 1888 
by a Mr Hawes.   
Birds 
I found a young Goldfinch on the road in The Rookery which I moved onto a garden.  It is good to 
see so many House Sparrows busily collecting insects from garden shrubs.  Tony Wilkinson tells 
me that Terns have been seen recently on Slipper Millpond.  I would be very interested to hear 
from anyone else who has seen them since I have not!  The two local Mute Swan families can 
usually be found on the millponds, both with 5 cygnets.  Look out also for those cute 
ginger-plumaged young Black-headed Gulls.   

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html


The first of the Black-tailed Godwits have arrived back in Emsworth Harbour fresh from their from 
their breeding grounds in Iceland.  On Friday I found 72 feeding on the mudflats at low tide, 
including several with colour rings on their legs from the ringing scheme run by Pete Potts. They 
are best seen from the marina seawall.   In addition, there were about 50 Redshank and a few 
Greenshank (some with rings).   
Plants 
There were 78 plants in flower this week on Brook Meadow, not counting grasses.  Newly 
flowering were Great Willowherb, Broad-leaved Willowherb, Spear Thistle, Common Ragwort, 
Marsh Ragwort, Perforate St John's-wort, Knotgrass, Strawberry Clover and Bristly Ox-tongue. 
Black Knapweed and Perennial Sow-thistle are struggling into flower in the Bindweed jungle in the 
Lumley area.  Hemp Agrimony was in flower in Westbourne, but not, as yet, on Brook Meadow.  A 
mass of powerfully scented Hedge Bedstraw is on the east bank of Peter Pond.  The first 
Common Fleabane and Teasel were in flower on Thorney Island.   
Butterflies  
Meadow Browns were abundant and Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Large, Small and Essex 
Skippers and Large and Green-veined Whites were also seen, plus a very bright red moth, 
probably a Cinnabar.  Gatekeepers are also out, but I have not yet seen them on Brook Meadow.   
It is a very good year for White Admirals in Hollybank Woods; I saw 8 there on Wednesday.  It is 
also worth visiting the open fields to the north of the Spencer's Field housing estate for Marbled 
Whites and Skippers.  
 

BROOK MEADOW SSSI in Warwickshire 
As I mentioned last week, on the way to visit my son who lives in Derbyshire, I visited another 
Brook Meadow in Warwickshire. In fact, I was so impressed that I went twice, once on the way up, 
and again on the way back.  I was particularly interested to see this meadow, not only because it 
had the same name as ours in Emsworth, but because it was about the same size (5 acres) and 
shape, has a stream running down the side, but, especially, because it was a SSSI.  What did this 
Brook Meadow have that ours did not to warrant this designation?  I was soon to discover why.   A 
full report on the visit with photos is on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-sssi-warwickshire.html 
 

GLENWOOD SCHOOL VISIT HOLLYBANK WOODS 
Following their successful visit to Brook Meadow on 17 June, 16 children and 4 teachers from 
Glenwood School visited Hollybank Woods on Tuesday 6 July.  The visit was organised by John 
and Pauline Bond of the Friends of Hollybank Woods.  They were assisted by Frances Jannaway, 
and Pat and Graham Walsgrove of our group.  The activities included leaf and tree identification, 
looking at different types of moths using a moth trap, examining creepy crawlies using insect traps 
and decorating butterfly shapes to hang on a tree.  The visit was a great success.  Report by 
Frances Jannaway.   
 

GROUP WEB SITE -  http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html 
Photographs of wildlife and all recent group events can be seen on the web site, which is updated 
on a weekly basis.  News and photos are also in the signcases at the three entrances to Brook 
Meadow.  
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 27, June 28 – July 4, 2004 
Membership news 
We are getting very close to the magic 300.  Following good publicity in The Ems we have 
acquired 4 new members bringing the total membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group to 297.  Just 3 more to go and there will be a special prize for the 300th member.  So, look 
around at your friends and neighbours!   
 
The annual cut 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-sssi-warwickshire.html
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html


Frances is having trouble finding a contractor for the annual cut.  Simon Walter, who did such a 
good job last year, is unable to do it because he is too busy and does not have enough staff.  If 
you know anyone who could cut the meadow and remove the cuttings please get in touch with 
Frances.  
 

VISIT FROM THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
On Tuesday 29 June, Frances Jannaway, Wally Osborne, Tony Wilkinson and myself met four 
officers from the Environment Agency to discuss the regular annual clearance of the River Ems.  
The Environment Agency officers were Chris Smith, Flood Defence Operations & Enforcement 
Officer for the Sussex area Southern Region, workforce supervisor Barry Kilner, Mike Ford, 
another flood defence officer and water vole expert, Charlotte Murray of the Fisheries, Recreation 
and Bio-diversity team. The meeting was friendly and harmonious and we agreed on the following 
cutting programme for this year.  Just one bank of the River Ems will be cut throughout its length 
in Brook Meadow, leaving a strip of about 1 metre uncut near the river.   In Palmer's Road Copse, 
the west bank will be cut and for the remainder of the river the east bank will be cut.  30% of the 
in-channel vegetation, will be left uncut, including the Bullrushes, flowering for the first time this 
year.  The cutting would probably be done in mid-August.    
The following day I met Barry Kilner and his merry men from the Environment Agency for them to 
remove the two large Willow branches that had come down on the river last week.  On returning 
later in the morning, I found they had completed the work.  The branch near the S-bend had been 
cut and hauled back onto the east bank where it effectively blocked the casual path that people 
had been using to get down to the river.  The work on the very large branch that had come down 
in the north-east corner of the meadow was less satisfactory since they had hauled it further onto 
the meadow area than I had anticipated.  However, it makes an interesting feature?   

WORK SESSION 
On Thursday 1st July 6 volunteers carried out the following tasks on Brook Meadow: (1) 
completion of the Water Vole survey.  At least 50 used burrows, lots of latrines and several 
feeding stations were found between the bend in the river and the culvert north of the bridge. It 
was very difficult to get to the banks in some places because of the rank vegetation on the banks,  
(2) cutting excess vegetation from around Alder Buckthorn saplings. This is a task we need to do 
regularly, especially at this time of year. The leaves on one of the saplings seem to be turning 
yellow, (3) raking and removing the strimmed edges of the paths for the herb walk that evening.  
Report by Frances Jannaway 
 

HERB WALK 
The weather was dry, cool and blustery for the first of the 2004 Herb Walks, hosted by Steve 
Taylor of ‘The Medicine Garden’ in Emsworth on Thursday 1st July.   This walk focussed on 
Medicinal Herbs and was well attended by 20 persons of which 17 were non-members of BMCG. 
We received very generous donations from all attendees and recruited 2 new members for the 
group.  At 7pm Steve moved to the community area and talked to the group about his experiences 
using herbal medicines, referring to the rich source of many found on the meadow. Later, he 
moved to a few key sites on the meadow to talk about particular herbs. The event concluded with 
an extended question and answer session, which could have continued into the night.   Our 
thanks to Steve for another interesting evening.  
Report by Wally Osborne  

WILDLIFE GUIDE AND PRINTS FOR SALE 
As previously mentioned, a visitor’s guide to the wildlife of Brook Meadow is now available.  This 
leaflet gives brief information about the wildlife present on Brook Meadow and features Marion 
Forster’s lovely artwork for the interpretation boards.  The leaflets are available from Frances or 
Brian.  We also have A4 size prints of Marion’s picture for sale for only £1 - ideal for framing for 
Christmas or birthday presents.  All funds go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  Contact 
Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 if you would like a copy.   
 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN IN THE ENVIRONMENT  



Nine people attended the BTCV workshop given by Hilary Bell on Saturday 3rd July.  The 
attendees included Anne from a nature conservation area in Basingstoke, Kate who is involved 
with a lunchtime nature club in a school in Andover, John and Pauline Bond from the Friends of 
Hollybank Woods, Pat, Graham and Frances from BMCG and two recent members of BMCG, 
Victoria (who is going on a postgraduate teacher training course) and George (who has just 
completed an ecology and conservation degree). Tony Wilkinson popped in briefly and Wally 
Osborne was unable to come as planned because of ill health.   
We started off finding out why we were all on the workshop and then answered the question “Why 
and How do we want to work with children in the environment”.  Hilary then talked about “working 
with schools”, to which various people contributed their own experiences. This was followed by 
“other groups and events” which could involve activities for children. Then the legal, health and 
safety aspects of organising events and activities for children were discussed.   Hilary showed us 
a simple way of introducing ‘identification keys’ to children which we then discussed at some 
length. The morning session finished with a leaf quiz. 
After lunch, we went over to Brook Meadow and played several environmental games, including: 
colour matching, woolly caterpillar, leaf viewfinder, meet a tree (in which Frances was taken to a 
tree blindfolded, and then had to identify the tree using her other senses after which she was lead 
away from the tree and disorientated and finally had to identify the tree with her eyes). We also 
discussed studying mini-beasts, different ways of working with grasses including grass weaving 
and grass sculptures, using our senses.   Hilary completed the workshop with a brief question and 
evaluation session. The people attending the workshop felt it was informative and had given them 
lots of new and useful ideas.     
Report by Frances Jannaway 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 27 
Birds 
Before I went away I noticed the Coot was still on its nest on Peter Pond and the other Coot pair 
had 1 chick.  There was also a Mallard with 10 ducklings.  The Mute Swan pair from Peter Pond 
with 5 cygnets were on Dolphin Lake and the Coot was back on nest near Chequers Quay.   
Look out for ginger plumaged young Black-headed Gulls around the harbour.  Mary Colbourne 
saw one on the Mill Pond on Monday 28th June and I saw another in the harbour on Monday 5th 
July.  Mary also saw a friendly young Pied Wagtail on the slipway at Bridgefoot path.  Photos of 
both Mary’s birds are on my web site at 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-0-recent-photos.htm   
The Mute Swan pair on the Town Millpond appear to have lost one of their tiny cygnets; they were 
down to four.   
 
Insects 
Bright orange Commas and Small Tortoiseshells love sunning themselves on the raised gravel 
path.  Others seen this week were Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Red Admiral, Speckled Wood.  
Robin Pottinger told me he had a Clouded Yellow in his garden.  I am waiting for one to appear in 
Brook Meadow.  I had a very early one in my garden on 8 June, but no sign of any since 
then.  Amazing to think they have flown from the Mediterranean! 
Ralph Hollins reported at least 13 Marbled Whites in Spencer’s Field to the west of Hollybank 
Woods on Monday 28 June, sufficient to suggest that they have a good permanent foothold on 
that site.  Ralph also found hundreds of Meadow Browns, fifty Small Skippers and a few Large 
Skippers, Five-spot Burnet moths and several colonies of Cinnabar moth caterpillars on Ragwort.   

 
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP  WEB SITE 

Photographs of wildlife plus all the recent group events can be seen in the signcases at the 
entrances to Brook Meadow and on the group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 

 
NATIONAL AWARD FOR MICHAEL PRIOR 
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Michael Prior, the head forester of Stansted Forest was at the Royal Show on July 3rd to receive 
an award from the Duke of Gloucester for 'best community woods' in a Royal Agricultural Society 
of England and Royal Forestry Woodland and Plantations competition for 2004.   The judges said 
that Stansted Park was outstanding for its free access and its comprehensive conservation 
programme.  Very well deserved!  
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 26, June 21-27, 2004 
Membership 
Membership is now up to 291 which means just 9 more are needed to reach our target of 300 for 
this year.  If you have friends or neighbours who are not yet members, encourage them to join this 
wonderful community project to conserve a lovely meadow in the middle of Emsworth.  Only £3 
per person.  There will even be a special prize for the 300th member! 
 
Wildlife Guide and prints for sale 
As previously mentioned, a visitor’s guide to the wildlife of Brook Meadow is now available.  This 
leaflet gives brief information about the wildlife present on Brook Meadow and features Marion 
Forster’s lovely artwork for the interpretation boards.  The leaflets are available from Frances or 
Brian.  We also have A4 size prints of Marion’s picture for sale for only £1 - ideal for framing for 
Christmas or birthday presents.  All funds go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  Contact 
Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314 if you would like a copy.   
 

VISIT OF NORTHERN PARADE SCHOOL 
On Friday 25th June we were delighted to welcome back over 40 children, parents, grandparents 
and school staff from Northern Parade Primary School in Portsmouth.  A variety of educational 
nature events was organised for the visit, including a nature hunt, tree identification, a river flow 
study, grasses identification and, of course, the ever-popular wishing tree.   A gazebo and tent 
were erected with displays of photographs of the meadow and its wildlife and refreshments were 
laid on.  The weather was absolutely superb and everyone (including the 10 volunteers) had a 
wonderful day.  The children took away a bag of grasses they had collected along with a variety of 
leaflets and stickers.  Many of the children managed to find Meadow Barley and one young lady 
deserved special praise for finding the very first Crested Dog's-tail grass of the year.   A special 
thank you to Frances Jannaway for organising the event and to all the volunteers for making the 
day such a great success.    A few photos of the day are on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html 
 

GUIDED NATURE WALK 
On Sunday 27 June I had the company of Pat and Graham Walsgrove, and Tony Wilkinson for 
part of the time, for the regular guided walk through the meadow.  It was a lovely morning, the 
birds were singing, butterflies were flying and wild flowers and grasses were looking great.  
Meadow Browns were everywhere and we saw a number of stunningly beautiful Commas.  
Banded Demoiselles were flying around the Branched Bur-reed and a Damselfly with a bright blue 
tail was flying low in the vegetation – could either Common Blue or possibly Blue-tailed 
Damselfly?   Tiny metallic blue beetles, rather like the Flea Beetles that were found earlier in the 
year, were on the leaves of Crack Willows on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park.  Ladybird 
larvae were on the vegetation in the South Meadow.  We examined the difference between False 
Fox Sedge and Spiked Sedge in the wet area north of the Willow line.   
Guided walks led by Brian Fellows, take place on the fourth Sunday in each month from March to 
October starting at 10am from Palmer's Road Car Park.  The next one is on 25th July.   
 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
The workshop for adults planning to work with children in the environment has been re-arranged 
for Saturday 3rd July 2004 from 9.30am to 4.30pm in the Emsworth Community Centre.  It will be 
run by Hilary Bell from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers and is free of charge.  Contact 
Frances Jannaway if you would like to come to the workshop on 01243 430314.  
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HERB WALKS 

Steve Taylor of the Emsworth Medicine Garden will be leading two of his popular Herb walks once 
again this summer.  The first one called ‘Medicinal herbs of Brook Meadow’ is next Thursday 1st 
July at 7pm starting in Palmer's Road Car Park.  Walks are free to members of the Conservation 
Group.   
 

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP  WEB SITE 
Photographs of wildlife plus all the recent group events can be seen in the signcases at the 
entrances to Brook Meadow and on the group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 26, June 21-27, 2004 
Birds 
Everything on the bird front appears to be doing well.  Of the summer visitors Whitethroat have 
been a little erratic this year, with only one or at the most two singing on Brook Meadow, but 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap have been normal with 3 or 4 of each.  All the other common residents 
have been heard and seen and there is plenty of evidence of young birds about.  Reed Warbler 
was singing on the meadow this week – visiting from nearby Peter Pond, I guess.    
On Tuesday, on the main raft on Slipper Millpond I found an adult Mediterranean Gull with a 
moulting head and an immature Great Black-backed Gull.   A Mallard with 7 young ducklings was 
on Peter Pond and Coot is still on the nest in the centre of the pond.   
 
Insects 
So far this summer 15 different species of butterfly have been seen on Brook Meadow. Currently, 
Small Tortoiseshell, Comma and Meadow Brown are showing particularly well. Small Skipper, 
Peacock, Painted Lady, Gatekeeper and possibly Ringlet will be with us soon.  There are some 
extraordinarily bright Commas flying at present of the form called hutchinsoni.  About one third of 
the adults in the summer emergence are hutchinsoni, which has fainter markings, is brighter and 
more golden than the normal Comma and has less ragged edges.  Not many Dragonflies have 
been seen as yet this summer, but Banded Demoiselles with the dark band on their wings are 
very common.  Look out for Green beetles with swollen thighs, Oedemera nobilis, (often just 
called "Thigh Beetles") inside the large white Bindweed trumpets.   Bumblebees are attracted to 
the flowers of Bramble beside the main river path.   
 
Wild Flowers 
Wild flowers have been abundant on Brook Meadow this summer and they are a joy to see.  
Excluding grasses and sedges I counted 78 different wild flowers on the meadow this week and 
there are more to come.  Especially welcome are the sweet-smelling flowers of Meadowsweet on 
the river banks and alongside the paths through the North Meadow.   Hairy Tare with flowers and 
seedpods can be seen well at the start of the path going down from the causeway into the South 
Meadow.      
I was pleased to find Lesser Swine-cress growing in two locations, one near the Lumley gate and 
the other on the steps leading up to the North Bridge.  Its identity was confirmed by examining the 
fruit pods under the microscope which were like two round balls squashed together on a long 
stalk.  The plant smells strongly of cress when crushed.  I have been looking for this plant for the 
last 3 years, since Pete Selby first found it on the causeway on 9th July 2001. 
Another good plant to find was Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris) in the area just north of the 
line of Willows.  This plant was first found on Brook Meadow in this area also by the late Pete 
Selby in 2001.  It differs from Sea Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima) which we also have on the 
Brook Meadow list, in that fruits remain appressed to the stem and it has narrow leaves up to 2mm 
wide (4mm in Sea).   
 
Grasses and Sedges 
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Everyone agrees it has been a terrific year for grasses on Brook Meadow and wandering through 
the head high flower spikes is a superb experience (though not for hay fever sufferers!).  Timothy 
is now looking quite splendid, with its very long cylindrical flower spikelets.  Meadow Barley and 
Italian Ryegrass are also popping up around the meadow.  As previously mentioned a pupil from 
Northern Parade School found the first Crested Dog's-tail of the year.  It has been a good year for 
sedges, with Divided Sedge leading the way – abundant in the area above the causeway.  
 

STORM DAMAGE 
The recent unseasonable storm force winds have produced considerable damage to some of the 
old Crack Willow trees lining the River Ems on Brook Meadow in Emsworth.  There are two huge 
branches down in the far north-east corner of the meadow, near where the one was cut down 
earlier this year.  One huge branch is lying across the river onto the railway embankment, almost 
reaching the railway line.  Another large branch is across the footpath.  There is another branch 
across the river near the S-bend.  They do not appear to be dangerous at present, but I have 
asked Andy Skeet of Havant Borough Council to take a look.  The ones in the NE corner are 
chain-saw jobs, but we should be able to clear the one across the river near the S-bend ourselves. 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 25, June 14-20, 2004 
Membership 
Two more new members this week takes the membership total to 291; so not far to go now to our 
target of 300.  One of these was a group membership for Glenwood School, Emsworth the pupils 
of which visited Brook Meadow.   
 
Visit of Glenwood School – Thursday 17th June 
BMCG organised a visit to Brook Meadow by Glenwood School on Thursday 17 June. The 
weather was fine and sunny but quite breezy.  The volunteers were Brian Fellows, Wally Osborne, 
Frances Jannaway, Jil Meesom and Pat and Graham Walsgrove. 14 children and 4 teachers from 
Glenwood School - a special needs school in Washington Road, Emsworth - arrived at 10am. 
After a brief introduction, the children followed a nature trail in 4 groups, each group accompanied 
by a teacher and a BMCG volunteer. The aim was to find 18 boards with the name of a plant or 
animal and to answer a question and find a letter on the back of the boards which spelt ‘Nature 
Conservation’.  Many of the children drew the flowers they found. 
After a short break for squash and biscuits, half of the children carried out a grass identification 
activity and the other half made wishing stars, the groups swapping round after 20 minutes. The 
grass ID activity involved the children collecting as many different grasses as they could find and 
matching them with samples.  Children wrote their environmental wishes on stars and tied them to 
the “wishing tree”.   All the children were given BMCG window stickers and the school joined 
BMCG as a group member. Julie Kirk, the science teacher at Glenwood School thought the 
morning was brilliant and expressed the wish to come back again next year. They finally left at 
about 12.10 pm.  Report by Frances Jannaway.  
 
Group Workday – Sunday 20th June 
Today’s work session was attended by 9 volunteers: Brian, Frances, Wally, Pat and Graham, 
Debi Saunders, David, Kate and Rob.  Brian used the power scythe to cut the path next to the 
bramble hedge in the south meadow as well as the path in the Lumley wet area near the Lumley 
Stream. He was helped by David and later by Pat.   
Debi, Pat, David and Rob conducted a Water Vole survey of the River Ems, finding  lots of 
evidence of Water Vole activity including more than 40 burrows, latrines, a grazing area and 
feeding stations.  One vole was sighted near the bend in the river above the North Bridge.  The 
survey will be completed at the next work session on Thursday 1 July.   
Kate and Frances went round clearing stinging nettles and brambles overhanging the paths, 
round the litter and doggy bins and notice boards.  Frances also cleared the vegetation from 
around the two young oaks, weeping willow and yew tree.  Graham and Wally cut and removed 
some willow branches overhanging the River Ems.  



Finally, in preparation for the visit by Northern Parade school on Friday, Wally, Graham and 
Frances discussed and tried out the planned water activity on the North bridge. We are going to 
get the children to measure the flow of the river by playing an adapted form of Pooh sticks. We 
hope they will be able to work out whether the rate of flow in the middle is faster or slower than at 
the sides and enjoy themselves at the same time. Incidentally, I beat Wally at Pooh sticks again! 
Report by Frances Jannaway.  
Future Workdays: Thursday 1 July, Sunday 18 July.  
 
Guided Walk 
There will be a guided walk led by Brian Fellows around Brook Meadow, to look at and listen to all 
things natural, next Sunday 27th June from 10am to 12 noon starting from Palmer's Road Car 
Park.   
 
Herb Walk 
The first of Steve Taylor’s popular Herb walks will take place on Thursday 1st July starting at at 
7pm from Palmer's Road Car Park.  This one is called “Medicinal herbs of Brook Meadow”.    
 
Wildlife Guide and prints for sale 
As previously mentioned we have recently published a Visitor’s Guide to the wildlife of Brook 
Meadow.  This leaflet gives brief information about the wildlife present on Brook Meadow and 
features Marion Forster’s lovely artwork for the interpretation boards.  The leaflets are available 
from Frances or Brian.  A4 size prints of Marion’s picture are for sale for only £1.  A real bargain!  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 25, June 14-20, 2004 
Birds 
At least 2 Whitethroat were singing on Brook Meadow this week, the regular one near the North 
Bridge and another one on the east side.   Many of the regulars were also singing including 2 
Chiffchaff and 3 Blackcaps.   A Song Thrush was singing in the north-east corner and a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was heard calling.  There were plenty of indications of young birds on the 
meadow and a Mallard with 9 ducklings were seen on the river.   
The mystery of where the Mute Swan family with 5 young cygnets, that appeared out of the blue 
on the Town Millpond, came from was solved this week.  Thorney Island warden Barry Collins 
said the pair nested on one of the ponds by the houses on stilts near the marina and moved into 
Emsworth Harbour on 30th May.  Just how they managed to negotiate the sea wall to get onto the 
millpond remains a mystery.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies seen on Brook Meadow this week include Green-veined White, Red Admiral, Speckled 
Wood, Small Tortoiseshell, Common Blue and an extraordinarily bright Comma which may well 
have been a newly emerging butterfly of the form called hutchinsoni.  About one third of the adults 
in the summer emergence are hutchinsoni; this form has fainter markings, is brighter and more 
golden than the normal Comma and has less ragged edges.  Unfortunately it did not perch long 
enough for me to get a photo.  I saw one on Brook Meadow on June 23 last year.   
Banded Demoiselles are now fairly common on the meadow and often pose well for photographs.  
Also common are those green beetles with swollen thighs, Oedemera nobilis, which we call 
"Thigh Beetles" for simplicity.  You are very likely to find one in a Bindweed trumpet.    
 
Plants 
The big news of the week on the plant front is that Typha latifolia (Common Reedmace or 
Bullrush) is flowering for the first time on Brook Meadow for many years.  This very tall reed grows 
in the River Ems near the west bank and can be easily seen from the main river path a little way 
north from the seat.  Following Francis Rose, I have always referred to this plant as Common 
Reedmace and, also following Rose, have chastised others for wrongly calling it Bullrush.   



However, I gather there has been an official change in the ordinary name of this plant.  In the new 
‘Domino Guide to Wild Flowers’ by Blamey, et al, Typha latifolia is specifically named as Bulrush 
(note, with one ‘l’), adding that the plant “for many years shared the name  Bulrush with the plant 
now known as Common Club-rush, until in a judgement of Solomon it was awarded to Typha, 
hitherto alternatively known as Reedmace”.  Turning to the ‘New Atlas of British Flora’ for a 
definitive answer,  Typha latifolia is called Bullrush (but with two ‘l’s).  If anyone has any more 
information about this issue I would appreciate hearing it.  Unless I hear anything to the contrary, 
I shall henceforth refer to this plant as Bullrush (with two ‘l’s).  
Other plants recently flowering on Brook Meadow include Meadowsweet, with those lovely fluffy, 
sweet-smelling flowers and the purple-flowered Creeping Thistle.  The very showy flowers of 
Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea are now starting to open in the Seagull Lane patch and the more 
modest white daisies of Feverfew are showing well by the North Bridge.  The large white trumpets 
of Large and Hedge Bindweed are now standing out prominently in many areas, along with the 
more delicate pink flowers of Field Bindweed.    
Further afield there is a lovely patch Pellitory-of-the-wall flowering on a wall, on the north side of 
West Street in Emsworth.   Broad-leaved Willowherb is also now in flower in several places and 
Fool's Water-cress is flowering in the Westbrook Stream near Bridge Road car park.  Fresh purple 
bulbils of Crow Garlic can be seen on the east side of Peter Pond.  Sadly, the area in front of the 
cottages on Lumley Road where Skullcap usually grows has been treated with weed killer, though 
some Skullcap can be found flowering on the canalised section of the Lumley Stream near 
Westbourne.    
Grasses continue to flourish like never before on Brook Meadow.  The first cylindrical flower 
spikelets of Timothy grass are now starting to show around the meadow.   Also, new this week 
was Italian Ryegrass (a Ryegrass with long awns) in the Seagull Lane patch and more Meadow 
Barley has been found in the North Meadow.  Ralph Hollins tells me that a great sea of this grass 
should now be waving in the breeze on Thornham Marshes at very far east end of Thornham 
Lane on Thorney Island.   

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 24: June 7-13, 2004 

Glenwood School visit 
From 10am to 12 noon on Thursday 17th June 16 pupils and 4 staff from Glenwood School in 
Washington Road, Emsworth will be visiting Brook Meadow.  The Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group have organised a number of educational nature activities for the children to take part in.  
These include a Nature Trail with boards marking a number of flowering plants and other natural 
items (much as used in the Wildlife Funday), a “Wishing Tree” with children’s wishes for the 
environment and a grasses search and identification session.   
Future Workdays: Sunday 20 June, Thursday 1 July, Sunday 18 July.  
 

BROOK MEADOW WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
A Whitethroat was collecting insects from the plants on the Lumley side of the meadow, 
presumably to feed hungry youngsters in the nest.  No sign of any Blackcap or Chiffchaff young as 
yet.  A young Magpie was being fed by its parent near the Lumley pool.   A Coot with 2 chicks was 
on the Lumley Stream, but I think it nested on Peter Pond.   
All the regular songsters are still going strong with Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Wren, Robin, 
Dunnock, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Woodpigeon and Collared Dove.  On 
Friday I found a Blackbird sunning itself on the gravel path through the South Meadow.  While 
up-dating the signcase near the south gate I heard a Reed Warbler singing from the Brambles – 
no doubt a visitor from Peter Pond.   Grey Wagtails can still be seen on the river in the North-east 
corner.  
 
Insects 
Large Skipper and Meadow Brown were flying on Brook Meadow for the first time this year.  Other 
butterflies seen this week on Brook Meadow were Common Blue, Red Admiral, Speckled Wood 



and Green-veined White.  No Clouded Yellow as yet, but I did have one in my garden and I was 
amazed at how bright and fresh it looked despite its long journey from southern France.   
Only the more delicate Damselflies are flying so far, including pale blue Azure Damselflies and 
Banded Demoiselles.  As summer progresses we should then see the larger Dragonflies.  
 
Plants 
Excluding grasses and sedges there are currently 67 different species of flowering plant on Brook 
Meadow.   One new plant for the Brook Meadow list was Lesser Trefoil in the sedgey area above 
the causeway.  It can be distinguished from the similar Black Medick in having just 10-20 flowers 
in each flower head (Black Medick has 20-40 flowers in each head).   Newly flowering plants were 
Dog Rose, Yarrow, Hairy Tare, Ground-elder, Creeping Cinquefoil,  Hedge Woundwort, 
Pineappleweed, Common Mallow, Water Figwort, Silverweed, Honeysuckle, Fool's Water-cress 
and Branched Bur-reed has globular flower heads forming.   
I am still puzzling over the “Spotted Medick” without spots on its leaves growing in the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Could it be Toothed Medick?  The green pods are now prominent.  There is a patch 
of giant Hedge Mustard over 6 feet tall in the centre of the North Meadow.  Rose (p.116) gives the 
height of this plant as 30-90cm (ie less than 3 feet).  Strange.  Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea and 
Meadowsweet are both in bud and will soon be flowering.  The White Willow inside the south gate 
is looking very fine with its distinctive narrow leaves with pale undersides.   
Of the grasses, the most significant findings of the week were two of our old meadow indicators, 
namely Meadow Barley and Festulolium Hybrid (Festulolium loliaceum).   Reed Canary-grass is 
flowering well on the river bank near the sluice.   Jointed Rush and Hard Rush are also flowering 
in the wetter areas.  Common Reedmace is growing well in the River Ems near the west bank, but 
to my knowledge has not flowered in the last few years.   

EMSWORTH MILLPONDS 
I had a phone call from Tony Wilkinson to say there was a fish behaving oddly on Slipper Millpond.  
I went down to have a look and it was still there swimming round and round with just its body 
showing and its head and tail under the water.  It looked like a fairly large Grey Mullet, but it was 
clearly in some distress.  Looking through my binoculars it appeared to have a black cover over its 
head which would account for its strange behaviour.   
There are 3 pairs of Coot on Slipper Millpond. One pair with 3 chicks, one pair with 2 chicks 
(probably the pair that nested in the reeds in the SE corner) and the other pair with a nest built 
high against the side wall of the Chequers Quay housing with a bird sitting.  A Coot is also settled 
on a tower nest in the centre of Peter Pond.  Hairy Tare is flowering on the west and south banks 
of the pond.   
Tony Wilkinson tells me that the Peter Pond Mute Swans with their five cygnets are doing fine and 
he sees them quite often on Dolphin Lake next to Slipper Millpond.  So they were unlikely to have 
been the family seen recently at Broadmarsh.  Tony also reports a mother Mallard (though of an 
unusually creamy brown colour) on Slipper Pond with four very new  ducklings.   
A pair of Mute Swans with a new family of 5 cygnets has appeared ‘out of the blue’ on Town 
Millpond this week.  Does anyone know anything about them or where they nested?   
 

OTHER WILDLIFE NEWS 
Stansted Forest 
On Thursday I met Michael Prior the head forester of Stansted Forest who told me that 3 Buzzard 
chicks had been ringed and he thought there was probably another Buzzard nest somewhere on 
the estate.   Nightjar had been heard and Woodcocks were common roding in the evening.  Of the 
butterflies Michael said it was a good year for Small Copper and he had seen the first Ringlet, but 
had seen no Pearl-bordered Fritillaries.  
 
Southern Marsh Orchids on Fishbourne Meadows 
Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy did an official count of Southern Marsh 
Orchids on Fishbourne Meadows this week and got an astonishing 798!   The previous record 
was 349 in 2000.  Anne is not sure whether the good result is because of the weather this year or 



last, or the topping they did last autumn, but it's great.  She adds that the increase in orchids in the 
previously poor areas must be encouraging for getting them on Brook Meadow at some time in 
the future.  We can but hope.   
 

CONTROL OF JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
Chris Giles of Hampshire Wildlife Trust kindly forwarded information about the control of 
Japanese Knotweed.  We only have one small patch of this very invasive alien plant on the Brook 
Meadow site, on the west bank of the River Ems in front of the gasholder.  However, it is useful to 
know what we should be doing (or not doing) to prevent it spreading onto the main meadow.  
Japanese Knotweed can produce seeds, but it is rare for these to geminate, so there is no need to 
worry about seeds.  The most common way it spreads is by means of stem, crown and 
underground rhizome sections.  New plants will grow from small pieces of the plant, so it is very 
important that all cuttings are disposed of preferably by burning.  When the plant on the west bank 
is cut we must be very careful that no cuttings get into the river from where they can easily spread.   
What do we do with the cuttings?  It is illegal to dump cuttings or spread knotweed onto any other 
property.  Local Authority Civic Amenity sites are not suitable for receiving knotweed cuttings.  
Fortunately, Japanese Knotweed is susceptible to a range of herbicides including glyphosate, 
which is contained in products such as “Roundup biactive”.   Apparently, many formulations of 
glyphosate are suitable for use in or near water and it has low toxicity to animals.  The biactive 
formulations are generally regarded as the most suitable.  Near water, for the best effects, 
Glyphosate should be applied when shoots are more than 1.5m tall, in August or September.  The 
critical question is would it be safe to use this chemical on the plant on the river bank in Brook 
Meadow without danger of it harming the Water Voles or other animals in and around the river.  I 
have asked Chris for advice on this matter.  I would appreciate any other advice.   
 

OTHER ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Our problem doggy bin at the Lumley entrance has not been cleared for absolute 2 weeks and is 
full to overflowing.  I reported it to Havant Borough Council who said it would be attended to, but it 
had not been done when I visited on Sunday.  It would help if you rang the Council on 02392 
474174 and complained.  I also mentioned the vandalised doggy bin at the south entrance which 
has not yet been replaced.   
I found the front from one of the nest boxes on the ground in Palmer's Road Copse, but I am not 
sure which one it is from.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 23: May 31 – June 6, 2004 
 

MORE MEMBERS AND A DONATION 
Membership numbers continue to creep up to the magic 300 with another 4 new members this 
week taking the total to a magnificent 289.   
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group received a generous donation of £25 from the Emsworth 
Wesley Guild in gratitude for the talk on Brook Meadow I gave to the Guild in the Pastoral Centre 
earlier in the year.   
 

WILDLIFE FUNDAY – SUNDAY 30 MAY 
A total of 18 volunteers were involved in this annual event.  Work started early at about 8am by 
putting up direction boards around the roundabout and in North Street and Palmers Road car 
park.  Six volunteers started at 8.30am to put up the new marquee, a gazebo and a tent. As more 
volunteers arrived all the equipment was moved from Fred and Ruth Portwin’s garage to the 
meadow, including 3 large tables and 12 chairs hired from the Emsworth Community Centre.  Lots 
of coloured balloons were put up to decorate the entrances as well as the path to and from the 
main entrance. The nature hunt clues were put in place which included 8 animal sculptures made 
by Jo Tester.  We were just about ready when the first visitors arrived at 11 am.   
The animal sculpture workshops were run by Jo Tester which 27 people took part in.  Bees and 
spiders were made using wire and coloured beads.  Jo also organised crayoning and colouring 



activities as well as finger painting for the young and not so young!  One dad had an awful lot of 
red paint all over his hands!  Mary Jannaway ran 6 willow weaving sessions which 39 people took 
part in.  Both adults and children made a variety of animals including snails and snakes.  
The new marquee proved a great success. It was relatively easy to put up and take down and was 
pleasant to be in for the workshops although we did have to pull up the windows at the sides to let 
some air in. 
Other activities included making stars to hang on the wishing tree and a nature hunt and trail. 
About 30 family groups took part in the nature hunt and nature trail. Most found the clues and got 
the correct answers.  
By putting Brook Meadow Conservation Group stickers on visitors as they arrived at the main 
entrance, we were able to record how many people came to the event.  A grand total of 255 
people came to this year’s event which is a dramatic increase in last year’s figure of 160.  Most of 
the visitors were families with young children although there were quite a few couples.  We had 9 
new members on the day taking the membership total to 287, though this should increase as a lot 
of leaflets were given out. Several of The Field Studies Council guides were sold as well as 
Brian’s photos. There was a lot of interest in the photographic displays and in what the group is 
doing.  We starting packing up at about 5 pm and with lots of help managed to get away by about 
6.30 pm.  
The total amount of money raised was £182.11. Since the event was mainly funded by the 
Peoples Places grant this is a good result.  I would like to thank all the people who helped to make 
this event such a success but especially Wally, Pat and Graham Walsgrove, Graham Ault, John 
and Pauline Bond, Sheilagh Marchment and Jo Kemp (both from the Friends of Nore Barn 
Woods) and Brian Boak (for working so hard on the BMCG stand).  Thanks also go to Fred and 
Ruth Portwin for storing tables, tents, chairs etc. in their garage as a half-way house. To Ingrid 
and Geoff Gilbert for lending their trailer to move all the equipment around. And to Debbie 
Robinson for putting up posters and making the large banner which we put up on the main 
roundabout.  Report by Frances Jannaway  
 

WORKDAY – THURSDAY JUNE 3 
6 members attended this work session in fine warm weather.  The main tasks were to clear the 
rank vegetation from around the new Hawthorn saplings and the 10 remaining Alder Buckthorns 
and to mow and clear the casual paths in the North Meadow.  We met David Sawyer of Havant 
Borough Council as arranged to discuss the erection of a fence across the gap down to the west 
bank of the river in Palmer's Road Copse.  The aim is to discourage people using this as a path 
down to the river bank as this is an important Water Vole nesting area.  It was agreed that the 
group would arrange for the erection of a short wooden fence across the gap.    
Future Workdays -  Sunday 20 June, Thursday 1 July, Sunday 18 July.  
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS 

Birds 
This is a quiet time of the year for spotting birds, since most of them are busy bringing up their 
young and they are difficult to see with leaves on the trees.  However, many are still singing, 
including the relentless Whitethroat near the North Bridge which has been singing non-stop.  Sign 
he has not found a mate?   Blackcap and Chiffchaff are also still singing well.  Listen for young Tits 
calling to each other in the trees.  Other young birds to watch out for include Robin, Dunnock, 
Wren, Blackbird, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, House Sparrow and Starling.    
Insects 
Despite the warm weather there seem to be relatively few butterflies on the wing.  I wonder if 
others have noticed this.   I did see my first Common Blue butterfly of the year on Brook Meadow 
this week, though that was about 2 weeks later than last year.  I also saw the first Banded 
Demoiselle damselflies of the year on the meadow; only the male has dark bands across its 
wings, the female’s wings are plain.    
Wild Flowers 



Brook Meadow is looking great at present with lots of plants and grasses flowering (though not so 
pleasant for hay fever sufferers!).  I managed to find 61 flowering plants this week.  Newly 
flowering were Lesser Stitchwort, Hogweed, Blue Water Speedwell (by the outfall near the 
railway), Lesser Spearwort (by the Lumley gate), Prickly Sow-thistle, Smooth Sow Thistle, Black 
Medick and Feverfew.   
I was puzzled by what looked like Spotted Medick on the Seagull Lane patch but it did not have 
the usual dark spots on its leaves.  This suggested the less common Toothed Medick (Medicago 
polymorpha), which is occasionally found in Hampshire, mainly on stabilised shingle on the 
shores but also on tip sites.  I asked Ralph Hollins who thought the wisest course would be to 
assume it is the commoner species until the mature seeds can be inspected.   
Grasses and sedges 
Currently, we have at least 12 grasses in flower on Brook Meadow and there are more to come.  
In flower are Annual Meadow-grass, Smooth Meadow-grass, Rough Meadow-grass, Barren 
Brome, Soft Brome, Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Marsh Foxtail, Meadow Foxtail, Tall Fescue, 
Wall Barley and Yorkshire Fog.  Marsh Foxtail is a shorter version of Meadow Foxtail with “knees” 
and can be found near the Lumley gate where the puddle forms in winter.    
Finding Sea Club-rush in the far SE corner of the South Meadow this week brought the total 
sedges on Brook Meadow to 13.   They are as follows: Common Spike-rush, Sea Club-rush, False 
Fox Sedge, Spiked Sedge, Grey Sedge, Remote Sedge, Divided Sedge, Hairy Sedge, Pendulous 
Sedge, Distant Sedge, Green-ribbed Sedge, Lesser Pond Sedge, Greater Pond Sedge.  Most of 
the sedges can be found in the wet area above the causeway and north of the centre Willow line.   
Trees 
We had two additions to the tree/shrub list this week, taking the total number of different species 
on Brook Meadow to 40.  Brian Boak planted a Weeping Willow in the South Meadow which 
should be a nice feature for future generations.  And we have discovered a Holm Oak in the hedge 
just outside the south gate.   Strictly speaking, this pathway is off the meadow, but the tree may as 
well go on the list.   
The Elder on the main river path is now a wonderful sight, full of blossom and with a heady aroma.  
Red winged seeds are forming on the Field Maple along Lumley Road.  While she was tending to 
the Alder Buckthorn  saplings Frances noticed that have very small flowers and buds. 
Otter on River Ems?  
There are rumours about an Otter on the River Ems in the garden of Constant Springs.  Has 
anyone actually seen this animal?  I would be surprised if there was one here, since this is a short 
stretch of the river, blocked at one end by a wire fence at the tunnel under the railway and 
probably at the other also where the river passes under the main A27.   
Emsworth Millponds 
From the feathers around the Town Millpond I suspect the Mute Swans have begun their annual 
moult.   
A Coot pair have a new nest on the edge of the Dolphin Quay development overlooking Slipper 
Millpond.  I think this is the pair that nested originally on the raft nearest the bridge, which now 
looks abandoned without producing a brood.   The other Coot pair still have 3 mature chicks.   
Shoals of large Grey Mullet can be seen in Slipper Millpond.   
Has anyone seen the Mute Swan pair from Peter Pond with their 5 cygnets?  I ask this since a 
family with 5 cygnets has been spotted at Broadmarsh.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 22: May 24-30, 2004 
Wildlife Funday 
On Sunday 30 May from 11am to 5pm Brook Meadow Conservation Group put on their now 
annual “Wildlife Funday” in Brook Meadow as part of the Havant Borough Arts Festival.  A troupe 
of willing volunteers were in the meadow at the crack of dawn (or so I was told) getting everything 
ready.  This included erecting the new marquee (very fine it is too) and putting up our gazebo and 
a tent.  During the day there was a variety of art and wildlife activities for all the family, including 
willow weaving workshops, animal sculpture workshops, wildlife crayoning and painting for the 
very young, a wishing tree and a nature hunt and trail.   



Provisional figures indicate a huge increase on last year’s attendance with over 250 stickers 
issued as people came through the south gate (not counting those that crept in through the other 
entrances).  I think we also had several new members and lots of membership leaflets were 
taken, so this figure could rise dramatically.   
The weather was fantastic and everyone I spoke to thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
commented on what a good job the group were doing in managing the meadow.  We have 
Frances and Richard Jannaway mainly to thank for organising the day’s activities so expertly.  I 
took lots of photos during the day and a selection will appear on the web site in time.   

 
Doggy bin vandalised 
At about 4pm on Saturday 22 May Frances Jannaway was returning to Palmers Road car park 
following the moth survey and noticed that the plastic doggy bin at the south entrance was on fire. 
She managed to put it out with the help of John and Ian (the moth recorders), but the whole bin 
was destroyed.  She reported the incident to the Police and informed Havant Borough Council.  
The Council cleared up the mess and presumably they will be replacing the bin hopefully with a 
fireproof metal version.   
 
Gundogs and horses! 
Debbie Robinson witnessed what she called a “bit of a barney” on the north bridge last weekend. 
To quote Debbie, “A couple with 6 gundogs were playing retrieve with them right close to the 
bridge, where the access is easy, and a lady with a little collie came over to remonstrate with them 
for letting their dogs in the water, water vole protection etc.  The owner of the 6 dogs said she had 
considered the voles and had chosen to let her dogs play in an area where there were no vole 
burrows (true) and her dogs were staying in that area (also true).  It was about 11.30am on a 
scorching hot day and I didn't really feel that any self-respecting water vole would be anywhere 
other than in the cool of his burrow.  So the remonstrator was correct in the letter of the law, but 
the collie dog owner had tried her best too!  I beat a hasty retreat when 3 ridden horses appeared 
at the end of Seagull Lane wanting to go down to the stream, but the person leading them knew 
that the horses couldn't go any further into the meadow.   It was all go, I can tell you!!” 
 
Group Workdays -  Next regular Workdays on Thursday 2 June and Sunday 20 June.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
I have been away all this week so I don’t have a lot of wildlife news to report.  However, I was back 
for the  Wildlife Funday on Sunday and was pleased to hear 2 Whitethroat, 3 Blackcap and 3 
Chiffchaff still singing away on the meadow.  The best place to hear Whitethroat song is from the 
area around the north bridge, listen for a very short and scratchy ditty.  You should also hear 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap in the same area.   I noticed a Pied Wagtail on the path leading from 
Seagull Lane to the North Bridge – uncommon for the meadow.    
 
Plants 
Also on Sunday I noticed a fine display of Yellow Iris (Yellow Flag) in the pool north of the small 
bridge over the Lumley Stream.  There is also a nice patch of Ragged Robin in flower beside the 
western path on the North Meadow.  Both Red and White Clover are now in flower.  Hemlock 
Water-dropwort is abundant, as usual, in the Lumley area.  The Yorkshire Fog is now in flower, my 
favourite grass, just feel its velvety stem.    
 
 
 
Moth survey in Brook Meadow 
John Langmaid and Ian Thirlwell from Portsmouth conducted a moth survey in Brook Meadow on 
22 May 2004 (national moth day/night). They carried out the survey by sweeping the 
grasses/sedges and looking for larvae on leaves (leaf mining). A third method is to use a moth 



trap at night and they would like to return to Brook Meadow later on in the year.  A full list of the 
moths (and a few butterflies) they found will shortly be put onto the web site.  Let me know if you 
would like a copy of the list.   
 
Water Voles 
Several people reported seeing Water Voles in the river during the Wildlife Funday on Sunday.  In 
addition I received an e-mail from Simon Wright and Tuuli Puolakka who had the good fortune to 
see two Water Voles on Sunday morning before the Funday started, one at approx 09.30 between 
north bridge and the railway embankment (showed well for a few minutes, in and out of the water) 
and the second briefly at 09.50 near the sluice gate.  
  
For wildlife photos go to . . . http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm 
 

OTHER LOCAL NEWS 
D-Day Celebrations in Hollybank Woods 
Did you know that Hollybank Woods in Emsworth was the site of a secret encampment prior to the 
D-Day invasion of the continent on the 6th June 1944.  Well, the Friends of Hollybank Woods 
have been doing some research and have cleared the area where the encampment was located 
and will be holding a special D-Day Celebration on Sunday 6th June.  Meet at 10a.m. at the top of 
Hollybank Lane. A brass commemorative plaque has been made, 47 Regiment Royal Artillery 
have promised men and vehicles, an American jeep that took part in the landings will be present 
and the Royal British Legion has been invited, so it should be a very interesting event.  All 
welcome. Further information from John Bond on paulinebond@totalise.co.uk 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 21: May 17-23, 2004 

Wildlife Funday 
As part of the Havant Borough Arts Festival the group will be running a Wildlife Funday on Sunday 
30th May from 11am to 5pm.  During the day there will be a variety of art and wildlife activities for 
all the family, including the now traditional nature hunt.  There will also be willow weaving 
workshops, a wishing tree and creative workshops.  Help is urgently required.  If you could help on 
the day, please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314  or E-mail brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Group Workdays - Thursday 27 May is an extra work session to cut the community area and the 
area round the wishing tree in preparation for the Wildlife Funday on Sunday 30 May.  We will also 
have a go at putting up the new marquee.  Next regular Workdays on Thursday 2 June and 
Sunday 20 June.  
 
Invertebrate and moth surveys for Brook Meadow?  
Some time ago, Frances asked Hampshire Wildlife Trust if they would do an invertebrate survey 
in Brook Meadow to complete our management plan.  She has been in touch with Martin Harvey 
(Hampshire Biodiversity Data manager) who in turn has asked for volunteers to carry out such a 
survey.  The snag is that HWT charges a minimum of £250 for the invertebrate survey.  However, 
it might be worth getting this done sometime in the future, since they also provide a report, a list of 
the species found (usually about 100) and management advice to preserve invertebrate habitats.  
Frances thinks we could get funding for this. 
Frances has also been contacted by Ian Thirwell and John Langmaid to do a moth survey, 
possibly this Saturday 22 May since it is national moth day/night.  
 
Praise for the group’s work from Ralph Hollins 
I was very pleased to meet Ralph Hollins in Brook Meadow on Wednesday morning and I quote 
here his comments on the visit from his web site.   
“Happening to meet Brian Fellows near Brook Meadow he joined me for a walk through the site 
and showed me several of the Sedges on offer there including both False Fox and the similar but 
less common Spiked Sedge.  Lots of Common Spike Rush was flowering in the meadow.   
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Before we parted Brian showed me the excellent artwork of Marion Forster on the interpretation 
board which greets you as you enter the meadow area from the car park. That is well worth 
pausing to examine in detail, giving you a real feeling that you are about to enter a place full of 
colourful living things (unlike the Hampshire Wildlife Trust's latest style of 'welcome' boards which 
make you feel you are about to enter a play school for young children and which have clearly been 
designed by highly paid marketing professionals who love to create the sort of image over which 
Margaret Thatcher would drape her handkerchief to avoid having to look at something she found 
distasteful).  
Not only is this static board more informative and attractive than similar boards at other nature 
reserves but it is backed by several other 'dynamic' boards around the site displaying recent and 
regularly changed photos and informative notices - no wonder the meadow and its associated 
group are flourishing.  If you have never been, go along there soon with a few friends and sign up 
for membership - the current membership is close to its target of 300 and one of you stands a 
good chance of getting some sort of special prize if you happen to be the 300th member.” 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 21 
Birds 
All our breeding birds appear to be well and active on Brook Meadow.  Of the summer visitors 
there are 2 Whitethroat, 3 Chiffchaff and 3 Blackcap singing well.  On Friday I watched a 
Whitethroat collecting insects from a tree in the South Meadow, probably indicating young birds in 
the nest.  Have you heard the Cuckoo?  They are here locally after a poor year last year.   Our 
Grey Wagtails now have a family of at least one young in the north-east corner of the meadow.   
The local Mute Swan pair still have their 5 cygnets; they are usually found on Dolphin Lake, near 
Slipper Millpond.  The Coot pair on the south of Slipper Millpond only have one chick left from their 
original 3.  I am not sure what is happening to the Coot behind the barricade of twigs on the raft 
nearest the bridge.  On Peter Pond the Coots have built a second nest on the side of the island, 
occupied by 2 chicks; they will probably try for a second brood.  Swifts and Swallows are flying 
over the town.    
 
 
 
Water Voles  
Chris Giles from the Hampshire Wildlife Trust came to Brook Meadow on Wednesday 19th May to 
investigate the Water Vole situation.  The news is good.  He found plenty of signs of activity all 
along the river and he concluded we had a strong and healthy Water Vole population.  Chris also 
found no signs of Mink which could have a devastating effect on Water Voles.  Chris identified a 
couple of problems to tackle.  One concerned the luxuriant growth of Nettles along the river banks 
which should be controlled by regular cutting. This is something to discuss with  the Environment 
Agency before their annual clearance of the river.   The other problem was the emerging foot path 
along the low west bank behind the industrial units.  This is one of the best areas for Water Voles 
and the burrows are being damaged by walkers.  One solution would be to erect a fence to 
prevent people walking in this sensitive area and this will be discussed with David Sawyer of 
Havant Borough Council.  
 
Insects 
The warm weather is bringing forth the butterflies with Small Whites and Orange Tips particularly 
numerous on Brook Meadow, but my best butterfly of the past week was the tiny but beautiful 
Small Copper, of which I have had several sightings.  Other butterflies seen on the meadow were 
Speckled Wood, Large White, Green-veined White, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Holly Blue.  
Common Blues should here soon.  Damselflies are also starting to fly, I saw an Azure earlier in the 
week.  I also found a Cockchafer; this is a large and fearsome looking beetle, but quite harmless.  
 
Wild flowers and grasses 



There are lots of wild flowers to see on a walk through Brook Meadow.  The North Meadow is 
carpeted with Buttercups, with tall Meadow Buttercups standing tall above the lower Creeping 
variety.  Bulbous Buttercups can be found mainly in the South Meadow near the signcase – look 
under the flowers to see the folded-back sepals.  There is currently a wonderful display of Ragged 
Robin in the wet area north of the causeway; I counted 250 plants in flower, much the same as 
last year.  There is a large plant of Beaked Hawk's-beard in the area south of the Willow line.   
I counted a total of 82 flowering plants on Brook Meadow this week, including 54 herbs, 9 trees 
and shrubs, 7 grasses and 12 sedges.  Newly flowering herbs this week were Yellow Iris, Yarrow, 
Spotted Medick, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Common Fumitory and Goat's Beard.  Goat's Beard is 
in flower in the patch at the end of Seagull Lane, but you will need to get there in the morning to 
see it;  this plant is also known as “Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon” from its habit of closing up its flowers 
at mid-day.  On Wednesday Ralph confirmed my identification of Curled Dock with crinkly leaves 
and told me about the Pellitory-on-the-wall now in flower on the all of the bridge north of Slipper 
Millpond.   
Grasses are looking wonderful at present with the cylindrical flower heads of Meadow Foxtail 
standing tall all over the meadow.  Look out also for Soft Brome (soft to the touch) and there are 
some fine displays of Barren Brome with its graceful drooping flower heads.  I am still uncertain 
about the Fescues; they all appear to be the same type, mostly tufted, and are probably Tall 
Fescue.  
As expected, there is a splendid display of sedges in the area above the causeway, including 
hundreds of Divided Sedge.  They appear to have benefited from annual cutting.  On Wednesday 
Ralph Hollins and I managed to find Spiked Sedge which takes the year’s total so far to 12, with 
only Sea Club-rush from last year still to come in the far south east corner.   
Of the trees Elders are now flowering well and the Crack Willows on the edge of Palmer's Road 
Car Park are festooned with male catkins shedding yellow pollen.  To distinguish the Goat and 
Grey Willows on the meadow look closely at the leaves; the leaves of Goat Willows are oval with 
twisted points, whereas Grey Willows are longer and thinner - more lanceolate.   
 
Environment news 
The broken chicken wire on the south bridge has been repaired.  Pat and Graham Walsgrove did 
their regular clearance of rubbish from the River Ems, during which Pat saw a Water Vole.  There 
is a much stronger flow of water in the River Ems following the closing of the sluice gate at Lumley 
Mill, but far less water is going down the Lumley Stream.    
 
This report was prepared by  Brian Fellows 11 Bridge Road, Emsworth, Hants, PO10 7DT    
Phone 01243 375548.  E-mail: brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 20: MAY 10-16, 2004 
Membership 
Three more new members this week takes the total membership of the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group to a magnificent 277 which means only another 23 are needed to reach our 
target of 300 for 2004.   
New Interpretation Board 
A second Brook Meadow interpretation board showing the superb artwork of local artist Marion 
Forster has been erected in the south east corner of Palmer's Road Car Park near the path 
leading down to the wooden bridge.  Many thanks to Louise Ward and her colleagues at Havant 
Borough Council for their dedication in finalising this project.  This board is the second one to be 
erected, the first was put up at the Seagull Lane entrance some weeks ago.  Hope you all have a 
chance to see them.  The artwork is quite superb.  They will certainly enhance interest in Brook 
Meadow and hopefully encourage more people to join the group.   
Display for Emsworth Museum 
A display of information and photographs about Brook Meadow, its wildlife and the work of the 
conservation group will be mounted in Emsworth Museum in spring of next year.   On Monday 
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morning Frances and I met David Matravers at the Museum to discuss arrangements for the 
display which will take place in the Rudkin Room.   
Wildlife Funday in Brook Meadow 
As part of the Havant Borough Arts Festival the group will be running a Wildlife Funday on Sunday 
30th May from 11am to 5pm.  The Funday comprises art and wildlife activities for all the family, 
including a nature hunt, willow weaving workshops, wishing tree and creative workshops.  Help is 
urgently required.  Please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314  or E-mail 
brettellf@ntlworld.com 
Havant Wildlife Group visit Brook Meadow  
On Saturday morning members of the Havant Wildlife Group visited Brook Meadow.  They were 
very impressed with the progress made to produce such a lovely meadow so full of wild flowers.   
 

GROUP WORKDAYS 
Six members attended the workday on Thursday 6 May.  . The main tasks were clearing excess 
vegetation from the areas around the steps, the information boards and the litter and doggie bins 
and clearing undergrowth from around the Alder Buckthorn and the new Hawthorn saplings.  
Finally, a couple of trial plant surveys were carried out using a metre square metal quadrat. In the 
first, in the area in front of the seat, we discovered 16 different species of plant and in the second, 
in the wetter Lumley area, we found 10 different species.  
Five people turned up for the work session on Sunday 16 May on a glorious sunny morning.   The 
first task was to clear vegetation from around the two oak saplings and the yew sapling donated 
and planted by Brian Boak.  We found and cleared the oak saplings but we couldn’t find the yew 
after a fairly extensive search. Has anybody seen it?   Penny, Pat and Jill cleared the two sets of 
steps in the North meadow, while Graham cut a path with the power scythe along the bramble 
hedge next to Gooseberry Cottage and Frances cleared round the south entrance. Graham also 
cut the occasional paths but did not make them any wider. Finally, Penny cut any overhanging 
vegetation from the riverside walk and a brief litter pick was done in Palmers Road copse. We did 
not have time to cut back the Japanese Knotweed from the bank near the gas holder. 
Next Workdays - Thursday 27 May – This is an extra work session to cut the community area 
and the area round the wishing tree in preparation for the Wildlife Funday on Sunday 30 May.  We 
will also have a go at putting up the new marquee.  Regular Workdays: Thursday 2 June and 
Sunday 20 June.  
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
On Thursday The main paths were strimmed by Council workers.  Unfortunately, they have 
removed much of the lovely display of Cow Parsley that was lining the main river path.   
We have been getting a regular crowd of 12-15 youngsters gathering on Brook Meadow.  Popular 
spots are the parapet over the railway tunnel in the north-east corner, or around the seat.  
Generally they seemed to be reasonably well behaved and did not get drunk.  I spoke to them on 
a couple of occasions appealing to their better natures to do what they can to look after the 
meadow and the river and not to leave litter.  We shall have to see how it goes, but the time is 
coming when the older lads will be arriving with their beer and BBQs.  So, please try to visit the 
meadow, particularly at weekends.  Even our walking around the meadow might be enough to 
dissuade them from vandalism.   

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Better news about Whitethroats; 2 were singing on the meadow this week, one in the North 
Meadow as before and the other in the South Meadow.  Cuckoos appear to have returned to our 
area after a poor year last year.  On Thursday I heard one calling from the Lumley area.  I called 
into Fred Portwin’s to confirm that it was not him playing the fool!  On Friday I heard another 
calling from Thorney Island.  Michael Prior also says there is one in Stansted Forest where there 
were none at all last year.   
On Friday two adult Grey Wagtails with a youngster were on the river in the north-east corner.  On 
Saturday 5 Swifts were flying over the houses in Bridge Road.   
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Water Voles  
Things seem to be looking up after a few barren weeks for Water Voles, with several sightings 
having been reported this week.  Avid vole watcher Fred Portwin has reported seeing young voles 
in the river beneath the gasholder.  I myself have also had sightings in this area and in the area 
north of the sluice gate and Frances Jannaway saw one above the North Bridge on Thursday.  It 
seems there are four main areas of Water Vole activity on the River Ems: 1) in Palmer's Road 
Copse (though there have not been any from here this week), 2) the area north of the sluice gate, 
3) the area in front of the gasholder and 4) the area above the North Bridge.   
Debbie Robinson and her dog Erin saw a Water Vole in the millstream opposite Lumley Mill Farm.  
More good news comes from a Defra report that Water Voles along with hares, bees and 
butterflies are on the increase in the Chichester area following a scheme to encourage 
landowners to enter countryside stewardship schemes to restore habitats for endangered 
species.   
Insects 
The warm weather this week certainly brought out the butterflies with Small White and Orange Tip 
particularly numerous and with small numbers of Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Holly Blue 
also being seen.  Large White and Green-veined White were seen for the first time this year, but 
the best butterfly of the week was a stunningly fresh Small Copper.   
Tiny shining metallic blue Flea Beetles (Altica oleracea) are still present on a variety of vegetation.  
Common Green Shield Bugs are also about; these become bronze coloured in autumn before 
hibernating and become bright green again before emerging in spring.  I found a tiny orange 
ladybird with many spots – possibly Subcoccinella 24-punctata.   
Wild Flowers 
There are currently 72 flowering plants on Brook Meadow.  Newly flowering are Common Vetch, 
Ragged Robin and  Germander Speedwell.  Bulbous Buttercups can be seen in the South 
Meadow near the signcase – look under the flowers to see the folded-back sepals.  Ivy-leaved 
Speedwell is in flower on the "community area".   
Of the grasses Meadow Foxtail, Fescues and Cocksfoot are abundant with Barren Brome and 
Soft Brome also showing well.   Of the sedges, 11 of the 13 identified last year have been 
discovered.  Hairy Sedge is particularly abundant in several areas of the meadow.  
On the way to Brook Meadow on Saturday 15 May, the Havant Wildlife Group got held up by a 
mysterious Cleavers “flower” growing in the rose bed adjacent to the industrial estate in Palmer's 
Road.  The plant had some standard tiny white flowers, but it also had some much larger 
flower-like structures which none of us had ever seen before.  I passed a sample to Ralph Hollins 
who said he too had never seen anything like it.   If there are any botanists out there, please take 
a look and let me know what you think.   
Further afield, Greater Celandine  is flowering near the bridge at Lumley Mill, as last year.  On 
Thursday I counted a total of 255 flowering Early-purple Orchids in Hollybank Woods which is 
about the same as the last two years, with 270 in 2003 and 250 in 2002.  There is a good display 
of Bluebells through the woods near Hollybank House.       
Trees 
Elders are now flowering well.  The Crack Willows on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park are 
festooned with male catkins shedding yellow pollen.  Despite my earlier reservations about the 
health of the tall Lombardy Poplar tree in Palmer's Road Copse it is now covered with fresh leaves 
and looks OK.   To distinguish the Goat and Grey Willows on the meadow look closely at the 
leaves; the leaves of Goat Willows are oval with twisted points, whereas Grey Willows are longer 
and thinner - more lanceolate.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 19: MAY 3-9, 2004 

Membership 
Three new members takes the total membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group to a 
magnificent 274 which means only another 26 are needed to reach our target of 300 for 2004.   
 



Donation from Lumley Preservation Society 
The group has received a very generous donation of £185 from the Lumley Preservation 
Association.   Barbara Shepherd (Hon Sec) explained that the association had been dormant 
since the death of the Chairman a number of years ago and a recent meeting was held to wind it 
up and to decide how to dispose of the remaining funds.  It was agreed that the balance should be 
divided between the Brook Meadow Conservation Group and the Wildfowlers who maintain Peter 
Pond.   
 
Donation from Lumley Preservation Society 
This week, the group received a generous donation of £185 from the Lumley Preservation 
Association for which we are very grateful.   Barbara Shepherd, the Hon Sec of the association, 
explained that the association had been dormant since the death of the Chairman a number of 
yers ago and a recent meeting was held to wind it up and to decide how to dispose of the 
remaining funds which were collected over 25 years when new residents to the area joined the 
association.  It was agreed that the balance should be divided between the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group and the Wildfowlers who maintain Peter Pond.   
Barbara describes a little of the history of the Lumley Preservation Association which was set up 
in 1979 when a “For Sale” appeared on Lumley Mill Pond, now Peter Pond.  Its objective was to 
further the common interests of the local residents and to preserve the amenity of the area.  
Issues which have engaged the association in the past have included the building of the A27, with 
associated noise and water runoff schemes, the development of houses on Haskins Yard and the 
routing of footpaths from Lumley to Emsworth village centre.  More recently, the association have 
worked to try to prevent the runoff of surface water into Peter Pond from the proposed housing 
development at Norman Common, land between Lumley Road and Orchard Lane.   
 
Visitor’s Guide to the wildlife of Brook Meadow  
A full colour Visitor’s Guide and Pictorial Map to the Wildlife of Brook Meadow has just been 
published.  It features Marion Forster’s lovely artwork for the interpretation board along with brief 
details of the wildlife to be seen on the meadow.  It is available from Frances Jannaway and will be 
on display at group events such as the Wildlife Funday on 30th May and the Emsworth Show on 
30th August.  
 
Working with Children in the Environment 
A workshop for adults planning to work with children in the environment has been rearranged for 
Saturday 3rd July 2004 from 9.30 to 4.30 in the Emsworth Community Centre.  It will be run by 
Hilary Bell from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers and is free of charge.  Contact 
Frances Jannaway if you would like to come to the workshop on 01243 430314  E-mail 
brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Wildlife Funday in Brook Meadow 
As part of the Havant Borough Arts Festival the group will be running a Wildlife Funday on Sunday 
30th May from 11am to 5pm.  The Funday comprises art and wildlife activities for all the family, 
including a nature hunt, willow weaving workshops, wishing tree and creative workshops.  Help 
urgently required.  Please contact Frances Jannaway on 01243 430314  E-mail 
brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Problems with teenage drinking parties 
The May Bank Holiday weekend was a bad one for litter and damage from teenage drinking 
parties on Brook Meadow.  Pat and Graham Walsgrove went over to the meadow on Sunday 
afternoon to look for wild flowers and ended up clearing 6 bags of bottles, cans, etc. after a 
drinking party the previous evening in the NE corner of the meadow, near the tunnel under the 
railway.  In addition several large logs had been pulled into the river.  The logs had been left there 
by Council workers working on the Crack Willow tree and Andy Skeet of HBC has been asked to 
arrange for their removal.  While Pat and Graham were clearing up, about 6-8 young people 
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(14-15 years old) arrived carrying bags of drink for another drinking party.  Surely, local shops are 
not selling alcohol to under age children?   Frances phoned the Hampshire and the West Sussex 
Police to report the incidents.  In the meantime, we all need to be vigilant, especially at weekends.  
If nothing else the mere presence of adults walking through the meadow should act as a deterrent 
to wanton vandalism.   
 
Workday 
Six members attended the workday on Thursday 6th May.  The weather was cloudy and mild.  
The main tasks were clearing excess vegetation from the areas around the steps, the information 
boards and the litter and doggie bins and clearing undergrowth from around the Alder Buckthorn 
and the new Hawthorn saplings.  Finally, we conducted a couple of trial plant surveys using a 
metre square metal quadrat. In the first, in the area in front of the seat, we discovered 16 different 
species of plant and in the second, in the wetter Lumley area, we found 10 different species.    
 
 
A Poem on the Dandelion 
In response to my request for a poem on the Dandelion Pam Wilkinson thought she might write 
one herself until she found that Walt Whitman had beaten her to it.  Here it is.  
The First Dandelion by Walt Whitman 1819-1892  
Simple and fresh and fair from winter's close emerging,  
As if no artifice of fashion, business, politics, had ever been,  
Forth from its sunny nook of shelter'd grass 
Innocent, golden, calm as the dawn,  
The spring's first dandelion shows its trustful face. 
 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Only one Whitethroat appears to be singing on Brook Meadow this year in contrast to the 3 we 
have had in previous years; not sure why this is.  You can hear its short scratchy song at any time 
of the day from trees on the western side of the north meadow.  Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs, 
however, are here in normal numbers with 3 or 4 of each singing around the meadow.  A pair of 
Grey Wagtails is active in the north eastern corner where the river emerges from beneath the 
railway embankment and I think there are young.   
As many locals will already know the Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond now have 5 healthy-looking 
cygnets.  I first saw them in the nest on Thursday 6th May; 4 cygnets were on the water by Friday 
and all 5 on Sunday.  As far as I am aware, these are the first cygnets in the local area.  Our Coots 
are also producing young; a pair on Peter Pond has 2 chicks and a pair on Slipper Millpond has 3 
chicks.  There was also a Mallard with 9 ducklings in Dolphin Lake earlier in the week.  Turtle 
Dove and Lesser Whitethroat were singing for the first time locally near the deck houses by 
Emsworth Marina.    
 
Insects 
The warmer weather is bringing out the butterflies.  Orange Tips and Small Whites were 
numerous on the meadow this week, along with a few Holly Blues and Small Tortoiseshells and a 
Comma.  The shining metallic blue Flea Beetles (Altica oleracea) were plentiful in the wetter areas 
of the meadow.    
  
Water Voles 
Somewhat worryingly, Water Vole sightings continue to be very scarce this year.  The only report 
I have had this week was from Cindy Morrison who saw one last Sunday swimming across the 
river near the south bridge.  On Friday morning I did a mini-survey of the Water Vole habitat from 
the sluice gate to the S-bend where they are usually frequent.  Despite a fairly thorough search I 
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could not find a single burrow hole that looked freshly dug or recently used.   Frances has 
arranged for Chris Giles of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust to come over to Brook Meadow on 
Wednesday 19th May to discuss the situation.   
 
Plants 
It is amazing what a difference a week makes; the grass is now thigh high in places. There is a 
splendid display of Buttercups in the North Meadow, mainly Creeping Buttercups with a few 
Meadow Buttercups standing taller.  The main river path is lined with the delicate flowers of Cow 
Parsley.   We cut the Seagull Lane patch last year for the first time and the plants appear to have 
benefited.  Dandelions are prolific and Hoary Cress (aka the Portsmouth weed) is also flowering 
well.  The huge leaves of Lesser Burdock are also showing prominently in this area.  On the North 
Meadow there is a nice patch of Ribwort Plantain in flower and the distinctive leaves of 
Meadowsweet can be seen along the eastern path.  Interestingly, the sterile green stems of Field 
Horsetail have now replaced the pale-stemmed cones just north of the Willow line.  The bright 
blue flowers of Germander Speedwell are showing nicely under the small bridge over the Lumley 
Stream.  The white flowers of Stream Water-crowfoot cover the surface of the river near the north 
bend.  The yellow flowers of Winter-cress are now brightening the area immediately in front of the 
seat.  Other newly flowering plants include Thyme-leaved Speedwell, Beaked Hawk's-beard, 
Broad-leaved Dock, Cleavers, Common Nettle, Hedge Mustard, Herb-Robert, Red Clover and 
Elder.    
Of the grasses Meadow Foxtail is now abundant all over the meadow with a few Fescues and 
Cocksfoot also open.  Several sedges are coming up in the wetter areas above the causeway, 
including Divided Sedge, Distant Sedge, False Fox Sedge, Hairy Sedge and Common 
Spike-rush.  Meanwhile, Greater Pond Sedge and Lesser Pond Sedge continue to flower on the 
banks of the two streams.    
Further afield, Sea Club-rush and Tree Mallow are now in flower on the banks of Slipper Millpond 
and the lovely pink flowers of Hedgerow Cranesbill can be seen on the seawall of Emsworth 
marina along with the yellow flowers of Black Mustard.   
 
Other Wildlife 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove reported seeing a flat fish swimming upstream, probably a Flounder, 
though how it got into the river through the grill and sluice gates from the harbour is a mystery.  A 
new growth of the rare and tasty Agrocybe cylindracea has appeared on an old Willow stump in 
the usual place.   
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 17: APRIL 19-25, 2004 

 
Membership 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group continues to grow steadily and now 
stands at a magnificent 271 which means only 29 more to reach our target of 300 for this year.  If 
you have enjoyed your walk in Brook Meadow why don’t you join the group and help to protect 
and conserve this lovely meadow in the middle of Emsworth?  Contact Frances Jannaway on 
01243 430314. Or visit the Group’s web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 
New Interpretation Boards 
Have you seen the new interpretation board at the Seagull Lane entrance?   Another board is 
shortly to be put up in Palmer's Road Car Park.  Both boards display the beautiful painting 
commissioned from local artist Marion Forster.  They show a pictorial map of Brook Meadow 
along with illustrations of the most common birds, butterflies and wild flowers to be seen on the 
meadow, plus our famous Water Voles.  We hope to put the original picture on public display in 
the Emsworth Museum.   
 
Visitor’s Guide on the way 
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Marion’s picture will also feature in a new Visitor’s Guide to the Wildlife of Brook Meadow.  500 of 
these leaflets will be printed and made available to all visitors to Brook Meadow. They will provide 
good publicity for the meadow and the conservation project.   
 
School Visits to Brook Meadow  
We are to have two further visits from schools to Brook Meadow for educational nature days 
organised by the conservation group.  Glenwood School, Emsworth, will be bringing 20 children 
on Thursday 17th June and Northern Parade Junior School, Portsmouth, will bring a similar 
number on Friday 25th June.   
 
"Working with Children in the Environment" 
This workshop for adults planning to work with children in the environment has been rearranged 
for Saturday 3rd July 2004 from 9.30 to 4.30 in the Emsworth Community Centre.  It will be run by 
Hilary Bell from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers and is free of charge.   
Please contact Frances Jannaway if you would like to come to the workshop on 01243 430314  
 
Other Group News 
- We are still negotiating with the Charity Commission to obtain Charity Status for the group.  
- The Group have been invited to mount a photographic display on Brook Meadow and its wildlife 
in the Rudkin Room of Emsworth Museum for a 5 week period in early 2005.  More details later.  
- There is a “News Update” from Brook Meadow in the current issue of The Ems 
- A contribution has been written about Brook Meadow for the new edition of the Emsworth 
Cookbook which will be published in August 2004.   
- Frances Jannaway has made a contribution about Brook Meadow to the Emsworth Design 
Statement.  
 
Visitors to Brook Meadow  
On Friday morning I was pleased to meet three visitors from the Chichester Natural History 
Society in Brook Meadow.  This was their second visit – the first was on the day of the path laying, 
so not much could be seen then, but they were determined to return. They were very 
complimentary about the work we were doing to conserve the wildlife on the meadow and 
promised to return.  I gave them membership leaflets.  
 
Environment 
The river is running well and clear - thanks to Pat and Graham Walsgrove.  Though on Thursday 
morning I noticed a lot of froth floating on the top of both rivers.  Nothing sinister I hope?    
The bicycle locked to the fence by the south gate for the past week was vandalised and finally 
removed by the Council litter man who had to cut it free.  Fresh cycle tracks are on the west bank 
of the River Ems north of Palmer's Road Copse, which makes the need for some sort of fence in 
this area a priority.    
 

CURRENT WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles  
Water Voles can be seen anywhere along the banks of the River Ems, so please look out for them 
as you walk through the meadow.  There seem to be fewer sightings this year than last, though 
fluctuations are likely to occur from one year to the next and may not mean anything significant.  
However, we need to be vigilant.   
 
Birds 
All three of our summer visitors have now arrived on Brook Meadow.  Chiffchaff and Blackcap 
were the first to arrive and three of each of them are singing in the wooded areas around the 
meadow.  Whitethroat arrived only this week and on Friday morning I heard four singing in 
different parts of the meadow.  On the basis of previous years’ experience I would guess three will 
remain.  All the common residents are also active and vocal with Song Thrush being by far the 



noisiest of the lot – you can hear him singing in the wooded area on the Lumley side of the 
meadow.  Grey Wagtails are still around the north bend of the river near the outfall and a 
Kingfisher has been seen in this area also.   
On the local millponds, the Mute Swan remains firmly on her nest in the reeds in the SW corner of 
Peter Pond.  Robin Pottinger tells me he saw 6 or 7 eggs in the nest on Friday morning, so we 
could be in for a big brood.  There are now 5 Coots nesting on the two Hermitage Millponds.  On 
Slipper Millpond all three nest boxes are now occupied on the rafts, the most northerly nest box 
has a massive barricade of twigs at its entrance which makes one wonder how the bird gets 
inside.  There are also two pairs nesting on Peter Pond.  Territorial defence is always an issue 
with Coots and there are regular confrontations on both ponds.  No sign, as yet, of Reed Warbler 
on the reeds on Peter Pond, though I did hear a Sedge Warbler singing on Thursday, but not 
again, so it has probably moved on.  
 
Insects 
Butterflies are emerging after a slow start. Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock were the first to show 
themselves and on a warm morning on Friday I added Speckled Wood, Holly Blue, Large White 
and Orange Tip to the list.  With more warm weather forecast there should be many more on the 
wing in the next week, possibly including  Small White, Green-veined White, Comma, Painted 
Lady and Red Admiral. There are plenty of 7-spot Ladybirds on the nettles and Bumblebees are 
flying everywhere.    
 
Wild Flowers 
Probably the most welcome wild flowers of the spring are the pale lilac Cuckooflowers which are 
popping up all over the meadow.  There are also some splendid displays of White Dead-nettle and 
Red Dead-nettle. The delicate white flowers of Cow Parsley and Garlic Mustard are now generally 
out   A challenge is to find the first Buttercups among the more numerous Lesser Celandine.  
Butterbur is one of the most distinctive spring flowers of Brook Meadow with its pink flower spikes 
along the banks of the River Ems and pushing up through the newly laid pathway near the Lumley 
gate, but they are now going over and will soon be replaced by the leaves which grow to a huge 
size.  The flower spikelets on Lesser Pond Sedge on the west bank have opened; those on 
Greater Pond Sedge (found on the banks of the Lumley Stream) are larger and more numerous.  
There are some fine patches of Meadow Foxtail in the North Meadow.   
 
Horsetails 
The cones of Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) are now standing up erect on their ivory-white 
stems in considerable numbers (500+) in the area immediately north of the line of Willows.  There 
is more in the wet area above the causeway.    
 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 16: APRIL 12-18, 2004 

 
FORTHCOMING GROUP EVENTS 

Committee Meetings  
Wednesday 21 April at 7pm at Cambercroft, Lumley Road.  Wednesday 19 May at 7pm at 11 
Bridge Road.  Wednesday 16 June.  
Group Workdays  
Meeting at the Lumley gate at 10am: Thursday 6 May, Sunday 16 May, Thursday 3 June, Sunday 
20 June.  
Herb Walks  
Led by Steve Taylor: Thursday 1 July at 7 pm (Medicinal herbs of Brook Meadow).  Saturday 7 
August at 2 pm (Myths and legends of the plants of Brook Meadow, including a selection of iced 
herb teas).   
Workshop - cancelled 



“Working with Children in the Environment” planned for Saturday 17 April has had to be cancelled 
due to lack of interest.  It will be rearranged for later in the year.   
Havant Arts Festival   
Sunday 30 May.  Details to be announced.  
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The second Brook Meadow double-sided sign has been put up this time in the right place on the 
A259. 
The other one at the start of the path to Gooseberry Cottage went up some weeks ago. They 
certainly stand out! 
There is a purple mountain bike locked to the fence outside the south gate which has been there 
for the whole week.  Anyone know anything about it?   
The wire on the south bridge is breaking away and could be dangerous; David Sawyer has been 
informed and has instructed his contractors to repair it.    
All three signcases were up-dated as usual with news and photos from Week 15.  The perspex in 
the case near the south gate has been slightly damaged with what looks like knife marks.   
 

GUIDED NATURE WALK 
On Sunday 18 April just 4 people joined me for the guided nature walk through Brook Meadow.  In 
view of the weather forecast, I was surprised anyone turned up.  The ground was very wet after 
heavy overnight rain and the rain began again at 10am just as we were starting off from Palmer's 
Road Car Park, but we pressed on.  We inspected the pale green leaves of the Western Balsam 
Poplar trees in Palmer's Road Copse, but could not smell any balsam scent.  However, we did get 
a good smell of garlic from the appropriately named Garlic Mustard plant which is now generally in 
flower.   
Also, in the copse Great Tit and Chiffchaff were singing in close proximity, giving us a good 
opportunity to compare their similar songs.  May blossom was out on the Hawthorn bushes along 
the path from the south bridge to Peter Pond.   
The Mute Swan was on her nest on Peter Pond, but there was no sign of Reed Warbler in the reed 
beds.  A Song Thrush was singing loudly from the trees near the Lumley pool.  We walked up 
Lumley Road where we listened to the rich tones of a Blackcap singing in the copse.   
From Lumley Mill we turned back along the Seagull Lane path to Brook Meadow.  A Greenfinch 
was singing strongly near the electricity sub-station.  By the time we reached the North Bridge we 
were getting very wet, so we decided to walk back along the main river path and abandon the 
walk.  It was much too wet to go onto the meadow itself.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Three each of Chiffchaff and Blackcap now seem to be well established on Brook Meadow, on the 
Seagull Lane patch, in Palmer's Road Copse and in Lumley Road copse.  Whitethroat have been 
reported in the Solent area, but they have not yet arrived on Brook Meadow.  They should be here 
in the coming week.  All the resident birds are in good voice, including Wren, Robin, Dunnock, 
Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, Song Thrush, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch and 
Greenfinch.  The “yaffling” call of a Green Woodpecker and the strident song of a Mistle Thrush 
could be heard wafting over the meadow from the Lumley area.   
The first signs of breeding activity was a broken egg on the ground in the Lumley area, pale blue 
with dark markings, probably from a Song Thrush.  Sally Wood told me that she enjoyed a short 
walk through Brook Meadow  on Monday and was pleased to see a couple of Goldfinch feeding 
on the ground. 
  
Plants 
The number of plants in flower continues to creep up, with a total of 39 being counted on Brook 
Meadow this week.   Newly flowering were Ivy-leaved Speedwell in several places, Creeping 
Buttercup on the North Meadow and Charlock on the causeway.  Cow Parsley and Garlic Mustard 



are now flowering generally.  Cuckooflowers continue to spring up in the wetter areas of the 
meadow, and Shepherd's Purse can be found in front of seat.   
More generally, Common Nettles are now knee high in places and growing.  Hoary Cress (aka the 
Portsmouth weed) is in bud on the Seagull Lane patch and can be seen flowering on the sea path 
on Western Parade to the west of Emsworth.  Silverweed leaves are now prominent.     
Of the grasses Meadow Foxtail now has anthers showing, so is officially “in flower”.   Flower 
spikes of one of the Fescues (not sure which one) are also showing below the line of Willows.   
Of the trees and shrubs, May blossom on the Hawthorn is coming out, Elder buds are showing 
and leaves are shooting on the 12 remaining Alder Buckthorn trees below the causeway.   
The Lumley Stream is full of a bright green weed with crinkly and fleshy leaves.  It looks a bit 
ominous.  Any ideas?   
 
Fungus 
There is a good growth of Many-zoned Polypore on a dead log by the path through Palmer's Road 
Copse.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
This is an interesting time of the year for birdwatchers as winter stragglers overlap with early 
summer migrants.  Most of the winter visitors have now left our harbours, and how empty they 
look.  But 20 Brent Geese were seen in Langstone Harbour last week and a few Black-tailed 
Godwits, many in summer plumage, were present in Emsworth Harbour.    
As for the summer visitors, Chiffchaff and Blackcap have been here for some while.  This week 
there were also sightings in the Solent area of Swallow, House Martin, Common Tern, 
Whitethroat, and even a Cuckoo or two.  And Nightingales should soon be returning to Marlpit 
Lane to grace that increasing hell-hole with their beautiful song.    
In Emsworth I managed to catch the Mute Swan off her nest this week and could just see a clutch 
of 4 or so eggs.  The Coots on Slipper Millpond are now occupying two of the nest boxes on the 
rafts.  
On the wild flower front, in Nore Barn Woods the green spathes of Lords and Ladies were open to 
show the erect brown spadix.  Also, at Nore Barn Woods Greater Stitchwort, Honesty (garden 
escape), Charlock and some fine examples of Garlic Mustard were all in flower.  In Hollybank 
Woods the Havant Wildlife Group found the first Early Purple Orchids in flower along with Wood 
Sorrel, Cowslips, Common Stork's-bill, Red Currant and Gooseberry.  
I saw a Brown Rat near the stream to the west of Nore Barn Woods where I recall a “Water Vole” 
was reported some years ago.  But there are no signs of Water Vole activity there.  

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 15: APRIL 5-11, 2004 

Membership 
Another two new members this week brings the grand total so far this year to a magnificent 270,  
just 30 to go to our target.   

 
"Working with Children in the Environment" 
This workshop is being run by Hilary Bell from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers on 
Saturday 17 April from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm and will be held in the Emsworth Community Centre. 
The course is free of charge though everyone should bring their lunch. Tea and coffee will be 
provided.  Hilary will be giving ideas about the following topics when working with children in the 
environment: 1) wildflower ID, 2) trees, 3) minibeasts, 4) bugs in the soil, 5) environmental games, 
6) preparing educational materials,  Please contact Frances Jannaway if you would like to come 
to the workshop. Tel. 01243 430314 E-mail: brettellf@ntlworld.com 
 
Environment News 
With school holidays here again, there was an awful lot of litter both in Palmer's Road Copse and 
in the river.  A large number of soft porn magazines had been scattered around, particularly on the 
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embankment behind Bedrock Engineering.  I asked the Council litter man to clear them – which 
he did.  Many thanks to him – working together to keep on top of the litter.   
On Tuesday I met Nick Humphreys, the Emsworth beat bobby at the bottom of Seagull Lane.  
Being relatively new to Emsworth Nick is still getting his bearings so he took the opportunity to 
have a look at Brook Meadow and was delighted to see a Water Vole swimming in the river 
upstream from the North Bridge.   
 
Forthcoming Group events 
There will be a Guided Nature Walk through Brook Meadow on Sunday 18th April starting at 10am 
from Palmer's Road Car Park.  This replaces the workday that was due to take place on that date.  
The scheduled Guided Walk on Sunday 25th April is cancelled.  The next workday will be on 6th 
May.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Water Voles  
I think the scare over our Water Voles is over.  I personally have had several good sightings this 
week and others have also kindly let me have their own sightings.  Most sightings were from two 
areas, (1) between the sluice gate and the S-bend and (2) upstream from the North Bridge to the 
north bend.   Somewhat surprisingly, there have been no sightings from the south bridge which 
has always been the best viewpoint.   Following last week’s alarmist report, Chris Giles, the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust Conservation Advisor for the South Downs area (covering for Clare 
Bishop who is on 6 months leave) offered to come over to Emsworth to see if he could identify the 
problem.  However, in view of all these sightings I suggested he delayed his visit to see how 
things pan out over the next couple of weeks.   
 
Birds 
Of the summer visitors, 3 Blackcaps and 3 Chiffchaffs were singing on Brook Meadow this week, 
one each in Lumley Road copse, in Palmer's Road Copse and on the Seagull Lane patch.  
Whitethroat should be here in the next week or so.  All the common residents were also active and 
vocal, including Great Spotted Woodpecker.   Little Egret and Grey Heron were regular visitors to 
the river where a pair of Grey Wagtails often flitted around the outfall above the North Bridge.  
There was a pair of Mallard on the River Ems and another pair on the Lumley Stream.  I also 
noticed a pair of Moorhen on the Ems.   
No further news on the local Mute Swan nesting on Peter Pond.  She must be sitting on eggs by 
now though they cannot be seen even when she is off the nest.   
 
Insects 
The dearth in butterflies continues with just 2 Small Tortoiseshells being the only sightings of the 
week on Brook Meadow.  But the problem is not confined to Brook Meadow.  However, there are 
plenty of 7-spot Ladybirds on the nettles.   
 
Wild Flowers 
The big news this week has been the explosion in flowering plants, up to 37 from 25 in the 
previous week.  Yellow remains the dominant colour on the meadow this week with Lesser 
Celandine  and Dandelions everywhere, though there are also some excellent patches  of Red 
and White Dead-nettles.  Probably most welcome flowers this week were the pale lilac flowers of 
Cuckooflower which can be seen in the North Meadow and on the Seagull Lane patch.  The pretty 
white flowers of Cow Parsley are now out in various parts of the meadow,  joining the solitary plant 
that has been flowering patiently on the Lumley path for the last 10 weeks.   
Other newly flowering plants include Ground Ivy on the Seagull Lane patch and Garlic Mustard 
and Spanish Bluebells in Palmer's Road Copse.  If you want to see wild Bluebells they have just 
started to flower in Hollybank Woods.  Also flowering on the bank of the river in Palmer's Road 
Copse is a very nice Marsh-marigold.  



Lungwort is flowering again by the entrance to Gooseberry Cottage drive, as it was last year.  
Although this plant is described as “rare” in the Hants Flora, it sometimes escapes from gardens, 
which probably accounts for this one.   
I did the final count of Butterbur flower spikes of the year: east end of the causeway 98, river path 
near the seat 44, river bank north of sluice 158, river bank south of sluice 134, making a grand 
total of 434.  This is much the same as in previous years: 1999 = 298, 2000 = 412, 2001 = 458, 
2002 = 240, 2003 = 451.   
 
Tress and Shrubs 
Moving on to trees, in Palmer's Road Copse the tall Western Balsam Poplars are now covered in 
pale green leaves and have hanging catkins, but little appears to be showing on the prominent 
Lombardy Poplar which, to my inexpert eyes, does not look in very good health.   Cherry Laurel is 
flowering behind the bottle bank and Blackthorn in the NE corner of the meadow.  
One of the Ash saplings near the causeway is covered with purplish-black flowers.  Sexing these 
trees is quite complex since some like this one appear to be all male, others are all female and yet 
others a mixture.  To make things more complex, any one particular branch of the tree can be 
male one year and female the next!   
The Pussy Willows now flowering nicely on the Lumley side of the meadow provide a good 
opportunity to compare male and female catkins; the male are fluffy, round and yellow and the 
female green, long and upright.  The newly planted Hawthorns all look healthy with leaves 
sprouting.   
 
Grasses and Sedges 
The only grass showing flower spikes at present is Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), which 
can be seen dotted around the North Meadow, but no yellow anthers as yet.  The dark brown 
flower spikes of Pond Sedges have appeared in the last week, with Greater Pond Sedge on the 
banks of the Lumley Stream and Lesser Pond Sedge on the west bank of the River Ems above 
the concrete lookout.   Patches of dark green Jointed Rush with ridged leaves are also showing 
well in the wetter areas of the North Meadow.   
 
Horsetails 
The cones of Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) are now standing up erect on their ivory-white 
stems in considerable numbers (500+) in the area immediately north of the line of Willows.  There 
is more in the wet area above the causeway.   These Horsetails are unusual in having both fertile 
and sterile periods of growth.  In early spring they produce the white unbranched stems with 
spore-producing cones which we are seeing now, while later in the summer they produce sterile 
green, branched and ridged stems without cones.   

 
NEWS FOR WEEK 14: MARCH 29 – APRIL 4, 2004 

Workday 
Five members attended the workday on Thursday April 1st.    Wally and Frances planted some 
Bramble bushes from Elisabeth Kinloch’s garden on the bank behind Bedrock Engineering, in the 
hope that when they grow sufficiently dense they will act as a deterrent to the use of this area.   
The river was cleared of pallets and other materials – this is the start of the dam-building season.  
David Search and I conducted a tree survey in the North Meadow.   
 
Forthcoming Group events 
There will be a Guided Nature Walk through Brook Meadow on Sunday 18th April starting at 10am 
from Palmer's Road Car Park.  This replaces the workday that was due to take place on that date.  
The scheduled Guided Walk on Sunday 25th April is cancelled.  The next workday will be on 6th 
May.   
 
Environment 



On Monday I called into Artec Engineering in Seagull Lane to tell them about the intruder I saw on 
their premises on the previous Friday evening.  The manager said he would get the pile of 
aluminium dumped there by the intruder cleared away which he did.  He also congratulated the 
group for all the work we were doing to improve the meadow.   The child’s bicycle dumped in the 
NE corner of the meadow last week has gone.  One of the new Brook Meadow signs has gone up 
on the finger post near Gooseberry Cottage (on A259).  Others are to come?   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Where have all the Water Voles gone? 
Despite a good deal of watching I have failed to get a single sighting of a Water Vole this week 
and no one I have spoken to has seen one either.   This is in sharp contrast to Week 14 last year 
when I wrote that there were Water Voles galore, with everyone seeing them all along the river.  
Maybe, I have just been unlucky, but I have a nasty feeling that all is not well in the Water Vole 
camp.   Nor are there so many fresh burrow holes in the river banks as there were last year.  I 
think it is important we try to keep a special watch for these delightful and much-valued creatures.  
Could I ask anyone who sees a Water Vole on the meadow to let me know by e-mail or phone.   
 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap have arrived 
Spring has arrived and our summer visitors have started arriving from their winter quarters in 
Africa.   Chiffchaff are always the first to get here and you can hear them singing their cheery 
“chiff-chaff” song in almost any suitable habitat.  On Tuesday I heard 4 singing in Brook Meadow, 
on Thursday another 6 were singing in Hollybank Woods and on Friday I counted 11 during a walk 
in Havant Thicket.  In Brook Meadow you should hear them mainly in the wooded areas, in 
Palmer's Road Copse and Lumley Road copse.  Blackcaps arrive a little later, their song is rich 
and melodious, quite the opposite of the Chiffchaff.  David Search and I heard the first migrant 
Blackcap of the year in Lumley Road copse during our tree survey on Thursday.   All the local 
resident birds are also in good voice. In Brook Meadow you should hear Wren, Robin, Dunnock, 
Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Song Thrush, Chaffinch and Greenfinch.   
 
Other local bird news 
The Mute Swan is now well ensconced on her nest in the reeds in the SW corner of Peter Pond 
and I should think she is sitting on eggs by now.  They will hatch in about 36 days.  Although most 
of the Brent Geese have left our local harbours, there are still quite a few lingering, with  about 30 
in Emsworth Harbour and over 400 at Langstone.  Also, in Emsworth Harbour this week were 150 
Black-tailed Godwits, migrants on passage, and 4 Mediterranean Gulls in superb breeding 
plumage.   In Hollybank Woods this week I was delighted  to hear the rather sad piping “peu, peu” 
of 2 Bullfinches calling softly to each other.  I managed to get a good view of a splendid male with 
its bright red underparts and jet black cap.  A very rare bird these days.    I have also seen and 
hard the mewing calls of  Buzzards as they soar overhead in Hollybank Woods and Havant 
Thicket this week.  They probably nest somewhere in Stansted Forest.   
 
 
Roe Deer 
On Thursday during our tree survey in Lumley Road copse David Search and I disturbed a female 
Roe Deer.   David is a bit of a deer expert and I am grateful to him for a positive identification.  He 
thought it looked like a mature doe and might well be settled in the dense woodland of the copse.  
So please keep a look out for it and let me know of any further sightings.   
 
Insects 
At last butterflies have appeared, albeit about 2 weeks later than last year.  I saw 4 Small 
Tortoiseshells and a single Brimstone in Brook Meadow on Tuesday and 4 Brimstones, 2 Small 
Tortoiseshells and a Peacock in Hollybank Woods.   
The first 7-spot Ladybirds of the year have appeared on the nettles in the North Meadow and 
Bumblebees are flying everywhere.   I also found a cluster of Flea Beetles (Altica oleracea) on the 



wet area north of the causeway.  These metallic blue beetles were first found here on 11 March 
last year.   This year they were first seen by keen-eyed children of the Wildlife Watch Group during 
the planting of the Hawthorn hedge on 14 Feb.   
 
Plants 
There is a wonderful display of Lesser Celandine on Brook Meadow at present, the best I ever 
recall having seen it.  The Lumley area is covered in these lovely flowers.  There are also plenty of 
Red Dead-nettle and Dandelion.  There is a nice patch of Common Field Speedwell on the 
"community area" in front of the seat.   
Grape Hyacinths are flowering on the east side and in Palmer's Road Copse; these are garden 
escapes.   Another plant of doubtful origin flowering this week is Water Forget-me-not along 
Lumley Road.  In this area I also noticed green spathes on Arum plants starting to poke through.  
However, there is no sign of the Greater Pond Sedge flowering which was out at this time last 
year.  The solitary Cow Parsley is still in flower for the 10th week running along the Lumley path.   
The Butterbur flowers are rapidly getting covered in other vegetation, so I decided to do another 
count before they all disappeared.  This week I counted 78 on the east end of the causeway 
where they are pushing up through the new pathway,  140 on the river bank to the north of the 
sluice gate and 78 on the bank south of the sluice gate, giving a total of 296 which is an increase 
of 72 on the previous week’s count.    
The Common Gorse on the causeway is full of blossom and looks a real picture.  No sign of any 
Crack Willow catkins as yet.   Leaves on Alder and Horse Chestnut are now sprouting.    
During the workday on Thursday I noticed a clump of white flowers on the west bank of the river 
below the S-bend.    I took a sample home and identified it as Wavy Bitter-cress.   It is 
distinguished from Hairy Bittercress by (1) being common in wet areas - Hairy is in dry habitats, 
(2) having wavy stems – Hairy has straight ones, (3) having 6 stamens – Hairy has just 4.  
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 13: MARCH 22-28, 2004 
New interpretation board 
On Tuesday March 23rd Steve Hartley and his colleague from Mayland Landscapes erected the 
new interpretation board with Marion Forster’s fine artwork at the Seagull Lane entrance.  The 
posts went in well, though Steve found the ground very stony.  The board stands out prominently 
to mark this entrance to Brook Meadow and can be seen from the top of Seagull Lane.  It was paid 
for by the group with funds coming from the People’s Places Scheme.  The second board is to be 
erected by Havant Borough Council in the corner of Palmer's Road Car Park.   
 
Membership 
Four members of the Kennedy family joined the group this week, including our first doggy 
member, Willow, bringing the grand total to 268 - not far to go to our target of 300.   Bruce tells me 
they all fell in love with Brook Meadow when they lived in Westbourne Avenue and although they 
now live in Bedhampton, they still wish to support the conservation of the meadow.   
 
Forthcoming Group events 
The next Group Workday will be on Thursday April 1st at 10am at the Lumley gate.  
The Workday on Sunday 18th April has been cancelled.   
The Guided Walk which was due on Sunday 25th April has been switched to Sunday 18th April.     
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The two pallets that were in the river by the S-bend have been removed by some kind person (not 
by our regular river people Pat and Graham).   
A child’s bicycle has been dumped in the NE corner of the meadow.  Rayleigh ATB Universal 
Runaway.  Pink colour.  Not in bad condition, though it looks as if has been in the river.   
At the conclusion of my Water Vole watch on Friday evening, I was very surprised to find a man on 
Artec Engineering site at the end of Seagull Lane throwing pieces of waste aluminium over the 
hedge onto our site.  The gates of the site were locked and clearly everyone had gone home.  



When I asked him what he was doing he said he was looking for wood!   From the way he spoke 
I concluded he was a rather simple soul and not a serious burglar.  I watched him come back 
through a gap in the fence near the river and make his way up Seagull Lane and away, leaving all 
the bits of aluminium where they were.  I will pop into Artec Engineering on Monday and tell them 
what had happened.  I think they need to repair the gap in their fence, if nothing else.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 
Although all the resident birds were in good voice this week, our summer visitors are late arriving 
in comparison with last year, at least.  This week, 2 Chiffchaff were singing on the meadow, but at 
this time last year there were 5.   Also, on this week last year 2 Blackcaps were singing on the 
meadow, but none are here so far this year.  The one I heard last week was probably a wintering 
bird trying out its vocal chords and not a summer migrant.   However, a Coal Tit in Lumley Road 
copse was an unexpected and welcome visitor.   Goldcrest seems more common on the meadow 
this year, with one singing in Palmer's Road Copse.  A pair of Long-tailed Tits were working 
through the bushes near the Lumley gate entrance.  We could have two pairs on Brook Meadow 
this year.   
Birds showing better this year are Kingfisher, particularly around the North Bridge, and Grey 
Wagtails in the river by the railway.  I have also seen Grey Heron on the river and a female Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was in the trees near the gasholder.   Unusually, a Coot had wandered up 
the Lumley Stream from Peter Pond.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies are also behind this year.  At this time last year I had recorded 5 species of butterfly on 
Brook Meadow, including 8 Small Tortoiseshells, Comma, Peacock, Red Admiral and Small 
White, but this year I have seen just a single Small Tortoiseshell.  The same also applies to 
Hollybank Woods where on March 26th last year I counted 5 Brimstones, a Comma and a 
Peacock, but on a visit this week I had just one Comma.  No doubt they will catch up as the spring 
gets into gear.    
 
Water Voles 
As far as I am concerned it has not been a good week for Water Voles.  Despite a good deal of 
watching I have only managed to see one, swimming in the river above the North Bridge.  On 
Friday afternoon I spent 2 hours at what I thought was the prime time, from 4-6pm, looking for 
Water Voles along the river, but did not have a single sighting.  The water level has been high 
which could have pushed them away somewhere, but it is OK now.  I was obliged to put off the 
visit by ace photographer Richard Ford who was due to come to Brook Meadow on Saturday.  He 
will come later when they are more regular.  I was relieved to hear from Martin Baggs that he had 
a good view of a Water Vole feeding on the river bank beneath the south bridge on Friday at about 
11.30am.  Is morning a better time to see them, after all? 
 
Wild Flowers 
The grassland and copses of Brook Meadow are currently spotted all over with the very pretty 
yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine.  This was a favourite flower of William Wordsworth and he 
wrote a short poem to celebrate its coming in spring called “The Small Celandine”.  Here is the 
first verse.  
“There is a Flower, the lesser Celandine, 
That shrinks, like many more, from cold and rain; 
And, the first moment that the sun may shine, 
Bright as the sun himself, ‘tis out again!” 
The larger and bolder flowers of Dandelion also deserve a poem, but I do not believe Wordsworth 
wrote one on the Dandelion.  White Dead-nettle and Red Dead-nettle are also undervalued 
flowers, but very attractive when looked at closely.  Both are flowering well at present.  You need 
to bend down to see the tiny blue flowers of Common Field Speedwell which are out in the 



"community area" in front of the seat and on the steps up from the South Meadow.  Common 
Chickweed also is flowering in many places.  That amazing Cow Parsley is still in flower along the 
Lumley Path, for the 9th week running with not a sign of any others.   
Meadow Foxtail is the first of the grasses to make a show in the spring and so I was not surprised 
to find a flower spike in the North Meadow, though, strictly speaking, it is not in flower until its 
anthers show.   
Two clumps of Snowflakes are in flower.  Their features suggest they are garden escapes of the 
cultivated version of Summer Snowflake (Leucojum aestivum Ssp pulchellum).  Stems have just 2 
flowers (the wild version Ssp aestivum has 3-5 flowers per stem) and the stem is smooth (the wild 
version feels rough due to its minutely toothed stalks).   
I did the first Butterbur count of the year this week.  I usually do two counts, one in late March and 
another a couple of weeks later in early April.  This morning’s count came to 224, which is 
considerably lower than last year’s March count of 318.  It was noticeable that there were far 
fewer flower heads on the river bank south of the sluice gate than in previous years.  I will repeat 
the count again in April when I expect it to rise, but it is unlikely to reach last year’s total of 451.  
The flower heads of Butterbur must be tough since they are pushing up through the new path at 
the east end of the causeway.   
The catkins of the Pussy Willows are a joy in spring and their catkins are now turning yellow as the 
anthers begin to show.  The White Willow near the south gate also has catkins coming.   

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

EMSWORTH MILLPONDS 
The Mute Swan is now well-established on what looks like a very substantial nest in the reeds in 
the SW corner of Peter Pond.  She was off the nest on Sunday when I passed, but no eggs were 
visible. Unusually, on Thursday and Friday of this week 3 Tufted Duck (male and 2 females) were 
on Slipper Millpond, but they had gone by Sunday.  Tufteds are very unusual on this pond, unlike 
the Town Millpond.  Also, on Slipper Millpond 3 Little Grebes were fishing and a Coot was sitting in 
the nest box, just visible behind a mass of twigs, on the raft nearest the Hermitage Bridge.    

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 12: MARCH 15-21, 2004 
 
Visit from Northern Parade School  
Following the very successful visit to Brook Meadow of children, parents and teachers from 
Northern Parade School to Brook Meadow for an educational (and fun) nature day last summer, 
we were delighted to receive confirmation that the school will be coming again on Friday 25th 
June.   
 
Reactions to path building  
We have received lots of very positive comments from regular users of  Brook Meadow about the 
new paths which were re-laid on the 13th March,  thanking the group for all its hard work.  It is 
certainly very reinforcing to get such positive feedback.  But, the question usually asked was - 
What about the path in the South Meadow and the path around the north bend of the river?  Well, 
they will need to wait until we have recovered from the last session and have some more money.   
 
Changes in diary dates 
Workday Sunday 21st March - cancelled 
Guided Walk Sunday 28th March– cancelled 
Workday Sunday 18th April– cancelled.   
Guided Walk Sunday 25th April – switched to Sunday 18th April 
Guided Walk 25th April – cancelled   
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds 



Birdsong can be heard all over Brook Meadow at present.  The two resident Song Thrushes are 
belting out their strident songs loudly from either side of the meadow, in contrast Goldcrest and 
Goldfinch can be heard singing their sweet songs.  This week also saw the arrival of two of our 
summer visitors, Chiffchaff and Blackcap which were singing on the Lumley side of the meadow.  
Our third regular summer visitor, the Whitethroat should be here in a few weeks time.   
A pair of Grey Wagtails is showing particularly well on the north river by the railway line.  I have 
seen them several times and on one occasion I watched them fly through the tunnel under the 
railway.  I suspect they may have a nest in a hole in the brickwork in this area.  A Kingfisher is also 
a common sight in this area.   
I noticed a commotion in the Alders near the Lumley pool caused by a Chaffinch which appeared 
to have got itself stuck onto a twig.  One of its wings was wrapped around the twig and it was 
hanging there, threshing around while its mate squawked and flew from twig to twig.  Eventually 
the Chaffinch managed to free itself.   
 
Water Voles 
There have been many more Water Vole sightings this week, including some in the area 
upstream from the North Bridge, for the first time this year.  Tony Wilkinson also saw one here on 
Friday evening.   On Tuesday at 4.30pm I positioned myself on the path in Palmer's Road Copse 
with my scope and camera, hoping to get a snap of one.  Fred Portwin arrived while I was there 
and we both watched two Water Voles on the opposite bank.  I managed to get some reasonable 
photos which you can see on the newly up-dated Water Vole page on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Plants 
There is a nice display of Red Dead-nettle in the NE corner of the South Meadow.  This is a very 
pretty flower if looked at closely.  Common Chickweed is also flowering in this area.  Annual 
Mercury and Groundsel are in flower on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park where the Arum 
leaves are luxuriant, but without spathes as yet.  The male catkins of Alder are now brown, having 
released their pollen.  Looked at closely the red female catkins are developing into cones.  Pussy 
Willows are bursting open on the Goat/Grey Willows.  Male catkins are initially silver-haired, but 
soon develop into the fat, golden-yellow "pussy paws".  A female Grey Willow in the NE corner of 
the South Meadow near the Gooseberry Cottage bank has well-developed catkins which are 
longer than the male catkins and greeny-white.   
  

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Emsworth Millponds 
The local Mute Swan pair have built themselves a substantial nest in the reeds in the SW corner 
of Peter Pond.  This site is certainly less exposed than their normal nest was on the island, but still 
may be vulnerable to flooding on high spring tides.   We can be wait and hope.   
On Sunday morning I found a record 8 Little Grebes on Slipper Millpond, sheltering from the 
strong winds in the harbour.  A pair of Coots have established themselves in the nest box on the 
raft nearest the sluice gate.  Sun Spurge is flowering on the east bank of Slipper Millpond, but not 
White Comfrey.  
  
Lumley area 
Wallflowers are now in flower on the old stone wall of The Mill House at the top of the incline from 
Lumley Mill.   These could be genuine wild plants, though they could equally be the product of 
seeds that have blown there from nearby gardens and reverted to type in their struggle to survive 
with hardly any soil to grow in.  A Goldcrest was singing its thin sweet song from the conifers in the 
garden of El Rancho in Lumley Road.  On the other side of the road was the metronomic 
chiff-chaffing of a Chiffchaff from the trees in the copse.   
 
Siskin in garden 
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It has been a good year for Siskins in gardens.  I had  a brightly coloured male Siskin on the nut 
holder in my garden this week.  It was joined briefly by the more regular Goldfinch on the niger 
seeds nearby.   
 
End of Thorney Island's Little Egret roost site 
Ralph Hollins reported that the Army authorities on Thorney Island have sanctioned a 'cut and 
burn' operation to clear the dead elm trees from the famous original Little Egret roost at Thorney 
Great Deeps regardless of disturbance to the birds - leaving the pyre of dead wood burning 
through the night in the centre of the roost area to help drive the birds away.   
 
Red-throated Diver at Hayling Island  
There have been several sightings of a Red-throated Diver off Hayling Beach and near the 
Ferryboat Inn.  I got a good view of the bird swimming and diving remarkably close to the shore 
near Mengham Sailing Club during my WeBS bird count on Saturday.  A very nice bird indeed and 
it made my morning.   
 
Mediterranean Gulls return  
Ralph Hollins reports that there are now more than 50 (possibly 100) Mediterranean Gulls in the 
Langstone and Chichester Harbour area, as they gather prior to the start of nesting on the 
Langstone Harbour islands.  One or two sometimes come onto our millponds so keep a look out 
for their bright red bills, white plumage and jet black heads.   
 
Unusual Butterbur at Langstone  
I went over the Langstone to look at the unusual Butterbur plants that grow in the small parcel of 
'waste land'  close the Langbrook Stream.  Recently Ralph Hollins  spent some time clearing the 
brambles which were threatening to engulf the Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus) plants which 
grow there.  In the same area are the uncommon female plants of normal Butterbur (Petasites 
hybridus).  These Butterburs were planted by IBM when they owned the site.  Ask for me for 
directions if you would like to see these plants.  White Comfrey (Symphytum orientale) is also 
flowering nearby, as are the “dead” Elms.  Rustyback Fern grows  on a wall at the western end of 
Mill Lane.   

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 11: MARCH 8-14, 2004 
 
Path building in Brook Meadow 
A total of 22 volunteers worked extremely hard resurfacing most of the main path through Brook 
Meadow today. All the volunteers are members of BMCG, Hollybank Woods and/or Nore Barn 
Woods. The workday was run by Pete Roberts of BTCV (British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers). Thirteen of these volunteers stayed all day and completed a BTCV path-building 
course.  The 30 tons of path gravel, which came from Ringwood in Hampshire, was unloaded at 
the Lumley Road gate (12 tons) and the Seagull Lane gate (18 tons) was funded by a landfill tax 
grant. 
This project was achieved with the cooperation and indispensable help of Jane Noble (Paths 
Partnership, HCC Rights of Way), who provided a mechanical wheelbarrow and other materials 
and equipment and Ben Spraggon, who provided his own equipment such as a mini digger which 
certainly took the backache out of loading 30 tons of path gravel into wheelbarrows. We could not 
have done it in the time available without him. 
The workday started at about 9.30 a.m. on a gloriously sunny morning. After getting all the 
equipment together at the Lumley Road entrance, Pete gave the volunteers a tools and health 
and safety talk. He gave us some useful tips about the best way to use a spade and loading a 
wheelbarrow to prevent hurting your back. After each volunteer had filled in some forms, he 
explained what the task was and showed us how to do it.  We started off by moving wheelbarrow 
loads of path gravel to the area near the seat on the Causeway and working back along towards 



the Lumley gate. After the gravel was deposited it was raked to give a thickness of about 10 cm in 
the middle. Two areas were laid with terram (a geotextile sheet) before the gravel was put on top 
to prevent the surface from wearing away so rapidly. When this stretch of the path had been laid, 
a wacker plate was used to compact the gravel with a camber in the middle to allow rainwater to 
run off.  
We were just about to have our first tea break at about 11.15 a.m. when David Willetts MP arrived 
to do a bit of hard labour!! Tea over, David immediately grabbed a wheelbarrow and joined in with 
the task of relaying the path (see photo). David is also a very interested member of BMCG.  
Thanks to Verity Ingram of Gooseberry Cottage who provided very welcome cups of coffee over 
the hedge. We had completed the section up to well beyond the seat by 1 pm and had also used 
up the pile of path gravel at that entrance. We were only rained off once for a short period when 
there was hailstone shower. 
After a 45-minute break for lunch, we started to move the second and larger pile of path gravel. 
Some volunteers were only able to stay for the morning session, but they were replaced by 4 
reinforcements in the afternoon. We were certainly flagging by about 3 pm but once we had gone 
round the bend in path along the River Ems we seemed to get new energy and eventually ran out 
of path gravel before reaching the bridge near the Seagull Lane entrance!! After clearing up all the 
equipment, we eventually left for home and a well-deserved bath at about 5.30 pm. A long and 
exhausting, but extremely satisfying day. It just shows you what teamwork can do! Thank you all 
for making this possible.   
Report by Frances Jannaway.    
 
A selection of photos from the path laying workday can see seen on the group web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-workdays.html 
PS Many thanks to Frances for organising the path building workday so successfully.  

 
Praise from Hampshire Wildlife Trust 
I received a timely e-mail from Debbie Wicks the Senior Biodiversity Manager of the Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust thanking the group for their efforts at Brook Meadow.  She says 
members of the Trust frequently remark on the very good work we are doing.  Thanks Debbie. 
    
Logs cleared from the NE corner 
Following my request for the logs to be cleared from the NE corner Andy Skeet of Havant Borough 
Council wrote to say that he had come onto the meadow had tidied up the area himself.  There 
were some very big pieces that he could not move and, hopefully, too big for the local lads as well.  
Thanks Andy!  The loose wood chippings from the shredding process on the ground need to be 
raked up on the next workday.   Some of the logs from the old Crack Willow are still floating 
downstream.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 11: MARCH 8-14, 2004 

 
Birds on Brook Meadow  

On Tuesday I watched a pair of Goldcrest feeding in their typical non-stop manner in the trees in 
Lumley Road copse.  I pointed my camera in their general direction, more in hope than 
expectation, but surprise, surprise,  I met Jeff the photographer (of Havant Borough Council) who 
helped clear up the Willow cuttings in the  meadow last week.   Jeff just had three sightings of 
Kingfishers around the North Bridge and wondered if there might be a nest somewhere near.  This 
would be great news and we shall have to keep a look out.  I gave him my phone number to give 
me a ring if he saw any sign of one.   
On Friday I was surprised to hear and see a Stock Dove calling in Palmer's Road Copse – a rare 
sighting on Brook Meadow.  The Mallard pair were sitting together on the west bank in Palmer's 
Road Copse with an egg close by.  Later there were two eggs, but both had been broken, I 
suspect, by Crows.   
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More Water Vole sightings 
I have spoken to several people who have seen Water Voles this week, all in the stretch of river 
between the south bridge and the sluice gate.  The best viewpoint is from the south bridge where 
I photographed  one on Friday morning at about midday feeding on the east bank of the river right 
below me.  Ralph Hollins tells me that the past dry summer has had a bad effect on Water Voles in 
the ditches on Farlington Marshes.  Fortunately, we do not get that problem on Brook Meadow.   
 
Plants 
Not much change in wild flowers on Brook Meadow since last week.  I counted a total of 19 in 
flower.  There is now a good show of Daffodils in amongst the trees in Palmer's Road Copse and 
on the river banks.  The solitary Cow Parsley is still in flower along Lumley Path despite my 
misgivings last week.  Amazingly, this plant has had flowers on it since the end of January, but 
none on its colleagues elsewhere.   The small but very pretty blue flowers of Common Field 
Speedwell can be seen if you look very closely at the wooden steps leading up to the seat from 
the South Meadow.  Butterbur flower spikes are coming up near the sluice gate, but they are not 
sufficiently developed as yet for an annual count.   
 
First butterfly of the year 
On Tuesday 9th March I saw my first butterfly of the year – a Small Tortoiseshell - flying near the 
north path in the sunshine.  It did not rest long enough for me to photograph it.  

 
That Goldfish 
Just in case you were curious about what happened to the Goldfish found on the banks of the 
River Ems last week Tony Wootton tells me he released it from underneath the north bridge from 
where it shot off upstream like a scalded cat, or should we say, like a spawning salmon.   
 
Mute Swan delayed nesting? 
Although it is early days, I am a bit concerned about the Mute Swans on Peter Pond.  I have not 
seen them anywhere near the island where they usually nest and I wonder if they have been put 
off by the newly raised platform and ramp.  I did see both birds in the reeds in the SW corner of the 
pond doing some nest building, but I have not seen them there since.  Last year nest building was 
well advanced on the island by March 17th.  Any further information welcome, please.   
 
First Blackcap song in Emsworth  
On Wednesday 10th March I heard my first full Blackcap song of the year from the bushes in the 
NE corner of Bridge Road car park in Emsworth.  This bird was almost certainly a wintering bird, 
though I am surprised that I have not seen (or heard) a single Blackcap in the Bridge Road area all 
winter.  The first of the summer migrants should be with us by the end of the month.   
 
Muntjac Deer in Hollybank Woods  
Andy Brook says that at least four Muntjac are known to be present in Hollybank Woods - two 
males, a female with a distinctive left ear giving her a personal identity tag, and a young male.  
 
Recent wildlife photos  - http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm 

 
GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 10: MARCH 1-7, 2004 

Group Workday 
Seven members attended the workday on Thursday 4 March: Frances, Jill, Wally, Tony Wootton, 
Graham Walsgrove, Brian Boak and Brian Fellows. The weather was fine and mild.  Frances, 
Wally and Jill trimmed the hedge at the end of Seagull Lane to allow access for the lorry which will 
bring the materials for the path laying course on Sat 13 March.  Tony and Graham cleared logs 
and other tree cuttings from the river which had been washed down stream from the NE corner.  
During this work Tony surprisingly found a large Goldfish alive on the banks of the river.  We 
thought it may have been left there by the local Grey Heron.  Even more surprisingly, Brian Boak 
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revealed that about 2 years ago he had discarded an unwanted Goldfish into the river and that this 
could well be that same fish!  Brian Boak planted an Oak sapling which he had donated to the 
group from his garden near the other two Oak saplings on the east of the meadow.   
 
Path Laying Course 
A reminder to everyone about the BTCV Path Laying Course on Saturday 13th March.  It will start 
at 10am at the Lumley gate and you can stay for as long or as little as you like.  All help is very 
welcome.  If you plan to stay for the day then don’t forget to bring your lunch and a drink.   Frances 
says, if we get enough people, there will be two groups, one working on the northern path and one 
working on the causeway path.  We will have two mechanical wheelbarrows and Jane Noble will 
be supplying other equipment including a geotextile mat for the causeway. Jane is also ordering 
the materials which will be delivered to two entrances at Seagull Lane and Lumley gate.  The job 
will be largely paid for by the landfill tax grant.    
 
Interpretation Boards 
At least one of the new Interpretation Boards is on the way.  The print and signcase were 
delivered this week from Metrosigns 2000 for the board at the Seagull Lane entrance.  Very good 
it looks too with Marion Forster’s excellent artwork.   
 
Membership 
Another renewal this week brings the membership total to a marvellous 263.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Clearance of tree cuttings 
On Wednesday and Thursday of last week three men from the Council came onto Brook Meadow 
to shred and clear away all the tree cuttings from the NE corner of the meadow.  These cuttings 
were from the old Crack Willow tree, previously lopped by Council contractors, and were being 
thrown into the river by the local lads.  On Sunday afternoon I went to check on the work and 
found that although all the shredded material had been removed from the site many of the larger 
branches and logs had been left near the river, with the consequence that 3 large logs had 
already found their way back into the river.  Andy Skeet has been informed with the request to 
complete the job.  While they were here I got the Council workers to take away the dumped 
bicycle and a large traffic cone.    
One of the Council workers (Jeff) was a keen photographer and in his lunch break we went to look 
for Kingfishers.  We saw one, but none perched for a photo.  However, we did find a very 
accommodating Little Egret in Dolphin Lake at the back of the Lord Raglan pub.  We both went 
away happy.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 10: MARCH 1-7, 2004 
Birds  
No real change in bird activity from last week.  All the common residents can be heard singing 
including Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Song Thrush, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, 
Chaffinch and Greenfinch.  Blackbird was occasionally heard at dusk.  A pair of Goldcrest was 
seen working the bushes around the Lumley pool.  A Song Thrush can often be seen feeding on 
the "community area" and occasionally a Mistle Thrush.  The Mallard pair are on the river.  Little 
Egret, Grey Heron and Grey Wagtail are regulars on the river until disturbed by walkers.  Once I 
watched a Grey Heron stalking along the west bank and wondered if it was attracted by our Water 
Voles.   Carrion Crows are building a nest high in one of the tall Willows lining the north path near 
the river.  A pair of Long-tailed Tits were feeding in the trees in the NE corner of the meadow, as 
last week, a further indication of possible nesting in this area?   
 
Plants 
The solitary Cow Parsley flower which has been in flower for some weeks on the Lumley Path has 
finally given up waiting for others to join it.   The Daffodils are now well out on the river banks and 



along Lumley Road.  Also along Lumley Road I noticed that some of the Snowdrops have double 
flowers.  More Butterbur flower spikes have come through on the river banks.  However, the 
Winter Heliotrope flowers have virtually disappeared, killed of by the hard frosts.  
 
Water Voles 
I spent about an hour on Wednesday afternoon looking for Water Voles in the stretch of river from 
the south bridge to the sluice gate.  The best viewpoint was certainly from the south bridge where 
I had good views of at least 2 Voles feeding on the east bank.  Though the light was poor I 
managed to get some reasonably good digiscoped photos of one of them.   Most people using the 
bridge stopped to ask what I was doing and were keen to see the Water Voles.  I did find the voles 
were very sensitive to sounds made by passers by.  I finally gave up when an enormous dog 
bounded into the river.   
 
Photos To see recent photos taken in and around the local area go to the following link - 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Millponds 
Mute Swan numbers on the millponds were down on last week with 61 on the Town Millpond.  
With the two Hermitage Millponds empty of water for most of the week the Peter Pond Swan pair 
migrated to the Marina.  By the weekend the water was back in the two Hermitage Ponds which 
means the Mute Swan pair might get going with their nest building.  However, they will need to get 
a move on to catch up with some of their colleagues which are already sitting on nests on Baffins 
Pond and on Aldsworth Pond.   
Mallard numbers are also falling on the millponds with 78 on the Town Millpond and just 28 on the 
two Hermitage millponds.  Numbers do tend to fall at this time of the year as birds move inland for 
nesting.   
On Monday I found a nice Greenshank in the channel next to the Emsworth Sailing Club and our 
Little Egret was as usual in the channel beneath the quay at the end of South Street. This is a 
simply beautiful bird with long plumes on its head and body.  If you haven’t seen it take a look at 
low water.  
 
Young deer in traffic accident 
Debbie Robinson told me about a sad accident in which a young deer was hit by a car on the track 
leading to Westbourne from Lumley at the top of the loose gravel slope by Lumley Mill.   Deer are 
not infrequently killed on the road, though this track is hardly a motorway and one wonders how 
such an accident occurred.  A vet was called, but Debbie thinks the deer was too badly injured to 
survive.   
 
Fires in Hollybank Woods 
Sadly, the arson season has started again in Hollybank Woods with large areas of Bracken in the 
western section of the woods having been set alight on Wednesday 3 March.  Fortunately, the 
Bracken appears to have caught the brunt of the fires with the mature trees coming through 
relatively unscathed.  Writing on the Friends of Hollybank Woods web site Andy Brook says . . . 
“The spell of dry cold weather has left the dead bracken from last year tinder dry. If the promised 
rain comes during the next week it will be a great help, though the problem of fires started by 
teenagers happens every year during the dry spring and early summer period.  Luckily the 
Emsworth Fire Crew are superb at getting into the wood and dealing with these fires, and with 
Havant Crew close by, major damage is generally prevented.” 
 
Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle 
The best place in the local area to see Purple Sandpipers is on the concrete foreshore 
immediately in front of The Castle at Southsea.  There were 5 when I went there last week.   
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Group Web Site 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

WEEK 9: FEBRUARY 23-29, 2004 
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Andy Skeet of Havant Borough Council visited Brook Meadow with Richard Denman (the Council 
Grounds Maintenance Supervisor) last Thursday to set in motion the chipping of the brushwood 
and removal of the timber from the NE corner to another part of  the meadow, all dependent on 
tractor access.  The chap who will deal with this will be Richard Denman or Graham Palmer and 
they have my phone number.  I shall unlock the Lumley gate by arrangement and advise on where 
the logs can best be relocated.   
I had a go at cleaning the seat near the "community area", but the melted plastic needs a sharp 
knife or something similar to scrape it off.  The seat in Palmer's Road Copse is similarly damaged 
with melted plastic.  What are these lads up to?   
There are a number of new casual paths being created in the North Meadow which we may need 
to incorporate onto the definitive map of Brook Meadow in due course.  
A child’s bicycle, a light blue Raleigh Solitaire, was dumped inside the Lumley gate.  It has been 
badly damaged and clearly is not in workable order.  We can dispose of it in due time.  By Sunday 
it had been moved to the entrance to the Gooseberry Cottage drive by some well-meaning 
person, hoping no doubt that the Council men would see it and remove it.  Not necessarily so!  
Also, on Sunday I noticed the Lumley dog bin was almost full – this will need watching!  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 9: FEBRUARY 23-29, 2004 
Photos 
There are photos of many of the wildlife observations mentioned in this report.  To see the photos 
go to the following link on my personal Homepage - 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm 
 
Birds 
A Blackbird was singing at dusk on a couple of occasions in the past week which means that all 
the resident birds have been heard on Brook Meadow this year.   Now, we await the arrival of the 
summer visitors.  This week I also saw several Long-tailed Tits on Brook Meadow, including what 
looked like a pair in the far NE corner of the meadow – possibly looking for a nesting site.   A Grey 
Wagtail was in the river near the logs in the NE corner.  The total number of birds recorded on 
Brook Meadow so far this year is 33.   
On Wednesday morning I spent about 20 minutes watching the area around the Lumley Stream, 
during which time I saw several pairs of birds and others come and go.  The stream is a real 
magnet for birds.  A pair of Wrens chased each other around in the long grasses beside the 
stream where a pair of Goldfinches bathed together.  A pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers flew 
onto the tall trees on the bank side and were followed by a couple of Long-tailed Tits and a Song 
Thrush.  Later I saw a pair of Goldcrest working their way through the bushes by the side of the 
Lumley pool.  All the time Chaffinch, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Wren and Robin were singing.     
On Thursday morning a Song Thrush was on the "community area" just as I was passing.  It 
stopped what it was doing looked up at me as if to say “Please take my photo”.  I obliged and got 
a nice picture for the web site.  On Sunday I noticed a  pile of Pheasant feathers which 
presumably indicates the demise of one of the pair that I saw there last week.    
 
Water Voles  
Water Voles seem to be increasingly active, particularly in the area where the river passes 
through Palmer's Road Copse.  I have had three sightings of a Water Vole on the river this week, 
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all in the area from the south bridge to the sluice gate.  The best time is late afternoon from 
4.30pm to 5.30pm.  The light was poor, but I managed to get a couple of photos for the web site.   
 
Group Web Site 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 
 
 
Wild Flowers N = 19 
No real change on Brook Meadow from last week with Lesser Celandine still leading the way in 
the spring flowers, with Daffodils coming along well on the river banks.  A few more spikes of 
Butterbur have come through on the river bank near the sluice gate.  The white flowers of the 
small Cherry Plum bush are brightening up the grotty area behind the bottle bank.  And finally, the 
Willows at the end of Seagull Lane glow wonderfully red in the late afternoon sunshine.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds on the Emsworth Millponds 
The birds were much the same as last week with 76 Mute Swans, 154 Mallard and 51 Coot on the 
three local millponds.  The 60 or so Mute Swans on the Town Millpond are mainly non-breeders, 
too young, too old, or not bothered.  They know where they are well-off, being fed regularly by 
kind-hearted locals.  The only regular breeding pair of Mute Swans we have in Emsworth are now 
settling down in on Peter Pond where David Gattrell has built them a special platform on their 
nesting island well above the high water level so that their eggs will not get washed away.  But will 
they use it?  The cygnets which were reluctant to leave have been driven off.  
I saw 5 Little Grebes on Slipper Millpond before the sluice gates were opened for the banks to be 
repaired.  Is it too much to hope for that a pair of Little Grebes will nest on the pond, for the first 
time?   On Thursday a Grey Heron was soaking up the sunshine against the background of reeds 
to the north of Peter Pond many a nice photo for the web site.   
Most of the Coot have now been banished to the harbour, where 40 or so can usually be found 
feeding in the channel beneath the quay at the end of South Street.  They are no longer welcome 
on Slipper Millpond where the 3 resident Coot pairs are busy disputing territory and driving off 
all-comers in preparation for nesting in the boxes.   
Our resident Little Egret which feeds in the small channel beneath The Quay at the end of South 
Street, is now decked-out with the most beautiful plumes on its head, chest and lower back.  For 
some of the time the Egret had a Carrion Crow for company.  The Crow was making strange 
almost amorous croaking noises towards the Egret.   Could this be a unique marriage happening 
in our town?   
   
Pink Sweet Violets 
Ralph Hollins reports that there are currently some massive displays of Sweet Violets to be seen 
around Havant.  One of the largest and best patches is on the west side of Pook Lane (south of 
the A27) at Warblington just south of the pony stables.  There is another patch in Nore Barn 
Woods in Emsworth where the plants are not the usual deep violet but are all of a pale pink tinge 
half way between the violet ones and the white ones which flower a little later.   Ralph’s directions 
to get to them were “... go to the extreme south west corner of the Nore Barn trees. At this extreme 
corner there is a well trodden unofficial path into the wooded area and you follow this path for 
perhaps thirty yards until you have passed two substantial oak trees on the left of the path and you 
will then see the violets, again on the left of the path.”  There was no problem finding the patch of 
Violets, though, as Ralph said on Friday, there were very few flowers open, I counted just 8 and 
took some photos.  I shall need to return later.   
 
Avocets on Farlington Marshes 
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If you want to see Avocets then pop along to Farlington Marshes Reserve where there were 6 
feeding on the lake last week when I was there (only 5 in the photo on the web site!) -    
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 8: FEBRUARY 16-22, 2004 
Membership 
Another five people joined the group this week bringing the grand total to 262 for the year so far.  
Only another 38 to go!   
 
Interpretation Boards 
This week I received a disk from Louise Ward of Havant Borough Council containing the scanned 
artwork for the new interpretation boards.  The image was in both tiff and jepg formats.  Louise 
has sent a disk to printers in Scotland who will produce a full colour print on thick plastic for the 
Palmer's Road Car Park board.  I will send a copy of the disk to Metrosigns 2000 who will produce 
a full colour print on 5mm thick plastic to fit into one of their signcases that we have already 
ordered.  This board will be erected at the Seagull Lane entrance.  We have yet to decide where 
the original painting should reside, though somewhere in Emsworth with public access would be 
desirable.  If you have any ideas, please contact me.    
 
Signcases 
The signcases at the three entrances to Brook Meadow are now up-dated on a weekly basis with 
news and photographs from the past week.  They are well looked at and are clearly much 
appreciated by visitors to the meadow.  In each signcase I also included a copy of Richard Ford’s 
superb Kingfisher photo taken at Langstone Mill Pond on 31 Dec 2003 which Richard kindly gave 
us permission to use.  
Since the Water Voles are active once again, I included a special Water Vole notice in last week’s 
up-date.  A similar notice was used last year, asking people to take special care not to disturb the 
voles.  Since the route along the west bank behind the industrial units is being used more 
regularly than last year maybe we should put up a notice asking people not to enter this area since 
it is used by Water Voles for nesting.   

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Last Saturday morning during the visit of the Watch Group I noticed a large fire on the west bank 
behind Bedrock Engineering.  Were they burning the wooden pallets that regularly get thrown into 
the river?  Checking this week, it is clear that the offending pallets have been disposed of, which 
hopefully means that Bedrock are at last assuming responsibility for keeping the area clear of 
rubbish.   
Not such good news, but expected with half-term last week, was the reappearance of a pile of 
branches and logs in the river in the NE corner of the meadow.  This was after Graham Walsgrove 
and others removed most of the previous lot.  The pile of cuttings left from the Council’s 
contractors is clearly too much of a temptation to the local youth to test their powers of 
dam-building.   The sooner Andy Skeet can get all these tree cuttings removed from the site the 
better.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 8: FEBRUARY 16-22, 2004 

Birds 
There is plenty of activity on and around Brook Meadow, as the resident birds gear themselves up 
for another year of nest-building, courtship and raising of young.   Birdsong is also gaining apace 
with  Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Song Thrush, 
Chaffinch and Greenfinch all in good voice.   Currently, Blackbird is the only resident yet to get its 
song going, though Ralph Hollins heard four singing at dusk one evening around his home in 
Havant and thinks this must mark the start of regular Blackbird song for the year, albeit only at 
dusk for the first week or so.   
Frances reported seeing 4 Greenfinches in the bramble patch in the North Meadow on Sunday.  
Another sign of spring was the return of a Mallard male and female pair to the River Ems in Brook 
Meadow and I have even seen a pair of Pheasants on the meadow.   Little Egret remains a regular 



visitor to the river, but the bird which gives most pleasure is the Kingfisher which has been 
reported by many people recently.   
 
Water Voles 
Water Voles are now becoming active and it is worthwhile spending a little time on the river banks 
watching out for them.  Mary and Jim Colbourne spent about 15mins one evening (about 4.15pm) 
last week on the south bridge near Palmer's Road Car Park watching a Water Vole having his 
supper on the bank below.   
Mary and Jim have recently returned from Australia and sent me a photo of an extraordinary nest 
belonging to the Satin Bower Bird.  The nest in the shape of a bower was strewn with blue plastic 
clothes pegs, blue bottle tops, string etc.  Apparently if other coloured objects are put near the 
bower, the bird will quickly throw them away.  
 
Wild Flowers 
This is not a good time of the year for flowering plants, but there are a few that defy the general 
trend and put on a fine show.  Winter Heliotrope has been flowering all winter along the banks of 
the river and throwing up its heady aroma for passers-by.  But the true herald of spring are the 
bright yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine which can now be seen in some numbers around the 
meadow.  The Daffodils are also starting to open on the river bank (they are not wild ones).  
Crocuses and Snowdrops are making a lovely splash of colour along the Lumley Path where a 
single Cow Parsley continues to flower in advance of all its colleagues.  Last week the first 
Butterbur flower spike of the year had fully emerged on the river bank near the sluice gate.   
On the tree front it has been a very good year for catkins with Hazel and Alder showing particularly 
well on the meadow (and elsewhere).  Our newly planted trees are all looking fine, the Yew and 
Oak on the east of the meadow and the Hawthorn hedge planted by the Watch Group last 
Saturday.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Emsworth millponds 
On Monday I did my regular bird count on the millponds.  Not much change from last week with 52 
Mute Swans on the Town Millpond along with 96 Mallard.  I saw the Mute Swan pair prospecting 
their nesting site on the Peter Pond island this week, though it will be some time before they 
seriously start nest building.  Many of the Black-headed Gulls are now acquiring their black hoods.  
I found one Mediterranean Gull amongst the gulls in the harbour, standing out clearly with its jet 
black head and large red bill.   
A Kingfisher flew across Slipper Millpond seemingly disappearing into the wall in the NE corner of 
the pond.  I recall seeing a Kingfisher disappearing into this wall before which has many holes in it.  
A possible nesting site I wonder?   
I got a very good view of another Kingfisher clinging to the stem of a Common Reed in the north of 
Peter Pond.  This is the Kingfisher that Fred Portwin often sees at this spot.  I digiscoped it from 
the path to Gooseberry Cottage, but the light was very poor and I only got one or two that were at 
all presentable – see the web site.  On returning home I found a fat green Common Frog waiting 
for me on the front doorstep of my house.   
 
Friends of Hollybank Woods 
Hollybank Woods is a wonderful woodland to the north of Emsworth, also, like Brook Meadow, 
owned by Havant Borough Council.  They also have a conservation group like ours and are doing 
some really good work in making the woods more friendly and accessible.  If you would like to 
support this local group then contact John Bond on 376302 or visit their excellent web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ 
 
Bittern at Farlington Marshes?  
Bob Chapman (Warden of Farlington Marshes) reported he saw a Bittern near reeds behind the 
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building on the reserve on Feb 13th - he also saw one by the stream on Jan 17th.  Maybe it is a 
winter resident?  
 
Group Web Site 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 7: FEBRUARY 9-15, 2004 
Visit to Glenwood School 
On Tuesday 10 February I visited Glenwood School in Washington Road to discuss with John 
Blaber (Chairman of Governors) and Julie Kirk (the science teacher) how their children might 
become involved in the conservation project in Brook Meadow.   Glenwood is a special school for 
less able children from the age of 11 to 16.  I told them about the successful visit from Northern 
Parade Junior School on 4th July last year and they both expressed interest in arranging 
something similar for the Glenwood children.  Two possible dates were suggested for such an 
event - Thursday 17 June and Thursday 15 July.  They also expressed an interest in getting small 
groups of their children to do some practical work in the meadow and I suggested they might 
consider joining one of the regular Thursday Workdays, e.g., 1 April, 6 May, 3 June, 1 July.  I 
stressed that the children would have to be properly supervised, that the group would accept no 
responsibility for the children while they were on the meadow and that adequate insurance cover 
had to be fixed.  I also told them about Hollybank Woods and they expressed an interest in 
arranging visits to the woods for their children and Tuesday 6 July was suggested for a possible 
visit.  I said I would discuss this with the Friends of Hollybank Woods.  Overall, I thought John and 
Julie were extremely positive about getting their children engaged with the Brook Meadow 
Project.   
 
Visit from Watch Group 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group were very pleased to welcome 7 children with 7 adults 
from the Havant Branch of the Wildlife Watch for a conservation session in Brook Meadow on the 
morning of Saturday 14th February.   Despite the weather which was dull and damp with a light 
drizzle falling from time to time, all the children got down to work with great gusto and enjoyed 
themselves immensely, as well as doing a good job for Brook Meadow.   They planted 50 
Hawthorn saplings to form a hedge at the west end of the centre Willow line.  Brian Fellows and 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove were in attendance to supervise the work.  Some snaps of the Watch 
Group at work can be found on the web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-events-reports.html 
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
As we expected, logs and branches from the lopped Willow in the NE corner of the meadow have 
found their way into the river. I spoke to Andy Skeet of Havant BC who will arrange for a tractor to 
move the larger logs to another location on the meadow, well away from the river.  The smaller 
branches will be shredded.  Graham Walsgrove has managed to clear all but the largest of the 
logs from the river.   
During the Group Workday on Sunday 15th February six volunteers completed various jobs 
including the 'ph' measurements, measuring the Seagull Lane patch, litter picking throughout the 
meadow and removing pallets and other small debris from the river.    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 7: FEBRUARY 9-15, 2004 
Birds on Brook Meadow  
There was plenty of bird activity this week, with song all round the meadow and lots of chasing 
around.  As usual,  Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blue Tit, Great Tit and 
Greenfinch were in good voice.  Two Song Thrushes were singing in opposition, one from Lumley 
Road copse and the other from Palmer's Road Copse.  Also, Chaffinch was heard for the first time 
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this year on the meadow.  I was pleased to hear a full rich song from a Blackbird  perched on a 
tree in the back garden of the Lord Raglan pub in Queen Street - only the second I have heard this 
year.     
Only Blackbird remains silent, though they are more likely to sing in the early morning and 
evening.  Another sign of spring was the return of a Mallard male and female pair to the River Ems 
in Brook Meadow.  There have been several Kingfisher sightings this week on the River Ems and 
on Peter Pond and Slipper Millpond.     
 
Insects 
While they were planting the Hawthorn trees on Saturday the Watch Group noticed a number of 
tiny metallic blue beetles on the ground.  I recognised these from last year when I tentatively 
identified them as flea-beetles, possibly Altica oleracea (‘Field Guide in Colour to Beetles’ p. 282), 
an ID which was subsequently confirmed from a photo by a beetle expert with the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust.  Looking through my notes I see they were seen on Brook Meadow in March 2002 
and March 2003.   This year they were probably prematurely disturbed into activity by the 
children’s digging.   
Water Voles 
Our Water Voles are active again.  On Wednesday I saw a pair swimming close to the river bank 
in Palmer's Road Copse.  These were the first of the year and herald the emergence of these 
lovely animals from their winter underground quarters.  They were nervous and light was poor, but 
I managed a fuzzy photo of one near its burrow.  There are lots of new burrow holes appearing in 
the river banks.   
 
Plants 
I found 15 plants in flower on Brook Meadow this week. Lesser Celandine continues to develop 
well and I counted 82 open flowers on the meadow.  There is one small patch of Daffodils in flower 
with white petals and pale yellow trumpets in Palmer's Road Copse which I think are a variety 
called Narcissus pseudonarcisus pallidiflorus.  However, the main area of Daffodils on the river 
bank near the sluice gate have yet to open.  Crocuses and Snowdrops make a lovely splash of 
colour along the Lumley Path where the Cow Parsley remains the only plant of this species in 
flower on Brook Meadow.  Winter Heliotrope appears to have got a fresh spurt with new flowers 
opening along the river banks.  Pussy willows are forming on the Goat and Grey Willows and 
leaves are sprouting on the Hazel trees whose catkins are now going over.  The Alder trees are 
now festooned with long hanging male catkins and erect red female catkins, along with the hard 
cones from last year.   
I was surprised to find a Common Ragwort in flower on the side of the drive leading to houses 
behind the Catholic Church in New Brighton Road.  The plant was in a very poor state with all its 
leaves withered, but it had several clusters of bright yellow flowers at the top of the stems.   

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Emsworth Millponds 
The bird counts on the local millponds were similar to last week with totals of  3 Little Grebe, 4 
Cormorants, 71 Mute Swans, 146 Mallard, 14 Tufted Duck and 64 Coot.  The Mute Swan pair still 
have their 2 cygnets hanging around, though I noticed them actively chasing them on Slipper 
Millpond this week with wings arched, so I suspect they will not be around for much longer.   
An unusual observation this week was of a Cormorant swimming flat on the surface of the water in 
the Slipper Mill Basin for at least 3 minutes with its head was submerged beneath the surface of 
the water.  I think it must have been taking quick breaths for I could see bubbles arising.  I recall 
having seen a Cormorant behaving in this manner a few years ago on the Great Deeps.  
I checked the Maidenhair Spleenwort on the wall of the Waterside Church in Bath Road which 
looked decidedly unhealthy – quite unlike the lovely growth on the wall in New Road, Westbourne.  
Maybe it has recently been cleaned off, but all I could find was tiny and a little shrivelled.   
 



Painted Ladies galore 
Pat and Graham Walsgrove e-mailed me to say they had a Painted Lady butterfly on their wall 
and wondered if this was a first for the year.  Sadly, no.  Ralph Hollins reports a glut of Painted 
Ladies this spring (yes, it must be spring) with over 100 having been seen from Cornwall to Kent.  
Ralph thinks they  have been blown in on the strong winds from Spain and are not emerging from 
hibernation.  Ralph himself put up a Painted Lady from a gorse bush on the shore of Langstone 
Harbour.  
 
Nest boxes in Hollybank Woods 
Andy Brook showed me the locations of the 18 nest boxes that have been erected by the Friends 
of Hollybank Woods, including 5 for Treecreepers.  Others are to go up next week.  Visit their web 
site for further details at http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ 
 
Siskins in the garden 
I was delighted to have 3 Siskins feeding together in my back garden this week for the first time 
ever.  One was a superb male with neat black crown and bib.  Anyone else seen them in their 
garden?  
 
Group Web Site 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

 GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 6: FEBRUARY 2-8, 2004 
 
Membership 
Frances had two more renewals by standing order this week taking the membership total to 256, 
including 47 new members for this year.  That target of 300 is getting closer.   
 
New Interpretation Board 
Things are moving ahead to get our new interpretation boards produced.  On Wednesday of this 
week I delivered Marion Forster’s artwork to Mercury Graphics at Havant for the painting to be 
scanned.  Two disks will be produced.  One will go to Scotland where a full colour print will be 
produced for the Palmer's Road Car Park interpretation board (to be paid for by Havant Borough 
Council).  The other disk will be sent to Metrosigns 2000 for them to produce another print for the 
Seagull Lane interpretation board (to be paid for by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group).   
More details later.   
 
Workday  - Thursday February 5 
Just 4 people turned up for the group work session (Wally Osborne, Graham Walsgrove, David 
Search and Brian Fellows), though this was not entirely surprising in view of the steady drizzle.  
However, we had a productive session.   
The first thing we did was plant the two sapling trees donated by Brian Boak.  The Oak was 
planted near to the existing young Oak on the east side of the North Meadow (company for each 
other).  The Yew was planted a little further north between the casual path and the plantation.  
Both trees went in easily in the soft ground.  Let’s hope they survive for future generations to 
enjoy.   
After that we inspected the pile of tree cuttings from the old Crack Willow in the north east corner 
of the meadow.  Considering their size and bulk we decided they where best left were they were 
for the time being.  If cuttings do get thrown into the river then we might have to reconsider moving 
them.   
The third task was to cut and remove the Willow branch that had been blown down on the east 
side of the North Meadow.  The cuttings were placed out of sight near the Bramble bushes.   
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Finally, we surveyed the area on the west bank of the River Ems behind the industrial units where 
the Hawthorn saplings were to be planted.  After much thought we decided that the habitat would 
not be suitable for such small saplings and that it would be a waste to plant them in that area.  We 
thought a good alternative use for the saplings would be to ask the Watch Group to plant them on 
the meadow itself, where they could become an interesting feature, a habitat for wildlife and 
where the children could watch their progress and look after them.  A possible site for the planting 
was identified at the western end of the centre line of Willows.   
 
Environment News 
The River Ems is now cleaner than ever thanks to the sterling work of volunteers Pat and Graham 
Walsgrove who this week retrieved 70 bottles from the river and a variety of other less savoury 
objects from the bottom of the river.  On Wednesday I updated the three signcases with the news 
and photos from Week 5.  I plan to keep the signcases updated on a weekly basis, health and 
weather permitting.   
 
Brook Meadow Conservation Group Web Site 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
For last week’s photos go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-current-photos.html 
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS  

Birds 
Birdsong is increasing on Brook Meadow as spring approaches with Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Blue 
Tit, Great Tit, Greenfinch and Song Thrush all going strong.  Nothing from Blackbird or Chaffinch 
as yet, though I did hear a Chaffinch singing on Sunday at Pook Lane in Warblington.  Our Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was calling as usual and House Sparrows were chirruping from the hedges 
at the end of Seagull Lane.  On Monday I watched a Kingfisher flying along the River Ems through 
Brook Meadow.    
 
 
Plants 
I found 13 plants in flower on Brook Meadow.  Lesser Celandines have certainly come on since 
last week with a total of 34 flowers open on the meadow.  Snowdrops are also in flower in the 
South Meadow and on the edge of Lumley Road.   The Lumley Path which goes from Lumley 
Road to the Gooseberry Cottage drive across the small bridge is always good for flowers; Cow 
Parsley and purple Crocuses were flowering this week and the bright orange seeds of Stinking Iris 
are still on the plant.  There has been a new flowering of Red Dead-nettle in the South Meadow 
below the causeway.  The Common Gorse bush on the causeway has more flowers.  There is a 
nice flowering of Common Field Speedwell (tiny blue flowers) on the "community area" in front of 
the seat.   
Most of the Alder catkins are now open.  The microscope reveals a multitude of colours on the 
male catkins: the dark green of the scales fully open with fat yellow pollen sacs, many having a 
red blush, indicating ripening.  Those sacs which were open were dark brown in colour contrasting 
with the yellow pollen.   The smaller more erect female catkins were equally interesting, with thin 
bright red styles poking through the light green scales, all covered in pollen.   
 
Fungi 
The fungus growing on the log near the S-bend has now turned a light shade of green.  Previously 
I had tentatively identified it as Merulius tremellosus (Jordan p. 120), but the present growth has 
distinctive concentric dark zones which inclines me towards the more common, Many-zoned 
Polypore (Coriolus versicolor).  There are several growths of Velvet Shank on the dead Elms 
beside the Lumley Stream.  During the Workday on Thursday we found a small dead log on the 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-current-photos.html


west bank of the River Ems totally encrusted with a pure white fungus; it looked at first like white 
paint.  The encrustation was thin and smooth and rubbery to the touch.  My tentative identification 
is Meruliopsis corium (M.Jordan p.120).   
 
Water Voles 
Fran Southgate of the Sussex Otters and Rivers Partnership based at Arlington Reservoir 
forwarded an e-mail to me this week from a lady who had noticed signs on Peter Pond warning of 
rats and was concerned that people may be confusing Water Voles with rats.  I replied to say 
these animals were almost certainly Brown Rats which I have seen many times and which are 
well known locally.  They are attracted by bits of food left behind by people feeding the ducks.  I 
believe the local council (West Sussex) did put some sort of poison down a couple of years ago, 
but that was a bit dangerous with the area so well used by children.  Following this 
correspondence Fran sent me a batch of leaflets outlining the main differences between the 
Brown Rat and the Water Vole which will be very useful since we are always concerned that 
people do not confuse the two and realise the ones they see on the River Ems are almost 
certainly Water Voles and not rats.    
During the Workday on Thursday we examined what looked like a fresh hole in the river bank near 
the sluice gate, possibly indicating the emergence of Water Voles after the winter underground.   
 
Deer and fish 
Fred Portwin told me he had seen what looked like deer droppings on the banks of the Lumley 
Stream.   
During their river clearance work on Wednesday Pat and Graham Walsgrove disturbed a 2 foot 
long Eel from the river near the south bridge.   
 
Other Local Wildlife News 
My regular weekly bird count on Emsworth’s millponds produced 71 Mute Swan, 136 Mallard, 62 
Coot 12 Tufted Duck, 4 Cormorant, 4 Little Grebe, 1 white duck, 2 Moorhen.  In addition, I was told 
about a pair of Red-breasted Merganser on the Town Millpond and that the Mute Swan pair were 
displaying and attempting mating on Peter Pond!  Daffodils were in flower along the roadside in 
Bath Road.   
I can highly recommend the re-vamped Hollybank Woods web site run by Andy Brook at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/   One of the best bits of the site is a Woodland Diary of 
wildlife and other observations from Andy and others.   
Aldsworth Pond is now full of water with a good flow going over the sluice and into the stream 
which passes under the road.  The only birds I could see were a pair of Mute Swans and a few 
Coot and Tufted Duck.   
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 5: JANUARY 26 – Feb 1, 2004 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Frances has suggested the following tasks for the next two group work sessions and the visit of 
the Watch group.  Please let her know if you have any other suggestions.   
 
Workday: Thursday 5 February 
1) finish off the measuring and ID work started at the last work session 
2) clear/prepare ground for planting 50 Hawthorn saplings along boundary with industrial estate 
3) decide on location of and plant 2 saplings (Oak and Yew) donated by Brian Boak.  
4) decide whether the tree cuttings from the old Crack Willow in the NE corner of the meadow 
recently lopped by HBC contractors need cutting up and/or moving. 
 
Watch Conservation Session: Saturday 14 February 
The HWT Watch group (children and parents) will be visiting Brook Meadow for their regular 
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conservation session.  The plan is to ask them to help plant 50 Hawthorn saplings (we will only 
need to supervise this).   
 
Workday: Sunday 15 February 
1) finish off planting work and/or check and water saplings started on Saturday 
2) tidy, cut up and move cut branches/trunks of crack willow (if it has been decided to do so) 
3) litter pick. 
 
BTCV Path Laying Course: Saturday 13 March 
Path laying and maintenance of raised path.  This all-day course will be given by Pete Roberts of 
BTCV and both Jane Noble and Ben Spraggon will bring their mechanised wheelbarrows.  We will 
need as many helpers as possible for this. You might remember the very successful step building 
course last year when 17 volunteers helped out. We will need at least this number again. So 
please come along and 
support us.  
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Clearing the river 
On Tuesday Pat and Graham Walsgrove (in his waders) spent the whole morning clearing 
rubbish from the River Ems.  They collected several bags of cans and general litter, as well as a 
bag of bottles.  They also managed to remove 3 large wooden pallets that had floated down to the 
south bridge.  A passer-by told them that a full-sized plastic bath had been removed from the river 
that morning by council workers.   
 
Service for the Power Scythe 
I have arranged for the Crusader Power Scythe to be serviced by Havant Mower Services.  They 
will collect the machine from Fred Portwin next Tuesday.  This will be its first service since we 
purchased it in May 2001.  It has been well used and the service is much needed.   
 
New Signcase 
We have put in an order for another signcase from Metrosigns 2000 to house the new 
interpretation board for the Seagull Lane entrance.  This one will be upright (not lectern like the 
other three) to match-up with the main board to be erected by Havant Borough Council in 
Palmer's Road Car Park.  Metrosigns will also be producing a full colour digital print from Marion 
Forster’s artwork.   
 

SNOW IN EMSWORTH 
Probably the most significant event of the past week locally was the arrival of snow.  It fell heavily 
for half an hour or so on Wednesday evening and the following morning we woke up to find the 
whole area with a light covering.  I headed for Brook Meadow with my camera to snap the effects 
of this rare event.  Everywhere looked remarkably pretty and the light was superb.  I was surprised 
at the large number of footprints all over the meadow – just showing how well it was used.  Fresh 
Molehills showed up sharply against the white snow.   
Just in case you didn’t get there I have posted some photos of the meadow in the snow on my 
homepage at http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 5 
Birds 
One of the effects of the cold weather was to bring some interesting birds into view.  On Thursday 
after the snowfall I saw 3 Redwing in the trees near the Lumley pool – a first for Brook Meadow, 
taking the total bird list to 61 species.   Another interesting bird came into my garden this week, a 
Siskin which sat nicely for me to take its photo on the niger seed  holder.  Its tiny size (compared 
with Greenfinches), streaking on underparts, pale yellow eyebrow and thin bill were distinctive.  
Also on Thursday I heard my first Chaffinch song of the year from gardens at the end of Slipper 

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm


Road, but not as yet in Brook Meadow.  On Tuesday I had a tantalising glimpse of what must have 
been the Water Rail in the vegetation around the Lumley pool.  The small size of the bird seemed 
to rule out Moorhen which can often be seen on the Lumley Stream.   
Further afield I found a flock of 84 Woodpigeons in a tall tree near Westbourne.  This is the first 
substantial flock I have seen in this area for some years.  But by far the best place locally to see 
hundreds (even thousands) of birds is Chichester Gravel Pits.  I went there on Saturday morning 
and saw lots of Cormorants, Mute Swans, Coot, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Shoveler, and 
Pochard.  I do not recall having seen so many Gadwall and Shoveler on the lakes, before.  I wish 
the light had been better to see the plumage of these lovely ducks.   
 
Wild Flowers 
While they were clearing the River Ems on Tuesday Pat and Graham Walsgrove found the first 
Lesser Celandine flower of the year for Brook Meadow on the river bank just north of the 
gasholder.  Since then I have seen others in flower on Long Copse Lane and on Monks Hill in 
Westbourne.   Cow Parsley was still in flower on the Lumley Path until the snow came.  A patch of 
Snowdrops (first of the year) are now flowering nicely in the South Meadow where we found some 
last year.  They lasted for about 6 weeks until early March.    
Other plants in flower on the meadow this week were Winter Heliotrope, Common Gorse, Annual 
Meadow-grass, Red Dead-nettle, White Dead-nettle, Dandelion and Annual Mercury.   
There are no Daffodil flowers out as yet on the river banks in Brook Meadow, but I have seen 
many in flower around the local area, so they will not be long coming.  Cleavers are coming up all 
over the North Meadow, but no flowers as yet.   
 
Trees and Shrubs 
The male Alder catkins are now opening for the first time this year, but the Hazel catkins are 
turning brown on the trees in the east side plantation.  Looked at closely through the microscope 
all one can see on the Hazel catkins are brown husks containing open pollen pouches from which 
the yellow pollen was released.   
Garden Privet is one of the few evergreen plants on the meadow.  It has black berries and 
appears to be flourishing among the Willow stumps near the North Bridge.  Honeysuckle leaves 
are now well advanced in the hedge along Gooseberry Cottage drive.   
 
Fungi 
Three fungi were growing on a dead log on the west bank of the River Ems by the S-bend, Jew's 
Ear (Auricularia auricula-judae), King Alfred's Cakes and Many-zoned Polypore (Coriolus 
versicolor).  
 
Global warming? 
Tony Wootton went with the Emsworth Rambling Club to Felpham near Bognor on Sunday and 
saw a Bumblebee, a Ladybird, flowering Lesser Celandine and 2 Speckled Woods!  
 

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP WEB SITE 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

 
 

GROUP NEWS FOR WEEK 4: JANUARY 19-25, 2004 
Membership 
Frances has managed to get 2 more members to renew and is hoping that a third will also renew.  
That takes the membership total up to 254 with only 13 not having renewed from last year.  Now, 
we need to get some new members to reach our target of 300 for the end of 2004.   

 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/


Working with Children In the Environment 
Frances has arranged a BTCV course with Hilary Bell on working with children in the 
environment.  The provisional date is Saturday 17th or Sunday 18th April in Emsworth Community 
Centre, though the Sunday is also a workday.  The course would be open to all Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group members and Frances would like to hear from anyone willing and able to 
take part in this course.  Hilary will advertise it to other groups.  We also need to think of themes, 
such as, trees, minibeests, animals in the soil, wildflower ID, environmental games to name a few. 
Can you think of any more? 
 
Hedge Planting 
We are planning to plant a small hedge on the west bank of the River Ems behind the Palmer's 
Road Industrial Units as a long-term deterrent to people using this as a route to the river. Frances 
has ordered 50 hawthorn trees (90-120 cm tall) from BTCV and they should arrive in about 7 to 10 
days.  She is also filling in the Environment Agency Action Earth form to get the money for them.  
Sunday 15th February is one possible date for planting.   
 
Path Laying Course 
The raised paths through Brook Meadow get a great deal of wear and tear and are currently rather 
soft and muddy.  This would be a good time to relay them and make them good.  To this end 
Frances has arranged a BTCV Path Laying Course for Saturday 13th March, similar to the Step 
Construction Course last year.  Both Jane Noble and Ben Spraggon have agreed to help with their 
mechanical wheelbarrows, but, we shall need as many helpers as we can get.  Pete Roberts of 
the BTCV has been asked to calculate how much path gravel will be needed and we need to see 
how much money we have left from the landfill tax grant.   The aim is to put path gravel on the 
whole of the causeway from the Lumley gate area up to and around the seat, with a width of 1.2m. 
The rest of the raised path alongside the river will be a maximum of 0.6m wide so as not make it 
look too nice and tidy but just filling in the present level.   
 

REPORT ON WORK SESSION ON SUNDAY 18 JANUARY 
Eleven volunteers (Brian, Frances, Wally, Pat and Graham Walsgrove and their son Graham and 
his wife, Graham Ault, Jil Meeson, Ann Davies and David Search) spent a lovely sunny Sunday 
morning carrying out a survey of the trees and shrubs and taking various measurements. This 
survey work was carried out to gather information for the management plan currently being drawn 
up. All the information will be plotted on accurate GPS maps of Brook Meadow.   
Wally and Graham Ault measured all the main areas in Brook Meadow as well as the length and 
width of the raised path to give information for path maintenance work to be carried out in March 
2004. 
Jil and Pat took pH measurements of all the main areas of the meadow and found most areas to 
be acidic with one measurement going off the acid scale. They also noted any areas of standing 
water and marked them on the map. The two Grahams and Graham’s wife surveyed all the trees 
not already located on the GPS map which John Carter helped us plot in 2002.  
Brian and David carried out a survey of the trees and shrubs in Palmers Road copse. Brian has 
already included his report of this survey in last week’s notes. David went on to identify the other 
trees in the south and north meadow.  Frances and Ann measured the girths of all the mature 
trees in Palmers Road copse and went on to identify and measure several other trees in the south 
and north meadow. 
Report by Frances Jannaway  
 

EMSWORTH DESIGN STATEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
A request from Frances Jannaway ... “to all members who are residents of Emsworth to fill in the 
EDS questionnaire in the current issue of The Ems. It is very important that all the nature 
conservation areas are supported by as many people as possible in the Emsworth Design 
Statement. One way to do this is to fill in the questionnaire. The EDS is written by residents for 
residents and has to show that it represents the views of as many residents as possible.” 



 
WILDLIFE NEWS FOR WEEK 4  

Birds 
Tits have been particularly active on Brook Meadow this past week with Blue and Great Tits 
singing and churring away.  Robin, Wren, Dunnock and Greenfinch were also regularly singing.  A 
late afternoon walk through the meadow on Sunday produced two Song Thrushes singing 
strongly, one from Lumley Road copse and the other in the South Meadow.  Also, a Woodpigeon 
was singing from the trees on the north path - the first this year on Brook Meadow.    
Further afield, I flushed a Snipe from the old watercress beds near Westbourne, but could not find 
Green Sandpiper which is a winter regular along the River Ems near Westbourne.  A flock of 
about 50 Redwing were perched in the top of a tall tree at the northern end of Mill Lane, Lumley, 
and further down the lane I had a good view of both male and female Bullfinches in the hedge.  I 
cannot recall the last time I saw a pair of Bullfinches.  Unfortunately I could not get close enough 
for a photo.   
On Peter Pond the Mute Swan pair still have their 2 remaining cygnets with them – for how much 
longer?  Also on Peter Pond this week were 34 Mallard, one white duck, 2 Coot and a Moorhen.   
In my back garden I had a Goldfinch feeding on the niger seed holder for the very first time.  I 
invested in niger seed and a feeder at the end of last summer, hoping to attract Goldfinches, but 
all I had seen on there until today were Greenfinches.  Another welcome visitor to the garden was 
a female Blackcap – a regular visitor to gardens.   
 
Wild Flowers 
Apart from Winter Heliotrope and Common Gorse there are very few wild flowers to be seen on 
Brook Meadow.  In addition, this week I could only find Dandelion, Annual Mercury, White 
Dead-nettle, Red Dead-nettle and a single Cow Parsley.  There is still no sign of any Lesser 
Celandine flowers - they are much later coming through than last year when I was recording 
several open flowers on the meadow at this time.  Daffodils are coming up on the river bank 
opposite Palmer's Road Copse, but no buds or flowers as yet.  All the grass flower heads (False 
Oat-grass, Cocksfoot) that were prominent in the North Meadow at the end of the year, have 
disappeared.  The bright orange seeds of Stinking Iris can still be seen on the plant along the 
Lumley Path.   
 
Trees 
Everywhere you go at present the Hazel trees are covered with hundreds of hanging yellow 
catkins.  In Brook Meadow they are looking especially good in the east side plantation alongside 
the dark green foliage of the Western Red Cedars.  No sign of any movement in the Alder catkins 
as yet, though Ralph Hollins has found some fully open in Havant.  For the records, in the east 
side plantation I counted 6 Hazels and 2 Alders and in the west side plantation I counted 13 
Alders.  There are also 7 mature Alders around the Lumley pool and another 8 young ones along 
the northern edge of the Gooseberry Cottage drive.  The largest Alder on the Brook Meadow site 
is on the South Meadow on the east bank of the River Ems, it is divided into three separate trunks, 
presumably indicating coppicing when it was young.   
Common Gorse is another easy plant to identify; there are 3 on the Brook Meadow site, one on 
the causeway, one in the hedge on the Gooseberry Cottage driveway and one on the brick bridge 
overlooking the Lumley pool.   
Ralph Hollins reported Elder bushes showing the first tips of fresh green leaves in Havant, and 
true to form the large Elder on the main river path just north of the seat is doing exactly the same.   
On Thursday morning I had a lovely walk through Hollybank Woods – highly recommended at this 
time of the year for the bright green vegetation of Holly, Bracken and Mosses and the smell of the 
leaf litter on the ground.  The twisted trunks of the Yews and varied shapes of old coppiced Sweet 
Chestnut trees add extra interest, with Honeysuckle just bursting into leaf and Daffodils coming 
through.    

 
ENVIRONMENT NEWS 



The seat  overlooking the "community area" was covered with thick mud, looking as if an army 
had marched across it.  Later I discovered the cause - 3 teenage lads were sitting on the back rest 
with their feet on the seat.  More disturbing was the fact that they appeared to be sniffing 
something from a large plastic bottle.  I returned later in the day to give the seat a good scrubbing.   
I updated the three signcases with the group and wildlife news for Week 3 plus some new photos 
taken last week.   

 
Week 3: January 12-18, 2004 

 
MEMBERSHIP SOARS 

Yet more renewals this week has taken the total membership to a magnificent 252 with only 15 
members having not renewed.  This takes us beyond last year’s record membership of 250, and 
well on course for our target of 300 by the end of 2004.  Help us to get there by encouraging your 
friends, neighbours and relatives to join in on this great local enterprise.     
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
On Wednesday 14 January Cedar Tree Surgeons lopped the large Crack Willow tree in the north 
east corner which was in a dangerous condition.  All the logs and other cuttings were stacked in 
the corner, but not as far away from the river as I would have hoped for.  Although Andy Skeet of  
HBC assures me that at the first sign of logs being dragged into the river he will have to get them 
moved or removed, I think the group might have to move some of them.  Sadly, Cedar TS had one 
of their chain-saws stolen while they were having a break.  What is the world coming to?    
The Cedar TS also completed the pruning of a couple of dangerous trees in Palmer's Road 
Copse.  In this case the cuttings were stacked well out of the way in the undergrowth where they 
will break down and provide a valuable wildlife habitat.  
Andy Skeet has run out of money so will not be able to get the nest boxes in Palmer's Road Copse 
checked and cleaned out.  It looks as if our birds may have to put up with untidy quarters for the 
next nesting season.  Interestingly, one of the Cedar men told me that during last year’s nest box 
clean-out he found a small mouse (probably a Wood Mouse) in one of the Blue Tit boxes.  It was 
alive and appeared to be sleeping in the box.   
A branch of one of the coppiced Crack Willow trees on the North Meadow came down in the 
recent winds.   

GROUP WORKDAY – TREE SURVEY 
On Sunday 18 January 10 people attended the workday organised by Frances Jannaway.  
Frances’s full report will follow. My task was to survey the trees in the Palmer's Road Copse area 
with David Search.  We divided the area into 4 sections.  S1 was west of the main footpath from 
the path to the bridge to the centre path from the car park.  S2 was west of the main footpath from 
the centre path to the north path from the bottle bank. S3 was east of the main footpath to the 
river.  S4 was from the north path behind the industrial units to the new metal fence - strictly 
speaking not Palmer's Road Copse.   
12 species were identified with a grand total of 149 trees as follows: Ash 4, Blackthorn 2, Cherry 
Laurel 3, Common Alder 3, Crack Willow 77, Elder 15, Guelder-rose 1, Hawthorn 9, Hazel 3, 
Lombardy Poplar 1, Sycamore 25, Western Balsam Poplar 6.  Only the larger, more mature, 
specimens were counted, so the figures are an underestimate of the total number of trees in the 
area.   
A total of 37 species of tree and shrub has been recorded on the whole of the Brook Meadow site.  
For a complete list go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bm-flora-list.html 

 
THE EMSWORTH COOKBOOK AND BROOK MEADOW 

Last year John Tweddell and Elaine Connolly published the very good ‘Emsworth Cookbook and 
pictorial souvenir’ (find out about it at http://www.emsworthcookbook.co.uk ), to coincide with 
Emsworth’s food festival.  It sold out in about two weeks, created a media stir, and left a strong 
demand for more copies. John has e-mailed me to say he is planning a new, more definitive and 
extensive book, to reflect the village and its food over a full year and wants to include more about 
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Emsworth through the seasons and create a record of the achievements and celebrations of it 
inhabitants and interest groups.  John has already been taking photographs in Brook Meadow 
and is keen to include more.  I have referred him to the web site as a good source of ideas.   

BIRD NEWS 
Grey Wagtail, Little Egret and Grey Heron were on the river as usual.  On Tuesday 2 Little Egrets 
were present and on Sunday while doing the tree survey in Palmer's Road Copse one was 
feeding in the river close-by, quite unperturbed by our presence.  A Goldcrest was feeding in the 
Alders on the west side plantation.    
Birds singing on Brook Meadow this week included Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Greenfinch 
and Collared Dove and, for the first time this year, Song Thrush and Mistle Thrush.  A Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was calling from Palmer's Road Copse.  I heard my first Blackbird song of 
the year from a garden in town.  The only common bird not yet heard singing is the Chaffinch, so 
keep listening.    
On Friday I carried out the BTO Winter Gull Roost Survey for Emsworth Harbour.  The wind was 
bitterly cold, so fortunately, I was able to conduct the survey from the car parked on the seawall of 
Emsworth Marina.  I counted a total of 572 gulls (mostly, Black-headed Gulls) coming into roost in 
the harbour, most of them coming down the Ems Valley.   
 

PLANT NEWS 
Winter Heliotrope is flowering well along the river banks and is sending out its powerful vanilla 
scent.  I found the first Cow Parsley of the year in flower along the Lumley Path.  There were 
plenty of fresh Lesser Celandine leaves on the Lumley patch, but no flowers as yet.  They are later 
this year than last, though Ralph Hollins has found a couple in flower in Havant.   Red Dead-nettle 
was in flower on the new path through the South Meadow by the Bramble bank.  I could not find 
any remaining Ivy flowers, just berries in various stages of ripeness, from yellow to purple.    
Further afield, I found Butcher's-broom in flower in Stansted Forest.  The flowers of this very spiky 
plant are unisexual with male and female flowers on different plants.  Also in this area I noticed 
flower buds forming on a clump of Rhododendron.  On the steep lane down to Walderton I found 
fresh Arum leaves growing and a patch of Dog's Mercury with flower buds almost open.  In Havant 
Ralph Hollins has found White Butterbur (Petasites albus) in flower along with a single 
Marsh-marigold.   
 

HAZEL CATKINS 
Hazel trees throughout the area are currently festooned with golden yellow catkins.  On Brook 
Meadow the long yellow male catkins (up to 8cm) in the east side plantation are now fully open.  
The catkins contain a spike of all male flowers, called imperfect because they lack the usual 
sepals and petals which would, like the leaves, get in the way of the pollen wafting in the wind.  
Looked at under the microscope many of the pollen sacs have already opened to release their 
golden pollen.  The pollen is received by the female stigmas on the red styles of the tiny female 
flowers opening nearby on the same tree.  The Hazel catkins in Brook Meadow appear to have 
opened about a month earlier than they did last year.  The red and green male catkins on the 
Alders are also lengthening, but are not open as yet.  The small red female catkins are also 
developing.   

 
PLEA FOR MORE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

Ralph Hollins makes an impassioned plea for more wildlife conservation in his current Wildlife 
Notes, where he writes . . .  “All of us who are interested in wildlife would like to see more done to 
protect the habitat and species that we have and to encourage better use of the local landscape to 
make it more wildlife friendly. Over recent years we have seen much done towards that end 
through national and county based conservation organisations such as the Wildlife Trusts, by a 
very large number of local groups such as the Brook Meadow Conservation Group at Emsworth, 
and through Government based organisations, all their activities operating within an overall 
framework of legislation and planning procedures.  Without diminishing the achievements of our 



existing wildlife conservation efforts we would all agree that more could and should be done, and 
my personal view is that there is much scope for improvement in three areas.   
The first of these is what I will call ‘cross-discipline co-operation’, i.e. getting the bird, butterfly, 
beetle, plant, mammal and marine enthusiasts to work together, sharing information to build up an 
overall picture of the importance of existing habitat and the possibilities of enhancing it. The 
second is the need to ‘convert’ the vast mass of the general public to the fact that wonderful 
wildlife exists all around them (not just on TV or in a few isolated nature reserves) and that it really 
does affect their ‘quality of life’.  The third need is to make effective use of local knowledge in our 
planning system.  One aspect of this is the focussing of public opinion on matters of wildlife 
concern (making the politicians know that wildlife issues do influence votes), the other is by 
having available as much local data as possible to provide ammunition for the professional 
representatives of the wildlife cause to argue their case. ”   
To read more of Ralph’s ideas go to http://www.havnn.net/Bnews.htm for Friday 16 January.  
 

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP WEB SITE 
For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 

 
Week 2: January 5-11, 2004 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Frances has had 5 more renewals in the past week, making a total membership of 249 (203 
renewals and 46 new members). This means that only 17 members have not renewed which is 
quite magnificent and we must thank you all for your response to our persistent requests.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Cedar Tree Services have re-arranged the work on the ailing Crack Willow in the NE corner of the 
meadow to be carried out next Wednesday morning (14th Jan).  Andy Skeet will ask them to 
check the bird boxes whilst on site (they did this last year so know where they are!).  Let's hope for 
a bit more action on Wednesday than on Christmas eve!   
The seat on Brook Meadow has been damaged, with part of the seating area having been melted.  
It is not too bad and we should be able to rub it down with sandpaper.   
Graham Walsgrove’s new wooden Brook Meadow sign is on the gate post at the entrance to the 
North Bridge.   

WORKDAY – HELP REQUIRED 
Frances would like some help in collecting various data for the management plan which she is 
drawing up.  These include measuring various areas on the meadow, identifying types, sizes, 
numbers and locations of trees and shrubs, taking pH measurements, making a cross sectional 
drawing (east-west), locate and record all wet areas and measure length and width of paths.   If 
you would like to help then come along to the next group work session on Sunday 18th January at 
10am at the Lumley gate.  
 

NEW INTERPRETATION BOARD 
We are in the process of finalising arrangements for getting the new Interpretation Board set 
up.  Louise Ward of HBC has been in contact with Harry in Scotland who did the Hollybank Woods 
board and he could do the same thing for us, ie high quality scan of the art work and printing onto 
solid plastic all for £350 including delivery.  Extra copies would cost £200 each.  The advantage of 
the solid plastic is that it would not be subject to discolouration if the board was vandalised.  The 
main board will be erected in the SE corner of Palmer's Road Car Park and the second one at the 
Seagull Lane entrance, probably using a Metroguard case.   

BIRDS ON BROOK MEADOW 
Birds heard singing on the meadow this week included Robin, Wren, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Dunnock 
and for the first time this year, Woodpigeon, Greenfinch and Goldfinch.  Great Spotted 
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Woodpecker was calling as usual.  On Friday the Little Egret was feeding in the River Ems near 
the S-bend and allowed me to approach quite closely to take some nice photos.   
Also, on Friday, Tony Wootton reported seeing a Goldcrest between the south bridge and the 
A259, and a Treecreeper just N.E of the south bridge. Tony also saw a pure white parakeet (or 
some small parrot) in the same vicinity, so if you are missing one from its cage I hope you have 
found it.   

 
OTHER BIRD NEWS 

On Monday I noticed the first signs of Robins pairing up in my garden, a little earlier than last year.   
I watched a Goldcrest feeding in the large Yew tree overhanging the small bridge near Lumley 
Mill.   
In Emsworth the Mute Swan pair are still on Peter Pond with their 2 remaining cygnets.  
On Saturday morning the Havant Wildlife Study Group recorded 61 bird species during their walk 
around the SW corner of Hayling Island, including a wintering Sandwich Tern perched on a buoy 
at The Kench, a Peregrine being chased off by 3 Black-headed Gulls and a Razorbill sailing into 
Langstone Harbour on the incoming tide, continually diving and coming up for a couple of 
seconds before diving again.   
On Thorney Island on Friday I found a couple of Chiffchaff in the bushes behind the sewage works 
on Thornham Lane, one was singing.  There were at least 2 Redwing in the field immediately 
behind the Sussex Brewery, there were others in the bushes.    
In Portsmouth, the Snow Goose has returned to Baffins Pond, but the other members of the 
"Baffins Gang" remain at Titchfield Haven.   

WILDLIFE PHOTOS 
To make things simpler for me in future I shall be putting all my recent wildlife photos onto my own 
Homepage web site.  So this week’s photos can be found on . . . 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm 
 

WILD FLOWERS ON BROOK MEADOW 
The only flowering plants I could find on the meadow this week were Ivy, Winter Heliotrope, 
Common Gorse, Annual Mercury, Dandelion and some freshly flowering White Dead-nettle.  The 
Hazel catkins in the east side plantation have opened a little more from last week, but are far from 
being fully open.  The Alder catkins are still firmly closed.  The straw coloured leaves of Reed 
Canary-grass glow wonderfully in the winter sunshine.    

OTHER WILD FLOWER NEWS 
On Sunday morning I found the first Cow Parsley of the year in flower outside the gates of 
Foxbury House at the start of Foxbury Lane in Westbourne.  Also some Red Dead-nettle.   There 
is a good growth of the fern Maidenhair Spleenwort on the wall of No 12 New Road in 
Westbourne.  This is the fern that also grows well on the wall of the Waterside Church in Bath 
Road, Emsworth and on the wall behind St Faith’s Church in Havant.   
The tall Hazel tree in the garden of Elisabeth Kinloch in Westbourne is festooned with yellow 
catkins.  The first Snowdrops of the year were in flower outside the gates of The Old Rectory, 
opposite Westbourne Church.  Daisies and Shepherd's Purse were in flower on the open ground 
at the top of Westbourne Avenue.   
Still no sign of any Lesser Celandine as yet though there are fresh leaves along the footpath 
behind the new wall of the Old Flour Mill, south of the A259.  I also found Yarrow and Common 
Chickweed in flower along this path.  
On Tuesday morning I had a lovely walk round Hollybank Woods – highly recommended for a 
winter’s day.  I followed the Circular Walk through the western section of the woodland, the route 
was well laid out and signed.  Wood Sage lines the edge of the path with its green leaves and 
spikes of seed cases showing up well in the sunshine.  I took a plant home to examine it and found 
many of the seed cases still held up to 4 round seeds.  Another fine sight was the Holly, the leaves 
of which were glowing bright green.  Even the dead bracken had a rough elegance in the winter 
sun.   

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/brianfellows/0-0-recent-photos.htm


For more wildlife news about the woods visit the excellent Friends of Hollybank Woods web site at 
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ 
 

OTHER WILDLIFE 
On Brook Meadow, the pink fungus (Merulius tremellosus) is still going strong on the log near the 
North Bridge. Moles are still active judging form the profusion of fresh molehills that keep 
springing up.   
Further afield, a Bumblebee flying in the car park of the Ferryboat Inn on Hayling Island and  Bob 
Chapman says he saw his first Frog of the year at Farlington Marshes.   

 
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP WEB SITE 

For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
 

 
Week 1: December 29 to January 4, 2004 

 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 

Birds 
The best bird of the week was spotted during the New Year’s Day Birdwatch (see below).  While 
walking along the raised footpath near the gasholder Tony Wootton spotted a small yellowish bird 
flitting around the patch of dead Branched Bur-reed leaves in the river.  On closer inspection it 
turned out to be a Chiffchaff – the first I have recorded this winter on Brook Meadow, though I 
have seen them in previous winters.  Although most Chiffchaffs migrate further south for the 
winter a few hardly souls do spend the winter on the south coast.   Birds singing this week were 
Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Collared Dove and Dunnock.  A very obliging Dunnock perched 
nicely for a photo in the morning sunshine on a twig in the North Meadow.  Little Egret and Grey 
Heron were, as usual, in the river.  There has been no further sign of the Water Rail seen on 
Christmas Eve in the Lumley Stream, but that does not mean it is not still there.   I watched a 
Chaffinch bathing vigorously in a favourite place in the Lumley Stream.   
 
Mammals 
During the New Year’s Day Birdwatch Ros Norton spotted a Water Vole swimming in the river 
underneath the gasholder.   There was a strong smell of Fox in the meadow this week.  There 
were also lots of fresh Molehills.   
 
Plants 
The pretty flowers of Winter Heliotrope are now looking (and smelling) very good; I counted a total 
of 140 flower spikes fully open along the banks of the River Ems.  The Common Gorse on the 
causeway also looks splendid with its bright yellow flowers.  Not much other news on the wild 
flower front apart from a few sad looking Michaelmas Daisies, Annual Mercury in Palmer's Road 
Copse and a bit of White Dead-nettle.  Hazel catkins are now starting to open in the NE plantation.  
But there is no movement in the red catkins of the Alder trees.  The bright orange seeds of 
Stinking Iris still show beside the Lumley Path.   
 
Fungi 
The Agrocybe cylindracea has now finished by the North Bridge, but the pretty pink fungus 
(Merulius tremellosus) seems to have come to life again on a nearby log.  I also found some bright 
orange Sulphur Tufts on a log beside the path that goes from Palmer's Road Car Park down to the 
south bridge.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Kingfishers galore in Emsworth  

http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/


The annual Hampshire Wildlife Trust New Year’s Day Birdwatch took place this year in Emsworth.  
Despite a nasty forecast the weather was quite good and 24 people turned up for what was an 
excellent and very enjoyable morning’s bird watching.  The total bird list for the walk came to 55 
species, including an astonishing 5 Kingfishers.  I have never seen so many on one day.  Two 
were seen in the harbour from the Promenade around the Town Millpond, one was in Dolphin 
Lake next to Slipper Millpond (probably the best spot to see them in Emsworth), and another two 
were on the west side of the marina.  We also had excellent views of Greenshank, Little Egret and 
Lapwing in the harbour.  A female Red-breasted Merganser was on Slipper Millpond along with 
the usual Coot and Little Grebes.  We walked down Thorney as far as the Little Deeps where we 
found Bearded Tit, Kestrel and Grey Wagtail.   
Coming back through Brook Meadow we heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker and spotted the 
Chiffchaff mentioned already.   
Green Sandpiper in the Ems Valley 
On Saturday morning, as expected, I found a Green Sandpiper on the diverted part of the River 
Ems north of the A27 road. Green Sandpipers are regular winter visitors to the River Ems 
between Emsworth and Westbourne.  A Little Egret was feeding in the river near to Westbourne 
and I flushed a Snipe from the old watercress beds near Westbourne.   Some of the Hazel catkins 
were open on Mill Lane just south of the A27 bridge.   
Fieldfare at Nutbourne  
The best place to see Fieldfare in the local area is in the apple orchards at Nutbourne.  On Sunday 
I found about 70 of them perched in the tall Poplars overlooking the orchards and they kept 
darting down to the fruit trees.  I noticed that some of the apple trees had been grubbed out.  
Hopefully, they will be replaced for the orchard always attracts good numbers of this very beautiful 
thrush in winter.   
 

WEEK 1 PHOTOS 
For this week’s photos go to http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/bmcg-current-photos.html 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Frances tells me that membership has reached 244, including 46 new members and 198 
renewals.  This is a magnificent response and indicates the truly great level of support the 
conservation effort receives.  There are 21 people who have not renewed their membership for 
2003/2004, 12 of these lapsed members are on the email list and will receive a little reminder with 
this report!   

 
ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

Sadly, the two commemorative crosses on the north bridge commemorating the death of two 
airmen during the Second World War were torn from the North Bridge by some unthinking person 
and thrown into the river.  I managed to find one of them which was placed on the bridge by Mr 
and Mrs Alderson of Alton.   The river was flowing strongly this week after all the rain.  The corner 
of the South Meadow was  flooded along with the usual Lumley puddle.  The presence of lumps of 
charcoal in front of the seat suggested a BBQ, but there was no other sign of one having been lit.  
There was a lot of litter on the west bank at the back of Bedrock Engineering, the worst of which I 
cleared.   

 
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP WEB SITE 

For photographs of Brook Meadow and its wildlife plus news about the work of the conservation 
group – go to the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site at  
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ 
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	HERB WALK
	The weather was dry, cool and blustery for the first of the 2004 Herb Walks, hosted by Steve Taylor of ‘The Medicine Garden’ in Emsworth on Thursday 1st July.   This walk focussed on Medicinal Herbs and was well attended by 20 persons of which 17 were...
	We have been getting a regular crowd of 12-15 youngsters gathering on Brook Meadow.  Popular spots are the parapet over the railway tunnel in the north-east corner, or around the seat.  Generally they seemed to be reasonably well behaved and did not g...
	The First Dandelion by Walt Whitman 1819-1892

