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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
NEWSLETTER No.101  OCT TO DEC 2020 

2020 AGM Summary of year’s activities 

 
This year the AGM was held virtually using the Zoom video conferencing 
application. The meeting was well attended by thirty two members including 
the committee. If you would like a paper copy of the minutes of the meeting 
please contact a member of the committee. The chairman summarised the 

year’s activities and other issues and this report is printed here. 

Chair’s Report November 2020 
To all members of Brook Meadow Conservation Group here follows a resume of activities and events 
during the last year. The last year has been unusual and I am sorry that you are having to hear this report 
virtually rather than hearing it at a real event. The meeting will be open for questions at the end of this 
report. 

The year started well with a Christmas tree dressing event. This event involved 60 pupils from Emsworth 
Primary School year 2 who visited the meadow and hung decorations on the cherry trees. The decorations 
had been made by the pupils largely from natural materials found on the meadow. Dan and Kathy 
organised the event and the making of the decorations was supervised at the school with extra assistance 
from Linda Mills. The weather was dry for the meadow visit and along with a visit from the Mayor of 
Havant the event was deemed a great success. 

The winter months were characterised by extremely wet weather. Most work sessions included activities to 
improve paths by laying gravel on previously hard paths and wood chippings on soft ground. Also clearing 
up fallen wood and preparing to burn or making habitats. 

During March Mike Reed was hired for a day for various tree works. We also employed another contractor 
to saw up various large branches from fallen trees. These contractors accounted for the largest expense 
during this financial year. Maurice has established an excellent relationship with the new tree manager at 
Norse South East. 

The start of the growing season coincided with the introduction of the lockdown in late March. Initially all 
working on the meadow ceased and nature could blossom without interference. After a few weeks certain 
tasks including the erection of a barrier to protect the wildflower area and re-aligning the river path in the 
north meadow were undertaken by small groups of volunteers on an ad hoc basis with strict adherence to 
social distancing. Many other tasks including mowing paths and clearing fallen branches were organised. 
We are grateful to Maurice who has been the prime organiser of most of these tasks. 

Another significant task was an improvement to the new river banking in Palmers Road copse. It was 
necessary to remove blocks of concrete and brick from the river where they had been deposited by certain 
helpful members of the public. Tidying up the riverbank, getting debris out of the river and laying a layer 
of scalpings and topsoil to allow vegetation regrowth has addressed the problem. 

On the subject of the river I would like to thank Dan and Terry for all their work in encouraging water 
voles. Improvements to planting at various places and the construction and installation of feeding stations 
have been undertaken. Despite evidence of their presence there has not been a water vole sighting this year 
in the meadow. An application has been made to Chichester council for funding to purchase two wildlife 
cameras to further assist in the understanding of what is happening at the feeding stations. If this 
application is unsuccessful we have agreed to fund one camera ourselves. It is hoped that video evidence 
will be available for members to watch in future wildlife updates on the website. 

There is a considerable amount of work outstanding to maintain the riverbanks. This will be a priority for 
this winter when extra effort from volunteer sessions and possibly contractors will be arranged. 

One of the concerns regarding the suitability of the river to host water voles is the reduced water flow in 
dry summers and the tendency for the stream to run dry in the late summer months. This is a frequent 
occurrence and is further occasioned by water extraction by Portsmouth Water at Walderton. This concern 
is shared by Westbourne Greening – a local organisation based in Westbourne. They are attempting to get 
a modification to the extraction licence to reduce the amount of water extracted. We totally support this 
initiative and encourage our members to get involved should they be moved so to do.  Continues next page 
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Chair report continued   As always, we are indebted to Brian for his wildlife news, photographs and 
flower counts. We are also grateful to David Search who has conducted bat surveys. And of course, our 
thanks go to Pam for coffee and refreshments which is a most important part of our work sessions. 

At the beginning of August our usual and reliable contractor carried out the annual cut in accordance with 
the management plan. This activity is often our largest expense and this year the cut was completed on one 
day thereby resulting in a substantially lower cost. 

Volunteer sessions restarted with appropriate C19 precautions on July 5th and have continued at the usual 
scheduled times. Our usual procedure of volunteers signing in ensures an attendance record for track and 
trace purposes. There have been plenty of tasks including trimming and mowing paths, cutting, clearing 
dead wood and litter picking. In parallel with the volunteer sessions Maurice has continued to organise 
smaller sessions to address specific issues. 

During this year we have benefitted from both Reg and Kathy taking up work session leadership roles. 
There have been no training courses or first aid this year. This is an issue that will be addressed as we need 
all leaders to be familiar with safe working practices and basic first aid. Good practice with work sessions 
is a key objective for the committee. 

This year marked the 20th anniversary of Brook Meadow Conservation Group. A large number of postcard 
sized fliers have been distributed to homes around the meadow and this has resulted in a number of new 
members some of whom are younger and some willing to volunteer. The committee knows the importance 
of maintaining public awareness of the meadow and of gaining and retaining members. This activity will 
be a major part of a strategy review which we hope to develop during the coming year. Without its 
members and their active involvement, the meadow is at risk of neglect. I and the committee would like to 
thank all members and particularly volunteers for their steadfast support throughout this rather difficult 
year. 

A few words about budgets and funds. The cost of contractors is generally considerably greater than our 
membership income. We have been most fortunate to have benefitted from donations and re-location of 
reptile income over the last few years. The latter income stream has now come to an end. This will bring 
the Group into a period where costs regularly exceed income. There is no immediate problem as we have 
ample funds for the coming year. We are also fortunate to have received various donations, some with 
membership renewals and others as stand-alone gifts. The committee is extremely grateful for these 
contributions which allow us to operate with greater freedom in employing contractors and wildlife experts 
to improve the meadow. 

Looking forward to next year:  

Normally at the AGM there would be an opportunity for members of the committee to stand down and for 
new members to be appointed. For the time being the committee are prepared to continue to serve for a 
further year in their current positions. We welcome interest from members wishing to contribute and 
maybe join the committee. Currently we are looking for someone who would be prepared to help with 
publicity and to prepare the quarterly newsletter. The time required is about 2-3 hours per month. Should 
any member be interested in taking on this role please contact me. 

As ever the management of the meadow would not be possible without our committed and enthusiastic 
band of volunteers. We are fortunate in having a number of regular helpers and I am hoping that once 
Covid restrictions ease we can further reduce the need for contractor assistance by starting a new volunteer 
session to concentrate wholly on the river and the banks. If anyone feels that they could volunteer but are 
not certain what to expect please get in contact with me or any member of the committee. 

We know that the meadow is greatly appreciated and used by many people and it is thanks to our efforts as 
members to ensure that this will remain the case for the coming years.  

Colin Brotherston 

 

Committee members 2020—2021 
 

Chair :   Colin Brotherston Members:  Dan Mortimer 

Vice Chair:   Maurice Lillie     Kathy Edwards 

Secretary:   Debbie Robinson     Reg Newham 

Treasurer and  Pam Phillips     Terry Lay 

Membership Secretary; 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Colin Brotherston (Chair): 15 Westbourne Ave, Emsworth, PO10 7QT. tel. 07779 759696. e-mail colin.bmcg@btinternet.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 

FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 10am to 12noon:  

Sunday  3rd Jan, Thursday 21st Jan, Sunday 7th Feb, Thursday 18th Feb , Sunday 7th Mar, Thurs-
day 18th Mar,  Note no work session on  Easter Sunday 4th April. 

 
WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW—Autumn Birds 
From Brian Fellows’ wildlife blog 

 

Brook Meadow work sessions and Covid 19 
Following the November lockdown, we re-started regular work sessions on Sunday 6th December. 
The work sessions will continue with social distancing measures being observed subject to local guidelines. 
Work sessions maybe cancelled without warning if restrictions are re-introduced.  

Membership renewal. Your continued membership is vital 
to support and maintain Brook Meadow. If you have not 
done so please contact the membership secretary. 

Male Great Spotted 
Woodpecker for 
several minutes 
pecking away at a 
small branch on the 
tall willows on the 
centre meadow ▼ 

▲ A Canada Goose – a first 
for Brook Meadow!  

▲ Grey Wagtail was feeding 
in the low water river south of 
the north bridge  

 ◄This Dunnock  
was in the large 
Ash tree on the 
north path.  
 

Egrets are fairly 
regular on the river, 
but are easily 
disturbed ► 
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