
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 
  NOTES OF THE FIRST GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 24TH AUGUST 2000 
 
1.The meeting was convened at 13 The Rookery and present were members who had 
expressed an interest in seeking to restore Brook Meadow. 
Also represented were:- 
Alison Angel - British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
Debbie Miller - Hampshire County Council 
David Sawyer - Havant Borough Council 
 
2. Brian Fellows welcomed all present and opened the meeting. 
 
3. Alison Angell on behalf of BTCV outlined the activities that would be necessary to formally 
establish the Brook Meadow Conservation Group:- 
establish a formal constitution and Committee to act for the group, 
establish self help programmes to reinstate the site 
sources of possible funding 
support and affiliation with BTCV 
 
3. David Sawyer On behalf of Havant Borough Council stressed that the Borough’s finances 
were stretched but that some funding could be available. Eg, Seat  Picnic Table 
He emphasized that the Borough would only agree and support organizations, which were 
appropriately insured including public indemnity, he stressed the need for the group to 
consider affiliation to BTCV.   
 
4. Debbie Miller on behalf of Hants County Council explained the work of Sites of Importance 
for Nature Conservation, (SINC), and stated that despite the general deterioration of the site 
there was much to commend it. She stated that again grants could be obtained from a number 
of sources. E.g. Landfill tax for a power scythe 
 
5. General discussion arose regarding the level of commitment that group members would 
need to give, support and training available, and the nature of the on-going activity that the 
group would need to undertake. In general the Group felt that Brook Meadow offered a 
significant challenge and there was unanimous support for its restoration. 
 
6. Discussion arose regarding the initial work that would be required and it was stressed that a 
radical first cut intervention was necessary. Debate regarding the best approach and sources 
of possible support took place.   
 
7. It was agreed to establish a Committee as follows:- 
Brian Fellows – Chairman 
Frances Brettell – Treasurer 
Richard Bishop – Secretary 
Ted Aylett &  Sue Pike -   PR & Distribution 
Elizabeth Kinloch – Committee Member 
Tony Wilkinson    -  Committee Member 
 
8. The date for the inaugural meeting of the Committee was set for 29.8.00 @ 1900 hrs at 13 
The Rookery 
 
9. The date for the first work day was agreed for Monday 4 Sep 2000 @10am. 
 
10. The meeting closed at 2100 hrs. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  - 2001 
Held on 3rd October 2001 at the Emsworth Centre 

 
1. Notice of Meeting 
The meeting commenced at 1900 hours. The notice, which had been circulated to members, 
was read to the meeting and the Chairman welcomed members to the first AGM. 
 
2. Present and Apologies 
There were 26 members in attendance, with apologies for absence being received from the 
following: David Sawyer, David Willetts, Margaret Baggs, Sally Wood, Debbie Robinson, 
Alison Angel, and Debbie Miller 
 
3. Minutes of the Inaugural General Meeting held on 24th October 2000 
The minutes of the Inaugural General Meeting were read to the members. These were agreed 
as an accurate record of the discussions that took place to establish Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group. 
 
4. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman presented his annual report outlining the achievements and activities of the 
group over the previous 12 months. These included: 
* Setting up of the Group                       * Tools and Funding 
* Publications                                         * Logo 
* Conservation Training                         * Web Page 
* The Emsworth Shoe                            * Work carried out by HBC 
* The Havant Plan                                  * The Big Cut 
* Long Term Management                     * River Bank Cutting 
* Water Voles                                         * Wildlife Surveys 
* Birds,  * Plants, * Insects and  * Other wildlife 
* Vote of Thanks for contributions from key personnel and other organisations  
Members accepted the report without questions, and the report was therefore received and 
noted. A full transcript of the report is available from either the Chairman or Secretary. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s reported that over the past year the Group had grown to 119 members, held 
net assets of £495:87 and tools and equipment to the value of £2071:22. 
Subscriptions were 20% of the income, the balance being special purpose grants. The details 
of grants were given to the meeting. The major grant being SINC Funds for the big cut of three 
acres in the sum of 1,192:75. 
Training of volunteers had taken place funded via HBC, the Learning Skills Council, and 
BMCG general income. 
The Treasurer highlighted future expenditure and funding.  
The annual accounts had been audited and would be presented to the meeting. 
A full transcript of the report is available from either the Treasurer or Secretary. 
 
6. Annual Accounts for the Year ended 31.08.01 
The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2001 were presented to the meeting. The 
Treasurer read the Auditor’s statement confirming the accuracy and consistency of the 
accounts. 
It was proposed by Ted Aylett and seconded by Tony Wilkinson that the accounts be 
accepted. The members present unanimously agreed to the proposal. 
 
7. Appointment of Chairman 
The Chairman stood down for this item which was lead by the Secretary. It was confirmed that 
one nomination had been received for Brian Fellows to serve a further year as Chairman and, 
in the absence of any other nominations from the floor this was unanimously agreed.   
Brian Fellows then resumed the Chair for the rest of the meeting. 



 
8. Appointment of other Executive Committee Officers 
It was reported that nominations had been received as follows: 
Secretary – Richard Bishop 
Treasurer – Frances Brettell 
Distribution Officer – Wally Osborn 
In the absence of any other nominations from the floor all three were unanimously elected to 
serve a further year in their respective offices. 
 
9. Appointment of Executive Committee Members 
It was reported that three nominations had been received for the remaining three Executive 
Committee seats. These were in respect of Elisabeth Kinloch, Ted Aylett and Tony Wilkinson. 
In the event, Tony Wilkinson stated that he wished to withdraw his consent to nomination and 
would not stand for re-election. 
The members present unanimously agreed the reappointment of Elisabeth Kinloch and Ted 
Aylett to serve a further year. 
In respect of the third position, It was proposed by Tony Wilkinson, seconded by Elisabeth 
Kinloch that Andy Brook is appointed, this was agreed by the membership present. 
It was further proposed that Andy Brook would be asked to undertake the role of Publicity 
Officer and this he agreed. 
 
10. Co-opted Executive Committee Members  
It was agreed that Tony Wilkinson be co-opted to the Committee in respect of his role with the 
Slipper Millpond Group, and that Jane Brook be co-opted to assist with publicity. 
 
11. Annual Subscription 2001/2002 
The Chairman recommended to the membership that the annual subscription for the coming 
year be held at the present rate. This was questioned from the floor in the light of the annual 
accounts that indicated an excess of expenditure over income. Discussion arose and it was 
recognised by all present that the cost of the big annual cut was key to the balance of 
income/expenditure. It was noted that in the event of grazing being resumed the big cut would 
be avoided.  
The members agreed that time was needed to explore the feasibility of grazing and according 
agreed to hold the subscription at its current level for a further year. It was put to the Executive 
Committee from the floor that the membership would anticipate an increase in subscriptions for 
the year 2002/2003. 
 
12. Issue Raised from the Floor 
It was reported from the floor that there was a possibility of water shrews being present in the 
meadow. Despite regular daily visits volunteer wardens were unable to confirm this. However, 
it was agreed that next year’s wildlife surveys would include a watch for these creatures. 
 
13. Closure of Meeting 
The Chairman closed the AGM at 1955 hours. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 2002 
Held on 9th October 2002 at the Emsworth Centre 

 
1. Notice of Meeting 
The meeting commenced at 1900 hours. The notice calling the meeting, which had been 
circulated to all members, was read to the meeting and the Chairman who welcomed members 
to the AGM, pointing out that copies of the agenda were on each seat. 
Display boards around the hall, showed group activities during 2001/2002, details of the 
People’s Places award and also the Meadow Visitors Survey. 
 



2. Present and Apologies 
There were 18 members in attendance, including some very welcome new faces. Apologies 
for absence were received from the following: Jackie Turner, John & Margaret Bowen & 
George Burfoot. 
 
3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3rd October 2001 
All attendees were given individual copies of the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, 
which were also read aloud. The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the 
discussions that took place and they were duly signed as such.  
 
4. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman opened by saying that our guiding vision remains that Brook Meadow, with 
proper care and management, can become both an important reserve for wildlife and a place 
of natural beauty where local people will want to walk, sit, picnic and enjoy its openness, 
wildlife and secrets. He then presented his comprehensive annual report outlining the 
achievements and activities of the group over the previous 12 months. These included: 
* Regular committee meetings     * Application for Charitable Status 
* People’s Places Grant                        * Countryside Stewardship Scheme 
* Publicity through local news media    * Newsletters by e-mail and hand delivery 
* Talks to Local Groups                        * Notice Boards on the meadow 
* The Annual Cut                                  * New Tools 
* Workdays and guided walks              * Annual River clearance 
* Water Vole Seminar                          * Wildlife Surveys 
* Herb Walk                                          * Environmental matters 
* Children on the meadow                    * Meadow Visitors Survey 
* Wildlife of Brook Meadow with a summary of Water Vole, Bird, Butterfly and Insects seen this 
year, together with the plant count now totalling 238 species. 
 
The Chairman concluded with a ‘Vote of Thanks’ for contributions from key persons and other 
organisations contributing to our cause. 
Members accepted the report without questions, and the report was therefore received and 
noted. A full transcript of the report is available from either the Chairman or Secretary. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s reported that over the past year the Group had grown to 149 members, held 
net assets of £492:21 and had acquired additional tools and equipment to the value of £800. 
Subscriptions and donations accounted for just over 30% of the group’s income, with the rest 
amounting to nearly 70% coming from various grants. The details of grants were given to the 
meeting, the major ones being from HBC for £1250, to assist with the cost of cutting the north 
meadow, and £250 from the Emsworth Food Festival. 
Expenditure on tools and equipment was substantially lower than last year, since the group 
now have a good range of both hand and power tools. 
Training of volunteers had continued, albeit at a lower level than last year. 
An additional and unexpected extra expense came in the form of increased Public Liability 
Insurance, up from £40 pa to £171.50 pa, despite much endeavour to find a lower premium. 
The Treasurer noted that the group’s general expenditure had been about £750, an increase 
of one third compared with the previous year, mainly due to the increased insurance premium 
and higher printing costs as we seek to keep our larger membership well informed. This 
general expenditure is expected to rise again during the next financial year. 
For future funding needs, the group are negotiating with HBC over the funding of the annual 
cut of the meadow and, after a rather lengthy procedure, have been awarded a ‘People’s 
Places’ grant totalling £4798 over 2 years, This grant comes from lottery funding but is 
administered by BTCV and will be paid in instalments each quarter, checked against receipted 
expenditure.  
The group plans to approach the local business community during the next financial year, to 
engage their support, sponsorship or by funding specific projects.   



A copy of the audited annual accounts was given to each attendee and was read through by 
the Treasurer. 
A full transcript of the Treasurer’s Report is available on request from either the Treasurer or 
Secretary. 
 
6. Annual Accounts for the Year ended 31.08.02 
The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2002 were presented to the meeting. The 
Treasurer read the Auditor’s statement confirming the accuracy and consistency of the 
accounts. 
It was proposed by Tony Wootton and seconded by John Briggs that the accounts be 
accepted. The members present unanimously agreed to the proposal. 
 
7. Appointment of Chairman 
The Chairman stood down for this item, with the Secretary acting as temporary chairman. 
The chair asked for nominations for the office of Chairman. In response, Penny Aylett 
proposed Brian Fellows be re-elected and P. Attridge seconded the motion. There being no 
other nominations, the meeting elected Brian Fellows unanimously. 
The chair then thanked Brian for his willingness to serve for another year, his dedication to the 
cause of Brook Meadow and his matchless newsletters enjoyed by the whole membership.  
Brian then resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
8. Appointment of other Executive Committee Officers 
It was reported that nominations had been received as follows: 
Secretary – Walter Osborne 
Treasurer – Frances Brettell 
In the absence of any other nominations from the floor, both were unanimously re-elected to 
serve a further year in their respective offices. Brian thanked them for their sterling efforts over 
the past year. 
 
9. Appointment of other Executive Committee Members 
The Chairman reported that four nominations had been received for the remaining five 
Executive Committee seats. These were in respect of Debi Saunders, Elisabeth Kinloch, 
Graham Ault and Ted Aylett and that these persons had agreed to stand if elected. 
The Chairman asked if there were any further nominations from the floor but none were 
forthcoming and therefore, the above 4 persons were elected onto the executive committee. 
 
10. Co-opted Executive Committee Members  
It was agreed that Tony Wilkinson be co-opted to the Committee, as in previous years, in 
respect of his role with the Slipper MillPond Group. 
 
11. Annual Subscription 2002/2003  
The Chairman stated that the committee had debated the issue of the Annual Membership 
Subscription at some length, including a proposition for family membership.  
The committee had decided to maintain the low £3 per member subscription level because it 
was considered that it would encourage new members to join and existing members to renew 
each year. We have a very low ‘fall out’ of existing members each years and further, many 
members choose to round their subscriptions up and thereby donate substantial sums to the 
group. 
There were no objections to this approach from the floor.  
 
12. Proposed Charitable Status for the Group 
The Chairman introduced this agenda item by explaining that during the last year, the 
committee had decided to investigate the potential benefits, which might accrue from BMCG 
becoming a registered charity. To that end, Tony Wilkinson agreed to conduct a study of 
Charity Commission publications. 



In summary, the outcome of Tony’s study was that legally, we must apply for Charitable status 
because our annual income exceeds the £1000 benchmark set by the commission. Also, some 
financial benefits may accrue, if members choose to Gift Aid their subscriptions with the Inland 
Revenue. 
Tony’s study also showed that our existing constitution would be inadequate for Charity 
Registration and he therefore devised a new ‘draft’ constitution based on a Charity 
Commission model. A copy of this ‘draft’ was given to each AGM attendee. 
In view of the above study, the committee posed the following motion for discussion / decision 
by the meeting: 
 
The motion: This Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
(BMCG) authorises the Committee to pursue charitable status with the Charity Commission 
which includes amending the constitution and to that end, convene an ‘Extraordinary General 
Meeting’ on Tuesday 3rd December 2002. 
A draft constitution distributed at the AGM, is based upon the Charity Commission model and 
forms part of this motion. 
The purpose of the Extraordinary General Meeting is to discuss, finalise and adopt the ‘new’ 
constitution, thereby enabling a formal application for charitable status. 
 
The Chairman invited comment from the floor and no dissent was expressed. He therefore 
asked for a proposer of the motion. Ted Aylett proposed the motion and Alice Amies seconded 
it. On a show of hands, the meeting voted unanimously in favour and the motion was carried. 
The Chairman said that the Extraordinary General Meeting would be held at 7 pm at 13 The 
Rookery, Emsworth. 
 
13. Any Other Business 
A general view from the floor was the need to get more children involved and this met with 
general agreement. The committee will look into the views expressed. 
A local resident expressed his thanks and appreciation for the efforts of BMCG, and especially 
the notice boards, which have increased his enjoyment of the meadow. 
 
13. Closure of Meeting 
The Chairman closed the AGM at 20.10 hours. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
            MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2003 
          Held on Thursday 9th October 2003 at the Emsworth Centre 
 
1. Notice of Meeting 
The meeting commenced at 1900 hours. The notice calling the meeting, which had been 
circulated to all members, was read to the meeting and the Chairman who welcomed all 
attendees to the AGM, and noted that copies of the agenda had been placed on each seat. 
Display boards around the hall, showed group activities during 2002/2003. 
 
2. Present and Apologies 
There were 32 members in attendance (see appendix), including some very welcome new 
faces. Apologies for absence were received from the following: David Coulson and some 
further un-named members. 
 
3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9th October 2002 
All attendees were provided with individual copies of the minutes of the last Annual General 
Meeting, which were also read aloud. Brian Fellows asked for a correction to item 10, 
Nomination and Appointment of Committee Members, where the minutes state that Tony 
Wilkinson was elected a ‘co-opted’ member. The meeting agreed that this should be corrected 
to ‘elected’ member. 



Subject to the above change, the minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the 
discussions, which took place and would be then duly signed by the Chairman.  
 
4. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman opened by saying that he was pleased to be able to report on yet another 
successful year for the BMCG, wherein more environmental improvements have been made 
for both wildlife and people. The following is a brief summary of his detailed report: 
The 8 person Committee held regular monthly meetings and has continued its pursuit of 
Charitable and AONB Status for the group, but neither are yet concluded. In the coming year, 
at least 3 new committee members will be required due the resignations of Ted Aylett, Graham 
Ault and Debi Saunders, who were thanked for their effort and support. 
Group membership is up 68% over the year to an impressive 250. We continue to get 
wonderful support from the local community and our membership target will be 300 next year. 
Communication with members is a key strength of BMCG; with bi-monthly newsletters being 
delivered by hand or weekly e-mail notes sent to those members who are ‘on-line’. The group 
Annual Report was distributed to all members, mainly by hand. The ‘on meadow’ Signcases, 
new direction signs, car stickers and our Website complete our communication efforts during 
the year. 
The Group has commissioned local artist Marian Forster to create a ‘Welcome to Brook 
Meadow’ interpretation board painting and copies are planned to be erected at the main entry 
points to the meadow in due course.    
The twice-monthly practical workdays continue, mainly supported by a small band of regulars 
and the monthly guided walks attracted some enthusiastic small groups. 
Events during the year included an Environmental Art / Nature Hunt day, Herb Walks plus a 
stand at the Emsworth Show. Our efforts to encourage young children onto the meadow 
resulted in visits by Havant Wildlife Watch and our first school studies field day visit by 
Northern Parade School, Portsmouth. All events were well attended and highly successful.  
The Havant Wildlife Group, Sussex Wildlife Trust and Hampshire Wildlife Trust conservation 
groups also made several visits to the meadow. 
Litter and vandalism by local youths has been a ongoing problem, although not too severe on 
the meadow. Many public-spirited members of the public, together with BMCG workday 
activities, have controlled the litter problem, but continued vandalism resulted in the reluctant 
removal of the picnic bench by Havant Borough Council. 
The committee have taken advice from Clare Bishop of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust regarding 
the management of the grassland. Admiring our efforts in cutting and collecting up the arisings 
from both the north and south parts of the meadow. The north meadow arisings were baled / 
removed, whilst the south meadow arisings had to be burned, due to machinery access 
problems. Following her visit, Clare supplied her written recommendations on the second 
phase of meadow restoration, which we shall seek to carry through.  
The Havant Borough Council (HBC) have carried out selective tree surgery when requested 
and the Environment Agency have actioned the annual river clearance, taking careful account 
of the Water Vole habitat. 
This year has been an excellent one for the Water Vole, bird and butterfly populations, whilst a 
number of mammals, fungi and plant species have been seen and recorded in our record 
database. 
Finally, the Chairman noted that in just 3 years, the meadow has been transformed from an 
intimidating wilderness into a pleasant and friendly open space where people can enjoy the 
quiet pleasures of the environment. Thanks were given to the committee members and to our 
advisors from HWT, BTCV, HCC and HBC. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s reported that over the past year, Group had grown to 250 members, held net 
assets of £2332.54 and had acquired additional tools and equipment to the value of £1500. 
These figures represent a 68% increase in membership, and an increase in funding of 46% 
compared with last year.  
The remainder of her report is summarised by the following: 



Subscriptions and donations accounted for about 30%, with the remaining 70% coming from 
various grants. Generous donations came from some members, plus 4th Emsworth Brownies, 
St. Aubin Twinning Association and Emsworth Horticultural Society. The Treasurer further 
outlined details of financial support given by Emsworth Home Hardware, Brookfield Hotel and 
Tealwood Co Ltd.  
Following representations by the group, HBC have agreed to fund the annual cut of the 
meadow for both the current and future years, a great bonus for the group, who will continue to 
arrange and supervise the contractor. The low price negotiated this year with Simon Walter of 
Hayling Island, enabled HBC to grant the group the surplus £500, which was then used to 
build 3 sets of steps down onto the meadow, under BTCV guidance.   
HBC has obtained £2500 funding for an Interpretation Board structure and its erection from the 
Forest of Bere Fund. This will house the artwork, commissioned locally by the group, and 
mentioned in the Chairman’s report. 
The largest expenditure item was for the annual cut of the of the north meadow at £1100 but 
this item is excluded from the accounts since it was paid in full by HBC. 
The first ever cut of the south meadow was funded by a surplus of a grant for path materials, 
also granted by HBC. 
A new Signcase at the south entrance was funded by the People’s Places grant. 
Our good existing stocks of tools / equipment, enabled a shift to purchase items such as safety 
equipment, wheelbarrow, Bat detector box etc. 
Other miscellaneous items of expenditure are itemised in the report, together with some future 
expenditure proposals and funding opportunities. 
A copy of the audited annual accounts was available for each attendee and was read through 
by the Treasurer. 
A full transcript of the Treasurer’s Report is available on request from either the Treasurer or 
Secretary. 
A Questioner from the floor asked why our Tools / equipment did not appear in the assets on 
the Balance Sheet. The treasurer responded that our Auditors had recommended that these 
items be ‘expensed’ to overcome problems of depreciation. A further questioner asked why 
£141.55 had been spent on a Bat Box. The Chairman explained its purpose and there was 
general support from the floor for its acquisition. 
 
6. Annual Accounts for the Year ended 31.08.03 
The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2003 were presented to the meeting. The 
Treasurer read the Auditor’s statement confirming the accuracy and consistency of the 
accounts. 
It was proposed by Ted Aylett and seconded by Alice Amiss that the accounts be accepted. 
The members present unanimously agreed the proposal. 
 
7. Appointment of Chairman 
The Chairman stood down for this item, with the Secretary being temporary chairman. 
The chair asked told the meeting that Brian Fellows had signalled his willingness to continue 
as Chairman and that Graham Ault, seconded by Ted Aylett, had nominated him. No other 
nominations for Chairman had been received and, therefore, Brian was confirmed as 
Chairman for the year 2003 / 2004. 
Brian then resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
8. Appointment of other Executive Committee Officers 
It was reported that nominations had been received as follows: 
Secretary – Walter Osborne 
Treasurer – Frances Brettell 
In the absence of any other nominations, both were unanimously re-elected to serve for year 
2003 / 2004 in their respective offices. Brian thanked them for their sterling efforts over the 
past year. 
 
9. Appointment of other Executive Committee Members 



The Chairman reported that five nominations had been received for the remaining five 
Executive Committee seats. These were in respect of Elisabeth Kinloch, Helen Hitchings, Pat 
Walsgrove, Graham Walsgrove and Tony Wilkinson and that these persons had agreed to 
stand if elected. 
The Chairman formally announced that the above 5 persons were therefore elected onto the 
executive committee. 
 
10. Amendments to the Constitution  
The Secretary outlined the background to this item, where our pursuit of Charitable Status for 
the group has necessitated changes to our Constitution. Copies of the new Constitution, 
including change records, were given to attendees and the following motion was put to the 
meeting: 
‘This AGM of the BMCG hereby adopts the amended Constitution called issue 2 and dated 9th 
October 2003, which has been changed as noted, in accordance with the requirements of the 
Charity Commission’ 
Debi Robinson proposed the motion and Rosemary Osborne seconded it. The meeting agreed 
unanimously and the motion was therefore adopted.   
 
11. Any Other Business 
The Chairman asked the meeting whether anyone wished to raise any further matters but 
none were voiced.  
 
12. Closure of Meeting 
The Chairman closed the AGM at about 20.10 hours. 
 
APPENDIX – Attendees at BMCG Annual General Meeting 9th Oct 2003 
 

NAME MEMBER – Y/N  

P. Walsgrove             Y  
A. Wilkinson             Y  
F. Jannaway             Y  
R. M. Colbourne             Y  
P. J. Colbourne             Y  
Margaret Baggs             Y  
Beryl Wright             Y  
Debi Saunders             Y  
Graham Ault             Y  
D. Gattrell             Y  
Elisabeth Kinloch             Y  
E. Robbins             Y  
Debbie Robinson             Y  
Jacky Turner             Y  
June Marshall             Y  
John Vickers             Y  
Brian Boake             Y  
R. Osborne             Y  
G. Walsgrove             Y   
Margaret Gowen             Y  
John Gowen             Y  



Jane Noble             N  
R. Jannaway             Y  
D. Search             Y  
Alice Amies             Y    
Jill Meesom             Y  
Tony Wotton             Y  
Ted Aylett             Y  
Penny Aylett             Y  
R. C. Mills             Y  
W. Osborne             Y  

 
   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 2005 

Tuesday 11th October 2005 at the Emsworth Centre 
 
1. Notice of Meeting and Welcome 
The meeting commenced at 1900 hours. The Chairman welcomed all attendees to the AGM, 
saying that it was good to see some new faces as well as the familiar ones. He noted that 
copies of the meeting agenda, minutes, the 2005 Accounts had been placed on each seat. 
Display boards around the hall, showed group activities during 2004/2005. 
 
2. Present and Apologies 
There were 23 members in attendance (see appendix) and apologies for absence were 
received from 11 members:  
 
3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3rd October 2004 
All attendees were provided with individual copies of the minutes of the last Annual General 
Meeting and the Chairman asked the meeting whether there were any matters of accuracy 
requiring correction or addition.  
There being no responses, the minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting 
which took place and were duly signed as such by the Chairman.  
 
4. Matters Arising from Minutes of 3rd October 2004 
Regarding item 4, Chairman’s Report, with reference to the ‘Interbridges Site’ is clarified by 
adding that the planning application had been initially withdrawn and then re-submitted.   
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman said that he was pleased to be able to report on another successful year for the 
BMCG, and the following, summarises the key matters in his report, which will be published in 
full in the BMCG Annual Report for 2005 and on our web site. 
• Group membership went over 400 recently, exceeding our target.  
• Our relationship with landowners HBC has improved significantly and now includes 

quarterly meetings with the Open Spaces Development Team (OSD). 
• Together with HBC, the Group is seeking ‘Local Nature Reserve’ (LNR) status for the 

meadow and consequently, our pursuit of Charitable Status is ‘on hold’.  
• To support ‘LNR’ application, Management and Safety Plans have been written.  
• Twice monthly practical workday sessions have been well supported. 
• Major work effort was directed at completion of path resurfacing & maintenance. 
• HBC carried out a ‘2 stage’ annual cut of the Meadow, as per our management plan and 

also responded to our Tree Management requirements.   



• A serious problem with ‘Dog Mess on the Meadow’ has occurred recently and counter 
actions are in hand. 

• Vandalism and Littering is somewhat reduced, aided by the removal of the ‘drinking seat’ 
from Palmers Road Copse. 

• School visits have increased this year, both organised by the Group and made directly by 
various local and Portsmouth Schools. 

• The Group mounted a very successful ‘Brook Meadow Through the Ages’ exhibition at the 
Emsworth Museum. 

• Marian Forster’s original painting for the Meadow Interpretation Boards was formally 
presented to the Emsworth Museum for safekeeping. 

• The legacy of Mrs Anne Conway will be used to publish a booklet entitled ‘A Short History 
of Brook Meadow’. 

• Other Group events included Wildlife Funday, Herb walks, Wildlife workshops, Ems Valley 
Walks, Visitor Survey and Emsworth Show. 

• Regular wildlife monitoring is ongoing and our Water Vole population thrives.  
• Formal surveys were undertaken on Invertebrates, River life, Moths & Plant life. 
The Chairman concluded by thanking all committee members, volunteer workers and group 
members for their hard work and continued support. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer reported a successful fifth year for the group with membership standing at 414 
persons, net assets of £8311 and additional tools / equipment valued at £534. Income & 
expenditure and balance sheet statements were distributed to the meeting attendees and the 
highlights are summarised as follows: 
• Income more than doubled compared with last year, with Subscriptions / Donations 

accounting for more than half (55%) of total income due to Anne Conway’s bequest, Grants 
(44%) and miscellaneous items (1%)  

• Grant income came from a second ‘Peoples Places Award’ and ‘Action Earth’ supported by 
the Environment Agency. 

• Expenditure increased by 37% on last year, driven by procurement of footpath materials, a 
more expansive Wildlife Funday, Wildlife Surveys and the donation of the original Marian 
Forster artwork to the Emsworth Museum. 

• Future expenditure is planned to include: a new kissing gate at the Seagull Lane entrance, 
basic skills training courses and publishing the Brook Meadow Through the Ages booklet. 
Funding has already been secured for these projects through either the Peoples Places 
award or Anne Conway’s bequest. 

• Funding efforts for running our regular public events such as the Wildlife Funday in May are 
likely to be more locally focused next year, including approaches to the business 
community and other voluntary organisations within Emsworth. 

• In conclusion, the Treasurer’s message was that the group has sound financial foundations 
for the planned activities in the year ahead.   

  
 
7. Annual Accounts for the Year ended 31.08.05 
The Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2005 were presented to the meeting. The 
Treasurer read the Auditor’s statement confirming the accuracy and consistency of the 
accounts. 
It was proposed by Penny Aylett and seconded by Sally Wood that the accounts be accepted. 
The members present unanimously supported this proposal. 
 
8. Appointment of Chairman 
The chair told the meeting that only one nomination had been received for the position of 
Chairman and that was for Brian Fellows who had agreed to stand for the position for a sixth 
year. The meeting expressed its gratitude for all of the hard work of our founding Chairman, 
long may it continue. 
 



9. Appointment of other Executive Committee Officers 
It was reported that nominations had been received as follows: 
Secretary – Walter Osborne 
Treasurer – Frances Jannaway 
In the absence of any other nominations, both were unanimously re-elected to serve for the 
year 2005 / 2006 in their respective offices. Brian thanked them for their sterling efforts over 
the past year. 
 
10. Appointment of other Executive Committee Members 
The Chairman reported that five nominations had been received for the remaining five 
Executive Committee seats. These were in respect of Elisabeth Kinloch, David Search, 
Jennifer Rye, Pat Walsgrove and Graham Walsgrove and that these persons had agreed to 
stand if elected. He then said that he was willing to take further nominations from the floor but 
none were forthcoming. 
The Chairman formally announced that in the absence of any other proposals, the above 5 
persons were therefore appointed onto the Executive Committee and he thanked them for their 
support. 
 
11. Any Other Business 
The Chairman asked the meeting whether anyone wished to raise any further matters. There 
being no responses from the floor, this agenda item was closed.  
 
12. Closure of Meeting 
The Chairman closed the AGM at about 20.10 hours. 
 
APPENDIX – Attendees at BMCG Annual General Meeting 11th Oct 2005  
 

NAME MEMBER – Y/N  

B. Fellows             Y  
W. Osborne             Y  
F. Jannaway             Y  
Keith Harris             Y  
Lesley Harris             Y  
Ann Davies             Y  
Paddy Naylor             Y  
Esme Robbins             Y  
Penny Aylett             Y  
Rosalind Norton             Y  
Rowena Horrocks             Y  
Sally Wood             Y  
Pauline Warrington             Y  
Jacky Turner             Y  
Jean Fellows             Y  
Lyn Davies             Y  
Tony Wilkinson             Y  
Pat Walsgrove             Y  
Graham Walsgrove             Y   
David Search             Y  
Rosemary Osborne             Y  



Richard Jannaway             Y  
Elisabeth Kinloch             Y  
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