
 
 

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP  2002 
 

Summary of the week’s news and wildlife observations from Brook Meadow, 
Emsworth   

 
Week 52: Dec 23-29,  2002 

 
WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW  

Birds 
Nothing new on the bird front this week with all the regulars singing or otherwise active.  On 
one day, I heard at least 2 Song Thrushes singing on the eastern side of the meadow.  A 
Little Egret flew from the river.    
 
Plants 
Just 18 plants were in flower on the meadow site this week.  Many of them are barely 
hanging on.  The complete list is Charlock, Common Mouse-ear, Dandelion, Feverfew, 
Groundsel, Hogweed, Water Figwort, White Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Winter Heliotrope, 
Wood Avens, Yarrow, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, False 
Oat-grass, Tall Fescue. 
Winter Heliotrope is now at its prime and smelling sweetly.  There are many Lesser 
Celandine leaves coming up in the wet area by the Lumley Stream, but no flowers as yet.  
A fresh Wild Angelica plant has also come up in this area, but is not in flower.  A new 
Charlock plant is growing on the eastern side of the north meadow with a few 4-petalled 
yellow flowers showing.  
As you walk over the wooden bridge from Palmer's Road Car Park have a look at the plants 
growing on the old Willow stump.  You should find Ivy, Bramble, Dandelion, Common 
Nettle, a grass (?), a lichen (possibly Lepraria incana) and a moss (possibly White-tipped 
Bristle-moss).  These plants are called epiphytic in that they grow on the stump, but are not 
parasitic on it.  You may recall that one of the questions in the Nature Hunt Quiz last May 
involved identifying the plants growing on this stump.   
 
Fungi 
Straw Cup Fungus is still showing well on the piles of cuttings.  Another brightly coloured 
Velvet Shank fungus is fruiting on the dead Elm on the side of the Lumley Stream – it could 
be seen from Lumley Road, before the tree was felled this week (see below).   
 
Moles 
Two exceptionally large Molehills, about 2ft across, have appeared on the west side of the 
north meadow.  The ‘Collins Field Guide to Mammals’ (p.40) makes reference to 
“fortresses” as larger and more permanent Molehills.  The book gives no indication as to 
their function, but could these be some?    
  
Roe Deer 
A regular user of Brook Meadow told me he had seen a Roe Buck with a handsome pair of 
antlers in the meadow on Saturday 21st December.  Antlers are usually shed during the 
winter when new ones grow; this animal clearly still had his.   
 
See the Web site for photos of the meadow and its wildlife  
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/    
 

OTHER  NEWS  
Phantom Woodcutter 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


The large Willow which was felled by council contractors on the west bank of the Lumley 
Stream opposite “El Rancho” has now been completely sawn up and the logs all removed, 
leaving a just couple of piles of small branches.  This might be OK, but now I see that 
someone has also felled the dead Elm by the old Gooseberry Cottage gate - the one which 
had the Velvet Shank fungus growing on it earlier in the week.   I think the group need to be 
a little concerned as to how far this felling will be going, for the removal of dead wood from 
the site is not in accordance with our management plan.  I also wonder whether the person 
concerned has permission from the Council for this work.  I have asked Ted Aylett to 
investigate.   
 
Abandoned Golf Clubs 
I found a set of golf clubs together with an electric hedge trimmer in a blue golf bag, 
dumped on the ground behind the western plantation.  They were quite wet, but clearly had 
not been there long.  They were handed in at Havant Police Station.   
 

DOES  THE  SPOONBILL FEED AT NIGHT? 
 
Extract from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes for 25 December 
“On Dec 22 I reported Richard Creer's sighting of the 'Emsworth Spoonbill' flying into the 
original Little Egret roost trees by the Thorney Island Great Deeps at dusk, and I assumed 
that it was intending to spend the night there but today Barry Collins saw a different aspect 
to the bird's behaviour.  
With high tide at 3pm this afternoon Barry was not surpriset to find the Spoonbill in the 
Egret roost trees in the late afternoon when he arrived to count any Egrets that might come 
to spend the night there.  What was surprising was that, as the tide fell at dusk, and 37 Little 
Egrets flew in for the night, the Spoonbill took off and headed for the Emsworth channel, 
presumably to feed.  
When watching the Wade Court Egret roost at Langstone I frequently find three or more 
Grey Herons in the trees before the Egrets arrive - the Egrets come in and settle around the 
Herons, but as the last Egrets arrive and it becomes fully dark, the Herons invariably take 
off and fly away, presumably to feed rather than to roost elsewhere.  
I guess that it is equally difficult for Herons to see fish in murky water after dark as it would 
be for the Egrets but I suppose the Herons may be after other prey such as mice or voles 
that come out to feed after dark and which can be detected by sound, to be caught by the 
swift bill of an otherwise motionless Heron as they run around its feet.  
I can't imagine a Spoonbill going for similar prey in the dark but maybe it's large and no 
doubt sensitive bill tip is equally good at detecting and catching marine prey in murky water 
after dark as it is in the daylight, whereas the Egrets do seem to rely much more on their 
eyes to guide their spear like bills onto their prey. “ 
 

Week 51: Dec 16-22,  2002 
 

GROUP NEWS 
Membership  
We are rapidly approaching our target of 200 members. Frances tells me there are now 
188 paid-up members with only 7 failing to renew from last year and 39 new members.   
Emsworth Brochure 
Sue Foster of Emsworth Business Association asked us for a photograph of the meadow, 
to include in the next issue of their Emsworth Brochure.  The current brochure shows many 
attractive sites in Emsworth, and Brook Meadow will be a valuable addition.  I would think 
Hollybank Woods also deserves inclusion.  
Local Heritage Initiative 
Elisabeth Kinloch and Tony Wilkinson attended a meeting at Billinghurst Community Hall 
on 4th December, at which over 100 were present, to launch the Local Heritage Initiative 



for West Sussex. Although Brook Meadow is, strictly speaking, not in West Sussex we may 
still be eligible to apply for a grant.  Funding is available for projects valued from £3,000 to 
£25,000.    
Herb Walks in 2003 
Frances has been in touch with Steve Taylor who led the very successful Herb Walk in 
Brook Meadow this year.  Steve suggested two events in 2003, one at the end of 
April/beginning of May (at weekend) and one in July (in evening), with each event having a 
particular theme.  
Nature Hunt 2003  
We are also planning to repeat the highly successful Nature Hunt as part of this year’s 
‘Nine Days in May’ Festival.  The preliminary date we have set is Sunday 18th May, 2003.   
We hope that everyone who helped to make the event so successful this year will help 
again next year, plus any others.   
Emsworth Horticultural Society Donation 
We were delighted to receive a donation of £100 from the Emsworth Horticultural Society 
from the profits from the Emsworth Show, 2002.  A number of other local groups and 
schools also received similar donations. 
   

‘PEOPLE & PLACES’ FUNDING AWARD 
Frances and Wally attended the quarterly review meeting for our ‘People and Places’ 
Funding Award with Charlotte Walker of the BTCV on Monday 16th Dec.  All was in order 
and Charlotte approved our expenditure to date of £391.29 from the £650 advance. The 
balance of £258.71 will be carried forward and spent in the next period.   An advance of 
£1,500 for the proposed interpretation board and for a third Metroguard Sign Case for the 
south gate entrance was also approved.  The next quarterly review is scheduled for 24th 
March 2003.  Frances will be contacting contact Juli Boski at Havant Borough Council 
Planning Department to order the interpretation board, which will be similar in design to 
that of the one at Gundymore Woods. HBC are contributing £2000 towards this board.  I 
have arranged to meet the artist Marion Forster in the New Year to discuss what we would 
like to have on the board. 
 

NEW WEB SITE 
Our new web site on the HantsWeb is now up and running and our thanks go to Andy 
Brook for setting up the site for us.  There is not much on it at present, but Andy and I will be 
working together to get it running smoothly in the near future.  In time I hope to transfer 
much of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group material from my Claranet site onto this 
new one.   
The address of the new site is http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/ so have a decko.   
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting: Tuesday 21st January 2003 at 7pm at 13 The Rookery.  
Workday: Sunday 19th January 2003 meeting at 10am at the Lumley Road Gate.  
Please note the scheduled workday on the first Thursday in January (2nd January) has 
been cancelled. 
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The large Willow branch that Graham Ault hauled out of the river onto to the bank near the 
North Bridge has gone.  Washed downstream or removed?   Does anyone know?  
On Sunday 22nd Dec The river was running very high after the weekend rains and was 
going over the sluice gate and flooding into the south meadow.  All paths were very muddy.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/


Wren, Robin, Song Thrush, Great Tit and Blue Tit were heard singing. Dunnock was 
calling, but not singing, though it is singing well elsewhere.  Great Spotted Woodpecker 
was calling from Palmer's Road copse.  
Plants 
Flowering plants much as last week with 21 in flower.  Complete list is Charlock, Common 
Mallow, Common Mouse-ear, Common Nettle, Dandelion, Feverfew, Groundsel, 
Hogweed, Water Figwort, White Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Winter Heliotrope, Wood 
Avens, Yarrow, Bramble, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, False 
Oat-grass, Tall Fescue.   
Leaves of Winter Cress are coming up in many places, particularly on the mown 
"community area".  I think the plant behind the bottle bank is not Annual Mercury – the 
leaves are smooth and not toothed.   
Lesser Celandine are not usually seen flowering until the spring sunshine breaks through 
in February or March, but with global warming anything might be expected.  So, I suppose 
it was no great suprise when Ralph Hollins reported one in flower beside the Lymbourne 
stream on the Billy Trail in Havant on Friday 20th Dec.   So keep a look out for these 
delightful yellow flowers, a member of the Buttercup family, of which William Wordsworth 
wrote so endearingly.     
Fungi 
Straw Cup Fungus ("bedpan" fungus) is still flourishing on the piles of cuttings.  Another 
growth of Velvet Shank fungus has appeared on the dead tree trunk near the old gate of 
Gooseberry Cottage – it was also on this tree last year.  
Common Mole (Talpa europaea) 
Fresh Molehills are appearing in several locations on the meadow.  I counted 60 in one 
small patch on the "community area".  The bulk of a Mole’s diet is earthworms – more than 
90% in winter.  They often build up a food cache in winter in or near their nest chamber, 
consisting of many earthworms paralysed by decapitation.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
The Spoonbill  
The Emsworth Spoonbill is still here!  On Monday 16 Dec I watched it feeding in the main 
harbour channel at low water.  Then, on Sunday 22nd, after many hours scanning the mud 
Richard Creer finally saw it roosting in trees with a Grey Heron for company at the west end 
of the Great Deep on Thorney Island!  
Rat on Peter Pond  
A less pleasant sight was a Brown Rat eating scraps of bread by the seat of Peter Pond.  
Some people have reported seeing water voles in this area, but they were probably rats.  
People feeding the ducks should be warned to throw the bread into the water and not to 
drop it onto the grass where it will attract rats.  
New sluice gate for town millpond 
On Sunday 22 Dec the Westbrook Stream was in full flood after heavy overnight rain and 
was gushing into an already full millpond.  A council official was busy opening the newly 
installed sluice gate which takes flood water beneath the Slipper Sailing Club and out into 
the harbour.  He told me that the gate was still on manual control, but would be fully electric 
by the New Year.   
Millpond birds 
On Sunday there was a large flock of 134 Mallard on the town millpond, building up the 
winter peak plus 3 male Tufted Duck returning to the pond after the period of low water.   
Coot, presumably from Slipper Millpond, were milling around the area beneath The Quay 
as they tend to at this time of year – I counted 30.   
 

EARLY ROBIN PAIRING 
On Friday 20 Dec I saw 2 Robins feeding together on the grass in my back garden, with no 
hint of any aggression towards each other.  I thought this was very early for pairing up, but 



David Lack in his classic book ‘The Life of the Robin’ (p.64) indicated the first Robin pairs 
were formed in the middle of December, over 3 months before the birds nest.  He notes 
that almost all pairs will have been formed by the middle of February, though this pairing is 
quite distinct from courtship, which does not occur until just before nesting commences.  
 

Week 50: Dec 9-15,  2002 
 

GROUP NEWS  
Membership News 
We are getting to our target of 200 members faster than we thought.  Frances reports that 
almost all our current members have renewed their subscriptions and we have received a 
number of new ones, taking us to a grand total of 184.   Maybe, we should revise our target 
to 250?    

 
Newsletter and Annual Report 
Frances Brettell got the December Newsletter and the Annual Report for 2001-2002 
printed at a firm called Solicitations based in Cranleigh, Surrey.  They did a good job and, 
hopefully, we shall be able to get future Newsletters printed by them.  They were (or will be 
shortly) distributed to every member of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group.  
 
Publicity 
The group had two publicity opportunities this week.  The first was on Wednesday 11th Dec 
when we put up a display for the Hampshire Wildlife Trust Chirstmas Social.  There was 
plenty of interest in the photos of recent wildlife and a number of membership leaflets were 
taken.  The second was on Thursday 12th Dec when we had a small display for the 
Emsworth Comunity Association Open Day.  Unfortunately, there were relatively few 
visitors to the Open Day and I do not think many leaflets were taken.  
 
Workday 
The planned workday in Brook Meadow on Sunday 15th Dec was called off due to heavy 
overnight rain.  I walked over just in case anyone turned up – Debi Saunders was the only 
one.  We had a chat to David Gattrell who was clearing the rubbish out of the streams going 
through the reedbeds  leading into Peter Pond.  He would not be cutting the reeds this year, 
it is a 2-yearly cycle.  David told us he was also building a platform on the island for the 
Mute Swan nest, to prevent the nest site being flooded again.  
 

WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW  
Birds 
No change in bird activity this week with Robin, Wren, Blue Tit and Great Tit being the best 
singers and Great Spotted Woodpecker constantly calling from the trees.  
 
Plants 
Total plants in flower = 23.  Newly flowering this week were Common Mallow (Seagull Lane 
patch), Water Figwort (Lumley wet area), Annual Mercury (behind bottle bank, Bristly 
Ox-tongue ("community area") and Cut-leaved Crane's-bill (on the river bank).  The leaves 
of Cow Parsley are prominent, but no flowers as yet (though Ralph Hollins has found one 
flowering in Havant).  Water Mint is smelling as one walks through the Lumley wet area, but 
none in flower.  As you walk down the main river path from the North Bridge look out for the 
Winter Heliotrope flowering on the river bank and the bright red berries of Bittersweet on 
the meadow side of the path.  
 
Fungi 
Straw Cup Fungi are now growing on both piles of arisings and the tall Volvaria speciosa 
can be seen on the centre cuttings pile.  I found a small bell-shaped fungus with a delicate 



stem and deep brown gills growing on the "community area" which I have tentatively 
identified as Conocybe tenera or Brown Bell Cap.   
On Sunday I noticed a new growth of what I presume is Velvet Shank fungus growing on 
one of the dead Elms on the banks of the Lumley pool – you can see it from the small 
bridge at the north of Peter Pond.  I found some growing at Nutbourne yesterday.  It is a 
winter fruiting fungus typically found on Elm.  We had a similar cluster of this fungus last 
winter on a dead Elm tree near the old gate to Gooseberry Cottage drive. 
 
Mosses 
Mosses are everywhere around the meadow, but not easy to identify.  This week I 
managed to identify Cryphaea heteromalla (Lateral Cyphaea) which is growing on the bark 
of a Willow tree on the right of the path going down to the South Bridge from Palmer's Road 
Car Park.  Rod Stern found this one here last year and he found some in Hollybank Woods.  
 

THE EMSWORTH SPOONBILL 
The famous Spoonbill, which has been around the local area for several weeks, seems to 
have settled in Emsworth (wise bird).   On Thursday 12 December I was out on my bike 
delivering Newsletters in Maisemore Gardens, when I got a phone call from John Mant to 
say the Spoonbill was on the millpond right in front of his house in Bath Road!  I cycled 
round the shore to Bath Road and there was the Spoonbill busy feeding in the small pool 
near the Slipper Sailing Club.   
I went home for my scope and camera by which time it was around 3.30pm and the light 
was declining fast. I watched the bird for the next half an hour during which time it barely 
stopped feeding, either by using the characteristic sweeping action of its bill through the 
water, or by dipping its bill deep into the water.  I saw it catch several small fish which it 
swallowed with a quick lifting of its head.  On a couple of occasions the bird appeared to be 
ejecting a stream of water from it bill, presumably taken up during feeding.  
I took a lot of snaps with the camera held up to the eyepiece of the scope, but only a couple 
were of reasonable quality.  They can be seen on the web site – address below.  From the 
Homepage go to Wildlife Photos and look under Birds.  
On Friday 13 December I found the Spoonbill feeding in the small channel that runs 
eastwards from The Quay at the bottom of South Street.   So keep a eye out for this very 
distinctive and quite rare bird when you walk round the millpond.  A first for Emsworth.    
Another fine bird to look out for in the main Emsworth Channel is the Shelduck.  I found 126 
of them feeding in a line in the channel on Friday - my best ever count for Emsworth 
Harbour.  Superb birds.   
 

ROADSIDE WEED CONTROL IN HAVANT BOROUGH 
Roadsides have become a haven for wild flowers since the bad old days when they were 
sprayed with chemicals to kill-off  the so-called “weeds” (ie wild flowers).  Hence, the 
concern of all those interested in the conservation of wildlife to read in the Havant Borough 
Council magazine 'Serving You' that Councillor David Gillett wants to spend more money 
on roadside weed-killing in the Borough of Havant.  I thought Havant was short of money?   
A number of local conservationists have already written to Councillor Gillett expressing 
their concern about the effects of this very unecological policy.  If you feel strongly about 
this issue then do likewise.    
Ralph Hollins is leading the way in objecting to the proposals and he has given me 
permission to quote part of his letter to Mr Gillett:  
 “ . . . while some plants need firm control the approach of killing everything in sight is both 
unnecessarily expensive and detrimental to the quality of life which most people desire. . . 
. Money could be saved by adopting an environmentally sensitive approach to weed 
control by considering 3 points: 
1. Rather than operating on the principle of keeping all roadside grass close mown, and 
eliminating all natural vegetation from all other areas of the built environment, money could 



be saved by adopting the principle of only taking action when the vegetation presents a 
problem to residents or users of the streets and pavements.   
2. When action is necessary, use simple tools such as mowers, slashers or hoes, reserving 
the use of chemicals as a last resort.   
3. Encourage those who control the day to day management of vegetation control to 
acquire expertise in conservation management, and encouraging them (when they do not 
themselves recognise the 'quality of life value' of particular plants or habitats) to take 
advice from those who are familiar with the subject (perhaps by contact with the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust staff or local members of the Trust).”   
 

Week 49: Dec 2-8  2002 
 

NEW CONSTITUTION 
The new Constitution of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group was formally approved at 
the Extraordinary General Meeting on Tuesday 3rd December at 13, The Rookery.  This 
Constitution, written by Tony Wilkinson will enable us to apply to the Charities Commission 
for charitable status.  Copies of the new Constitution were circulated at the AGM in 
October, but if you would like a copy please apply to Frances Brettell.  There is also a copy 
is on the web site. 19 members attended the meeting, which was more than enough to 
satisfy the requirements of quorum.  After the meeting we enjoyed a little pre-Christmas 
social with wine and nibbles thanks to our hosts for the evening, Ted and Penny Aylett.  
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2001-2002 
The Annual Report for 2001-2002 will be distributed to every member next week with the 
December Newsletter.  If you do not get one, please contact Frances Brettell.  This report 
contains the Chairman’s report of the work and achievements of the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group over the past year and a statement of the accounts from the 
Treasurer.  
 

SUPPORT SOUGHT FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Frances Brettell  has been busy preparing an information pack for distrubution to local 
businesses in Emsworth, giving them information about Brook Meadow and the 
conservation project and asking them if they would like to become involved in the project by 
providing financial assistance towards a series of specific items, such as, the picnic table 
(still to be paid for), a new sign case and a wildlife interpretation board.  If you are a local 
business person then Frances Brettell would love to hear from you.  
 

ANOTHER WATER VOLE SITE IN EMSWORTH? 
Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust has received reports of water voles in a ditch 
adjacent to the recreation ground in Emsworth (Grid ref. 746 066 or thereabouts).  A 
resident claims to have seen them in the ditch from her adjacent garden!   The site is down 
on the local plan as reserve housing allocation and includes a SINC.   Hampshire County 
Council are leading on the commenting/objections due to the potential damage to the SINC 
and the potential watervole habitat.  Clare does not know which local person reported 
seeing a water vole, but she comments that people often confuse bank voles and brown 
rats with water voles.  Clare asks if we could find out more and to keep a look out for any 
water vole signs in that area.  She thinks maybe next Spring we could try and survey for 
them.   
 

WORKDAY 
Only Wally Osborne and I turned up for the workday on Thursday 5th December.  It was a 
lovely morning, the weather was fine and sunny, if a little chilly.  Wally used the brushcutter 
to clear the vegetation from around the western plantation while I did a bit of raking up.  The 
bonfire would not light – all too wet.   



We had a Robin for company most of the time during the work and I noticed a lot of what 
looks like Black Horehound growing among the Willow saplings in the plantation.  A late 
Red Admiral was flying and I saw another in The Rookery when I took the tools back to 
Ted’s garage.   
Next Workday  -  Sunday 15th Dec 10am at the Lumley Gate.  
 

ANNUAL CUT 2003 
David Sawyer came during the workday to look at the newly installed picnic table and litter 
bin.  While he was there he gave us the great news that Havant Borough Council will fund 
next year’s annual cut of Brook Meadow in full.  This will be undertaken, as in previous 
years, by Brian Cull.  One problem we need to sort out is what to do with the cuttings.  
Previously Brian has piled them up on the eastern side of the meadow, but this year, you 
will recall, one of the piles caught fire and we had to call the fire brigade to put it out.  
Clearly, we do not want that to happen again.  Ideally, they should be removed from the 
site, but limited lorry access to the site makes that difficult.  Graham Ault wondered if we 
could arrange a date well in advance when we could get a reasonable number of 
volunteers together to help HBC with the removal?    If you have any other ideas as to how 
we can deal with the stuff please let me know.   
 
See the Web site for photos of the meadow and its wildlife as well as snaps of the recent 
workdays:  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.  

 
NEW PICNIC TABLE AND LITTER BIN 

David Sawyer came to see the new picnic table and litter bin that had been installed by the 
Council’s contractors on the community area this week.   The table is fine and looks strong 
and sturdy.  However, the litter bin is less satisfactory.  It clearly needs to go further into the 
ground and is in a too prominent position.  David agreed, but thinks it might be difficult to 
move it due to its anti-vandal design.  He will have a word with the contractors and report 
back to us.  
 

SLIPPERY BRIDGE 
David Sawyer also told us that the chicken wire on the approaches to the South Bridge 
over the River Ems near Palmer's Road Car Park is to be re-nailed to rectify the rather 
shoddy nailing that is currently down.  We hope he will also put chicken wire down on the 
bridge itself, which was not done last time, since this too has become very slippery in the 
wet weather.  
 

INFORMATION BOARD 
I had a chat with Marion Forster, our local wildlife artist, and she is very happy to design an 
information board for us.  She will not be able to make a start until February since she is 
committed to doing several boards for the Chichester Harbour Conservancy, but I shall be 
meeting up with her after Xmas to discuss the design and what flowers, etc we want 
illustrated.  Marion has done a similar board for the Old Bridge Meadow Group at Bosham. 
To see it turn north off the A259 at the White Swan roundabout at Bosham.  Marion also did 
the paintings for the boards of Peter Pond and Slipper Millpond.  The Bosham board also 
has an impressive oak frame and posts, prepared by local craftsman Michael Wild.  
Frances tells me to get funding from HBC, we will have to have the same type of structure 
as the one at Hollybank Woods and Gundymore Woods because this is part of a Forest of 
Bere grant.  The only thing we can have different is the art work.  We hope the cost of this 
can be met with gifts from local businesses. 
 

WILD FLOWERS 
I counted just 18 flowering plants this week, down from 23 last week.   New this week were 
a Wavy Bitter-cress near the wooden steps in Palmer's Road copse and what I think is Tall 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


Fescue (growing from dense tufts) in the SE corner of the south meadow.  A new Wood 
Avens is flowering on the centre path into Palmer's Road copse from the car park.  There 
are more flower spikes of Winter Heliotrope on the river bank and near the South Bridge 
and more yellow Gorse flowers on the causeway.  There is a magnificient Wild Angelica 
flowering beside the south path near the South Gate.  But the Pepper-saxifrage finally 
appears to have finished flowering in the north meadow, but the plants are still standing.  
Also, missing from last week’s list were Bristly Ox-tongue, Feverfew, Meadow Buttercup, 
Red Clover, Bramble and False Oat-grass.  The complete list for this week is: Charlock, 
Common Mouse-ear, Dandelion, Groundsel, Hogweed, Purple Toadflax, Wavy 
Bitter-cress, White Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Winter Heliotrope, Wood Avens, Yarrow, 
Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, Tall Fescue, Wall Barley. 
I noticed that the large Willow tree on the west bank of the Lumley Stream that was felled 
by Council contractors earlier in the year has now almost completely gone, having been cut 
up and removed, so I am told, by a local resident for logs.   
 

BIRDS ON THE MILLPONDS 
A pair of Gadwall appeared on Slipper Millpond last week, first reported by Richard Creer 
on Nov 26, but I did not see them until Monday 2 Dec.  This was the first Gadwall on the 
pond since I started recording birds in 1993.  The sluice gates on Slipper Millpond have 
been open which means no water at times with only a central channel flowing.  Despite this 
all the regulars were present with a Cormorant finding fish in the channel and 4 Little 
Grebes having fun by slithering around on the mud in a most ungainly fashion.  The 
coral-like growths of the Tube Worm (Ficopormatus enigmaticus) were clearly visible on 
the bottom of the pond.  
John Mant, whose house overlooks the town millpond, saw 6 Red-breasted Mergansers 
fishing in the narrow channel that runs through the centre of the pond when it is empty of 
water.  These delightful birds can usually be seen fishing in the main Emsworth Channel in 
the harbour and it must have been a fine sight to see them on the millpond.   Look out also 
for Little Egrets on the millpond while the water is low.  
 

Week 48: Nov 25 – Dec 1,  2002 
 

BIRDS ON BROOK MEADOW  
The spring-like weather on Friday morning stimulated many of our local birds into song.  I 
heard Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Dunnock and Song Thrush all singing strongly on 
the meadow and I could clearly hear a distant Mistle Thrush singing its strident song from 
the Lumley Road area.  Meanwhile, the yaffle of a Green Woodpecker wafted across the 
meadow from Lumley.    
 

WILD FLOWERS 
I found the following plants in flower during the past week: Bristly Ox-tongue, Charlock, 
Dandelion, Feverfew, Groundsel, Hogweed, Meadow Buttercup, Pepper-saxifrage, Purple 
Toadflax, Red Clover, White Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Winter Heliotrope, Wood Avens, 
Yarrow, Bramble, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, False 
Oat-grass, Wall Barley.  
Winter Heliotrope is now flowering well on the river banks and we should soon be able to 
smell its sweet  aroma.  But, Michaelmas Daisies look as though they have finally finished 
for another year.  Our Pepper-saxifrage is also looking rather fragile, so I have marked it 
with 2 sticks (just north of the cenral Willow line) if you want to see it before it packs in.  Ivy 
flowers are still attracting insects and the Gorse bush on the causeway is producing more 
and more yellow flowers.  
 

MOSSES 



Mosses are growing profusely everywhere and I was very pleased to positively identify two 
of them this week (both were previously found on Brook Meadow by Rod Stern last year).   
White-tipped Bristle-moss (Orthotrichum diaphanum) is showing as little green cushions 
between the wooden boards on the North and South Bridges, actually making them rather 
slippery.  This is a small plant growing only to 1cm tall and has narrow leaves with silvery 
hair points on the ends.  
Rough-stalked Feather-moss (Brachythecium rutabulum) is growing in a mass on the 
ground where the work group cleared the undergrowth on the west side of the centre 
Willow line. This is a feathery green plant with long branched stems (up to 10cm) and 
sharply pointed oval leaves with minutely toothed edges. 
 

FUNGI 
The Agrocybe cylindracea is almost over on the old willow stump on the South Bridge.  But 
on the cutting pile near the centre Willows the Straw Cup Fungus is still going strong along 
with a few Fairies’ Bonnets.   
 

INTRODUCTION TO WORKING WITH CHILDREN IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
Frances Brettell and Wally Osborne attended this course at BTCV’s offices, near Kings 
Cross, London on 12 November 2002.  They provided the following report:  
“The course structure and content was not exactly what we had expected but was useful in 
a number of ways, including informal chats with other people on the course and BTCV 
staff.  
Through group project discussions and presentations, the following topics were dealt with: 
relevance of the national curriculum, health & safety issues, important legislation with 
respect to children andcooperating with school staff.  The limited time available meant that 
the whole course was rather ‘rushed’ with insufficient time spent on many issues. 
Nevertheless, some important knowledge and interesting ideas were gained.  
“With respect to cooperation with schools, it was recommended that we should aim to get a 
very close relationship with a school’s staff before trying to move forward into activities. If 
the staff are not enthusiastic, then you may as well give up and try elsewhere.  
The general feeling was that a lot of preliminary work would be required to get the local 
schools involved on a regular basis and that this load would fall on the already stretched 
committee members. This work would mean the BMCG, in cooperation with school staff, 
devising activities and events which ‘fit into the key stages’ of the National Curriculum.  
“Ideas put forward were: to approach the governors of a school, pay to ‘bus in’ a group of 
children for a particular event (city kids to country), hold an event for grandparents and 
grandchildren, invloving both children and our own membership.   
“The course handouts also have some useful ideas for activities and games but we ran out 
of time to explore them. Various ‘web-search’ ideas were discussed and will be followed 
up. Frances has a contact at BTCV who has promised to send her any activities specifically 
oriented at children and the environment.” 
 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
On Tuesday 3rd December at 7pm at 13, The Rookery there will be an Extraordinary 
General Meeting to formally adopt the revised Constitution of the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group which will allow us to apply for charitable status with the Charity 
Commission.  Copies of the new Constitution were circulated at the AGM in October and a 
copy is on the web site.  We need at least 15 members to attend the meeting to pass adopt 
the Constitution.  As an incentive, there will be a little Christmas celebration!   
 
FORTHCOMING WORKDAYS  - Thursday 5th Dec and Sunday 15th Dec 10am at the 
Lumley Gate  
 

NEWS FROM FRANCES BRETTELL  



Frances has been busy preparing a information pack for distrubution to local businesses in 
Emsworth giving them information about the Brook Meadow conservation and community 
project and asking them if they would care to make a monetary contribution.  She has also 
prepared 200 copies of the Annual Report all printed and awaiting distribution to all 
members with the December Newsletter.  I am hoping to make a start on the Newsletter 
sometime next week.   
Recent additions to the tools and equipment include new brushcutter trousers and a plastic 
wheelbarrow from the Emsworth hardware shop.  We now need somewhere to store it 
close to the meadow!  Any offers?   
Frances reports we now have 173 paid-up members. Most of the renewals have been in 
response to her final reminder letter, but she notes that there have been relatively few 
renewals from the Lumley area.  
 

BROOK MEADOW - ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
The South Bridge is becoming very slippery with the wet weather and it might be an idea to 
put up notices warning pepole to take care.   The SE corner of the south meadow is flooded 
to a depth of 6-9 inches.   
 

SPOONBILL IN EMSWORTH HARBOUR 
The juvenile Spoonbill that has been in the local area for the past few weeks can still be 
seen in the harbour.  I had a good view of it on Friday at low water from the Promenade and 
managed to photograph it with a Nikon Coolpix digital held up the eyepiece of my 20x 
Kowa telescope - photo can be seen on the web site.  I was suprised how scruffy it 
appeared in comparison with the sleek plumage of the local Little Egrets.  Barry Collins first 
saw a juvenile Spoonbill on Thorney Deeps on 19th October which he thinks could be the 
same bird though there was a gap of 2 weeks or so before the next sighting.  
 

BIRDS RETURN TO THE GARDEN 
Just when I was beginning to think the birds had abandoned my town garden, this week it 
was awash with birds, feasting on the seed and nutholders and on the seeds I throw onto 
the grass.  This presumably means that food is running low in the countryside.  Most 
welcome was a flock of about 24 House Sparrows which is my best garden count since 
January, though numbers do tend to swell at this time of the year.  Also recorded were 2 
Blue Tit, 1 Robin, 2 Blackbird, 40 Starlings, 2 Dunnock, 2 Chaffinch, 30 Greenfinch, 1 
Goldfinch, 1 Woodpigeon and 3 Collared Doves.  
Last week I reported having seen a male Blackcap in my back garden feeding on the red 
“berries” of a Crab Apple tree (Malus).  Well, this week I was even more exited when, on 
one occasion, I saw both male and female Blackcaps feeding on the Malus tree.  I 
managed to get photos of them – which can be seen on the web site.   Has anyone else 
seen them?   
 

HOLLYBANK WOODS 
These lovely woods in the north of Emsworth are well worth a visit at this time of the year if 
only for the colour of the leaves and the general smell of autumn.  There are not many birds 
to be seen, but this week I did find a large flock of Long-tailed Tits uttering their various 
contact calls.  Their pink, black and white plumage could be easily seen.  There was also 
plenty of mosses and fungi.  Of the fungi I found several quite large Clouded Algaric 
toadstools, one Stinkhorn and a tightly bunched group of Sulphur Tufts on a tree stump.  
There was also a bright yellow cup-shaped Puffball growing at the base of an old tree 
stump, which had opened up to reveal a mass of brownish spores inside the cap.  On the 
basis of its size and colour I am inclined to go for Common Earth Ball.  There is a photo on 
the web site.  

 
 



 
Week 47: Nov 18-24,  2002 

 
BIRDS  OF LATE NOVEMBER 

Here are some of the birds you can expect to see and hear around the meadow in late 
November.  Robin and Wren are the most prominent with several to be seen and heard in 
the trees and bushes around the meadow.  Dunnock can be heard calling (listen for its thin 
squeaky calls) and occasionally it sings its simple warbling song.  Blue, Great and 
Long-tailed Tits are always active in the trees.  Great Tit is also singing well.  Song Thrush 
is elusive and not singing regularly as yet.  One or two Chiffchaff  are active in the trees - 
listen for soft whistles and occasional “chiff-chaff” song.   
A Great Spotted Woodpecker is always around giving loud explosive “tchiks” from the top 
of trees.  You need to patient to find Goldcrest which is a tiny active bird with thin squeaky 
calls and Goldfinches are also around the meadow and can heard twittering.   
Three or four Woodpigeon are usually in the trees or flying across the meadow and flocks 
of Starlings fly around overhead before coming to roost in trees.   
Keep your eyes skinned for the blue flash of a Kingfisher when walking near the river.  Grey 
Wagtail is much easier to see with its yellow rump, tail-wagging and flitting about on the 
edge of the river.  Little Egret is regular visitor to the river and perches in tall trees and a 
Grey Heron also sometimes comes down to the river looking for fish.  A pair of Mallard are 
regular visitors to the river for a bit of early courtship.  A Sparrowhawk may be seen flying 
powerfully (with flap, flap, glide) across the meadow. Magpies and Carrion Crows are a 
fairly common sight and Gulls constantly fly overhead between the harbour and their inland 
feeding stations.  
A cock Pheasant has been seen strutting around the meadow recently and last week I 
found a Cormorant in the Lumley pool – ignoring the “No Fishing” notice!     
 

WILD FLOWERS IN NOVEMBER 
There is no change in the wild flowers from last week with 25 plants flowering in the 
meadow:  Black Horehound, Bristly Ox-tongue, Charlock, Common Comfrey, Common 
Mallow, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Daisy, Dandelion, Feverfew, Groundsel, Hogweed, 
Meadow Buttercup, Michaelmas Daisy, Pepper-saxifrage, Red Clover, White Dead-nettle, 
Wild Angelica, Wood Avens, Yarrow, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual Meadow-grass, 
Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Wall Barley.  
 

CONFIRMATION OF AN UNCOMMON GRASS 
I met Pete Selby the official flora recorder for South Hants last Monday and he confirmed 
that the grass we found growing beside the path going down to the south gate earlier this 
year was the hybrid Fescue X Festulolium loliaceum.  The Hants Flora rates the grass as 
“local”, ie not common.  It is one of the 7 old meadow indicators we have growing on Brook 
Meadow.  It is quite distinctive, a bit like Perennial Ryegrass, but its spikelets are larger and 
more spaced-out along the stem.  It is a hybrid between Meadow Fescue (Festuca 
pratensis) and Perennial Ryegrass (Lolium perenne) - hence its name.   
The Collins Pocket Guide to Grasses (p.50) describes and illustrates two forms of 
inflorescence: 1. a spike with unstalked spikelets and 2. a panicle with spikelets unstalked 
at the top but stalked lower down. I have found examples of both forms. Although Rose 
(p.114) reports that it is common in meadows with its parents, we have still to locate 
Meadow Fescue. Interestingly, 'The Flora of Hampshire' (p.273) gives Emsworth 7506 
(presumably Brook Meadow) in 1951 as one of its recorded sites. 
 

DAMAGE TO WATER VOLE HABITAT 
Two Jack Russell type dogs have recently been seen digging into the banks of the River 
Ems in Brook Meadow.  This is potentially serious because of  the presence of Water Voles 



all along this stretch of the river.  A similar incident occurred last year when a Jack Russell 
dog dug into the river bank and was seen killing a water vole.   
The Water Vole is the most endangered mammal in Great Britian and is protected under 
Schedule 5, Section 9(4) of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.  The new Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) makes it an offence to damage, destroy or obstruct 
access to water vole burrows and to disturb water voles.  Offenders could be imprisoned 
for up to 6 months.  
On Thursday 21 November, 2002 it was reported in The Daily Telegraph that a Wiltshire 
farmer who destroyed a water vole burrow was the first person to be convicted under the 
new legislation.  He was fined £750 and ordered to pay £150 costs.   
 

DONATION OF TOOLS 
We are very grateful to Bob Smyth a retired conservationist now living in Emsworth (and a 
member of the group) for donating some tools surplus to his requirements.  Bob is a former 
Chairman of the London Wildlife Trust and in 1987 he published a comprehensive guide to 
over 300 urban nature sites in England, Scotland and Wales.  If Bob were writing the book 
now he might well have included Brook Meadow.  The book is called “City Wildscape” and 
was published Hilary Shipman, London in 1987.  Bob has kindly donated a copy of his book 
(which I have at present).  

 
BTCV COURSE  ‘WORKING WITH CHILDREN’  

On Tuesday 12th November 2002 Frances Brettell and Wally Osborne attended a course 
in London organised by the BTCV called Working with Children’.  Report to follow next 
week.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
The sluice gates have been open which means the water has been low in the millponds 
prevent the flood waters building up.  On the town millpond there has been no change in 
Mute Swan numbers (44), but Mallard are up to 116 and building towards the winter peak.    
The Mute Swan pair are usually on one of the two Hermitage ponds together with 2 Little 
Grebe, 4-5 Cormorants, 50+ Mallard, 50+ Coot, 4 Moorhen and the usual collection of 
gulls.  A small wall of bricks has been built on Swan island on Peter Pond to raise the level 
of the island, maybe?    
In the harbour look out for 20+ very handsome Shelduck and small flotillas of Red-breasted 
Merganser.   
 

SONG THRUSH SONG A MONTH EARLIER THAN EXPECTED? 
Ralph Hollins reports hearing Song Thrush singing loudly just before dusk in The Sling 
area of Stansted Forest near Rowlands Castle.  He has also heard another Thrush singing 
in his garden at least three times since Nov 13 and a number of other reports indicate that 
Song Thrushes generally have started singing regularly about a month earlier than he 
would normally expect.  Have you heard one yet?  Let me know.  
 

BLACKCAPS IN GARDENS 
At 9am on Sunday 24th November I was delighted to see a male Blackcap feeding on the 
bright red fruits of a Crab Apple (Malus) in my back garden, but it did not attempt to take 
any of the seeds or apples that I put out for the garden regulars.  This is likely to a bird 
which has flown across from the continent and will winter here.  All our summer migrants 
will have left for Africa by now.  If you see a Blackcap in your garden please let me know.   
They are particularly partial to apples and sponge cake!   
 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
On Tuesday 3rd December at 7pm at 13, The Rookery there will be an Extraordinary 
General Meeting to formally adopt the revised Constitution of the Brook Meadow 



Conservation Group which will allow us to apply for charitable status with the Charity 
Commission.  Copies of the new Constitution were circulated at the AGM in October and a 
copy is on the web site.  We need at least 15 members to attend the meeting to pass adopt 
the Constitution.  As an incentive, there will be a little Christmas celebration!   
 
FORTHCOMING WORKDAYS - Thursday 5th Dec and Sunday 15th Dec 10am at the 
Lumley Gate  

 
Week 46: Nov 11-17,  2002 

 
BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW  

Birds in the meadow are coming to life as they rehearse for spring.  Dunnock and Song 
Thrush were singing for the first time this winter, but neither of these birds is likely to be 
heard regularly for another month or so, Song Thrush in December and Dunnock not until 
February.  Other birds to be heard singing are Wren, Robin, Great Tit and Chiffchaff with 
Great Spotted Woodpecker calling from the tops of tall trees around the meadow.   On 
Wednesday I found a Grey Wagtail on the edge of the river and a Kingfisher flashed by as 
I stood on the North Bridge.  Also seen were Grey Heron, 8 Carrion Crows and 2 Magpies.  
 

MAMMALS 
At about 3pm on Sunday Jean and I watched a Water Vole swimming from one bank to the 
other in the river just above the North Bridge.  I was told that a Roe Deer was in the 
meadow during the week. 

 
WILD FLOWERS  

A total of 25 plants were flowering in the meadow this week including new ones - 
Cut-leaved Crane's-bill on the river bank and Wood Avens along Lumley Path.  The 
complete list is: Black Horehound, Bristly Ox-tongue, Charlock, Common Comfrey, 
Common Mallow, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Daisy, Dandelion, Feverfew, Groundsel, 
Hogweed, Meadow Buttercup, Michaelmas Daisy, Pepper-saxifrage, Red Clover, White 
Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Wood Avens, Yarrow, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual 
Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Wall Barley.  
Following a conversation with Ralph Hollins I had another look at what I have been calling 
Winter Cress near the Gooseberry Cottage cuttings pile.  It is clearly not Winter Cress, the 
flowers have 4 quite separate yellow petals, but is Charlock which has previously flowed on 
the causeway.   
Prompted by Ralph Hollins’s report of Winter Heliotrope flowering in Havant I had a look at 
some sites of this plant in Emsworth.  There was none flowering in Brook Meadow, either 
on the river banks or near the South Bridge, and none on the road embankment south of 
Peter Pond.  However, I did find three spikes in flower on the A259 embankment by the 
Surgery, west of the roundabout in the centre of Emsworth.  You should soon smell the 
sweet scent of their flowers in many places.  
 

RUSHES 
Rushes are coming up in the wet area north of the Willow line.  The clumps of tall round, 
spiked leaves are Hard Rush with ridged leaves, which you can feel if you run your finger 
nail round a leaf.  This distinguishes it from Soft Rush which has smooth leaves.  A clump 
of Soft Rush grows on the west bank of the River Ems near the concrete “look-out” on the 
path through Palmer's Road copse.  There is also a patch of Jointed Rush coming up in this 
area with dark green leaves. Its leaves are flat and have a number of evenly spaced ridges 
which can be seen and felt by running one through your fingers.  
 

SEEDLESS ASH TREE 



I have commented before that the large Ash tree growing on the railway embankment 
appears to have had no seeds.  John Gowen from the Havant Wildlife Group informs me 
that Ash trees are sometimes purely male or purely female or a mixture of both.  So, this 
one is probably male, thus its lack of seeds.  *** Note tree full of seeds in 2003 – must be 
female.   
 

FUNGI  
I had another close look at the “mystery fungus” on the Willow stump by the South Bridge 
which I am now inclined to think is our old friend Agrocybe cylindracea.  I picked several 
samples all of which had the smell of “old wine casks”, as described in Phillips.  The one I 
picked last week, which smelt musty, must have been an odd one.  But, I am still puzzled 
(a) by the strongly decurved gills and (b) by the size of the caps which are all considerably 
larger than the 4-10cm mentioned in both my fungus books. The largest of the caps 
measured 21cm across.   
 

RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Our membership currently stands at 155 members, 33 of which are new members.  But, 35 
of the people who were members last year have not renewed this year yet.   If you are one 
of these it is never too late to renew your subscription.  Still only £3 per person.  Send it to 
Frances Brettell, 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth, PO10 7NR.  Or drop it into me at 11, 
Bridge Road if that is easier.  

 
GROUP WORKDAY - Sunday November 17 

This morning’s workday was attended by 6 members.  The weather was fine, though the 
ground was very wet after heavy overnight rain.  David, Jill, Ann and myself completed the 
clearance of the area around the centre line of Willow trees.  There is now a lovely vista 
looking north from the causeway.  We plan to keep this new area cut for community use.  
The two Grahams cleared-up the garden rubbish that had been fly-tipped inside the gate at 
the end of Seagull Lane.  If this area were tidied-up a little it might help to discourage this 
activity.  Graham Ault looked for the Alder Buckthorn saplings that we planted earlier in the 
year below the causeway and which have been overtaken by the growth of rank 
vegetation.  It was a difficult job, but he managed to locate 14 of the 30 planted.  Let’s hope 
we can find the others.   
 

Future Workdays - Thursday 5th Dec and Sunday 15th Dec. 
 

PLANNING FOR STEPS AND A RAMP 
Pete Roberts of the BTCV came over to Brook Meadow during the workday to measure up 
for the steps that we plan to build from the raised footpath to provide easy access down to 
the meadow.  Pete took measures for three sets of steps, one in the NE corner, one near 
the North Bridge and the other along the main river path.  The steps will be constructed 
from sleepers in the same way as the steps behind the seat.  Pete also measured up for a 
shingle ramp up to the eastern end of the causeway.  Pete will report back to the group on 
the materials needed and it will be up to us to order them. Havant Borough Council have 
agreed to share the cost.  Pete will also organise a BTCV course on site to teach us how to 
construct the steps and the ramp.  
 

SPARROWHAWK STUNS ITSELF 
On Sunday Penny Aylett told us that a friend of hers in Lumley Road had what she thought 
was a Buzzard fly into her conservatory window and stun itself.  Magpies were seen 
harassing it and pecking at its tail feathers before it finally recovered and flew off.   I am 
pretty sure the bird was not a Buzzard but a female Sparrowhawk which is a large bird 



approaching the size of a Buzzard and which does sometimes crash into windows as it 
chases after small birds.   
 

SPOONBILL IN EMSWORTH 
On Saturday 16th Nov at 3.45pm Barry Collins left a message on my answering machine 
that a Spoonbill was in the creek next to Emsworth Sailing Club.   When I heard the 
message it was 4.30pm and getting dark.  I rushed down there and met Barry on the way 
home.  He told me the bird had left and was now out of sight on the mudflats near Fowley 
island.  However, since the bird had been on Thorney Deeps during the week he thought it 
might hang around for a while.  So keep a look out and let me know if you see it.  The 
Spoonbill is a very scarce, but increasing visitor to this area, most frequent in spring and 
autumn, but recorded in every month.  The Spoonbill bred in Britain until the 17th Century, 
but now the nearest breeding colonies are in the Netherlands which is where most of the 
birds we see come from.   
 

MID TIDE COUNTS IN THE HARBOUR 
Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy is planning a series of mid tide bird 
counts.  Quite a lot is known about what birds do at high and low water, but not much about 
what happens inbetween. The mid tide counts is a new initiative to generate some 
systematic information about the period in the middle of each tide, both rising and falling.   
The weather was fine on the morning of Wednesday 13th Nov so I did a preliminary recce 
of the mid tide situation in Emsworth Harbour on a falling neap tide.  
Overall, not much happened in the 2 hours I was there.  A large flock of about 1,000 Dunlin 
were feeding on the large mudflats in the south with only a few coming up to the main 
harbour.  There was a scattering of Brent Geese, Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Redshank, 
Greenshank and Curlew mainly feeding on the rocky east shore below where I was 
standing, joined later by a single Black-tailed Godwit.  Hundreds of Gulls gradually 
collected on the emerging logs and rocks in the centre of the harbour as the tide fell.  A few 
Shelduck and Red-breasted Mergansers appeared in the channels.  Clearly, further counts 
on both falling and rising tides are necessary to get a clearer picture of the behaviour of the 
birds in the harbour.   

 
 

Week 45: Nov 4-10,  2002 
 

WILDLIFE OF BROOK MEADOW 
Birds 
Great Tits came to life in Brook Meadow this week with several singing their “teacher” 
song.  Robin and Wren were also singing, but still no Dunnock song, though Ralph Hollins 
has heard Dunnock singing in havant so it should not be long before they start here.  On 
Thursday after the end of the workday Tony Wootton watched a Goldcrest for a couple of 
minutes by the south bridge – the smallest British bird.  A regular user of the meadow told 
me he had seen a cock Pheasant in the meadow and he remembers it being here at this 
time last year.  
 
Flowering Plants 
The number of flowering plants is gradually falling as winter approaches.  This week I found 
26 plants in flower in the meadow with 19 herbs, 3 trees and shrubs and 4 grasses.  The list 
is as follows: Black Horehound, Bristly Ox-tongue, Common Comfrey, Common Mallow, 
Common Mouse-ear, Common Nettle, Daisy, Dandelion, Groundsel, Hedge Mustard, 
Hogweed, Michaelmas Daisy, Pepper-saxifrage, Purple Toadflax, Red Clover, White 
Dead-nettle, Wild Angelica, Charlock, Yarrow, Bramble, Common Gorse, Ivy, Annual 
Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass, Wall Barley.   



Lots of Hard Rush is coming up in the wet area north of the Willow line.  It has round, spiked 
leaves with ridges - you can feel the ridges if you run your finger nail round a leaf.     
 
Fungi 
This is the best time of the year for fungi and many have been found in Brook Meadow this 
week, including several new to the meadow.   
On Tuesday I found old friend Agrocybe cylindracea on the old Willow stump by the South 
Bridge, a Field Mushroom inside the South Gate and King Alfred's Cakes on an old tree 
stump on the west bank behind the Palmer's Road industrial units.  I also found three new 
species for Brook Meadow which Jim Berry helped to identify.   
Straw Cup Fungus (Peziza vesiculosa) - This cup-shaped fungus with very tough flesh was 
growing in abundance on the pile of cuttings near the Willow line.  Cup has an inrolled 
margin with ragged edges.  
Volvariella gloiocephalia (Volvaria speciosa) – A single mushroom was growing on the pile 
of arisings near the centre Willow line.  It is a medium to large argaric with whitish cap, 
greasy when damp and has pink gills.  Habitat on on dung heaps, rotted straw, manure, 
compost heaps.   
Two-toned Crumble Cap (Psathyrella hydrophyla) or Brick Caps (Hypholoma 
sublaterituim) ?? 
A clump of these dark brown fungi were growing on the old Willow stump by the South 
Bridge.  We are  not sure about this one.  The sample was too young, so I will look at them 
again later.  
During the Workday on Thursday we found more interesting fungi including two new ones 
for Brook Meadow.  Here are my tentative identifications:  
Crepidotus variabilis - Several examples of this fungus were found growing on a small 
dead branch.  It has  a white kidney-shaped caps, though at 3cm across the caps were a 
little larger than they should have been according to the books.  Because of its large size 
Jim Berry thinks it could be Crepidotus mollis, but the sample does not look like the pictures 
in the books.    
Meruliopsis corium – This one is a white crust growing along small twigs, quite tough.  The 
edges were turned up and it had a brownish tinge.  Under the microscope the surface is 
pitted.  According to my book it fruits late summer to spring on dead branches of 
broad-leaved trees and is “infrequent”, ie not common.  Jim thinks we should consider 
Coniophora puteana.   
 

RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Another reminder – sorry if you have already renewed your subscription to the Brook 
Meadow Conservation Group, but there are still a few that haven’t and Frances has asked 
me to keep nagging!  Membership has now reached 150, which is where we got to last 
year, and it is still only November.  That is excellent news, but we would like to get to 200 by 
the end of the year.  So please help us (a) by renewing your own subscription if you haven’t 
done so yet and (b) by encouraging friends and family to join the group also.  Subscription 
is only £3 per person.   
By the way, if you joined the group in or after August 2002, you do not have to renew your 
membership until next September.  

 
ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

 
Commemorative crosses on North Bridge 
At this time of the year two little cross signs with poppies are pinned to the North Bridge in 
memory of the two airmen who died in an aircraft accident over Brook Meadow in 1944.  I 
noticed the two crosses had been pinned to the bridge at the beginning of the week, but 
sadly they did not survive until Remembrance Day, having been torn off and cast into the 



river below.  One of the poppies can still be seen resting on the river bank below the bridge. 
What can one say?        
 
Palmer's Road Car Park tidy-up 
With the North Street enhancement work coming to a close workmen have startied to 
tidy-up the area on the eastern edge of Palmer's Road Car Park where building materials 
have been stored.  I believe Mark Wilson (when he was at Havant Borough Council) told 
me that the contractors were obliged to return the site to its original condition.  We shall 
have to keep an eye on this work to see that this happens.  This edge was remarkably rich 
in wild flowers and several bushes in the north eastern corner were destroyed and should 
be replaced.   
 

GROUP WORKDAY – Thursday November 7th 
The workday took place in lovely autumn sunshine with a cool NW wind.  Eight members 
attended.  The main task was to continue the clearance of undergrowth from around the 
central line of Willow trees.  Wally and Frances did the strimming while Jill, Marjorie, Pat, 
Graham and Tony raked-up the cuttings and trimmed the some of the lower branches from 
the trees.  We decided to put all the cuttings into a bonfire pile in the open meadow.  
Meanwhile, I cut the "community area" with the power scythe and did a bit of general 
tidying-up.  We all felt we had achieved a good morning’s work with the area around the 
Willows now looking very much better.  However, there remains much more to be done in 
this area.  Later that afternoon Frances, Wally and I met in the meadow to burn the bonfire.  
Once we got it started it burnt well and the next morning there was very little left.  This might 
be a better strategy for cuttings in the future than simply to pile them up somewhere, 
though it is a little un-ecological.   
 

WILDLIFE WATCH VISIT 
I am very pleased that we have agreed a new date for the visit of Sally Church and the 
Havant Branch of Wildlife Watch for a conservation work session in Brook Meadow on 
Saturday 8th February 2003.  Their earlier visit for October 13th had to be cancelled due to 
bad weather.  Wildlife Watch is the junior section of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and we 
welcome their visit to Brook Meadow.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds on the Millponds 
This week over 40 Mute Swans were on the town millpond (relatively few for the time of 
year), 78 Mallard and 3 Tufted Duck.   The 2 Little Grebe are still to be seen on Slipper 
Millpond along with up to 4 Cormorants, the Mute Swan pair, about 20 Mallard, 40 Coot 
and a Moorhen which seems to have taken a liking to to the large raft.  On Peter Pond there 
are usually about 40 Mallard plus a white duck and 2 Coot.   
 
Bryophytes in Hollybank Woods 
On Saturday 9 November Rod Stern of the British Bryological Society led the Havant 
Wildlife Group through some of the wetter areas if Hollybank Woods in the search for 
mosses and liverworts.  Rod had previously surveyed the woods last year and found 33 
mosses and 12 liverworts.  Many of those identified last year were found again plus a few 
that were not on last year’s list.  Contact me if you would like a copy of Rod’s list.  

 
Week 44: Oct 28 to Nov 3, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE IN BROOK MEADOW 

Birds 



Robin and Wren were singing.  Chiffchaff, Dunnock, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Long-tailed Tit 
were calling.  Two Great Spotted Woodpecker were regularly calling from the trees.  
Goldfinch and Goldcrest were seen feeding in NE plantation and Grey Wagtail on the river.  
 
Wild Flowers 
A total 30 flowering plants were recorded in the meadow this week, including 22 herbs, 3 
trees and shrubs and 5 grasses.  Newly flowering this week was a single plant of Hedge 
Mustard on the newly cut "community area".  I found more examples of Pepper-saxifrage 
flowering on the north meadow.  A patch of dark green leaves of Jointed Rush can be seen 
near the isolated willow in the north meadow.  Its flat leaves have a number of evenly 
spaced ridges which can be seen and felt by running one through your fingers.   The bright 
red berries of Hawthorn and Pyracantha are prominent and a few rose hips.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Mystery Digging 
The mystery digging in the north meadow that I mentioned in last week’s report is solved.  
Graham Ault tells me that he saw a man with a metal detector looking for buried items. I 
wonder what he was looking for and if he found anything of interest.  Was he looking for the 
remains of the Mosquito plane, referred to on the metal plaque on the North Bridge, that 
crashed here in 1944?   If anyone knows any more I would like to hear from them.  Graham 
stressed  that though metal detectors are relatively harmless, they do have the potential to 
encourage substantial digging and damage to plants so clearly, this is an activity to be 
discouraged on the meadow.  
 
Clearance of storm damage 
On Friday Nov 1 Graham Ault and I cleared two fallen branches that came down in the 
recent storms.  One from the river near the North Bridge and the other from the path in 
Palmer's Road copse.  The river branch was too large to haul off so we left it on the bank for 
the HBC men to remove.  There are also some other overhanging branches in this area 
that need lopping.  I have informed Andrew Skeets of Havant Borough Council.  Graham 
also cleared debris from the river while I tidied up the pathways in Palmer's Road copse.   
A branch has been lopped off a large Willow tree on the west bank of the Lumley Stream 
and the resulting logs stacked on the bank side.  Ted Portwin tells me that this work was 
done by the Bud Tree Surgeons, presumably at the request of Havant Borough Council?   
 
Steps down to the meadow 
An elderly gentleman who regularly walks his dog through the meadow mentioned the 
need for some steps from the raised path down onto the meadow since he had difficulty 
getting down.  I was able to assure him that we have a paln to construct some steps near 
the North Bridge.  I think we should also consider building ramps down from the raised 
paths at the various points regularly used by walkers. Incidentally, this same gentleman 
told me how pleased he was with what the group had achieved, even though at first he was 
unhappy about the work.  He described the view from the new seat as like looking across 
an amphitheatre.   
 
Peoples Places Award Scheme 
I visited the BTCV Peoples Places Award Scheme Web Site and here is an extract about 
us:  
“The Brook Meadow Conservation Group are to restore Brook Meadow - a local green 
space, which is in the middle of Emsworth. Brook Meadow is a 4 acre wet meadow and 
wooded area owned by Havant Borough Council but it has not been managed for the last 
10 years. The group want to encourage the urban community to enjoy the benefits of this 
green space and to learn about wildlife conservation.. Brook Meadow is close to these 
areas, and the group aim to involve as many people in this area as possible in the project, 



as well as strengthening links with local schools for environmental education. The group, 
based in Emsworth nr Portsmouth were awarded £6,317.80” 
 
 
 

GROUP NEWS 
GPS Mapping of meadow 
John Carter who did the GPS  mapping on 26th October has installed the mapping 
program plus the GPS data he recorded in the meadow on Frances Brettell’s computer.  It 
all works very well but Frances needs to become familiar with how to use it properly before 
she circulates the results.    
 
Working with Children in the Environment 
Frances and Wally Osborne have booked places on the Working with Children in the 
Environment course 
taking place in London on 12th November.  The course is given by British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers.  
 
New tools and equipment 
Frances has purchased two long handled pairs of shears and a safety helmet for use with 
the strimmer.  She is hoping to buy another wheelbarrow next week before the next 
workday as well as more protective clothing for using the strimmer. Money for these items 
will come from the People's Places grant.   
 
 

RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Frances Brettell tells me that membership has now reached 150, which is where we got to 
last year, and it is only November.  That is excellent news, but we would like to get to 200.  
So please help us (a) by renewing your own subscription if you haven't done so yet and (b) 
by encouraging friends and family to join the group also.  A membership form is attached 
for this purpose.  Subscription is only £3 per person.   
If you joined the group in or after August 2002, you do not have to renew your membership 
until next September. 

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Emsworth Harbour 
On Thursday morning I spent an hour at low water counting the birds in the harbour from 
the marina seawall.  As usual, the harbour was full of gulls with over 2,000 Black-headed 
Gulls, 200 Herring Gulls, 30 Common Gulls, 1 Lesser Black-backed Gull and 1 Great 
Black-backed Gull.  There were over 50 Brent Geese with a couple of juveniles.  Waders 
included nearly 400 Dunlin, plus small numbers of Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, 
Oystercatcher, Curlew, Greenshank and Grey Plover.  Little Grebe and Cormorant were 
fishing in the channel.  A Kingfisher flew past me, as I was standing on the seawall, 
heading for the town.   
 
The Millponds 
In late afternoon, large numbers of gulls can be seen actively using the two Hermitage 
millponds for a wash and brush-up on their way to their harbour roosts from a day feeding 
on inland fields and the tip.  I saw the first Tufted Duck of the winter, back on the town 
millpond on Sunday afternoon.  
 

DECLINE IN HOUSE SPARROWS 
The general fall in numbers of House Sparrows in Great Britain is now well-known.  I do 
counts of garden birds for the Garden Birdwatch scheme of the BTO and have also noticed 



a significant fall in House Sparrows visiting the garden of my present house in Bridge Road 
over the past 5 years.  The weekly mean counts averaged out over the year are as follows: 
1998 = 15.4, 1999 = 14.1, 2000 = 10.8, 2001 = 8.5.  The figure for the present year so far 
shows a further decline to 7.7.  So it looks as if the decline is continuing, though at a slower 
rate.  I would be interested to hear from any other Garden Birdwatch members about their 
House Sparrow numbers.   
Just why House Sparrows are declining so rapidly is a bit of a mystery, even to experts at 
the British Trust for Ornithology, though changed farming practices over the past 30 years 
are thought to be a major cause, ie early sowing of crops, lack of winter stubble and use of 
chemicals.   

 
Week 43: Oct 21-27, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE IN BROOK MEADOW 

Birds 
Not a great deal of bird activity in the meadow this week.  Robin and Wren were the best 
singers with the squeaky call note of the Dunnock much in evidence.  Great, Blue and 
Long-tailed Tits were heard and an occasional Goldcrest.  Keep a look out for Kingfishers, 
particularly around the Lumley Stream and the River Ems.  On Saturday a Little Egret was 
constantly flying to and from the river and a Grey Wagtail was tail-wagging and flitting 
about on the edge of the river.  Little Egrets are a fairly common sight on the river during the 
winter months, but they are nervous birds and are easily put up by walkers on the path.   
 
Insects 
Only 2 butterfly sightings this week.  I saw and photographed a fresh Red Admiral on 
Thursday and Frances Brettell saw a Peacock on Saturday afternoon.  
Also on Saturday, male and female Common Darters were seen by the Havant Wildlife 
Group.    
 
Plants 
28 flowering plants were found on the meadow this week.  Michaelmas Daisies remain the 
best show, by far, but Ivy are the most attractive to insects.  Pepper-saxifrage is still 
flowering in the north meadow and the Gorse bush on the causeway is flowering for the first 
time this winter.  
Fleabane and Prickly Sow-thistle appear to have finished.   
 
Fungi 
In the middle of the week a couple of Shaggy Ink Caps were showing nicely just inside the 
Seagull Lane gate, but by the weekend they have dissolved into a black inky mess.  On 
Saturday, Jim Berry of the Havant Wildlife Group identified the fungi growing near the line 
of Willows as Liberty Cap – more popularly known as “magic mushrooms”.  
 

VISIT FROM THE HAVANT WILDLIFE GROUP 
On Saturday 26th October I was joined by 7 members of the Havant Wildlife Group for a 
walk round the millponds and harbour of Emsworth, before finishing up in Brook Meadow 
for a welcome break on the seat.  They all thought the meadow was much improved since 
their last visit last year, both in wildlife value and appearance.   
A total of 46 bird species was recorded during the whole walk, the best of which were 
Kingfisher on  Dolphin Lake and Shelduck and Greenshank in the harbour.  While we were 
in the meadow the group were delighted to see our “resident” Little Egret flying to and from 
the river and a Grey Wagtail feeding beside the stream. A Goldcrest was heard in the trees.  
The fungi growing near the centre Willow line was identified as Liberty Cap.  Male and 
female Common Darters were seen in this area and a late hibernating 7-spot Ladybird.   



The group spent some time inspecting the Pepper-saxifrage which is flowering in the north 
meadow, comparing the leaf structure with those illustrated in the filed guides.  We found 
another plant nearby.  The mystery earth disturbances in the north meadow were 
discussed and human activity was considered the most likely cause.  
The Havant Wildlife Group are locally-based members of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust who 
meet every Saturday morning throughout the year for nature-based walks. In summer the 
focus is mainly wild flowers, but in winter the attention turns to birds.  If you would like more 
information about the group please contact me at the address/phone/e-mail below.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Mystery diggings in the north meadow 
Several patches of recently dug earth have appeared in the north meadow immediately 
opposite the North Bridge.  They are certainly too substantial for moles and do not look like 
the work of dogs or any other animals.  One theory is that someone has been looking for 
buried objects located with a metal detector,  maybe from the aircraft that came down in the 
meadow during World War 2.  Any information gratefully received.  
 
 
Logs in the Lumley Stream 
Many of the logs that have been sawn off the fallen Willow tree on the west bank of the 
Lumley Stream have inevitably found their way into the stream, partly blocking the flow of 
water.  Since this is a stream that sometimes floods they need removing.   
 
Improved vistas 
The recent clearance of undergrowth from around the centre line of Willows during the last 
workday has created a very pleasant vista looking north from the causeway.  I hope we 
shall be able to do more work in this area in future workdays.   
 
After effects of the weekend storms 
I had no takers for the last Brook Meadow Conservation Group guided walk of the year on 
Sunday 27th October, not very suprising really in view of the overnight rain and ongoing 
storm force winds.  I had a walk round the site to see what had come down. The Goat 
Willow by the Lumley Gate has keeled over, but may survive.  There are lots of small twigs 
scattered around and two large Willow branches, one across the centre path into Palmer's 
Road copse from the car park and the other across the river and the path near the North 
Bridge.  Help to move these before the next workday (not until 7th November) would be 
much appreciated.   
 
GPS mapping of meadow features 
On Saturday 26 October, Frances Brettell and I met John Carter from the Park Wood 
Conservation Group to assist in mapping the main features of the site using a Trimble GPS 
surveyor which John had hired for a week.  John will be passing on the results to Frances; 
they will be marked on a map of Brook Meadow and will be available to members.  Having 
such a detailed map of the meadow’s features will of help particularly in wildlife surveys 
and in management plans for the meadow.  
 

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Emsworth Millponds 
Mute Swans were pretty scarce on the millponds this week with only 31 on the town 
millpond and the regular pair on the Peter Pond/Slipper Millpond complex.  However, there 
were plenty of Mallard about with 88 on the town millpond, 52 on Peter Pond and 8 on 
Slipper Millpond.  Coot numbers remain high on Slipper Millpond, with 40 counted this 



week.  Good news was that 2 Little Grebes were back on Slipper Millond for the first time 
this winter. Sea-buckthorn is displaying its orange berries on the east of Slipper Millpond. 
 
Emsworth Harbour   
The harbour is gradually filling up with Brent Geese, with over 200 there this week, plus a 
few juveniles. Shelduck are back in the harbour for the first time this winter.  On Thursday I 
found a colour-ringed Black-headed Gull with yellow over white rings on both legs. This is 
not the first time I have seen this particular bird in Emsworth since I previously recorded it 
on two occasions on Slipper Millpond in February and March 2001.  I have sent details to 
the person keeping records of ringed gulls and should hear back soon about about when 
and where it was ringed and where it has been seen since.  
The small channel running that runs from the millpond beside Emsworth Sailing Club is 
always a good spot for getting close-up views of wading birds.  On Saturday, members of 
the Havant Wildlife Group obtained a very nice view of 2 Greenshank feeding in this 
channel.  On one occasion a few years ago we saw a Spotted Redshank in this channel. 

 
 

Week 42: Oct 14-20, 2002 
 

BIRDS  
Robin and Wren were regularly singing with occasional bursts from Great Tit, Blue Tit and 
Chiffchaff , the latter from the bushes near the gasholder.  Dunnock is still calling, but 
should be giving its sweet warbling song very soon.  Long-tailed Tits can be heard in the 
trees and Great Spotted Woodpecker regularly gives its chipping call from high trees.  A 
Sparrowhawk flew powerfully across the meadow towards Lumley during the Workday on 
Sunday morning, with its typical flap-flap-glide flying technique.  Magpie and Woodpigeon 
were also seen and Black-headed Gulls were flying to and from the harbour overhead.  
 

PLANTS 
Flowering plants are getting more difficult to find with 26 herbs and 5 grasses the total for 
this week.  However, there was a new plant for the Brook Meadow list with a flowering 
Feverfew on the bank of the Lumley Stream by the old concrete bridge support.   Also, 
newly flowering were Ribwort Plantain and Hedge Woundwort.  There is a nice flowering 
plant of Pepper-saxifrage (one of our old meadow indicators) in the north meadow, just 
west of the island of Reed Canary-grass.  I am fairly sure the grass flowering in the SE 
corner of the south meadow is Tall Fescue from its very conspicuous tufts.   
As you enter Brook Meadow from the end of Seagull Lane you will undoubtably notice the 
strong sweet scent of the Ivy flowers on the large bushes just inside the white gate.  These 
flowers are highly attractive to insects at this time of the year.   
Common Fleabane has almost finished flowering, but I had written Water Mint off too 
quickly, since I found a large number of flowers in the wet area north of the Lumley Gate.  
Bristly Ox-tongue is flowering well and there are a number of fresh rosettes of basal leaves.   
There are hips on the rose bush along the north path.  Suprisingly, there are no seeds to be 
seen on the mature Ash which overhangs the River Ems near the railway embankment.  
The Stag's Horn Sumac on the east side has a luxuriant growth of leaves, but no flowers.  
There are lots of fresh Field Horsetails coming up in the north meadow, north of the willow 
line.    
I noticed that the red-leaved Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) which is 
growing profusely in the hedge along the path leading from Seagull Lane to the railway 
arch has spread onto the Seagull Lane patch – so adding another species, albeit an 
escape, to the Brook Meadow plant list.   
 

OTHER WILDLIFE 



The clump of Agrocybe cylindracea in the Willow stump by the North Gate has 
disappeared.  Gone naturally, or taken by a fungus gourmet?   
A Common Toad was disturbed during the clearance of undergrowth by the workday group 
on Sunday morning.  This is the first time we have seen one on the meadow, though being 
mainly nocturnal in their habits they are not easily seen. Penny Aylett rescued it from the 
strimming and placed it in dense vegetation on the other side of the meadow.   
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Despite the rain on Sunday 13th October the group on the BTCV strimmer course 
managed to do some strimming in the south meadow near the South Gate.   
I met a worker from the Environment Agency who was checking that no trees had come 
down in the river during the storms.  I congratulated him on the river bank cut this year 
which was not only neat, but was sensitive to the needs of the Water Voles.   
More logs have been cut from the old Willow on the east bank of the Lumley Stream near 
‘El Rancho’ and stacked on the bank, ready to remove.   
 

APPLICATION FOR CHARITABLE STATUS 
One of the issues we have recently been engaged with is the possibility of the group 
becoming a Registered Charity.  We are not sure, but given the level of our income, this 
may be a legal requirement.  However, we have decided to take the plunge and apply for 
charitable status and Tony Wilkinson has been working hard writing a new Constitution for 
the group as required by the Charity Commission.  Copies of the new constitution are 
available.  If you would like a copy of the proposed new Constitution please e-mail Wally 
Osborne at wjn@wosborne.fsbusiness.co.uk  Wally would appreciate your comments not 
later than 3rd December when we shall be having a special general meeting to finalise the 
constitution.  
 

WORKDAY – Sunday 20th October 
The rain which was forecast did not materialise so we had a very enjoyable and productive 
morning’s work in the meadow.  The turnout was good with 10 members attending 
including most of the regulars and newcomer Lesley Harris.   Graham Walgrove, David 
Search and Lesley cut and raked the "community area" in front of the seat.   The rest set 
about clearing the undergrowth from around the line of Willows that cuts across the centre 
of the meadow.  Wally used the new brush-cutter to cut through the dense undergrowth 
while the rest raked up and trimmed off the lower branches of the trees.  This work will not 
only generally improve the appearance of the meadow and the vista from the south, but 
also open up the area for wild flowers.   I used the power scythe to cut a new path around 
the west side of the meadow.  Meanwhile, Graham Ault cleaned the debris from the river 
and then joined Debi Morris to look for the 30 newly planted Alder Buckthorn trees that are 
now hidden in the rampant growth below the causeway.  They found a few of the saplings, 
but many remain well buried, hopefully not unduly damaged by the experience.   

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Emsworth Harbour  
There were plenty of birds in the harbour this week with over 90 Redshank and 58 Brent 
Geese dominating.  Look out for young Brent Geese with white lines on their wings.  Other 
birds to see include Little Grebe, Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Greenshank, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Curlew and Dunlin.  Gulls are dominated by over 1,000 Black-headed Gulls, but 
you can also find a good few Herring Gulls and Common Gulls among them with the 
occasional Great Black-backed Gull and Mediterranean Gull as well 
 
Nutbourne Bay  
The bay at Nutbourne is also well worth a visit at low water when it is packed with geese, 
ducks and waders.  On Thursday I found 208 Wigeon and 96 Teal close to the shore.  I also 
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spotted a pair of Pintail near the far Chidham shore.  In the channel there were 6 Great 
Crested Grebe.  Scattered around the area were 5 Shelduck.   All the common waders 
were represented, including a large flock of several hundred Dunlin.  There were at least 
100 Curlew which are always more numerous here than in Emsworth Harbour and I also 
spotted about 70 Black-tailed Godwits – from Emsworth Harbour?   There was a 
colour-ringed Greenshank, but it was standing on one leg every time I focused on it so that 
would not be much use to Pete Potts.  Walking back along the path towards Farm lane I 
had a good view of 2 female/juvenile Reed Buntings in the hedge.  
 
Ems Valley  
On Thursday morning I walked by the River Ems from Emsworth to Westbourne and back 
via Lumley.  Wren, Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Chiffchaff were heard singing.  Dunnock 
was calling everywhere, but not yet singing.  Other sightings included Green Woodpecker, 
Long-tailed Tits and Jay. 2 Little Egrets and 1 Grey Heron were in the fields.  I disturbed 4 
Green Sandpipers during my walk along the river, though I suspect that there were only 2 
or 3 birds.  Green Sandpipers regularly spend the winter along this stretch of the River 
Ems.   
I had an excellent view of a Water Vole feeding and swimming upstream beneath the small 
bridge between Constant Springs and Lumley Mill.  This is the first time I have seen a vole 
in this area.  It confirms the positive Water Vole signs that were found in this area during 
our survey for the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.   
 

 
 

Week 41: Oct 7-13, 2002 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Business Meeting 
The AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group took place on Wednesday 9 October 
from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.  It was attended by 18 members.  I 
read the Chairman’s Report for the last year and Frances Brettell read her Treasurer’s 
Report and presented the accounts.   
All three officers and two members of committee were reappointed and we had three new 
nominations all of which were elected to serve on the committee making a total of eight.   
The Committee is now Chairman: Brian Fellows, Secretary: Wally Osborne, Treasurer: 
Frances Brettell, Committee Members: Elisabeth Kinloch, Ted Aylett, Tony Wilkinson, 
Graham Ault and Debi Morris.   
Some discussion took place over membership subscriptions, but it was decided to leave 
them at the present level of £3 per person.  A motion was passed authorising the 
committee to pursue charitable status for the group.  This involves amending the 
constitution in accordance with the demands of the Charity Commission and convening an 
Extraordinary General Meeting on Tuesday 3rd December to approve the new constitution.  
More details will follow on this important issue.   
 
Talk by Anne de Potier 
Following a 15 minute break for tea and coffee Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy gave a very interesting illustrated talk on the management of Fishbourne 
Meadows.  She outlined a little of the history of the meadows and gave details of their 
management over the last 10 years or so by the Conservancy.  Interestingly, they too have 
Water Voles in the stream that runs through the meadow, but the Environment Agency do 
not see the need to clear that stream as they do the River Ems.  They also have Water 
Shrews which, so far, have not been confirmed in Brook Meadow.   Someone at last year’s 
AGM did ask about Water Shrews and in the first Water Vole survey in May Clare Bishop 
did find a small dropping which could have been from a Water Shrew, but we have not had 



that confirmed.  Southern Marsh Orchids grow in some numbers in Fishbourne Meadows 
which we do not have as yet in Brook Meadow.  However, I am encouraged to learn that 
just 4 were discovered in Fishbourne Meadows some 10 years ago when the management 
began and now there are over 350.  So there is still hope!  Anne was given a £15 Book 
Token in gratitude for coming to speak to us.   
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS IN BROOK MEADOW  
Birds 
Wren had added its voice to that of the Robin in the meadow this week.  I got a photo of one 
of the Wrens settled on the litter bin near the South Gate.  The Chiffchaff has also resumed 
its metronome-like song for the first time this autumn near to Gooseberry Cottage.   
 
Insects 
A Speckled Wood was flying in the sunshine in Palmer's Road copse and rested awhile on 
some nettles to allow me to take a close-up photo.  Common Darters, both male and 
female were seen flying and perching near the river.  A brown woolly bear caterpillar (of the 
Garden Tiger Moth) was crawling along the path.  They hibernate when young and resume 
feeding in the spring.   
 
Plants 
Flowering plants are much as last week with a Fescue (not sure which one) newly flowering 
in the SE Corner. Michaelmas Daisies are still showing very well, particularly around the 
causeway.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 
Next workday 
Sunday 20 October at 10am meeting at the Lumley Gate.   
 
Wildlife Watch visit cancelled 
Due to non-stop rain, Sunday’s visit to Brook Meadow from Sally Church and the Havant 
Branch of Wildlife Watch sadly had to be cancelled.  Wildlife Watch is the junior section of 
the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and the children had hoped to do some conservation work in 
the meadow.  However, I hope we shall be able to arrange another visit in the not too 
distant future.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Brent Geese return 
The Brent Geese are back in Emsworth Harbour about 2 weeks earlier than usual. I 
counted a total of 94 at low water this week, including 3 juvenile birds – the young birds 
have white lines on their folded wings.  Each winter a survey of the number of young Brent 
Geese is conducted by birdwatchers throughout the country in order to determine how well 
the breeding went.   
The proportion of young birds goes up and down from one year to the next depending on 
things like weather at the breeding sites and the abundance of Lemmings -–the fewer the 
Lemmings the more Fox and Owl predation of young geese.  The last good year was in 
1999 when almost 25% of the geese were juveniles.  Some years, as in 2000, there are 
almost none. Last year the proportion was only about 6%.  I wonder how they did this year?  
Early reports from the breeding sites are not promising.   
 
Other birds in Emsworth Harbour 
Apart from the Brent Geese there are lots of other birds to see in the harbour at low water.  
At present Black-tailed Godwits and Redshank dominate the scene with a few 
Oystercatcher, Grey Plover and Curlew.  But soon the Dunlin will be here in their hundreds, 
feeding in their characteristic ‘knitting machine’ action.   



Probably the best birds to look out for at present are the Greenshank and the Little Egrets.  
At one point last week I watched 8 Little Egret and 4 Greenshank feeding in close proximity 
in the channel that comes from the direction of the marina and Slipper Millpond.   
   

 
Week 40: Sept 30 – Oct 6, 2002 

 
Just in case you were wondering what happened to the last two weekly reports, I have 
been on holiday in Montreal, Canada where, with more than a little help from some local 
birders, I managed to see plenty of lovely birds and a few rather nice butterflies, including 
the amazing Monarch and Viceroy.   But there was nowhere quite like Brook Meadow!! 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS IN BROOK MEADOW  
Birds 
Robin was the only bird I heard singing on the meadow, though Dunnock, Wren, Blackbird, 
Chiffchaff, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit and Great Spotted Woodpecker were heard calling.   
Magpie, Carrion Crow and Woodpigeon were seen and a small flock of House Sparrows 
could be heard chattering in the bushes along the track to the railway arch, particularly 
around dusk.  They often come onto the meadow to feed.   
A regular dog walker told me she had seen a Kingfisher fishing in the river above the North 
Bridge on three occasions in the last week, but I did not find it. 
Water Voles 
I was pleased to see a water vole swimming in the river above the North Bridge where 
there are several substantial burrow holes in the river bank.  Clare Bishop of the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust who organised the recent water vole survey of the River Ems tells me that so 
far the two sections passing through Brook Meadow are the only ones with positive results.   
Insects 
The only Butterflies I saw this week were one rather tatty Red Admiral, a Small White and a 
pair of Speckled Woods “sparring” in the South Meadow.   
A female Common Darter with a brownish body perched obligingly to allow me to get a 
close-up photograph of her and a Southern Hawker dragonfly made a close inspection of 
me as I walked through the meadow.   
Plants 
I found 38 plants in flower during a couple of walks through the meadow, including 3 
grasses (Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot and False Oat-grass).  The best show 
undoubtably comes from the Michaelmas Daisies, particularly those growing around the 
causeway.    
There is now a green glow over the meadow as the grasses and nettles quickly re-establish 
themselves in the cut areas.  A number of Hogweed flowers can also be seen dotted 
around the cut areas of the meadow plus several patches of fresh Red Clover.   
Both white and purple forms of Common Comfrey are flowering in several areas.  Ivy is 
now in flower in many places, though in general only the 5 sepals and 5 stamens are 
clearly visible. The bright yellow flowers of Fleabane are hanging on here and there, but 
Water Mint flowers appear to have vanished completely.   
The small patch of Common Mouse-ear and Common Field Speedwell can still be seen on 
the "community area" infront of the seat.   Just a few a few plants of Water Figwort have 
escaped the Environment Agency’s strimmers near the South Bridge.    
Fungus 
A small growth of the rare fungus Agrocybe cylindracea is growing on the Willow stump 
immediately to the south of the North Bridge as it did last year. It has a pleasant smell, 
rather like old wine casks and is rather nice to eat (I tried it last year and am still here to tell 
the tale!).  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 



The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday - 9 
October from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.  This is the same venue 
as last year.  If you come by car you can park in South Street Car Park free in the evening.  
The centre is the next building down South Street from the Blue Bell pub.   
We hope to have displays with photos of the wildlife of Brook Meadow and workdays.   
After the business meeting there will be a break for light refreshments before Anne de 
Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy talks about the management of Fishbourne 
Meadows.   
Please come along if you can to give your support to the group.    
 
 
 

WORKDAY  
Wally Osborne was joined by Jill Meesom for the workday on Thursday 3rd October.  They 
did some useful work on path clearance and litter collection.  Wally noted that the river is 
beginning to collect fallen leaves and other debris and will need some attention on the next 
Sunday workday.  We noted a wooden pallet hurled into the nettles on the meadow bank 
near to the 'S' bend in the river and also the beginnings of a kid’s stepping stone bridge at 
one point.  
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   
Frances Brettell tells me that over 100 members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
have already renewed their subscriptions for 2002-2003 which is very good news.  If you 
are one of these then thank you.  If not then please renew quickly.  Your support is vital if 
we are to protect this lovely area from potential development.   
 

ANNUAL RIVER CLEARANCE 
The annual river clearance of the River Ems by the Environment Agency was carried out 
on Tuesday 1st October carefully monitored by Frances Brettell.  Clare Bishop of the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust also came over from Eastleigh to make sure the work was being 
done in acordance with the rules for water vole sites.  Clare says they did a really good job 
leaving all the left bank uncut, plus some vegetation in channel. They cut it all by hand and 
she took a couple of 'action shots' for use in talks to illustrate 'good practice' cutting.  They 
call it a 'green' or 'conservation' cut.  Next year they will just cut the other bank. Clare was 
really pleased because they took into account our Water Vole survey results which, 
hopefully, will set the standard for future work on the Ems.   
Frances had a very interesting conversation with Dave Martin the leader of the team who 
cuts the river bank who told her there was a problem with the culvert at the Old Flour Mill, 
which needed to be repaired and was causing a flow back into the Ems. If this was sorted 
Dave reckoned they may not need to clear the Ems at all.  
 

NEW WEB SITE 
Andy Brook has set up an new web site for the Brook Meadow Conservation Group with 
50mb of web space on Hampshire County Council's webserver Hantsnet.  The address is: 
http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html   Andy is putting index markers in place 
at present and mapping out the space for a template.  As public access via search engines 
has not been activated yet the "index.html" has to be added after the last "/" as above to 
view the front end and test pages.  
Once the web site is ready to go live the "index.html" will be dropped and the address will 
be http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/   At present there is a test page in place in 
order to assess access speeds etc to the server. Once completed Andy and I will talk about 
layout and content.  Meanwhile continue to use my own personal site below for all recent 
news about the meadow, etc.  
 

http://www.hants.org.uk/brook-meadow/index.html


OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Emsworth  Millponds 
I found 62 Mute Swans on the town millpond on Thursday of this week.  I could not see any 
in the harbour, but the tide was low and they could have been further out in the channel.   
The regular pair of Mute Swans were back on the Hermitage Millponds this week and on 
Sunday I gather were entertaining drinkers in the garden of the Lord Raglan pub with a fine 
courtship display.   
I counted a total of 102 Mallard on the 3 millponds, but did not check the marina where 
there are usually some more.   
Coot numbers continue to rise on Slipper Millpond where I counted 52 – a new record.  
There were another 2 on Peter Pond.  But this is nothing to the vast numbers on Chichester 
Gravel Pits where over 1,000 can usually be seen.   
 

 
Week 37: Sept 9-15, 2002 

 
BIRDS 

Robins can now be heard singing their sweet wistful song everywhere.  And three 
Chiffchaff were singing their “chiff-chaff” song in different parts of the meadow on Sunday.  
Others heard singing on the meadow this week were Wren, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, 
Blue Tit and Great Tit (“teacher-song”) for the first time this autumn.  Great Spotted 
Woodpecker and Dunnock were calling.   
 

INSECTS 
Butterflies are on the wane, with only Speckled Wood, Comma, Red Admiral and various 
Whites being seen this week, but Craneflies are now on the wing in some numbers.   
I had another good look at, and photographed, the fly which, last week, I identified as a 
Horntail.  I am now confident that it is Amblyteles armatorius – no English name, alas 
(see Chinery’s “Guide to Insects” p.230).   This is an ichneumon fly which is very common 
on umbels and other plants during summer.  It has a yellow abdomen, long and slim, with a 
dark ‘tail’, yellows legs and long antennae.  It has a distinctive yellow triangular scutellum 
on its thorax.  Its larvae are parasitic on many caterpillars. There is a photo on the web site.  
On my misidentification, Ralph Hollins warns on the need to check the scale used in 
Chinery's drawings - the Horntail is shown lifesize whereas the Ichneumon is shown twice 
lifesize (and still looks smaller than the massive Horntail whose body is 3 cm long without 
the 1 cm ovipositor sticking out at the back) - a Horntail is as obviously larger than most 
other similar insects as a Hornet is larger than a Common Wasp.  
I photographed an obliging male Southern Hawker in the wet south meadow - bright green 
with a blue ‘tail’ and blue ‘cheeks’.  I also recorded one last year.  They are very common in 
lowland England in mid to late summer.  Flight season July-October.  They will often fly 
quite close to people inspect them before returning to their regular beat, but are quite 
harmless!  Photo on web site.  
 

WILD FLOWERS 
Most wild flowers are now on the wane, but Michaelmas Daisies have just started to open 
their flowers around the causeway to give a nice autumn showing.  Wild Basil is also 
flowering on the edge of the SE corner of Palmer's Road Car Park where the path goes 
down to the South Bridge - a new one for the Brook Meadow plant list.  This plant with its 
pleasant minty aroma has a long history of use as an air-freshener.  Incidentally, just in 
case you were wondering what the red colour was along the edge of the river, it is not a dye 
as one person suggested to me, but is the natural colour of the roots of the Crack Willow 
trees.  
 

WATER VOLE SURVEY 



On Tuesday 10th September about 20 people met up with Clare Bishop of the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust in Brook Meadow for a training session in the identification of water vole 
signs, ie, burrows, latrine sites and feeding remains.  After the session the group were 
divided into sub-groups of 3 or 4 people and allocated different sections of the River Ems to 
survey in the next week or so.  The results will be sent to Clare who will collate them and 
prepare a paper on water vole activty in the River Ems for publication in the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust magazine.  Photos taken in the session are on the web site.   
On the 12th and 16th of September I joined Andrew Shaw an HWT volunteer, Peter and 
Heather Archer and Liz Heath to survey the stretch of the Ems from the A259 in the south 
to the A27 in the north. As expected, we found a great deal of evidence of water vole 
activity in the section of the Ems that passes through Brook Meadow.  However, we also 
discovered two new areas of water vole activity.  One was in the short section of the river 
south of the A259 just before it disappears into the culvert that takes it beneath the Old 
Flour Mill and into Dolphin Lake. The other area of water vole activity was in the section of 
the Ems north of Constant Springs where it runs through the currently neglected tree 
plantation.   
At about 6pm on Monday 16th September while waiting for the Brownies to arrive I saw a 
pair of Water Voles skipping around on the river bank in Palmer's Road copse. 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   
Frances Brettell tells me that over 70 members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
have already renewed their subscriptions for 2002-2003 which is very good news.  If you 
are one of these then thank you.  However, this means about 70 of you have yet to renew.  
This is a gentle reminder just in case it has slipped your attention.  I am attaching another 
renewal form for you to use.  Community support is vital if we are to protect this lovely area 
from potential development – and that means you!   

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday 9 
October from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street – the same venue as last 
year.  If you come by car you can park in South Street Car Park free in the evening.  We 
shall have displays showing the wildlife of Brook Meadow and photos of the meadow and 
workdays.  There will be a break for refreshments.  After the business meeting Anne de 
Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy will give a talk about the management of 
Fishbourne Meadows.  Please come along to give your support to the group.    
 

WORKDAY – Sunday 15th September 
This morning’s workday was attended by 11 members: Graham Ault, Pat and Graham 
Wallgrove, Penny Aylett, Jean Fellows, Malcolm Taylor, Pat Attridge, Jill Meesom, Mark 
Wilson, Jane Noble and myself.  The weather was fine and warm.  The main task was to 
break up and spread the piles of cuttings from the annual cut that had caught fire last 
Sunday.  This was heavy work and was completed successfully by 10 members of the 
group.  The effect is not so neat as before, but much safer.  The high temperature inside 
some of the piles clearly confirmed the need to break up the piles.  Meanwhile I used the 
power scythe to cut the community area in front of the seat and trim off a couple of the 
paths.  I also took a few snaps of the work, a selection of which may be found on the web 
site.     
 

ANNUAL RIVER CLEARANCE 
The annual river clearance of the Ems by the Environment Agency has been delayed and 
will probably be carried out at the end of this week.  The Environment Agency has 
confirmed that the cutting in Brook Meadow will be limited to the west bank of the river only, 
so as to avoid unnecessary disturbance to the Water Voles.  Since I shall be away I would 
be grateful if other members using the meadow could keep an eye on the work to make 



sure these instructions are carried out by the men on the job (last year they said they knew 
nothing about the limited cutting instructions).  
 

JUBILEE TREE PLANTED IN HOLLYBANK WOODS 
On Friday 13th a group of about 20 Friends of Hollybank Woods assembled on the old 
Holly Lodge site in the woods to witness the planting an English Oak tree by David Willetts 
MP to mark the Queen’s Jubilee.   The tree was donated by Havant Borough Council and 
chosen by Andy Skeets the arborist with the council who was present to assist with the 
planting.  If you are interested in supporting local conservation efforts then you really 
should also join the Friends of Hollybank Woods. Contact Anna Williams for an application 
form on 01243 375502 or e-mail williamsint@compuserve.com    
or visit their web site http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/ 
 

PEOPLE’S PLACES GRANT 
On Monday 16th September Frances Brettell, Wally Osborne, Elisabeth Kinloch and I met 
with Charlotte Walker of the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers to complete the 
formalities for the award of a People’s Places Grant to the Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group which amounts to about £6,317 over 2 years, mainly for tools, training, information 
boards and publications.  
 

VISIT OF LOCAL BROWNIE GROUP 
On the evening of Monday 16th September I was delighted to lead a group of 24 girls and 
their leaders from the 4th Emsworth Brownie Group in a walk into the meadow.  This was in 
part preparation for their Conservation Badge.  We gathered on the South Bridge where I 
told them about our Water Voles which some reported having seen with their parents.  We 
then walked onto the meadow itself where I explained what the group were doing to 
conserve the meadow and its wildlife.  Asked to guess what animals lived on the meadow 
the children came up with all the regulars, plus a few unlikely ones, such as, Hare and 
Raven!   When I was asked if they could explore the whole meadow I said “Sure, off you go” 
which led to an explosion of yellow tunics racing hither and thither over the field. Their keen 
eyes spotted a number of pretty snail shells of which one young lady assembled quite a 
collection.  To see such young people enjoying the openness of the meadow was a great 
experience and amply reinforced what the group are are trying to achieve.  

 
Week 36: Sept 2-8, 2002 

 
FIRE ON THE MEADOW - Sunday 8th September 

Helen Hitchens phoned me at about 6.30pm on Sunday evening with the news that there 
was a fire in the meadow and that she had phoned the Fire Brigade.  I went over and 
opened up the Lumley Gate as they arrived.  The fire was in the stack of cuttings that Brian 
Cull had piled up by the centre line of willows.  The fire was spontaneous, caused by the 
build up of heat inside the stack.   It took 8 firemen almost 2 hours to put the fire out, by 
raking off the cuttings and damping them down with a hose.  The fireman told me that the 
pile of cuttings were likely to re-ignite and should be removed with some urgency.  The 
other stack of cuttings in the north-east of the meadow is also at risk and also needs to be 
removed.  
So, if anyone can help out with this work on Monday evening please give me a ring 
on 375548 or just turn up in the meadow at around 6pm, with a garden fork.    
 

WATER VOLE SURVEY 
Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust has organised a training session in 
preparation for a Water Vole survey of the River Ems.  She has contacted all those people 
who put their names down on the list at the talk given by Graham Roberts on 18th July.  If 
you would like to join in please come along.  All are welcome.  We shall meet this 

mailto:williamsint@compuserve.com
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/


Tuesday 10th September at 6pm in Palmer's Road Car Park.   Wellington boots (or 
waders, if you have them) are necessary.   Clare hopes to organise people into groups of 
two or three to carry out a survey of the River Ems as far as Westbourne in the following 
week.   
 

ST AUBIN-EMSWORTH TWINNING ASSOCIATION – Sunday 8th September 
On Sunday afternoon I led a walk through Brook Meadow for the St Aubin-Emsworth 
Twinning Association.  Over 30 people attended which made leading and talking to the 
group very difficult.  However, I think they all enjoyed the experience.  Some of us walked 
through the fields to 2 Oakmeadow Close where we were served with tea, scones and 
cakes by Christine Howell. I distributed membership forms and stressed to need to sign up 
to help protect the meadow from development.   
 

WORKDAY – Thursday 5th September 
Brian Fellows, Tony Wooton, Graham and Pat Walgrove, David Search and newcomer, 
Malcolm Howard spent a very pleasant and productive morning in the meadow on a warm 
and sunny day. David and Graham did a good job in cutting and raking the "community 
area" in front of the seat.  Pat did an excellent job in tidying-up the area around the Lumley 
Gate, clearing the nettles and brambles from around the new sign-case and the dog bin 
and clearing the grass from around the steps and the seat.  Tony and Malcolm had a look 
for the pallets, logs and other rubbish that kids had dumped into the river, but our “river 
man”, Graham Ault, had obviously beaten us to it.  Thanks Graham!  Tony and Malcolm 
tried to clear the vegetation from around the 30 Alder Buckthorn saplings that we planted in 
the spring, but most of the trees were too deeply embedded in the rank vegetation, so this 
job will have to wait until later 
.  

ANNUAL RIVER CLEARANCE 
The Environment Agency will be carrying out their annual clearance of vegetation from the 
River Ems, probably in the week beginning 9th September.  I have spoken to Paul Smith, 
the EA Conservation Officer, and to Stuart Johnson and Phil Pett, the local Flood Defence 
Officers.  They confirmed that the cutting in Brook Meadow will be limited to the west bank 
of the river only, so as to avoid unnecessary disturbance to the Water Voles.  However, I 
shall endeavour to be present when the work starts to make sure the instructions are 
carried out by the men on the job (last year they said they knew nothing about the limited 
cutting instructions).  The Environment Agency is taking the conservation of Water Voles 
very seriously and in the last two years have carried out a policy of making “conservation 
cuts”.  Early reports indicate the new policy is having a positive effect, with an increase in 
water vole sightings throughout the area.  
 

ENVIRONMENT MATTERS 
The brickwork has been repaired (by Railtrack?) on the retaining wall in the NE corner of 
the meadow, where the River Ems emerges from the tunnel under the railway.  
Someone has taken a chain-saw to the large Willow opposite “El Rancho” in Lumley Road 
that was felled by HBC earlier in the year.  The resulting logs have been piled up on the 
bank – not a good idea! 
Fred Portwin is also a little concerned at the state of the water in the lower Lumley Stream 
and feels the sluices at Lumley Mill need be opened up to allow more water to flow through 
to clear the scum, etc.   

BIRDS 
Bird activity is starting to pick up again as autumn approaches.  Robins were singing 
sweetly and Wren occasionally burst into song.  Collared Doves and Woodpigeons were 
crooning as usual and Dunnock and a host of Tits can be heard calling from the trees.  On 
one morning I heard 3 Chiffchaff calling in different parts of the meadow – a soft whistle. 
Great Spotted Woodpecker called from trees at Lumley.  



 
INSECTS 

Butterflies are on the wane with just Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and Whites and Speckled 
Woods being seen this week, plus a Red Admiral caterpillar. Banded Demoiselles are still 
fluttering around the vegetation near the streams.  I also saw a fly with a long, bright yellow, 
abdomen which I tentatively identified as a Horntail, so-called from it prominent “tail” 
(ovipositor) (Chinery p.222).   
Spiders are everywhere and, when walking, it is difficult to avoid disturbing their beautifully 
constructed webs.  Garden Spiders (Araneus diadematus) with the cross on their backs 
are very numerous, but more  prominent are the Araneus quadratus spiders with their large 
swollen abdomens in colours varying from yellow to brown and with 4 distinctive pale spots 
on their back (see Chinery’s “Guide to Insects” p.303).  On Thursday the work group 
watched one of these spiders catch and wrap up a Small White butterfly and another catch 
a substantial “wasp-like” insect in its web.    See photos on web site. 
 

WILD FLOWERS 
There are still plenty of wild flowers to see in the meadow.  This week I counted a total of 53 
plants in flower, including 5 grasses.  Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, Creeping Thistle and 
Common Ragwort are showing well in the Seagull Lane patch.  The trumpets of Large and 
Field Bindweed are also very prominent in this area.   
Common Comfrey is a prominent plant on the raised bank to the west of the north meadow.  
It has large bristly leaves and clusters of tubular white flowers.  Common Comfrey can be 
distinguished from White Comfrey (which grows on the banks of Slipper Millpond) by its 
strongly winged stems.   
The bright yellow flowers of Hoary Ragwort also show up well on the raised bank.  Hoary 
Ragwort can be distinguished from Common Ragwort by its narrow leaves which are 
covered with downy hairs giving them a greyish appearance.   
Our solitary patch of Hemp Agrimony can be found adjacent to the “green island” of Reed 
Canary-grass north of the willow line in the centre of the meadow.   
The uncut area around the causeway is a blaze of colour with Fleabane, Red Bartsia and 
Water Mint showing particularly well.  Look out also for the tiny fruits of Strawberry Clover.  
On the causeway itself there is a magnificent Spear Thistle in flower near the seat.  The big 
yellow flower in the uncut area by Lumley is Prickly Sow-thistle.  In this area look out also 
for the delicate Pepper-saxifrage standing tall above the grasses.   

NEW PLANTS 
I found 3 new plants to add to the Brook Meadow list this week which takes it to 211 for this 
year and 238 in total. I still have not located Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus geradii) which was 
last recorded in a Hampshire Wildlife Trust survey in 1998.  The new plants were:  
(1) A single, rather stunted, tuft of Grey Sedge (Carex divulsa ssp divulsa) is growing on 
the west side of Lumley Road about 20 yards north of the entrance to Gooseberry Cottage 
driveway.  There is a much better specimen further down Lumley Road outside of Rookery 
Cottage.   
(2) A robust plant of Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) is growing on the river bank opposite the 
sluice gate. Soft Rush has a smooth stem, Hard Rush has a ridged stem.   
(3) There is a tall sapling growing beside the Lumley Path where it meets the drive to 
Gooseberry Cottage which I assume is a Common Lime (Tilia x europaea), but the leaves 
are very large.  Most of the leaf characteristics fit Common Lime OK - oval with toothed 
edges, alternately spaced up the stem, with hairs in the vein axils and reddish stalks.  But 
the leaves are up to 6 ins (15cm) long and 4 ins (10cm) wide.  It could possibly be a  
Large-leaved Lime (Tilia platyphyllos), though the other characteristics do not fit.  Or 
maybe young Common Limes have larger leaves.  Can anyone help?  
 



See the Web site for photos of some of the wildlife mentioned in this report as well as snaps 
of the recent workday. http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Brook 
Meadow.  

 
Note: Frances Brettell has a new e-mail address - brettellf@ntlworld.com  

 
Week 35: Aug  26 – Sept 1, 2002 

 
ROE DEER 

Tony Wilkinson was back in the meadow again after his operation on Friday 23 Aug, but his 
message arrived too late for last week’s report.  He had a wonderful view of a single Roe 
Deer just after passing the new sign by the north bridge.  It had obviously been disturbed by 
a person with two spaniels (not intentionally) who had been walking along the stream 
below the railway line. The deer cantered off gracefully across the cut area and 
disappeared, after sniffing the air, into the seat area but out of sight to me. There have 
been one or two previous sightings of deer psssing through the meadow. 
 
Comment from Ralph Hollins 
Another unexpected find last week in Brook Meadow at Emsworth was a Roe deer - the 
deer had probably wandered there from some fairly distant home area, but the sighting 
could have been the result of the recent mowing of the dense cover which has been 
present up to now this summer, and which could have hidden a whole troop of deer resting 
during the day and very unlikely to be disturbed by humans or their dogs.  
 

WILD FLOWERS   
The total number of flowering plants found on Brook Meadow in the last 2 years now stands 
at 235 of which 192 have been recorded so far in 2002.  The total includes 158 herbs, 31 
trees and shrubs, 29 grasses, 12 sedges, 4 rushes and 1 horsetail.   
Currently showing well on the meadow are the bright yellow flowers of Fleabane and the 
purple flowers of Water Mint, particularly near the causeway to the Lumley Gate.  
Pepper-saxifrage is standing tall in the wet Lumley area, in bud, but not in flower.  Wild 
Carrot is flowering on the South Bridge and Duckweed in the river below the bridge.  False 
Oat-grass is flowering for the second time.  
In the patch at the end of Seagull Lane Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, Amphibious Bistort, 
Field Bindweed, Mugwort and Bittersweet are flowering well.  Graham Ault cut down the 
Japanese Knotweed on the west bank near the gasholder to prevent it spreading onto the 
meadow.  Blackberries are still on the bushes but are going rapidly.  

ENVIRONMENT 
As I suspected when it was put down by HBC contractors earlier in the year, the wire 
netting on the ramps leading to the south bridge by Palmers Road Car Park has started to 
tear on the eastern side of the bridge. If it gets worse it could be a hazard for people 
walking over the bridge and needs repairing now. I have asked David Sawyer to attend to 
it. 
 

THE EMSWORTH SHOW 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group had a very successful day at the Emsworth Show 
on Bank Holiday Monday 26th August.  We had lots of visitors to our stall, including many 
old friends and familiar faces.  David Willetts our local MP came for a chat during which he 
and I discovered our common Birmingham origins (and practised our old Brummie 
accents!).   David said how much he appreciated reading our weekly news missives from 
Brook Meadow which brighten up his days in his office in the House of Commons.  During 
the show we gave out over 100 membership leaflets, enrolled 12 new members and had 
several membership renewals.  Frances’s “Find the Water Vole” game again attracted 
many younger visitors who all left with a prize. A special thanks to Graham and Pat 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/
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Walgrove for erecting the gazebo and to Debbie Robinson for constructing the banner.  
Thanks also to the following for their help on the stall during the day: Frances Brettell, Tony 
Wilkinson, Elisabeth Kinloch, Debi Morris, Debbie Robinson, Graham Ault, Jill Meesom, 
Tony Wootton and Jean Fellows.  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday 9 
October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street. The guest speaker will be Anne de 
Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy who will talk about the management of 
Fishbourne Meadows.  Note in your diary.  
 

GROUP WORKDAYS 
Just a reminder that workdays are held on the first Thursday and the third Sunday of each 
month from 10 am to 12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.  The main activities include 
cutting and raking the "community area" in front of the seat, litter-picking and generally 
tidying-up.  All welcome.  
Next workdays: Thursday 5th September and Sunday 15 September  
 

NATURE WALK 
Please note there will not be a Nature Walk in September.  The next one is October 27th.  
 

 
NEWSLETTER 

The August Newsletter was distributed last week to all those members not receiving this 
weekly up-date by e-mail.  As you receive the weekly news update by e-mail you will not 
have received a Newsletter.  However, if you would like to receive a copy of the Newsletter 
in addition to or instead of this weekly e-mail, then please let know.  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Just a gentle reminder that your current subscription ran out at the end of August (unless 
you have recently joined in the month of August in which case your subscription covers the 
year 2002-2003).  Subscription is still just £3 per person. Please continue to support the 
group by printing off, filling in and returning the renewal of membership form send out with 
last week’s news.   Thank you. 
 
Web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow 
with news and information and photographs of workdays and wildlife.  From the Homepage 
go to Brook Meadow.  
 

WORDS OF PRAISE 
Ralph Hollins included the following few kind words of praise for our conservation efforts in 
his Wildlife Highlights which often refers to Brook Meadow.  
“Each week Brian Fellows issues a brief bulletin of news for the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group, telling the less active members of what can be seen there as well as 
providing an ongoing record of the wildlife.  This week he includes a list of the butterflies 
seen there in the past week.  Taking this list in conjunction with comments from the team 
that arrived this week to cut the great growth of vegetation in this damp meadow I think the 
conservation group are to be congratulated on their efforts - what the mowing team noticed 
was that the vegetation was that much easier to mow (previously much of it was an 
impenetrable matted mass of coarse plants) and that there was a noticeable increase in 
the variety of flowering plants.” 
Ralph is a well known and highly respected local naturalist who acts as a guru to most of 
the other budding naturalists in the area, including me.  He runs an excellent web site with 
all the local wildlife news at http://www.havnn.net See below for some extracts from these 
notes.  

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/
http://www.havnn.net/


 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS  
from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes 

Birdsong 
Ralph Hollins says Havant Thicket was full of small birds when he was there on Sunday 
morning but Crossbills were not among them (though they have been seen in many parts 
of Hampshire).  Several Willow Warblers gave snatches of their song and one Chiffchaff 
belted out its song but he had to rely on harsh scolding to pick out Blackcaps and soft 
piping to detect families of Bullfinch (in at least three different places).  Coal and Great Tit 
song was heard here, and one Blue Tit gave a burst of it’s ‘silly laugh’ song in his garden.  
The most common and widespread songsters at present are Robin, Wren and 
Woodpigeon.  Ralph also heard a Great Tit singing strongly for the first time with the 
regular Chiffchaff in his garden.   
Little Egret Roosts 
Last week Ralph found about 20 Little Egrets using the Wade Court roost at Langstone.  
Ralph also found at least 34 Little Egrets using the Tournerbury Wood roost on the 
southeast shore of Hayling Island last week.  On Thorney Island Barry Collins counted 147 
Little Egrets coming in to the roost trees in the churchyard which is down on the count of 
189 on Aug 13.  This drop may have been just a ‘blip’ in the figures but may well reflect a 
movement of Egrets northward to inland sites as these invaders start to take over inland 
Britain as well as it’s coasts - no proof of this yet but watch this space!  
Ospreys 
Barry Collins also saw two juvenile Ospreys fishing in Chichester Harbour off Thorney 
Island and assumes they were the two that have spent several days in Langstone Harbour. 
Normally in autumn and spring Ospreys seem to prefer Chichester to Langstone Harbour 
but this year these seem to be the first in Chichester Harbour. 
 
 
 

Week 34: Aug 19-25, 2002 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Membership of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group now stands at a magnificient 156, 
which is a testament to the local support the conservation project has achieved over the 
past 2 years.  However, we need to maintain and, if possible, improve this level of support 
which is why I am asking you to send in your renewal of membership form which is 
attached to this e-mail as a matter of urgency.   
Your current subscription runs out at the end of August (unless you have recently joined in 
the month of August in which case your subscription covers the year 2002-2003).  
Subscription is still just £3 per person. Please continue to support the group by printing off, 
filling in and returning the renewal of membership form together with your subscription to 
Frances Brettell at the address on the form.  If you are going to the Emsworth Show, you 
can renew your membership there and then.   
Please, encourage other members of your family, friends and neighbours to join the group.  
A membership form is also attached to this e-mail for your convenience.  We shall have 
forms at the Emsworth Show also.   Thank you.  

NOMINATION OF  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
This is also the time we must ask for nominations for Committee Members for the coming 
year to be elected at the AGM on 9th October, so, I am also attaching a nomination form for 
this purpose.  Please fill in and return the form to Brian Fellows no later than 11 September 
2002.  The present members of the committee are all willing to stand again and will be 
nominated, but we could do with one or two others on the committee.  Thank you.  

THE EMSWORTH SHOW 



As we did last year, the Brook Meadow Conservation Group have booked a stall at the 
Emsworth Show which takes place on Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the 
Recreation Ground, Horndean Road, from 11am-5pm.  We shall be to the north of the 
arena, but will not have a covered stall this year since we now have our own gazebo. The 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust have a pitch right next to us. Come along and see our displays 
and have a chat about the work in the meadow (and renew your subscription!).  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday 9 
October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street. The guest speaker will be Anne de 
Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy who will talk about the management of 
Fishbourne Meadows.  Note in your diary.  
 

GROUP WORKDAYS 
Just a reminder that workdays are held on the first Thursday and the third Sunday of each 
month from 10 am to 12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.  The main activities include 
cutting and raking the "community area" in front of the seat, litter-picking and generally 
tidying-up.  All welcome.  
Next workdays: Thursday 5th September and Sunday 15 September  
 

NATURE WALK 
On Sunday 25th Aug, I was joined by Elisabeth Kinloch, Jill Allum and her friend Nancy for 
this month’s nature walk through the meadow in fine weather.  
Regarding birds, all was fairly quiet, but for the occasional Wren, Robin and Woodpigeon 
singing and Chiffchaff and Great Spotted Woodpecker calling.  We watched a huge Great 
Black-backed Gull flying north over the meadow.  But, the best bird sighting of the morning 
was on Peter Pond where we saw a pair of Kingfishers perching and flying around the 
reedbeds at the north of the pond.  Graham Ault told me he had seen one flying up the river 
in Brook Meadow earlier in the week.  Several Swallows were hawking over the pond.  We 
admired the purple flowers of the Common Reed (Phragmites) which are looking 
particularly fine at present, swaying gently in the breeze.  
Walking along the main river path through the meadow we were lucky to get a good 
sighting of a Water Vole swimming along close to the west bank of the River Ems below the 
North Bridge.   
Not many butterflies were seen, but for Speckled Woods which we found in several places.  
A Southern Hawker was patrolling along the river and male and female Common Darters 
were also seen.   
Please note there will not be a Nature Walk in September.  The next one is October 27th.  
 
 

OTHER WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Mammals 
On Wednesday, I found what I assume was a Common Shrew dead on the main path by 
the river, though it was small enough (under 10cm) to have been a Pygmy Shrew and its 
tail was quite bushy.  It was not killed by the cutting.   
Butterflies 
Despite (or maybe because of) the cutting of the meadow this has been a good week for 
butterflies with 12 species being recorded.  A Clouded Yellow was the first of the year and 
a Brimstone the first since April.  Others seen included Small Copper, Common Blue, Small 
Tortoiseshell, Gatekeeper, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood, Peacock, Small White, Large 
White, Green-veined White.  
Ralph Hollins believes that the majority of the Brimstones, Commas, Peacocks and 
Tortoiseshells that are now on the wing will almost immediately go into hibernation (despite 
the summer weather) and will not be seen on the wing again until next spring.  As they will 



not breed until the spring it makes sense for them to conserve their energy and keep safe 
from predators until then.  
Other insects 
I found a magnificient Elephant Hawk-moth caterpillar with its so-sad-looking “eyes” on the 
Great Willowherb.  I moved it to a safer place away from the cutting machine.  Banded 
Demoiselles and Common Hawkers were, as usual, flying over the river.  I noticed a Green 
Carpet Moth in the vegetation. Green with dark markings on its wings.   
Plants 
Pepper-saxifrage is standing tall in the wet Lumley area, in bud, but not in flower.  Wild 
Carrot is flowering on the South Bridge and Duckweed in the river below the bridge.  False 
Oat-grass is flowering for the second time.  

THE ANNUAL CUT 
The weather remained fine for the annual cut of the meadow which Brian Cull and his 
colleague Robert carried out from Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd August.   They both 
commented on how different the meadow looked from last year, with generally lower and 
more varied vegetation.  The meadow was also much easier to cut and they were able to 
get on more quickly than last year.  Despite the dry ground the tractor got bogged down 
twice, once when Brian went too close to the wet area where the Brooklime grows and 
once just north of the line of Willows.  These areas are well away fom the stream and 
suggest the presence of springs.  As before, the cuttings were piled along the eastern edge 
of the meadow.  This year’s cut has been funded in total by Havant Borough Council.   
 

NEWSLETTER 
The August Newsletter was distributed this week to all those members not receiving this 
weekly up-date by e-mail.  As you receive the weekly news update by e-mail you will not 
have received a Newsletter.  However, if you would like to receive a copy of the Newsletter 
in addition to this weekly e-mail, then please let know.  

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Birds on the Millponds 
Cormorants – 5 on Slipper Millpond.  Mute Swans – 128 in total with 58 on the town 
millpond, 56 in the harbour, 12 on Dolphin Lake and 2 on Slipper Millpond.  This is the 
highest count of the year and only beaten by last year’s record count of 135 on July 16.  
Mallard - 112 slightly down on last week.  Just 3 ducklings left on Slipper Millpond.  Coot – 
40 with 30 of them on Slipper Millpond.  Moorhen – 4.  
Butterflies  
Clouded Yellows continue to be seen in the area.  Graham Ault saw one in the centre of 
Emsworth, possibly the same one that I saw on the meadow.  Barry Collins counted 26 
Clouded Yellows on Thorney Island and his count of Painted Ladies got up to 41 showing 
that there is a real invasion of both these migrant species as well as Large and Small 
Whites.  
 

WEB SITE 
at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow with news 
and information and photographs of workdays and wildlife.  From the Homepage go to 
Brook Meadow.  
 

Week 33: Aug 12-18, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
BIRDS 

Wren, Robin, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon were the only birds I herad singing on the 
meadow this week, though many others could be heard calling from the trees and bushes, 
probably young birds. A Chiffchaff was regularly calling from the east side.  I was suprised 
to hear a Stock Dove calling from the north of the meadow, probably from the trees on the 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


railway embankment or even the garden of  Constant Springs. This is a first for Brook 
Meadow.    

BUTTERFLIES 
Plenty of whites were on the wing this week, including Small and Green-veined White, 
though not so many Gatekeepers as the previous week.  Particularly, nice butterflies were 
a Holly Blue perching with wings half open and a Common Blue perching with wings fully 
open.    A Peacock and a Painted Lady were seen on Sunday during the workday.   

OTHER INSECTS 
Banded Demoiselles can still be seen around the Branched Bur-reed on the north bend by 
the railway embankment and male and female Common Darters (red dragonflies) around 
the river.  I found what looked like a nymph Common Green Shield-bug resting on grass 
above the causeway.  The wasp nest on the west of the "community area" is still active, so 
take care!  
My first Harvestman Leiobunum rotundum of the summer was seen basking on the 
vegetation. Harvestmen are Arachnids resembling spiders, but their body is undivided and 
they have no venom or silk.  They generally mature in late summer, hence their name.  
Mainly nocturnal, they feed on a wide range of small animals, both living and dead.  23 
species live in Britain with Leiobunum rotundum the most common. It is easy to confuse a 
Harvestman with "Daddy-long-legs" Pholcus phalangioides, which is a spider.  
 

PLANTS 
Interesting flowers showing up well in the Seagull Lane patch this week were Amphibious 
Bistort, Field Bindweed, Mugwort and Bittersweet.  The tiny red flowers of Mugwort show 
up best under the microscope.  Bittersweet has flowers, green and red berries. Teasel is 
showing well with Hogweed and Montbretia on the east side.  The Stag's Horn Sumac is 
growing tall on the east side, but not flowering.  A fresh growth of False Fox Sedge is 
flowering on the east bank of the Lumley Stream.  Ominously, the Japanese Knotweed is 
now in flower on the west bank near the gasholder.  We must keep a close watch that it 
does not get onto the main meadow. 
 

BROOK MEADOW WORKDAY – Sunday 18th August 
The weather was fine and warm for the workday attended by Jean, Jill, Elisabeth, David, 
Fred and myself.   
Cutting:  
The main task was cutting and raking the "community area" which was succssfully done.   
During cutting I noticed a number of holes in the ground - presumably the work of dogs?   I 
also cut a swathe around the area to the north of the causeway to mark out the area not to 
be cut by Brian Cull next week.  We shall cut this area, which is still full of fowering plants, 
later in the year.    
Litter:  
Jean and Jill also did a good job clearing up all the litter around the bench in Palmer's Road 
copse as well as emptying the South Gate litter bin which was full to overflowing.  I have 
never seen it so full.  Are the HBC litter collectors on holiday?   
The streams:  
Meanwhile Fred busied himself transfering “weed” (ie Stream Water-crowfoot) from the 
River Ems to the Lumley Stream for Trout to feed on.  In the process he saw a large Eel in 
the river and over a dozen small Trout.  Fred is concerned about the effects on the Trout of 
people fishing, particularly those using illegal nets.  He has found several injured fish in the 
Lumley Stream and has heard that Trout have been sold to local fishmongers!!  I wonder 
what view HBC takes on fishing in rivers that it owns.   
Birds:  
A Chiffchaff was calling for much of the morning from the trees near Lumley Road.  A Robin 
was singing from Gooseberry Cottage.  

 



 
THE ANNUAL CUT 

Brian Cull will bring his machines over to Emsworth next Tuesday 20th August to start the 
annual cut of the main meadow.  The weather forecast is good so he should be finished by 
the end of the week.  This cut is being done in accordance with the management plan 
drawn up in year 2000 by Debbie Miller the, then, Habitat Management Officer of 
Hampshire County Council and the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.    
This will be the second annual cut. The first took place last year and, as regular users may 
have noticed, there has already been some improvement with more grasses and less 
willowherb and nettles.  But the meadow needs to be cut every year in late summer to 
discourage the coarse vegetation and allow the more delicate flora to develop.  Although 
the meadow will look very different after the cut the vegetation will quickly grow again.  The 
meadow will benefit in the long run.  
As before, certain areas will be left uncut to allow a refuge for wildlife and to maintain late 
flowering plants for the benefit of insects. Although some small mammals will inevitably 
suffer during the cut, their populations as a whole are unlikely to suffer.  Most birds will 
have completed their nesting and will benefit from the insects and seeds exposed by the 
cutting.   
Please take care when walking through the meadow during the cutting.  You are advised to 
walk only on the raised footpaths.  

THE EMSWORTH SHOW 
As we did last year, we have booked a stall at the Emsworth Show which takes place on 
Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground, Horndean Road, from 
11am-5pm.  We have decided not to have a covered stall since we now have our own 
gazebo.  The Hampshire Wildlife Trust have a pitch right next to us.  Come along and see 
our displays and have a chat about the work in the meadow.   
 

DOG BINS 
We have had a problem with the emptying of two of the three dog bins on the meadow.  
HBC have only emptied the one at the end of Seagull Lane.  However, following 
negotiations with Andy Paffett of HBC I can now confirm that all three dog bins will be 
emptied regularly by HBC.  Andy has also promised to get the loose post secured at the 
South Gate where lads yanked the bin out of the ground a couple of weeks back and, in the 
long-term, replace all bins with a more securely fixed type. We look forward to that.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
This is a good time to see Black-tailed Godwits in the harbour, many of them still in their 
colourful breeding plumage.  They are best viewed in the morning at low water from the 
marina seawall.  On Thursday I counted 182 Black-tailed Godwits which was my largest 
count in the harbour since 218 on Aug 16 1998.  Among them I found 5 birds with colour 
rings, all part of the Farlington ringing scheme to study the movements of these migratory 
birds.  Most of them had been ringed in Iceland where they breed by Pete Potts who visited 
Brook Meadow last week.  Also, to be seen in the harbour at present (in addition to the 
gulls) are Greenshank, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Curlew, Whimbrel, Lapwing and 
Common Tern.  
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.  
 

Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Next workdays: Thursday 5th September and Sunday 15 September.  
 



Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
Palmers Rd car park.    

Next walk - Sunday 25 August. 
 

Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 
 
Web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow 
with news and information and photographs of workdays and wildlife.  From the Homepage 
go to Brook Meadow.  
 

 
Week 32: Aug 5-11, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 

Birds 
Wren, Greenfinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon were the only birds singing this week. 
Chiffchaff was calling from east side.  A young Song Thrush was in the trees in the South 
Meadow.  A flock of Long-tailed Tits were often heard calling from the bushes.  
The northern of the two Blue Tit nest boxes along Lumley Road has been “vandalised” by a 
Great Spotted Woodpecker – the hole has been drilled open and presumably the nestlings 
taken.  Swallows have been regularly feeding over the meadow.   
On Saturday evening, hearing lots of twittering overhead I looked up to see a flock of about 
15 Swallows in hot pursuit of a Sparrowhawk that was flying leisurely across the meadow. 
Fish 
Standing on the small bridge at the head of Peter Pond I was suprised to see a shoal of 20 
or so Grey Mullet, some up to 18 ins in length, pass underneath me going north from Peter 
Pond into the Lumley pool.  A less pleasant sight was that of a dead Trout in further up the 
Lumley Stream near Rose Cottages.  
Mammals 
A Grey Squirrel was feeding on haws from a Hawthorn bush on the edge of Lumley Road.   
Butterflies  
Gatekeepers were everywhere on the meadow this week; I counted 14 during one walk, 
but there could well have been double that number.  They are far more numerous than last 
year.  There were also plenty of whites on the wing of all three species, Small, Large and 
Green-veined.   
Other butterflies seen included a couple of Speckled Woods, Peacock, Comma, Red 
Admiral and a dark male Meadow Brown.  I have had no further sightings of Ringlet since 
early July.  Small Tortoiseshells also seem to have disappeared from the meadow after the 
great rush in late June and early July.   
Other Insects 
Male and female Banded Demoiselles were flying around the Branched Bur-reed on the 
north bend and over the vegetation on the west bank.  A Common Darter was flying over 
the Lumley area.   
Willow leaves now have red “blisters” on their leaves.  These are are galls caused by the 
larva of a sawfly called Pontania proxima.   
Fungus 
A group of small white mushrooms with yellow-ochre caps and brittle silvery stems were 
growing by the side of the east path.  Tentative identification -  Common Crumble Cap - 
Psathyrella candolleana.   
Plants 
In the patch at the end of Seagull Lane Mugwort and Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea are 
both looking good along with some Hoary Ragwort and Amphibious Bistort.  There is a nice 
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patch of Bristly Ox-tongue just inside the North Gate.  Walking north look for Blue 
Water-speedwell in the river on the north bend by the outfall.   
Stone Parsley flowering along the west path, below the raised river path and by the Ash 
saplings in the "community area".  I keep finding Jointed Rush in many places.  The mixture 
of yellow Fleabane and blue Water Mint makes a lovely picture in the area above the 
causeway.   
Teasel is flowering near the causeway and Honeysuckle along Gooseberry Cottage 
driveway.  There is more Whorl-grass along the broad swathe ging north from from the 
Lumley Gate. A few flowers of Michaelmas Daisies (or Sea Aster?) are open on the A259 
embankment overlooking Peter Pond, but not yet on the meadow.   
Walking along Lumley Road look out for Montbretia (garden escape) and several tufts of 
what I think may be False Brome near the cottages – wide leaves and long-awned 
spikelets.  Remote Sedge and Redshank are flowering alongside the concrete bases of 
what presumably used to be a bridge across the Lumley Stream.   
Blackberries are nicely ripe in the hedge near the south gate.  Also in this area the as yet 
unidentified Goosefoot/Orache is again flowering.  What might be Marsh Thistle is growing 
in this area – with prickles all up the stem.   
The White Willow tree near the South Gate is worthy of attention.  Its leaves now have the 
distinctive silvery white hairs on the lower surfaces only, the upper surfaces are dull and 
dark green.  The leaves of Crack Willows are uniformly light green.   
 

ENVIRONMENT 
At the beginning of the week I noticed that several logs and pallets had been put across the 
river near the bend making a dam-crossing.  However, by Saturday some kind soul had 
removed them and stacked them neatly on the river bank. Let’s hope they do not go back in 
again.   
 

VISIT FROM PETE POTTS 
Pete Potts, a ranger with Hampshire County Council, but most well known for his 
involvement with the Black-tailed Godwit colour-ringing project, paid a visit to Emsworth on 
Monday morning.  Pete was mainly interested to take a look at the colour-ringed 
Black-tailed Godwits in the harbour, but sadly they did not turn up until he had left!   
However, Pete enjoyed a walk round Brook Meadow.  He was impressed with the meadow 
and with the work of conservation group.  He would ask some similar groups that he was 
involved with to make contact with us. We managed to locate quite a nice patch of Marsh 
Arrowgrass - Triglochin palustre which is one of our 7 old meadow indicators – near the 
Lumley puddle. 
 

GROUP NEWS 
People’s Places Grant 
Good news! Frances Brettell has just received confirmation from People's Places scheme 
that the group has been awarded a total grant of £6,317 divided into two parts with £4,798 
available for project costs, training and equipment and £1,519 to cover costs of mentoring, 
insurance and support.  Further details to follow.  
The Big Cut 
Brian Cull is still on schedule to come to Emsworth to cut and remove the bulk of the 
vegetation from the meadow in the week beginning August 19th.  The annual cut is the 
main thrust of our management plan for the meadow.  Pray for a dry spell of weather.   
 

OTHER LOCAL NEWS 
The Millponds 
The Mute Swan flock in the town remains steady at 110.  The moulting Mallard flock has 
built up to 134 – all birds in their brown eclipse plumage. Two late families of Mallard 



ducklings have appeared on Slipper Millpond. The local Coot population is also building up 
on this pond. 
The harbour 
A summer plumage Curlew Sandpiper was seen in the harbour by Barry Collins – an 
unusual bird!  
Swifts  
Despite what I said last week about the Swifts leaving a group of about 12 Swifts were 
flying around the town on Monday and one or two were seen flying at other times in the 
week – probably just passing through.  
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Next workday: Sunday 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
Palmers Rd car park.    

Next walk - Sunday 25 August. 
Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.  

We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 
 
Muddle over dates – Not sure whether anyone noticed, but I got into a muddle with dates 
in the last couple of weekly reports.  Week 29 should have read July 15-21, Week 30 
should have read July 22-28 and Week 31 July 29 – Aug 4.  Back on course this week!   

 
 
 
 
 

Week 31: July 29 – Aug 4, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds 
Wren was the only bird regularly singing in the meadow this week.  A Chiffchaff was active 
in the trees, but not singing.  Blackbird, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Dunnock have young out of 
the nest, but there have been no further sightings of Whitethroat.  Families of up to 15 
Long-tailed Tits can also be seen and heard in the trees.  On Saturday a Sparrowhawk flew 
over the meadow towards Lumley carrying a small bird in its talons.   
 
Water Voles 
At about 5.30pm on Tuesday 30th July I received an excited phone call from a lady to say 
that she had just been watching a group of about 6 water voles in the river south of the 
North Bridge - probably a female with a full litter of five young.  This was not suprising since 
this is an area littered with burrow holes in the river banks.  Later the same evening I went 
to have a look; I did not see any voles in this area, but I did see one swim across from one 
bank to the other below the bend in the river.  Later in the week I saw another vole 
swimming in the river where it passes through Palmer's Road copse.  All this is very good 
news and clearly indicates that breeding has taken place this year. 
 
Insects 



Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Green-veined White and Small White were the main 
butterflies on the meadow this week.    
I noticed two “grasshopper-type” insects on the vegetation.  One was fairly large, generally 
light grey in colour with bright yellow underparts.  I could not see any wings, but it had a 
distinctive light “horseshoe” on its back.  A photo is on the web site. Ralph Hollins identified 
it for me from the photo as a male Dark Bush-cricket (Pholidoptera griseoaptera) (Chinery 
p.52). The male has two short spikes protruding from the end of its body while the female 
has one long one.   
The other insect was clinging to a grass stem and very well camouflaged; it was much 
smaller and slimmer than the grasshopper, bright green with a distinctive dark line down 
the back of its body.  My tentative ID  is of a Short-winged Conehead.  
 
Bats 
It is possible that the bats we saw flying around the South Bridge at dusk last week were 
from a house in Lumley Road.  Helen Hitchins reported she had bats in the eaves of her 
house: “They appear to be in the cavity as there is no sign of them inside the loft.  We 
watched them coming and going a few evenings ago and they fly straight out of the apex of 
the eaves and across to the meadow. The returning bats always seem to come from that 
direction also. They're not doing any damage (apart from pooing all over our bedroom 
windowsill!) and we are happy to accommodate them”.  Anne de Potier thought they were 
Common Pipistrelles.  For more information see the Bat Conservation Trust web site at  
www.bats.org.uk 
 
The big cut 
Brian Cull is planning to come over the Emsworth to carry out the big cut of the meadow in 
the week beginning August 19th, weather permitting.  So watch this space.   
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Next workday: Sunday 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
Palmers Rd car park.    

Next walk - Sunday 25 August. 
Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.  

We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Swifts – goodbye for another year 
Those amazing Swifts, which have spent the last couple of months nesting under our 
eaves, feeding high in the sky and screaming around our houses, left this week for their 
“winter” quarters in Africa, though no doubt we shall see and hear a few stragglers over the 
next few weeks.   This is a sad moment for they will not be back until the middle of May next 
year - they are always the last to arrive and the first to leave. During their flight south they 
feed, roost and sleep on the wing.  They cross over France and Spain (dodging the bullets 
of the hunters) down to West Africa where they spend the autumn riding the inter-tropical 
front before moving eastwards across the Cameroon and Congo to spend the rest of the 
winter in East Africa.  
 
Emsworth Millponds 

http://www.bats.org.uk/


There have been several juvenile Black-headed Gulls on the two Hermitage millponds this 
week – look out for their gingery plumage and delicate bills.  They are very likely to have 
come from nests on the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour.  Mallard are still producing 
ducklings – three were on Slipper Millpond this week.   Waders, such as, Redshank and 
Greenshank can often be seen feeding in the small basin infront of Slipper Mill at low water.  
With regard to the Black Swan missing from the town millpond Fred Portwin says there are 
two on the pond at West Ashling. Could one of them be ours, having found a mate?    
 
Black-tailed Godwits in Emsworth Harbour 
This is the best time of the year to watch Black-tailed Godwits feeding in the harbour at low 
water – the best place to see them is from the marina seawall.  This week I counted 168; 
many of them were still in their orange breeding plumage and several wore colour rings on 
their legs – part of the ringing scheme organised by Pete Potts of the Farlington Group to 
study their migration habits.  These birds have come from their breeding grounds in Iceland 
and will probably move on from here to Titchfield Haven or further west.  Other birds of 
interest to be seen in the harbour at present, apart from the ever-present Black-headed 
Gulls, are Little Egret (2), Redshank (52), Greenshank (3), Mediterranean Gull (2) and 
Lesser Black-backed Gull.  Brent Geese, ducks and waders should be coming through in 
late September.   
 
Chichester Peregrines 
This week’s Chichester Observer has a couple of stunning pictures on its front page of the 
4 young Peregrine falcons which hatched in May from a nest box sited on the spire of the 
Cathedral.  The birds have now flown the nest and can be seen in the air above the city 
streets where the photos were taken.  
 
‘Hampshire’ magazine article 
There is a nice two-page article on Brook Meadow written by John Briggs (one of our 
members) in the August 2002 issue of ‘Hampshire: the county magazine’ (Vol 42, No. 10, 
p. 46-47) on sale in newsagents.  John’s article is accompanied by three colour 
photographs supplied by me, one of the meadow in all its glory, one of group standing 
round the newly purchased power scythe and the third of members working their socks off 
cutting and raking the South Meadow earlier in the year.   
 
Baptist Church to expand? 
You may have noticed that the permit only car park next to the Baptist Church Hall near the 
roundabout in the centre of Emsworth has been fenced off.  I hearsay that land has been 
purchased by the Baptist Church who have plans to build a new and larger church on the 
site.  Can anyone fill me in on the details and whether the link footpath from the roundabout 
to Brook Meadow will be retained?  It would be nice to have a sign directing people to the 
meadow.   
 
Web site - http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow 
with news and information and photographs of wildlife and workdays.  From the Homepage 
go to Brook Meadow.  

 
Week 30: July 22-28, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 

Birds 
Most birds are now quiet, even the Whitethroat seem to have stopped singing.  Wren, 
Dunnock, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon can still be heard.  But 
most exciting was the first autumn song of the Robin which has been quiet for the last 
month or so.  Magpies and Carrion Crows have been particularly noisy, no doubt both have 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


young leaving the nest.  Flocks of Swifts are still flying around the houses, though most of 
them will have left for their African winter quarters by the end of the month.   
Butterflies 
Plenty of Butterflies were on the wing in the warm sunshine this week.  Gatekeeper and the 
Whites were particularly numerous with some superb Commas and Red Admirals adding a 
splash of colour. On a very warm Sunday morning  I found the first two Peacocks and a 
Brimstone of the summer brood.  Suprisingly, I have not seen any more Ringlets since the 
first wave in early July and Small Tortoiseshells, which were all over the meadow a couple 
of weeks, also seem to have disappeared.   
Other insects  
I saw a Common Darter over the river and what might have been a male Beautiful 
Demoiselle on the Branched Bur-reed on the north bend of the river – it had all dark wings 
unlike the Banded Demoiselle which has a blue band across its wings.   
I found a dark fly with long legs and a long “tail” resting on vegetation near the river which I 
tentatively identified as Calobata petronella from the illustration in Chinery’s Collins Guide 
to Insects p.211.  This is one of several long-legged flies known as Stilt-legged-flies which 
feed on other small insects.  
Bats 
At about 9pm at the end of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust walk on Wednesday evening we 
watched several bats – presumably Common Pipistrelles – hunting for insects from the 
South Bridge. Common Pipistrelles are the most common urban species and frequently 
feed over water, wet meadows and on the edges of woodland.  They leave their roost just 
before sunset and hunt for small insects, like midges and occasionally moths.   

FLOWERING PLANTS 
We had some good plant news this week with a couple of discoveries and some newly 
flowering plants.  One of the discoveries is Remote Sedge which I found while rumaging 
through the wooded area behind the Palmer's Road industrial units on the west bank.  It 
grows in dense tufts which look a bit like grass.  The inforescences are spaced out fairly 
evenly at the top of long stems.  Although this is not a rare sedge, it is new for Brook 
Meadow and takes the number of sedges found on our site to 12.  
On Wednesday during the HWT walk Gwynne Johnson discovered some Whorl-grass 
(Catabrosa aquatica) not previously recorded on the meadow. It is like Meadow-grass in 
having whorled inflorescences of 1-3 awnless spikelets, but has distinctive short unequal 
rounded glumes which do not cover the much longer lemmas. To find the grass walk along 
the wide path going north from the Lumley Gate which we cut last year and look for the 
Square-stalked St John's-wort on the right just over half way up.  Whorl-grass is just 
beyond on the right edge of the path for about 10 yards. This takes the number of grasses 
on Brook Meadow to 28 and the plant total to 234.  The Hants Flora indicates that 
Whorl-grass had not been recorded from the Emsworth area at the time when the flora 
distribution maps were compiled in 1993, so this could be a county find as well as one for 
the meadow.  
Of the newly flowering plants the best is Strawberry Clover which is now out in the sedgey 
area above the causeway.  There is not much of it so look closely at the ground for the tiny 
pink flowers which swell out when fruiting to form pinkish, netted, downy bladders 
resembling strawberries.   Water Mint has also just started to flower in this area with a lot 
more to come.   
In the Lumley wet area two large Wild Angelica plants are in flower with the flower heads 
covered in red Soldier Beetles when I looked.  The bright yellow flowers of Prickly 
Sow-thistle and Fleabane are also looking very attractive in this area.   Knotgrass is 
abundant just behind the seat.  
Common Ragwort 
Someone has trampled over the nice patch of flowering Common Ragwort inside the 
Seagull Lane gate – a public-spirited, but misguided act against this much-maligned 
attractive plant. Common Ragwort is a valuable plant for wildlife and specifically supports 



the “rugby-shirted” caterpillar of the Cinnabar Moth.  Although dangerous for cattle and 
horses apparently they do not in fact eat it when it is fresh only when it is cut in mown hay 
– note the untouched plants in the well-grazed fields on the path to Westbourne.  
 

VISITOR SURVEY – Saturday 27 July   8am-8pm 
On Saturday 6 members took part in survey of people visiting the meadow. This was a 
useful exercise and not only provided us with some hard evidence of who and how many 
people use the meadow also gave us the opportunity to ask people for their views on what 
we are doing.   
Wally Osborne who organised the survey will be analysing the forms in detail and will be 
reporting later.  But from what I have gleaned from looking through the forms the total 
number of people recorded passing through the meadow in the 12 hours from 8am to 8pm 
was 109.  52 entered by the South Gate, 36 by the North Gate and 21 by the Lumley Gate.  
43 visitors (40%) came with dogs – one person had 4 dogs. The peak times were early 
morning (8-9), midday (12-1) and evening (6-8).  
Comments: I had very negative comments from two separate elderly women with dogs.  
The first said she was a member, but was disgusted by our attitude to dogs – accusing 
them of killing water voles.  Cats are the real problem she said.  The second said she did 
not join groups and did not like “do-gooders” meddling around with the meadow.  She also 
objected to our campaign to keep dogs out of the river.  The others I spoke to were 
generally positive, saying things like “the river is very clean” and “the meadow is looking 
better”, or were neutral or ignorant of what we were doing.  I see that one young person 
suggested having a picnic table in the "community area" – a nice idea!   
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Next workdays: Thursday 1 August, Sunday 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
Palmers Rd car park.    

Next walk - Sunday 28 July. 
Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.  

We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 
See web site for photos of Brook Meadow, workdays and its wildlife at 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.  
 

VISIT TO GOODMAN'S FIELDS, DENMEAD - 22 July 
On Monday evening Wally, Frances, Elisabeth and I visited Goodman's Fields.  Well worth 
a visit, but totally different from Brook Meadow.  Two of the three fields were lovely 
traditional hay meadows with a variety of grasses and wildflowers, particularly clovers and 
vetches. The third field was more of a wet meadow and the most interesting from a 
botanical point of view. Notable plants included Corky-fruited Water-dropwort and Tufted 
Hair-grass. 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Mute Swans: 105 were on the local ponds this week - a good number, but about 30 down 
on last year’s record. Mallard  82 - numbers are now building up. Coot 19 – mostly on 
Slipper Millpond including at least 4 growing youngsters, but they have had a poor year.   
Others – 5 Cormorants lounging on the large raft on Slipper Millpond.  2 Little Egrets, 1 in 
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the millpond and 1 in the harbour.  1 adult Herring Gull on Slipper Millpond.  4 young 
Black-headed Gulls on Slipper Millpond and Peter Pond.  Reed Warbler singing from the 
reeds in the SE corner of Slipper Millpond.   
The winter birds are starting to come back.  Look in Emsworth Harbour at low tide and you 
should see Little Egret, Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Curlew, Greenshank, Redshank and 
Black-tailed Godwit.  Look through the gulls for Mediterranean Gull, Common Gull, Lesser 
and Great Black-backed Gull.  
 

HAMPSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST WALK – WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 
About 20 people attended the walk from Emsworth to Westbourne going through Brook 
Meadow and the fields and back via Lumley.  Interesting observations included an unusual 
fungus exuding reddish droplets growing at the base of the first Oak tree in the field past 
the A27 underpass – called Inonotus dryadeus. Skullcap was still flowering in the brickwork 
on the edge of the stream and along Lumley Road infront of the cottages.  Stone Parsley, 
Smooth Tare and Swinecress at the southern end of Mill Lane where it goes up to the A27 
bridge.  
 

Week 29: July 15-21, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds:  
Birds are very quiet at this time of the year as nesting draws to a close, young birds leave 
the nest and the annual moult for many begins.  However, Wren and Whitethroat are going 
strong with bursts from Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Song Thrush, Blackbird and Collared 
Dove. A young Song Thrush was calling in the South Meadow.   
Insects 
Plenty of butterflies were on the wing in the warm weather.  Large and Small Whites were 
everywhere – the new summer emergence.  Others seen around the meadow included 
Gatekeepers, Small Tortoiseshells, Meadow Browns, Large Skippers, Speckled Woods, 
Comma and Red Admiral.   
I checked the nest of caterpillars on the nettles that I first saw last week and, with more 
mature caterpillars on the leaves, I am pretty certain they are Small Tortoiseshells and not 
Peacocks as I first thought.   
Banded Demoiselles are a common sight both around the River Ems and in the wet area at 
Lumley.  The male has a blue band across its wings.  I caught one pair mating on 
vegetation beside the river.  Look out for Beautiful Demoiselles, the male of which has 
almost all dark wings.   
A large male Emperor dragonfly with green thorax and blue abdomen was patrolling rapidly 
up and down the river just north of the sluice gate, exactly where I saw one last year on Aug 
14.   
Dead Water Vole 
A neighbour walking her dog in the meadow alerted me to the presence of a dead water 
vole on the river bank near the bend.  It was freshly killed and showed marks of wounds (by 
a dog?).  I took it home and put it in the fridge to take it to show Graham Roberts and Clare 
Bishop at the talk tomorrow evening.  It was a fairly small size so I suspect could be a 
young vole.  It measured 190mm in length with the tail 70mm and the body 120mm.  It 
weighed 3 oz or 85g.   
I showed the corpse to Graham Roberts at the talk on Thursday.  He said it was a young 
male and that its injuries suggested it had died as a result of a fight with another dominant 
vole, probably its own mother, who would be driving juvenile males away from her territory. 
This one may have overstayed its welcome.  But the dead vole is good news in the sense 
that it indicates that breeding is happening.  
Plants 



Although the season of many of the wildflowers is drawing to a close, there are some that 
are  just starting to come out.  This week I noticed Red Bartsia, Spear Thistle, Wild 
Angelica and Perennial Sow-thistle.  Fleabane has also started opening up it bright yellow 
flowers, but there is much more of that to come.  I am also looking forward to the lovely 
purple flowers of Water Mint.  Sadly, the Hybrid Fescue along the south path has been 
strimmed by the council contractors, so there will be no more samples of that this year! 
 

OLD BRIDGE MEADOW - BOSHAM 
On Friday morning I paid my first ever visit to Old Bridge Meadow at Bosham.  Grid Ref SU 
811053.  To get to it turn north off the A259 at the White Swan roundabout at Bosham and 
then immediately left up Old Bridge Road.  At about 1.5 acres it is considerably smaller 
than Brook Meadow and is much more people-friendly, being described, quite 
appropriately, as a “pocket park” on the noticeboard.  It was formerly part of Broadbridge 
Farm before being cut off from the farm when the new road was built.  The Bosham stream 
runs through the meadow, partly with concrete sides.  Despite its small size it has far more 
public seating than Brook Meadow with two robust seats of exactly the same design as 
ours, plus a wooden seat and two simple wooden benches.  How about another seat for 
Brook Meadow?  Old Bridge Meadow also has two large carved logs in the form of a 
crocodile and a totem pole.   
Old Bridge Meadow has been managed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Friends of 
Old Bridge Meadow (Hon Warden David Martin) since 1999.  It receives sponsorship from 
a number of local businesses.  The meadow is cut only in late summer, but for paths and 
open community areas.  The grass is generally low and there is none of the rank vegetative 
growth that we have on Brook Meadow.   There were some nice flowers and grasses, but it 
had none of the luxuriant variety of plants present on Brook Meadow.  
I was espicially envious of a very fine interpretation board recently erected with funding 
from parish and district councils.  The board shows a selection of the flora and fauna 
recorded on the meadow, all beautifully painted by Marion Forster of Emsworth.  Marion 
also did the paintings for the boards of Peter Pond and Slipper Millpond and must be the 
artist for our board when we get one.  
Old Bridge Meadow can be found on the Bosham Village web site at 
http://www.boshamvillage.co.uk 
 

WATER VOLE TALK – THURSDAY 18 JULY 
The talk on Water Voles by Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust took place as 
planned in the main assembly hall of the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path 
on Thursday evening.  The event was attended by about 35 people.  Photographs of Brook 
Meadow and its wildlife were on display along with a selection of wild flowers collected 
during the day and a selection of leaflets and membership application forms.  Frances 
Brettell and Wally Osborne organised and served tea, coffee and biscuits in the break.  It 
was good to see Tony Wilkinson looking well after his recent heart operation.  
Brian Fellows, as chairman, opened the meeting with a few words about Brook Meadow 
and the conservation group and introduced the three speakers.   
Clare Bishop, a Community Officer with the Hampshire Wildlife Trust, gave a short 
illustrated review of the work of the Trust and its reserves.  She asked for volunteers to 
carry out a water vole survey.    
Graham Roberts gave the main talk of the evening about Water Voles, their appearance, 
field signs, habitat, food, breeding, decline, predators and conservation.  Graham stressed 
that the Water Vole was presently on a tightrope of existence in this country.  Agricultural 
intensification and the loss of riverbank habitat had reduced their habitat to narrow 
waterside areas, where they had become vunerable to predation, particularly, by the 
American Mink.  Interestingly, on the continent, where agriculture is less intense, the Water 
Vole is much less dependent on waterways and actually becomes an agricultural pest with 
its burrowing in fields. In the absence of special measures the days of  Water Voles in this 
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country are clearly numbered.  Locally, Sussex has almost lost all their Water Voles and in 
Hampshire they are hanging on in a small number of localities.  Fortunately, they have 
legal protection though not enough. But the most important thing is to protect and extend 
their habitats.  
Asked about the impact of human disturbance in urban sites like Brook Meadow, Graham 
said that Water Voles were fairly tolerant of human activity so long as there was no 
tramping or actual damage to their habitat.  In fact, humans and their dogs may benefit the 
voles in deterring the Mink population.   
Paul Smith of the Environment Agency outlined the difficult balancing act they have to 
maintain between keeping the rivers open and flowing for flood protection and 
conservation.  Paul indicated that the River Ems was a “high risk” area for flooding where 
the rule was to allow not more than 20% of the bankside vegetation to remain each year 
after the annual cut.  The main problem was to educate Environment Agency workers to 
carry out this rule and cut more sensitively, especially where there was evidence of Water 
Voles, and he was working on it!  He and Phil Pett, the flood control officer for the area, will 
be visiting Brook Meadow shortly to see what can be done to protect the habitat for Water 
Voles.   
 

BROOK MEADOW WORKDAY - SUNDAY JULY 21 
The weather was fine and dry for this morning’s Workday of the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group, atended by 8 members.  It was nice to see David Search back from 
his year in the Lake District.  Wally brought the new Stihl Brushcutter which he and Frances 
used to widen the casual paths in the north meadow.  Meanwhile, Pat and Graham 
Walgrove, Jill Meesom, Jean Fellows, David and myself cut and raked the "community 
area" in front of the seat using the power scythe.   In the process, we disturbed a wasp’s 
nest on the west side of the area and Jean got stung four times as she was raking! But she 
survived following a little first aid. I also used the scythe to clear some of the casual paths 
above and below the causeway.  Overall, a very good morning’s work was achieved.  The 
only observations of wildlife were a Sparrowhawk flying overhead and several butterflies, 
including a superb Red Admiral.   
See web site for photos of workday and other photos of Brook Meadow and its wildlife at 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow –  
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Next workdays: Thursday 1 August, Sunday 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
Palmers Rd car park.    

Next walk - Sunday 28 July. 
Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.  

We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 

 
Week 28: July 8-14, 2002 

 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


Not a lot of activity on the bird front at present.  However, at least 2 Whitethroats are still 
singing away.  The one in mid meadow scolded me when I passed suggesting it may have 
young in the nest. There has been no sign of any Whitethroats in the area around 
Gooseberry Cottage, which suggests the family with four young seen there a few weeks 
ago have left the meadow.  Chiffchaff  was heard in Lumley Road copse and Blackcap in 
Palmer's Road copse.  Other songsters include Wren, Dunnock, Greenfinch, Song Thrush 
and Blackbird.  Long-tailed Tits can be heard and sometimes seen in the trees.  
 
Butterflies 
Butterflies can be expected with the approach of summer and warm weather (what am I 
saying?).  This week we had the first Gatekeeper of the year. Small Tortoiseshells are still 
very numerous and Ringlets are also about in small numbers.  A bright Small Copper on 
the community area was the first of the summer brood (we had one from the first brood on 
6th May). Others seen on the meadow included Red Admiral, Small White, Comma, 
Meadow Brown and Speckled Woods (in Palmer's Road copse).  A nest of black Peacock 
caterpillars were on Common Nettles on the west of the "community area" so we should 
see the adults about in the not too distant future.  
 
Other insects 
Banded Demoiselles can be seen around the river banks and Azure damselflies on the 
Lumley side.  
Look on large white umbels of Hogweed etc for green "thigh beetles" (Oedemera nobilis) 
and red soldier beetles.  I found a brown beetle called a “squash bug” (Coreus marginatus) 
because several are pests of squashes in North America.     
 
Plants 
We had a visit from the Havant Wildlife Group on a very wet Monday evening during which 
Gwynne and Nigel Johnson found several species to add to the Brook Meadow flora list for 
2002 and a couple we had not seen before.  The total number of plants found on Brook 
Meadow in the last 2 years now stands at 230 of which 193 have been found so far in 2002.  
The total includes 158 herbs, 29 trees and shrubs, 27 grasses, 11 sedges, 4 rushes and 1 
horsetail.   
The new plants Gwynne and Nigel found included Enchanter's-nightshade (Palmer's Road 
copse), Hairy Tare (SE corner), Marsh Arrowgrass (Lumley puddle), Prickly Lettuce (not in 
flower), Marsh Ragwort (new path north from Lumley Gate), Common Orache? (SE 
corner).  Gwynne also found a number of grasses, sedges and rushes including Meadow 
Barley (centre path south of Willows), Giant Fescue (South Bridge), Red Fescue, Tall 
Fescue (dense tufts with short awns), Black Bent-grass, Carex binerva (wet Lumley area), 
Jointed Rush (centre path and above the causeway), Toad Rush (gap in the willows).  We 
were not sure about a Hybrid Fescue (x Festulolium loliaceum) so I sent samples to Pete 
Selby for his view.   
Later in the week I added Black Knapweed ("community area"), Square-stalked St 
John's-wort (new path north from Lumley Gate) and Stone Parsley (not yet in flower - lower 
path near the North Gate).  
 
Other wildlife 
A lizard scuttled away – it had brown with streaks and spots, about 2-3 ins long. Tentative 
ID - Common Lizard (Lacerta vivipara).   

ENVIRONMENT 
On Friday at 6pm Penny Aylett phoned to say that a neighbour of hers had just witnessed 3 
young lads wrenching the doggie bin which is located inside the South Gate of Brook 
Meadow out of the ground and hurling it into the undergrowth.  I phoned to Police to report 
the incident which was duly logged.  Later in the evening I went to have a look.  I found the 



bin and managed to put the post back in the hole.  The bin is a bit wobbly, but is upright and 
usable.  I will inform Havant Borough Council and ask them to re-set the post.   
 

 
 
 

BTCV GRASSLANDS FLORA ID COURSE AT 
GOODMANS FIELDS, DENMEAD 4TH JULY 2002 

Tutors: Gwynne & Nigel Johnson   
Report by Wally Osborne 

Introduction 
Goodmans Fields, a group of 3 connected meadows, are located on the Hambledon Road 
between Waterlooville and Denmead and were given to Denmead Parish Council by a 
local man Mr Goodman who purchased them to prevent housing development.  I think that 
management remains under the council and a local voluntary group is taking shape but am 
not clear about their intentions. 
The meadows look like typical old meadows, reminding me of childhood times in rural 
Gloucestershire, and I guess that they are what we would like to see in our meadow. Unlike 
Brook Meadow, growth is only knee / thigh high, with numerous wild flowers and grasses 
waving in the gusty wind. The council has mown a network of wide paths around the edges 
and across the meadows. A few picnic benches are scattered and there is a small mown 
community area, reportedly used by local Cubs, Guides and Scouts. There are some deep 
ditches with slow running water, which cut  across the meadows and stout plank bridges 
where needed. In summary, it is a fine community resource, somewhat spoilt by poor 
access from the very busy road.  
It is believed that the council organises an August annual cut of the meadows and their 
condition certainly supports that view. None of the attendees were able to answer a 
question about grazing of the meadows but there was not any visible evidence. 
Report  
Gwynne & Nigel had visited the meadows for the first time, earlier that same day and 
supplied us all with a listing of 100 + plants they had found in a short time. Unfortunately, 
they arrived 45 minutes later than the stated 6.30 pm start but the whole group had hung on 
in hope / belief that all would be well and it was! 
Gwynne & Nigel together took the group on a complete tour of all 3 meadows, and it ended 
in near darkness! (home by 9.40 pm). Using the plant list as our guide, we were shown at 
least half of the plants listed and additionally, we found a further dozen to add to the list. A 
few plants found were ancient meadow indicators but, as Nigel said, you need to find at 
least 30 and preferably 70 species to confirm that status. Apparently, past surveys have 
found 300 + species of all types of plant.  
The course served me personally by reminding me of things I did have in memory banks, 
as well as showing the fantastic diversity of flora which we have in our country and which I 
shall never remember. Also, even the experts are uncertain sometimes!   
In summary, the course was well worth the ‘wait’ and I would recommend our members to 
visit and enjoy a fairly local resource. Incidentally, the meadows are not ‘signed’ at all. You 
just stop at the Water Pumping Station and pull off the road onto a rather rough verge. 
     

TALK ON WATER VOLES 
By Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust this Thursday 18th 
July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path.  

 
OTHER GROUP EVENTS 

Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  
Next meeting: Tues 16 July at St Leger, The Square, Westbourne.   



Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Future workdays: Sun 21 July, Thur 1 August, Sun 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
meeting at Palmers  

Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug. 
Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We 
shall be using our gazebo for our stall. More details closer to the date. Please let us know if 
you are able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Week 27: July 1-7, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
 

Birds 
There is not much to report this week with most birds still busy bringing up their broods and 
plenty of young birds twittering away in the trees.   
Birdsong typically starts to fall off at this time of the year, though there is still a fair amount 
of song to be heard in the meadow.  This week I recorded Woodpigeon, Wren, Dunnock, 
Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Blackbird and Song Thrush 
(morning and evening).  The 2 Reed Warblers are still going strong on Peter Pond.  But 
Robin, Blue Tit and Great Tit are now silent.     
 
Ringlets are back! 
Big news of the week was the appearance of  the first Ringlets of the year on the meadow.  
I saw 4 flying around on Wednesday and would appreciate further sightings.  When it flies 
the Ringlet is a dark brown butterfly with a distinctive white fringe on its wings.  When it 
perches with wings closed you may be able to see a string of dark “eyes” with white centres 
(ie the ringlets).  Interestingly, Ringlets appeared on the meadow at exactly the same time 
last year.   
Brook Meadow has the distinction of being by far the most southerly habitat in SE 
Hampshire for Ringlets and with this in mind we must do what we can to conserve and 
encourage their presence on the meadow.  Grasses are only used by the females for egg 
laying when they are in a vigorous and ungrazed state, so the retention of uncut and 
ungrazed areas are essential for the health of the species.  This clearly justifies our policy 
of leaving areas of the meadow uncut, particularly the grasses which Ringlet caterpillars 
use as food, such as Cock’s-foot, Tufted Hair-grass and the Meadow-grasses (Poa spp) all 
of which are present on the meadow.  
 
Plants 
The total list of flowering plants recorded on the meadow over the past two years currently 
stands at 227.  This includes 156 herbs (flowers that die down and come up again each 
year), 30 trees and shrubs, 26 grasses, 11 sedges, 3 rushes and 1 horsetail.  This year’s 
total stands at 174, though I hope this will be swelled following the visit of the local group of 
the Hampshire Wildlife Trust on Monday evening.   



Some interesting flowers I found this week included Black Horehound in the Seagull Lane 
patch – looks like Red Dead-nettle, but is much taller and the calyx is funnel-shaped, 
Meadow Vetchling and Perforate St John's-wort flowering along the edge of the concrete 
culvert leading to Peter Pond and a patch of Ground Elder flowering by the footpath just 
outside the South Gate.  Spear Thistle is not quite in flower, but Great Willowherb is 
opening up generally.   
Blue Water-speedwell is in flower near the outfall from beneath the railway, though I think 
this is almost certainly not the pure version, but the more common hybrid called Veronica x 
lackschewitzii.   
 
Web site address: http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  
From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow for flora and bird lists plus some photos (mainly 
of flowers).  
 

GROUP NEWS 
Information Boards 
Have you managed to get into the meadow to see the new information boards?  One is 
inside the North Gate and the other inside the Lumley Gate.  I am still experimenting with 
the content and layout of the information in the sign cases, but would appreciate any 
feedback and comments.  
 
Speaker for the AGM 
Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy has kindly agreed to give a talk at 
the AGM on October 9th.   

 
 
 
 

GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.  

Next meeting: Tues 16 July at St Leger, The Square, Westbourne.   
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Future workdays: Sun 21 July, Thur 1 August, Sun 18 August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
meeting at Palmers  

Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug. 
Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust on  

Thursday 18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church 
Path.  
Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our 
gazebo for our  

stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are 
able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  

 
ENVIRONMENT 

Fire brigade in the meadow 
Regarding the fire on the cuttings pile last week, Helen Hitchings thinks the reason it didn't 
spread was that someone called the fire brigade. She said Tim passed 2 fire engines 
coming out of Lumley Rd on his way home on Wednesday at about 6.30pm. It was the next 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


morning that they noticed the burnt patch in the meadow. Let's hope whoever started it got 
a fright and has learned their lesson!  
 
Pallets in the river 
Two more pallets have appeared in the River Ems near the bend, no doubt from the yards 
behind the the industrial units in Palmer's Road.  I wish the owners would find some way of 
securing them.   
 
Clearance behind Palmer's Road Industrial Units 
I was interested to see that trees had been felled and vegetation strimmed in the area 
immediately behind the industrial units numbers 7 to 11 in Palmer's Road.  Does anyone 
know what is going on?   
 
Effects of the “big cut” 
It is interesting to compare the areas of the meadow that were cut last summer with those 
which were left.  If you stand in the centre of the meadow north of the line of willows one 
can see that the Great Willowherb in the cut areas to the west is much lower than in the 
uncut areas.  Also, grasses are also more dominant in the cut areas.  With this year’s big 
cut approaching what we need is a good spell of dry weather so that Brian Cull will be able 
to get his machines into the meadow without them getting bogged down.    
 

HOLLYBANK WOODS 
I visited Hollybank Woods this week and was delighted to find the first White Admiral 
butterfly of the year resting on vegetation where the small path to the Emsworth Common 
Road turns off the new eastern bridleway.  I took some photos, but it was a little too far 
away to get a good photo.  But it was a stunner!   
Much more confiding were 2 Ringlets and 2 Small Skippers on the old Holly Lodge site.  I 
also managed to snap one of the several 6-spot Burnet Moths that were visiting the many 
wildflowers on this site.    
There was once a rather fine house on this site called Holly Lodge.  Ralph Hollins believes 
that at one point the Lodge was the home of the Coachman to Sir Philip Dimmock-White of 
the Southleigh/Leydene estate.  When the coachman was made redundant he moved to 
London and became famous as the Queen's head coachman.  
Hollybank Woods has a similar conservation group to the of Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group called The Friends of Hollybank Woods.  If you are interested in helping to conserve 
and protect this valuable piece of woodland in Emsworth then join the group.  
E-mail - hollybank.woods@hantsweb.org.uk  
Web site at http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/  
 

 
 

 
 

Week 26: June 24-30, 2002 
 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds 
Whitethroat – 2 birds were heard singing, but there was no sign of the Whitethroat family 
this week.  Four Blackcaps were singing (sometimes there are 3 and sometimes 4).  Also, 
3 Chiffchaff and a Reed Warbler – no doubt a visitor from Peter Pond.  Does song at this 
time of the year indicate a failure to find a mate?  Other songsters: Wren (6), Dunnock (4), 
Blackbird (1).  4 Swallows were hunting over the meadow.   
Insects 

mailto:hollybank.woods@hantsweb.org.uk
http://www.hants.org.uk/hollybank-woods/


Plenty of butterflies were flying this week with Small Tortoiseshell again being particularly 
numerous - I counted 15 during my walk-about on Wednesday morning, though I suspect 
there were many more.  Last year the most I saw was one!  There have been concerns 
expressed in recent years about the general decline in Small Tortoiseshells, but they seem 
to be doing well this year in the meadow, at least.   
Commas are back on the meadow – I saw 2 on Wednesday – one week earlier than last 
year, but no Ringlet as yet (?).  A Small Heath was a first for the meadow, though I found 10 
on Fort Cumberland in Portsmouth during the week.  Others seen included 4 Meadow 
Browns (first seen last week), Speckled Woods and Large Skippers.  
Suprisingly, 4 Banded Demoiselles were the only damselflies I found.  
A couple of long yellow and black beetles were crawling on some Hogweed – Strangalia 
maculata?   
Plants 
Newly flowering this week were Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, Cinquefoil, Yarrow, Bristly 
Ox-tongue, Opium Poppies, Great Willowherb, Marsh Ragwort (?).  The Great Willowherb 
now stands 6-7 feet in some places and flowers are starting to show.   
Reed Canary-grass stands higher than the rest.   The Sea Club-rush is now showing well in 
the SE corner of the South Meadow.  There is a great display of False Fox Sedge and 
Divided Sedge in the area above the causeway.   
Mystery Sedge 
The mystery sedge puzzle has been resolved by Pete Selby's confirmation of Gwynne 
Johnson’s identification of it as Green-ribbed Sedge (Carex binervis).  This is uncommon in 
south east Hampshire.  That takes our total of sedges to 11.  But, I am still puzzled.  If 
F.Rose is right about habitat of this sedge – mountain grassland and acid bogs - what is it 
doing in Brook Meadow?  On Friday I went looking for it in the wet area adjacent to the 
Lumley Stream, but did not find any - all were Carex distans (Distant Sedge).  
Observations outside the meadow 
Walking through the fields to Westbourne I noticed some ball-like fungi exuding reddish 
droplets growing at the base of one of the Oaks in the field behind the gardens of 
Westbourne Avenue which I have tentatively identified as Inonotus dryadeus (Phillips 
p.231).  Following the directions of Ralph Hollins, I was pleased to find Skullcap flowering 
both on the brickwork beside the Lumley Millstream at Westbourne and along the Lumley 
Stream in front of Victoria Terrace in Lumley Road.  Grey Sedge and Meadow Vetchling 
were flowering along the stream side of Mill Lane, but neither are in Brook Meadow.    
Photos of wildlife 
Photos of some of the wildlife mentioned can be found on the web site: 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  
From the Homepage go to Wildlife Diary or Brook Meadow.  
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Fire in the meadow 
It seems that someone has set fire to the pile of cuttings near the Lumley Gate – probably 
Wednesday evening.  Fortunately the fire was contained in the cuttings area did not extend 
to the bramble bank around Gooseberry Cottage; the surrounding vegetation was only 
lightly singed.  However, this indicates that we must take more care over the dumping of 
cuttings in this area.   
Dogs in river 
On Wednesday I spoke to a lady who I found encouraging her 2 Jack Russell dogs into the 
river.  I told her about the Water Voles breeding on the river banks and the need to avoid 
disturbing them.  She denied any knowledge of the voles and gave me the impression that 
their presence would not good enough reason for her to keep the dogs out of the river.  
However, I gave her a leaflet about the conservation group and encouraged her to join.   

HERB WALK IN BROOK MEADOW 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


On Thursday 27 June an amazing 33 people gathered in Palmers Road car park at 7pm for 
the herb walk led by Steve Taylor, herbalist at the Medicine Garden in Emsworth.  Steve 
started the walk by talking about the history of herbalism and the start of modern 
drug-related medicine. We then went into Palmers Road copse where he used the willow 
tree as an example to explain that in the past people used to view the natural world 
(including the stars and planets) in which they lived as being the same as themselves. 
Because of this view of their environment, people knew as if by instinct as well as by using 
their sense of taste and smell to pick the right plant to treat a specific complaint. We in the 
twenty-first century, especially in the West, have almost lost this connection with our 
environment. 
He went on to describe the various medicinal uses of Willow (anti-inflammatory used to 
treat fever and swollen joints, contains a substance related to modern-day aspirin), 
Stinging Nettles (powerful diuretic, treatment for gout, as well as treating lumbago by 
flailing yourself with stinging nettles!!), Elder (insect repellent, anti-inflammatory, treatment 
for colds, dying hair), Figwort (same family as foxglove, heart stimulant, diuretic, treatment 
of skin complaints like eczema), Silver Weed (astringent, anti-catarrhal herb), Butterbur, 
(fever, migraine), Mallow (anti-inflammatory used to treat bee stings and coughs), Plaintain 
(nutritional value), Clevers or Goosegrass (current trial is being carried out using fresh 
Clevers to treat leg ulcers).   --------- Report written by Frances Brettell.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm at Ted’s house 13, The 
Rookery. 

Future meetings: Tues 16 July, Tues 20 August, Tues 10 September.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Future workdays: Thurs 4 July (cancelled), Sun 21 July, Thurs 1 August, Sun 18 
August.  
Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am 
meeting at Palmers  

Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug. 
Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust on  

Thursday 18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church 
Path.  
Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our 
gazebo for our  

stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are 
able to help. 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  

We hope to have a speaker from Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Emsworth Millponds 
I counted 108 Mute Swans on the millpond and in the harbour this week and there could 
well be more by the end of July.  On Peter Pond one Coot was on the nest while her mate 
was looking after 2 well grown chicks from the first brood.  No sign of any young Coot on 
Slipper Millpond where 2 Cormorants were fishing and a duck Mallard was accompanied 
by a flotilla of 9 tiny ducklings.  
Ralph Hollins alerted me to the presence of Hedgerow Crane's-bill on the marina seawall 
overlooking the harbour which I quickly found with its large dark red flowers. In fact, the 
whole of the seawall was a blaze of flowers with Common Mallow, Yarrow, Mugwort, Wild 



Carrot, Black Mustard and Bristly Ox-tongue looking particularly fine. The flower heads of 
the Wild Carrot plants were covered with red Soldier Beetles.  
 
Little Egrets return to Thorney Island 
On the evening of Tuesday 25 June Barry Collins counted 58 Egrets night roosting on 
Thorney Island. These would be in addition to the 30 or so at Langstone so there is either a 
substantial increase this year in the number resident in June or the birds are returning 
earlier than usual (extract from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes). 
 
Avocets chicks safe in Titchfield Haven 
Ralph Hollins relates the extraordinary story of Hampshire's first recorded breeding by the 
Avocet.  On Monday June 24 two parent Avocets and two chicks were seen on the shore 
outside the Titchfield Haven reserve and were led into the safety of the Haven by rangers.  
Apparently, these youngsters had come from a nest some six kilometres along the coast 
and must have walked or swum all the way to the Haven unaided. It seems that at least one 
chick of this brood perished before arrival at the Haven.   
 

 
Week 25: June 17-23, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 

Birds 
All our resident birds appear to have settled down in their territories and are no doubt busy 
tending to their young.  I am not sure if any of the nest boxes have been used.  House 
Sparrows and Starlings constantly visit the meadow from outside to look for insects for their 
growing broods.  
Of the summer visitors 3 Chiffchaff and 3 Blackcap have been singing in the wooded areas 
around the meadow and one pair of Whitethroat have already produced a brood of 4 
youngsters which sometimes can be heard and seen around the Lumley Gate area.  Gulls, 
as usual, continue to fly over on their way to and from the Southleigh tip.    
 
Insects 
We have had a strong emergence of Small Tortoiseshells in the past week or so, and the 
meadow is full of them.  The maximum seen on one visit was 10.  Fresh Commas should 
also be out fairly soon.  In contrast, Painted Ladies and Peacocks are looking very drab 
and tattered – they must be the last of the migrants.  On Sunday I found my first Meadow 
Brown of the year.  I also found 3 Large Skipper and a Speckled Wood.  
The delightful Banded Demoiselles are now flying in the wetter areas of the meadow. They 
are quite large for damselflies and have a distinctive fluttering flight; the males have a dark 
band across the wings from which the insect gets its name.  Look out also for other 
damselflies, such as, the Large Red Damselfly and the blue Azure damselfly on vegetation 
near the Lumley Stream and also the larger dragonflies.  
Another distinctive insect to be seen on the meadow is Oedemera nobilis, or more simply 
“thigh beetle”, so called because of its swollen thighs.  They can usually be seen resting on 
vegetation, particularly inside the trumpets of Large Bindweed.  Look out also for red 
Soldier Beetles.  
Ralph Hollins reported seeing a bright ‘Marmelade Fly’ (the common hoverfly Episyrphus 
balteatus) and a black and red Cercopis vulnerata Froghopper.    
 
Wild flowers 
Recently flowering plants on the meadow include Common Ragwort, Nipplewort, Bristly 
Ox-tongue, Black Medick, Creeping Thistle, Wild Angelica, Scentless Mayweed?, Large 
Bindweed, Meadowsweet, Hogweed, Oxeye Daisies (by Lumley Gate) and Pink Oxalis 
and Scarlet Pimpernel (by bottle bank).   



The pretty Dog Roses are in flower along the north bank and along Lumley Road and the 
highly scented Garden Privet is out along Lumley Road and Honeysuckle is in the hedge 
near the Lumley Gate.   There are patches of Pineappleweed around the meadow – try 
rubbing it between your fingers.  
Hedge Woundwort is flowering in several places, often hiding among Common Nettles – 
the two plants have very similar leaves, though the Hedge Woundwort does not sting. 
Someone has been chopping down the Hemlock Water-dropwort; they must have 
something against this plant – I wonder why?  
The large plants of Water Figwort with their disproportionately small red flowers are 
growing well near the waterways; their blunt tipped leaves and winged stems distinguish 
them from Common Figwort which we do not seem to have on the meadow.   
 
Blue Water-speedwell?  
There is another water plant growing in the river near to the outfall from the railway 
embankment which is clearly a Water-speedwell, but which one?   The plant is very fleshy 
and robust, has lanceolate pointed leaves and long racemes.  The flowers have very pale, 
almost white, petals with blue veins down the inside.  The individual pedicles holding each 
flower are shorter than the linear bracts.  Possible identifications are Blue Water-speedwell 
(Veronica anagallis-aquatica), Pink Water-speedwell (V.catenata) or the hybrid of the two 
Veronica anagallis-aquatica x V.catenata or V. x lackschewitzii.  The Water-speedwell we 
found last year Pete Selby identified as the hybrid, so there seems every likelihood that this 
one is also the hybrid.    
 
Hedgerow Crane's-bill  
Ralph Hollins finally put paid to my idea that we had Hedgerow Crane's-bill on Brook 
Meadow when he posted a sample plant through my letter box which he had found in the 
Hayling North Common public carpark.  The flowers on Ralph’s plant were much larger and 
darker than those on the plant I found in the meadow which was clearly not Hedgerow 
Crane's-bill.  
 
Grasses 
The grasses are going mad.  Most are now above head height, with the occasional patch of 
Reed Canary-grass standing even taller.  Walking through them is an experience not to be 
missed!   Identifying them is quite a challenge – anyone up to it?  Here are a few to go on 
with: Timothy (first of the year), Perennial Ryegrass, Creeping Bent-grass (purple tinged 
flowers with leafy runners and long ligules), Giant Fescue (with long awns), Tall Fescue (in 
large tufts with no awns), Cocksfoot (rough spikelets tinged purple), Yorkshire Fog (also 
purple and very soft to the touch), False Oat-grass (with bent awns), Soft Brome (hairy and 
soft with long awns), Barren Brome (with weeping spikelets), Annual Meadow-grass, 
Rough Meadow-grass, Meadow Foxtail, Marsh Foxtail, Wall Barley (big patch by the 
Seagull Lane gate).  
 

GROUP NEWS 
Children in the Meadow 
The meadow is such a good potential educational facility that one of the group’s aims has 
been to encourage children and schools to take an interest in the meadow, to enjoy its 
wildness and learn about its wildlife.  Hence I was delighted on Wednesday to see a party 
of schoolchildren and their teachers from a school in Chidham walking through the 
meadow, making notes on what they saw, looking at the fish in the river and running 
around on the newly cut "community area" infront of the seat.  I gave them some leaflets 
and hoped they had benefitted from their visit.  
More news of children in the meadow, this week Sally Church and I fixed a date in October 
for another visit to the meadow by the local Wildlife Watch Group. In their previous visit 
earlier in the year about 6 children carried out useful conservation work. 



 
Debbie Miller 
Debbie Miller is leaving the Hampshire Habitat Management Advisor Project on 28 June 
2002 to take up a new position with the Hampshire Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
(FWAG).  Debbie has been our habitat management advisor since the group began work 
on the meadow in September 2000.  She wrote a management plan for the restoration of 
habitat of Brook Meadow in which the key feature was the removal of the annual year’s 
growth of vegetation.  Debbie also engineered a grant from the SINC Project to help fund 
our first big cut of the meadow last year.  The Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
expresses it gratitude to Debbie for all her help and wishes her all the very best in her new 
job.   
 
New Information Boards 
Ian Brewster’s parting gift to the group (he has left Havant Borough Council to work for 
Arun District Council) was to order two Metroguard sign cases.  These are strong (and 
hopefully, vandal-proof!) sign cases in which we shall be able to display news, events and 
general information about the meadow and the work of the conservation group. This week 
the posts and sign cases were erected by Mayland Landscapers at a cost of £150 which 
was met by the group.  One has been erected near the North Gate and the other near the 
Lumley Gate.  A third board is planned for the South Gate. We would like to thank the 
following companies in Seagull Lane who kindly contributed £25 each: Artec Engineering 
Ltd, RBM Anodising Ltd and Contract Lifting Services.   
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm at Ted’s house 13, The 
Rookery. 

Future meetings: Tues 16 July, Tues 20 August, Tues 10 September.  
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South 
Street.  

We hope to have a speaker from Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  
Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the 
Lumley Gate. 

Future workdays:  Thurs 4 July (cancelled), Sun 21 July, Thurs 1 August, Sun 18 
August.  
Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am meeting at 
Palmers Rd  

car park.  Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug. 
Guided Herb walk – Thursday 27 June 7 p.m. meeting at Palmers Rd car park, led by 
Steve Taylor,  

herbalist at Medicine Garden in South Street, Emsworth.  
Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust on  

Thursday 18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in 
Church Path.  
Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our 
gazebo for our  

stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are 
able to help. 

 
 
 

Week 24: June 10-16, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 



Birds 
Nothing special to report this week.  Most of the regulars were singing including 3 Chiffchaff 
and 3 Blackcap.  The Whitethroat family with 4 youngsters is still about – this week I heard 
and saw them calling and being attended to by their parents in the bushes near the Lumley 
Gate. House Sparrows are still visiting the meadow for insects for their young.   
 
Insects 
As last week, we have seen several fresh-looking Small Tortoiseshell butterflies – clearly 
marking the emergence of a summer brood.  Other butterflies observed included 2 Red 
Admirals, a Small White and a Painted Lady.  
The first Banded Demoiselle of the year was flying in the Seagull Lane patch and another 
was seen on Sunday during the Workday.  They are quite large for damselflies and have a 
distinctive fluttering flight.  The males have a dark band across the wings.  Another 
distinctive insect on the meadow at present is the “thigh beetle”(Oedemera nobilis), so 
called because of its swollen thighs.  They can usually be seen resting on vegetation, 
particularly inside the trumpets of Large Bindweed.  There are two new ant hills in the wet 
area to the north of the Lumley Gate.   
 
Wild Flowers 
Newly flowering in the meadow this week were Pineappleweed, Scentless Mayweed?, 
Large Bindweed, Meadowsweet, Hogweed and Oxeye Daisies (by Lumley Gate).  
Broad-leaved Willowherb and Purple Toadflax are now brightening the area behind the 
bottle bank in Palmer's Road Car Park.  The pretty Dog Roses are in flower along the north 
bank and along Lumley Road.  The highly scented Garden Privet is flowering along Lumley 
Road and Honeysuckle in the hedge near the Lumley Gate.    
I have been puzzling over a Forget-me-not on the banks of the Lumley Stream, which 
should be Water Forget-me-not from where it grows.  The adpressed hairs on the upper 
stem and calyx support that identification, but its flowers are too small.   
There is a patch of what I think is Common Figwort standing tall in the South Meadow just 
inside the South Gate.  If so, this would be a new addition to the Brook Meadow plant list – 
we already have Water Figwort on the banks of the River Ems.  Common Figwort has 
pointed leaves in contrast to the rounded leaves of Water Figwort.   
Hedge Woundwort is flowering well in several places, sometimes hiding among Common 
Nettles – the two plants have very similar leaves, though the Hedge Woundwort does not 
sting.   
Yarrow is in bud, but not yet in flower. The distinctive leaves of Pepper-saxifrage are now 
showing in the wet Lumley area, but no flowers as yet.  There is a large Poppy plant 
growing on the east side behind the Lumley Road cottages, not yet in flower.   
Someone has been chopping down the Hemlock Water-dropwort along the river banks in 
Palmer's Road copse.  They must have something against this plant – I wonder why?   
The grasses are going mad in the meadow.  There seem more than ever this year.  Is this 
due to the big cut?  Most are now head high, with the occasional patch of Reed 
Canary-grass standing even taller.  I am still trying to make Meadow Foxtail into Timothy 
which I have not yet found this year.  
 
Other wildlife 
I had a chat with Steve who has lived in Emsworth all his life and who walks his two dogs in 
the meadow several times a day - an activity which certainly helps to keep the paths open.  
He does not recall ever having seen so many Brown Trout in the river as there are this 
year.  He thinks there may also be Pike.   Sea Trout which come up the Lumley Stream 
from the millponds are also abundant this year.  Steve also saw 3 Roe Deer in the north of 
the meadow last week – on their way through the meadow to taste the flowers in the 
Lumley Road gardens?      



While cutting the “community area” during the workday on Sunday we disturbed a vole 
which scuttled away to hide under some cuttings.  There are three possible identifications: 
Bank Vole, Field Vole and Water Vole.  Its relatively small size suggests it was either Bank 
or Field Vole, though it could have been a young male Water Vole born early in the 
breeding season and dispersing from the river bank territory.  We also disturbed a Frog 
which hopped across towards the river.   
Wildlife Photos 
Photos taken in the meadow can be found on on the web site at 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   
From the Homepage go to Wildlife Photos.  

 
WORKDAY - SUNDAY JUNE 16 

Sunday’s work session was attended by 8 members: Penny, Debi, Marjorie, Pat, Graham, 
Wally, Graham Ault and myself.  We concentrated on cutting and raking the “community 
area” in front of the seat which had not been cut for a month.  Overnight rain had made the 
vegetation very wet and it certainly was heavy work raking-up the cuttings and removing 
them to the tip near the Lumley Gate.  Wally and I did some cutting to open up some of the 
casual paths through the meadow which had become very overgrown.  Marjorie cleared 
the brambles and nettles that were overhanging the river path going north from the North  
Bridge.   

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workdays – Thursday 4 July and Sunday 21 July 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley 
Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  
Herb walk - led by Steve Taylor, herbalist Thursday 27 June 7-9 pm meeting in Palmers 
Road car park.  
Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust on Thursday 
18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path.  
Further details later.  
 

KINGCOMBE MEADOWS 
I have been in Dorset for much of the week during which time I visited the Kingcombe 
Meadows Nature Reserve which is some 13 miles west of Dorchester.  It covers 370 acres 
of small meadows, unimproved grassland, thick ancient hedgerows, woodland, scrub and 
bog .  Well worth a visit if you are in that area.  Management is by grazing and hay cutting.  
The meadows, and Lord’s Mead, in particular, are quite breathtaking with a wonderful 
display of wild flowers, including many hundreds of Common Spotted Orchids and not a 
Nettle or Willowherb in sight.  Most interesting was the fact that the vegetation was of fairly 
uniform height and never more than a couple of feet, indicating a very low level of fertility in 
the soil.  This is what we are aiming for in Brook Meadow, but we have a long, long, way to 
go yet! 

 
LOCAL ITEMS FROM RALPH HOLLINS’ WILDLIFE NEWS 

Chichester Peregrines 
Most people who watch the early evening BBC TV News will have seen pictures of four 
healthy Peregrine chicks in a nest box at the foot of the spire of Chichester cathedral, and 
other pictures of the parent birds hanging in the wind near the nest. This is of course 
another success story for Graham Roberts who put up the nest box in 1995, though the 
birds which have been roosting on the spire (at least in winter months) since the early 
1990s ignored it until last year (when there was no news as the eggs failed to hatch). This 
year a pair of Peregrines has hatched four young (sometime in early May) and they are 
expected to make their first flights within the nest week or so.  
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Farlington Marshes 
Reserve Warden Bob Chapman told us recently that the strong winds were giving birds 
which nest in the reeds at Farlington Marshes a hard time. However, the Bearded Tits are 
continuing to fledge despite the weather. Bob also tells us that a second pair of Swans 
should soon hatch their two eggs at the Deeps (one pair has already hatched six cygnets in 
the reserve), but there is no news from him of any success among the Lapwing that will 
have attempted to nest, nor any Yellow Wagtails even attempting to nest this year. 
 
Mediterranean Gulls in Langstone Harbour  
Chris Cockburn the Langstone Harbour RSPB Warden reports a great reduction in the 
number of nesting Med Gulls on the RSPB islands this year. Where there were 46 pairs last 
year there are only 11 pairs this year.  Chris attributes this to a combination of the weather 
and the feeding habits of these gulls. For some reason the Med Gulls never feed on what 
can be found in the harbour, but fly inland to feed on what they can find in the soil or in 
rubbish tips. In earlier years they have had a plentiful supply of earthworms, mainly 
gathered behind the plough, to feed up on just before breeding but this year a combination 
of less spring ploughing of fields near the harbour and very hard soil caused by an absence 
of rain meant that the birds never got into the mood for breeding.  
 

 
Week 23: June 3-9, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 

Birds 
On Thursday I was delighted to see 4 young Whitethroats lined up on a branch of the Goat 
Willow sapling near our rubbish tip being fed by the two parents.  I tried to get a photo but I 
was too far away.  I walked round the meadow but did not see any other signs of young 
Whitethroat though there were at least two other males singing.   Three Chiffchaff and 3 
Blackcap were also singing.  I spotted a pair of Blackcap near the centre line of Willows, but 
could not see any young.   
 
Insects 
I saw a lovely blue damselfly with a dark band near the end of its abdomen flying around 
the wet vegetation near the Lumley Stream.   Ralph Hollins says a good way of separating 
Common Blue from Azure Damselflies is that Commons like to spend their time skimming 
the surface of open water away from the waterside vegetation whereas the Azures prefer 
to stay within the vegetation.  On the basis of this my tentative ID is male Azure damselfly.   
On Monday June 10th I found three fresh-looking Small Tortoiseshells resting on the 
nettles in different parts of the meadow – the first of the summer brood?  Also, the first 
Skipper (probably Large Skipper) of the summer in the meadow. The first Large Skipper for 
Hampshire was seen on 31 May by Andrew Brookes in the Huntbourn Woods west of 
Denmead.  
 
Hedgerow Crane's-bill 
To get a second verdict on the Crane's-bill plant that I found in the Seagull Lane patch I 
asked Ralph Hollins to have a look at it.  He said “I have very little doubt but that it is 
Hedgerow Cranesbill which grows locally along the side of Southmoor Lane (where it could 
be seen flowering right through the winter a couple of years ago though I have only seen 
one plant this year) and is found in the carpark for the Northney North Common open 
space behind the marina, and at the IBM North Harbour site. The colour and size of the 
flowers is very distinctive and I don't know of anything that you could confuse with it.” 
 
Sedge mystery solved 



I sent a sample of the mystery sedge from the wet area by the Lumley Stream that has 
been baffling our local experts (and me) to Pete Selby the South Hants Botanical Recorder 
for his verdict.  I thought at first it could be Distant Sedge, but there should have been a 
clear point on the female glumes which I could not find.  Pete agreed it was Carex distans 
(Distant Sedge) .  Of the alternatives that had been put forward Pete said it could not be 
Carex binervis because of the missing furrow and the glumes were not distinctive and it 
was not Carex hostiana because the beak was not long enough and the leaves did not 
have a trigonomous point.  Pete also considered Carex laevigata but there was no collar 
around the stem at the ligule.  He added that all of these sedges have a point to the female 
glume to a greater or sometimes lesser extent so it is maybe not such a good 
characteristic?  
 
Other flowering plants 
Thyme-leaved Speedwell (Rose p.304) is another new plant for the Brook Meadow flora 
list.  I found some flowering north of the causeway near the seat.  There is also some in 
Hollybank Woods on the Holly Lodge site.  Its leaves are untoothed and hairless, but its 
stem is hairy all round.  Its tiny white flowers have blue lines on the inside.   
Also, newly flowering on the meadow this week were Lesser Stitchwort south of the 
causeway, Oxeye Daisy near the Lumley Gate, Branched Bur-reed in the River Ems on the 
bend above the North Bridge, Dog Rose in the centre of the meadow and Common Mallow 
in the Seagull Lane patch.  
There are some very tall flowering Water Figwort beneath the South Bridge. The Butterbur 
is now dominating the river banks around the sluice gate with its huge leaves.   
Dogwood is flowering in the western plantation and the Alder Buckthorns that Ian Brewster 
and I planted earlier in the year below the causeway are sprouting nicely and looking 
healthy.  
 
Wildlife Photos 
I have put some photos (mainly of flowers) taken in the meadow on the web site at 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Wildlife Photos.  
Other Local Wildlife News 
42 Mute Swan and 40 Mallard on the millpond. Yarrow flowering along Bath Road and 
Purple Toadflax along the Dolphin path. Coot still on its nest on Peter Pond and 2 Reed 
Warblers singing.  
 

GROUP NEWS 
Workday  
No one turned up for the workday on Thursday June 6 which is just as well since the 
meadow was saturated following heavy overnight rain.   
Tony Wilkinson 
Tony has recently undergone a heart by-pass operation. We all wish him well.   

 
FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 

Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workday – Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  
Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust on Thursday 
18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path.  
Further details later.  
 

 
Week 22: May 27 to June 2, 2002 

 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS 
Birds 
Whitethroats seem to be down to 3 (or possibly 4) well-separated singing males.  There is 
one in the lower meadow, often heard singing from the bramble bank around Gooseberry 
Cottage or perching on the dead sapling south of the causeway.  A second is in the main 
meadow north of the line of Willows, often heard singing from one of the Willow saplings in 
that area.  The third is in the north meadow singing from the bushes on the east side of the 
meadow behind the Lumley Road cottages.  A possible fourth sings from the willows by the 
North Gate, though this could be the same bird that sings from east side of the meadow.  
Young tits are now out of the nest with Blue Tit and Great Tit families filling the trees with 
their chattering calls.  Tony Wootton managed to snap 3 young Blue Tits being fed by a 
parent.  Let me know if you see any other young birds around the meadow.  
Insects 
White butterflies were numerous on the meadow with Small White, Large White and 
Green-veined White all present.  Several Red Admirals, Speckled Woods and at least one 
Common Blue were seen.   
I also saw one very tatty Small Tortoiseshell, which was probably one of the last from those 
which hibernated over the winter. Look out for the Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars which 
when young live gregariously on white silk webs spun over growths of nettle.  They reach 
22mm in length, are spiny and vary in colour from yellow with black speckles to mainly 
black with with yellow-based spines. The first summer brood of Small Tortoiseshells should 
be in flight in early July.   
I found a red and black insect on some vegetation in the Seagull Lane patch.  It was slightly 
larger than a Ladybird and more oval in shape.  I thought it was a beetle, but was not able 
to find a good match for it in Chinery’s “Collins Guide to Insects”.  But Ralph Hollins once 
again came to the rescue by correctly identifying it (without actually seeing it!), not as a 
beetle, but as the very common Froghopper Cercopis vulnerata (Chinery p.90). I should 
have waited to see if it jumped.   
Fish 
Everyone I meet is remarking on the large numbers of fish that we have in the river at 
present.  Most appear to be Trout with some up to 12 inches (30cm) in length.  A good 
place to watch them is from the South Bridge, particularly with the sun behind you to see 
into the water. Ralph Hollins tells me that Trout which spend their life in fresh water can 
grow to 99cm while those that venture out to sea can be 140cm long.  
 

FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW  
Brook Meadow is begining to look like a real meadow with grasses dominating the sward.  
They are now chest high in many places, but are worthwhile rumaging into to see what you 
can find.  One of my favourite grasses is the ultra soft Yorkshire Fog - it is like velvet when 
you run your fingers over it and is now looking good with its red-tinged flower spikes.  
Stinging Nettle and Great Willowherb are also growing again, but seem not so dominant as 
they were before last year’s cut - compare the areas that were cut last year with those that 
were left.  
As for the wild flowers they are springing all over the place.  White Campion and 
Silverweed are newly flowering and there is a nice patch of Hedge Woundwort in flower 
along the north bank.  Water Figwort is flowering beside the River Ems – note its tiny red 
flowers.   Look out also for the tiny pink flowers of Cut-leaved Crane's-bill and the tiny white 
flowers of Common Mouse-ear which are flowering well in many places.  
Ragged Robin is another nice plant now flowering well in the wet areas north of the 
causeway; I counted a total of 114 plants this week which seems more than last year.  
There are also 4 plants of Bulbous Buttercup in this area by the “Lumley puddle” – look 
underneath the flowers to see the sepals bent back.  You will have to get there before noon 
to see the Goat's-beard flowers in the patch at the end of Seagull Lane – there was also a 
huge “clock” when I looked in the week.  



Lots of Common Spike-rush  is flowering along the centre path through the meadow. 
Branched Bur-reed is growing quickly in the River Ems near the railway embankment, but 
not yet flowering. 
  

WILDLIFE LISTS AND PHOTOS 
The flora and bird lists for the meadow on the web site have both been up-dated.  There are 
also photos (mainly of flowers) on the web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From 
the Homepage go to Wildlife Photos.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Havant Borough Council’s contractors have been at work strimming the main paths 
through the meadow.  However, the kids have also been busy building another dam/bridge 
with pallets in the usual place near the bend.  Graham Ault is away until June 10, so its 
removal will probably have to wait for his return.   
 

NEW SIGN CASES FOR THE MEADOW 
The two Metroguard Sign cases that Ian Brewster ordered before he left Havant Borough 
Council were delivered to me this week.  Hopefully we should have them erected in the 
meadow in the next couple of weeks by Mayland Landscapes.  One will go by the North 
Gate and the other near the seat.  They will be used to display news and  information about 
the meadow and the work of the conservation group.  

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Emsworth’s millponds 
On Sunday 2 Cormorants were fishing in Slipper Millpond where a Mallard duck was 
accompanied by a flotilla of 14 tiny ducklings.  The rafts are still occupied by a collection of 
gulls, though I could see a pile of nesting material in the nest box on the raft nearest the 
Hermitage Bridge which was probably hiding a Coot sitting on its nest. Three Coot chicks 
from the first brood were on the pond.   
On Peter Pond the Mute Swan pair were back to the scene of their unsuccessful nesting 
attempt – it is too late for them to try again this year.  However, the Coot pair are still going 
for it with one bird back on the nest that had previously been washed away; they are such 
determined little birds.  A Reed Warbler was singing in the reedbeds opposite Gooseberry 
Cottage and another, suprisingly, was singing from bushes beside the busy A259.  Tree 
Mallow and Common Ragwort are in flower on the A259 embankment overlooking the 
pond.   
Little Terns lose their nest at Hayling Oysterbeds  
I just caught the end of Chris Cockburn’s RSPB Little Tern watch on Friday at Hayling 
Oysterbeds and he confirmed what I had previously heard from Ralph Hollins that all 46 
Little Tern nests had been washed away by an exceptionally high tide last weekend.  The 
whole of the shingle island where the Terns nest was under water.  However, Chris was 
confident that the Terns would rebuild their nests and should be sitting again within a week.  
There are plenty of Little Terns to see if you go there, flying and fishing in the lagoon.   
Bar-Headed Goose at Nutbourne 
Tony Wootton found a very unusual goose on the wet field at the bottom of Farm Lane at 
Nutbourne.  It was a Bar-headed Goose, and is appropriately named because it has bars 
on its head.  This bird is not a native of this country and must have escaped from a 
collection somewhere.  It is not unusual to see one or two of these good looking birds in the 
company of Canada Geese.   
Skylarks in decline 
Much has been written about the decline of our farmland birds over the past 30 years and 
this week Ralph Hollins reported the distressing news that Skylarks had almost 
disappeared from Warblington Farm which he has been surveying for many years.  In this 
year’s survey he had the lowest ever count of Skylarks - just one bird heard where there 
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were 33 pairs in 1977 and still 9 in 1999 - and this was on a beautiful sunny morning with 
little wind to deter them from singing.  Ralph points to two obvious factors on this farm 
which probably contributed to the decline: the grazing meadows are encouraged to grow 
tall early and then cut for silage in mid-May, while the arable fields which the larks seem to 
prefer have unpredictable timing of their vegetation. Another disheartening fact this year is 
the total absence of Yellowhammer after starting with 19 pairs in 1977. 
Skullcap at Westbourne 
Ralph reminds us that the lovely sky blue Skullcap flowers will soon be appearing in the 
stonework alongside the Lumley Millstream at Westbourne.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workdays – Thursday 6th June and Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the 
Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  
 

 
Week 21: May 20-26, 2002 

 
FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 

Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workdays – Thursday 6th June and Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the 
Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  

 
BIRDS AND INSECTS ON BROOK MEADOW 

Birds 
Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and Blackcap were singing well plus all the regulars.  Richard 
Bishop reported two Little Egrets on the river early on Thursday morning and a Jay in 
Palmer's Road copse.   
Insects 
Small and Large Whites and Green-veined Whites have been the dominant butterflies of 
the week.  I also saw a Common Blue on Sunday.  But the stars were some stunningly 
fresh Red Admirals and a Painted Lady, which I first saw on Wednesday and Richard 
Bishop reported seeing on Thursday. This was the first Painted Lady I have seen in Brook 
Meadow since the large influx a few years ago.  It is difficult to believe that such a perfect 
insect could have flown all the way from North Africa.  Ralph Hollins comments that Red 
Admirals and Painted Ladies are now widespread in Hampshire coming in from the 
continent.   
Ladybirds can usually be found on the nettles.  I also saw a red damselfly with black 
marking on its abdomen – presumably a Large Red Damselfly - in the wet area by the 
Lumley Stream.   
  

FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW  
Herbs 
The meadow is ablaze with wildflowers, the most prominent of which are Cow Parsley, 
Hemlock Water-dropwort, Red and White Clover, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Common 
Mouse-ear, Meadow Buttercup and Common Nettle. The red spikes of Common Sorrel are 
showing up particularly well against the green grasses. Fool's Watercress can be seen in 
the river. Lesser Celandine is virtually over, but it has made a lovely show.  Particularly, 
pleasing to see is the spread of Ragged Robin in the wet areas on the Lumley side. We 
also have a splendid patch of Brooklime.  Newly flowering this week were Water Figwort 



(tall fleshy plants with tiny red flowers along the river), Prickly and Smooth Sow-thistle 
(yellow flowers), Pineappleweed (rub it between your fingers), Beaked Hawk's-beard (with 
multiple yellow flower-heads and a ruff of bracts beneath the flowers), Hedge Woundwort 
(red flowers and leaves very like stinging nettle which it grows alongside), Lesser 
Stitchwort (tiny star-like white flowers), Black Medick (hop-like yellow flowers with 
non-spotted leaves with tiny points at the tips) and White Campion in the Seagull Lane 
patch. 
I was most excited to find some tiny yellow buttercups flowering near the Lumley puddle 
(inside the Lumley Gate) which I am fairly sure are Lesser Spearwort.  This is a new 
addition to the flora list of Brook Meadow.  The flowers have 5 yellow petals and yellow 
sepals and there appears to be a green ball in the centre of the flower (an achene?) 
surrounded by a ring of yellow stamens.  The stalks are furrowed as indicated by Francis 
Rose (p.98).  I have put a photo on the web site – go to Wildlife photos. 
Grasses 
There are a bewildering variety of grasses on the meadow and I have been struggling to 
identify them.  I have found at least 12 of the 26 that were on last year’s list: Creeping 
Bent-grass (purple tinged flowers with leafy runners and long ligules), Giant Fescue (with 
long awns), Tall Fescue (in large tufts with no awns), Cocksfoot (with spikelets tinged 
purple), Yorkshire Fog (also purple and very soft to the touch), False Oat-grass (with bent 
awns), Soft Brome (hairy and soft with long awns), Barren Brome (with weeping spikelets), 
Annual Meadow-grass, Rough Meadow-grass, Meadow Foxtail, Marsh Foxtail, Wall Barley 
(big patch by the Seagull Lane gate).  The long cyndrical spikelets of Meadow Foxtail still 
dominate the main meadow and I have been trying to turn some of them into Timothy 
without success.   
Sedges 
Sedges are a good indicator of old meadows and we have 10 species on show in the wetter 
areas of Brook Meadow: Distant Sedge, Divided Sedge, False Fox Sedge, Lesser Pond 
Sedge, Greater Pond Sedge, Hairy Sedge, Pendulous Sedge, Spiked Sedge, Common 
Spike-rush and Sea Club-rush.  There is also some of Hard Rush.  I have just discovered 
what looks suspiciously like Lesser Pond Sedge by the seat in Palmer's Road copse.  
There remains the mystery sedge which Gwynne Johnson thinks could be Carex binervis 
(Green-ribbed Sedge), but the habitat is totally wrong.  I think it looks like a large Distant 
Sedge.   
 
 

GUIDED NATURE WALK – Sunday 26 May 
I was joined by Jill Meesom and her friend Frances and Elisabeth Kinloch for this morning’s 
nature walk.  The meadow was very wet following heavy overnight rain and we got caught 
in a few light showers.  However, we had a lovely walk with Wren, Whitethroat and 
Blackcap singing particularly well.  We saw a Common Blue butterfly and identified lots of 
flowers, grasses and sedges.   

 
WATER VOLE SURVEY 

Frances Brettell and I joined Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust to conduct a 
preliminary Water Vole survey along the River Ems and the Lumley Stream in Brook 
Meadow.   While Frances and Clare donned waders and walked up the river bed looking for 
signs on the banks, I walked along the banks recording their observations.  We found 
plenty of evidence of Water Vole activity along the River Ems, but none along the Lumley 
Stream.  However, Clare thought Peter Pond would be worth looking at sometime.  We 
found 4 main areas of activity along the Ems with short gaps between them - possibly 
indicating 4 pairs?  In all, I recorded 55 burrow holes, 6 latrines and 5 larders, though I’m 
sure some were missed.  
Interestingly, Clare found a very small dropping that could be from a Water Shrew.  If so, 
this would be a new addition to the mammal population of Brook Meadow.  I sent a 



magnified photo of the dropping to Clare for her verdict and I have also put a copy on the 
web site – go to Wildlife photos.  It is about 5mm in length and has the skeleton of an insect 
in it which is interesting because insects are part of the diet of the Water Shrew.   
Hopefully, Clare Bishop and Graham Roberts will be coming to Emsworth in late July to 
give a talk about Water Voles.  This would be followed by another Water Vole survey 
hopefully involving more group members and other interested parties and covering the 
River Ems as far as north Westbourne.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Emsworth 
On several days this week a Wren has been going into the ivy on my back garden fence 
with what looks like nest building materials.  It also sings frequently from the top of the 
fence.  Is this not a little late to build nests and attract mates?   Broad-leaved Willowherb is 
now in flower along Bridge Road – matching some also in flower in Havant reported by 
Ralph Hollins.   
The Millponds 
The local Mute Swan population was about 70 this week, though it varies from day to day.  
Most are on the town millpond.  Still no sign of the Black Swan.  Has anyone any news of it?  
The Coot family of 4 chicks which I missed last week were on Slipper Millpond, but there is 
no sign of any further nesting.  The rafts were occupied, as usual, by a multitude of gulls, 
mainly immature Herring Gulls with a few Black-headed Gulls.  I heard a Reed Warbler 
singing from the reeds in the far SE corner of the pond, but it is unlikely to stay.   The Mute 
Swan pair are still hanging around, following the loss of their one cygnet.  On Peter Pond 
there is still one Coot chick from the first brood while its parent is sitting high on another 
nest near the centre of the pond.  The Reed Warblers in the reedbeds to the north of Peter 
Pond seem to sing all day long.  
Hayling Oysterbeds  
Hayling Oysterbeds is the best local site for breeding of Little Terns.  This week more than 
130 Little Tern were observed, which represents a large increase on previous years.  One 
can watch activity among the birds with mass take-offs and many individual birds bringing 
small fish as offerings to their mates at their chosen nest sites.  Two pairs of Ringed Plover 
and two pairs of Shelduck are also present with a similar number of Oystercatchers.  
If you are not familiar with the Hayling Oysterbeds you might find it worth while to visit 
during next week when the Local Reserve Warden (Jo Hampton) and the Langstone 
Harbour RSPB Warden (Chris Cockburn) will be present for a couple of hours around a low 
tide time each day starting on Tuesday May 28.  This event is part of a nationwide RSPB 
promotional week under the title 'Wake up to birds' and the dates and times when you can 
expect to have expert help in seeing the birds and learning about this local nature reserve 
are as follows:- Tuesday 28, 5-6pm; Wednesday 29, 6-7pm; Thursday 30, 9-10am; Friday 
31, 10-11am; Saturday 1 June, 10am-2pm. 
 



 
Week 20: May 13-19, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW 

Birds 
All our summer visitors were singing in much the same areas as last week, which suggests 
they are settling down in their territories.  There seem to be 6 Whitethroat, 3 Blackcap and 
3 Chiffchaff.   A Reed Warbler was also singing on the meadow this week, but I doubt if it 
will stay.  It was probably visiting from Peter Pond or just passing through.  No sign of 
Sedge Warbler as yet, though there was one singing on the meadow from late April until 
mid-June last year.  We had two good raptor sightings during the Workday on Sunday 
morning - a Buzzard soared over the meadow (probably one from the Stansted Forest 
group) and a Sparrowhawk flew across towards Lumley.   
 
Insects 
There has been a lot of Small White and Green-veined White butterflies in the meadow this 
week, though others have been a little scarce - 2 Large Whites, 2 Peacocks, 1 Small 
Tortoiseshell and 1 Speckled Wood.  However, some very fresh-looking Red Admirals are 
a welcome addition.    
Ralph Hollins comments that these and other observations makes him think that the many 
Red Admirals recorded in early spring have already been succeeded by their offspring.  
Normally, he says, this butterfly lays eggs in June (after migrants have arrived) but there is 
nothing to stop them doing so earlier in the year if they are already here. The adult butterfly 
emerges jsut about two months after the egg is laid (in this case in mid-March). 
Presumably this happens on the continent, giving rise to the early summer migrants that 
are normally the start of this butterfly's life cycle in this country.   
I saw my first red Soldier Beetle of the year this week. 
 

FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW  
Herbs 
Wildflowers are springing up all over the meadow. Cow Parsley is starting to dominate the 
sward, but Hogweed has yet to show its flowers.  Comfrey are looking particularly 
handsome, with three different coloured flowers.  The bright splashes of yellow Winter 
Cress stand out boldly.  In contrast, the flowers of Cleavers are like tiny white dots.  Almost 
as tiny are the deeply divided white flowers of Common Chickweed and Common 
Mouse-ear which are easily confused; look for the hairy leaves of the latter.   
All three kinds of Buttercup are flowering; look for Meadow Buttercups, with their deeply 
toothed and lobed leaves, standing tall above the other vegetation, particularly in the north 
meadow.    
Patches of Germander Speedwell create wonderful splashes of deep blue in various parts 
of the meadow.  Goat's-beard is an interesting plant which can be seen just inside the gate 
at the end of Seagull Lane; its flowers close up at midday.  Little patches of Ragged Robin 
(such an appropriate name) are popping up here and there.  Newly flowering this week 
were Charlock, Common Nettle and Silverweed.  The huge clumps of Hemlock 
Water-dropwort are also opening their flowers.  
 
Sedges 
Sedges are probably not everyone’s favourite plants, though they are rapidly becoming 
mine.  There is a superb display of them in the meadow at present - I have now found nine 
though there may well be more.  My list is Distant Sedge, Divided Sedge, False Fox Sedge, 
Lesser Pond Sedge, Greater Pond Sedge, Hairy Sedge, Pendulous Sedge, Spiked Sedge 
and Common Spike-rush. Many of these can be seen in the damp area immediately north 
of the causeway.   
 



Grasses 
Grasses are springing up everywhere – as expected I suppose for a meadow, but they do 
give one headaches in identification.  Newly discovered this week were Timothy, Rough 
Meadow-grass, Soft Brome, Barren Brome, Yorkshire Fog and Marsh Foxtail (with “knees” 
and inflated sheaths).  But there are a host of others (e.g., the Fescues) which I have just 
walked past. I will look at them more closely later on in the summer, hopefully when I get 
Gwynne Johnson over here to help identify them.  
 
Nature Walk 
If you would like to learn a little more and share knowledge about the wildlife on the 
meadow, then why not join our guided nature walk next Sunday 26 May, meeting in the 
Palmer's Road Car Park at 10am.      
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Swans 
Sadly, the Peter Pond Swans have lost their one and only cygnet.  Ruth Portwin tells me 
that the other eggs were washed away when the nest was flooded during a high tide.  
Maybe Elisabeth Kinloch’s men could raise the nest site to prevent this happening next 
year?    
Coot 
The Coot pair on Peter Pond are still at it.  One is sitting on a new nest built on a tower near 
the centre of the pond.  In an earlier brood they produced 2 chicks.  The chicks on Slipper 
Millpond seem to have disappeared. Not a good year, all in all, for the Coot.   
Swifts 
Swifts arrived in Emsworth this week a little later than usual.  About 8 have been screaming 
around the houses in Bridge Road, no doubt prospecting for nesting sites under the eaves 
of houses.  In Havant Ralph Hollins counted 13 Swifts over their main nest site in Manor 
Close.  
Breeding birds 
Young Starlings and Greenfinches arrived on my garden lawn this week.  Ralph Hollins 
also reported young Blackbirds, Song Thrushes, Chaffinch, Robin, Dunnock and Magpie, 
but no Blue or Great Tits as yet.  Keep a look out and let me know.  Further afield Ralph 
received reports of the first juvenile Herons having flown from nests at the Gosport heronry 
at Elson Wood in the MoD Defence Armaments site where Little Egrets are also about to 
leave their nests.  
Nightjars 
The best place locally to hear, and possibly see, Nightjars is Havant Thicket.  Barry Collins 
was the first to report one churring in Havant Thicket on a very warm evening this week. 
With it in the woodland Barry also found five roding Woodcock, though they will have been 
active for some time.   
 

GROUP NEWS 
Workday – 19 May 
There were 5 of us for the workday on Sunday morning.  Graham Ault went off to attend to 
“his” river – removing stones and logs that were partially blocking the flow of the stream (I 
trust the Environment Agency are taking note of all the good work he are doing).  
Meanwhile Pat and Graham Walgrove and their friend and I cut and raked the “community 
area” infront of the seat and did a little litter picking.  
The big cut 2002 
Brian Cull has been booked to cut and remove the bulk of rank vegetation from the 
meadow in late August, as last year.  The “big cut” is the main part of our management plan 
for the meadow, for reducing the nutrients in the soil to encourage the more delicate 
flowers, as well as for improving the general appearance and accessibility of the meadow.  
This year, the cost will be met in full by Havant Borough Council.   



Nature Hunt 
“Fun in the sun and plenty to see as children hit the trail” was the headline of a short article 
in The Portsmouth News on Monday May 13.  The article also included a nice photo of one 
of the 25 or so families that took part.  Thanks to Frances Brettell for all the hard work in 
organising it.  A very successful event everyone agreed which must be repeated!  I have 
included a few snaps that I took of the event on the web site – address below.    
Emsworth Food Festival 
I have received a Press Release about the 2nd Emsworth Food Festival which is to be held 
from September 19-22.  The event was a great success last year and we wish equal 
success this year.   
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workday – Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 26th May 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  
 

WILDLIFE LISTS AND PHOTOS ON THE WEB SITE 
The flora and bird lists for the meadow on the web site have both been up-dated.  There are 
also photos (mainly of flowers) on the site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the 
Homepage go to Brook Meadow.  

 
 

Week 19: May 6-12, 2002 
 

BIRDS ON THE MEADOW 
We still have 5 (or possibly 6) male Whitethroats singing on the meadow – listen for their 
short scratchy song.  The song is often delivered from a perch or sometimes during a 
dancing song flight before the bird returns to a perch or back into cover.  If they all stay this 
will double the number we had last year which must mean they like the meadow.  We must 
be doing something right.   All the other regulars appear to getting on with establishing 
territories and warning off too-near neighbours. I also heard a Goldcrest singing from the 
trees near the Lumley Path.  This is a tiny bird with a voice to match, so you have to listen 
carefully to hear it.   

INSECTS 
There has been a good selection of butterflies around the meadow this week with Large 
White and Small Copper making their first appearances of the year.  Also, seen frequently 
were Small White, Green-veined White, Orange Tip, Speckled Wood, Small Tortoiseshell 
and Peacock.  I had a brief glimpse of a bright red moth, which I assume was a Burnet.  
There are Ladybirds a-plenty and flies, bees, ants, spiders, etc, but don’t expect me to 
identify any of them.   
 

FLOWERING PLANTS - 
I am amazed at the progress in plant life in the week I have been away. The number of 
plants in flower has gone up to 71, making a grand total for the year so far of 86.  I was 
particularly pleased to find Ragged Robin in flower above the causeway.  The sedges are 
also doing well in this area, with Divided Sedge, False Fox Sedge, Distant Sedge and Hairy 
Sedge prominent.  Other new flowers include Red Clover, Spotted Medick, Goat's-beard, 
Bramble, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Brooklime, Cleavers, Hoary Cress, Common Sorrel, 
Wood Avens and Yellow Iris.  A microscope is needed to see the tiny flowers of 
Mind-your-own-business which grows on the river wall near the tunnel under the railway in 
the NE corner of the meadow.  All three Buttercups, Creeping, Bulbous and Meadow, are in 
flower.  Also, three different coloured Comfreys, purple, pink and white, are showing well; I 
believe the purple ones are Russian Comfrey and pink and white ones Common Comfrey.   

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


 
WORKDAY – Thursday 9th May 

It was a lovely morning for the workday which was attended by Frances Brettell, Brian 
Fellows, Jill Meesom and her friend Emma and Pat and Graham Walgrove.  The main task 
was to prepare for Sunday’s Nature Hunt.  So, we cut and raked the “community area” in 
front of the seat, cleared the steps up to the seat and had fun and games putting up the 
new gazebo.   
I took a few snaps which can be seen on the web page at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ 
- from the Homepage go to Brook Meadow - Recent photos - Workdays.  
 

NATURE HUNT – Sunday 12th May 
I think everyone enjoyed the Nature Hunt on Sunday afternoon.  The weather was fine and 
the gazebo stayed up (though some of my photo displays suffered in the breeze).  It was 
lovely to see so many families and children walking round the meadow and actually looking 
at the plants and flowers and listening to the birds.  I would estimate about 25 families took 
part in the hunt with well over 50 people in total.  Most of the people I spoke to were local, 
but admitted they had little knowledge or experience of the meadow.  But, they all said they 
had enjoyed the experience, appreciated what we were doing to conserve the meadow and 
would return.  We had a remarkable number of water vole sightings from all along the river. 
Many members worked hard to make the event a success.  A special thanks to Frances 
Brettell for organising the hunt and for devising the questionnaire.  Thanks also to Debi 
Morris, Helen Hitchings, Debbie Robinson, Graham Ault and Jill Meesom for supervising 
the hunt, to Penny Aylett and Jean Fellows for keeping youngsters well supplied with drinks 
and biscuits and to Pat and Graham Walgrove for their invaluable help in putting up the 
gazebo.  I just buzzed around chatting to people and taking photos - I shall put some of 
them onto the web site when I have the time.   
 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE 
Recent photographs of some of the wildlife mentioned in this report can be seen on the 
web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow 
and Recent Photos.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workday – Sunday 19th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car 
Park.  

 
ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH 

My neighbour, who last year discovered an Elephant Hawk-moth caterpillar consuming the 
Fuchsias in her back garden, today brought me a chrysalis of the same insect that she 
found in her garden.  It is quite a solid object, dark brown in colour and measuring just over 
4cm in length.  It has a hook at one end and four distinct dark bands around the body.  It is 
just possible to see the wings beneath the casing of the chrysalis.  I read that the chrysalis 
spends the winter just below the surface of the soil.  The beautiful pink winged moths 
emerge in June and are found wherever there are willowherbs.  So what better place for it 
than Brook Meadow.   

THE HORSETAIL MYSTERY  
I am puzzled by Horsetails.  They are growing all over the meadow, but have no flowers.  
However, I read that they are not really flowering plants at all.  They belong to a group of 
very ancient land plants called Pteridophyta (or Vascular Cryptograms) which also includes 
Ferns.  Pteridophyta are intermediate between modern flowering plants (Angiosperms) 
and mosses and liverworts (Bryophytes).  Unlike Bryophytes, both Pteridophyta and 
Angiosperms have have roots and vascular systems, but differ in their methods of 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/
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reproduction.  Horsetails (and other Pteridophyta) do not produce flowers, but rely on 
non-sexual spores produced from cones.  These spores develop not into more Horsetails 
but into tiny independent plants with sexual organs which then turn into the final Horsetail.  
All very complex!  
There are two main Horsetails which we might have on the meadow.  The Field Horsetail 
has two stages of growth: (1) non-green, unbranched, cone-bearing stems in the spring 
and (2) green, usually branching stems, without cones, in summer.  We have already had 
the cones in the meadow and all these have now gone.  Now, we have lots of the green 
type coming up with with rings of branches at regular intervals up the stems.   Look in the 
area north of the Willow line.  
The Marsh Horsetail differs from the Field Horsetail in several ways, but notably it only has 
the second (green) stage and has its cones on the end of the main stems.  It also has fewer 
ridges (4-8) on its stems than the Field Horsetail (6-18).  I am not sure if we have any of 
these on the meadow.    
My reference for this discussion was "Grasses, Sedges, Rushes and Ferns" by Frances 
Rose. 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Millponds 
The Mute Swan on Peter Pond has hatched just one cygnet.  There is no sign of the other 
eggs, so they must have been lost to a predator.  Let’s hope the pair manage to hang onto 
their one offspring. The Coot pair on Peter Pond still have their 2 chicks, but I could not find 
any trace of the Coot chicks on Slipper Millpond.  All the Mute Swans have also abandoned 
their tentative nesting efforts on on Slipper Millpond.  Two Reed Warbler are still singing 
strongly from the reedbeds opposite Gooseberry Cottage.  You might have noticed the 
large collection of brownish gulls lounging around on Slipper Millpond – they are mainly 
immature Herring Gulls with  nowhere to go. Tree Mallow is in flower on the easten side of 
Slipper Millpond.  
 

 
 

Week 16: Apr 15-21, 2002 
 

BIRDS 
The main news of the week was the return from Africa of at least one Whitethroat, which 
was singing merrily for most of Sunday morning from the bramble bank in the lower 
meadow near Gooseberry Cottage. We shall have to listen out for the scratchy song of 
others in the coming week, since we usually have at least 3 on the meadow.   Three 
Chiffchaff and three Blackcap appear to be settling down in their territories, in much the 
same areas as last year.  House Sparrows can usually be seen in the patch the end of 
Seagull Lane, but I think they nest in the local houses.   
 

FLOWERING PLANTS 
The total number of flowering plants on the meadow this week was up to 46, which includes 
10 trees and 8 grasses, etc.  This takes the grand total for the year so far to 58.    
Cuckooflowers (aka Ladies’ Smock) are showing particularly well, some pink, some 
mauve, some white.  The blue flowers of Field Forget-me-nots are popping up in various 
places (garden escapes?).   
Lords and Ladies (e.g. along Lumley Road) have now opened-up their green spathes to 
reveal their long chocolate-purple spadix.   Also new this week were the tiny white flowers 
of Stream Water-crowfoot in the river above the North Bridge.  Other new flowers include 
Groundsel, Ivy-leaved Speedwell, Daisy and Hedge Mustard.  Ralph Hollins, whom I met in 
the meadow on Monday, identified my “mystery plant” as Winter Cress.  I have 
subsequently seen many plants around the meadow, one or two are in flower.   



Comfreys are in flower around the meadow, both white and purple, but don’t ask me to 
identify them.  They are either (or both) Common Comfrey or Russian Comfrey.  A white 
flowered Comfrey is out on the eastern side of Slipper Millpond which last year was 
identified as White Comfrey.    
 

GRASSES ETC 
Meadow Foxtail remains the most prominent flowering grass in the meadow and very fine it 
is too.  Many of the Fescue clumps are starting to flower – I am calling them Giant Fescue 
(without any great confidence).  Hard Rush grows in the wetter areas with large tufts of 
stiffly erect dull green and heavily ridged stems – rub one with your fingers to feel the 
ridges. Pendulous Sedge with drooping flowers is showing well along the path through 
Palmer's Road copse and Divided Sedge above the causeway is now looking greyish with 
its stigmas emerging.  
After careful study of specimens in conjunction with Francis Rose’s “Grasses, Sedges, 
Rushes and Ferns” I am now pretty certain that some, at least, of the pond sedges growing 
on the west bank of the Lumley Stream are Greater Pond Sedge.  The male and female 
spikelets of the Greater Pond Sedge are more numerous and longer than on Lesser Pond 
Sedge and the lower female spikelets are long-stalked on the Greater Pond Sedge.  Also, 
the female glumes on the Greater Pond Sedge much longer than those on Lesser Pond 
Sedge (7-10mm as opposed to 4-5mm) and have a long point at their tips.  I have yet to 
look closely at the pond sedges growing on the west bank of the River Ems – they could be 
Lesser Pond Sedge.   
 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE 
For digital photographs of some of the wildlife mentioned in this report please go the web 
site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ and from the Homepage go to Recent Photos.  
 

WATER VOLE SURVEY TRAINING 
On Saturday 20th April Frances Brettell, Wally Osborne and Brian Fellows attended an 
excellent Water Vole Survey Training day at, Winchester, organised by the Hampshire 
Wildlife Trust.  In the morning session Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of HWT gave 
illustrated talks on the water vole and methods of surveying and in the afternoon we all 
went onto the nearby Winnal Moors to carry out a practice water vole survey.  We found 
several Water Vole signs, such as, footprints, burrow holes, latrines and feeding remains 
which we hope to put into practice in surveys of the water vole population in Brook 
Meadow.  
Winnal Moors is a wonderful HWT Reserve within half a mile of the centre of Winchester.  It 
covers some 104 acres of wet meadows and reedbeds with the River Itchen flowing 
throughout its length.  In addition to its population of Water Voles and Otters it has many 
interesting plants and abundant birdlife.  Most interesting is the Greater Tussock Sedge 
which line the margins of the waterways and which provides food and cover for Water 
Voles.  On Saturday afternoon, I heard Cetti's Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Blackcap, Willow 
Warbler and Chiffchaff singing.    

WORKDAY – Sunday 21 April 
The weather was fine and sunny for this morning’s workday which was attended by Ted 
and Penny Aylett, Jill Meesom, Marjorie and her friend Isobel, Graham Ault and myself.   
Graham and his helpers moved logs away from the S-bend in the river, to prevent them 
geting used for making dams, and onto the main meadow where they can provide a rich 
wildlife habitat as they rot down.   During the week Graham had some stern words with a 
group of youngsters he found putting pallets and logs into the river – let’s hope this will 
have some effect.  Marjorie and Isobel filled a couple of bags of rubbish from a litter pick in 
Palmer's Road copse.  Meanwhile I gave the “community area” infront of the seat another 
cut in preparation for the Nature Hunt.      

BUTTERFLIES 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


Butterflies love these warm sunny days.  We found seven species on the meadow this 
week: Brimstone, Small White, Orange Tip, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Peacock, 
Speckled Wood.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Mute Swans 
90 Mute Swans were on the town millpond on Monday.  With a further 6 on Slipper Millpond 
and the Peter Pond pair making a grand total of 98 – slightly down on last week.  The 6 
Mute Swans on Slipper Millpond appear to be in three pairs, but I could not see any clear 
signs of a nest. I suspect these three pairs were  inexperienced birds exploring new 
territories.  I watched a pair (probably same sex) circling around each other for several 
minutes, with wings raised and necks bent.     This behaviour is a type of threat-display is 
called “busking” in which secondary feathers are raised over back, the neck fluffed, and the 
head laid back with neck well arched.  On Peter Pond the Mute Swan was on her nest on 
the island, though when she got up briefly I could clearly see at least  five eggs in the nest.  
Coots  
The Coot pair on the first raft on Slipper Millpond seem to have lost one chick since last 
week, I could only see 4 there today.  But, there were several menacing Herring Gulls in 
close attendance.   
As mentioned by Tony Wilkinson last week there is a Coot nest on the western edge of the 
island adjacent to the footpath that goes south from the Chequers Quay estate.  While the 
female Coot was in the water I could see 5 eggs nestled neatly in the base of the nest.  The 
other two Coot pairs on Slipper Millpond do not appear to be nesting.  I did see a Coot 
taking twigs to the most southerly raft, but not with any clear purpose.   The Coot pair that 
were nesting near the island on Peter Pond have produced 2 chicks.   
Nightingales 
On checking the regular local sites for Nightingales I found the first one of the year singing 
from bushes about 50 yards along the footpath going east from Marlpit Lane in 
Woodmancote at SU783075.  You can set your calender by these birds – they arrived on 
exactly the same date as last year – April 18.  I also checked Racton Park Wood, but all 
was quiet.   
Snippets from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes 
Purple Heron still showing at Farlington Marshes as the first House Martin arrives there. 
Farlington also  gets its first Grasshopper Warbler of the year and a drake Garganey while 
a Short-eared Owl remains. At Thorney Island there were two Marsh Harriers and two 
Ospreys were seen off Pilsey Island.  First Cuckoos are heard in three different places and 
a few House Martins but no Wood Warblers so far.  
 

NEW SIGN CASES FOR THE MEADOW 
Ian Brewster of Havant Borough Council gave me the suprising, but good news that he has 
ordered not one Metroguard sign case, but two!  These are strong empty display cases in 
which we can place news and information sheets.  We have decided to put one of them on 
the raised footpath near the seat, but are not sure about the other.  Any ideas? 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workdays - Thursday 9th May and Sunday 19th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, at Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walks - Sunday 28th April and Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon. 
Nature Hunt - Sunday 12th May from 2 to 4 p.m. in the meadow.   Great for families. 



 
Week 15: Apr 8-14, 2002 

 
BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW  

The best bird of the week was a Treecreeper in Lumley Road copse.  Keep a look out for it 
scuttling up the trees when you walk up Lumley Road.  Birds singing: Wren, Greenfinch, 
Chaffinch, Dunnock, Great Tit, Song Thrush, Blackcap 2 (Lumley Road copse and 
Palmer's Road copse),  Chiffchaff 3 (west bank, Lumley Road copse, Palmer's Road 
copse). Others seen: Blackbird, Goldcrest, Mallard, Black-headed Gull, Carrion Crow. 

FLOWERING PLANTS  
This week’s total is 33.   Cow Parsley is now flowering all over the meadow and will soon be 
the dominant flower.   Newly flowering this week were Field Forget-me-not and Creeping 
Buttercup, both in the North Meadow.   The Hoary Cress is almost in flower along the 
causeway and Meadowsweet coming up in many places.  An attractive Snowflake-like 
flower called Three-cornered Leek is flowering again on the river bank in Palmer's Road 
copse.  I first noticed it in may last year.  It gets its name from its distinctive triangular stem.  
It is an alien plant and a native of the Western Mediterranean where it grows in damp shady 
places, often by streams.  It has been cultivated in British gardens since 1752 and is now 
thoroughly naturalised in hedge banks, roadside verges and waste places in Cornwall, 
Devon and Wales.  I was very suprised to find the Hants Flora describing it as very rare in 
Hampshire!!   
 

GRASSES 
Meadow Foxtail is flowering prominently in many areas of the meadow. The flower spikes 
of Greater Pond Sedge are now showing prominently on the edge of the Lumley Stream 
north of the Lumley Gate.   
Newly flowering this week is Cocksfoot along the edge of Palmer's Road copse near the 
car park.   
Our much-prized Divided Sedge is now showing its flower spikes in the area above the 
causeway.  Look for grass-like stems about 6 inches tall with a distinctive bunch of male 
and female flower buds (or spikelets) near the top, subtended by an inch or so of a slightly 
curved and pointed bract.   
 

TREES 
Ash trees along Lumley Road are now in flower.  The Oaks are in leaf and probably flower 
also, though I could not see any.  Is the very tall tree with three prominent trunks on the 
west side of the Lumley Stream a Beech?   The Holly along Lumley Path is in bud.    The 
Apple tree on the track that leads from the A259 to Gooseberry Cottage is in flower.  Goat 
Willows are covered with catkins (male and female on separate trees), making a wonderful 
display, particularly when viewed from the causeway.  Maybe some of them are Grey 
Willows?   One of the Willows on the east side has pretty yellow catkins.  A White Willow?    
Silver Birches are not numerous on the meadow, but those on the east side and by the 
South Gate can be seen to have both male and female catkins.  The brown pendulous 
male catkins are fairly large and easy to spot.  They formed in late summer and grew and 
opened yellow in the spring.  They have now dispersed their pollen.  In contrast the green 
female catkins are tiny at present (5mm), but under the microscope one can see a large 
number of bright red stigmas with yellow pollen stuck to them protuding from the green 
scales of the catkins. Alders are constantly changing week by week.  Now the oval leaves 
are appearing alongside the small cone-like female catkins, which are turning green as 
they ripen.  The male catkins have now finished their work and are falling off the trees, but 
there are still a number of last year’s brown cones remaining.  Stag's horn sumac on the 
east side is sprouting.   Western Red Cedars in the east side plantation are showing new 
growth.  Elder and Hawthorn are in bud, but not quite in flower.    
 



INSECTS 
Not many butterfly sightings this week: just 1 Red Admiral, 1 Speckled Wood and 1 Small 
Tortoiseshell.   
However, there were 7-spot Ladybirds all over the meadow.  Ralph Hollins comments: “I 
don't know the full details of the life cycle of a Ladybird but my impression is that these are 
much more likley to be adults that have been hibernating under the bark of trees around the 
site, and which will soon be laying eggs - but I have no idea how long it will be before those 
eggs become full adults.” 
 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE 
For recent photographs of some of the wildlife mentioned in this report please go the web 
site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow and 
Recent Photos.  
 

WATER VOLE NEWS - Visit of Fran Southgate 
Christine Pilkington-Miksa passed on a letter to me from Fran Southgate of the Sussex 
Otters and Rivers Partnership describing her recent visit to Brook Meadow to look for water 
voles.  She reported three distinct areas of vole activity and also marked them on a sketch 
map of the area.  One was along the main River Ems which is where we have had most 
activity and sightings this year.  The other two sites identified by Fran were new ones.  One 
was on the banks of the Lumley Stream just above the two bridges.  The other was along 
the banks of the River Ems to the south of the A259.  Fran took photographs of of all the 
sites and will consult with the national water vole officer before offering advice about the 
management of the site.  I will get in touch with her next week.  I looked at both these two 
sites on Saturday afternoon, but failed to see any burrow holes, though there may have 
been other signs that I overlooked.  
 

PROBLEM OF DAMS ON THE RIVER 
A sure sign that kids were on holiday was the appearance of yet more logs and branches in 
the river.  Last weekend a huge structure had been built across the river by the bend from 
logs, pallets and other materials gleaned from the rubbish bins behind the industrial units.  
Graham Ault spent an hour or so on Tuesday evening clearing the worst of it but some of 
the material was too heavy to shift on his own.  The rubbish included a car battery, which is 
very dangerous for the wildlife.  The whole place was a terrible mess and Graham felt quite 
angry about it.  He thinks we should get the police involved.  
On Friday, Tony Wilkinson met four teenagers playing on a small bridge which had been 
thrown across river by moving some of the big branches still lying around there. Tony told 
them about not disturbing the habitat of the Water Voles and he thinks the message got 
through!  Good work Tony.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Mute Swans 
There are still plenty of Swans in town.  I counted 92 on the town millpond and another 12 
on Slipper Millpond. But the Black Swan is still missing.  Tony Wilkinson thinks there could 
be as many as three Swan nests around Slipper Millpond, though it is unlikely that any will 
be productive.  However, the more experienced Mute Swan on Peter Pond is sitting tight on 
her nest on the island, where I saw at least 4 eggs earlier in the week.  So that story could 
have a happy ending.   
Coots 
The local Coots are also producing young.  Tony Wilkinson saw a Coot chick peeping out 
from the nest on Peter Pond and the Coot pair nesting on the raft nearest the Hermitage 
Bridge on Slipper Millpond hatched a brood of at least 5 chicks this week.  Unusually, there 
has been no nest building activity on either of the other two rafts on Slipper Millpond, 
though Tony Wilkinson reports seeing a Coot’s nest very close to the path to the west of the 
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pond with three eggs in it.   While he was there a Swan came up and tried to pick up one of 
the eggs in its beak so he shooed it off till the Coots got back.  Unfortunately, Tony’s digital 
let him down and he missed a great photo opportunity.  As usual at this time of the year with 
Coot chicks about two adult Herring Gulls were sitting menacingly on the centre raft.  
Summer migrants arriving 
From Thorney Island, Barry Collins reports his first Reed Warbler on Apr 9 and Common 
Whitethroat on Apr 10, so they should not be long now arriving at Peter Pond and Brook 
Meadow, respectively.   
Maidenhair Spleenwort 
If you look carefully along the wall of the Waterside Church in Bath Road you will see some 
fresh fronds of a tiny, but delightful fern called Maidenhair Spleenwort growing through 
cracks in the wall.  Ralph Hollins tells me this is only the third site in Havant Borough where 
it grows.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting - Tuesday 16th April at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery. 
Workdays - Thursday 4th April, Sunday 21st April, Thursday 9th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, at 
Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walks - Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon. 
Nature Hunt - Sunday 12th May from 2 to 4 p.m. in the meadow.   Great for families. 



 
Week 14: Apr 1-7, 2002 

 
BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW  

All the common residents were singing with numbers as follows: Collared Dove 2, 
Woodpigeon 1, Wren 9, Robin 3, Dunnock 5, Blackbird 3, Song Thrush 1, Great Tit 5, Blue 
Tit 1, Chaffinch 4, Greenfinch 4.    
The 4 Chiffchaffs which have arrived in the meadow over the past 3 weeks seem to be 
staying with us.  I think we may now have 3 Blackcaps which might be our complement for 
the summer.  Recent research by the British Trust for Ornithology shows Blackcaps like 
brambles as a nesting habitat; so they should be particularly attracted to the bramble bank 
around Gooseberry Cottage, where I have heard one singing.  The Whitethroat have not 
arrived, but should be here in the next couple of weeks.   Other birds seen: 2 pairs of 
Mallard on the river, Black-headed Gulls, Starling, Magpie, Carrion Crow.   
 

WATER VOLES 
Our Water Voles have been pretty active this week and there is growing evidence that we 
may have two or three breeding pairs, as we had last year.   I personally have had three 
sightings of single voles, two in the area around the sluice gate and one, more significantly, 
in the area immediately above the North Bridge which is where we had an active pair last 
year.  Penny Aylett passed on the interesting news that a neighbour of hers had seen “3 or 
4” in the area near the sluice gate.  This is the first report we have had of more than one 
vole in this area, though the presence of more than one would not be suprising in view of 
the number of burrow holes.   Also, there seems to be several fresh looking burrow holes in 
the river bank near the gasholder – so maybe there are more voles in that area?  The 
notice about nesting Water Voles disappeared from the Ash sapling in Palmer's Road 
copse, but I replaced it at the weekend.  
 

OTHER WILDLIFE 
It was a good week for butterflies on the meadow, with maximum counts as follows: 
Peacock 6, Small White 2, Small Tortoiseshell 2, Brimstone 1.  Plenty of Ladybirds and 
Bumblebees were around the meadow.  Trout and Mullet were very very visible in the Ems 
and the Lumley Stream and were attracting the usual posse of young fishermen.  I noticed 
a bat flying around Palmer’s Road copse at 8pm on Monday.      
 

WILDFLOWERS ON THE MEADOW 
More wildflowers are appearing on the meadow as spring really gets underway.  I recorded 
31 plants in flower this week, making a grand total of 36 for the year so far.  The total for 
2001 was 196, so we have some way to go yet.  Lesser Celandine remains the dominant 
flower and its delightful bright yellow flowers provide a lovely splash of colour across the 
meadow.  Also flowering well at present are Dandelion and its “clocks” (a much under-rated 
flower), White Dead-nettle and Red Dead-nettle.  Other flowers springing up include 
Ground Ivy, Cuckooflower (Lady’s-smock), Garlic Mustard and Wavy Bitter-cress.  Cow 
Parsley is now flowering in several places and the white flowers of Common Comfrey are 
also making a welcome appearance in the lower meadow.   Plants not yet in flower, but 
looking healthy with leaves include Lords and Ladies, Hoary Cress (aka Portsmouth 
weed), Wild Angelica, Meadowsweet and Yellow Iris (Flag).  
Photos of some flowers are on the web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ 
 

DISTINGUISHING HOGWEED AND HEMLOCK WATER-DROPWORT 
Hogweed and Hemlock Water-dropwort are two quite similar plants growing in 
conspicuous tufts on the meadow.  They are not yet in flower, but the best way to 
distinguish them is by the size and shape of the leaves.  The leaves of Hogweed are large, 
spikey, hairy and rough, whereas those of Hemlock Water-dropwort are much smaller and 
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softer to the touch.  The Hemlock Water-dropwort appears to be the most abundant of the 
two; it grows along the sides of the river banks and also in several places on the meadow 
(e.g. in the wet area by the Lumley Stream) and is highly poisonous.    
 

GRASSES, ETC 
Meadow Foxtail is now springing up all over the meadow along with the less prominent 
Annual Meadow-grass.   A fescue, probably Giant Fescue, have started to flower in the last 
week.  There are some in the SE corner of the lower meadow and others in the wet area by 
the Lumley Stream.  They have broad shiny leaves up to 15mm wide and large reddish 
auricles.  Greater Pond Sedge has also started flowering in the wet area near the Lumley 
Stream – look for the prominent dark male spikelets above sharp green leaves.   
 

 
TREES ON THE MEADOW 

We have a number of Willow species around the meadow which I have been trying to 
identify.   
Crack Willow - Salix fragilis.  We have about 60 mature Crack Willows along the banks of 
the River Ems as it passes through the meadow.  From the catkins they all seem to be 
female trees.  Apparently, it is not uncommon for all the trees along a stretch of riverside to 
be of the same sex, having grown from shoots broken off from a single tree and rooted 
wherever they were stranded. (Ref: Mitchell & Wilkinson: p.112).   
White Willow - Salix alba var alba.  I sent a twig from the Willow next to the South Gate to 
Pete Selby the South Hants Botanical Recorder.  Although the specimen did not reach him 
in very good condition he was able to identify it as a White Willow, but there are some Salix 
alba varieties to complicate matters.   
Golden Willow - Salix alba var vitellina.  One of these varieties is the Golden Willow which 
has has bright yellow or orange year old twigs in winter. The Willows in the small plantation 
in the west side of the meadow near the bend that glow orange could be Golden Willows. 
Or maybe they are Salix alba var ‘Britzensis’ – Scarlet Willow? 

ENVIRONMENT 
A sure sign the kids are on holiday is the appearance of more logs and branches in the 
river.  Graham Ault has been assiduous in clearing them, but sadly on Sunday evening I 
found another huge structure across the river near the bend made mainly from pallets and 
other materials gleaned from the rubbish bins behind the inductrial units. More hard work 
for Graham I am afraid.   
 

PLANS FOR THE NATURE HUNT 
Frances Brettell has organised a sub-committee to get things ready for the Nature Hunt on 
Sunday 12th May.  Helen Hitchings will be doing posters and Debbie Robinson will supply 
badges for the volunteers and some logo stickers.  Tables and chairs will also be needed.   
Jill Meesom and Debbie Robinson will man and organise the entrance table (including a 
sign). Graham Ault and Debbie Morris (who is also a first aider) will walk around on the day 
to check that everybody is all right and give advice/help. Penny Aylett and Jean Fellows will 
look after the refreshments.  We shall make sure suitable paths are open, possibly using 
the strimmer (which we have yet to buy). Brian will be available to answer questions about 
the wildlife on the meadow.  Information sheets about the wildlife will be available and there 
will be displays in the gazebo which Frances has recently purchased.   The event will be set 
up on the morning of 12th May. 
 

WORKDAY  - Thursday 4th April 
Seven members attended.  The weather fine and sunny.  Tasks included cutting the area 
infront of the seat, clearing dead vegetation from the lower meadow and clearing the area 
around the South Gate and the steps.   
 



FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings:  Tuesday 16th April and Tuesday 21st May.  7pm, 13, The Rookery.  
Workdays:  Sunday 21st April, Thursday 2nd May. 10am-12 noon. Lumley Gate. 
Guided Nature Walks: Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May.  10am-12 noon.  Palmer's 
Road Car Park.  
Nature Hunt:  Sunday 12th May from 2pm to 4pm in the meadow. Details from Frances 
Brettell.  
Annual General Meeting: Wednesday 9 October at Emsworth Centre.  Details later.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Swans flock to the Millpond 
There was a huge flock of Mute Swans on the town millpond for most of the week.  I 
counted 97 on one occasion which is a new record for April.  The Black Swan was still 
absent.  The Mute Swan is still sitting tight on her nest on Peter Pond as is the Coot nearby.  
There has been a suprisingly large number of Mute Swans on Slipper Millpond this week; 
on Friday I counted 12.  
Birds leave the harbour  
The harbour is almost bereft of birds as most have now left for their breeding grounds in the 
far north.  All I found this week were 2 Brent Geese, 2 Shelduck, 8 Black-tailed Godwit and 
a few Dunlin, Redshank and Curlew.  
Fires in Hollybank Woods 
Jill von Westarp rang me on Sunday evening to say that fires were raging in the western 
section of the woods and the firemen were frustrated because they could not get through 
the gate to put them out.  Havant Borough Council clearly have the keys, but have not 
passed them onto the fire service.  
 

 
 

Week 13: Mar 25-31, 2002 
 

 
BROOK MEADOW: BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES 

Two of our three expected summer visitors have arrived.  So far we have four Chiffchaff 
and one Blackcap singing on the meadow.  I would expect more Blackcap to turn up 
shortly.  Listen for them in the woodland areas.  The Whitethroat should be here in a couple 
of weeks time.  All the residents were also singing and are no doubt busy establishing 
territories, finding mates and building nests.  From the South Bridge I watched a Great Tit 
entering nest box number 6 just north of the bridge.  On Wednesday I had a shock to hear 
a Cuckoo call from the bushes near the Lumley Gate.  Surely, not this early?   Then Fred 
Portwin emerged, having me on, but giving a very convincing imitation of the bird’s call.  
This has been the best week so far for butterflies.  I recorded 2 Small Tortoiseshell, 4 
Peacock, 1 Small White and 2 Brimstone. Also, present were Bumblebees, Ladybirds 
(7-spot and 2-spot) and Crane-flies.   
 

FLOWERING PLANTS 
More plants are coming into flower as spring gets underway.  The yellow flowers of Lesser 
Celandine still dominate the meadow, but I think we have lost all our Winter Heliotrope for 
another year.    
Newly flowering this week were Cuckooflower in the damp areas in the centre of the 
meadow and a patch of Wavy Bitter-cress (with wavy stems!) along the path through 
Palmer's Road copse.   The deep blue flowers of Grape Hyacinth (escapes?) are also 
showing nicely near the old seat in Palmer's Road copse.  There are no Cow Parsley 
flowers on the meadow as yet, but they will not be long coming, as there are some to be 
seen around the local area.  



I did my annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Wednesday.  Most were on the river 
bank below and around the sluice gate, with a few on the causeway towards the Lumley 
Gate.  My count of 240 is well below last year’s total of 412.  Ralph Hollins think the drop 
may be due to weather conditions, but many appear to have gone over and were hard to 
find.  The very large leaves of Butterbur are just starting to grow and will sooon dominate 
the river bank where they grow.  They are not easy to distinguish from the leaves of Winter 
Heliotrope; both are of simalar shape and size, but the Butterbur are slightly lighter in 
colour. 
Of the trees, most of the Crack Willows have leaves coming though there are very few 
catkins visible.  I wonder why this is?  Alder and Goat Willow also have leaves coming 
through.  Elder has both leaves and buds showing.  But there is no movement in Oak and 
Ash as yet.  
A number of the stems of Field Horsetail are coming up in the centre of the meadow near 
the line of willows.  Since it is quite wet in this area, some of them could be Marsh 
Horsetail?   Meadow Foxtail is flowering well on the east side and in the centre of the 
meadow.  Annual Meadow-grass is everywhere.  
 

WATER VOLE NEWS 
We have had just a couple of sightings of a Water Vole reported this week, from Frances 
Brettell and Graham Ault, both from the area by the sluice gate.  But, there is evidence of 
more fresh burrow holes both downstream near the South Bridge and upstream towards 
North Bridge.  So let’s hope there are more voles returning than we have seen so far.   
This week, thanks to Andy Brook, two newspaper articles appeared highlighting the work of 
the group in protecting the water voles in Brook Meadow; one was in the Portsmouth News 
(Wednesday p.12) and the other in the Chichester Observer (Thursday p. 17).  The News 
article ran with a picture, the Chi Observer article ran without illustration.  We also benefited 
from the News using their placards outside newsagents to place an official News 'headline' 
which featured a range of wording based around the phrase/idea: “residents urged to 
protect Emsworth water voles”.  
 

GROUP NEWS 
Printed Newsletters 
To save time, money and unnecessary duplication, the committee have decided that the 
bi-monthly printed Newsletters will not be delivered to those members already receiving 
this weekly e-mail digest of news from the meadow.  This will come into operation for the 
March Newsletter due out next week.  
A use for stinging nettles 
Frances spoke to Steve Taylor, the local herbalist, this week who is thinking of having a go 
at collecting and drying some stinging nettles for his practice in May.  Frances wonders if 
we might be able to sell our own nettle tea at the Emsworth Show or perhaps some other 
tea with our nettles in it.  
 
Information board on the way 
We were delighted to hear from Ian Brewster that Havant Borough Council have ordered a 
Metroguard signcase to be erected on the meadow.  This sturdy sign case will enable the 
group to display information about wildlife in the meadow and events, etc.  Less welcome 
news was that Ian will be leaving HBC to join Arun District Council at the end of April.  Ian 
has been a good friend to the group and we wish him well in his new job.   
Andy Brook 
Sadly, Andy Brook, who has been managing group’s publicity so effectively, has decided to 
leave the group’s committee.  Thanks to Andy for all his good work over the last 2 years.  
However, he has assured me that he has only resigned from the committee and will 
continue to offer his practical assistance, e.g., in printing the bi-monthly Newsletters and 



the weekly booklets.  In time, we hope to develop these booklets to include news from 
Hollybank Woods and other wildlife and conservation work going on around Emsworth.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meetings:  Tuesday 16th April and Tuesday 21st May.  7pm, at 13, The 
Rookery.  
Workdays:  Thursday 4th April, Sunday 21st April, Thursday 2nd May. 10am at the Lumley 
Gate. 
Guided Nature Walks: Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May 10am-12 noon.   
Nature Hunt:  Sunday 12th May from 2pm to 4pm in the meadow. Details from Frances 
Brettell.  
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS  
Nesting birds on the millponds  
The Mute Swan and the Coot seem to be fairly well settled on their nests on and near the 
main island on Peter Pond and both nests appeared to survive the exceptionally high 
spring tides over the Easter weekend.  Let’s hope they also survive the attentions of those 
marauders, both human and animal, that robbed the Mute Swan’s nest last year.  The 
Swan had one egg in the nest on Monday, so with one egg laid every other day she should 
have had 4 in the nest by the weekend.  The pair of Mute Swans on Slipper Millpond have 
strangely laid an egg on one of the rafts – obviously an inexperienced pair.  
Mute Swans galore on Emsworth Millpond 
There are plenty of non-breeding Mute Swans on the millpond.  On Monday I counted 89 
with numbers building up to the summer peak. The Black Swan still absent.  Others: 
Mallard 42, Tufted Duck 4, Coot 2.  
Brent Geese leave for the Artic 
Almost all the Brent Geese have now left our harbours on their long journey to their 
breeding grounds in the Artic circle.  On Monday I counted just 12 on the mudflats in 
Emsworth Harbour, plus a scattering of waders, such as, Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, 
Curlew and Oystercatcher.  One Mediterranean Gull stood out from the Black-headed 
Gulls.  There were also some Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a large number (50+) of large 
brown immature gulls – Herring Gulls?  
Hollybank Woods 
The woods are well worth a visit at this time of year.  The new track through the woods 
makes walking easier and less intimidating.  There are lots of birds, with Chiffchaff and 
Blackcap singing. Woodpeckers are active and on Thursday I had good views of a Buzzard 
overhead being mobbed by a flock of 20 or so angry Carrion Crows.   
Butterflies are abundant, with Brimstones, Commas and Peacocks prominent.  Primroses 
and Cowslips are in flower on the Holly Lodge site, but most of the Daffodills have now 
gone over.  In the southern tip of Longcopse Hill, Butcher's-broom, Primroses, Dog's 
Mercury, Wood Anemone, Ground Ivy and Common Dog-violet can be seen and the shiny 
green leaves of Early Purple Orchids were very evident; some with buds, but no flowers as 
yet.  Ominously, there are two areas of recent fires in the western section.   
 
 

Week 12: Mar 18-24, 2002 
 

BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW 
Spring is here!  On Wednesday I heard two Chiffchaff singing; one from the copse by 
Lumley Road and the other from the trees near Gooseberry Cottage.  And then on 
Saturday the Havant Wildlife Group had their walk through Emsworth (without me!) and 
heard the first Blackcap of the year singing from the trees near the South Bridge.  These 
could be early migrants passing through or they could be birds that have spent the winter 
here.  In any case, their presence is exciting news and indicates that spring has arrived.    



Most of the regulars are also singing well including Collared Dove (1), Wren (9), Robin (3), 
Dunnock (6), Blackbird (3), Song Thrush (1), Great Tit (4), Blue Tit (3), Greenfinch (3), 
Chaffinch (1).  Other birds seen were Mallard on the river, Woodpigeon, Magpie, House 
Sparrow, Starling, Goldcrest, Green Woodpecker and the usual gulls flying overhead.  
 

FLOWERING PLANTS ON THE MEADOW 
I counted a total of 22 plants flowering in the meadow this week, including 5 trees and 2 
grasses.  This takes the grand total for 2002 so far to 28.   
White Dead-nettle is now flowering abundantly all over the meadow and Red Dead-nettle is 
also doing well. Dandelion has also come on a lot this week, but Winter Heliotrope flowers 
have all but disappeared for another year.  The yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine are still 
making a very nice show all around the meadow.  Most of the spikes of Butterbur are now 
fully in flower and I will have a go at counting them next week, before they get lost in the 
emerging vegetation.   
Flowering for the first time this year was an early Wood Avens along the Lumley Path near 
the small bridge over the Lumley Stream.  Wood Avens has a pretty yellow flower on a long 
stalk with 5 spreading petals separated by 5 prominent green sepals.  It usually flowers 
from May to August.   
Also, back in flower after a few weeks off, was Shepherd's-purse at the end of Seagull 
Lane.   
Also, flowering for the first time this year was the elegant grass Meadow Foxtail on the east 
side of the meadow.  This grass is east to spot with its cylindrical inflorescences (“foxtails”).  
It is an early flowering grass, usually from April-June.  Annual Meadow-grass which has 
been flowering for some weeks is now all over the place, particularly along roadsides.     
Other plants to look for on the meadow with leaves showing, but no flowers as yet, include, 
Great Willowherb, Cleavers, Common Nettle, Silverweed, Meadowsweet, Common 
Comfrey, Hedge Mustard and Pepper-saxifrage.  And, smell the Water Mint as you walk in 
the area above the causeway.   Ralph Hollins has seen Stream Water-crowfoot in Havant, 
so it should be flowering soon in the River Ems.  
Trees 
The small Blackthorn bush in the far NE corner of the meadow in now in flower, and very 
pretty it looks too.  We could do with more of these.    
The male and female Goat Willows are looking very attractive, with the yellow male flowers 
and the green female flowers.  There are 8 female Goat Willows on the eastern side of the 
meadow and several male willows dotted around the meadow – there is one nice one near 
the Lumley Gate.  The Crack Willows are also starting to come out along the river banks.  
The tall Willow by the South Gate is also in fine blossom with leaves as well.  Could it be 
White Willow?   
The sticky buds of the Horse Chestnut along the drive to Gooseberry Cottage are opening.   
 

WATER VOLE NEWS 
The number of holes in the river banks around the sluice gate seem to be increasing, which 
may mean more voles or one very busy individual.  Frances Brettell was pleased to see her 
first one south of the sluice gate on Sunday.  The temporary notices warning dog owners 
about the danger posed to the voles remain in place and are being read!  Let’s hope they 
are also being acted upon.   
We had a visit from Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust who had a number of 
useful suggestions concerning the management of our Water Voles, including making the 
west bank of the Ems behind the industrial units into a non intervention area for  water 
voles.  However, we need to find out who owns this piece of land – it is not HBC.   
 
 
 

OTHER WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW 



Insects 
There are plenty of Bumblebees around and a few flies.  However, the most interesting 
sighting of the week was of 2 Peacock butterflies on the banks of the Ems by Frances on 
Sunday.   
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
The Lumley Willow 
I was a little concerned about the state of the large willow tree on the west bank of the 
Lumley stream opposite “El Rancho”. Ian Brewster of HBC had a look at the tree and said 
. . . “The fibres of the hinge are still attached to the stump and appear to be healthy and 
strong. When the tree fell the weight would have driven its live branches into the soft earth 
to support its structure further. Willow trees tend to develop roots from broken branches 
and may help to keep the fallen tree alive to produce new upright growths in its struggle to 
survive.  I don't consider this a hazard at the moment but if the tree dies and  begins to 
decay then another visit would be recommended.” 
Thanks to Ian Brewster for organising the removal of the wood pile from near the North 
Bridge.   
Hazel saplings 
Elisabeth Kinloch has offered us some Hazel saplings. It would be nice to have some on 
the meadow. At present there are just a couple hidden away in Palmers Road Copse.  Ian 
Brewster has been consulted for his view.  
The wire on South Bridge 
The wire netting put on the approaches to the South Bridge has been riding up and was 
fixed down this week.  However, with people walking over it and inevitably scuffing their 
feet on it this rather flimsy wire looks very vunerable.   
Information board for the meadow 
HBC have supplied information about some sign cases from Metrosign 2000 which would 
be suitable to display news and events about the meadow in a secure case.  The group are 
keen to purchase one so watch this space.  

OTHER WILDLIFE NEWS FOR EMSWORTH 
The Millponds 
With over 80 Mute Swans on the millpond this week, numbers are building up to their 
summer peak.  However, the Black Swan is still absent.  Does this mean we can look 
forward to some tiny black and white ones!?   
There have been two Mute Swan pairs on the Hermitage Millponds.  Our resident pair are 
still tending to their nest on the island on Peter Pond, but have yet to settle down to start 
laying.   
But, a second pair have been on Slipper Millpond all week. Tony Wilkinson tells me he has 
seen them sitting in the reeds in the NE corner.  I have noticed a single large egg lying on 
the second raft from the Hermitage Bridge, presumably from this pair.  Not a good place to 
lay an egg.  This suggests this pair are novices.     
On Peter Pond the Coot is sitting like a king on a throne, high on its nest to the west of the 
island with its mate patrolling the water nearby.  On one occasion I saw it even making 
threatening gestures towards one of the Swans when it came too close.  On Slipper 
Millpond the Coot is still sitting in the nest box on the raft nearest Hermitage Bridge, but I 
could not see whether the other two nest boxes were in use.    
Emsworth Harbour - Low water 
Most of our winter visitors have now left for their breeding grounds in the far north – some 
as far as the Artic.  I saw just 12 Brent Geese on the mudflats on Monday 25th plus a 
scattering of waders, including Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, Curlew and Oystercatcher.   
A Mediterranean Gull stood out from the Black-headed Gulls.  There were still a few Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls and a large number (50+) of large brown immature gulls – Herring 
Gulls?  

 



Week 11: Mar 11-17, 2002 
 

BIRDS OF THE MEADOW 
The bird of the week was undoubtably the Chiffchaff which greeted Frances and I with a 
burst of its distinctive “chiff-chaff” song as we arrived at the Lumley Gate on Sunday for the 
workday.  It continued to sing throughout the morning from the trees in Lumley Road 
copse.  It is almost certainly the first of the summer migrants to arrive in Brook Meadow.   
All the other residents were in good voice during the week, including Robin, Wren, 
Dunnock, Blackbird, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch.  I did not hear Song 
Thrush, but they could be busy nesting.  On Wednesday I found Goldfinches twittering in 
the Alders near the Lumley Stream.  Two pairs of Mallard were on the Ems.   

FLOWERING PLANTS 
A total of 20 plants were in flower this week, including 5 trees and one grass (Annual 
Meadow-grass).  Winter Heliotrope is almost over.  One new flower from last week is 
Winter Cress (also called Yellow Rocket) flowering on the edge of Palmer's Road Car Park.    
Snowflakes are flowering alongside the path outside the Lumley Gate.  It is easy to confuse 
Spring Snowflake with a tall Snowdrop; both appear in early spring and both have nodding 
white bell-shaped flowers with 6 petals.  But the Snowflake is taller, has petals all the same 
size and all petals have a green spot at their tips.   
I haven’t sorted out the Daffodills, but there seem to be 5 different varieties around the 
meadow.   
 

OTHER WILDLIFE 
On Sunday’s workday Penny Aylett reported seeing a Lizard near the wood pile at the end 
of Seagull Lane.  Another interesting observation was by Debi Morris and Graham Ault who 
found of a host of of tiny metallic dark blue beetles, sunning themselves on nettle leaves.  I 
took a photo of them which I have put on the web site.  I tried to catch one for closer 
inspection, but they were much too quick for me.  My guess is that they are leaf beetles and 
the fact that they were adept jumpers suggests they could be one of the flea beetles, but I 
was not able to identify them from my copy of Michael Chinnery’s “Collins Guide to 
Insects”.  Anyone else know what they might be?   Ladybirds are about on the meadow. 
Fresh Molehills continue to appear in various places in the meadow.   
Has anyone had any further sightings of Water Voles?  
 

ENVIRONMENT 
The notice on the North Bridge warning dog owners about Water Voles was torn down for 
the second time – clearly the work of a disgruntled dog owner.  But the other three notices 
are still there.   
The large Willow near Lumley Road that was felled when the Lumley Stream was cleared 
looks a little hazardous and probably needs to be made safe by dropping it onto the 
ground. I have mentioned this to Ian Brewster.   I have also asked Ian to remove the pile of 
branches from near the North Bridge.   
 

WORKDAY – Sunday 17 March 
The good weather attracted 11 members to this workday.  Frances did the formal risk 
assessment.  It was a fine spring morning, but everything was wet and muddy after heavy 
overnight rain.  Two groups set about clearing the litter and discarded timber from Palmer's 
Road copse and from the patch at the end of Seagull Lane.  Graham Ault did his regular job 
of clearing rubbish from the river.  Meanwhile, I and others cut and raked the area 
immediately infront of the new seat.  I hope that regular cutting of this area will create a low 
grassland attractive to families and children, as well as providing a convenient area to hold 
community events, such as, the “Nine Days in May”.  
 

THE “NINE DAYS IN MAY” NATURE HUNT 



Our contribution to the Havant Borough Council festival will be a “Nature Hunt” to be held in 
the meadow on Sunday 12th May from 2pm to 4pm.  Graham Ault, Helen Hitchings, 
Debbie Morris, Jill Meesom, Wally Osborne and Debbie Robinson have said they will give 
ideas and help organise it.  More details about all this later.  

 
 

OTHER GROUP NEWS 
Frances Brettell attended the BTCV “Act local. Think global” conservation conference on 
Saturday.  She made a lot of good contacts and got a lot of ideas about a variety of topics.  
Frances is preparing an application for a People’s Places Grant which should help to pay 
for the next big cut of the meadow in August.  Frances went to BTCV's offices in 
Portsmouth to fill in the forms for the Environmental Management Skills (EMS) course 
which she will soon be starting.  

 
THE MILLPONDS 

There were plenty of Mute Swans on the millpond this week where I counted 87. Numbers 
do tend to start climbing at this time of the year towards the summer peak.  I did not see the 
amorous Black Swan.  The Mute Swan pair are now displaying on Peter Pond and 
preparing to nest.   
In contrast, Mallard numbers were down to 76 overall, with just 50 on the town millpond.  
This reflects a movement inland of pairs looking for possible nesting places.  Two pairs 
were on the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  The 3 Tufted Duck were still on Slipper Millpond 
along with a Little Grebe and the Mute Swan pair.  A Coot was sitting on its nest in the box 
on the raft nearest the Hermitage Bridge – I have a picture on the web site.  The nest boxes 
on the other two rafts are, as yet, unoccupied.   
 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL BONANZA 
This week has been brilliant for seeing Mediterranean Gulls in their stunning breeding 
plumage – pure white with a jet black head and bright red bill.  They nest on the RSPB 
islands in Langstone Harbour and 20 arrived there last Sunday.  But most exciting for us 
was the sighting of 14 of them in Emsworth Harbour by Barry Collins, the Thorney Island 
wildlife warden. Tony Wootton got a very nice photo of two on the town millpond which I 
have put on the web site.  This is a nice place for them to congregate before settling down 
to nest.  Ralph Hollins thinks they like Emsworth because they want to look their best 
during the courtship period and find the clean fresh water of the River Ems is perfect for 
washing their feathers.  On Friday I found a superb pair of Mediterranean Gulls on Slipper 
Millpond on Friday.  I managed to get a photo which is on the web site.    

EMSWORTH HARBOUR 
The geese and waders are rapidly returning to the breeding grounds in the far north and 
our harbours are emptying.  But there were still birds to be seen. The mudflats may look 
deserted, but with my scope I found a scattering of waders and a flock of 80 Brent Geese.  
The Black-tailed Godwits were looking very fine in their orange breeding plumage on neck 
and chest.  The gulls were too far away to look for Mediterranean Gulls, but I did pick out at 
least 26 Lesser Black-backed Gulls and 24 Great Black-backed Gulls.   
 

HOLLYBANK WOODS 
I paid a visit to the woods mainly to look again at the Daffodills south of the Holly Lodge 
site.  I met Jill von Westarp and we looked at the Daffodills together, but all were “doubles” 
and none of the wild variety (Narcissus pseudonarcissus).  Ralph Hollins confirmed that 
there are no Wild Daffodils in this area.  He writes: “There are usually Daffodils to be found 
where there have been dwellings in the woods, and they sometimes. I think, degenerate 
into fairly small plants, but as there seem to be so many varieties of Daffodil in existence I 
would not like to claim that I have found them other than at established sites where they 
cover large areas.”  A small patch of Primroses were in flower near the Holly Lodge site and 



the Japonica bush is in flower.  I had a look at the Bluebell patch on the eastern north of 
Hollybank House; the leaves looked fresh, but no flowers as yet.  

FIRST LOCAL WHEATEARS 
Wheatears are among the first of the summer migrants to arrive on these shore from Africa.  
Local birder Jason Crook reports that the first Wheatear was seen in this area at Sandy 
Point, Hayling Island, on Friday 8th March; 3 more were at Gunner Point on Monday 11th.  
Also, on Hayling, Rooks Norton saw one on March 12th when the first one arrived at 
Farlington Marshes.  Although Hayling beach is the best place to see them, a walk down 
the Wickor Bank on the west of Thorney Island might be worthwhile.   
 



 
 

Week 10: Mar 4-10, 2002 
 

THE WATER VOLE SITUATION 
Sightings 
A Water Vole has been sighted several times this week in the area by the sluice gate, but 
none elsewhere along the river, as far as I am aware.  Fortunately, there have been no 
further fatalities, but since only one vole has been seen it is likely that the vole killed by the 
dog last week was one of a pair.  Photos of the vole taken by myself and Tony Wootton are 
on the group web page at: http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  
Problem with dogs 
Following discussion at a special Committee Meeting on Wednesday, I replaced all the 
warning notices with new ones having a more conciliatory tone, asking dog owners for their 
co-operation in tackling the situation, rather than telling them what to do.  The notices were 
still in place on Sunday.  I have seen dogs in the river this week, but not near the known 
water vole territory.  
Frances Brettell has been in contact with Hampshire Wildlife Trust and has spoken to 
Graham Roberts the water vole man. He has arranged to come down to the meadow in a 
couple of weeks time to see what can be done about it.  
Legal aspects of the water vole situation from Tony Wilkinson 
Tony Wilkinson tells me that the Wildlife and Countryside Act has now been superceded by 
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  Tony got more information about this Act 
from Geoff Culbertson who was a former Emsworth Beat Officer and knows Brook Meadow 
well.  He is now the Hampshire Police Wildlife Officer.  Section 9 (4) of the WCA 1981 as 
amended by schedule 12 of the CROW Act 2000 creates the offences of damaging, 
destroying or obstructing access to the habitats of any wild animals mentioned in Schedule 
5 of the Act (which includes Water Voles), and also of disturbing such an animal while it is 
using such a place. This is an arrestable offence which can lead to imprisonment not 
exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (i.e. max. 
£5000) or both.  So, disturbing the voles and their habitat is a serious matter.   
 

OTHER WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW 
Birds 
There was not quite so much birdsong in the meadow this week, suggesting that the birds 
are getting busy with nesting.  But I heard all the regulars, Woodpigeon, Wren, Robin, 
Dunnock, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch, but not Song Thrush.   
On Monday while cycling (err, I mean, pushing my bike!) back through the meadow along 
the river path I was accompanied by a Kingfisher which flew and perched, flew and 
perched infront of me, keeping about 20 yards between me and himself, much like 
Wheatear do along the seawalls.  Presumably the Kingfisher would be thinking about 
nesting somewhere along the river, though not necessarily in boundary of the meadow.    
Two pairs of Mallard seem to have settled, one on the Ems and one on the Lumley Stream.  
Little Egret and Grey Heron were other visitors to the river looking for fish.   
 
Other wildlife 
I saw a Grey Squirrel in the trees along Lumley Road.  Bumblebees were fairly common, 
but no butterflies as yet, though Ralph Hollins has had many reported to him from the local 
area, including Brimstone, Comma, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and of course Red 
Admiral.  
 
Plants 
Spring is here and I counted 20 plants in flower on the meadow this week, including 5 trees 
and one grass (Annual Meadow-grass).  New ones include, Common Chickweed and Red 

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


Dead-nettle in the patch at the end of Seagull Lane, Snowflakes on the Lumley Path and 
Primroses along the north bank.  Look along the edge of the Palmer's Road Car Park for 
the tiny blue flowers of Common Field Speedwell.  The Common Gorse bush is looking 
splendid on the causeway.   
Many Butterbur flower spikes are out near the sluice gate and soon I shall be able to make 
a count.  Last year I counted 458 at the beginning of April, but it seems they are earlier this 
year. There are four species of Daffodill in flower mainly around Palmer's Road copse.  
Comfrey leaves are coming through, but no flowers as yet.  Silverweed leaves are 
springing up near the South Gate.   
Trees 
The Alders are constantly changing.  Now, the originally yellow hanging male catkins are 
turning a lovely rusty colour, as they die off, having released their pollen.  In contrast, the 
red cone-like female catkins are opening up and, under the microscope, one can see the 
red styles, with pollen stuck to them, emerging from beneath the scales of the cones.  They 
will develop into the hard brown cones which carry the seeds.  
The cherry cultivar with dark red leaves on the causeway, which was blown over in the 
gales last winter and cut down by the group, is sprouting up again and is in flower.  I’m not 
sure what species it is.   
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Workday Thursday 7 March 10-12 
The morning was fine and warm for this workday attended by 7 members.  The power 
scythe was used to cut the dead vegetation in the northern aprt of the South Meadow as far 
as the bramble bank around Gooseberry Cottage; the arisings were raked up and put on 
the heap near the Lumley Gate.  The South Meadow is now looking very smart.  A start was 
made in cutting the area infront of the seat which needs to be kept trim to encourage 
people and children into the meadow.   A litter pick was carried out in Palmer's Road copse, 
which is a particularly vunerable area.  We met the official litter collector employed by 
Havant Borough Council who regularly empties the bins and collects litter from the area 
around Brook Meadow;  he was grateful for our help and in return disposed of three bags of 
rubbish.  Wally and Tony moved logs and branches away from the area around the river.   
More litter 
Plastic bags are getting blown into Palmer's Road copse from the bottle bank where they 
get discarded by people depositing bottles.  Could Havant Borough Council possibly put a 
bin next to the bottle bank with a notice requesting people using the bank to put their bags 
into it?   
A wooden pallet and several items of rubbish have appeared beneath the South Bridge.  
Another pallet has been thrown onto the river bank near the sluice gate.   
 

HAVANT PLAN 
Frances Brettell was told by David Colson (Havant Borough Council, Development 
Committee and a BMCG member) that in the newly revised Havant Plan, Brook Meadow is 
officially included as a SINC and as a green gap.  This provides extra protection to the 
meadow from development.  The plan was published in February 2002 and will be on view 
in the library but Frances has a copy of the relevant bit of the map.  

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting:  Tuesday 19th March at 7pm at 13 The Rookery 
Workday:  Sunday 17th March meeting at the Lumley Gate at 10am. 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
There were still plenty of birds in the harbour this week, though most of the geese, ducks 
and waders will soon be leaving us for their breeding grounds further north.  On Monday I 
was pleased to find an adult Mediterranean Gull which stood out boldly from about 3,000 
Black-headed Gulls, with its jet black head and bright red bill.   



On the town millpond I counted 64 Mute Swans plus the ever amorous Black Swan.  Also 
on the pond were 3 Canada Geese, 92 Mallard, a male Red-breasted Merganser fishing in 
what water remained in the channel and a Little Egret.   
The Mute Swan pair were on Slipper Millpond, though they have clearly been attending to 
their nest on the Peter Pond island.  I found 4 Cormorants fishing plus a female 
Red-breasted Merganser.  I did not see the Little Grebes, but Tony Wilkinson told me they 
were still around. Tony also told me that a Coot was sitting on a nest in the box on the raft 
nearest Hermitage Bridge and that Mallards were taking an interest in the other rafts, so 
perhaps the Coot will not have it all their own way again this year. Three Tufted Ducks were 
unusual visitors to Slipper Millpond – but will they stay? 
Not such good news was a Brown rat reported by Ted Aylett on the wall of Peter Pond near 
the information board.  This probably accounts for that report of a "Water Vole" here last 
year.   I saw a Brown Rat last spring worrying a Mute Swan sitting on her nest on the island 
– they would certainly take eggs or cygnets. 
 

 
Week 9: Feb 25 – Mar 3, 2002 

 
WATER VOLE KILLED BY DOG 

This week started with such good news, but ended with very sad news.  On Monday I was 
delighted to see the first water vole of the year swimming along the west bank of the River 
Ems opposite the sluice gate.   But on Thursday we had a disturbing report from Richard 
Bishop who watched a 'Jack Russell' type dog kill a water vole in exactly the same place 
that I had seen one on Monday.   
He saw a second vole dive for cover into the undergrowth. The dog attempted to dig it out, 
but so far as Richard could make out was not successful.  The two huge holes in the river 
bank made by the dog are very visible and indicate the very serious threat that dogs pose 
for the defenceless water vole.   
Richard found the lady dog owner, explained the significance of the water vole population 
and required her to put the dog on a lead and remove it from the meadow.   She did as was 
asked and left the meadow.  Let’s hope she does not return.  
Following this I put up 3 notices in prominent places warning dog owners that water voles 
were back and asking them to keep their dogs out of the river and on leads; I put one on the 
North Bridge, one on the South Gate and the other on the small Ash sapling across the 
river from the old sluice gate where the incident occurred. 
I went to have another look for the voles late Sunday afternoon and immediately found one 
actively swimming from one bank to the other in the same area near the sluice gate.  Its 
small size and relatively slow progress brought home to me how vunerable this animal 
would be to a determined dog.  The vole entered a hole on the east bank and sat there for 
a while watching me.  I took a photo, but my 3x zoom was not adequate to capture it.  I was 
pleased to see it there since the raised east bank is a more suitable habitat for burrowing 
than the low west bank.  However, several fresh exit holes are clearly visible on top of the 
west bank.  I only saw one vole while I was there on Sunday afternoon, but I did notice 
some movement in the water on the other bank suggesting their may have been a second 
vole.   
The warning notice on the North Bridge had been removed and torn into pieces and placed 
in the dog bin, clearly by a selfish dog owner not appreciating the problem.  Fortunately, the 
other two notices were still intact.   
Please keep a look out when you are in the meadow.  The best time to see the voles is 
early morning and late afternoon and the best places are from the main path by the sluice 
gate and from the west side of the river opposite the sluice gate.   I would appreciate any 
sightings, and if anyone gets a good photo of one I would love to see it.   

OTHER WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW  
Birds 



Spring is very much in the air and all the regulars were singing well - Robin, Dunnock, 
Wren, Song Thrush, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch, plus two new songsters 
in Blackbird and Woodpigeon.  Three Woodpigeons were in Palmer's Road copse, 
presumably including at least a pair thinking of nesting.  Four Carrion Crows were seen on 
several occasions feeding in close proximity – a family group?   Gulls were constantly flying 
overhead.   
I watched a Great Tit entering Nest Box No 6 immediately north of the South Bridge.  I have 
seen one investigating this box before, and hopefully it will be used.  Our regular Little 
Egret was on the River Ems. 
 
Plants 
I found a total of 13 plants in flower this week, including 3 trees and 1 grass (Annual 
Meadow-grass).   The Daffodills (King Alfred’s) are showing very well in Palmer's Road 
copse and along the river bank.  There are also a few pale yellow ones, yet to be identified. 
The fluffy grey female catkins of the Goat Willow are just starting to come out.  The felled 
Cherry tree on the causeway is sprouting again and flowering.   
 
Frogspawn 
Elisabeth Kinloch collected some of the frogspawn from the pool behind the sluice gate for 
her garden pond.  But the frogspawn near the Lumley Gate has disintegrated, all the little 
eggs are gone, leaving only a grey slimy mush in the water.  What could have happened to 
them?   
 
Other wildlife 
Fresh Molehills are still appearing all over over the meadow.  Bumblebees are flying.   
 

ENVIROMARKET 
Frances Brettell has had a letter from the Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth inviting us to 
take part in an environmental conference from Friday 29 November to Sunday 1 
December.  BMCG could have a stall and display at the Enviromarket to be held in St 
Thomas Cathedral. They hope to attract a mixture of local, national and international 
organizations. They want the displays to be as interactive as possible because a large 
number of schools will be coming on the Friday.  A distinguished group of speakers will 
give talks and lectures on the Saturday.  Comments and offers of help to Frances.   
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Committee Meeting:  Tuesday 19th March at 7pm at 13 The Rookery 
Workdays: Thursday 7th March and Sunday 17th March meeting at the Lumley Gate at 
10am. 
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
EMSWORTH MILLPONDS 
The local Mute Swan population was down this week to 50 on the town millpond.  The local 
Mute Swan pair were on Slipper Millpond and its appears as if the nest on the island on 
Peter Pond has received some preliminary attention.   
The Black Swan was on the town millpond and a Cormorant, but no Canada Geese.  
Red-breasted Mergansers are still to be seen on the millponds.  I had an excellent close 
view of a male bird  on the town millpond and three females were fishing on Slipper 
Millpond.  The continued presence of 2 Little Grebes on Slipper Millpond gives more hope 
that they will nest there.   
The Mallard flock was exactly the same as last week at 114 with 66 on the town millpond 
and the rest on the Hermitage Millponds and the Marina.  Two pairs were seen on the 
Lumley Stream and the river in Brook Meadow.   



On Slipper Millpond the three resident pairs of Coots were chasing each other around to 
stake out their territories in readiness to take possession of the nest boxes on the rafts.  
There are now just three rafts on Slipper Millpond each with a nest box and logs (from 
Brook Meadow) on two of them.    
There is certainly a pair of Kingfisher in the area and Slipper Millpond is a good place to see 
them.  

 
THE RIVER EMS AND ITS RELATED WATERCOURSES 

The waterways of the River Ems are very complex and we must be grateful to local 
historian David Rudkin for his painstaking research into its many twists and turns. I believe 
copies of David’s book "The River Ems and Related Watercourses" can still be obtained 
from the Emsworth Bookshop.   
I have prepared a summary of the River Ems and its related watercourses based on 
Rudkin’s research and some of my own observations. Let me know if you would like me to 
send you a copy of this summary via e-mail.  I have also put a copy on my web site at 
http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Emsworth.  The course of the 
river is shown on OS Explorer Map 120.  

http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/


 
Week 8: Feb 18-24, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW  

Birds 
There has not been much change from last week.  Wren, Robin, Dunnock, Song Thrush, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch have been singing and I thought I heard a 
Chiffchaff calling from the copse adjacent to Lumley Road.  Pairs of Mallard are exploring 
the river and the millstream.  
Plants 
The Daffodills are flowering in Palmer's Road copse and along the river bank. They are the 
large all-yellow variety called Narcissus “King Alfred’s” (which suprisingly I could not find in 
Pete Selby’s Daffodils Key).   Wild Daffodills should soon be out in Hollybank Woods.  The 
pink flower spikes of Butterbur by the sluice gate are now showing clearly.   
New sedge growth is showing in the wet area above the Lumley Gate, probabl;y one of the 
Pond Sedges.   There is also some Pepper-saxifrage coming up in this area.  The Lords 
and Ladies leaves are very lush along Lumley Road.  Common Comfrey leaves are coming 
up along the south bank in the lower meadow, but no flowers as yet.  The Willow by the 
South Gate is sprouting.   
Other wildlife 
Tony Wilkinson saw some possible new Water Vole holes in the river bank about 30 metres 
north of the weir and seat.  There are lots of fresh Molehills springing up around the 
meadow.  If you can find a good home for the frogspawn by the Lumley Gate please help 
yourself because this puddle will dry up.  On Friday I noticed a large Bumblebee with a 
white tail (Bombus hortorum?) flying around the brambles near the Lumley Path. There is a 
crop of the fungus Coriolus versicolor on a dead stump along Lumley Road.  
 

GROUP NEWS 
Grazing put off 
After further discussion at the committee meeting on Tuesday it was finally decided not to 
go ahead with grazing cattle on the meadow.  Charlotte Walker who chaired the discussion 
outlined the reasons why BTCV usually do not recommend that community groups like 
ours take on grazing.  Security and vandalism are obvious problems in an urban setting.  It 
was also felt that fencing would impose undue restrictions on free access to the meadow 
as a public open space.  It was agreed that annual mowing would be the most appropriate 
management technique for the meadow for the future.    
Richard Bishop resigns as Secretary 
The committee was very sorry to receive the resignation of Richard Bishop as secretary 
and committee member.  We offer Richard our thanks for the excellent work he has put in 
for the group over the 2 years in the post.  We are especially grateful for his meticulous 
preparation of Agenda and Minutes and for putting together a Programme of Action for the 
coming year.  Richard always insisted that the group maintain good management practices 
and we have certainly benefited from his expert and professional contribution. 
People’s Places Grant 
Frances Brettell is busy putting together an application for a People's Places grant in 
conjunction with Charlotte Walker of the BTCV.   The grant could be quite substantial and 
could help to fund future cuts of the meadow.   To support the application Frances has 
been drumming up support from various quarters, including David Willetts, our MP, David 
Gilletts and Virginia Wilson Smith, our local councillors, Havant Borough Council and the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  She has also got the support of the local scout group and the 
Wildlife Watch group, who recently held a conservation session in the meadow.   
Incidentally, Frances tells me that the local scout group are interested in doing some work 
in the meadow for their conservation badge.  So, what this space, as they say!   If anyone 



has any other suggestions as to who else we could contact to support our application, 
please get in touch.  
Local Groups Conference 
This BTCV conference will be held at the Queen Elizabeth Country Park on Saturday 9th 
March from 10am to 4pm.  The aim is for local conservation groups to get together in a 
friendly environment to share experiences and skills. The day will include examples of 
running events and fun days, developing site management plans, interpreting woodland 
history and innovative ways to engage new people.  The Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group will be represented by 5 members; Frances Brettell, Elisabeth Kinloch, Wally 
Osborne, Andy Brook and Brian Fellows.  The Friends of Hollybank Woods group will also 
be there.  We shall be giving a short presentation about our work in the meadow.   
 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
Elisabeth Kinloch tells me that the millstream also runs more strongly than the River Ems 
through Westbourne.  She will look into where this discrepancy originates.  On Friday I 
noticed that two of the three sluice gates beside the Lumley footbridge were open and 
diverting a good flow of water into the stream beside Lumley Road.    
Railway workers have been  clearing dead wood and scrub from the railway embankment 
to the north of the meadow and renewing the fence.     
Yet more garden cuttings have been dumped on the eastern edge of the meadow behind 
the gardens of the Lumley Road cottages.  It is not really a big problem and could be easily 
burnt.  There is also a lot of bricks and bits of rubble on the eastern side of the meadow 
which need to be removed sometime. The posts in the wet area by Lumley Road also need 
removing, but that will be a hard job.  

 
OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 

Rare duck on Budds Farm Ponds 
I have seen a very rare duck on the ponds at Budds Farm sewage works this week - a 
Ferruginous Duck.  It is rather like a Pochard but with a deep chestnut head, dark back, 
white belly, white under tail and white eyes.  Ferruginous Duck usually spend the winter 
around the shores of the Meditteranean Sea, but this discerning bird clearly prefers our 
lovely sewage plant!  The ponds are easily viewed from the tall mound at the end of 
Southmoor Lane.   
 
Emsworth Millponds 
In Emsworth the total Mallard flock was down to 114 from 160 which suggests some may 
have moved inland to breeding sites.  Mute Swan numbers were steady at 56 and the Peter 
Pond pair were on Slipper Millpond.  The Black Swan was present on the town millpond as 
were 8 Canada Geese – the most so far this year.   The Coot total recovered from a low of 
25 last week to 36.   
A female Red-breasted Merganser was on Slipper Millpond along with the regular pair of 
Little Grebe, giving hope to the possibility of their breeding in the reeds.    
I was delighted to find a splendid adult Mediterranean Gull with jet black head and bright 
red bill in the harbour near the quay.   
Tony Wilkinson tells me that someone from the Chequers Quay estate reported “a water 
vole” on the Slipper Pond gabioned bank, but he suspects it was more likely to be a Brown 
Rat.  Hint, if the animal has a long hairless tail, a long muzzle and obvious ears then it is a 
Brown Rat not a Water Vole.  
 
Hollybank Woods 
The new track leading NE from the main central path to link up with the bridleway through 
Southleigh Forest is almost finished.  It is a bridleway, so you can cycle it. It is about 10ft 
wide and firm underfoot.  Congratulations to Havant Borough Council.  



The woods were full of bird song this week, but by far the noisiest birds were two pairs of 
Jays.  
The Wild Daffodills south of the Holly Lodge have their buds and Common Gorse is in 
flower in several places.  Hazel trees are festooned with male catkins and many have tiny 
red female flowers resembling buds.  Wood Sage with its seed heads lines many of the 
paths in the western section.  Rhododendron has flower buds, but not yet open.  Bluebell 
leaves are showing in the eastern section.    
On Longcopse Hill I found lots of Dog's Mercury flowering and a Primrose in full flower.  
The Butcher's-broom bushes were looking particularly handsome with many showing both 
the tiny 6-petalled flowers and big red berries. 



Week 7: Feb 11-17, 2002 
 

WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW 
Birds 
The meadow was  positively spring-like this week with birds singing everywhere.  On my 
Wednesday morning visit I was greeted at the Seagull Lane entrance by a Song Thrush 
singing lustily and later heard the first Chaffinch of the year in Palmer's Road copse.  There 
was another one singing in The Rookery on the way up to Ted’s place.  I did not hear 
Blackbird, but evening time is better for them.  The regulars were all in good voice, 
including Wren (9), Robin (8), Dunnock (5), Great Tit (5), Blue Tit (4), Greenfinch (1), 
Collared Dove (1).  The magic seat again turned up trumps again, for when I was sitting 
there a Kestrel flew over for the third week running.  On the Lumley side I was interested to 
see a Cormorant attempting to take one of Fred Portwin’s Trout in the small pond between 
the two bridges by the Lumley path.  I watched it struggle with the fish for several seconds 
before it gave up and swam off into Peter Pond.  On Sunday Frances Brettell saw a Grey 
Heron fly onto the Lumley Stream.  
Insects 
I noticed a 7-Spot Ladybird on a leaf on the river bank below the sluice gate, though it was 
not very active.  There are also a few bumblebees about and I saw 2 Red Admirals this 
week (but not on the meadow).  
Plants 
A few Daffodills have opened in Palmer's Road copse, but the main patch along the river 
bank are still in bud. Pete Selby sent a copy of a key to cultivated daffodils.  It is a bit 
daunting, but I will have a go when they come out.  There are only about 70 different 
species named in the key, so it should be a doddle!   
The Butterbur are pushing up their pink flower spikes near the sluice gate and the Lumley 
Gate, but have a long way to go.  Winter Heliotrope and Lesser Celandine are still flowering 
in several places.  There is another nice patch of Snowdrops along Lumley Road.  The tiny 
blue flowers of Common Field Speedwell can still be seen in the SE corner of Palmer's 
Road Car Park.  The single plant of Annual Mercury remains in flower by the gate at the 
end of Seagull Lane; it has a powerful aroma for such a small plant.  The Honeysuckle is 
growing well in the hedges north of the Lumley Gate, though not flowering.  
Trees 
The Elders in the east side plantation now have both leaves and tiny tight flower buds (not 
yet open).   
There is no sign of any green catkins on the female Goat Willow trees on the east side as 
yet, though Ralph Hollins reported some out on the IBM site last Saturday.  The short, fat, 
golden-yellow male catkins have been out for a while on the tree near the Lumley Gate.   
The Alders in the west side plantation are looking particularly handsome with long male 
catkins turning yellow with pollen, tiny red cone-shaped female flowers and the hard cones 
from last year all together on the same branches.  
Fungi 
The Glistening Ink Cap fungi have now all disappeared from the arisings on the east side of 
the meadow.  However, there are two more fungi on dead trees on the west bank behind 
the Palmer's Road industrial units.  One is the very appropriately named King Alfred's 
Cakes which has hard, round and jet black fruitbodies firmly attached to the tree.   
The other fungus which is growing in layers on dead tree stumps is Many-zoned Polypore 
or Coriolus versicolor.   I bought a good fungi book this week from Bookends in the 
Gunwharf for just £6.99.  It is called “The Encyclopedia of Fungi of Britain and Europe” by 
Michael Jordan. The pictures are splendid - most of them taken on site - and it covers over 
1,000 species.  
Frogspawn 



There is yet more frogspawn in the puddle inside the Lumley Gate.  I suggested to Peter 
Ingram that he should take some for his pond in Gooseberry Cottage since this puddle 
rapidly dries up without rain.     
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Planting of Alder Buckthorn 
On Saturday afternoon I, and my old college friend Ron Clarke, met Ian Brewster of HBC 
and his young daughter, Elizabeth, to plant to 30 Alder Buckthorn trees along the south 
bank of the causeway.  They are not more than sticks at present, but Ian assures me that 
they will be racing away in 3 years time.   
Posters:  I renewed all three posters on the gates – the old ones had been there for a 
couple of months at least.  The poster remover looks to have given up.  I also renewed the 
poster in the box in The Square.   
The pile of tree cuttings by the North Gate have been cleared – thanks to Ian Brewster.  
Dog mess:  This seemed particularly bad along the banks of the causeway and along the 
main river path. Any ideas on how to tackle this problem?  
What is going on in Palmer's Road Car Park 
Mark Wilson of Havant Borough Council responded to my request about what was going 
on in Palmer's Road Car Park.  He told me that the cage and cleared area in the NE corner 
is the storage area for materials and site hut for contractors carrying out the restoration 
work along North Street.  David Oliver also of HBC added that the contractor has to leave 
the site tidy and the verge area will be tidied up and replanted as necessary when the 
works are finished.  I am pleased to hear this and hope they will tidy up after them for the 
place is in a bit of a mess at present.  I also pointed out to David that one of the trees 
cleared from the copse was a rather nice Blackthorn which should be replaced when the 
work is finished.   
 

GROUP NEWS 
Donation from Emsworth Food Festival 
On Monday evening, at the Brookfield Hotel, Frances Brettell and I were presented with a 
cheque for £250 by Chris Altman and Alistair Gibson as this year’s official “Good Cause” of 
the Emsworth Food Festival.  The Brook Meadow Conservation Group offer our sincere 
thanks to Chris and Alistair for this very generous donation and we assre you that it will be 
devoted to the preservation and improvement of Brook Meadow for the benefit of the 
people of Emsworth.  We wish the Emsworth Food Festival another successful year. It is a 
great idea and deserves all our support.   
Grant from Havant Borough Council 
Frances Brettell has received a cheque for £200 from David Sawyer of HBC towards a 
brushcutter.  The strimmer will be useful to clear excess vegetation and to keep the 
footpaths in the meadow open and tidy. 
Workday Sunday 17th Feb 2002 
Seven members attended the workday: Frances, Wally, Graham, Tony Wilkinson, Debbie 
Miller, Alice and her friend Marjorie (new member). Graham got into the new waders and 
starting from the northern end worked his way down the river clearing out rubbish.  The rest 
either assisted him or cleared away more branches from the edges of the river and the 
meadow.  Graham got as far as the bend, so there is still more to be done next time.  
Thanks to Ian Brewster, by the way, for arranging for the clearance of the previous pile of 
branches from the Seagull Lane entrance.  There is now another small pile, but it can stay 
until after the next work session. 

BIRDS OF EMSWORTH 
On Thursday I did my weekly trawl around the local millponds.  To prevent flooding in 
Bridge Road, the sluice remains open in the town millpond which means the water is often 
low or absent, but for a central channel flowing down from the Westbrook Stream.  This is 
not to the liking of the local birds.  However, 55 Mute Swans were making the best of it, but 



getting their tummies rather mucky.  The Black Swan was also there, but no Tufted Duck or 
Coot.  The local Mallard population remains steady with 108 on the town millpond and 60 
on the others making a total of 168, but many will soon be moving inland to find nesting 
sites.  I could only find 25 Coot which suggests some of them have already gone.  
Kingfishers were unusually visible this week with one flying around the boats in Dolphin 
Lake and the other on the long island in the centre of the marina, where I saw one 2 weeks 
ago.  
Red-breasted Mergansers, which arrived on the millponds last week are still here. Graham 
Ault told me he had had a great close up of a male town millpond and on Saturday I saw a 
male female pair on Slipper Millpond along with 2 Little Grebe and 3 Cormorants.  One 
Lesser Black-backed Gull was among the gulls.   
I was delighted to see female Blackcap in my back garden on Friday.  The males have 
black caps and the females brown ones. This one was busy looking for insects in the 
shrubs, but Blackcaps are also partial to apples and even sponge cake, so I am told!  I 
would be pleased to hear about any other garden (or other sightings) of this delightful bird.   
 



 
Week 6: Feb 4-10, 2002 

 
WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW 

Birds 
Little change from last week with Robin, Wren Blue Tit, Great Tit, Collared Dove and 
Greenfinch all singing well.  One of the Blue Tits has a song rather like a Great Tit’s 
“teach-er” song.  I was pleased to see a Great Tit investigating one of the nest boxes that 
we put up in Palmer's Road copse.  I saw our resident Kestrel again soaring over the 
meadow.  There were at least 5 Woodpigeons in Palmer's Road copse.   
 
Plants 
The yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine are becoming far more plentiful around the 
meadow.  No change in the Butterbur growing along the river bank near the old sluice; pink 
buds are showing, but no flowers.  Daffodills should soon be open along the river bank.   
 
Trees 
The Alder catkins are gradually losing their red colour as the yellow pollen is released – 
shake them and the pollen comes off like powder.  The leaves of the Elder trees are coming 
out, but the black buds of the large Ash tree on the railway embankment rmain dormant.   
The Ash still has bunches of  “keys” hanging down, each key containing a seed at the 
stalked end.  It also has a number of very knarled dark brown objects which look like dried 
up fruit.  Does anyone know what they are?    I read that some Ash trees are either male or 
female, though many have both male and female flowers, but on different twigs.  Look out 
for them when the flowers come, before the leaves.  
 
Fungi 
There is a small group of fungi growing on the pile of arisings on the east of the meadow.  
The long bell-shaped caps, tinged yellow-orange at the top, suggested Ink Caps.  After 
careful examination of a sample and consulting Roger Phillips’s book “Mushrooms” (p.180) 
my feeling is that they are Glistening Ink Caps and they do actually glisten when looked at 
closely.  The features from Phillips book are as follows. Caps - 1-4cm high, bell-shaped, 
with margin becoming split and curved back, grooved from the margin almost to centre, 
cuticle covered with a white powdery veil.  Stems - white discolouring buff, with no smell.  
Gills -  white becoming date-brown and finally black.  Habitat - caespitose (growing in tufts) 
or an or around base of broadleaved stumps or on buried wood.  Season - late spring to 
early winter.  Common.  Edible.  
There is also a fresh growth of Velvet Shank fungi on the Elm stumps near the gate to 
Gooseberry Cottage.   
 
Frogspawn 
In his wildlife notes for Saturday 2nd February Ralph Hollins reported the first frogspawn of 
the year in a garden pond at Hangleton (Hove, Sussex).  On the same day Sally Church of 
the Havant Wildlife Watch Group visited the meadow and found a clump of frogspawn in 
the large puddle just inside the Lumley Gate.   
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Water levels 
Suprisingly, the water level in the River Ems has been quite low this week, with not much 
more than a trickle coming through the tunnel from the garden of Constant Springs.  In 
contrast the Lumley Stream was running high and fast.  This discrepancy must be due to 
the sluice gate control.  
 
The Lumley Stumps have gone! 



Helen Hartley told me that, on Monday, workers from Havant Borough Council came and 
removed the Willow stumps and other debris from the banks of the Lumley Stream.  A job 
well done!  Helen also told me that the workers decided that the very large Willow tree on 
the west side of the stream was unstable and would have to be felled.  The tree is still there 
on its side and I would be happy to see it remain there as a wildlife habitat as its rots away.  
It is certainly no threat to the flow of the stream.  
 
What is going on in Palmer's Road Car Park? 
The far NE section of the car park has been caged off and some of the trees have been 
cleared.  There are packs of what are labelled “Conservation Kerbs” are piled up along the 
edge.  Maybe, someone from Havant Borough Council can let us know what is going on?   

CONSERVATION WORK 
Workday - 7th February 
Five hardy souls turned up for the work session on a rather cold and wet Thursday morning 
led by Frances Brettell.  However, they clearly kept themselves warm by clearing a whole 
load of branches from the northern meadow and piling them by the North Gate at the end of 
Seagull Lane to await collection by Ian Brewster and his merry men from Havant Borough 
Council.    
 
Visit of Wildlife Watch - 9th February 
On Saturday morning, children were working in Brook Meadow for the first time, under the 
supervision of  Sally Church of the Havant Branch of Wildlife Watch - a junior section of the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  We met in Palmer's Road Car Park at 10.30 with 5 children and 
3 parents. Fortunately, the weather was kind to us and the rain held off.  We started with a 
litter pick in Palmer's Road copse, into which the children threw themselves (almost 
literally) with great vigour.  Four dustbin bags were filled in an hour with mainly beer cans, 
bottles and plastic bags.  It was amazing how much litter had accumulated there.   
Next, the children and their parents walked north through the meadow while I drove to 
Seagull Lane with the tools.  There we all set about the task of clearing the remains of a 
fallen Willow the just above the North Bridge.  The children loved this, though the younger 
ones needed careful supervision with cutting tools.  The pile of tree cuttings by the North 
Gate is now much larger than it was!  I found the experience a very positive one and I am 
sure the children and their parents also enjoyed the work.  Sally and I hope to arrange 
another work session for the group later in the year.   
Wildlife Watch is an excellent scheme for getting young people interested in conservation 
and the  environment.  If you know any children who you think might wish to join Wildlife 
Watch then let me know and I can put you in touch with Sally.   
 

MISCELLANEOUS GROUP NEWS 
News from our Treasurer 
Good news from Frances Brettell is that Havant Borough Council have accepted our 
application for £200 towards the purchase of a strimmer, but we can't have the money until 
April because of budgets and things.   
Frances met up with Charlotte Walker from BTCV this week to discuss making an 
application for a People’s Places Grant which should help to fund the next big cut of the 
meadow and an information board.  The costs of our BTCV insurance will be going up 
again, though that should be met from the grant.    
 
Talk on Brook Meadow 
On Wednesday 23rd January I gave a short talk on Brook Meadow and the work of the 
conservation group to about 30 members of the Emsworth Methodist Ladies Group (there 
were a few men there as well!) at the Pastoral Centre.  The talk was well received and we 
had some new members signing-up.  I also received a  donation of £20 for the conservation 



group.  I have also been asked to talk to the Waterside Community Group at the Waterside 
Church in Bath Road in April.   
 

BIRDS OF EMSWORTH 
The Red-breasted Mergansers have arrived – the first of the winter were on the millponds 
on Friday; 2 females were fishing in Slipper Millpond, another in the town millpond and one 
more in the harbour.  They are sleek diving birds with thin bills and shaggy looking gingery 
heads.   
Two Little Grebe were back on Slipper Millpond, giving more hope to their nesting there.    
A Cormorant was also fishing in Slipper Millpond – the first I have seen there since last 
October.   
The total counts of the common residents on all millponds and marina were 55 Mute Swan, 
160 Mallard and 32 Coot.  With the water low in the town millpond all week there were no 
Tufted Duck.   
Two Canada Geese were the first of the winter on the town millpond.  They usually come 
onto the millpond from January/February to April/May.    

 
FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 

Committee Meeting: Tuesday 19th February 7pm at 11 Bridge Road  Note change of 
venue.  
Workdays: Sunday 17th February and Thursday 7th March at 10am, meeting at the Lumley 
Gate. 



 
Week 5: Jan 28 – Feb 3, 2002 

 
BIRDS 

Birds singing 
Robin was, as usual, the most vocal bird of the week, but Wren is singing again after a 
short period of silence. Song Thrushes are now singing everywhere and two are in the 
meadow.  Other birds heard in the meadow were Blue Tit, Great Tit, Dunnock, and 
Collared Dove.  Blackbird and Chaffinch will not be long.  I heard my first Chaffinch singing 
from the garden of the Old Vicarage in Westbourne on Thursday.  
Other birds seen 
Parties of Long-tailed Tits can usually be seen and heard flitting around the tops of trees.  
Four Woodpigeons are regularly around Palmer's Road copse and a pair of Magpies.   
From the South Bridge I watched a pair of Carrion Crows with wonderful glossy black 
plumage picking their way through the debris on the side of the River Ems.  I wonder if they 
will nest here?  For the second week running, while resting on our new seat, I saw a Kestrel 
fly across the meadow; it hovered briefly over the South Meadow and flew off.  I wonder if it 
will nest nearby?   

PLANTS 
Plants flowering 
I found 10 flowering plants in the meadow this week.  Lesser Celandine is now flowering in 
several places as is Winter Heliotrope and smelling strongly.  The Crocuses and 
Snowdrops are probably invasions from local gardens.  Much less prominent are Annual 
Mercury, Dandelion, Common Field Speedwell, White Dead-nettle and Common Gorse.  
As for Butterbur, only pink shoots are showing, as yet.   
Trees 
Several Hazel bushes in east side plantation are decorated with their long male, catkins 
dusted with yellow pollen.  If you look closely you can see the female flowers, resembling 
buds with tiny red styles protuding from the tip. Just a few male catkins have opened on the 
Goat Willow by the Lumley Gate.  Elder buds are sprouting in east side plantation.  Looking 
from the seat the red willow saplings in the plantation by the river path glow as if on fire.   
Michaelmas Daisies 
The Michaelmas Daisy plants were looking so attractive with their fluffy white seed heads 
that I picked a few pieces to take home to put in a vase.  Looked at closely under the 
microscope the seed heads are composed of a large number of pappi (or pappuses?) each 
comprising many thin silky filaments.  These pappi act as parachutes to disperse the 
seeds, but I could not find any of the one-seeded nutlets (called achenes) that are usually 
attached to them.  
Plants with leaves only 
Plants with leaves only showing include Cleavers, Cow Parsley, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, 
Yarrow, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Lords and Ladies, Daffodills, Bristly Ox-tongue and 
Broad-leaved Dock.   
Phragmites      
The tall Phragmites that can be seen from the path leading from Gooseberry Cottage to the 
A259 are, in fact, just inside the boundary of Brook Meadow and so can be added to the 
plant list. 
 

FUNGI 
The Velvet Shank fungus on the Elm stump by the gate to Gooseberry Cottage is now past 
its best, but there is a mass of unidentified fungi growing on a tree stump by the side of 
Lumley Road nearly opposite the Lumley Path.   

PLANTING OF ALDER BUCKTHORN 
Ian Brewster of Havant Borough Council has arranged for the purchase of  20-30 Alder 
Buckthorn plants from Burntwood Nurseries.  Charlotte Walker (BTCV) will collect and 



deliver the plants to the site (date and time to be arranged).  They considered that that 
number of plants along the bank should be sufficient without overcrowding, as the plants 
can grow to large proportions and self set. However we can always plant more if needs be 
later in the year, if necessary.  
 

LOCAL HERBALIST TO HARVEST OUR NETTLES? 
Frances Brettell saw a local medical herbalist on Friday who asked if he could harvest our 
excess nettles for his own use in his herbalist practice (the Medicine Garden). He told 
Frances he has difficulty getting organic nettles in England!   Well, help yourself!   
 

VISIT OF WILDLIFE WATCH  
Weather permitting, next Saturday morning 9th February we shall be having a visit from 
about 6 children and their parents who are all part of the Havant Branch of the Wildlife 
Watch run by Sally Church.  We shall be meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park at 10.30am.  
They are hoping to help us with a little tidying-up of the meadow, such as, litter picking, 
vegetation cutting and tree cuttings.   This is an exciting new venture, so let’s hope it all 
goes well.   

ENVIRONMENT 
Trees and cuttings 
There are loads of branches to be cleared from the patch at the end of Seagull Lane and 
from along the north bank.  Could the Wildlife Watch Group have a go at these?   
Thankfully, there are no more problems on the main river following the good work of 
Graham Ault in moving the cuttings away from the banks.   
Earlier in the week, the high winds had snapped off a willow branch across the path going 
through Palmer's Road copse, but it was dealt with very promptly by Ian Brewster and his 
merry men. 
The Lumley stump 
The tree stump that had been in the millstream by Lumley Road was washed downstream 
and earlier in the week it became wedged underneath the small bridge of the Lumley Path 
partly blocking the stream.  However, by the weekend the stump had had floated down into 
the channel leading into Peter Pond (for Elisabeth’s man to deal with?).   
Riverside Walk Board 
I recall there used to be an information board at the entrance to the copse by the bottle 
bank from Palmer's Road Car Park - referring I think to the path as "Riverside Walk".  This 
board got repeatedly vandalised and ultimately disappeared.  Should we consider 
replacing it? What do you think?  
Litter 
The recent strong winds have blown a great deal of litter into Palmer's Road copse.  I found 
a golf ball and a 45rpm record without a label in the wet area north of the Lumley Gate. I 
cleaned the record and played it - a modern rock group, not identified. Any claimants? 
Barbed Wire 
There is a large piece of barbed wire embedded in the ground on the west side of the 
meadow just north of the seat.  I recall Brian Cull getting this wire around his cutting blades 
in the big cut last August.  A workday job? – but it will need some hefty wire cutters.    
 

MUSINGS FROM THE SEAT 
The new seat is a fine place to rest and think.  I sat there on two occasions this week.  Very 
nice too.  Looking across the meadow to the north you can see traffic passing on the A27 
and an occasional train going along the Brighton line.  On the left is the River Ems and the 
old gasholder, a lovely rusty brown.  Did I hear it was to be painted?  Personally, I like it as 
it is.  To the right is Lumley Road and the dense copse.  I took photos from of each vista.  If 
I remember I will repeat this at monthly intervals to show the meadow changing throughout 
the year.  



Looking at the area immediately infront of the seat I could imagine children playing there, 
while their parents sat watching from the seat.  This would not be possible at present with 
so much rough vegetation and nettles.  Maybe we should try to keep this area nicely cut, 
which might encourage people onto the meadow.     

EMSWORTH MILLPONDS 
On Monday 28th Jan I did my regular counts of birds on the town’s four millponds.  I 
counted a total of 53 Mute Swans, 162 Mallard and 45 Coot.  The Mute Swan pair are back 
on Peter Pond, getting ready for their nesting.  Other birds on the millponds were 1 Canada 
Goose, 23 Tufted Duck and 1 Black Swan on the town millpond and 2 Little Grebe in the 
Marina.  I was pleased to see a Kingfisher perched on a bush on the island separating the 
two main pools in the Marina.  This would seem to be a suitable nesting area for the bird I 
often see skimming over Slipper Millpond.  
 



 
Week 4: Jan 21-27, 2002 

 
BIRDS 

On my regular walk round the meadow on Wednesday morning I was greeted at the North 
Bridge by a Great Tit perched on a tree singing its “teach-er” song with great gusto.  A Song 
Thrush was also singing from the trees along the railway embankment.  Later I heard 
another Song Thrush singing from Palmer's Road copse.  I heard my first Wren song for a 
couple of weeks, but they were still outnmbered by Robins which were singing in all parts of 
the meadow.  Dunnock, Blue Tit and Collared Dove were also singing.  A Grey Wagtail was 
flitting around the river in the NE corner where the river enters the meadow from a tunnel 
under the railway.  While having a rest on our new seat I was delighted see a Kestrel fly 
across and perch on a small Ash sapling.  He and I watched each other for a minute or so 
before he flew off.   
 

PLANTS 
As last week I found 10 plants in flower on the meadow.  There is another nice patch of 
Lesser Celandine in flower beneath the South Bridge.  Winter Heliotrope is flowering well 
along the banks of the river and is smelling sweetly.  Other flowers just hanging on were 
Ivy, Annual Mercury, Common Gorse, Common Nettle, White Dead-nettle, Yarrow and 
Common Field Speedwell. I found a new Lesser Burdock plant along Lumley Road with its 
clinging burrs.  I looked carefully at the Meadowsweet on the river bank and concluded it 
was not in flower, but there appeared to be plenty of buds. 
Leaves of many plants are starting to show themselves including the dreaded Great 
Willowherb which is coming up all over the meadow.  More welcome were leaves of 
Ground Ivy (very aromatic) and Primrose.   
Looking particularly attractive at present are the patches of tall yellow-grey Reed 
Canary-grass which we have deliberately avoided cutting during recent workdays.   
 

BUTTERBUR 
Looking along the river banks below the causeway, I could see the pink buds of Butterbur 
showing, but as yet there are no flower spikes.  Plenty of fresh leaves are showing in the 
area, but I am not sure whether they belong to Butterbur or Winter Heliotrope.  
Ralph Hollins writes . . . “In a normal spring Butterbur flower spikes appear above ground 
before we see any leaves but this winter is not normal and there are now plenty of fresh 
leaves (but no flowers) to be seen on the plants by the Langbrook stream at Langstone.  
Admittedly these are plants which some would say should not be here as they are females 
and were planted to 'enhance' the land acquired by IBM around 1980 but they have settled 
in and flourished without any gardener's attentions since then.  I suspect that the 'native' 
male plants at Emsworth's Brook Meadow and further up the River Ems at Racton may be 
behaving as the books tell them to do, but I have not checked. The reason for mentioning 
this plant at this time is that it had a special mention on the TV News in connection with an 
annoucement that it has been found to be the cure for Hay Fever - stopping the runny nose 
and headache without the drowsiness brought on by current cures. I hope the Brook 
Meadow Group are ready to repel the Butterbur poachers!” 

 
PLANTING OF ALDER BUCKTHORN 

On Friday I met Ian Brewster of Havant Borough Council as arranged in the meadow to 
discuss where we could plant the Alder Buckthorn.  We agreed the most suitable site would 
be to the south of the causeway.  Ian looked at the soil to the north of the causeway, but 
thought it was too poor to plant the trees there.  One problem with this site could be 
flooding, as happened last year.  However, the plants certainly would not be waterlogged in 
that position which is what Andrew Brookes said they would not appreciate.  Ian thought we 
could plant 100 trees in small groups along the foot of the causeway and thought HBC 



might be able to find the £50 to purchase them.  I agreed to investigate their availability and 
pass the information onto him.  Ian thought, if available, the trees should be planted in the 
next couple of weeks.  I agreed to get a few members together to help with the planting.   

MOSSES 
A lot of  bright lime moss is growing profusely, particularly on the eastern side of the 
meadow.  I have tentatively identified it as Brachythecium rutabulum or Rough-stalked 
Feather-moss.  This is described in the Hants Flora as “very common”.  There is a lot of 
other types of moss growing around the meadow, which I have not attempted to identify.   
 
 

FLOODING 
The River Ems through Palmer's Road copse and the lower part of part of the South 
Meadow (balancing pond) were flooded on Sunday following the heavy rain over the 
weekend.   
 

CONSERVING RINGLET BUTTERFLIES 
Now that we have adopted the Ringlet as our special butterfly we must do what we can to 
conserve and encourage its presence on the meadow.  The recently published Millenium 
Atlas of Butterflies indicates that overzealous cutting of vegetation can destroy their 
habitat.  Grasses are only used by the females for egg laying when they are in a vigorous 
and ungrazed state, so the retention of uncut and ungrazed areas will benefit the species.  
The larvae spend the winter hidden low down among the vegetation, feeding during warm 
spells.  This clearly justifies our policy of leaving areas of the meadow uncut, particularly 
the grasses which the Ringlet caterpillars use as food, such as Cock’s-foot, Tufted 
Hair-grass and the Meadow-grasses (Poa spp) all of which are present on the meadow.  
Bramble and Wild Privet flowers are the favourite nectar sources of the adults, so these 
plants need to be encouraged.  As far as I am aware, we do not have Wild Privet on the 
meadow, but there are a number of good patches of bramble, particularly on the eastern 
side.   

NINE DAYS IN MAY 
We have submitted an application to take part in the “Nine Days in May” festival organised 
by Havant Borough Council which runs from 10-18 May 2002.  Frances will be organising a 
‘Nature Hunt’ to take place on Sunday 12th May from 2-4pm.  We hope this will not only 
give publicity to the group but also bring people and children into the meadow to enjoy its 
natural wildlife.  If you would like to helping out with this event, please contact Frances.  

EMSWORTH MILLPONDS 
On the town millpond this week I counted 66 Mute Swans plus the Black Swan, about 100 
Mallard, 26 Tufted Duck and a couple of Coot.  A pair of Little Grebe were on Slipper 
Millpond - hopefully looking to nest in the reeds in the SE corner.  The Mute Swan pair were 
back on Peter Pond, taking a look at their nesting site on the island.   
Some restoration work has been done on the Peter Pond island by David Gattrell, who is 
one of the wildfowlers who looks after the pond for Elisabeth Kinloch.  Elisabeth tells me 
that David has been  deepening the channel between the island and the road embankment 
and extending the north side of the island with some reed planting.  The Mute Swan nesting 
site has not been disturbed.   
I noticed one of the Escallonia bushes was in flower along the “dead end” footpath between 
the marina and the Slipper Mill basin.  Also, along this path Daisy and Scentless 
Mayweed? were in flower and leaves of Lords and Ladies were showing well.   

HOLLYBANK WOODS 
On Thursday morning I had a good walk round both the eastern and western sections of 
the woods. 
 I was impressed with the work that has been done on the new bridlepath through the 
woods which will link-up with the footpath going north through Southleigh Forest.  The 
pathway has been cleared to the east from the main N-S track through the woods to the 



Emsworth Common Road, but the laying of hardcore is not yet complete.  The resulting 
logs have arranged in neat piles to provide a wildlife habitat.  
There was plenty of birdsong with several Robin, Blue Tit and Great Tit, plus a 
Woodpigeon and Goldcrest, but not a single Wren.  Nuthatch and Green Woodpecker were 
calling. I disturbed a Kestrel which was perched on a Yew tree and saw a pair of Jays and 
several Carrion Crows.  There was the usual flow of gulls going to and from the landfill site 
on Emsworth Common Road.   
I found a patch of Velvet Shank fungus growing on a tree trunk on the edge of the central 
track near to the north entrance.  It is a shiny bright yellow-orange fungus and very slimey!  
I found some in Brook Meadow in last week.   



 
Week 3: Jan 14-20, 2002 

 
CURRENT WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW 

Birds 
This week Robins have been singing everywhere, but not a single Wren.  In fact, I have not 
heard a Wren for a couple of weeks.   Blue Tit and Great Tit have also been vocal.   Two 
Song Thrushes have been staking out their territories on either side of the meadow.  Two 
Little Egrets and a Grey Heron have been seen on the river.  
Wildflowers 
I was pleased to find the first Lesser Celandine flower of the year open in the wet area north 
of the Lumley Gate; there was just one, but there are plenty more to come.  Just outside the 
Lumley Gate a few male flowers of the Goat Willow (Sallow) are already showing their 
golden-yellow anthers.  The only other wild flowers on the meadow were Winter Heliotrope 
(smelling good), Common Gorse, Annual Mercury, Ivy (not properly in flower), together 
with a little Common Field Speedwell, White Dead-nettle and Yarrow around Palmer's 
Road copse.  
Velvet Shank Fungus 
The bright yellow-orange fungi growing on the dead Elm stump near the old Gooseberry 
Cottage gate is Velvet Shank (Flammulina velutipes).   Its caps are very greasy and its 
stems flattened, tough and cartilaginous (I had a real job to get one off the tree).  Under the 
microscope one can see the whole cap is covered by a wet slimy layer giving the fungus its 
shiny look.  My book says it tastes good and can be eaten if the slimy layer and tough stem 
are removed, but I haven’t tried it!   
 

WILDLIFE LISTS FOR BROOK MEADOW  
I have lists of the birds, plants, butterflies, etc recorded on Brook Meadow in the last two 
years.  Let me know if you would like me to send you copies by e-mail.  
 

RINGLET IS  BROOK MEADOW’S  SPECIAL  BUTTERFLY – OFFICIAL! 
I sent the butterfly records for the meadow for 2001 to Andrew Brookes at the society for 
Butterfly Conservation and received a most heartening reply.  Andrew told me that Brook 
Meadow retains the distinction of being by far the most southerly habitat in the area for the 
butterfly, Ringlet.  He said there were several sites at Gosport that, on low lying London 
Clay, would seem ideal, but still no Ringlets.  He confirmed that that 2001 was generally an 
unmemorable year for butterflies.  
 

PLANTING OF BUCKTHORN ON BROOK MEADOW? 
Andrew went onto to ask if we had room on the meadow to accommodate Elm or 
Buckthorn.  Buckthorn is the larval host plant of the Brimstone butterfly and that would be a 
nice butterfly to encourage. Alder Buckthorn favours damp, often acidic conditions and is 
particularly common around New Forest heaths, but cannot tolerate waterlogged 
conditions, so we would have to be careful where we put it.  Elm is the foodplant of the 
White-letter Hairstreak and it generally thrives in coastal locations.  Andrew says there 
have been some excellent hybrids introduced to UK that are impervious to Dutch Elm 
Disease.  
Debbie Miller, our habitat advisor, thought Buckthorn to be a good idea, but not Elm and no 
planting should occur within the meadow area itself.  
Ian Brewster of HBC spoke with David who said that planting of Buckthorn in Brook 
Meadow would be okay.  I shall be meeting Ian in the meadow shortly to discuss possible 
planting sites.   
Alder Buckthorn Rhamnus frangula is available from most tree nurseries, the nearest being 
Burntwood Nurseries, The Estate Office, Burntwood, Winchester SO21 1AF. Tel 01962 



881514. Prices vary between 40p and 60p per plant, depending on the number ordered.  
We might go for it!  

 
WORKDAY 

Sunday 20th January:  There was an excellent turnout of 11 members on this rather wet 
and windy morning.  We all worked on clearing the of the area immediately below the 
causeway using the power scythe, hand scythes, rakes and pitchforks.  Fred Portwin 
cleared logs from the millstream and found an eel.  We had a coffee break on the new seat 
and I took some photos. A very good morning’s work.  
 

FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 
Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday 19th February at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.  
Next Workdays: Thursday 7th February, Sunday 17th Februaryat 10am, meeting at the 
Lumley Gate. 

NINE DAYS IN MAY 
We have been invited by Havant Borough Council to take part in their “Nine Days in May” 
festival which runs from 10-18 May, 2002.  Frances Brettell has agreed to organise a 
“Nature Hunt” to take place on Sunday 12th May.  We hope this will not only give publicity 
to the group but also bring people and children into meadow to enjoy its natural wildlife.  If 
anyone would like to help please contact Frances.   
 

TRAINING COURSES AND WILDLIFE SURVEYS 
This week Clare Bradley from the Hampshire Wildlife Trust visited Brook Meadow mainly to 
discuss training courses and wildlife surveys with Frances Brettell and Wally Osborne. 
Frances will let members know when these courses and surveys are to take place.  Clare 
suggested carrying out the following surveys: 
Butterfly transect: 4 times during the summer between 11am and 2pm and at a certain 
minimum temperature.  HWT runs a course for this and Clare said she would be willing to 
come along to start us off on the first one. This transect would be suitable for a small group 
of people to do. 
Dragonfly survey: 4 times during the summer in the afternoon or evening. HWT might be 
running a course. 
Wild flower survey: Clare suggested dividing Brook Meadow into about 5 different habitat 
areas, i.e. northern meadow, southern meadow, balancing pond, Palmer’s Rd copse, River 
Ems plus banks including wooded strip and that we should try to do one area each month 
between April and September.  This could be done by quite a large group of people, all 
learning from each other. She was again willing to help us out with the first one and HWT 
might be giving a course.  
Water vole survey: 4 times a year or every month between April and October in the late 
afternoon which might be a very pleasant way of spending a summer evening.  What must 
be avoided is having too many people in the river as well as walking all over the banks. 
HWT are running a course on water vole surveys on Saturday 20 April.  Clare would be 
willing to help us out with the first survey. Interestingly, only about ⅓ to ¼ of water voles 
survive into the spring each year, and it would be very difficult to reintroduce them if they 
disappeared completely.  
There are a few things we could do to help the Water Voles with the approval of the 
Environment Agency.   
1. Bank stabilization with hazel faggots to encourage vegetation and to protect the 
riverbank from erosion.  
2. Increase in-channel vegetation, such as water crowfoot, which the water voles eat.  
3. Prevent at least 1/3 of the river bank being cut at all. Clare suggested a 3-year rotation 
along the whole length of the Ems. Water voles like relatively open areas, without 
overhanging trees. 
General suggestions: 



Clare suggested we draw up a nature trial leaflet, giving the public information with 
drawings of what to look out for in Brook Meadow which could go into libraries, etc.  
Frances would be willing to try to get something together for this. Would anybody else be 
interested in helping her? 
Clare also said it was not necessary to cut everything every year. It was better to have a 
3-year rotation, where our aim is to cut 2/3rds each year just as we did last year. This is to 
try to create a variety of habitats. 
 

ENVIRONMENT ISSUES 
Clearance of the branches blocking the River Ems  
Graham Ault was the Good Samaritan who cleared all the branches blocking the river near 
the S-bend.  When he was clearing out, he also found one of the crosses which had been 
removed from the North Bridge and thrown in the river. He dried it out and fixed it back on 
the bridge.  Graham added that “... if keeping the river clear is destined to become my 
personal challenge, I am happy to take it up”.  Thanks Graham.   
Tree stumps in Lumley Millstream  
I e-mailed Andrew Skeet of Havant Borough Council about the tree stumps along Lumley 
Road, one of which has been rolled down into the millstream.  Andrew tells me that his 
involvement with this job ended with removal of the trees' superstructure, but he has 
forwarded my message to the officer who is dealing with the continuing aspects of the job, 
so let’s hope the stumps, etc., get removed in the near future.   
Slippery bridge 
The bridge that crosses the River Ems near Palmers Road Car Park is approached on both 
sides by means of wooden ramps which can get very slippy, particularly when wet or icy.  I 
have myself almost slipped on numerous occasions.   The ramps need to be covered by 
wire netting, as is often done on boardwalks which get wet.  David Sawyer of HBC has 
been informed about the problem.   
 

Week 2: Jan 7-13, 2002 
 

BROOK MEADOW - WILDLIFE 
Birdsong 
The hormones are starting to flow and our birds are getting frisky.  This week Robins and 
Tits have been  particularly active, with much singing, calling and churring.  The first Song 
Thrush song of the winter came from the trees above the North Bridge.  Dunnock are now 
in full swing, but no Blackbird song as yet, though Ralph Hollins has heard one singing in 
his garden in Havant.  On Sunday I heard a brief burst of Blackbird song from Bridge Road.   
Birds 
At least 2 Magpies have been flying around the meadow, chattering as they go.  Looking 
upwards one always sees the constant to and fro of hundreds of gulls.  Our resident Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was regularly heard calling from the top of one of the trees along 
Lumley Road.  Four Woodpigeon perched in trees in Lumley Road copse and another in 
Palmer's Road copse.   Flocks of Long-tailed Tits were regularly seen working through the 
tree tops, particularly in Lumley Road area.  One one occasion they were accompanied by 
2 Goldfinches.   
Bullfinch  
My best sighting of the week was a female Bullfinch in the Lumley Road copse.  They used 
to be fairly common, but are now quite a rare bird.  Bullfinch is one of the many farmland 
birds that has suffered badly from non-ecological agricultural practices over the last 30 
years.   
Wildflowers 
The only wild flowers I found this week were Winter Heliotrope, Ivy, Shepherd's-purse, 
Annual Mercury, Common Gorse, Common Field Speedwell, White Dead-nettle and 
Common Nettle.  I looked hard for flowers of Lesser Celandine, but could only find a couple 



of (almost open) buds. But they cannot be long in coming.  Ralph Hollins has already seen 
some out in Havant – see his note below.   
Fungus 
I noticed a bright orange fungus growing on the dead Elm stumps near the old Gooseberry 
Cottage gate which I tentatively identified as Brick Caps (Hypholoma sublateritium) 
(Phillips “Mushrooms”, p.159). 
 

BROOK MEADOW - ENVIRONMENT 
As expected, the tree stump which had been extracted from the Lumley Millstream some 
weeks ago, and left lying on the bank, has been rolled into the stream.  There are another 
two pieces of the trunk still on the bank.  All this debris needs to be removed before they 
also find their way back into the stream.  Havant Borough Council have been informed.   
It looks as if the water pipe work in Lumley Road is almost finished.  The old gate at the 
entrance to the drive to Gooseberry Cottage is in a sorry state, as is the whole area around 
the entrance drive.    
Sadly, there is still far too much dog mess, particularly along the causeway and other 
raised paths.  There has also been quite a lot of litter in the South Meadow, beer cans and 
even an old TV set!    
The posters are looking tatty and will have to be renewed.   
 

WILDLIFE OFFICER 
PC Charlie Rudge who is the Wildlife Officer at Havant Police Station rang me this week to 
introduce himself.  Charlie is very keen to make contact with local groups interested in 
wildlife.  I promised to send him our Newsletters.  He suggested we should contact him if 
there are any crime/vandalism problems relating to wildlife to be dealt with.  He can be 
reached at 0845 045 45 45.   

 
FUTURE GROUP EVENTS 

Committee meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th January at 7pm at 13, The Rookery.  Charlotte 
Walker of the BTCV will be attending to discuss with us the pros and cons of a volunteer 
group getting into grazing to help us understand what we may be taking on.  
Workdays 
The next workdays will be on Sunday 20th January and Thursday 7th February, meeting at 
10am at the Lumley Gate.    
 

 
BIRDS OF EMSWORTH  

Millponds 
The millponds have been crammed with birds for most of the week.  I counted a maximum 
of 64 Mute Swans on the town millpond, plus another 7 in the harbour and the regular pair 
on Slipper Millpond making a grand total of 73.  The Black Swan was absent for a while, but 
did reappear later in the week.   
Mallard continue to pour into Emsworth.  On Monday there were an astonishing 146 on the 
town millpond plus another 52 on the Hermitage millponds and the Marina making a grand 
total of 198.  Coot are also breaking records with a maximum count of 46 in the harbour and 
on the ponds.  On Sunday Tufted Duck were up to 24 on the town millpond, 20 of which 
were male.  However, I have still not seen Red-breasted Merganser, Goosander or 
Goldeneye on the ponds this winter.  I had just one sighting of a Kingfisher this week, flying 
across the end of Slipper Millpond.   
Harbour 
On Friday afternoon the tide was low and the light was wonderful so I got my scope out and 
went down to the harbour to see what I could find.  There were plenty of Brent Geese 
spread across the mudflats off Western Avenue with some duck, including Pintail and 



Wigeon.  The main harbour, as usual, was crammed full of gulls, presumably on their way 
back to their roosting sites on the islands.  I had a good look through them and they were 
mainly Black-headed Gulls with a few Common, Herring, Lesser Black-backed and Great 
Black-backed Gulls, but try as I could I could not find a Mediterranean Gull (I bet Barry 
Collins would have!).  There were plenty of Dunlin feeding near the marina seawall with a 
few Oystercatcher, Redshank, Grey Plover and Curlew, but no Greenshank or Black-tailed 
Godwit that I could see.  Later on in the week I did find a Greenshank feeding in the town 
channel.  
 

CHICHESTER GRAVEL PITS 
If you want a great bird spectacle then you need go no further than Chichester.  On 
Thursday I visited the Gravel Pits just off the Selsey Road and it was a breathtaking sight – 
there were birds everywhere.  On Ivy Lake alone I counted over 1,700 birds and the total 
for all the lakes south of the A27 came to an astonishing 2,946 (not including Mallard, 
Cormorant, Moorhen and gulls which I did not count).  The species that certainly stood out 
were Coot (2140), Gadwall (368) and Mute Swan (115) which far outnumbered any I have 
previously recorded here and were higher than the WeBS counts over the past 5 winters as 
recorded in the Sussex Bird Reports.  Somewhat suprisingly, numbers of Tufted Duck, 
Pochard and Shoveler were relatively modest in comparison with previous years.   As an 
extra bonus there was a redhead Smew on Runcton Lake – just past the scrap yard.  To 
get to the Gravel Pits turn right off Chichester by-pass at the second roundabout onto the 
B2145 and after about 50 yards park by the side of the road.   
 

OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS 
Here are a few items from Ralph Hollins’s wildlife notes on his web site at 
http://www.havnn.net 
Local Barn Owls 
Ralph Hollins reports three Barn Owls in the area.   One which has been seen several 
times recently is at Hayling Oysterbeds.  Look over the grass field alongside the main road 
to the west of the Oysterbeds (that field is now part of the nature reserve as well as the 
marshy 'brick field' and the rough meadow alongside the Oysterbed pools).  Another Barn 
Owl was seen in semi-darkness last Monday morning working the roadside of the 'back 
road' from Havant to Chichester via Funtington just west of Aldsworth where the road 
sweeps down to cross the River Ems.  If you fail to see this one you still have a good 
chance of seeing the one which operates by the Thorney Deeps among the Short-eared 
Owls.   
Flowers 
Ralph Hollins saw his first Lesser Celandine flower of the winter as early as 5th December.  
This week he saw more of these bright yellow flowers, plus several other flowers as he 
walked from Havant to Warblington.  He notes that the blossom on the Cherry Plum trees 
was looking long past its best, though if this mild weather persisted he thought we may see 
a new outburst of more seasonable flowering within a week. In Pook Lane he checked for 
fresh Dogs Mercury where male plants were in flower at the start of January 2001 but could 
see none among the great mass of old plants which still look quite fresh and healthy. 
 

http://www.havnn.net/


Week 1: Dec 31, 2001 – Jan 6, 2002 
 

BIRDS 
It was a cold and frosty morning for my regular walk round the meadow on Wednesday 
morning.  I was pleased to see a young chap using the new seat, though he did not stay 
long!  Both Blue Tit and Great Tit were singing well and I saw two or three pairs together. 
Bird song appears to be picking up though I have not heard the Song Thrush for a while 
(except in my back garden).  Towards the end of the week I heard a Goldcrest singing 
along Lumley Road and a brief warble from a Dunnock, though it has not yet resumed its 
song.  There are also plenty of Blackbirds around the meadow, but they will not be singing 
for another month.  
A small flock of Long-tailed Tits were skipping around the trees in Palmer's Road copse, 
keeping in touch with their thin calls and splutters.  A Goldfinch was sweetly chortling away 
in the Alders near the Lumley Gate, seemingly searching through the cones for seeds.   A 
Collared Dove was cooing away in the distance.  Our Little Egret was feeding in the river 
above the North Bridge – I tried not to disturb it as I walked over the bridge.  Hundreds of 
gulls were flying to and fro overhead in a continuous succession – presumably in a search 
for food as the fields were frozen.   
 

FLOWERING PLANTS 
There were not many flowers to be seen.  Ivy is still flowering, as is Annual Mercury, 
Yarrow, Common Nettle and White Dead-nettle, but only just.  Even the Winter Heliotrope 
is looking rather sad.  However, our three Gorse bushes were flowering well despite the 
frost.  I noticed a few flies buzzing around the Ivy flowers. The catkin buds of the Goat 
Willow (Sallow) near the Lumley Gate just starting to show their white “pussies”, indicating 
that spring is not too far away.  The Horse Chestnut buds are also very sticky. 
 

THE ALDERS 
The Alders lining the two waterways are looking particularly attractive at present with 
hundreds of dark brown cones and long pendulous purple male catkins decorating their 
branches.  The cones are the remains of last year’s fruiting female catkins and remain on 
the tree throughout the winter long after the winged seeds have been dispersed.  The 
seeds have corky outgrowths that keep them afloat on water.  The purple male catkins 
when examined with a microscope show numerous overlapping red and green scales. 
They will open a dull yellow-brown from February to April.   Male and female catkins grow 
on the same tree, ripening in the spring.  The tiny red female catkins have not yet 
appeared, but are coned-shaped, becoming green then brown when ripe.  They are at 
most 5mm tall when in flower and point upwards in clusters averaging three.  The leaf buds 
are stalked and reddish; leaves will grow later.    
 
Extra notes on the Alder 
Apparently, the wood of the Alder when cut takes on a red-orange tinge, as if bleeding, 
which gave rise to the superstition that the tree was the embodiment of an evil spirit.   Its 
binding roots make it very effective in reducing river bank erosion.  Its timber is particularly 
durable in water and has been used for sluice gates and bridge piles, as well as for clog 
soles, broom handles and charcoal for gunpowder.  Pollen grains found in peat show that 
the Alder has been established in Britain for thousands of years, but drainage of farmland 
has made it less abundant in recent times.  Did you know that the Alder was a pea?   I 
gather that like other members of the pea family the Alder’s roots contain a bacteria which 
can utilize nitrogen from the air and fix it in nodules, thus making up for the usual lack of 
nitrogen in wet soil.   
 

WILDLIFE SURVEYS 



I have lists of birds, plants and butterflies seen in the meadow over the past two years.  If 
anyone would like copies, as an Excel documents, by e-mail, please let me know. I hope to 
be summarising the lists in future weeks.  
 

ENVIRONMENT 
I met Graham Ault in the meadow this week and we have him to thank for clearing all the 
logs and branches from the river near the bend – and what a good job he did.  But, alas, by 
this weekend some of the logs and branches were back in the river – get back in there 
Graham!    
The seat is being used, though ominously, on Sunday, I had to remove a bag full of empty 
wine bottles from underneath it.  Let’s hope this is not a foretaste of things to come.   

 
PLANTING FOR WATER VOLES 

Regarding Tony Wilkinson’s idea about planting Greater Tussock Sedge (Carex 
paniculata) near water vole habitats to encourage them Anne de Potier said that some time 
ago it was being removed from the SWT reserve at Amberley as it had got invasive.  Maybe 
we should be careful?  Tony will be following this up with a view to planting some around 
Slipper Millpond.   
 

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FROM DAVID GILLETT 
I was pleased to receive a very supportive and encouraging e-mail from David Gillett who is 
the County/Borough Councillor for Emsworth.  As well as stressing his determination to 
protect Brook Meadow from development David also mentioned the redevelopment of the 
Baptist Church site and plans to open up a more pleasant link through to Brook Meadow.  
To quote him:  
 
“I can assure you that as long as I am around the Meadow will never be developed. Its 
contribution to the natural environment is incalculable and is a major asset to Emsworth 
and the area. The development at Lumley is the nearest any new build will get to the 
meadow.  However, there will always be the danger that as industrial areas such as by the 
gas holder become vacant that developers will try to put housing there but be assured that 
your current Emsworth Councillors will always support your group's work and aims.  
As you know we are redeveloping the Baptist Church site and we are doing so in a way that 
will open up the northern area of Palmers Road car park by providing pedestrians with 
improved access in a better environment.  I am pressing officers to work with us to change 
the carpark at the northern end to make access to the Meadow more pleasant. I want to 
move the recycling bins and have them camouflaged, put new trees in to disguise the 
industrial units etc. and make it all more pedestrian friendly so hopefully the whole area will 
vastly improved.” 

 
MEMBER NEWS 

Richard Bishop has had an unfortunate accident in which his car caught fire and he badly 
burned his fingers getting his dogs out of the car.  We all wish him a speedy recovery.   
 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th January at 7pm at 13, The Rookery.  Charlotte 
Walker of the BTCV will be attending to discuss with us the pros and cons of a volunteer 
group getting into grazing to help us understand what we may be taking on.  
 

WORKDAYS 
Last Thursday’s workday was cancelled mainly due to lack of support, though maybe that 
was just as well since the ground was very hard and frosty.   
The next two workdays will be on Sunday 20th January and Thursday 7th February, 
meeting at 10am at the Lumley Gate.    



 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF BROOK MEADOW  

One of my Christmas presents this year was a nice aerial photograph of Brook Meadow.  I 
have put a copy of it onto the web site (address below).  Aerial photos of almost any area of 
the country can be obtained on the internet from http://www.getmapping.com – cost about 
£15 I think.   
 

http://www.getmapping.com/

	See the Web site for photos of the meadow and its wildlife  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/
	GROUP NEWS
	Committee Meeting: Tuesday 21st January 2003 at 7pm at 13 The Rookery.
	Workday: Sunday 19th January 2003 meeting at 10am at the Lumley Road Gate.

	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	The large Willow branch that Graham Ault hauled out of the river onto to the bank near the North Bridge has gone.  Washed downstream or removed?   Does anyone know?
	WILDLIFE NEWS
	WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	No change in bird activity this week with Robin, Wren, Blue Tit and Great Tit being the best singers and Great Spotted Woodpecker constantly calling from the trees.
	Plants
	Total plants in flower = 23.  Newly flowering this week were Common Mallow (Seagull Lane patch), Water Figwort (Lumley wet area), Annual Mercury (behind bottle bank, Bristly Ox-tongue ("community area") and Cut-leaved Crane's-bill (on the river bank)....
	Fungi
	Straw Cup Fungi are now growing on both piles of arisings and the tall Volvaria speciosa can be seen on the centre cuttings pile.  I found a small bell-shaped fungus with a delicate stem and deep brown gills growing on the "community area" which I hav...
	On Sunday I noticed a new growth of what I presume is Velvet Shank fungus growing on one of the dead Elms on the banks of the Lumley pool – you can see it from the small bridge at the north of Peter Pond.  I found some growing at Nutbourne yesterday. ...
	Mosses
	Mosses are everywhere around the meadow, but not easy to identify.  This week I managed to identify Cryphaea heteromalla (Lateral Cyphaea) which is growing on the bark of a Willow tree on the right of the path going down to the South Bridge from Palme...
	3. Encourage those who control the day to day management of vegetation control to acquire expertise in conservation management, and encouraging them (when they do not themselves recognise the 'quality of life value' of particular plants or habitats) t...
	NEW CONSTITUTION
	ANOTHER WATER VOLE SITE IN EMSWORTH?
	WORKDAY
	Only Wally Osborne and I turned up for the workday on Thursday 5th December.  It was a lovely morning, the weather was fine and sunny, if a little chilly.  Wally used the brushcutter to clear the vegetation from around the western plantation while I d...
	We had a Robin for company most of the time during the work and I noticed a lot of what looks like Black Horehound growing among the Willow saplings in the plantation.  A late Red Admiral was flying and I saw another in The Rookery when I took the too...
	See the Web site for photos of the meadow and its wildlife as well as snaps of the recent workdays:  http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	SLIPPERY BRIDGE
	David Sawyer also told us that the chicken wire on the approaches to the South Bridge over the River Ems near Palmer's Road Car Park is to be re-nailed to rectify the rather shoddy nailing that is currently down.  We hope he will also put chicken wire...
	WILD FLOWERS
	I counted just 18 flowering plants this week, down from 23 last week.   New this week were a Wavy Bitter-cress near the wooden steps in Palmer's Road copse and what I think is Tall Fescue (growing from dense tufts) in the SE corner of the south meadow...
	I noticed that the large Willow tree on the west bank of the Lumley Stream that was felled by Council contractors earlier in the year has now almost completely gone, having been cut up and removed, so I am told, by a local resident for logs.
	BIRDS ON THE MILLPONDS
	John Mant, whose house overlooks the town millpond, saw 6 Red-breasted Mergansers fishing in the narrow channel that runs through the centre of the pond when it is empty of water.  These delightful birds can usually be seen fishing in the main Emswort...
	BIRDS ON BROOK MEADOW
	The spring-like weather on Friday morning stimulated many of our local birds into song.  I heard Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Dunnock and Song Thrush all singing strongly on the meadow and I could clearly hear a distant Mistle Thrush singing its ...
	WILD FLOWERS
	MOSSES
	Mosses are growing profusely everywhere and I was very pleased to positively identify two of them this week (both were previously found on Brook Meadow by Rod Stern last year).
	White-tipped Bristle-moss (Orthotrichum diaphanum) is showing as little green cushions between the wooden boards on the North and South Bridges, actually making them rather slippery.  This is a small plant growing only to 1cm tall and has narrow leave...
	Rough-stalked Feather-moss (Brachythecium rutabulum) is growing in a mass on the ground where the work group cleared the undergrowth on the west side of the centre Willow line. This is a feathery green plant with long branched stems (up to 10cm) and s...
	FUNGI
	The Agrocybe cylindracea is almost over on the old willow stump on the South Bridge.  But on the cutting pile near the centre Willows the Straw Cup Fungus is still going strong along with a few Fairies’ Bonnets.
	BROOK MEADOW - ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	The South Bridge is becoming very slippery with the wet weather and it might be an idea to put up notices warning pepole to take care.   The SE corner of the south meadow is flooded to a depth of 6-9 inches.
	SPOONBILL IN EMSWORTH HARBOUR
	The juvenile Spoonbill that has been in the local area for the past few weeks can still be seen in the harbour.  I had a good view of it on Friday at low water from the Promenade and managed to photograph it with a Nikon Coolpix digital held up the ey...
	Just when I was beginning to think the birds had abandoned my town garden, this week it was awash with birds, feasting on the seed and nutholders and on the seeds I throw onto the grass.  This presumably means that food is running low in the countrysi...
	Last week I reported having seen a male Blackcap in my back garden feeding on the red “berries” of a Crab Apple tree (Malus).  Well, this week I was even more exited when, on one occasion, I saw both male and female Blackcaps feeding on the Malus tree...
	HOLLYBANK WOODS
	Here are some of the birds you can expect to see and hear around the meadow in late November.  Robin and Wren are the most prominent with several to be seen and heard in the trees and bushes around the meadow.  Dunnock can be heard calling (listen for...
	A Great Spotted Woodpecker is always around giving loud explosive “tchiks” from the top of trees.  You need to patient to find Goldcrest which is a tiny active bird with thin squeaky calls and Goldfinches are also around the meadow and can heard twitt...
	Three or four Woodpigeon are usually in the trees or flying across the meadow and flocks of Starlings fly around overhead before coming to roost in trees.
	Keep your eyes skinned for the blue flash of a Kingfisher when walking near the river.  Grey Wagtail is much easier to see with its yellow rump, tail-wagging and flitting about on the edge of the river.  Little Egret is regular visitor to the river an...
	A cock Pheasant has been seen strutting around the meadow recently and last week I found a Cormorant in the Lumley pool – ignoring the “No Fishing” notice!
	BLACKCAPS IN GARDENS
	At 9am on Sunday 24th November I was delighted to see a male Blackcap feeding on the bright red fruits of a Crab Apple (Malus) in my back garden, but it did not attempt to take any of the seeds or apples that I put out for the garden regulars.  This i...
	Rushes are coming up in the wet area north of the Willow line.  The clumps of tall round, spiked leaves are Hard Rush with ridged leaves, which you can feel if you run your finger nail round a leaf.  This distinguishes it from Soft Rush which has smoo...
	WILDLIFE OF BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Great Tits came to life in Brook Meadow this week with several singing their “teacher” song.  Robin and Wren were also singing, but still no Dunnock song, though Ralph Hollins has heard Dunnock singing in havant so it should not be long before they st...
	Flowering Plants
	The number of flowering plants is gradually falling as winter approaches.  This week I found 26 plants in flower in the meadow with 19 herbs, 3 trees and shrubs and 4 grasses.  The list is as follows: Black Horehound, Bristly Ox-tongue, Common Comfrey...
	Lots of Hard Rush is coming up in the wet area north of the Willow line.  It has round, spiked leaves with ridges - you can feel the ridges if you run your finger nail round a leaf.
	Fungi
	This is the best time of the year for fungi and many have been found in Brook Meadow this week, including several new to the meadow.
	During the Workday on Thursday we found more interesting fungi including two new ones for Brook Meadow.  Here are my tentative identifications:
	Crepidotus variabilis - Several examples of this fungus were found growing on a small dead branch.  It has  a white kidney-shaped caps, though at 3cm across the caps were a little larger than they should have been according to the books.  Because of i...
	Meruliopsis corium – This one is a white crust growing along small twigs, quite tough.  The edges were turned up and it had a brownish tinge.  Under the microscope the surface is pitted.  According to my book it fruits late summer to spring on dead br...
	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	Commemorative crosses on North Bridge
	At this time of the year two little cross signs with poppies are pinned to the North Bridge in memory of the two airmen who died in an aircraft accident over Brook Meadow in 1944.  I noticed the two crosses had been pinned to the bridge at the beginni...
	Palmer's Road Car Park tidy-up
	GROUP WORKDAY – Thursday November 7th
	The workday took place in lovely autumn sunshine with a cool NW wind.  Eight members attended.  The main task was to continue the clearance of undergrowth from around the central line of Willow trees.  Wally and Frances did the strimming while Jill, M...
	WILDLIFE WATCH VISIT
	I am very pleased that we have agreed a new date for the visit of Sally Church and the Havant Branch of Wildlife Watch for a conservation work session in Brook Meadow on Saturday 8th February 2003.  Their earlier visit for October 13th had to be cance...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Birds on the Millponds
	This week over 40 Mute Swans were on the town millpond (relatively few for the time of year), 78 Mallard and 3 Tufted Duck.   The 2 Little Grebe are still to be seen on Slipper Millpond along with up to 4 Cormorants, the Mute Swan pair, about 20 Malla...
	Bryophytes in Hollybank Woods
	WILDLIFE IN BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Robin and Wren were singing.  Chiffchaff, Dunnock, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Long-tailed Tit were calling.  Two Great Spotted Woodpecker were regularly calling from the trees.  Goldfinch and Goldcrest were seen feeding in NE plantation and Grey Wagtail ...
	Wild Flowers
	A total 30 flowering plants were recorded in the meadow this week, including 22 herbs, 3 trees and shrubs and 5 grasses.  Newly flowering this week was a single plant of Hedge Mustard on the newly cut "community area".  I found more examples of Pepper...
	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	Clearance of storm damage
	On Friday Nov 1 Graham Ault and I cleared two fallen branches that came down in the recent storms.  One from the river near the North Bridge and the other from the path in Palmer's Road copse.  The river branch was too large to haul off so we left it ...
	A branch has been lopped off a large Willow tree on the west bank of the Lumley Stream and the resulting logs stacked on the bank side.  Ted Portwin tells me that this work was done by the Bud Tree Surgeons, presumably at the request of Havant Borough...
	An elderly gentleman who regularly walks his dog through the meadow mentioned the need for some steps from the raised path down onto the meadow since he had difficulty getting down.  I was able to assure him that we have a paln to construct some steps...
	GROUP NEWS
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Emsworth Harbour
	On Thursday morning I spent an hour at low water counting the birds in the harbour from the marina seawall.  As usual, the harbour was full of gulls with over 2,000 Black-headed Gulls, 200 Herring Gulls, 30 Common Gulls, 1 Lesser Black-backed Gull and...
	The Millponds
	In late afternoon, large numbers of gulls can be seen actively using the two Hermitage millponds for a wash and brush-up on their way to their harbour roosts from a day feeding on inland fields and the tip.  I saw the first Tufted Duck of the winter, ...
	DECLINE IN HOUSE SPARROWS
	The general fall in numbers of House Sparrows in Great Britain is now well-known.  I do counts of garden birds for the Garden Birdwatch scheme of the BTO and have also noticed a significant fall in House Sparrows visiting the garden of my present hous...
	Just why House Sparrows are declining so rapidly is a bit of a mystery, even to experts at the British Trust for Ornithology, though changed farming practices over the past 30 years are thought to be a major cause, ie early sowing of crops, lack of wi...
	WILDLIFE IN BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Not a great deal of bird activity in the meadow this week.  Robin and Wren were the best singers with the squeaky call note of the Dunnock much in evidence.  Great, Blue and Long-tailed Tits were heard and an occasional Goldcrest.  Keep a look out for...
	Insects
	Only 2 butterfly sightings this week.  I saw and photographed a fresh Red Admiral on Thursday and Frances Brettell saw a Peacock on Saturday afternoon.
	Also on Saturday, male and female Common Darters were seen by the Havant Wildlife Group.
	Plants
	28 flowering plants were found on the meadow this week.  Michaelmas Daisies remain the best show, by far, but Ivy are the most attractive to insects.  Pepper-saxifrage is still flowering in the north meadow and the Gorse bush on the causeway is flower...
	Fleabane and Prickly Sow-thistle appear to have finished.
	Fungi
	In the middle of the week a couple of Shaggy Ink Caps were showing nicely just inside the Seagull Lane gate, but by the weekend they have dissolved into a black inky mess.  On Saturday, Jim Berry of the Havant Wildlife Group identified the fungi growi...
	VISIT FROM THE HAVANT WILDLIFE GROUP
	On Saturday 26th October I was joined by 7 members of the Havant Wildlife Group for a walk round the millponds and harbour of Emsworth, before finishing up in Brook Meadow for a welcome break on the seat.  They all thought the meadow was much improved...
	A total of 46 bird species was recorded during the whole walk, the best of which were Kingfisher on  Dolphin Lake and Shelduck and Greenshank in the harbour.  While we were in the meadow the group were delighted to see our “resident” Little Egret flyi...
	The group spent some time inspecting the Pepper-saxifrage which is flowering in the north meadow, comparing the leaf structure with those illustrated in the filed guides.  We found another plant nearby.  The mystery earth disturbances in the north mea...
	The Havant Wildlife Group are locally-based members of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust who meet every Saturday morning throughout the year for nature-based walks. In summer the focus is mainly wild flowers, but in winter the attention turns to birds.  If...
	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	Mystery diggings in the north meadow
	Several patches of recently dug earth have appeared in the north meadow immediately opposite the North Bridge.  They are certainly too substantial for moles and do not look like the work of dogs or any other animals.  One theory is that someone has be...
	Logs in the Lumley Stream
	Many of the logs that have been sawn off the fallen Willow tree on the west bank of the Lumley Stream have inevitably found their way into the stream, partly blocking the flow of water.  Since this is a stream that sometimes floods they need removing.
	Improved vistas
	The recent clearance of undergrowth from around the centre line of Willows during the last workday has created a very pleasant vista looking north from the causeway.  I hope we shall be able to do more work in this area in future workdays.
	I had no takers for the last Brook Meadow Conservation Group guided walk of the year on Sunday 27th October, not very suprising really in view of the overnight rain and ongoing storm force winds.  I had a walk round the site to see what had come down....
	GPS mapping of meadow features
	On Saturday 26 October, Frances Brettell and I met John Carter from the Park Wood Conservation Group to assist in mapping the main features of the site using a Trimble GPS surveyor which John had hired for a week.  John will be passing on the results ...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Emsworth Millponds
	Mute Swans were pretty scarce on the millponds this week with only 31 on the town millpond and the regular pair on the Peter Pond/Slipper Millpond complex.  However, there were plenty of Mallard about with 88 on the town millpond, 52 on Peter Pond and...
	Emsworth Harbour
	BIRDS
	Robin and Wren were regularly singing with occasional bursts from Great Tit, Blue Tit and Chiffchaff , the latter from the bushes near the gasholder.  Dunnock is still calling, but should be giving its sweet warbling song very soon.  Long-tailed Tits ...
	PLANTS
	Flowering plants are getting more difficult to find with 26 herbs and 5 grasses the total for this week.  However, there was a new plant for the Brook Meadow list with a flowering Feverfew on the bank of the Lumley Stream by the old concrete bridge su...
	As you enter Brook Meadow from the end of Seagull Lane you will undoubtably notice the strong sweet scent of the Ivy flowers on the large bushes just inside the white gate.  These flowers are highly attractive to insects at this time of the year.
	Common Fleabane has almost finished flowering, but I had written Water Mint off too quickly, since I found a large number of flowers in the wet area north of the Lumley Gate.  Bristly Ox-tongue is flowering well and there are a number of fresh rosette...
	There are hips on the rose bush along the north path.  Suprisingly, there are no seeds to be seen on the mature Ash which overhangs the River Ems near the railway embankment.  The Stag's Horn Sumac on the east side has a luxuriant growth of leaves, bu...
	I noticed that the red-leaved Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) which is growing profusely in the hedge along the path leading from Seagull Lane to the railway arch has spread onto the Seagull Lane patch – so adding another species, albei...
	OTHER WILDLIFE
	The clump of Agrocybe cylindracea in the Willow stump by the North Gate has disappeared.  Gone naturally, or taken by a fungus gourmet?
	A Common Toad was disturbed during the clearance of undergrowth by the workday group on Sunday morning.  This is the first time we have seen one on the meadow, though being mainly nocturnal in their habits they are not easily seen. Penny Aylett rescue...
	ENVIRONMENT
	Despite the rain on Sunday 13th October the group on the BTCV strimmer course managed to do some strimming in the south meadow near the South Gate.
	I met a worker from the Environment Agency who was checking that no trees had come down in the river during the storms.  I congratulated him on the river bank cut this year which was not only neat, but was sensitive to the needs of the Water Voles.
	More logs have been cut from the old Willow on the east bank of the Lumley Stream near ‘El Rancho’ and stacked on the bank, ready to remove.
	WORKDAY – Sunday 20th October
	The rain which was forecast did not materialise so we had a very enjoyable and productive morning’s work in the meadow.  The turnout was good with 10 members attending including most of the regulars and newcomer Lesley Harris.   Graham Walgrove, David...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Emsworth Harbour
	There were plenty of birds in the harbour this week with over 90 Redshank and 58 Brent Geese dominating.  Look out for young Brent Geese with white lines on their wings.  Other birds to see include Little Grebe, Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Greenshank,...
	Nutbourne Bay
	The bay at Nutbourne is also well worth a visit at low water when it is packed with geese, ducks and waders.  On Thursday I found 208 Wigeon and 96 Teal close to the shore.  I also spotted a pair of Pintail near the far Chidham shore.  In the channel ...
	Ems Valley
	On Thursday morning I walked by the River Ems from Emsworth to Westbourne and back via Lumley.  Wren, Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Chiffchaff were heard singing.  Dunnock was calling everywhere, but not yet singing.  Other sightings included Green W...
	I had an excellent view of a Water Vole feeding and swimming upstream beneath the small bridge between Constant Springs and Lumley Mill.  This is the first time I have seen a vole in this area.  It confirms the positive Water Vole signs that were foun...
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	Business Meeting
	The AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group took place on Wednesday 9 October from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.  It was attended by 18 members.  I read the Chairman’s Report for the last year and Frances Brettell read her Treasu...
	All three officers and two members of committee were reappointed and we had three new nominations all of which were elected to serve on the committee making a total of eight.   The Committee is now Chairman: Brian Fellows, Secretary: Wally Osborne, Tr...
	Some discussion took place over membership subscriptions, but it was decided to leave them at the present level of £3 per person.  A motion was passed authorising the committee to pursue charitable status for the group.  This involves amending the con...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS IN BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Wren had added its voice to that of the Robin in the meadow this week.  I got a photo of one of the Wrens settled on the litter bin near the South Gate.  The Chiffchaff has also resumed its metronome-like song for the first time this autumn near to Go...
	Insects
	A Speckled Wood was flying in the sunshine in Palmer's Road copse and rested awhile on some nettles to allow me to take a close-up photo.  Common Darters, both male and female were seen flying and perching near the river.  A brown woolly bear caterpil...
	Plants
	Flowering plants are much as last week with a Fescue (not sure which one) newly flowering in the SE Corner. Michaelmas Daisies are still showing very well, particularly around the causeway.
	MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
	Next workday
	Sunday 20 October at 10am meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Wildlife Watch visit cancelled
	Due to non-stop rain, Sunday’s visit to Brook Meadow from Sally Church and the Havant Branch of Wildlife Watch sadly had to be cancelled.  Wildlife Watch is the junior section of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and the children had hoped to do some conse...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Brent Geese return
	The Brent Geese are back in Emsworth Harbour about 2 weeks earlier than usual. I counted a total of 94 at low water this week, including 3 juvenile birds – the young birds have white lines on their folded wings.  Each winter a survey of the number of ...
	The proportion of young birds goes up and down from one year to the next depending on things like weather at the breeding sites and the abundance of Lemmings -–the fewer the Lemmings the more Fox and Owl predation of young geese.  The last good year w...
	Other birds in Emsworth Harbour
	Apart from the Brent Geese there are lots of other birds to see in the harbour at low water.  At present Black-tailed Godwits and Redshank dominate the scene with a few Oystercatcher, Grey Plover and Curlew.  But soon the Dunlin will be here in their ...
	Probably the best birds to look out for at present are the Greenshank and the Little Egrets.  At one point last week I watched 8 Little Egret and 4 Greenshank feeding in close proximity in the channel that comes from the direction of the marina and Sl...
	Just in case you were wondering what happened to the last two weekly reports, I have been on holiday in Montreal, Canada where, with more than a little help from some local birders, I managed to see plenty of lovely birds and a few rather nice butterf...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS IN BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Robin was the only bird I heard singing on the meadow, though Dunnock, Wren, Blackbird, Chiffchaff, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit and Great Spotted Woodpecker were heard calling.
	Magpie, Carrion Crow and Woodpigeon were seen and a small flock of House Sparrows could be heard chattering in the bushes along the track to the railway arch, particularly around dusk.  They often come onto the meadow to feed.
	A regular dog walker told me she had seen a Kingfisher fishing in the river above the North Bridge on three occasions in the last week, but I did not find it.
	Water Voles
	The only Butterflies I saw this week were one rather tatty Red Admiral, a Small White and a pair of Speckled Woods “sparring” in the South Meadow.
	A female Common Darter with a brownish body perched obligingly to allow me to get a close-up photograph of her and a Southern Hawker dragonfly made a close inspection of me as I walked through the meadow.
	Plants
	I found 38 plants in flower during a couple of walks through the meadow, including 3 grasses (Annual Meadow-grass, Cocksfoot and False Oat-grass).  The best show undoubtably comes from the Michaelmas Daisies, particularly those growing around the caus...
	There is now a green glow over the meadow as the grasses and nettles quickly re-establish themselves in the cut areas.  A number of Hogweed flowers can also be seen dotted around the cut areas of the meadow plus several patches of fresh Red Clover.
	Both white and purple forms of Common Comfrey are flowering in several areas.  Ivy is now in flower in many places, though in general only the 5 sepals and 5 stamens are clearly visible. The bright yellow flowers of Fleabane are hanging on here and th...
	The small patch of Common Mouse-ear and Common Field Speedwell can still be seen on the "community area" infront of the seat.   Just a few a few plants of Water Figwort have escaped the Environment Agency’s strimmers near the South Bridge.
	Fungus
	A small growth of the rare fungus Agrocybe cylindracea is growing on the Willow stump immediately to the south of the North Bridge as it did last year. It has a pleasant smell, rather like old wine casks and is rather nice to eat (I tried it last year...
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday - 9 October from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.  This is the same venue as last year.  If you come by car you can park in South Street Car Park free in t...
	We hope to have displays with photos of the wildlife of Brook Meadow and workdays.   After the business meeting there will be a break for light refreshments before Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy talks about the management of Fish...
	Please come along if you can to give your support to the group.
	WORKDAY
	Frances Brettell tells me that over 100 members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group have already renewed their subscriptions for 2002-2003 which is very good news.  If you are one of these then thank you.  If not then please renew quickly.  Your su...
	NEW WEB SITE
	Emsworth  Millponds
	I found 62 Mute Swans on the town millpond on Thursday of this week.  I could not see any in the harbour, but the tide was low and they could have been further out in the channel.
	The regular pair of Mute Swans were back on the Hermitage Millponds this week and on Sunday I gather were entertaining drinkers in the garden of the Lord Raglan pub with a fine courtship display.
	I counted a total of 102 Mallard on the 3 millponds, but did not check the marina where there are usually some more.
	Coot numbers continue to rise on Slipper Millpond where I counted 52 – a new record.  There were another 2 on Peter Pond.  But this is nothing to the vast numbers on Chichester Gravel Pits where over 1,000 can usually be seen.
	Frances Brettell tells me that over 70 members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group have already renewed their subscriptions for 2002-2003 which is very good news.  If you are one of these then thank you.  However, this means about 70 of you have ye...
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday 9 October from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street – the same venue as last year.  If you come by car you can park in South Street Car Park free in the evening...
	WORKDAY – Sunday 15th September
	This morning’s workday was attended by 11 members: Graham Ault, Pat and Graham Wallgrove, Penny Aylett, Jean Fellows, Malcolm Taylor, Pat Attridge, Jill Meesom, Mark Wilson, Jane Noble and myself.  The weather was fine and warm.  The main task was to ...
	The annual river clearance of the Ems by the Environment Agency has been delayed and will probably be carried out at the end of this week.  The Environment Agency has confirmed that the cutting in Brook Meadow will be limited to the west bank of the r...
	PEOPLE’S PLACES GRANT
	On Monday 16th September Frances Brettell, Wally Osborne, Elisabeth Kinloch and I met with Charlotte Walker of the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers to complete the formalities for the award of a People’s Places Grant to the Brook Meadow Conse...
	VISIT OF LOCAL BROWNIE GROUP
	On the evening of Monday 16th September I was delighted to lead a group of 24 girls and their leaders from the 4th Emsworth Brownie Group in a walk into the meadow.  This was in part preparation for their Conservation Badge.  We gathered on the South ...
	WATER VOLE SURVEY
	Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust has organised a training session in preparation for a Water Vole survey of the River Ems.  She has contacted all those people who put their names down on the list at the talk given by Graham Roberts on 18th...
	WORKDAY – Thursday 5th September
	Brian Fellows, Tony Wooton, Graham and Pat Walgrove, David Search and newcomer, Malcolm Howard spent a very pleasant and productive morning in the meadow on a warm and sunny day. David and Graham did a good job in cutting and raking the "community are...
	.
	The Environment Agency will be carrying out their annual clearance of vegetation from the River Ems, probably in the week beginning 9th September.  I have spoken to Paul Smith, the EA Conservation Officer, and to Stuart Johnson and Phil Pett, the loca...
	ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
	The brickwork has been repaired (by Railtrack?) on the retaining wall in the NE corner of the meadow, where the River Ems emerges from the tunnel under the railway.
	Someone has taken a chain-saw to the large Willow opposite “El Rancho” in Lumley Road that was felled by HBC earlier in the year.  The resulting logs have been piled up on the bank – not a good idea!
	Fred Portwin is also a little concerned at the state of the water in the lower Lumley Stream and feels the sluices at Lumley Mill need be opened up to allow more water to flow through to clear the scum, etc.
	See the Web site for photos of some of the wildlife mentioned in this report as well as snaps of the recent workday. http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	WILD FLOWERS
	The total number of flowering plants found on Brook Meadow in the last 2 years now stands at 235 of which 192 have been recorded so far in 2002.  The total includes 158 herbs, 31 trees and shrubs, 29 grasses, 12 sedges, 4 rushes and 1 horsetail.
	In the patch at the end of Seagull Lane Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, Amphibious Bistort, Field Bindweed, Mugwort and Bittersweet are flowering well.  Graham Ault cut down the Japanese Knotweed on the west bank near the gasholder to prevent it spreadi...
	THE EMSWORTH SHOW
	The Brook Meadow Conservation Group had a very successful day at the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday 26th August.  We had lots of visitors to our stall, including many old friends and familiar faces.  David Willetts our local MP came for a chat d...
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	The 2nd AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place on Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street. The guest speaker will be Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy who will talk about the management o...
	NATURE WALK
	Please note there will not be a Nature Walk in September.  The next one is October 27th.
	NEWSLETTER
	The August Newsletter was distributed last week to all those members not receiving this weekly up-date by e-mail.  As you receive the weekly news update by e-mail you will not have received a Newsletter.  However, if you would like to receive a copy o...
	Just a gentle reminder that your current subscription ran out at the end of August (unless you have recently joined in the month of August in which case your subscription covers the year 2002-2003).  Subscription is still just £3 per person. Please co...
	Web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow with news and information and photographs of workdays and wildlife.  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	WORDS OF PRAISE
	“Each week Brian Fellows issues a brief bulletin of news for the Brook Meadow Conservation Group, telling the less active members of what can be seen there as well as providing an ongoing record of the wildlife.  This week he includes a list of the bu...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes
	Birdsong
	Ralph Hollins says Havant Thicket was full of small birds when he was there on Sunday morning but Crossbills were not among them (though they have been seen in many parts of Hampshire).  Several Willow Warblers gave snatches of their song and one Chif...
	Little Egret Roosts
	Last week Ralph found about 20 Little Egrets using the Wade Court roost at Langstone.  Ralph also found at least 34 Little Egrets using the Tournerbury Wood roost on the southeast shore of Hayling Island last week.  On Thorney Island Barry Collins cou...
	Ospreys
	Barry Collins also saw two juvenile Ospreys fishing in Chichester Harbour off Thorney Island and assumes they were the two that have spent several days in Langstone Harbour. Normally in autumn and spring Ospreys seem to prefer Chichester to Langstone ...

	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	BIRDS
	Wren, Robin, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon were the only birds I herad singing on the meadow this week, though many others could be heard calling from the trees and bushes, probably young birds. A Chiffchaff was regularly calling from the east side.  I...
	BUTTERFLIES
	Plenty of whites were on the wing this week, including Small and Green-veined White, though not so many Gatekeepers as the previous week.  Particularly, nice butterflies were a Holly Blue perching with wings half open and a Common Blue perching with w...
	OTHER INSECTS
	Banded Demoiselles can still be seen around the Branched Bur-reed on the north bend by the railway embankment and male and female Common Darters (red dragonflies) around the river.  I found what looked like a nymph Common Green Shield-bug resting on g...
	My first Harvestman Leiobunum rotundum of the summer was seen basking on the vegetation. Harvestmen are Arachnids resembling spiders, but their body is undivided and they have no venom or silk.  They generally mature in late summer, hence their name. ...
	PLANTS
	Interesting flowers showing up well in the Seagull Lane patch this week were Amphibious Bistort, Field Bindweed, Mugwort and Bittersweet.  The tiny red flowers of Mugwort show up best under the microscope.  Bittersweet has flowers, green and red berri...
	BROOK MEADOW WORKDAY – Sunday 18th August
	The weather was fine and warm for the workday attended by Jean, Jill, Elisabeth, David, Fred and myself.
	Cutting:
	The main task was cutting and raking the "community area" which was succssfully done.   During cutting I noticed a number of holes in the ground - presumably the work of dogs?   I also cut a swathe around the area to the north of the causeway to mark ...
	Litter:
	Jean and Jill also did a good job clearing up all the litter around the bench in Palmer's Road copse as well as emptying the South Gate litter bin which was full to overflowing.  I have never seen it so full.  Are the HBC litter collectors on holiday?
	The streams:
	Meanwhile Fred busied himself transfering “weed” (ie Stream Water-crowfoot) from the River Ems to the Lumley Stream for Trout to feed on.  In the process he saw a large Eel in the river and over a dozen small Trout.  Fred is concerned about the effect...
	Birds:
	A Chiffchaff was calling for much of the morning from the trees near Lumley Road.  A Robin was singing from Gooseberry Cottage.
	THE EMSWORTH SHOW
	As we did last year, we have booked a stall at the Emsworth Show which takes place on Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground, Horndean Road, from 11am-5pm.  We have decided not to have a covered stall since we now have our own gazebo...
	This is a good time to see Black-tailed Godwits in the harbour, many of them still in their colourful breeding plumage.  They are best viewed in the morning at low water from the marina seawall.  On Thursday I counted 182 Black-tailed Godwits which wa...
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Next workdays: Thursday 5th September and Sunday 15 September.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am Palmers Rd car park.
	Next walk - Sunday 25 August.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	Web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow with news and information and photographs of workdays and wildlife.  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Wren, Greenfinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon were the only birds singing this week. Chiffchaff was calling from east side.  A young Song Thrush was in the trees in the South Meadow.  A flock of Long-tailed Tits were often heard calling from the bush...
	The northern of the two Blue Tit nest boxes along Lumley Road has been “vandalised” by a Great Spotted Woodpecker – the hole has been drilled open and presumably the nestlings taken.  Swallows have been regularly feeding over the meadow.
	On Saturday evening, hearing lots of twittering overhead I looked up to see a flock of about 15 Swallows in hot pursuit of a Sparrowhawk that was flying leisurely across the meadow.
	Fish
	Standing on the small bridge at the head of Peter Pond I was suprised to see a shoal of 20 or so Grey Mullet, some up to 18 ins in length, pass underneath me going north from Peter Pond into the Lumley pool.  A less pleasant sight was that of a dead T...
	Mammals
	A Grey Squirrel was feeding on haws from a Hawthorn bush on the edge of Lumley Road.
	Butterflies
	Gatekeepers were everywhere on the meadow this week; I counted 14 during one walk, but there could well have been double that number.  They are far more numerous than last year.  There were also plenty of whites on the wing of all three species, Small...
	Other butterflies seen included a couple of Speckled Woods, Peacock, Comma, Red Admiral and a dark male Meadow Brown.  I have had no further sightings of Ringlet since early July.  Small Tortoiseshells also seem to have disappeared from the meadow aft...
	Other Insects
	Male and female Banded Demoiselles were flying around the Branched Bur-reed on the north bend and over the vegetation on the west bank.  A Common Darter was flying over the Lumley area.
	Willow leaves now have red “blisters” on their leaves.  These are are galls caused by the larva of a sawfly called Pontania proxima.
	Walking along Lumley Road look out for Montbretia (garden escape) and several tufts of what I think may be False Brome near the cottages – wide leaves and long-awned spikelets.  Remote Sedge and Redshank are flowering alongside the concrete bases of w...
	Blackberries are nicely ripe in the hedge near the south gate.  Also in this area the as yet unidentified Goosefoot/Orache is again flowering.  What might be Marsh Thistle is growing in this area – with prickles all up the stem.
	The White Willow tree near the South Gate is worthy of attention.  Its leaves now have the distinctive silvery white hairs on the lower surfaces only, the upper surfaces are dull and dark green.  The leaves of Crack Willows are uniformly light green.
	OTHER LOCAL NEWS
	The Millponds
	The Mute Swan flock in the town remains steady at 110.  The moulting Mallard flock has built up to 134 – all birds in their brown eclipse plumage. Two late families of Mallard ducklings have appeared on Slipper Millpond. The local Coot population is a...
	The harbour
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Next workday: Sunday 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am Palmers Rd car park.
	Next walk - Sunday 25 August.
	Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.
	We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	Muddle over dates – Not sure whether anyone noticed, but I got into a muddle with dates in the last couple of weekly reports.  Week 29 should have read July 15-21, Week 30 should have read July 22-28 and Week 31 July 29 – Aug 4.  Back on course this w...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Wren was the only bird regularly singing in the meadow this week.  A Chiffchaff was active in the trees, but not singing.  Blackbird, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Dunnock have young out of the nest, but there have been no further sightings of Whitethroat. ...
	Water Voles
	Insects
	Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Green-veined White and Small White were the main butterflies on the meadow this week.
	I noticed two “grasshopper-type” insects on the vegetation.  One was fairly large, generally light grey in colour with bright yellow underparts.  I could not see any wings, but it had a distinctive light “horseshoe” on its back.  A photo is on the web...
	The other insect was clinging to a grass stem and very well camouflaged; it was much smaller and slimmer than the grasshopper, bright green with a distinctive dark line down the back of its body.  My tentative ID  is of a Short-winged Conehead.
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Next workday: Sunday 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am Palmers Rd car park.
	Next walk - Sunday 25 August.
	Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.
	We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October at 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Swifts – goodbye for another year
	Emsworth Millponds
	There have been several juvenile Black-headed Gulls on the two Hermitage millponds this week – look out for their gingery plumage and delicate bills.  They are very likely to have come from nests on the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour.  Mallard are ...
	Black-tailed Godwits in Emsworth Harbour
	This is the best time of the year to watch Black-tailed Godwits feeding in the harbour at low water – the best place to see them is from the marina seawall.  This week I counted 168; many of them were still in their orange breeding plumage and several...
	Chichester Peregrines
	This week’s Chichester Observer has a couple of stunning pictures on its front page of the 4 young Peregrine falcons which hatched in May from a nest box sited on the spire of the Cathedral.  The birds have now flown the nest and can be seen in the ai...
	‘Hampshire’ magazine article
	There is a nice two-page article on Brook Meadow written by John Briggs (one of our members) in the August 2002 issue of ‘Hampshire: the county magazine’ (Vol 42, No. 10, p. 46-47) on sale in newsagents.  John’s article is accompanied by three colour ...
	Baptist Church to expand?
	You may have noticed that the permit only car park next to the Baptist Church Hall near the roundabout in the centre of Emsworth has been fenced off.  I hearsay that land has been purchased by the Baptist Church who have plans to build a new and large...
	Web site - http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/ - has a section devoted to Brook Meadow with news and information and photographs of wildlife and workdays.  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Most birds are now quiet, even the Whitethroat seem to have stopped singing.  Wren, Dunnock, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon can still be heard.  But most exciting was the first autumn song of the Robin which has been quiet for the...
	Butterflies
	Plenty of Butterflies were on the wing in the warm sunshine this week.  Gatekeeper and the Whites were particularly numerous with some superb Commas and Red Admirals adding a splash of colour. On a very warm Sunday morning  I found the first two Peaco...
	Other insects
	I saw a Common Darter over the river and what might have been a male Beautiful Demoiselle on the Branched Bur-reed on the north bend of the river – it had all dark wings unlike the Banded Demoiselle which has a blue band across its wings.
	I found a dark fly with long legs and a long “tail” resting on vegetation near the river which I tentatively identified as Calobata petronella from the illustration in Chinery’s Collins Guide to Insects p.211.  This is one of several long-legged flies...
	Bats
	At about 9pm at the end of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust walk on Wednesday evening we watched several bats – presumably Common Pipistrelles – hunting for insects from the South Bridge. Common Pipistrelles are the most common urban species and frequentl...
	FLOWERING PLANTS
	We had some good plant news this week with a couple of discoveries and some newly flowering plants.  One of the discoveries is Remote Sedge which I found while rumaging through the wooded area behind the Palmer's Road industrial units on the west bank...
	Of the newly flowering plants the best is Strawberry Clover which is now out in the sedgey area above the causeway.  There is not much of it so look closely at the ground for the tiny pink flowers which swell out when fruiting to form pinkish, netted,...
	In the Lumley wet area two large Wild Angelica plants are in flower with the flower heads covered in red Soldier Beetles when I looked.  The bright yellow flowers of Prickly Sow-thistle and Fleabane are also looking very attractive in this area.   Kno...
	Common Ragwort
	Someone has trampled over the nice patch of flowering Common Ragwort inside the Seagull Lane gate – a public-spirited, but misguided act against this much-maligned attractive plant. Common Ragwort is a valuable plant for wildlife and specifically supp...
	VISITOR SURVEY – Saturday 27 July   8am-8pm
	On Saturday 6 members took part in survey of people visiting the meadow. This was a useful exercise and not only provided us with some hard evidence of who and how many people use the meadow also gave us the opportunity to ask people for their views o...
	Wally Osborne who organised the survey will be analysing the forms in detail and will be reporting later.  But from what I have gleaned from looking through the forms the total number of people recorded passing through the meadow in the 12 hours from ...
	Comments: I had very negative comments from two separate elderly women with dogs.  The first said she was a member, but was disgusted by our attitude to dogs – accusing them of killing water voles.  Cats are the real problem she said.  The second said...
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Next workdays: Thursday 1 August, Sunday 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am Palmers Rd car park.
	Next walk - Sunday 28 July.
	Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.
	We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	See web site for photos of Brook Meadow, workdays and its wildlife at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow.
	VISIT TO GOODMAN'S FIELDS, DENMEAD - 22 July
	On Monday evening Wally, Frances, Elisabeth and I visited Goodman's Fields.  Well worth a visit, but totally different from Brook Meadow.  Two of the three fields were lovely traditional hay meadows with a variety of grasses and wildflowers, particula...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Mute Swans: 105 were on the local ponds this week - a good number, but about 30 down on last year’s record. Mallard  82 - numbers are now building up. Coot 19 – mostly on Slipper Millpond including at least 4 growing youngsters, but they have had a po...
	The winter birds are starting to come back.  Look in Emsworth Harbour at low tide and you should see Little Egret, Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Curlew, Greenshank, Redshank and Black-tailed Godwit.  Look through the gulls for Mediterranean Gull, Common Gul...
	HAMPSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST WALK – WEDNESDAY 24 JULY
	About 20 people attended the walk from Emsworth to Westbourne going through Brook Meadow and the fields and back via Lumley.  Interesting observations included an unusual fungus exuding reddish droplets growing at the base of the first Oak tree in the...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds:
	Birds are very quiet at this time of the year as nesting draws to a close, young birds leave the nest and the annual moult for many begins.  However, Wren and Whitethroat are going strong with bursts from Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Song Thrush, Blackbird an...
	Insects
	Plenty of butterflies were on the wing in the warm weather.  Large and Small Whites were everywhere – the new summer emergence.  Others seen around the meadow included Gatekeepers, Small Tortoiseshells, Meadow Browns, Large Skippers, Speckled Woods, C...
	I checked the nest of caterpillars on the nettles that I first saw last week and, with more mature caterpillars on the leaves, I am pretty certain they are Small Tortoiseshells and not Peacocks as I first thought.
	Banded Demoiselles are a common sight both around the River Ems and in the wet area at Lumley.  The male has a blue band across its wings.  I caught one pair mating on vegetation beside the river.  Look out for Beautiful Demoiselles, the male of which...
	A large male Emperor dragonfly with green thorax and blue abdomen was patrolling rapidly up and down the river just north of the sluice gate, exactly where I saw one last year on Aug 14.
	Dead Water Vole
	A neighbour walking her dog in the meadow alerted me to the presence of a dead water vole on the river bank near the bend.  It was freshly killed and showed marks of wounds (by a dog?).  I took it home and put it in the fridge to take it to show Graha...
	Although the season of many of the wildflowers is drawing to a close, there are some that are  just starting to come out.  This week I noticed Red Bartsia, Spear Thistle, Wild Angelica and Perennial Sow-thistle.  Fleabane has also started opening up i...
	OLD BRIDGE MEADOW - BOSHAM
	On Friday morning I paid my first ever visit to Old Bridge Meadow at Bosham.  Grid Ref SU 811053.  To get to it turn north off the A259 at the White Swan roundabout at Bosham and then immediately left up Old Bridge Road.  At about 1.5 acres it is cons...
	Old Bridge Meadow has been managed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Friends of Old Bridge Meadow (Hon Warden David Martin) since 1999.  It receives sponsorship from a number of local businesses.  The meadow is cut only in late summer, but for pa...
	I was espicially envious of a very fine interpretation board recently erected with funding from parish and district councils.  The board shows a selection of the flora and fauna recorded on the meadow, all beautifully painted by Marion Forster of Emsw...
	WATER VOLE TALK – THURSDAY 18 JULY
	The talk on Water Voles by Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust took place as planned in the main assembly hall of the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path on Thursday evening.  The event was attended by about 35 people.  Photograph...
	Brian Fellows, as chairman, opened the meeting with a few words about Brook Meadow and the conservation group and introduced the three speakers.
	Clare Bishop, a Community Officer with the Hampshire Wildlife Trust, gave a short illustrated review of the work of the Trust and its reserves.  She asked for volunteers to carry out a water vole survey.
	Graham Roberts gave the main talk of the evening about Water Voles, their appearance, field signs, habitat, food, breeding, decline, predators and conservation.  Graham stressed that the Water Vole was presently on a tightrope of existence in this cou...
	Asked about the impact of human disturbance in urban sites like Brook Meadow, Graham said that Water Voles were fairly tolerant of human activity so long as there was no tramping or actual damage to their habitat.  In fact, humans and their dogs may b...
	Paul Smith of the Environment Agency outlined the difficult balancing act they have to maintain between keeping the rivers open and flowing for flood protection and conservation.  Paul indicated that the River Ems was a “high risk” area for flooding w...
	BROOK MEADOW WORKDAY - SUNDAY JULY 21
	The weather was fine and dry for this morning’s Workday of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group, atended by 8 members.  It was nice to see David Search back from his year in the Lake District.  Wally brought the new Stihl Brushcutter which he and Franc...
	See web site for photos of workday and other photos of Brook Meadow and its wildlife at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/   From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow –
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next one Tues 20th August at 13 The Rookery.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Next workdays: Thursday 1 August, Sunday 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am Palmers Rd car park.
	Next walk - Sunday 28 July.
	Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground.
	We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Not a lot of activity on the bird front at present.  However, at least 2 Whitethroats are still singing away.  The one in mid meadow scolded me when I passed suggesting it may have young in the nest. There has been no sign of any Whitethroats in the a...
	Butterflies
	Butterflies can be expected with the approach of summer and warm weather (what am I saying?).  This week we had the first Gatekeeper of the year. Small Tortoiseshells are still very numerous and Ringlets are also about in small numbers.  A bright Smal...
	Other insects
	Banded Demoiselles can be seen around the river banks and Azure damselflies on the Lumley side.
	Look on large white umbels of Hogweed etc for green "thigh beetles" (Oedemera nobilis) and red soldier beetles.  I found a brown beetle called a “squash bug” (Coreus marginatus) because several are pests of squashes in North America.
	Plants
	We had a visit from the Havant Wildlife Group on a very wet Monday evening during which Gwynne and Nigel Johnson found several species to add to the Brook Meadow flora list for 2002 and a couple we had not seen before.  The total number of plants foun...
	The new plants Gwynne and Nigel found included Enchanter's-nightshade (Palmer's Road copse), Hairy Tare (SE corner), Marsh Arrowgrass (Lumley puddle), Prickly Lettuce (not in flower), Marsh Ragwort (new path north from Lumley Gate), Common Orache? (SE...
	Later in the week I added Black Knapweed ("community area"), Square-stalked St John's-wort (new path north from Lumley Gate) and Stone Parsley (not yet in flower - lower path near the North Gate).
	Other wildlife
	A lizard scuttled away – it had brown with streaks and spots, about 2-3 ins long. Tentative ID - Common Lizard (Lacerta vivipara).
	ENVIRONMENT
	BTCV GRASSLANDS FLORA ID COURSE AT
	GOODMANS FIELDS, DENMEAD 4TH JULY 2002
	OTHER GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next meeting: Tues 16 July at St Leger, The Square, Westbourne.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Future workdays: Sun 21 July, Thur 1 August, Sun 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am meeting at Palmers
	Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug.
	Emsworth Show – Bank Holiday Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our gazebo for our stall. More details closer to the date. Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	There is not much to report this week with most birds still busy bringing up their broods and plenty of young birds twittering away in the trees.
	Birdsong typically starts to fall off at this time of the year, though there is still a fair amount of song to be heard in the meadow.  This week I recorded Woodpigeon, Wren, Dunnock, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Blackbird...
	Ringlets are back!
	Plants
	The total list of flowering plants recorded on the meadow over the past two years currently stands at 227.  This includes 156 herbs (flowers that die down and come up again each year), 30 trees and shrubs, 26 grasses, 11 sedges, 3 rushes and 1 horseta...
	Some interesting flowers I found this week included Black Horehound in the Seagull Lane patch – looks like Red Dead-nettle, but is much taller and the calyx is funnel-shaped, Meadow Vetchling and Perforate St John's-wort flowering along the edge of th...
	Blue Water-speedwell is in flower near the outfall from beneath the railway, though I think this is almost certainly not the pure version, but the more common hybrid called Veronica x lackschewitzii.
	Web site address: http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Brook Meadow for flora and bird lists plus some photos (mainly of flowers).
	GROUP NEWS
	Information Boards
	Have you managed to get into the meadow to see the new information boards?  One is inside the North Gate and the other inside the Lumley Gate.  I am still experimenting with the content and layout of the information in the sign cases, but would apprec...
	Speaker for the AGM
	Anne de Potier of the Chichester Harbour Conservancy has kindly agreed to give a talk at the AGM on October 9th.
	GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm.
	Next meeting: Tues 16 July at St Leger, The Square, Westbourne.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Future workdays: Sun 21 July, Thur 1 August, Sun 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am meeting at Palmers
	Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug.
	Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our gazebo for our
	stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	ENVIRONMENT
	Fire brigade in the meadow
	Regarding the fire on the cuttings pile last week, Helen Hitchings thinks the reason it didn't spread was that someone called the fire brigade. She said Tim passed 2 fire engines coming out of Lumley Rd on his way home on Wednesday at about 6.30pm. It...
	Pallets in the river
	Two more pallets have appeared in the River Ems near the bend, no doubt from the yards behind the the industrial units in Palmer's Road.  I wish the owners would find some way of securing them.
	Clearance behind Palmer's Road Industrial Units
	I was interested to see that trees had been felled and vegetation strimmed in the area immediately behind the industrial units numbers 7 to 11 in Palmer's Road.  Does anyone know what is going on?
	Effects of the “big cut”
	It is interesting to compare the areas of the meadow that were cut last summer with those which were left.  If you stand in the centre of the meadow north of the line of willows one can see that the Great Willowherb in the cut areas to the west is muc...
	HOLLYBANK WOODS
	I visited Hollybank Woods this week and was delighted to find the first White Admiral butterfly of the year resting on vegetation where the small path to the Emsworth Common Road turns off the new eastern bridleway.  I took some photos, but it was a l...
	Much more confiding were 2 Ringlets and 2 Small Skippers on the old Holly Lodge site.  I also managed to snap one of the several 6-spot Burnet Moths that were visiting the many wildflowers on this site.
	There was once a rather fine house on this site called Holly Lodge.  Ralph Hollins believes that at one point the Lodge was the home of the Coachman to Sir Philip Dimmock-White of the Southleigh/Leydene estate.  When the coachman was made redundant he...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Whitethroat – 2 birds were heard singing, but there was no sign of the Whitethroat family this week.  Four Blackcaps were singing (sometimes there are 3 and sometimes 4).  Also, 3 Chiffchaff and a Reed Warbler – no doubt a visitor from Peter Pond.  Do...
	Insects
	Plenty of butterflies were flying this week with Small Tortoiseshell again being particularly numerous - I counted 15 during my walk-about on Wednesday morning, though I suspect there were many more.  Last year the most I saw was one!  There have been...
	Commas are back on the meadow – I saw 2 on Wednesday – one week earlier than last year, but no Ringlet as yet (?).  A Small Heath was a first for the meadow, though I found 10 on Fort Cumberland in Portsmouth during the week.  Others seen included 4 M...
	Suprisingly, 4 Banded Demoiselles were the only damselflies I found.
	A couple of long yellow and black beetles were crawling on some Hogweed – Strangalia maculata?
	Plants
	Newly flowering this week were Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, Cinquefoil, Yarrow, Bristly Ox-tongue, Opium Poppies, Great Willowherb, Marsh Ragwort (?).  The Great Willowherb now stands 6-7 feet in some places and flowers are starting to show.
	Reed Canary-grass stands higher than the rest.   The Sea Club-rush is now showing well in the SE corner of the South Meadow.  There is a great display of False Fox Sedge and Divided Sedge in the area above the causeway.
	Walking through the fields to Westbourne I noticed some ball-like fungi exuding reddish droplets growing at the base of one of the Oaks in the field behind the gardens of Westbourne Avenue which I have tentatively identified as Inonotus dryadeus (Phil...
	Photos of wildlife
	Photos of some of the wildlife mentioned can be found on the web site: http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/  From the Homepage go to Wildlife Diary or Brook Meadow.
	ENVIRONMENT
	Fire in the meadow
	It seems that someone has set fire to the pile of cuttings near the Lumley Gate – probably Wednesday evening.  Fortunately the fire was contained in the cuttings area did not extend to the bramble bank around Gooseberry Cottage; the surrounding vegeta...
	Dogs in river
	On Wednesday I spoke to a lady who I found encouraging her 2 Jack Russell dogs into the river.  I told her about the Water Voles breeding on the river banks and the need to avoid disturbing them.  She denied any knowledge of the voles and gave me the ...
	HERB WALK IN BROOK MEADOW
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm at Ted’s house 13, The Rookery.
	Future meetings: Tues 16 July, Tues 20 August, Tues 10 September.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Future workdays: Thurs 4 July (cancelled), Sun 21 July, Thurs 1 August, Sun 18 August.
	Guided Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am meeting at Palmers
	Rd car park.   Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug.
	Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our gazebo for our
	stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are able to help.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	We hope to have a speaker from Hampshire Wildlife Trust.
	Emsworth Millponds
	Ralph Hollins alerted me to the presence of Hedgerow Crane's-bill on the marina seawall overlooking the harbour which I quickly found with its large dark red flowers. In fact, the whole of the seawall was a blaze of flowers with Common Mallow, Yarrow,...
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	All our resident birds appear to have settled down in their territories and are no doubt busy tending to their young.  I am not sure if any of the nest boxes have been used.  House Sparrows and Starlings constantly visit the meadow from outside to loo...
	Of the summer visitors 3 Chiffchaff and 3 Blackcap have been singing in the wooded areas around the meadow and one pair of Whitethroat have already produced a brood of 4 youngsters which sometimes can be heard and seen around the Lumley Gate area.  Gu...
	Insects
	We have had a strong emergence of Small Tortoiseshells in the past week or so, and the meadow is full of them.  The maximum seen on one visit was 10.  Fresh Commas should also be out fairly soon.  In contrast, Painted Ladies and Peacocks are looking v...
	The delightful Banded Demoiselles are now flying in the wetter areas of the meadow. They are quite large for damselflies and have a distinctive fluttering flight; the males have a dark band across the wings from which the insect gets its name.  Look o...
	Another distinctive insect to be seen on the meadow is Oedemera nobilis, or more simply “thigh beetle”, so called because of its swollen thighs.  They can usually be seen resting on vegetation, particularly inside the trumpets of Large Bindweed.  Look...
	Ralph Hollins reported seeing a bright ‘Marmelade Fly’ (the common hoverfly Episyrphus balteatus) and a black and red Cercopis vulnerata Froghopper.
	Wild flowers
	Recently flowering plants on the meadow include Common Ragwort, Nipplewort, Bristly Ox-tongue, Black Medick, Creeping Thistle, Wild Angelica, Scentless Mayweed?, Large Bindweed, Meadowsweet, Hogweed, Oxeye Daisies (by Lumley Gate) and Pink Oxalis and ...
	The pretty Dog Roses are in flower along the north bank and along Lumley Road and the highly scented Garden Privet is out along Lumley Road and Honeysuckle is in the hedge near the Lumley Gate.   There are patches of Pineappleweed around the meadow – ...
	Hedge Woundwort is flowering in several places, often hiding among Common Nettles – the two plants have very similar leaves, though the Hedge Woundwort does not sting. Someone has been chopping down the Hemlock Water-dropwort; they must have something...
	The large plants of Water Figwort with their disproportionately small red flowers are growing well near the waterways; their blunt tipped leaves and winged stems distinguish them from Common Figwort which we do not seem to have on the meadow.
	Blue Water-speedwell?
	There is another water plant growing in the river near to the outfall from the railway embankment which is clearly a Water-speedwell, but which one?   The plant is very fleshy and robust, has lanceolate pointed leaves and long racemes.  The flowers ha...
	Hedgerow Crane's-bill
	Grasses
	The grasses are going mad.  Most are now above head height, with the occasional patch of Reed Canary-grass standing even taller.  Walking through them is an experience not to be missed!   Identifying them is quite a challenge – anyone up to it?  Here ...
	Debbie Miller
	Debbie Miller is leaving the Hampshire Habitat Management Advisor Project on 28 June 2002 to take up a new position with the Hampshire Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG).  Debbie has been our habitat management advisor since the group began wo...
	New Information Boards
	Ian Brewster’s parting gift to the group (he has left Havant Borough Council to work for Arun District Council) was to order two Metroguard sign cases.  These are strong (and hopefully, vandal-proof!) sign cases in which we shall be able to display ne...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings – third Tuesday of each month 7 pm at Ted’s house 13, The Rookery.
	Future meetings: Tues 16 July, Tues 20 August, Tues 10 September.
	Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 9 October 7 pm at the Emsworth Centre, South Street.
	We hope to have a speaker from Hampshire Wildlife Trust.
	Workdays – first Thursday and third Sunday of each month 10 am-12 noon, meet at the Lumley Gate.
	Future workdays:  Thurs 4 July (cancelled), Sun 21 July, Thurs 1 August, Sun 18 August.
	Nature Walks – fourth Sunday of each month from April to October, 10 am meeting at Palmers Rd
	car park.  Future walks: Sun 28 July, Sun 25 Aug.
	Guided Herb walk – Thursday 27 June 7 p.m. meeting at Palmers Rd car park, led by Steve Taylor,
	herbalist at Medicine Garden in South Street, Emsworth.
	Emsworth Show – Monday 26th August on the Recreation Ground. We shall be using our gazebo for our
	stall. More details closer to the date. But, we need you! Please let us know if you are able to help.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Nothing special to report this week.  Most of the regulars were singing including 3 Chiffchaff and 3 Blackcap.  The Whitethroat family with 4 youngsters is still about – this week I heard and saw them calling and being attended to by their parents in ...
	Insects
	As last week, we have seen several fresh-looking Small Tortoiseshell butterflies – clearly marking the emergence of a summer brood.  Other butterflies observed included 2 Red Admirals, a Small White and a Painted Lady.
	The first Banded Demoiselle of the year was flying in the Seagull Lane patch and another was seen on Sunday during the Workday.  They are quite large for damselflies and have a distinctive fluttering flight.  The males have a dark band across the wing...
	Wild Flowers
	Newly flowering in the meadow this week were Pineappleweed, Scentless Mayweed?, Large Bindweed, Meadowsweet, Hogweed and Oxeye Daisies (by Lumley Gate).  Broad-leaved Willowherb and Purple Toadflax are now brightening the area behind the bottle bank i...
	I have been puzzling over a Forget-me-not on the banks of the Lumley Stream, which should be Water Forget-me-not from where it grows.  The adpressed hairs on the upper stem and calyx support that identification, but its flowers are too small.
	There is a patch of what I think is Common Figwort standing tall in the South Meadow just inside the South Gate.  If so, this would be a new addition to the Brook Meadow plant list – we already have Water Figwort on the banks of the River Ems.  Common...
	Hedge Woundwort is flowering well in several places, sometimes hiding among Common Nettles – the two plants have very similar leaves, though the Hedge Woundwort does not sting.
	Yarrow is in bud, but not yet in flower. The distinctive leaves of Pepper-saxifrage are now showing in the wet Lumley area, but no flowers as yet.  There is a large Poppy plant growing on the east side behind the Lumley Road cottages, not yet in flowe...
	Someone has been chopping down the Hemlock Water-dropwort along the river banks in Palmer's Road copse.  They must have something against this plant – I wonder why?
	The grasses are going mad in the meadow.  There seem more than ever this year.  Is this due to the big cut?  Most are now head high, with the occasional patch of Reed Canary-grass standing even taller.  I am still trying to make Meadow Foxtail into Ti...
	Other wildlife
	I had a chat with Steve who has lived in Emsworth all his life and who walks his two dogs in the meadow several times a day - an activity which certainly helps to keep the paths open.  He does not recall ever having seen so many Brown Trout in the riv...
	While cutting the “community area” during the workday on Sunday we disturbed a vole which scuttled away to hide under some cuttings.  There are three possible identifications: Bank Vole, Field Vole and Water Vole.  Its relatively small size suggests i...
	Wildlife Photos
	WORKDAY - SUNDAY JUNE 16
	Sunday’s work session was attended by 8 members: Penny, Debi, Marjorie, Pat, Graham, Wally, Graham Ault and myself.  We concentrated on cutting and raking the “community area” in front of the seat which had not been cut for a month.  Overnight rain ha...
	Bridge.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays – Thursday 4 July and Sunday 21 July 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	KINGCOMBE MEADOWS
	I have been in Dorset for much of the week during which time I visited the Kingcombe Meadows Nature Reserve which is some 13 miles west of Dorchester.  It covers 370 acres of small meadows, unimproved grassland, thick ancient hedgerows, woodland, scru...
	Farlington Marshes
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	On Thursday I was delighted to see 4 young Whitethroats lined up on a branch of the Goat Willow sapling near our rubbish tip being fed by the two parents.  I tried to get a photo but I was too far away.  I walked round the meadow but did not see any o...
	Insects
	I saw a lovely blue damselfly with a dark band near the end of its abdomen flying around the wet vegetation near the Lumley Stream.   Ralph Hollins says a good way of separating Common Blue from Azure Damselflies is that Commons like to spend their ti...
	On Monday June 10th I found three fresh-looking Small Tortoiseshells resting on the nettles in different parts of the meadow – the first of the summer brood?  Also, the first Skipper (probably Large Skipper) of the summer in the meadow. The first Larg...
	Hedgerow Crane's-bill
	To get a second verdict on the Crane's-bill plant that I found in the Seagull Lane patch I asked Ralph Hollins to have a look at it.  He said “I have very little doubt but that it is Hedgerow Cranesbill which grows locally along the side of Southmoor ...
	Other flowering plants
	Thyme-leaved Speedwell (Rose p.304) is another new plant for the Brook Meadow flora list.  I found some flowering north of the causeway near the seat.  There is also some in Hollybank Woods on the Holly Lodge site.  Its leaves are untoothed and hairle...
	Also, newly flowering on the meadow this week were Lesser Stitchwort south of the causeway, Oxeye Daisy near the Lumley Gate, Branched Bur-reed in the River Ems on the bend above the North Bridge, Dog Rose in the centre of the meadow and Common Mallow...
	There are some very tall flowering Water Figwort beneath the South Bridge. The Butterbur is now dominating the river banks around the sluice gate with its huge leaves.
	Dogwood is flowering in the western plantation and the Alder Buckthorns that Ian Brewster and I planted earlier in the year below the causeway are sprouting nicely and looking healthy.
	Wildlife Photos
	Other Local Wildlife News
	42 Mute Swan and 40 Mallard on the millpond. Yarrow flowering along Bath Road and Purple Toadflax along the Dolphin path. Coot still on its nest on Peter Pond and 2 Reed Warblers singing.
	Workday
	No one turned up for the workday on Thursday June 6 which is just as well since the meadow was saturated following heavy overnight rain.
	Tony Wilkinson
	Tony has recently undergone a heart by-pass operation. We all wish him well.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workday – Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	Talk on Water Voles – by Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust on Thursday 18th July from 7pm to 9pm at the Emsworth Community Association in Church Path.  Further details later.
	WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
	Birds
	Whitethroats seem to be down to 3 (or possibly 4) well-separated singing males.  There is one in the lower meadow, often heard singing from the bramble bank around Gooseberry Cottage or perching on the dead sapling south of the causeway.  A second is ...
	Insects
	White butterflies were numerous on the meadow with Small White, Large White and Green-veined White all present.  Several Red Admirals, Speckled Woods and at least one Common Blue were seen.
	I also saw one very tatty Small Tortoiseshell, which was probably one of the last from those which hibernated over the winter. Look out for the Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars which when young live gregariously on white silk webs spun over growths of...
	Fish
	FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW
	Brook Meadow is begining to look like a real meadow with grasses dominating the sward.  They are now chest high in many places, but are worthwhile rumaging into to see what you can find.  One of my favourite grasses is the ultra soft Yorkshire Fog - i...
	As for the wild flowers they are springing all over the place.  White Campion and Silverweed are newly flowering and there is a nice patch of Hedge Woundwort in flower along the north bank.  Water Figwort is flowering beside the River Ems – note its t...
	Ragged Robin is another nice plant now flowering well in the wet areas north of the causeway; I counted a total of 114 plants this week which seems more than last year.  There are also 4 plants of Bulbous Buttercup in this area by the “Lumley puddle” ...
	Lots of Common Spike-rush  is flowering along the centre path through the meadow. Branched Bur-reed is growing quickly in the River Ems near the railway embankment, but not yet flowering.
	WILDLIFE LISTS AND PHOTOS
	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	Havant Borough Council’s contractors have been at work strimming the main paths through the meadow.  However, the kids have also been busy building another dam/bridge with pallets in the usual place near the bend.  Graham Ault is away until June 10, s...
	NEW SIGN CASES FOR THE MEADOW
	The two Metroguard Sign cases that Ian Brewster ordered before he left Havant Borough Council were delivered to me this week.  Hopefully we should have them erected in the meadow in the next couple of weeks by Mayland Landscapes.  One will go by the N...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Emsworth’s millponds
	On Sunday 2 Cormorants were fishing in Slipper Millpond where a Mallard duck was accompanied by a flotilla of 14 tiny ducklings.  The rafts are still occupied by a collection of gulls, though I could see a pile of nesting material in the nest box on t...
	On Peter Pond the Mute Swan pair were back to the scene of their unsuccessful nesting attempt – it is too late for them to try again this year.  However, the Coot pair are still going for it with one bird back on the nest that had previously been wash...
	Little Terns lose their nest at Hayling Oysterbeds
	I just caught the end of Chris Cockburn’s RSPB Little Tern watch on Friday at Hayling Oysterbeds and he confirmed what I had previously heard from Ralph Hollins that all 46 Little Tern nests had been washed away by an exceptionally high tide last week...
	Bar-Headed Goose at Nutbourne
	Tony Wootton found a very unusual goose on the wet field at the bottom of Farm Lane at Nutbourne.  It was a Bar-headed Goose, and is appropriately named because it has bars on its head.  This bird is not a native of this country and must have escaped ...
	Skylarks in decline
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays – Thursday 6th June and Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 18th June at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays – Thursday 6th June and Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 23rd June 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	Birds
	Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and Blackcap were singing well plus all the regulars.  Richard Bishop reported two Little Egrets on the river early on Thursday morning and a Jay in Palmer's Road copse.
	Insects
	Small and Large Whites and Green-veined Whites have been the dominant butterflies of the week.  I also saw a Common Blue on Sunday.  But the stars were some stunningly fresh Red Admirals and a Painted Lady, which I first saw on Wednesday and Richard B...
	FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW
	Herbs
	The meadow is ablaze with wildflowers, the most prominent of which are Cow Parsley, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Red and White Clover, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Common Mouse-ear, Meadow Buttercup and Common Nettle. The red spikes of Common Sorrel are showin...
	I was most excited to find some tiny yellow buttercups flowering near the Lumley puddle (inside the Lumley Gate) which I am fairly sure are Lesser Spearwort.  This is a new addition to the flora list of Brook Meadow.  The flowers have 5 yellow petals ...
	Grasses
	There are a bewildering variety of grasses on the meadow and I have been struggling to identify them.  I have found at least 12 of the 26 that were on last year’s list: Creeping Bent-grass (purple tinged flowers with leafy runners and long ligules), G...
	Sedges
	Sedges are a good indicator of old meadows and we have 10 species on show in the wetter areas of Brook Meadow: Distant Sedge, Divided Sedge, False Fox Sedge, Lesser Pond Sedge, Greater Pond Sedge, Hairy Sedge, Pendulous Sedge, Spiked Sedge, Common Spi...
	GUIDED NATURE WALK – Sunday 26 May
	I was joined by Jill Meesom and her friend Frances and Elisabeth Kinloch for this morning’s nature walk.  The meadow was very wet following heavy overnight rain and we got caught in a few light showers.  However, we had a lovely walk with Wren, Whitet...
	WATER VOLE SURVEY
	Frances Brettell and I joined Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust to conduct a preliminary Water Vole survey along the River Ems and the Lumley Stream in Brook Meadow.   While Frances and Clare donned waders and walked up the river bed lookin...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Emsworth
	On several days this week a Wren has been going into the ivy on my back garden fence with what looks like nest building materials.  It also sings frequently from the top of the fence.  Is this not a little late to build nests and attract mates?   Broa...
	The Millponds
	The local Mute Swan population was about 70 this week, though it varies from day to day.  Most are on the town millpond.  Still no sign of the Black Swan.  Has anyone any news of it?  The Coot family of 4 chicks which I missed last week were on Slippe...
	Hayling Oysterbeds
	Birds
	All our summer visitors were singing in much the same areas as last week, which suggests they are settling down in their territories.  There seem to be 6 Whitethroat, 3 Blackcap and 3 Chiffchaff.   A Reed Warbler was also singing on the meadow this we...
	Insects
	FLOWERING PLANTS OF BROOK MEADOW
	Herbs
	Wildflowers are springing up all over the meadow. Cow Parsley is starting to dominate the sward, but Hogweed has yet to show its flowers.  Comfrey are looking particularly handsome, with three different coloured flowers.  The bright splashes of yellow...
	All three kinds of Buttercup are flowering; look for Meadow Buttercups, with their deeply toothed and lobed leaves, standing tall above the other vegetation, particularly in the north meadow.
	Patches of Germander Speedwell create wonderful splashes of deep blue in various parts of the meadow.  Goat's-beard is an interesting plant which can be seen just inside the gate at the end of Seagull Lane; its flowers close up at midday.  Little patc...
	Sedges
	Sedges are probably not everyone’s favourite plants, though they are rapidly becoming mine.  There is a superb display of them in the meadow at present - I have now found nine though there may well be more.  My list is Distant Sedge, Divided Sedge, Fa...
	Grasses
	Grasses are springing up everywhere – as expected I suppose for a meadow, but they do give one headaches in identification.  Newly discovered this week were Timothy, Rough Meadow-grass, Soft Brome, Barren Brome, Yorkshire Fog and Marsh Foxtail (with “...
	Nature Walk
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Swans
	Sadly, the Peter Pond Swans have lost their one and only cygnet.  Ruth Portwin tells me that the other eggs were washed away when the nest was flooded during a high tide.  Maybe Elisabeth Kinloch’s men could raise the nest site to prevent this happeni...
	Coot
	The Coot pair on Peter Pond are still at it.  One is sitting on a new nest built on a tower near the centre of the pond.  In an earlier brood they produced 2 chicks.  The chicks on Slipper Millpond seem to have disappeared. Not a good year, all in all...
	Swifts
	Swifts arrived in Emsworth this week a little later than usual.  About 8 have been screaming around the houses in Bridge Road, no doubt prospecting for nesting sites under the eaves of houses.  In Havant Ralph Hollins counted 13 Swifts over their main...
	Breeding birds
	Young Starlings and Greenfinches arrived on my garden lawn this week.  Ralph Hollins also reported young Blackbirds, Song Thrushes, Chaffinch, Robin, Dunnock and Magpie, but no Blue or Great Tits as yet.  Keep a look out and let me know.  Further afie...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workday – Sunday 16th June 10am -12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 26th May 10am -12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	WILDLIFE LISTS AND PHOTOS ON THE WEB SITE
	INSECTS
	There has been a good selection of butterflies around the meadow this week with Large White and Small Copper making their first appearances of the year.  Also, seen frequently were Small White, Green-veined White, Orange Tip, Speckled Wood, Small Tort...
	FLOWERING PLANTS -
	I am amazed at the progress in plant life in the week I have been away. The number of plants in flower has gone up to 71, making a grand total for the year so far of 86.  I was particularly pleased to find Ragged Robin in flower above the causeway.  T...
	WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workday – Sunday 19th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walk - Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park.
	THE HORSETAIL MYSTERY
	I am puzzled by Horsetails.  They are growing all over the meadow, but have no flowers.  However, I read that they are not really flowering plants at all.  They belong to a group of very ancient land plants called Pteridophyta (or Vascular Cryptograms...
	There are two main Horsetails which we might have on the meadow.  The Field Horsetail has two stages of growth: (1) non-green, unbranched, cone-bearing stems in the spring and (2) green, usually branching stems, without cones, in summer.  We have alre...
	The Marsh Horsetail differs from the Field Horsetail in several ways, but notably it only has the second (green) stage and has its cones on the end of the main stems.  It also has fewer ridges (4-8) on its stems than the Field Horsetail (6-18).  I am ...
	My reference for this discussion was "Grasses, Sedges, Rushes and Ferns" by Frances Rose.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Millponds
	The Mute Swan on Peter Pond has hatched just one cygnet.  There is no sign of the other eggs, so they must have been lost to a predator.  Let’s hope the pair manage to hang onto their one offspring. The Coot pair on Peter Pond still have their 2 chick...
	BIRDS
	The main news of the week was the return from Africa of at least one Whitethroat, which was singing merrily for most of Sunday morning from the bramble bank in the lower meadow near Gooseberry Cottage. We shall have to listen out for the scratchy song...
	FLOWERING PLANTS
	The total number of flowering plants on the meadow this week was up to 46, which includes 10 trees and 8 grasses, etc.  This takes the grand total for the year so far to 58.
	Cuckooflowers (aka Ladies’ Smock) are showing particularly well, some pink, some mauve, some white.  The blue flowers of Field Forget-me-nots are popping up in various places (garden escapes?).
	Lords and Ladies (e.g. along Lumley Road) have now opened-up their green spathes to reveal their long chocolate-purple spadix.   Also new this week were the tiny white flowers of Stream Water-crowfoot in the river above the North Bridge.  Other new fl...
	Comfreys are in flower around the meadow, both white and purple, but don’t ask me to identify them.  They are either (or both) Common Comfrey or Russian Comfrey.  A white flowered Comfrey is out on the eastern side of Slipper Millpond which last year ...
	GRASSES ETC
	Meadow Foxtail remains the most prominent flowering grass in the meadow and very fine it is too.  Many of the Fescue clumps are starting to flower – I am calling them Giant Fescue (without any great confidence).  Hard Rush grows in the wetter areas wi...
	After careful study of specimens in conjunction with Francis Rose’s “Grasses, Sedges, Rushes and Ferns” I am now pretty certain that some, at least, of the pond sedges growing on the west bank of the Lumley Stream are Greater Pond Sedge.  The male and...
	WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE
	WATER VOLE SURVEY TRAINING
	On Saturday 20th April Frances Brettell, Wally Osborne and Brian Fellows attended an excellent Water Vole Survey Training day at, Winchester, organised by the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  In the morning session Graham Roberts and Clare Bishop of HWT gav...
	Winnal Moors is a wonderful HWT Reserve within half a mile of the centre of Winchester.  It covers some 104 acres of wet meadows and reedbeds with the River Itchen flowing throughout its length.  In addition to its population of Water Voles and Otters...
	WORKDAY – Sunday 21 April
	The weather was fine and sunny for this morning’s workday which was attended by Ted and Penny Aylett, Jill Meesom, Marjorie and her friend Isobel, Graham Ault and myself.   Graham and his helpers moved logs away from the S-bend in the river, to preven...
	BUTTERFLIES
	Butterflies love these warm sunny days.  We found seven species on the meadow this week: Brimstone, Small White, Orange Tip, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Peacock, Speckled Wood.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Mute Swans
	90 Mute Swans were on the town millpond on Monday.  With a further 6 on Slipper Millpond and the Peter Pond pair making a grand total of 98 – slightly down on last week.  The 6 Mute Swans on Slipper Millpond appear to be in three pairs, but I could no...
	Coots
	The Coot pair on the first raft on Slipper Millpond seem to have lost one chick since last week, I could only see 4 there today.  But, there were several menacing Herring Gulls in close attendance.
	As mentioned by Tony Wilkinson last week there is a Coot nest on the western edge of the island adjacent to the footpath that goes south from the Chequers Quay estate.  While the female Coot was in the water I could see 5 eggs nestled neatly in the ba...
	Nightingales On checking the regular local sites for Nightingales I found the first one of the year singing from bushes about 50 yards along the footpath going east from Marlpit Lane in Woodmancote at SU783075.  You can set your calender by these bird...
	Snippets from Ralph Hollins Wildlife Notes
	Purple Heron still showing at Farlington Marshes as the first House Martin arrives there. Farlington also  gets its first Grasshopper Warbler of the year and a drake Garganey while a Short-eared Owl remains. At Thorney Island there were two Marsh Harr...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 21st May at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays - Thursday 9th May and Sunday 19th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, at Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walks - Sunday 28th April and Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon.
	Nature Hunt - Sunday 12th May from 2 to 4 p.m. in the meadow.   Great for families.
	BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW
	The best bird of the week was a Treecreeper in Lumley Road copse.  Keep a look out for it scuttling up the trees when you walk up Lumley Road.  Birds singing: Wren, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Dunnock, Great Tit, Song Thrush, Blackcap 2 (Lumley Road copse ...
	TREES
	Ash trees along Lumley Road are now in flower.  The Oaks are in leaf and probably flower also, though I could not see any.  Is the very tall tree with three prominent trunks on the west side of the Lumley Stream a Beech?   The Holly along Lumley Path ...
	Silver Birches are not numerous on the meadow, but those on the east side and by the South Gate can be seen to have both male and female catkins.  The brown pendulous male catkins are fairly large and easy to spot.  They formed in late summer and grew...
	WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE WEB SITE
	A sure sign that kids were on holiday was the appearance of yet more logs and branches in the river.  Last weekend a huge structure had been built across the river by the bend from logs, pallets and other materials gleaned from the rubbish bins behind...
	On Friday, Tony Wilkinson met four teenagers playing on a small bridge which had been thrown across river by moving some of the big branches still lying around there. Tony told them about not disturbing the habitat of the Water Voles and he thinks the...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Coots
	The local Coots are also producing young.  Tony Wilkinson saw a Coot chick peeping out from the nest on Peter Pond and the Coot pair nesting on the raft nearest the Hermitage Bridge on Slipper Millpond hatched a brood of at least 5 chicks this week.  ...
	Summer migrants arriving
	From Thorney Island, Barry Collins reports his first Reed Warbler on Apr 9 and Common Whitethroat on Apr 10, so they should not be long now arriving at Peter Pond and Brook Meadow, respectively.
	If you look carefully along the wall of the Waterside Church in Bath Road you will see some fresh fronds of a tiny, but delightful fern called Maidenhair Spleenwort growing through cracks in the wall.  Ralph Hollins tells me this is only the third sit...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting - Tuesday 16th April at 7 p.m., meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays - Thursday 4th April, Sunday 21st April, Thursday 9th May 10 a.m.-12 noon, at Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walks - Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May 10 a.m.-12 noon.
	Nature Hunt - Sunday 12th May from 2 to 4 p.m. in the meadow.   Great for families.
	BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW
	All the common residents were singing with numbers as follows: Collared Dove 2, Woodpigeon 1, Wren 9, Robin 3, Dunnock 5, Blackbird 3, Song Thrush 1, Great Tit 5, Blue Tit 1, Chaffinch 4, Greenfinch 4.
	The 4 Chiffchaffs which have arrived in the meadow over the past 3 weeks seem to be staying with us.  I think we may now have 3 Blackcaps which might be our complement for the summer.  Recent research by the British Trust for Ornithology shows Blackca...
	WATER VOLES
	Our Water Voles have been pretty active this week and there is growing evidence that we may have two or three breeding pairs, as we had last year.   I personally have had three sightings of single voles, two in the area around the sluice gate and one,...
	OTHER WILDLIFE
	It was a good week for butterflies on the meadow, with maximum counts as follows: Peacock 6, Small White 2, Small Tortoiseshell 2, Brimstone 1.  Plenty of Ladybirds and Bumblebees were around the meadow.  Trout and Mullet were very very visible in the...
	WILDFLOWERS ON THE MEADOW
	More wildflowers are appearing on the meadow as spring really gets underway.  I recorded 31 plants in flower this week, making a grand total of 36 for the year so far.  The total for 2001 was 196, so we have some way to go yet.  Lesser Celandine remai...
	Photos of some flowers are on the web site at http://www.brianfellows.clara.net/
	DISTINGUISHING HOGWEED AND HEMLOCK WATER-DROPWORT
	Hogweed and Hemlock Water-dropwort are two quite similar plants growing in conspicuous tufts on the meadow.  They are not yet in flower, but the best way to distinguish them is by the size and shape of the leaves.  The leaves of Hogweed are large, spi...
	GRASSES, ETC
	Meadow Foxtail is now springing up all over the meadow along with the less prominent Annual Meadow-grass.   A fescue, probably Giant Fescue, have started to flower in the last week.  There are some in the SE corner of the lower meadow and others in th...
	TREES ON THE MEADOW
	We have a number of Willow species around the meadow which I have been trying to identify.
	Crack Willow - Salix fragilis.  We have about 60 mature Crack Willows along the banks of the River Ems as it passes through the meadow.  From the catkins they all seem to be female trees.  Apparently, it is not uncommon for all the trees along a stret...
	White Willow - Salix alba var alba.  I sent a twig from the Willow next to the South Gate to Pete Selby the South Hants Botanical Recorder.  Although the specimen did not reach him in very good condition he was able to identify it as a White Willow, b...
	ENVIRONMENT
	A sure sign the kids are on holiday is the appearance of more logs and branches in the river.  Graham Ault has been assiduous in clearing them, but sadly on Sunday evening I found another huge structure across the river near the bend made mainly from ...
	WORKDAY  - Thursday 4th April
	Seven members attended.  The weather fine and sunny.  Tasks included cutting the area infront of the seat, clearing dead vegetation from the lower meadow and clearing the area around the South Gate and the steps.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings:  Tuesday 16th April and Tuesday 21st May.  7pm, 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays:  Sunday 21st April, Thursday 2nd May. 10am-12 noon. Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walks: Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May.  10am-12 noon.  Palmer's Road Car Park.
	Nature Hunt:  Sunday 12th May from 2pm to 4pm in the meadow. Details from Frances Brettell.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Swans flock to the Millpond
	There was a huge flock of Mute Swans on the town millpond for most of the week.  I counted 97 on one occasion which is a new record for April.  The Black Swan was still absent.  The Mute Swan is still sitting tight on her nest on Peter Pond as is the ...
	Birds leave the harbour
	The harbour is almost bereft of birds as most have now left for their breeding grounds in the far north.  All I found this week were 2 Brent Geese, 2 Shelduck, 8 Black-tailed Godwit and a few Dunlin, Redshank and Curlew.
	Fires in Hollybank Woods
	Jill von Westarp rang me on Sunday evening to say that fires were raging in the western section of the woods and the firemen were frustrated because they could not get through the gate to put them out.  Havant Borough Council clearly have the keys, bu...
	BROOK MEADOW: BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES
	Two of our three expected summer visitors have arrived.  So far we have four Chiffchaff and one Blackcap singing on the meadow.  I would expect more Blackcap to turn up shortly.  Listen for them in the woodland areas.  The Whitethroat should be here i...
	This has been the best week so far for butterflies.  I recorded 2 Small Tortoiseshell, 4 Peacock, 1 Small White and 2 Brimstone. Also, present were Bumblebees, Ladybirds (7-spot and 2-spot) and Crane-flies.
	FLOWERING PLANTS
	More plants are coming into flower as spring gets underway.  The yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine still dominate the meadow, but I think we have lost all our Winter Heliotrope for another year.
	Newly flowering this week were Cuckooflower in the damp areas in the centre of the meadow and a patch of Wavy Bitter-cress (with wavy stems!) along the path through Palmer's Road copse.   The deep blue flowers of Grape Hyacinth (escapes?) are also sho...
	I did my annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Wednesday.  Most were on the river bank below and around the sluice gate, with a few on the causeway towards the Lumley Gate.  My count of 240 is well below last year’s total of 412.  Ralph Hollins t...
	Of the trees, most of the Crack Willows have leaves coming though there are very few catkins visible.  I wonder why this is?  Alder and Goat Willow also have leaves coming through.  Elder has both leaves and buds showing.  But there is no movement in ...
	A number of the stems of Field Horsetail are coming up in the centre of the meadow near the line of willows.  Since it is quite wet in this area, some of them could be Marsh Horsetail?   Meadow Foxtail is flowering well on the east side and in the cen...
	We have had just a couple of sightings of a Water Vole reported this week, from Frances Brettell and Graham Ault, both from the area by the sluice gate.  But, there is evidence of more fresh burrow holes both downstream near the South Bridge and upstr...
	GROUP NEWS
	Printed Newsletters To save time, money and unnecessary duplication, the committee have decided that the bi-monthly printed Newsletters will not be delivered to those members already receiving this weekly e-mail digest of news from the meadow.  This w...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meetings:  Tuesday 16th April and Tuesday 21st May.  7pm, at 13, The Rookery.
	Workdays:  Thursday 4th April, Sunday 21st April, Thursday 2nd May. 10am at the Lumley Gate.
	Guided Nature Walks: Sunday 28th April, Sunday 26th May 10am-12 noon.
	Nature Hunt:  Sunday 12th May from 2pm to 4pm in the meadow. Details from Frances Brettell.
	Nesting birds on the millponds
	The Mute Swan and the Coot seem to be fairly well settled on their nests on and near the main island on Peter Pond and both nests appeared to survive the exceptionally high spring tides over the Easter weekend.  Let’s hope they also survive the attent...
	Mute Swans galore on Emsworth Millpond
	There are plenty of non-breeding Mute Swans on the millpond.  On Monday I counted 89 with numbers building up to the summer peak. The Black Swan still absent.  Others: Mallard 42, Tufted Duck 4, Coot 2.
	Brent Geese leave for the Artic
	Almost all the Brent Geese have now left our harbours on their long journey to their breeding grounds in the Artic circle.  On Monday I counted just 12 on the mudflats in Emsworth Harbour, plus a scattering of waders, such as, Black-tailed Godwit, Red...
	Hollybank Woods
	The woods are well worth a visit at this time of year.  The new track through the woods makes walking easier and less intimidating.  There are lots of birds, with Chiffchaff and Blackcap singing. Woodpeckers are active and on Thursday I had good views...
	Butterflies are abundant, with Brimstones, Commas and Peacocks prominent.  Primroses and Cowslips are in flower on the Holly Lodge site, but most of the Daffodills have now gone over.  In the southern tip of Longcopse Hill, Butcher's-broom, Primroses,...
	BIRDS OF BROOK MEADOW
	Spring is here!  On Wednesday I heard two Chiffchaff singing; one from the copse by Lumley Road and the other from the trees near Gooseberry Cottage.  And then on Saturday the Havant Wildlife Group had their walk through Emsworth (without me!) and hea...
	Most of the regulars are also singing well including Collared Dove (1), Wren (9), Robin (3), Dunnock (6), Blackbird (3), Song Thrush (1), Great Tit (4), Blue Tit (3), Greenfinch (3), Chaffinch (1).  Other birds seen were Mallard on the river, Woodpige...
	FLOWERING PLANTS ON THE MEADOW
	I counted a total of 22 plants flowering in the meadow this week, including 5 trees and 2 grasses.  This takes the grand total for 2002 so far to 28.
	White Dead-nettle is now flowering abundantly all over the meadow and Red Dead-nettle is also doing well. Dandelion has also come on a lot this week, but Winter Heliotrope flowers have all but disappeared for another year.  The yellow flowers of Lesse...
	Flowering for the first time this year was an early Wood Avens along the Lumley Path near the small bridge over the Lumley Stream.  Wood Avens has a pretty yellow flower on a long stalk with 5 spreading petals separated by 5 prominent green sepals.  I...
	Also, back in flower after a few weeks off, was Shepherd's-purse at the end of Seagull Lane.
	Also, flowering for the first time this year was the elegant grass Meadow Foxtail on the east side of the meadow.  This grass is east to spot with its cylindrical inflorescences (“foxtails”).  It is an early flowering grass, usually from April-June.  ...
	Other plants to look for on the meadow with leaves showing, but no flowers as yet, include, Great Willowherb, Cleavers, Common Nettle, Silverweed, Meadowsweet, Common Comfrey, Hedge Mustard and Pepper-saxifrage.  And, smell the Water Mint as you walk ...
	Trees
	The small Blackthorn bush in the far NE corner of the meadow in now in flower, and very pretty it looks too.  We could do with more of these.
	The male and female Goat Willows are looking very attractive, with the yellow male flowers and the green female flowers.  There are 8 female Goat Willows on the eastern side of the meadow and several male willows dotted around the meadow – there is on...
	The sticky buds of the Horse Chestnut along the drive to Gooseberry Cottage are opening.
	WATER VOLE NEWS
	The number of holes in the river banks around the sluice gate seem to be increasing, which may mean more voles or one very busy individual.  Frances Brettell was pleased to see her first one south of the sluice gate on Sunday.  The temporary notices w...
	We had a visit from Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust who had a number of useful suggestions concerning the management of our Water Voles, including making the west bank of the Ems behind the industrial units into a non intervention area ...
	OTHER WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW
	Insects
	There are plenty of Bumblebees around and a few flies.  However, the most interesting sighting of the week was of 2 Peacock butterflies on the banks of the Ems by Frances on Sunday.
	ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
	The Millponds
	With over 80 Mute Swans on the millpond this week, numbers are building up to their summer peak.  However, the Black Swan is still absent.  Does this mean we can look forward to some tiny black and white ones!?
	There have been two Mute Swan pairs on the Hermitage Millponds.  Our resident pair are still tending to their nest on the island on Peter Pond, but have yet to settle down to start laying.
	But, a second pair have been on Slipper Millpond all week. Tony Wilkinson tells me he has seen them sitting in the reeds in the NE corner.  I have noticed a single large egg lying on the second raft from the Hermitage Bridge, presumably from this pair...
	On Peter Pond the Coot is sitting like a king on a throne, high on its nest to the west of the island with its mate patrolling the water nearby.  On one occasion I saw it even making threatening gestures towards one of the Swans when it came too close...
	Emsworth Harbour - Low water
	Most of our winter visitors have now left for their breeding grounds in the far north – some as far as the Artic.  I saw just 12 Brent Geese on the mudflats on Monday 25th plus a scattering of waders, including Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, Curlew an...
	A Mediterranean Gull stood out from the Black-headed Gulls.  There were still a few Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a large number (50+) of large brown immature gulls – Herring Gulls?
	BIRDS OF THE MEADOW
	The bird of the week was undoubtably the Chiffchaff which greeted Frances and I with a burst of its distinctive “chiff-chaff” song as we arrived at the Lumley Gate on Sunday for the workday.  It continued to sing throughout the morning from the trees ...
	All the other residents were in good voice during the week, including Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Blackbird, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch.  I did not hear Song Thrush, but they could be busy nesting.  On Wednesday I found Goldfinches twitte...
	FLOWERING PLANTS
	A total of 20 plants were in flower this week, including 5 trees and one grass (Annual Meadow-grass).  Winter Heliotrope is almost over.  One new flower from last week is Winter Cress (also called Yellow Rocket) flowering on the edge of Palmer's Road ...
	Snowflakes are flowering alongside the path outside the Lumley Gate.  It is easy to confuse Spring Snowflake with a tall Snowdrop; both appear in early spring and both have nodding white bell-shaped flowers with 6 petals.  But the Snowflake is taller,...
	I haven’t sorted out the Daffodills, but there seem to be 5 different varieties around the meadow.
	OTHER WILDLIFE
	On Sunday’s workday Penny Aylett reported seeing a Lizard near the wood pile at the end of Seagull Lane.  Another interesting observation was by Debi Morris and Graham Ault who found of a host of of tiny metallic dark blue beetles, sunning themselves ...
	Has anyone had any further sightings of Water Voles?
	ENVIRONMENT
	The notice on the North Bridge warning dog owners about Water Voles was torn down for the second time – clearly the work of a disgruntled dog owner.  But the other three notices are still there.
	The large Willow near Lumley Road that was felled when the Lumley Stream was cleared looks a little hazardous and probably needs to be made safe by dropping it onto the ground. I have mentioned this to Ian Brewster.   I have also asked Ian to remove t...
	WORKDAY – Sunday 17 March
	The good weather attracted 11 members to this workday.  Frances did the formal risk assessment.  It was a fine spring morning, but everything was wet and muddy after heavy overnight rain.  Two groups set about clearing the litter and discarded timber ...
	OTHER GROUP NEWS
	There were plenty of Mute Swans on the millpond this week where I counted 87. Numbers do tend to start climbing at this time of the year towards the summer peak.  I did not see the amorous Black Swan.  The Mute Swan pair are now displaying on Peter Po...
	In contrast, Mallard numbers were down to 76 overall, with just 50 on the town millpond.  This reflects a movement inland of pairs looking for possible nesting places.  Two pairs were on the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  The 3 Tufted Duck were still on ...
	This week has been brilliant for seeing Mediterranean Gulls in their stunning breeding plumage – pure white with a jet black head and bright red bill.  They nest on the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour and 20 arrived there last Sunday.  But most exci...
	EMSWORTH HARBOUR
	The geese and waders are rapidly returning to the breeding grounds in the far north and our harbours are emptying.  But there were still birds to be seen. The mudflats may look deserted, but with my scope I found a scattering of waders and a flock of ...
	HOLLYBANK WOODS
	OTHER WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW
	Birds
	There was not quite so much birdsong in the meadow this week, suggesting that the birds are getting busy with nesting.  But I heard all the regulars, Woodpigeon, Wren, Robin, Dunnock, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch, but not S...
	On Monday while cycling (err, I mean, pushing my bike!) back through the meadow along the river path I was accompanied by a Kingfisher which flew and perched, flew and perched infront of me, keeping about 20 yards between me and himself, much like Whe...
	Two pairs of Mallard seem to have settled, one on the Ems and one on the Lumley Stream.  Little Egret and Grey Heron were other visitors to the river looking for fish.
	Other wildlife
	Plants
	Spring is here and I counted 20 plants in flower on the meadow this week, including 5 trees and one grass (Annual Meadow-grass).  New ones include, Common Chickweed and Red Dead-nettle in the patch at the end of Seagull Lane, Snowflakes on the Lumley ...
	Many Butterbur flower spikes are out near the sluice gate and soon I shall be able to make a count.  Last year I counted 458 at the beginning of April, but it seems they are earlier this year. There are four species of Daffodill in flower mainly aroun...
	Trees
	The Alders are constantly changing.  Now, the originally yellow hanging male catkins are turning a lovely rusty colour, as they die off, having released their pollen.  In contrast, the red cone-like female catkins are opening up and, under the microsc...
	The cherry cultivar with dark red leaves on the causeway, which was blown over in the gales last winter and cut down by the group, is sprouting up again and is in flower.  I’m not sure what species it is.
	ENVIRONMENT
	The morning was fine and warm for this workday attended by 7 members.  The power scythe was used to cut the dead vegetation in the northern aprt of the South Meadow as far as the bramble bank around Gooseberry Cottage; the arisings were raked up and p...
	More litter
	Plastic bags are getting blown into Palmer's Road copse from the bottle bank where they get discarded by people depositing bottles.  Could Havant Borough Council possibly put a bin next to the bottle bank with a notice requesting people using the bank...
	A wooden pallet and several items of rubbish have appeared beneath the South Bridge.  Another pallet has been thrown onto the river bank near the sluice gate.
	HAVANT PLAN
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting:  Tuesday 19th March at 7pm at 13 The Rookery
	Workday:  Sunday 17th March meeting at the Lumley Gate at 10am.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	Following this I put up 3 notices in prominent places warning dog owners that water voles were back and asking them to keep their dogs out of the river and on leads; I put one on the North Bridge, one on the South Gate and the other on the small Ash s...
	I went to have another look for the voles late Sunday afternoon and immediately found one actively swimming from one bank to the other in the same area near the sluice gate.  Its small size and relatively slow progress brought home to me how vunerable...
	The warning notice on the North Bridge had been removed and torn into pieces and placed in the dog bin, clearly by a selfish dog owner not appreciating the problem.  Fortunately, the other two notices were still intact.
	Please keep a look out when you are in the meadow.  The best time to see the voles is early morning and late afternoon and the best places are from the main path by the sluice gate and from the west side of the river opposite the sluice gate.   I woul...
	OTHER WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW
	Spring is very much in the air and all the regulars were singing well - Robin, Dunnock, Wren, Song Thrush, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch, plus two new songsters in Blackbird and Woodpigeon.  Three Woodpigeons were in Palmer's Road cops...
	I watched a Great Tit entering Nest Box No 6 immediately north of the South Bridge.  I have seen one investigating this box before, and hopefully it will be used.  Our regular Little Egret was on the River Ems.
	Plants
	I found a total of 13 plants in flower this week, including 3 trees and 1 grass (Annual Meadow-grass).   The Daffodills (King Alfred’s) are showing very well in Palmer's Road copse and along the river bank.  There are also a few pale yellow ones, yet ...
	Frogspawn
	Elisabeth Kinloch collected some of the frogspawn from the pool behind the sluice gate for her garden pond.  But the frogspawn near the Lumley Gate has disintegrated, all the little eggs are gone, leaving only a grey slimy mush in the water.  What cou...
	Fresh Molehills are still appearing all over over the meadow.  Bumblebees are flying.
	Frances Brettell has had a letter from the Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth inviting us to take part in an environmental conference from Friday 29 November to Sunday 1 December.  BMCG could have a stall and display at the Enviromarket to be held in St T...
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting:  Tuesday 19th March at 7pm at 13 The Rookery
	Workdays: Thursday 7th March and Sunday 17th March meeting at the Lumley Gate at 10am.
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	EMSWORTH MILLPONDS
	The local Mute Swan population was down this week to 50 on the town millpond.  The local Mute Swan pair were on Slipper Millpond and its appears as if the nest on the island on Peter Pond has received some preliminary attention.
	The Black Swan was on the town millpond and a Cormorant, but no Canada Geese.
	Red-breasted Mergansers are still to be seen on the millponds.  I had an excellent close view of a male bird  on the town millpond and three females were fishing on Slipper Millpond.  The continued presence of 2 Little Grebes on Slipper Millpond gives...
	The Mallard flock was exactly the same as last week at 114 with 66 on the town millpond and the rest on the Hermitage Millponds and the Marina.  Two pairs were seen on the Lumley Stream and the river in Brook Meadow.
	On Slipper Millpond the three resident pairs of Coots were chasing each other around to stake out their territories in readiness to take possession of the nest boxes on the rafts.  There are now just three rafts on Slipper Millpond each with a nest bo...
	There is certainly a pair of Kingfisher in the area and Slipper Millpond is a good place to see them.
	WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	There has not been much change from last week.  Wren, Robin, Dunnock, Song Thrush, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Greenfinch have been singing and I thought I heard a Chiffchaff calling from the copse adjacent to Lumley Road.  Pairs of Mallard are...
	Plants
	The Daffodills are flowering in Palmer's Road copse and along the river bank. They are the large all-yellow variety called Narcissus “King Alfred’s” (which suprisingly I could not find in Pete Selby’s Daffodils Key).   Wild Daffodills should soon be o...
	New sedge growth is showing in the wet area above the Lumley Gate, probabl;y one of the Pond Sedges.   There is also some Pepper-saxifrage coming up in this area.  The Lords and Ladies leaves are very lush along Lumley Road.  Common Comfrey leaves are...
	Other wildlife
	Tony Wilkinson saw some possible new Water Vole holes in the river bank about 30 metres north of the weir and seat.  There are lots of fresh Molehills springing up around the meadow.  If you can find a good home for the frogspawn by the Lumley Gate pl...
	GROUP NEWS
	Grazing put off
	After further discussion at the committee meeting on Tuesday it was finally decided not to go ahead with grazing cattle on the meadow.  Charlotte Walker who chaired the discussion outlined the reasons why BTCV usually do not recommend that community g...
	Richard Bishop resigns as Secretary
	The committee was very sorry to receive the resignation of Richard Bishop as secretary and committee member.  We offer Richard our thanks for the excellent work he has put in for the group over the 2 years in the post.  We are especially grateful for ...
	Frances Brettell is busy putting together an application for a People's Places grant in conjunction with Charlotte Walker of the BTCV.   The grant could be quite substantial and could help to fund future cuts of the meadow.   To support the applicatio...
	ENVIRONMENT NEWS
	Railway workers have been  clearing dead wood and scrub from the railway embankment to the north of the meadow and renewing the fence.
	Yet more garden cuttings have been dumped on the eastern edge of the meadow behind the gardens of the Lumley Road cottages.  It is not really a big problem and could be easily burnt.  There is also a lot of bricks and bits of rubble on the eastern sid...
	OTHER LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS
	In Emsworth the total Mallard flock was down to 114 from 160 which suggests some may have moved inland to breeding sites.  Mute Swan numbers were steady at 56 and the Peter Pond pair were on Slipper Millpond.  The Black Swan was present on the town mi...
	A female Red-breasted Merganser was on Slipper Millpond along with the regular pair of Little Grebe, giving hope to the possibility of their breeding in the reeds.
	I was delighted to find a splendid adult Mediterranean Gull with jet black head and bright red bill in the harbour near the quay.
	The new track leading NE from the main central path to link up with the bridleway through Southleigh Forest is almost finished.  It is a bridleway, so you can cycle it. It is about 10ft wide and firm underfoot.  Congratulations to Havant Borough Counc...
	The woods were full of bird song this week, but by far the noisiest birds were two pairs of Jays.
	The Wild Daffodills south of the Holly Lodge have their buds and Common Gorse is in flower in several places.  Hazel trees are festooned with male catkins and many have tiny red female flowers resembling buds.  Wood Sage with its seed heads lines many...
	On Longcopse Hill I found lots of Dog's Mercury flowering and a Primrose in full flower.  The Butcher's-broom bushes were looking particularly handsome with many showing both the tiny 6-petalled flowers and big red berries.
	Week 7: Feb 11-17, 2002
	WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW
	Birds
	The meadow was  positively spring-like this week with birds singing everywhere.  On my Wednesday morning visit I was greeted at the Seagull Lane entrance by a Song Thrush singing lustily and later heard the first Chaffinch of the year in Palmer's Road...
	Insects
	I noticed a 7-Spot Ladybird on a leaf on the river bank below the sluice gate, though it was not very active.  There are also a few bumblebees about and I saw 2 Red Admirals this week (but not on the meadow).
	Plants
	The Butterbur are pushing up their pink flower spikes near the sluice gate and the Lumley Gate, but have a long way to go.  Winter Heliotrope and Lesser Celandine are still flowering in several places.  There is another nice patch of Snowdrops along L...
	Trees
	The Elders in the east side plantation now have both leaves and tiny tight flower buds (not yet open).
	There is no sign of any green catkins on the female Goat Willow trees on the east side as yet, though Ralph Hollins reported some out on the IBM site last Saturday.  The short, fat, golden-yellow male catkins have been out for a while on the tree near...
	Fungi
	Frogspawn
	There is yet more frogspawn in the puddle inside the Lumley Gate.  I suggested to Peter Ingram that he should take some for his pond in Gooseberry Cottage since this puddle rapidly dries up without rain.
	ENVIRONMENT
	Planting of Alder Buckthorn
	On Saturday afternoon I, and my old college friend Ron Clarke, met Ian Brewster of HBC and his young daughter, Elizabeth, to plant to 30 Alder Buckthorn trees along the south bank of the causeway.  They are not more than sticks at present, but Ian ass...
	Posters:  I renewed all three posters on the gates – the old ones had been there for a couple of months at least.  The poster remover looks to have given up.  I also renewed the poster in the box in The Square.
	The pile of tree cuttings by the North Gate have been cleared – thanks to Ian Brewster.
	Dog mess:  This seemed particularly bad along the banks of the causeway and along the main river path. Any ideas on how to tackle this problem?
	Mark Wilson of Havant Borough Council responded to my request about what was going on in Palmer's Road Car Park.  He told me that the cage and cleared area in the NE corner is the storage area for materials and site hut for contractors carrying out th...
	GROUP NEWS
	On Thursday I did my weekly trawl around the local millponds.  To prevent flooding in Bridge Road, the sluice remains open in the town millpond which means the water is often low or absent, but for a central channel flowing down from the Westbrook Str...
	Red-breasted Mergansers, which arrived on the millponds last week are still here. Graham Ault told me he had had a great close up of a male town millpond and on Saturday I saw a male female pair on Slipper Millpond along with 2 Little Grebe and 3 Corm...
	I was delighted to see female Blackcap in my back garden on Friday.  The males have black caps and the females brown ones. This one was busy looking for insects in the shrubs, but Blackcaps are also partial to apples and even sponge cake, so I am told...
	WILDLIFE ON BROOK MEADOW
	Birds
	Little change from last week with Robin, Wren Blue Tit, Great Tit, Collared Dove and Greenfinch all singing well.  One of the Blue Tits has a song rather like a Great Tit’s “teach-er” song.  I was pleased to see a Great Tit investigating one of the ne...
	Plants
	The yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine are becoming far more plentiful around the meadow.  No change in the Butterbur growing along the river bank near the old sluice; pink buds are showing, but no flowers.  Daffodills should soon be open along the ri...
	Trees
	The Alder catkins are gradually losing their red colour as the yellow pollen is released – shake them and the pollen comes off like powder.  The leaves of the Elder trees are coming out, but the black buds of the large Ash tree on the railway embankme...
	The Ash still has bunches of  “keys” hanging down, each key containing a seed at the stalked end.  It also has a number of very knarled dark brown objects which look like dried up fruit.  Does anyone know what they are?    I read that some Ash trees a...
	Fungi
	There is a small group of fungi growing on the pile of arisings on the east of the meadow.  The long bell-shaped caps, tinged yellow-orange at the top, suggested Ink Caps.  After careful examination of a sample and consulting Roger Phillips’s book “Mu...
	There is also a fresh growth of Velvet Shank fungi on the Elm stumps near the gate to Gooseberry Cottage.
	In his wildlife notes for Saturday 2nd February Ralph Hollins reported the first frogspawn of the year in a garden pond at Hangleton (Hove, Sussex).  On the same day Sally Church of the Havant Wildlife Watch Group visited the meadow and found a clump ...
	Water levels
	Suprisingly, the water level in the River Ems has been quite low this week, with not much more than a trickle coming through the tunnel from the garden of Constant Springs.  In contrast the Lumley Stream was running high and fast.  This discrepancy mu...
	The Lumley Stumps have gone!
	Helen Hartley told me that, on Monday, workers from Havant Borough Council came and removed the Willow stumps and other debris from the banks of the Lumley Stream.  A job well done!  Helen also told me that the workers decided that the very large Will...
	CONSERVATION WORK
	Workday - 7th February
	Visit of Wildlife Watch - 9th February
	On Saturday morning, children were working in Brook Meadow for the first time, under the supervision of  Sally Church of the Havant Branch of Wildlife Watch - a junior section of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  We met in Palmer's Road Car Park at 10.30...
	Next, the children and their parents walked north through the meadow while I drove to Seagull Lane with the tools.  There we all set about the task of clearing the remains of a fallen Willow the just above the North Bridge.  The children loved this, t...
	Wildlife Watch is an excellent scheme for getting young people interested in conservation and the  environment.  If you know any children who you think might wish to join Wildlife Watch then let me know and I can put you in touch with Sally.
	The Red-breasted Mergansers have arrived – the first of the winter were on the millponds on Friday; 2 females were fishing in Slipper Millpond, another in the town millpond and one more in the harbour.  They are sleek diving birds with thin bills and ...
	Two Little Grebe were back on Slipper Millpond, giving more hope to their nesting there.
	A Cormorant was also fishing in Slipper Millpond – the first I have seen there since last October.
	The total counts of the common residents on all millponds and marina were 55 Mute Swan, 160 Mallard and 32 Coot.  With the water low in the town millpond all week there were no Tufted Duck.
	Two Canada Geese were the first of the winter on the town millpond.  They usually come onto the millpond from January/February to April/May.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee Meeting: Tuesday 19th February 7pm at 11 Bridge Road  Note change of venue.
	Workdays: Sunday 17th February and Thursday 7th March at 10am, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	BIRDS
	Birds singing
	Robin was, as usual, the most vocal bird of the week, but Wren is singing again after a short period of silence. Song Thrushes are now singing everywhere and two are in the meadow.  Other birds heard in the meadow were Blue Tit, Great Tit, Dunnock, an...
	Other birds seen
	Parties of Long-tailed Tits can usually be seen and heard flitting around the tops of trees.  Four Woodpigeons are regularly around Palmer's Road copse and a pair of Magpies.   From the South Bridge I watched a pair of Carrion Crows with wonderful glo...
	PLANTS
	Plants flowering
	I found 10 flowering plants in the meadow this week.  Lesser Celandine is now flowering in several places as is Winter Heliotrope and smelling strongly.  The Crocuses and Snowdrops are probably invasions from local gardens.  Much less prominent are An...
	Trees
	Several Hazel bushes in east side plantation are decorated with their long male, catkins dusted with yellow pollen.  If you look closely you can see the female flowers, resembling buds with tiny red styles protuding from the tip. Just a few male catki...
	Michaelmas Daisies
	The Michaelmas Daisy plants were looking so attractive with their fluffy white seed heads that I picked a few pieces to take home to put in a vase.  Looked at closely under the microscope the seed heads are composed of a large number of pappi (or papp...
	Plants with leaves only
	Plants with leaves only showing include Cleavers, Cow Parsley, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill, Yarrow, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Lords and Ladies, Daffodills, Bristly Ox-tongue and Broad-leaved Dock.
	Phragmites
	The tall Phragmites that can be seen from the path leading from Gooseberry Cottage to the A259 are, in fact, just inside the boundary of Brook Meadow and so can be added to the plant list.
	FUNGI
	The Velvet Shank fungus on the Elm stump by the gate to Gooseberry Cottage is now past its best, but there is a mass of unidentified fungi growing on a tree stump by the side of Lumley Road nearly opposite the Lumley Path.
	PLANTING OF ALDER BUCKTHORN
	VISIT OF WILDLIFE WATCH
	Weather permitting, next Saturday morning 9th February we shall be having a visit from about 6 children and their parents who are all part of the Havant Branch of the Wildlife Watch run by Sally Church.  We shall be meeting in Palmer's Road Car Park a...
	ENVIRONMENT
	Trees and cuttings
	There are loads of branches to be cleared from the patch at the end of Seagull Lane and from along the north bank.  Could the Wildlife Watch Group have a go at these?   Thankfully, there are no more problems on the main river following the good work o...
	Earlier in the week, the high winds had snapped off a willow branch across the path going through Palmer's Road copse, but it was dealt with very promptly by Ian Brewster and his merry men.
	The Lumley stump
	The tree stump that had been in the millstream by Lumley Road was washed downstream and earlier in the week it became wedged underneath the small bridge of the Lumley Path partly blocking the stream.  However, by the weekend the stump had had floated ...
	Litter
	The recent strong winds have blown a great deal of litter into Palmer's Road copse.  I found a golf ball and a 45rpm record without a label in the wet area north of the Lumley Gate. I cleaned the record and played it - a modern rock group, not identif...
	Barbed Wire
	There is a large piece of barbed wire embedded in the ground on the west side of the meadow just north of the seat.  I recall Brian Cull getting this wire around his cutting blades in the big cut last August.  A workday job? – but it will need some he...
	MUSINGS FROM THE SEAT
	The new seat is a fine place to rest and think.  I sat there on two occasions this week.  Very nice too.  Looking across the meadow to the north you can see traffic passing on the A27 and an occasional train going along the Brighton line.  On the left...
	Looking at the area immediately infront of the seat I could imagine children playing there, while their parents sat watching from the seat.  This would not be possible at present with so much rough vegetation and nettles.  Maybe we should try to keep ...
	EMSWORTH MILLPONDS
	On Monday 28th Jan I did my regular counts of birds on the town’s four millponds.  I counted a total of 53 Mute Swans, 162 Mallard and 45 Coot.  The Mute Swan pair are back on Peter Pond, getting ready for their nesting.  Other birds on the millponds ...
	BIRDS
	On my regular walk round the meadow on Wednesday morning I was greeted at the North Bridge by a Great Tit perched on a tree singing its “teach-er” song with great gusto.  A Song Thrush was also singing from the trees along the railway embankment.  Lat...
	PLANTS
	As last week I found 10 plants in flower on the meadow.  There is another nice patch of Lesser Celandine in flower beneath the South Bridge.  Winter Heliotrope is flowering well along the banks of the river and is smelling sweetly.  Other flowers just...
	Leaves of many plants are starting to show themselves including the dreaded Great Willowherb which is coming up all over the meadow.  More welcome were leaves of Ground Ivy (very aromatic) and Primrose.
	Looking particularly attractive at present are the patches of tall yellow-grey Reed Canary-grass which we have deliberately avoided cutting during recent workdays.
	PLANTING OF ALDER BUCKTHORN
	On Friday I met Ian Brewster of Havant Borough Council as arranged in the meadow to discuss where we could plant the Alder Buckthorn.  We agreed the most suitable site would be to the south of the causeway.  Ian looked at the soil to the north of the ...
	MOSSES
	A lot of  bright lime moss is growing profusely, particularly on the eastern side of the meadow.  I have tentatively identified it as Brachythecium rutabulum or Rough-stalked Feather-moss.  This is described in the Hants Flora as “very common”.  There...
	FLOODING
	The River Ems through Palmer's Road copse and the lower part of part of the South Meadow (balancing pond) were flooded on Sunday following the heavy rain over the weekend.
	CONSERVING RINGLET BUTTERFLIES
	EMSWORTH MILLPONDS
	On the town millpond this week I counted 66 Mute Swans plus the Black Swan, about 100 Mallard, 26 Tufted Duck and a couple of Coot.  A pair of Little Grebe were on Slipper Millpond - hopefully looking to nest in the reeds in the SE corner.  The Mute S...
	Some restoration work has been done on the Peter Pond island by David Gattrell, who is one of the wildfowlers who looks after the pond for Elisabeth Kinloch.  Elisabeth tells me that David has been  deepening the channel between the island and the roa...
	I noticed one of the Escallonia bushes was in flower along the “dead end” footpath between the marina and the Slipper Mill basin.  Also, along this path Daisy and Scentless Mayweed? were in flower and leaves of Lords and Ladies were showing well.
	HOLLYBANK WOODS
	On Thursday morning I had a good walk round both the eastern and western sections of the woods.
	I was impressed with the work that has been done on the new bridlepath through the woods which will link-up with the footpath going north through Southleigh Forest.  The pathway has been cleared to the east from the main N-S track through the woods t...
	There was plenty of birdsong with several Robin, Blue Tit and Great Tit, plus a Woodpigeon and Goldcrest, but not a single Wren.  Nuthatch and Green Woodpecker were calling. I disturbed a Kestrel which was perched on a Yew tree and saw a pair of Jays ...
	I found a patch of Velvet Shank fungus growing on a tree trunk on the edge of the central track near to the north entrance.  It is a shiny bright yellow-orange fungus and very slimey!  I found some in Brook Meadow in last week.
	Birds
	This week Robins have been singing everywhere, but not a single Wren.  In fact, I have not heard a Wren for a couple of weeks.   Blue Tit and Great Tit have also been vocal.   Two Song Thrushes have been staking out their territories on either side of...
	Wildflowers
	I was pleased to find the first Lesser Celandine flower of the year open in the wet area north of the Lumley Gate; there was just one, but there are plenty more to come.  Just outside the Lumley Gate a few male flowers of the Goat Willow (Sallow) are ...
	Velvet Shank Fungus
	The bright yellow-orange fungi growing on the dead Elm stump near the old Gooseberry Cottage gate is Velvet Shank (Flammulina velutipes).   Its caps are very greasy and its stems flattened, tough and cartilaginous (I had a real job to get one off the ...
	WILDLIFE LISTS FOR BROOK MEADOW
	I have lists of the birds, plants, butterflies, etc recorded on Brook Meadow in the last two years.  Let me know if you would like me to send you copies by e-mail.
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday 19th February at 7pm, meeting at 13, The Rookery.
	Next Workdays: Thursday 7th February, Sunday 17th Februaryat 10am, meeting at the Lumley Gate.
	TRAINING COURSES AND WILDLIFE SURVEYS
	BROOK MEADOW - WILDLIFE
	Birdsong
	The hormones are starting to flow and our birds are getting frisky.  This week Robins and Tits have been  particularly active, with much singing, calling and churring.  The first Song Thrush song of the winter came from the trees above the North Bridg...
	Birds
	At least 2 Magpies have been flying around the meadow, chattering as they go.  Looking upwards one always sees the constant to and fro of hundreds of gulls.  Our resident Great Spotted Woodpecker was regularly heard calling from the top of one of the ...
	Bullfinch
	My best sighting of the week was a female Bullfinch in the Lumley Road copse.  They used to be fairly common, but are now quite a rare bird.  Bullfinch is one of the many farmland birds that has suffered badly from non-ecological agricultural practice...
	Wildflowers
	The only wild flowers I found this week were Winter Heliotrope, Ivy, Shepherd's-purse, Annual Mercury, Common Gorse, Common Field Speedwell, White Dead-nettle and Common Nettle.  I looked hard for flowers of Lesser Celandine, but could only find a cou...
	Fungus
	I noticed a bright orange fungus growing on the dead Elm stumps near the old Gooseberry Cottage gate which I tentatively identified as Brick Caps (Hypholoma sublateritium) (Phillips “Mushrooms”, p.159).
	BROOK MEADOW - ENVIRONMENT
	As expected, the tree stump which had been extracted from the Lumley Millstream some weeks ago, and left lying on the bank, has been rolled into the stream.  There are another two pieces of the trunk still on the bank.  All this debris needs to be rem...
	It looks as if the water pipe work in Lumley Road is almost finished.  The old gate at the entrance to the drive to Gooseberry Cottage is in a sorry state, as is the whole area around the entrance drive.
	Sadly, there is still far too much dog mess, particularly along the causeway and other raised paths.  There has also been quite a lot of litter in the South Meadow, beer cans and even an old TV set!
	The posters are looking tatty and will have to be renewed.
	WILDLIFE OFFICER
	FUTURE GROUP EVENTS
	Committee meeting The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th January at 7pm at 13, The Rookery.  Charlotte Walker of the BTCV will be attending to discuss with us the pros and cons of a volunteer group getting into grazing to help us understand what we ...
	Workdays
	The next workdays will be on Sunday 20th January and Thursday 7th February, meeting at 10am at the Lumley Gate.
	BIRDS OF EMSWORTH
	Millponds
	The millponds have been crammed with birds for most of the week.  I counted a maximum of 64 Mute Swans on the town millpond, plus another 7 in the harbour and the regular pair on Slipper Millpond making a grand total of 73.  The Black Swan was absent ...
	Mallard continue to pour into Emsworth.  On Monday there were an astonishing 146 on the town millpond plus another 52 on the Hermitage millponds and the Marina making a grand total of 198.  Coot are also breaking records with a maximum count of 46 in ...
	Harbour
	On Friday afternoon the tide was low and the light was wonderful so I got my scope out and went down to the harbour to see what I could find.  There were plenty of Brent Geese spread across the mudflats off Western Avenue with some duck, including Pin...
	CHICHESTER GRAVEL PITS
	If you want a great bird spectacle then you need go no further than Chichester.  On Thursday I visited the Gravel Pits just off the Selsey Road and it was a breathtaking sight – there were birds everywhere.  On Ivy Lake alone I counted over 1,700 bird...
	Flowers
	BIRDS
	It was a cold and frosty morning for my regular walk round the meadow on Wednesday morning.  I was pleased to see a young chap using the new seat, though he did not stay long!  Both Blue Tit and Great Tit were singing well and I saw two or three pairs...
	A small flock of Long-tailed Tits were skipping around the trees in Palmer's Road copse, keeping in touch with their thin calls and splutters.  A Goldfinch was sweetly chortling away in the Alders near the Lumley Gate, seemingly searching through the ...
	FLOWERING PLANTS
	There were not many flowers to be seen.  Ivy is still flowering, as is Annual Mercury, Yarrow, Common Nettle and White Dead-nettle, but only just.  Even the Winter Heliotrope is looking rather sad.  However, our three Gorse bushes were flowering well ...
	THE ALDERS
	The Alders lining the two waterways are looking particularly attractive at present with hundreds of dark brown cones and long pendulous purple male catkins decorating their branches.  The cones are the remains of last year’s fruiting female catkins an...
	Extra notes on the Alder
	Apparently, the wood of the Alder when cut takes on a red-orange tinge, as if bleeding, which gave rise to the superstition that the tree was the embodiment of an evil spirit.   Its binding roots make it very effective in reducing river bank erosion. ...
	WILDLIFE SURVEYS
	I have lists of birds, plants and butterflies seen in the meadow over the past two years.  If anyone would like copies, as an Excel documents, by e-mail, please let me know. I hope to be summarising the lists in future weeks.
	ENVIRONMENT
	I met Graham Ault in the meadow this week and we have him to thank for clearing all the logs and branches from the river near the bend – and what a good job he did.  But, alas, by this weekend some of the logs and branches were back in the river – get...
	The seat is being used, though ominously, on Sunday, I had to remove a bag full of empty wine bottles from underneath it.  Let’s hope this is not a foretaste of things to come.
	PLANTING FOR WATER VOLES
	COMMITTEE MEETING
	The next meeting will be on Tuesday 15th January at 7pm at 13, The Rookery.  Charlotte Walker of the BTCV will be attending to discuss with us the pros and cons of a volunteer group getting into grazing to help us understand what we may be taking on.
	WORKDAYS
	Last Thursday’s workday was cancelled mainly due to lack of support, though maybe that was just as well since the ground was very hard and frosty.
	The next two workdays will be on Sunday 20th January and Thursday 7th February, meeting at 10am at the Lumley Gate.

