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ANNUAL REPORT

The Lumley area

Probably the most valuable
area on the meadow from a
botanical view as it houses
most of the sedges and
rushes as well as flowering
plants such as Ragged
Robin
and
Peppersaxifrage. The latter was
still in full flower on the
east side of the area.
Michaelmas Daisies are
also putting on a good
show immediately behind
the Pepper-saxifrage.

It's been a year of steady progress: the usual workdays twice a month, and
we've been delighted to add Dan Mortimer as both a new committee member,
and also a workday leader. One of the greatest pleasures of workdays has been
the new power scythe, its size, power, and reliability has made the perennial
task of cutting undergrowth and grassy stretches infinitely easier.
Relationships with HBC, the landowners, have remained cordial, and through
Jayne Lake, the new officer for outside spaces, the usual jobs of cutting by
Martin Cull, litter collection and hard path maintenance have been carried out
smoothly.
Last year's new drive to manage Palmers Road copse more actively has been
set in place, and we are hoping to determine a course of action which will
maintain our valuable heritage of trees on the whole site, and pay especial
attention to the large numbers of crack willows which are so important to the
general aspect of the Meadow.
Reptile relocations from last year have been monitored, and show pleasing
growth in the number of slow worms, including juveniles which demonstrate
that breeding is occurring. Numbers of water voles have sadly dropped to
almost none, and we are hoping to improve the maintenance of the river banks
and reintroduce water voles from elsewhere, as has been done successfully in
other parts of Hampshire. This will depend on improving our on-going
relationship with the Environment Agency, which is severely limited by
having to concentrate its diminished funding more on flood defences than on
environmental improvements.
A new initiative is the production of some photos of the meadow available as
post cards and Christmas cards, which you may have seen at our stand at the
Emsworth Show in August. The latter are available from committee members
at the very reasonable price of 30p each.

Pepper-saxifrage
with Michaelmas

We wish all our members a merry Christmas, and an enjoyable year to come
in 2017, making the most of our wonderful natural resource in Brook
Meadow.
Jennifer Rye

AGM 2016
The Brook Meadow Annual General
Meeting was held on Friday October 28th at
7pm in the St James Church Hall, Church
Path, Emsworth.
The meeting began with the regular
business of annual reports and re-elections
to the committee, then Brian Fellows
provided a review of the wildlife over the
past year with slides.
A refreshment break was followed by a talk
by Steve Taylor, formerly of the Medicine
Garden in Emsworth, on the subject
“Important Herbs of Brook Meadow”.

PRACTICAL WORK IN THE MEADOW—4th QUARTER SUMMARY

2nd October: Today’s main objective was to finish off cutting and clearing the orchid area, preparing it for
next year’s growth. Our new power scythe is proving to be a very valuable asset. and was ably managed by
Nigel and Phil.
20th October: The main task for the day was to begin the cutting and clearance of the Lumley Wet area of
the north meadow, our most valuable wild flower resource that we cut every year by power scythe, instead
of the more damaging tractor cutting process
6th November: Sunday, a cold frosty sunny morning,
but noticeably warming up as 13 volunteers arrived at
HQ eager to do some work. The main task was to
complete the mowing of the Lumley wet area, a flower
rich part of the east side of the Central Meadow. This
is a hard task and needed most of the workforce to
rake the arisings and carry them to a composting area
about 60metres away in the south east corner of the
North Meadow. Mike set off with the power scythe
while ten volunteers removed the grass.
6th Nov. Nigel using the power scythe
17th November: Despite threatening rain, thirteen
with other volunteers clearing.
volunteers appeared at the usual time for a couple of
hour’s hard work. The main task was to clear the
overgrown north section of the southern meadow from
behind the Alder Buckthorn plantation to the first diagonal path. Brian recorded the gathering of volunteers,
smiling despite the moist atmosphere.
4th December: It was another beautiful cold, sunny
morning and nine volunteers arrived to carry out one of
two tasks.
The first job was for Mike, assisted by Tony to
complete the final stages of hedge laying along the
west side of the Seagull Lane patch. During the
preceding week, several volunteers had helped to lay
this section of mixed species hedging.
The other task was to complete the clearing of the
northernmost section of South Meadow. Wally,
4th Dec. Clearance of vegetation around the
Jennifer, Pam, Nigel, Debbie, Anne and Pam, went to
Alder Buckthorns was complete
the South Meadow armed with rakes and shears. Here
there were two jobs, one to rake the remains of the
arisings from the previous work day. The reason for this was to remove nutrients that would otherwise
discourage preferred vegetation. The other task was to clear vegetation around the Alder Buckthorns.
15th December: We expect to have a shorter session tidying up with time to enjoy some mulled wine and
mince pies.

BIRDS THIS YEAR

Of the 73 species on the Brook Meadow list,
recorded either on the meadow or flying over, 50
have been recorded this year. All the residents
seem OK . The 3 regular summer visitors also
turned up and hopefully bred – Chiffchaff,
Blackcap and Whitethroat. Some Chiffchaffs
over wintered as usual. But we had no rare
Siberian Chiffchaff this year. Goldcrest, but no
Firecrest this year. Other less common birds
seen
included
Bullfinch
and
Cetti’s
Warbler. There were no records this year for
Spotted Flycatcher, Turtle Dove, Willow
Warbler, Water Rail, Mistle Thrush, Cuckoo,
Nuthatch, Pheasant.
Brian Fellows.

Goldcrest by Malcolm Phillips

SPECIAL WORK PROJECT – HEDGE LAYING 1-7 DECEMBER 2016
Report by Mike Probert
Photos by Mike Probert and Brian Fellows

The Hedge Planting

Following earlier discussions, and the successful
laying of a planted Hawthorn hedge in the North
Meadow in December 2011, it was agreed that
Mike Probert would lead the laying of a further
section of hedge – from the Seagull Lane gate to
a mature Hawthorn ‘standard’ (c. 20m) – this
time in the ‘South of England’ style. The first few
metres comprised a row of tall multi-stemmed
Dogwood with three close-planted semi-mature
Field Maple behind and several small Hazel
behind them. The remainder was a true mixed
(Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Hazel and Rose) hedge.

Planting the hedge in Seagull Lane

The Hedge Laying.

Mike had sourced the Hazel stakes and binders
required for the hedge laying from West Dean Woods
(Sussex Wildlife Trust) and he and Maurice collected
them on 28th November. Work commenced on 29th
November in lovely sunny, cold weather which
continued throughout.
The first job was to
clear out and coppice
the extensive Rose
growth from amongst
the mixed hedge, thin
the Dogwood stems,
The hedge before the laying started
fell the outer two
Field Maples (to
enable the ‘balanced’
central one to grow evenly into a mature standard) and coppice the Hazel
Cutting a stem prior
behind.
to laying
On the second day the Dogwood stems by the gate were laid and connected
diagonally with the first few stems of the true hedge— a tricky job.
On the third day, volunteers continued to
lay the true hedge almost to the Hawthorn
standard, leaving a larger Blackthorn to
grow as a standard and also a small Holly
to grow free. Photo of the hedge after the
third day.
On the morning of the next Brook
Meadow work day on 4th December,
Mike and Tony finished the laying of the
hedge, tidied up the lay and the stakes
and commenced the binding along the top
of the stakes to make a very tight and
robust structure.
Finally, on the morning of 7th December
Mike and Phil completed the binding,
adjusted the height and cut the top of the
stakes to ‘mirror’ the cut faces of the laid
stems (pleachers) below – a ‘good job
The completed hedge
done’ over three whole and two half
days!

Presentation

Jennifer Rye presented Brendan Gibb-Gray with a
Lifetime Membership of the Brook Meadow
Conservation Group in recognition of his continued
support for the group over the years.

Thank you Malcolm

I would like to pay a special tribute to Malcolm
Phillips whose camera skill and patient dedication to
observation of wildlife over the past 4 years has
added considerably to our records. Malcolm has
now left Emsworth for a new life in Cuba!
Brian Fellows

Patrick Murphy.

We are most sad to hear that Patrick has lost a long battle with his health. He had been a regular volunteer
at workdays on Brook Meadow, always keen to “get stuck in” to whatever tasks were to be done. His passion for birds was ever present and the sound or sight of such would stop him in his tracks. Always quiet
and modest Patrick rarely spouted his knowledge unless one asked and it was on those occasions that one
discovered the depth of this knowledge. He was also a keen photographer and provided many excellent
shots of birds for our records.

TREASURER’S REPORT 2016 Pam Phillips, Treasurer, 15.10.16

Membership has decreased this year and consequently subscriptions and donations are down.
INCOME
During the year we received a donation of £1000 from Frances Jannaway as a contribution towards a new
power scythe.
We also received £343 from Waitrose.
The second of our five annual payments in respect of the relocation of reptiles from development sites was
made. We also had two wins of £25 each from our Premium Bonds.
EXPENDITURE
A new power scythe was purchased and the old one sold for £400 to a local conservation group. The new
scythe has been funded by the reptile income.
Two volunteers attended training courses this year.
A sum of £500 was paid for tree pollarding in Palmers Road copse. This was the first stage of the project.
Despite the fact that the accounts show a loss this year, the group still has assets totalling £8611.49.
FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 10-12noon:
Meet at the Tool Store Seagull Lane Tools and gloves provided.
Thursday 19 January: Sunday 5th February: Thursday 16th February: Sunday 5th March: Thursday 16th March: Sunday 2nd April
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS
Jennifer Rye (Chairman): 6 Frobisher Gardens, Emsworth. tel. 01243 376926. e-mail jenniferrye01@gmail.com
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary): 16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.
tel.01243 389005. e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer): 2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH.
tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news: www.brookmeadow.org.uk
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