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DAMSEL FLIES 
Beautiful Demoiselles were in 
flight at two locations. Two 
males were sparring near the 
north bend in the river and a 
male and female were chasing 
each other below the south 
bridge. Interestingly, this 
damselfly appears to have taken 
over residence on Brook 
Meadow from the previous 
dominant Banded Demoiselle 
which are now rarely seen. 
Male Beautiful Demoiselle by 

VISITORS TO THE MEADOW 
Over the course of a year, there are quite a number of groups who visit the 
Meadow, over and above all the individuals and families who make use of this 
precious open space in the heart of Emsworth. Some come to see, some to 
learn, some to help with Conservation work, and some just to enjoy the place.  
In June 2016 we had a return visit from the SW Natural History Society, who 
came as part of their coach holiday, and were shown round by Brian Fellows; 
they are knowledgeable natural historians, and the fact that they have come 
three times over the years speaks volumes for the high regard in which they 
hold Brook Meadow and its founder. 
  
This year we have already had a visit from the Mayor of Havant, Faith 
Ponsonby, with interested people as part of her exploration of parts of the 
Borough of Havant. Again, Brian did the honours.  
 
June has already been busy with visitors: the Guides came for their regular 
yearly visit and helped us with Conservation tasks. By chance they coincided 
with a visit from Brownies, who were collecting different coloured things 
from an open space.  
 
A Dragonfly walk took place on June 17th, which was be study oriented and 
an opportunity to observe and learn more about these colourful creatures. 
Later in the month, a primary school party is expected to do part of a river 
survey with observations of our stretch of the River Ems.  
Another school party of sixth formers from Gosport are due in early July, and 
they are going to assist with two major works, repairing the bank near the 
North East corner which has been eroded by dogs having a splash there, and 
widening the apron in front of HQ to make manoeuvring the power scythe 
easier. 
 
Later in the summer we plan a day long survey of visitors to the Meadow, to 
establish the extent of footfall and to encourage more of our regular visitors to 
subscribe to BMCG.  
 
So that gives you some idea of how well used and well loved Brook Meadow 
is by human visitors. We won't attempt to quantify the animals, insects and 
birds which drop in.   Jennifer Rye - Chairman 

CRACK WILLOW 
TURNED INTO 
AMENITY 
 
The fallen willow tree  in 
the north meadow adjacent 
to the bridge has been tidied 
up and made into an 
amenity feature for children 
to climb on or older visitors 
to sit and admire the view 
across the meadow. 
 
Pictured left with the 
volunteers who prepared it 
on 2nd April. 



PRACTICAL WORK IN THE MEADOW—2nd QUARTER SUMMARY 
Sunday April 2nd. Just 7 volunteers arrived, on a gorgeous sunny spring morning. It was decided to tidy 
up the fallen crack willow. (See article at bottom of page one.)  
 
Thursday April 20th. 14 volunteers made short work of a long 
list of jobs. These included shifting logs from the south bridge to 
the Lumley gate where they can be collected by anyone who 
wants them. Barriers of twiggy branches and signs where placed 
to protect the flower rich area in the north meadow from 
excessive footfall. A start was made on clearing the large 
bramble patch around the base of the western black poplar in the 
central Meadow, but the rest of this task was postponed until 
next winter, out of respect for the creatures that might be living 
there. After coffee Wally showed some of the volunteers how he 
conducts butterfly transects (see picture top right) while the rest  
of the group concentrated on raking the arisings as Maurice cut  
the green paths using the power scythe.   
 
Sunday May 7th. A reasonable turnout of 9 volunteers on a 
nice dry day led by Dan. Two large logs where removed from 
the river by he north bridge. The power scythe was used to cut 
growth from paths and the two circles where wild flower seeds 
were planted last year were raked. (see picture right) The areas 
around the 7 cherry trees were neatly trimmed back with shears. 
Wally set about strimming the nettles in the north-east corner by 
the bridge. 
 
Thursday May 18th. Eight volunteers gathered on a dry but 
humid morning to work on the Meadow still wet from the 
previous day’s rain. The tasks were designed to avoid disturbing 
the wildlife now very active in the various habitats. A team  
worked on shearing and grading the sides of the hard paths and 
the central steps. (see picture right) The mowers cut and raked 
the ‘wild flower circles’ in the North Meadow. 
 
Sunday June 4th. A good turnout on a fine June morning 
ensured that all the planned jobs got done. The main job was to 
trim back the burgeoning growth along all the grass paths and 
most of the hard surfaced ones too, as the warm weather has 
caused a real growth spurt all over. All the logs left by our chain 
saw operator were barrowed to one or other of the two entrance 
gates, where notices invited members of the public to help 
themselves, which they had started to do before the morning was 
over! As usual a team cleaned the sign cases and did a litter 
pick. This happens at every work session. (see picture right) 
 
Thursday June 15th.  13 enthusiastic volunteers arrived from 
all directions through tall grasses, head high nettles and carpets 
of yellow wild flowers to gather at HQ. The main job was to 
scythe the green paths and clip the overhanging nettles along 
each side of these and the main gravel paths. (see picture bottom 
right) A second task was to remove the twig and branch barriers 
along the edges of the North Meadow wild flower area. The 
mowing was carried out as usual during the growing season. 

JOIN A PRACTICAL WORK SESSION 
We meet at HQ, located between the north bridge and Seagull Lane gate, at 09.50 on the first Sunday and third Thursday of the 
month for a prompt start at 10.00. All volunteers, both regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Trained First Aiders 
will be on hand. Refreshments will be available. All necessary tools are provided and, where necessary training will be given.  



FLOWER COUNTS ON BROOK MEADOW 2017 
Every year counts are made of the more interesting flowers on the meadow. These comprise Butterburs, 
Southern Marsh Orchids, Common Spotted Orchids, Bee Orchids and Ragged Robins. Over the years it is 
possible to see how the population are faring. These counts and pictures by Brian Fellows. 

Butterburr A count of the 
number of Butterbur flower spikes 
on Brook Meadow has been done 
each year from 1999, usually in 
late March before they get buried 
beneath other vegetation. Here is 
a typical flower spike. All the 
Brook Meadow plants are male. 
The nearest female plants are on 
the Langbrook Stream at 
Langstone.  They propagate by 
underground rhizomes.  

Southern Marsh Orchids. The 
first two Southern Marsh Orchids 
were planted on Brook Meadow 
on June 17, 2007. They were 
donated by orchid expert Nigel 
Johnson who had grown them in 
pots from originals collected from 
the colony on South Moor at 
Langstone. Nigel said the plants 
would seed themselves and would 
multiply over time and he was 
right!  

Common Spotted Orchids.were 
first seen on Brook Meadow in 
2007 but showed very little 
change in numbers until 2017 
following the planting of 10 new 
plants the previous year.  

Bee orchids. Bee Orchids were up 
on last year, but well down in the 
record of 29 in 2015. The problem 
is finding these orchids which are 
smaller and less striking than the 
other two and tend to flower later 
when they are buried beneath a 
mass of grasses. So, the counts are 
highly likely to be below the 
actual number of plants flowering 
on the meadow.  

Ragged Robin. The number of 
flowering Ragged Robin plants is 
counted each year in late May to 
early June. These plants grow 
mainly on the Lumley area. I have 
no idea why numbers of this 
delightful plant vary so much from 
one year to the next. There is no 
obvious change in the habitat or 
the management of the area. 
Maybe, it is weather related,  



BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Jennifer Rye (Chairman): 6 Frobisher Gardens, Emsworth. tel. 01243 376926. e-mail jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 
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FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 10-12noon:  
 Meet at the Tool Store Seagull Lane  Tools and gloves provided. 
Sunday 2nd July : Thursday 20th July : Sunday 6th August : Thursday 17th August : Sunday 3rd 
September : Thursday 21st September : Sunday 1st October 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
.Friday 10th November  7.30 p.m. Brook Meadow Conservation Group AGM to be held at St James 
Church Hall. 
Saturday July 15th or August 19th Visitor surveys to be conducted weather permitting. 

BURNET MOTHS Brian Fellows 
Tony Browne (of the Brook Meadow conservation 
volunteers) told me about some red insects that he 
had seen hatching from their cocoons along the path 
to Gooseberry Cottage. We both went to have a 
look and, after counting the red spots on their 
wings, concluded they were 6-spot Burnet Moths. I 
do recall seeing these attractive moths in this area in 
previous years. The cocoons were suspended on a 
single strand of wire or were attached to grass 
stems. Most of the adult moths had emerged from 
their cocoons, some were already flying and visiting 
local flowers for nectar, while at least two pairs 
appeared to be mating. Burnet Moths are extremely 
poisonous, their bodies containing cyanide 
derivatives generated from the food of the 
caterpillars and the red spots warn birds to avoid 
them. There is also a 5-spot Burnet Moth which has 
five red spots on its wings and another variety 
called Narrow-bordered 5-spot Burnet Moth 
 

DRAGONFLY WALK Brian Fellows 
I joined about 15 other people at 10am in Palmer's 
Road Car Park for a dragonfly walk organised by 
Sarah Hughes the Community Wildlife Officer with 
the Chichester District Council. The walk was led by 
entomologist, Dr Alison Barker. I introduced myself 
to Sarah and indicated that I would only be staying 
for the first part of the walk through Brook Meadow. 
I gave out some Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
leaflets and pointed out the interpretation board. The 
group stopped on the south bridge, but (somewhat 
surprisingly) they did not see anything from there. 
However, things improved as the group went up the 
main path by the River Ems where both Banded 
Demoiselle and Beautiful Demoiselle were seen. I 
think Large Red and Azure Damselflies were also 
seen in this area. This photo shows Alison Barker (in 
the white hat) explaining the breeding habits of 
damselflies on the main river path on Brook 
Meadow. 


