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News from your Chairman 
 
What an odd sort of spring and early summer we've had: sun and more sun 
and yet more sun in May, then the same to be said for rain and wind in June.  
The conditions have taken a toll on some species as insects have been in short 

supply for parent birds struggling to feed their young. But adverse conditions for some prove a helping 
hand for others, and the only truth is that you can never tell what the weather will be like. 
 
I've had to take a back seat in Meadow matters since the start of this year, with health issues for me and my 
husband. I was concerned, but of course other committee members have stood in for me time and again, 
and management of the Meadow has not suffered. Thank you to all my colleagues. Plant growth has been 
phenomenal but with power scythe and both strimmers in action every work day, access to the green paths 
has been maintained. We look forward to a visit later in the summer from our familiar grass-cutting 
contractor Martin Cull, who does such a splendid job of cutting areas which we need help with in 
accordance with our Management plan. Work on the east bank of the River Ems is continuing to create 
more welcoming habitat for our iconic water voles. 
 
If you have the opportunity, do consider encouraging people who you know use the Meadow regularly to 
become members. Numbers have been falling and our only reliable source of income comes from 
membership fees. We are working to develop methods of payment which will be easier for supporters to 
use, so watch out for more news on that. 
 
Returning this month to being a bit more mobile, it has been a real joy to see our lovely Meadow in such 
good shape, and summer being celebrated in style. Having to walk slowly has opened up for me new joys 
and I have been able to notice more things and delight in them. May I suggest you try a slow walk along a 
path you don't often use and just take time to experience all you can see and hear. Call it practising 
mindfulness if that appeals, anyhow I promise you it will feed your spirit. 
 
Jennifer Rye 
Chairman BMCG 
 
2nd June Jennifer and 
dog Flynn sitting on 
Frank’s seat.  
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Brook Meadow at the 
Pallant Gallery on 6th June  
 
All gallery volunteers had been invited 
to present a piece of their own work for 
display in the gallery on one day only. 
Brian Fellowes submitted a photo 
montage of Brook Meadow as his 
contribution to the art day. A display of 
wild flowers and grasses would have 
been appropriate but the gallery rules 
would not allow that so photos were the 
next best thing. Here is a taste of what 
the montage looks like. It is still a work 
in progress.  

A reflection in verse of the morning’s joy from Jennifer 
A corner of England, dear as it can be, 

All June in flower, delighting eye and ear  
The waving grass, the gentle breeze,  

The trilling birds, the butterflies a-flutter, 
People walking through and tasting nature’s sweetness, 

And sunshine, pale gold everywhere. 
Our own small Paradise. How it lifts the heart. 
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PRACTICAL WORK IN THE MEADOW—1st QUARTER SUMMARY 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 21st March 
13 volunteers. Leader Colin. Weather: Overcast and mild 
with no wind. 12°C. Tasks: 1. Clear scrub from Palmers 
Road copse and plant five alder whips. 2. Remove fallen and 
felled wood from the river bank and path side. ► 3. Cut-up 
and clear fallen tree south of Beryl’s seat.. 4. Move part of 
the grass dump in the north east corner to make way for the 
line of the flood defence barrier. 5. Litter pick and clean 
signs.   
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 7th April 2019 
8 volunteers. Leader Mike. Weather: Bright. Tasks: The main 
task of the day was to build a branch barrier around the 
flower rich area in the North Meadow. ► Signs were erected 
to encourage the public not to enter. After the break  the 
‘barrier team’ repaired the dead hedge around the ‘S’ bend  
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 18th April 
11 volunteers. Leader Colin and Reg. Weather: Hazy 
sunshine, calm and warm (18°C) Tasks: 1. Start a bonfire and 
burn scrub and small branches which have accumulated in 
the Seagull Lane patch and North Meadow. ► 2. Barrow 
chippings from Seagull Road gate to spread on the muddy 
paths east of the flower rich area. 3. Water new plantings 
along the river south of the north bridge. 4. Reinforce dead 
hedge by S-bend.   
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 5th May 
8 volunteers. Leader Maurice. Weather: Sunny with cool 
breeze. There were two tasks, one to extend the dead hedge 
along the main path by the “S” bend and the other to burn the 
remaining brush that resulted from the hedge laying 
preparation a few weeks ago. ► 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 16th May 
8 volunteers. Leader Colin. Weather: Sunny and warm (18°
C) Tasks: 1. Cut grass in the north meadow in front of the 
fallen willow and the two circles.► 2. Rake arisings from 
the cutting and move said arisings to the central dump. 3. Cut 
grass on path around rear of the rowan trees and also cut 
around the base of the rowans. 4. Cut back nettle growth on 
paths from Lumley gate. 5. Saw off growth from willow tree 
by stream in the north meadow and prepare off-cuts for dead 
hedging. 6. Make further repairs to dead hedge by the S-
bend.  
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 2nd June 
10 volunteers. Leader Maurice. Weather: no report. Tasks: 
Mainly trimming informal paths and around young trees as a 
sudden spurt of growth needed to be cut back. The reeds 
planted on the river bank were replaced and re-positioned. In 
Palmers Road Copse the task of back filling the riverbank 
restoration with rubble was continued. Volunteers enjoy a 
break for coffee and a biscuit.► 
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WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW -  Flowers, Butterflies and Moths 
From Brian Fellows’ wildlife blog 

▼2nd June: I discovered the first Southern 
Marsh Orchid flowers, three on the main orchid 
area and one on the Lumley area. They are a 
few days earlier than last year. I have marked all 
with sticks. The orchids will now be emerging 
over the next week or so  

▲2nd June: I noticed several Ladybird larvae on nettle 
leaves along the main river path. I think this one is the 
larva of a Harlequin Ladybird and appears to be preying 
on a small mite. Or is it the other way round?  

▲2nd June: Crested Dogstail is a 
rare grass on Brook Meadow, not 
been recorded since 2016 and 
only occasionally before that 
date. Crested Dogstail is found  
growing widely across nearly all 
of the UK.  It grows from sea 
level up to about 600m.  It is very 
common in old grasslands both 
on the Lowlands and on the Hills  

▲20th June:  I was most pleased 
to see my first Ringlet of the year 
on the Lumley area, as I did not 
see one at all last year.  

18th April I had a close look at the two Dead-
nettle species which we have on Brook Meadow 
both of which have very attractive flowers when 
looked at closely. ▲ White Dead-nettle is the 
more robust of the two plants, standing tall, with 
white flowers arranged in well spaced whorls. It 
has pointed heart-shaped leaves, which could be 
mistaken for Common Nettle leaves but they 
have no stinging hairs. ◄ Red Dead-nettle is a 
smaller plant with whorls of reddish purple 
flowers and rounded heart-shaped leaves which 
are stalked. It also has no stinging hairs, though 
its leaves are unlikely to be confused with 
Common Nettle.  
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Jennifer Rye (Chairman): 6 Frobisher Gardens, Emsworth, PO10 7AS. tel. 01243 376926. e-mail jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by Colin Brotherston and printed by Havant Borough Council, 20/06/2019 

FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 9.30-12noon:  
Meet at the Tool Store, Seagull Lane.  Tools and gloves provided. 
Sunday 7th July : Thursday 18th July : Sunday  4th August: Thursday 15th August : Sunday 1st 
Sept : Thursday 19th Sept : Sunday 6th Oct 

Forthcoming Events 
26th August - Bank holiday Monday: Emsworth Show 10.30 - 17.00 New Life Church, Thorney Road 
PO10 8BN. Brook Meadow will have a stand at the show. 

Photographs this issue:    Brian Fellows,  

Plant counts 2019 
Annual counts of some of the more interesting plants are done on Brook Meadow, namely all three 
Orchids, Ragged Robin and Butterbur.  Details of the 2019 count are listed with  a indication of the change 
compared with 2018. Bar charts of plant counts can be found at www.brookmeadow.org.uk/wildlife-lists/
plant-counts . 
Plant     Number Change  Notes 
Southern Marsh Orchids 114  12% increase 
Common Spotted Orchids 28  12% increase 
Bee Orchids   13  300% increase  All on the Lumley area. 
Pyramidal Orchid  1  No change  We hope this species might increase. 
Ragged Robin   178  59% decrease 
Butterbur    794  31.5% increase 
All counts are approximate as surrounding grass and other vegetation make it easy to miss specimens. 

FRIENDS OF WILDLIFE WALK – 15 June 
Brian Fellows led a walk around Brook 
Meadow for Havant Wildlife Group. ► (For 
a full report on this walk go to the website.) 
During the walk a pair of Whitethroats ◄ 
were spotted collecting grubs—an indication 
of successful breeding this year. We were 
entertained in song by several Blackcaps and 
Song Thrushes; Chiffchaff and Whitethroat 
were also heard along with Blackbird and 
Wren.  

Reinforcement of river bank in 
Palmers Road Copse 
The river bank adjacent to the footpath in Palmers 
Road Copse is becoming badly eroded partly due to 
dogs entering the river. To address this issue the 
committee have commissioned bank reinforcement 
consisting of large chestnut pilings driven into the 
river bank. The back filling on the bank is to be 
undertaken by volunteers. Two sections have been 
identified for this work and quotes obtained. The 
shorter section has had the pilings installed and the 
solution will be assessed before commissioning the 
longer section. The short section cost £641.00 and is 
pictured here. Back filling is now progressing. 


