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Of Trees and Water 
 
In recent weeks much activity on the Meadow has had a link, albeit somewhat 
tenuously, with water but all about trees. 
About two and a half years ago, two trees on the west river bank, close to the 

gasholder site, having been dead for about a year, fell on the 
opposite bank. This dropped a considerable quantity of timber 
into the river.  This event gave rise to various comments 
ranging from concern about the possibility of causing flooding 
to pleasurable reactions about the sculptural affect the random 
pile of timber created plus the wonderful gurgling of tumbling 
water one could experience as one walked past the site along 
the path.  The Environment Agency were alerted and within a 
few hours two earnest-faced chaps arrived and commented 
that, ‘Yes, it poses a high risk factor and must be removed as a 
matter of urgency’.  It was so urgent that last week a 
workforce arrived and spent the best part of two days 
removing everything that they considered could pose a risk 
and piling it on the river bank for BMCG volunteers to 
remove and tidy up.  Whilst they were on site, they removed 
four other fallen, or likely to fall, trees beside the Central 

Meadow and either side of the North Bridge.   
For the 3rd year Michael Reed Tree Surgeon was contracted to carry out a day’s work in Palmer’s Road 
Copse.  The primary purpose of this was to create suitable spaces for five alder saplings donated by Havant 
Tree Wardens.   
In doing this work several dead and fallen branches were removed and two large branches that had reduced 
headroom along the path were also cut back to eliminate any danger to passers-by. This clearance work 
will enable volunteers to clear the ground ready for planting.  Whilst he was on site Mike, with a little time 
to spare, removed two crack willow branches, one along the north section of the Ems by the railway that 
was overshadowing the bank.  The second was a very long horizontal branch in the North Meadow that 
was putting the main tree out of balance making it likely to fall.  Its removal has opened up a substantial 
area of ground that can now flourish normally.  There was a third along the east bank of the river just north 
of the south bridge. This is a group of six or seven branches on another crack willow, fallen a while ago 
but still alive, which completely obliterates a great view upstream.   
Many readers will remember the flooding that occurred in the winter of 2013/14 and the necessary 
mitigation works that have been carried out along Lumley Road.  The final planned operation was to be an 
earth bund from the north east corner of Brook Meadow running south and curving round Rose Cottage to 
the Lumley Stream.  A few months ago the Environment Agency successfully trialled the  construction of 
an emergency flood barrier.  It is now probable that this will be the form of barrier to be provided should 
the need arise.  In order for this to happen, we have worked with the EA to provide a route which will be 
mowed by us (or them!) to ensure that the route is accessible and ready for this purpose. 
 
Last week we set about laying a section of the hedge that 
was planted in three sections along the Seagull Lane 
Path.  Until Thursday and Friday last week, the most 
recent section laid was a double row of five metre tall 
five year old trees. Then eight volunteers, with little or 
no experience but under the guidance of Mike Probert 
and armed with a selection of sharp tools, set about side 
trimming, pleaching, weaving, bending and laying these 
trees at 30 to 40 degrees between posts. Finally the 
hedge was topped with woven binders creating the third 
of four sections of the hedge. The result is now there for 
all to see. 
It has been an amazing and most satisfying week.   
Maurice Lillie 
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PRACTICAL WORK IN THE MEADOW—1st QUARTER SUMMARY 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 20th December 
15 volunteers. Weather: Overcast and dry. A small group 
finished off the tree maintenance work. The power scythe 
was put to good use clearing around the two laid hedges. The 
hedge trimming was done by the rest of the volunteers using 
saws, loppers and bill hooks. Volunteers working on the 
Hawthorn hedge on the  north meadow . ► 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 6th January 2019 
13 volunteers. Weather: Overcast and cool (+6°), no wind. 
This session was the first to trial the new start time of 9.30. 
Tasks included power scything scallops in the S meadow. 
Wood was collected from the north meadow and brought  
round to the bonfire site in the Seagull Road patch. The 
remainder of the group started the bonfires and prepared the 
wood for feeding the flames. Repairs were made to the dead 
hedge along the river. ► 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 17th January 
11 volunteers. Weather: Sunny, cold and wet underfoot. The 
three tasks for the session were a bonfire, the raking of grass 
cuttings on six scallops in the North and Central Meadows 
and the relocation of dumped grass in the north east corner of 
North Meadow. ► 
 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 3rd February 
7 volunteers. Weather: Sunny windless and cold(+4°) The 
primary task was to make another bonfire which would use 
up the risings from previous jobs and dispose of old twigs 
and branches from around the wishing tree. Volunteers now 
wear hi-viz vests. ► 
 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Thursday 21st February 
15 volunteers. Weather: Cloudy, dry and mild. The main task 
of the day was to burn up some of the accumulated brush on 
the Meadow. Reg and Terry had set the fire in the SE corner 
of the N Meadow at 8.30a.m. and they were then supported 
by a small team of helpers. A further team of four tackled the 
clearing out of the next section of the Seagull Lane hedge to 
enable it to be laid. ► 
 
 
 
Conservation Work Session—Sunday 3rd March 
7 volunteers. Weather: Cloudy with heavy showers and 
strong wind.  The single task was clearing the tree debris on 
the river bank. Many loads of branches great and small were 
trundled to Seagull Lane Gate and separated into two piles of 
logs for burning and smaller items for kindling. After 
refreshments at HQ we returned to clear as much of the 
debris as possible before deciding to call it a day at 11.40. ► 
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WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW -  Trees, Blossom and Catkins 
From Brian Fellows’ wildlife blog 

Golden Willows 
◄ I stopped to admire the tall ‘Golden Willows’ 
in the western plantation and noted how different 
they were to the standard Crack Willow, having 
tall straight trunks topped with conspicuous bright 
orange-yellow twigs glowing in the winter 
sunshine. They were planted on Brook Meadow 
over 20 years ago by the Council to shield the 
gasholder (now gone). There are some more at the 
end of Seagull Lane and on the south side of 
Palmer’s Road Copse.  
these willows are hybrids between the true Golden 
Willow (Salix alba var. vitellina) and Crack 
Willow (Salix fragilis) and are called Basford 
Willows (Salix x rubens forma basfordiana). They 
are characterised by conspicuous orange-yellow 
twigs which glow in the winter sunshine and very 
long pendulous yellow catkins.  

▲ The Alder sapling near the Lumley 
Stream is adorned with purplish catkins 
and old knarled cones from last year.  

◄ The bush full of white blossom in the north west 
corner near the railway line with stands next to an 
Alder laden with catkins is also Cherry Plum and 
not Blackthorn.  

▲ The white Cherry Plum blossom is standing up well to the 
strong winds. The trees on the causeway looked at from the 
meadow. The mass of blossom is fronted by the straw-like 
leaves of Reed Canary-grass and the dark green leaves of Hard 
Rush. Also see picture bottom right. 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Jennifer Rye (Chairman): 6 Frobisher Gardens, Emsworth, PO10 7AS. tel. 01243 376926. e-mail jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by Colin Brotherston and printed by Havant Borough Council, 19/03/2019 

FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 9.30-12noon:  
Meet at the Tool Store, Seagull Lane.  Tools and gloves provided. 
Sunday 7th April : Thursday 18th April : Sunday  5th May: Thursday 16th May : Sunday 2nd 
June : Thursday 20th June : Sunday 7th July 

Forthcoming Events 
No special events are planned for this quarter 

Photographs this issue:    Brian Fellows, John Tweddell (Daffodils by the River Ems) 

Daffodils by the River Ems ▲ 

Buy something from 
Brook Meadow  ► 
Talented Maurice Lillie has 
been busy making thumb sticks 
from material gathered on 
Brook Meadow. He has now 
branched out into hat and coat 
stands. These items are 
available to buy from NO 10 in 
Emsworth High Street. All 
profits go to Brook Meadow . First Butterburr spikes 

appearing on 3rd March 


